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Introduction

God'sword is perfect, but men arefdlible. If you find any errorsin these lessons or have suggestionsto
improve them, please contact me a alan@biblestudyguide.org.

This series of lessonsisagenerd overview of Philippians. My intention in this series is to give agenerd
explanation of the text and some generd application. Then, there are questions at the end of each lesson
for review and discusson.
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Lesson | Philippians 1:1-11

Philippians 1:1-11
Introduction to Philippians
Author: Paul (Phil. 1:1).

Date: Philippians was probably written between A.D. 61 and A.D. 63 during Paul's two-year
imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:11f). Note the references in Philippians suggesting his imprisonment:
e Phil. 1:13 the paace guard.
e Phil. 1.7, 13-14, 16 chains (imprisonment).
® Phil. 4:22 Caesar's household.

Philippi: Philippi was a principle city of Macedonia (Acts 16:12) located on the banks of the Gangites
River about tenmilesfrom Negpolis. The city wasfounded by Philip of Macedon (father of Alexander the
Great) which he named for himsdf.

The church in Philippi: The churchbegan during Paul's second missionary journey during which he and
Slaswere imprisoned in Philippi (Acts 16:16-29). Before their imprisonment, Lydia and her household
were baptized (Acts 16:15). After their imprisonment, the jailer and his household were baptized (Acts
16:33).

Central theme: Regoice (Phil. 3:1; 4:4). Seenotes Phil. 3:1.

Paul's purposein writing this epistle:
e Phil. 1:9-11 indructions about spiritua growth.
Phil. 1:12-26; 4:10-20 communicate his present condition of imprisonment and thank them for
their gifts
Phil. 1:27-2:11 instructions about unity and striving together.
Phil. 2:12-18 command obedience.
Phil. 2:19-30 commend Timothy and Epaphroditus.
Phil. 3:1-4:12 ingtructions about joy, peace, and pressing toward the goal.

Gresting

Paul and Timothy served Christ (Phil. 1:1). All Chrigiansare servantsof JesusChrigt (Rev. 1:1; 2 Tim.
2:24; cf. 1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1).

The epistle waswritten to saintsin Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:1; cf. Phil. 4:21). A saintisone who has
been sanctified, set apart fromsnand consecrated to God (i.e., haly). Saintsarethosewho believe (2 Th.
1:10).
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Lesson | Philippians 1:1-11

Santsarein Christ. We enter into Christ through baptism (Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gd. 3:27).

Among the saintswer e bishops and deacons (Phil. 1:1). Theonly two officesinthe church arebishops
and deacons. Men holding these posgitions must meet specific qudifications (1 Tim. 3:1-13; Tit. 1:5-11).
A church with any other church officesis not the Lord's church but a man's church (cf. Col. 2:16-23).

God's grace and peace upon the saints (Phil. 1:2). Note:
® Phil. 11 Saintsarein Christ.
® Godsgraceisin Christ (2 Tim. 1:9; 2:1, 10).
e Phil. 4:4-13 Saints have the peace that surpasses understanding through prayer, mora thoughts
and living, and strength through Chrigt.
® Peaceistheresult of being in contact with God's grace (cf. Phil. 4:5-7, 8-9).

Prayer for the Saints
Paul and Timothy prayed for them all the time (Phil. 1:3-4). Thisisareminder for usto be prayerful
for the saints. Although Paul was distressed by imprisonment, his heart was filled with joy as he prayed
for them (cf. Phil. 4:4-9, 12-13; 1 Th. 5:16-18).

Paul's prayerful joy resulted fromtheir felowship withhim (Phil. 1:5) and his confidenceinprayer (Phil. 1:6;
cf. Phil. 2:12-13; 1 Jn. 5:14-15). We can be joyous in prayer for the same reasons Paul was joyous (cf.
Phil. 4:4-9; 1 Th. 5:16-22; Ja. 5:13).

The Philippians had fellowship in the gospel with Paul (Phil. 1:5). Ther fdlowship (participation) in
the gospe with Paul was through their financid support (Phil. 4:14-18). They dso had further fellowship
with Paul and dl the apostles as they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine (Acts2:42; 1 n. 1:1-3,
6-7).

God had begun thework at Philippi and would complete (perfect) it until the day of Christ (Phil.
1:6). God'sfelow workers plant and water the seed, but He gives the increase (1 Cor. 3:5-7; cf. Mait.
13:1-23). Therefore, God begins and sustains the work (cf. Phil. 2:13).

God continues Hiswork until the day of Chrigt (1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Pet. 3:9). The day of Chrigt istheday in
which Jesus appears and the saints appear with Him (Col. 3:1-4; 2 Th. 1:6-10).

The Philippians were partakers with Paul of grace (Phil. 1:7). In genera, they partook (shared, had
fdlowship) with Paul's grace in preaching the gospe (Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1.5) and in salvation (Eph. 2:8-10; 2
Tim. 2:1, 10).

Paul longed for themwiththe affection of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:8). Jesus affection toward usis His
sympathetic care and concernfor our souls. Hedied on the cross (Phil. 2:5-8) and servesasour Advocate
upon God's throne (1 Jn. 2:1-2). Therefore we should have affection toward one another and thus serve
one another (Rom. 12:9-16; 15:1-6) being unified in the same mind (Phil. 2:1-4; Rom. 15:6; Eph. 4:1-6;
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5:15-21).

L ove abounds in knowledge and all discernment (Phil. 1:9). Love, inPhil. 1.9, isthe agape love
(doing good toward another from a menta conviction). Here, knowledge is top-knowledge, exact
knowledge, full knowledge. Discernment is perception, discernment, judgment.

Love abounds more and more as we grow in knowledge through God's word and as we exercise
discernment betweengood and evil. We grow through proper application of God'sword (1 Th. 5:21-22;
1 Tim. 4:7; Heb. 5:14) becoming skilled in the word of righteousness (cf. Heb. 5:13-14).

Theresult of having alove that abounds more and more (Phil. 1:10-11):
e Phil. 1:10 We agpprove the thingsthat are excdlent (cf. Phil. 1:27; 4:8-9) having tested them with

godly knowledge and discernment.
e Phil. 1:10 Weremain sincere and without offensetill the day of Chrigt through godly knowledge

and discernment. We remain faithful until death (Rev. 2:10).

e Phil. 1:11 We arefilled with the fruits of righteousness (cf. Ja. 3:18). The fruits of righteousness
arethethingswhichweapprove through godly knowledge and discernment (cf. Gd. 5:16-26; Eph.
5:6-12).

e Fhil. 1:11 Beingfilled with thefruitsof righteousness, we glorify and praise God (Phil. 2:11; 4:20).
When filled with the fruits of righteousness, our conduct is worthy of the gospe of Christ (Phil.
1:27).

Study Questions

1. Who did Paul and Timothy serve? Who should we serve?

2. Towhom did Paul write the epistle? Who isasaint and how does he become asaint?

3.  What church offices are gpproved by God? Who may fill the offices?

4. Who has God's grace and peace? How and why does he have them?

5.  What can we learn about prayer from Paul's prayer for the Philippians?

6. What fdlowship did the Philippians have with Paul? How do we have fdlowship with the apostles
today?

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 3 allan@biblestudyguide.org
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7. What isthe day of Jesus?

8. How were the Philippians partakers of grace with Paul? How are we partakers of God's grace?

9. What is the affection of Jesus Christ? Should we have the affection of Jesus Christ toward one
ancother?

10. How does love abound more and more?

11. What istheresult of having alove that abounds more and more?

12. What are the fruits of righteousness? How are wefilled with them? Why is God glorified when we
arefilled with the fruits of righteousness?
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Philippians 1:12-30
Paul's Preaching

| want you to know brethren (Phil. 1:12-14):
o the things that happened to me turned out for furtherance of the gospd.
® it became evident to dl that my chainswerein Chrig.
® mog brethren became confident by my chains.

Paul exemplifies the good whichcomesfromsuffering (Rom. 8:28; cf. Phil. 1:29-30). The gospd is often
furthered through our suffering providing an opportunity to spread the gospe and encourage brethren. Our
example of patiently enduring trids encourages confidence and boldness among brethren resulting in the
preaching and teaching of truth without fear (cf. Phil. 1:28; Matt. 10:27-31).

Two motives of people preaching Christ (Phil. 1:15-17):
® envy and drife, selfish ambition, and ingncerity.
® good will and love.

Paul r g oicedin the preaching of Christ (Phil. 1:18). Whatever the motive for the preaching of Chrigt,
Paul rgjoiced (evenat the cost of personal harm). Likewise, we too should rgjoicein trials when suffering
(Rom. 5:1-5; 8:28; Ja. 1.2-5; 1 Pet. 3:14; 4:12-19).

Paul's Expectation and Hope

Paul's expectation and hope were of salvation(deliver ance, Phil. 1:19-20). Livingfathfully in Chrig,
we have one hope upon which every decison and desire is based - eternd life (Tit. 1:2; 3:7-8). Thus,
Christ was magnified in Paul's body since he was faithfully living in Chrig.

"Magnify" (exdt) meansto enlarge. Paul magnified (i.e., enlarged, showed forth) Jesus Christ and His
gospd in every Stuation.

We have beencrucified with Chrigt (Gd. 2:20; cf. Gdl. 5:24; 6:14). Chrig livesin usthrough faithinHim
(Gal. 2:20; cf. 2 Cor. 5:7). Therefore, we magnify Chrigt in our body (cf. 1 Cor. 6:15-20) by faithfully
living in Him (cf. Lk. 1:46; Acts 19:17).

Paul's Conflicting Desires

To live is Chrigt, to die is gain (Phil. 1:21-23). By living, Paul magnified Christ to the people of the
world. But, in death Paul would gain the attainment of perfection, the prize, and thus no longer have to
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Lesson I Philippians 1:12-30

press on through the struggles of morta life (Phil. 3:12-14; cf. 2 Cor. 5:6-10; 2 Tim. 4:6-8).

The choice (life or desth) would be difficuit if Paul wasfaced withmekingit for himsdlf. Fortunately, none
of us are faced with deciding whether to continue working on earth or going to be with the Lord.

By continuing to live in the flesh, Paul would continue to be fruitful in hislabor. Therefore, it was needful
for him to remain in the flesh (Phil. 1:24).

Toremain in the flesh ismore needful (Phil. 1:24-26). Other people benefitted from Paul'slifeinthe
flesh. Thisistruefor dl who fathfully live in Christ snce we dl have work to do (Eph. 4:16).

Conduct Worthy of the Gospel

L et your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ (Phil. 1:27-28). A Chrigtian's conduct is worthy
of the gospe of Christ when he strives (i.e., labors, tails) for the faithof the gospdl (Phil. 1:27; cf. Jude 3).
Faith comes by hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17) and demands our obedience (Rom. 5:1; 6:17; 16:26;
Heb. 5:9; 11:8). When we diligently labor to obey God's word, our conduct is worthy of the gospel of
Christ (cf. 2 Pet. 1:3-4, 5-11).

A congregation's conduct is worthy of the gospel of Christ as each member strives together for the faith
inone spirit and withone mind (cf. Eph. 4:1-6). Therefore, unity is based soldy on God'sword sincefath
comes from hearing God's word (Rom. 10:17) and necessitates obedience (Heb. 5:9; 11:1f).

Whenour conduct isworthy of the gospel of Christ, weshould not be terrified (alarmed) by our adversaries
(Phil. 1:28; cf. Eph. 6:10-18; Mait. 10:28-31).

"Terrified" (larmed) only gppears here inthe New Testament and isused insecular literature as the terror
of adartled horse. The lack of terror (fearful darm) is proof (i.e, a sign) of our savation and of our
adversaries dedtruction. It sendsaclear messageto Satan, hisministers(cf. 2 Cor. 11:15), and hischildren
(cf. 1.In. 3:10). Our grength isfrom God (Phil. 2:12-13; cf. Rom. 1:17; 1 Th. 2:13; Eph. 3:14-21; 1 Jn.
4:17-5:5).

Grantedtobelieve in Christ and suffer for His sake (Phil. 1:29-30). Thegraceof God has appeared
to al men (Tit. 2:11; Col. 1.6, 23). Therefore, al men are granted to believe in Chrigt (cf. 1 Tim. 2:3-4;
2 Pet. 3:9).

All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12). Therefore, those who
believe are granted to suffer for Christ's sake (cf. 1 Pet. 3:14; 4:12-19).
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Lesson I Philippians 1:12-30

10.

11.

12.

Study Questions

What did Paul want the Philippians to know about his imprisonment? What good did it bring about?

Whét lessons do we learn from Paul's suffering?

With what two motives were people preaching Christ? What was Paul's attitude toward their
preaching?

What were Paul's expectation and hope? What should be our expectation and hope?

How was Christ magnified (exalted) in Paul's body? How is Christ magnified in our bodies?

Explain, "to liveis Chrig, to dieisgan.”

What were Paul's conflicting desires? Inwhat way might we have the same conflicting desires?

What advantage wasthere for Paul to remain in the flesh? How is this advantage applicable to us
today?

How is our conduct worthy of the gospd of Christ - individudly and as a congregation?

Upon what was the Philippians unity to be based? Upon what is unity of every church of Chrigt
based?

When we are not terrified in any way of our adversaries, what does it prove (i.e., Sgnify)?

What did God grant to the Philippians? In what way are we granted the same things?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Philippians 2:1-11

Philippians 2:1-11

Characteristics of Unity

Therefore (Phil. 2:1): Paul's pleafor like-mindedness (unity) is based upon having conduct worthy of
the gospel and driving together for the faith (Phil. 1:27). Chrigtians cannot be unified without their conduct
being worthy of the gospd of Christ.  And, we cannot have a conduct worthy of the gospel of Christ
without being unified.

Paul's plea for like-mindednessis based on (Phil. 2:1):

encour agement (consolation, exhortation) in Christ. Chrigt's example of humble service
(Phil. 2:5-8) teaches us humble like-minded service to our brethren (Phil. 2:2-4).

comfort (consolation) of love. The result of love (agape, doing good from a menta
conviction) is comfort and consolation. Because of God's love, He sent Jesus into the world for
our salvation (Jn. 3:16). Because we love God, we obey Him and do not fear judgment (1 Jn.
4:17-18; 5:3). Asbrethren, we are unified by having the same love for one another (Phil. 2:2;
cf. Rom. 12:10). Indl of this, the result of loveis comfort and consolation.

fellowship of the Spirit. Fellowship is sharing (joint-participation). Chrigtiansjointly
participate in the Spirit (cf. Eph. 4:1-6) asthey wak in the Spirit thus bearing the fruit of the
Spirit (Gal. 5:16-26; Rom. 8:1-17). The Spirit speaks through God's written word (2 Pet.
1:19-21; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; cf. Acts 1:16; Heb. 3:7). Fellowship of the Spirit demands unity as
commanded by God in His word.

affection and compassion (mercy). God and Jesus have affection and compassion for us (cf.
Phil. 1:8); therefore, we should have affection and compassion on one ancther with like-minded
love (Phil. 2:2; 2 Pet. 1.7).

Characterigtics of a unified church are (Phil. 2:2):

being like-minded (being of the same mind). Literdly the phrase means, "think the same
thing." A group of Chrigians think the same thing by having the same love for one another and
being of one accord (one in spirit). For example, once alawful decisonismade by a
congregation, each member abides by the decision without murmuring and disputing (Phil.
2:14).

having the same love for each other. Love hereisagape (doing good from amenta
conviction). Our conviction must be unprgjudicia goodness toward each brother while
watching out for each others interests (Phil. 2:3-4; cf. Rom. 12:9-16; Ja. 2:1f).

being of one accord (being oneis spirit). The congregation, asawhole, actsasasingle
body and spirit (cf. 1 Cor. 1:10; 11:17-19).

having one mind (intent on one purpose). Brethren who think the same thing are of one
mind. They are unified in love and spirit; therefore, they work together with singularity of mind.

The Philippians like-minded unity would fulfill (i.e., complete) Paul'sjoy.

Each Chrigtianhasapersona responghility to maintain unity (cf. Eph. 4:3, 16). Divisive brethren must be
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Lesson Il Philippians 2:1-11

rglected after the first and second admonition (Tit. 3:9-11; cf. 2 Th. 3:6, 14). Since unity is based upon
faith of the gospe (Phil. 1:27), doctrine can never be compromised. Unity resulting from compromised
doctrine is secular unity and forbidden by God (cf. 1 Cor. 1:10; 3:1-4; 11:17-19; Coal. 2:18-23).

Characterigtics of individual Christiansare (Phil. 2:3-4):

e not sdfish (selfish ambition, strife, faction). The literal meaning denotes a person
employing factious methods to meet his persona desres. Therefore, this person is sdifish,
willing to divide the body of Chrigt for the sake of getting hisway. Brethren cannot be sdlfish
and be unified.

® not conceited (empty conceit). The litera meaning isvainglory. A person employing factious
methods to meet his persond desires is motivated by bringing glory upon himsdlf. Such glory is
vain and snful. Chrigtians glorify God, not themsdves (Phil. 1:11; 2:11; 4:20).

® having humility of mind, esteeming other Christians as moreimportant than self.
Humility isthe attitude Christ possessed in coming to earth and dying on the cross (Phil. 2:8).
We must be humble to be saved (Ja. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). A humble person considers the welfare
of others more important than any persona opinion and would not divide the body of Christ for
the sake of getting his own way (cf. Rom. 14:1f; 1 Cor. 10:23f).

® |ooking out not only for personal interests, but also for theinterests of others. A
Chrigtian with the humility of Chrigt will look out for the interests of his brethren (Eph. 4:1-3;
Coal. 3:12-15; cf. Rom. 15:1-3; 1 Cor. 9:19-23; Phil. 2:5-8).

These individud characterigtics are necessary for a Chrigtian to be a member of a locadly unified
congregation. A Christianwithout these qualitieswill be divisive; therefore, he will eventualy be rgected
(Tit. 3:9-11; cf. 2 Th. 3:6, 14).

The first two characterigtics are stated in the negative and the last two are stated in the positive. Thefirgt
two express the opposite of the last two characteristics. A sdlfish and concelted person does not have a
humble mind to esteem other Chrigians above himsdf while looking out for the interests of others. We
should note that many (if not dl) divisons of the body of Chrigt relate back to brethren not having the
proper attitude necessary to preserve unity, namey humility.

Humility

L et thisattitude (mind) be inyouwhichwasalsoin Chrigt (Phil. 2:5). Jesus exemplifies the titude
wemug have to be saved (1 Pet. 2:21) and to preserve unity (Eph. 4:1f), namdy humble obedience (Phil.
2:8; Heb. 5:7-8, 9; cf. Ja. 4.6; 1 Pet. 5:5).

To obtain and nurture the mind of Christ within ourselves, we must:
® obey God'sword (Cal. 3:17; 2.Jn. 9). Jesusis God (Jn. 1:1; Phil. 2:6). God's mind isreveded
in Hisword (1 Cor. 2:10-12).
e grow and mature by feeding on God'sword (1 Pet. 2:1-3), exercisng our senses (Heb. 5.9,
12f), having replaced the old man of sin with the new man in Chrigt (Eph. 4:17-6:20; Col. 2:11-
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4:6; Gd. 5:7-6:10).
e continudly grow and mature (Phil. 1:9-11; 1 Tim. 4:7; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 5:11f).

Before coming to earth, Jesuswasin the form of God and equal to God (Phil. 2:6). Jesuswasthe
Word (dn. 1:1-2, 14). HeisCresator (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:2) and Sustainor (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3)
of al things. Jesusistheimage of the invisble God (Cal. 1:15; cf. Jn. 1:18).

Jesus did not consider equality with God a thing to be grasped(i.e., robbery) (Phil. 2:6). Jesusdid
not consider His equdity with God something so important that He would rather graspit (i.e., not let it go)
thancome to earthfor our sdvation. Fortunately, Jesus vaued our savation above being equal with God,;
thus, He emptied Himsdf taking the form of a servant in the likeness of a man.  This expresses Chrigt's
humility (Phil. 2:8) and His love for anful man (dn. 15:13; Eph. 5:2; cf. Rev. 3:19; Tit. 3:4-5).

To cometo earth and save usfrom sin, Jesus (Phil. 2:7-8):

e emptied Himself (made Himsalf of no reputation, nothing). For Jesusto take the form of
asarvant and come in the likeness of man, He had to divest (empty, sef-empty) Himsdlf of
qudities which He had previoudy possessed as being equa with God. God does not
communicate the manner by which Jesus emptied Himsdf or the specific quaities that were
emptied. Hence, speculation of such particularsisvain (1 Pet. 4:11; 1 Cor. 2:10f).

® took theform of a servant (bond-servant, dave). Before coming to earth, Jesuswasin the
form of God. Coming to earth, He took the form of a servant (i.e., dave). Jesuswas not
literdly adave on earth, but Jesus took on the role of adavein His service to God (Phil. 2:8)
and us (Lk. 22:27; Rom. 15:3; Eph. 5:2; cf. Jn. 13:1f).

e wasmadein thelikeness of men. Jesuswas"like' men (cf. Heb. 4:15), but He was not
exactly the same since He retained His deity (Jn. 8:58; 10:30; 14:20; 17:21) asthe Son of God
(Mat. 16:16, 27; 26:63-64) while living in the flesh.

® appeared (fashioned) asa man. "Fashioned" (appearance) denotes the outward appearance
of Jesus - to human eyes He looked like any other man (Is. 53:2).

e humbled Himself becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. Jesus humbled
Himsdlf leaving heaven and coming to earth in the form of aservant. Then, he humbled Himsdlf
to die amiserable and humiliating desth on the cross. At the time of His death, He offered up
prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to God (Heb. 5:7). But though He
was God's Son, He learned obedience by the things He suffered (Heb. 5:8). Hedid dl of this
s0 that He could become the author of eternd salvation to al who obey Him (Heb. 5:9).

It was necessary for Jesus to come in the flesh in order to condemn sin in the flesh and fulfill the righteous
requirement of the law (Rom. 8:3-4; cf. Col. 2:13-14) tasting desth for everyone (Heb. 2:9). Therefore,
we are freefromthe law of anand deathin Christ (Rom. 8:1-2; cf. Heb. 9:11-22) having a compassionate
High Priest (Heb. 4:14-15) who intercedes for us (Heb. 7:25) being the propitiation for our ans (Rom.
3:25; Heb. 2:17; 1 Jn. 2:1-2).

Jesus attitudein doing all of thiswas humble obedience (Phil. 2:8). Theresult of having the same
attitude as Chrigt ishumble obedience (Heb. 5:7-8, 9) that abounds more and moreinlove (Phil. 1:9-11).
The result in the church is unity (Phil. 2:1-5).
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After dying on the cr oss, Jesus was giventhe name whichis above every name (Phil. 2:9). Having
the name above al others, Jesus has the rights and privileges afforded the One of highest rank. Hehasall
authority (Matt. 28:18). God, having put dl things under Jesus feet, made Him Head over dl things to the
church(Eph. 1:20-23; cf. 1 Cor. 15:20-28) giving Him authority over judgment (Jn. 5:24-30; 12:48; 14:6;
Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10).

Therefore, we must obey Jesus (Heb. 5:9; Gdl. 6:2; 2 Jn. 9). We only have accessto God and eternd life
through Jesus (In. 14:6; 16:26-27; Eph. 2:14-18; 3:11-12; Heb. 4:14-16).

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confessthat Jesusis Lord
(Phil. 2:10-11). Bowing the knee denotes proper recognition and respect for authority. Jesus has all
authority (Matt. 28:18); therefore, we must obey Him to be saved (Heb. 5:9). Everything we do must be
in accordance with Hiswill (Cal. 3:17).

God has ordained that Jesus has authority over every redm of existence (Eph. 1:20-23); therefore, every
cresture in every realm must recognize and respectfully submit (i.e., bow the knee) to His authority.

Confession that Jesus is Lord isadmission of His authority. Our submission to the authority which we
confess with our mouthsis evident in dl that we say and do. We must confess Jesus before men to be
saved (Matt. 10:32-33; cf. Rom. 10:8-10).

Although many refuse to respectfully submit to Christ'sauthority on earth, every knee will bow and every
tongue shall confess on the day of judgment (Rom. 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10).

Confession that Jesus isLord glorifiesGod (Phil. 2:11). When we acknowledge that Jesusis Lord,
God isglorified. Suchverbal acknowledgment without obedience to Him is vain worship (Matt. 15:8-9).

Study Questions

1. How and why are Chrigtians like-mindedly unified?

2. What are the characterigtics of aunified church? Explain each characteridtic.

3. What are the characterigics of a Christian who is unified with his brethren? Explain each
characteristic.

4. What atitude (mind) should we have? How do we obtain and nurture that attitude?
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5. What was Jesus position before coming to earth? What was His attitude toward His position?

6. What did Jesus do so that He could come to earth and save us from our sins?

7.  What attitude (mind) wasin Jesus? What is the result of having this same attitude?

8. What was Jesus given after dying on the cross?

9. What does having "the name whichisabove every name' mean? What does thistell us about Jesus?

10. At whose name should every knee bow? What will every tongue confess? When and where will it
happen?

11. Whoisglorified by our confesson? When isthe confesson vain?
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Philippians 2:12-18
Obey, Work Out Your Own Salvation

Therefore (Phil. 2:12): Theimportance of working out our own salvation extendsbeyond the sdif interest
of eternd life. We must aso consider the great price Jesus paid to leave heaven, liveasaman, and dieon
the cross as amotivating factor in our obedience (1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). Therefore, weoweHim
our love and devotion (cf. Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Jn. 4:19) knowing that God will take vengeance onthosewho
do not obey the gospel of Christ (2 Th. 1:6-10; Heb. 10:26-31).

Obey, work out your own salvation (Phil. 2:12). To obey, we must work out our own savation.
Although God works in us (Phil. 2:13), we mug take persona responsbility for our savation (cf. Acts
17:11-12) and work through the particularsin our lifeto obey God. Here, Paul expresdy contradictsthe
doctrines of:

e salvation by faith only. This doctrine teaches that no work is necessary to be saved, just
fath. If thisdoctrine is correct, a man does not have to "work™ out his own savation (cf. Jn.
6:28-29; Ja. 2:24, 26).

e salvation by grace only. Thisdoctrine teaches that God's grace done saves and thet it is
contacted without baptism into Chrigt. If this doctrine is correct, a man does not have to
"work" out his own savation and be baptized into Chrigt (cf. Rom. 6:3; Gd. 3:27; 2 Tim. 1.9;
2:1, 10).

® Dbaptism and prayer for the salvation of thedead. These doctrines teach that aliving
person can be baptized for a dead person who islost. Similar doctrines teach that aliving
person can pray for the salvation of adead person who islost in gin. If thisdoctrine is correct,
aman does not have to "work™ out his own salvation but it can be worked out by other people
after heisdead.

® Calvinism (see below). Four of Cavinism'sfive doctrines of savation are disproved in Phil.
2:12.

Doctrines of Cavinism disproved by Phil. 2:12:

e Unconditional Election (Predestination): This doctrine teaches that God has predestined
(before the foundation of the world) those who will be saved. If this doctrine is correct, aman
does not have to work out his own savation. If God has chosen a person to be saved, he will
be saved without having to work out his own salvation.

e | imited Atonement: This doctrine teachesthat Christ died only for those who had been
predestined. If thisdoctrine is correct, a man cannot work out his own salvation. If God has
not predestined him to be saved, it isimpossible for him to be saved - no matter what.

e |nfallible Grace (Irresistible Grace): This doctrine teaches that the Holy Spirit operates
directly upon those who have been predestined to convert them. If this doctrineis correct, a
man does not have to work out his own salvation. The Holy Spirit works out this person's
savation - the person does not work it out.

® Perseverance of the Saints: This doctrine teechesthat it isimpossible for the dect (the
predestined) to fall away once they have been converted. If thisdoctrineis correct, it does not
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meatter whether Christians work out their own salvation or not, God will save them anyway.

With fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12): Not terror (Phil. 1:28), but hedthy reverential fear and respect
in watchful obedienceto God (cf. Ec. 12:13-14). Without fear and trembling, we will not have the humble
concern (1 Cor. 10:12) and watchfulness (cf. Matt. 24:36-25:46) for our souls to obediently serve God
(2 Cor. 7:15; Eph. 6:5; Heb. 5:9).

The result of understanding the vengeful terror of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:10-11; 2 Th. 1:6-10; Heb. 10:26-31)
is fear and trembling.

For it is God who works in you (Phil. 2:13). "Work" meansto effectually work, to be active, to
produce effect. God effectualy worksin us through Hisword (1 Th. 2:13; cf. Rom. 1:16-17).

God gives us the energy and ability to obey Him. Thus, we have the ability to work out our own salvation
(Phil. 2:12). The gospd is God's power unto salvation to everyone who believes (Rom. 1:16-17; cf. 1
Th.2:13). If we do not obey God, it is not because we do not have the ability but because we do not have
agenuine faith working through love (Ga. 5:6, 16-26; cf. Ja. 2:19-26).

The Greek word trandated "work” gppears only here in Philippians, but note Paul's use of it elsewhere:

® 1Th.2:13 Theword of God effectively worksin us (cf. Rom. 1:16-17).

e Gd. 56 Fathworksthroughlove.

e Eph. 1:.11 In Christ we obtain an inheritance according to the purpose of God who works al
things according to His counsd and will (cf. Eph. 3:10-12).

® Eph. 3:20 God is ableto do exceedingly abundantly above dl that we ask or think, according
to the power that worksin us. God works in us by strengthening the spirit in theinner man
through faith (cf. Rom. 10:17; 1 Th. 2:13), being rooted and grounded in love, and by knowing
the love of Christ which passes knowledge (Eph. 3:16-19).

e Col. 1:29 Paul labored, striving according to God's working in Him. Note that God'swork in
us does not remove our responsbility to labor (cf. Eph. 2:10).

Hold Fast theWord of Life

Do all thingswithout grumbling (murmuring) and disputing (Phil. 2: 14-15). Grumbling and disputing
aresgns of dissatisfactionwith God and Hiswork (cf. Ex. 17:1-16; Num. 11:1-5; 16:41; Jn. 7:32). They
aresin. They tempt Chrigt (1 Cor. 10:9-11) and are often gpparent during suffering (cf. Phil. 1:29).

"Disputing’” does not denote reasonabl e discussion. [t denotesthe disputeswhich arisefrom doubting God.
Such disputes result in grumbling (cf. Jn. 7:32f). Such activity isdivisve (cf. Phil. 2:1-4).

That you may be blameless, innocent (harmless), above reproach (without fault), shine aslights
(Phil. 2:15). Thiscommunicatesthe importance of doing al things without grumbling and disputing. If we
are grumbling and disputing, we are living in Sin and not accomplishing God's work in the kingdom.
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Blameless: without fault, without blemish. Blameess Christians have not defiled their garments with
sn (cf. Rev. 3:4). They cannot be blamed by others of unfaithfulness to God.

Innocent (harmless): literdly, unmixed. Innocent (harmless) Chridtians are guildess, pure, having
sgngleness and smplicity of mind (cf. 2 Cor. 11:3). They are sincerely happy and content to obey God in
whatever state they may be (cf. Phil. 4:12-13).

Abovereproach (without fault): Onewho is blameess and harmlessis without fault.

Shineaslights: Theresult of living above reproach in acrooked and perverse generation (Mait. 5:13-16)
isshining aslights. The result of being shining lightsis the glarification of God (Matt. 5:16; cf. Phil. 1:11;
2:11; 4:20).

In the midst of a crooked and perver se generation (Phil. 2:15): All that is in the world (the lust of
the flesh, the lugt of the eyes, and the pride of life) are not of the Father. Satan's children love the world
and do not practice righteousness (1 Jn. 2:16; 3:10).

The people of the world are crooked and perverse not waking on the sraight and narrow pathway of
righteousness(cf. Matt. 7:13-14; Heb. 10:26-39; 12:12-17; 1 Pet. 2:21-25). Therefore, Christiansshine
aslightsin contrast to the crooked and perverse world in which they live (cf. Jn. 15:18-21; Eph. 5:8-17).

Hold fast (hold forth) the word of life (Phil. 2:16). One who is blameless, innocent, above reproach,
and ashining light is holding fast the word of life,

Hold fast (forth): meansto hold upon, to attend, to retain, and denotes taking heed (cf. Acts 3:5; 1
Tim. 4:16). We mugt take heed to live according to the word of life (cf. Cal. 2:19) which is the gospe
(Rom. 1:16; cf. Ps. 119:50; Jn. 1:1-5; 5:24; 14:6; Acts 13:46, 48; 1 Jn. 1:1). We must obey the gospel
to be saved and receive eternd life (Heb. 5:9; 2 Th. 1:8-10; cf. 1 Pet. 1.2, 22).

Also involved in holding fast (forth) isthe idea of presenting to othersthat which isheld. One who holds
fast the word of life presentsiit to others, putting it ondisplay asashininglight. Thus, thechurchisthepillar
and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:14-15).

That | may reoiceinthe day of Christ (Phil. 2:16-17): If the Philippians had not hed fast to the word
of life, Paul could not have rejoiced with them in the day of Christ. Because, they would have been lost.
Hence, he would have labored in vain.

Thisverse (aswdl as many others) teaches usthat we can be lost after having become a Chrigtian(cf. Phil.
3:12-14; 1 Cor. 9:27; Gd. 5:4; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 5:15; 2 Th. 2:1-3; Heb. 4:11; 5:12-6:8; 10:26-31; 12:15;
Ja. 5:19-20; 2 Pet. 1:5-11; 3:17-18).
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Rejoice

You also be glad and regoice with me (Phil. 2:18). Paul'sjoy in suffering was the salvation of souls.
Thus, he asked them to rgjoice with him. Likewise, we regjoice when we suffer knowing that it makes us
stronger thus helping us attain to eternd life (cf. Rom. 5:1-11; Ja. 1:2-8; 1 Pet. 4:12-19; Phil. 3:12-14).

Holding fast to the word of life, we should rejoicefor ourselvesand dl who are saved (cf. Phil. 3:1, 3; 4:4).

Study Questions

1. Why should we work out our own sdvation?

2. What does it mean to work out your own salvation?

3.  Which fdse doctrines are disproved by Phil. 2:12? Why?

4. What doesfear and trembling have to do with working out our salvation?

5. Whoworksin us? Why and how does He work in us?

6. What resultsin grumbling and disputing?

7. Why should we do dl things without grumbling (murmuring) and disputing?

8. How does Paul describe the world in which we live? What are Chrigtians in the world?

9. When do Chrigians shine aslights? Explain. What results?

10. What istheword of life? How do we hold fast the word of life? Why isit important?

11. Why will Paul rgjoice in the day of Christ? How isthis gpplicable to us?
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12. Why did Paul rgjoice whilein prison? Why should we rgoice when suffering?
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Philippians 2:19-30
Timothy

Timothy (Phil. 2:19) was evidently converted by Paul (1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 1.2). Hewas an evangdist
(2 Tim. 4:5) and traveled with Paul on his second (Acts 16:1-3) and third (Acts 20:4) missonary journeys.
While Paul was in prison, Timothy ministered to him in addition to doing the work of an evangdig (Phil.
1:1; 2:19, 23). Timothy was preaching in Ephesus a the time Paul wrote First Timothy (1 Tim. 1:3).
Timothy was imprisoned for awhile after which he continued his evangdigtic work (Heb. 13:23).

Paul planned to send Timothy to Philippi shortly (Phil. 2:19-21). By sending Timothy to Philippi:
e Paul would be encouraged upon Timothy's return to Rome by hearing news about the church in
Philippi.
® Timothy would sSncerdy minister to the Philippians

Since Paul expected to be encouraged by the news he would receive from Timothy, we see Paul's
confidence in the Philippians. He fully expected agood report which would encourage him to endure the
trids of imprisonment and his apostleship (Phil. 1:19-26; 2:17; cf. 2 Cor. 6:1-10; 11:22-33). Likewise,
we should fully expect faithful brethrento remain fathful to God. And we should be, therefore, encouraged
by their fathfulness. Unfortunately, some brethren depart from the faith producing grest sorrow among
their brethren (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-13; 4:2-4).

Timothy sincerely cared for the wefare of the Philippians (cf. Phil. 1:15-17). Hewould teach and preach
the gospe with no other motive than helping them to grow inthe Lord (cf. Phil. 2:21-22). Likewise, we
should sincerely care for our brethren's welfare (cf. Phil. 2:3-4).

Most peoplelook out for their own best interests, not those of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:21). Thisis
true of:

e unbdievers. Unbeieversdo not obey Chrigt (Heb. 5:9; 2 Th. 1:8).

® thosewho ingncerdy preach Christ from sdifish ambition (Phil. 1:15).

e divisve brethren (Phil. 2:3-4).

Faithful Chrigtians seek the things whichare of Chrigt (Phil. 4:8; Col. 3:1-4, 17), not the things of the world
(1 dn. 215-17; cf. 1 In. 5:3). For faithful Chrigtians, to liveis Chrigt (Phil. 1:21).

Timothy had provenhisworth by serving in the furtherance of the gospe with Paul (Phil. 2:22).
Wedl have important work to do in the body of Christ (Eph. 4:16) for furtherance of the gospd.

Thereault of fathfully livingin Chrigt ishaving aproven character and worth (cf. Rom.12:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:8;
13:5; Gd. 6:4).

Paul trusted in theLord (Phil. 2:19, 24). Paul planned on sending Timathy to them (Phil. 2:19) and
persondly vigting them (Phil. 2:24). However, his plans were made trugting inthe Lord for His will to be
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done (cf. Ja. 4:13-17; 2 Cor. 1:15f; Rom. 8:28; Phil. 4:13).

We cando dl things through Christ who strengthens us (Phil. 4:13; cf. Eph. 3:14-21). Theresult of trusting
inthe Lord is peace (Phil. 4:7).

Epaphroditus

Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:25) is only mentioned in Philippians (Phil. 2:25; 4:18). The church a Philippi sent
Epaphroditus to Rome to ddiver their gift to Paul (Phil. 4:18). After arriving in Rome, Epaphroditus
becameill asaresult of hislabor for thework of Chrigt (Phil. 2:25-30).

Paul describeshim asa

® "brother" denoting a Christian, amember of Chrigt's bodly.

e "fdlow worker" denoting hiswork with Paul in the gospd.

e "fellow soldier” denoting hiswork with Paul inthe Lord'sarmy. The corpora dangers of
preaching were as great as warfare. They were fighting awar againg the rulers of darkness
(Eph. 6:12).

"messenger.” Epaphroditus had delivered their message and gift to Paul (Phil. 4:18).
"minister." Epaphroditus ministered to Paul's need.

Philippians 2:25f implies that Paul sent Epaphroditus back to Philippi with this epistle.

Epaphroditus was longing for them (Phil. 2:26). He longed to be home with his brethren. He was
distressed that they had heard he was sick. Likewise, we should miss our brethren when we are apart.
And, we should have deep concern for brethren in their troubles (cf. Phil. 2:3-4; Rom. 12:9-16).

Epaphrodituswas sick (Phil. 2:27, 30):
e amog unto death (Phil. 2:27).
e for thework of Chrigt (Phil. 2:30).

Godwas merciful to Epaphroditus and Paul by sparing Epaphroditus life (Phil. 2:27). When God
answers our prayers and spares alife:

® Heismerciful toward the one who was spared.

® Heismerciful to those who prayed for Him to spare the life.

® Heismerciful to those who would have grieved at the passing of aloved one.

The Philippians wouldr g oice whenseeing Epaphroditus (Phil. 2:28). Especialy when onehasnearly
died fromanillness, brethrenrejoice whenbeing reunited. 1n the case of Epaphroditus, he had been their
messenger (Phil. 2:25; 4:18) and nearly died working for the Lord on their behaf (Phil. 2:30).

Receive him in the Lord with all joy (gladness, Phil. 2:29). All rgoicing by Chridiansisin the Lord
(Pnil. 4:4). We rgoice having the peace of God and for answered prayers (Phil. 3:1; 4:4-7). The
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Philippians prayers had been answered by Epaphroditus return; therefore, they should rgjoice. Likewise,
we should rejoice when God answers our prayers.

Hold Epaphroditus in high regard (in esteem, Phil. 2:29-30). Epaphroditus placed greater valuein
doing the work of Christ than he placed on his own mortd life  All Christians should have the same
dedication (Matt. 16:24-26; Lk.14:26-27, 33) and should be held in high regard.

Epaphroditus worked to supply what was lacking in the Philippians service to Paul. Although the

Philippians had sent gifts to Paul (Phil. 4:14-18), some things could not be supplied without someone
physicaly doing the work (cf. Phil. 2:30). Money done cannot do the work of Chridt.

Study Questions

1. Who was Timathy?

2. Why did Paul want to send Timothy to Philippi?

3.  What concerndid Timothy have for other Christians? If we sincerely care for our brethren, what will
we do?

4. How was Timaothy different from worldly people? If we are like Timothy, what will be our top
priority?

5.  What had Timothy proven? What should be proven by every Chrigtian's life?

6. Inwhom did Paul place histrust? How isthis applicable to us today?

7. Who was Epaphroditus? How did Paul describe him? How are these adjectives applicable to
Chrigtians today?

8. Why did Paul call Epaphroditus the Philippians messenger?

9. What was Epaphroditus’ attitude toward the Philippians? In what way should we have the same
attitude toward brethren?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

How sick was Epaphroditus? Why was he sick?

How was God merciful toward Epaphroditus and Paul? How is this applicable to us today?

Why would the Philippians reg oice when seeing Epaphroditus? How isthis applicable to us today?

How were the Philippians to receive Epaphroditus? How should we receive one another today?
Explan.

Why were the Philippians to hold Epaphroditus in high regard? Who should we hold in high regard
today? Why?

Can money aone accomplish the Lord's work? Why?
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Philippians 3:1-11

Regoicein thelLord:
Have No Confidencein the Flesh

Finally (Phil. 3:1): Thisexpressonisoften used by Paul to sgnd thefind exhortations of the epistie (Phil.
4:8; cf. 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 6:10). But, when appearing around the middle of the epistle, Paul and Peter
use "finaly" to identify the central theme of the epistle (1 Th. 4:1; 1 Pet. 3:8).

InPhilippians, the central themeis"rgoice” (Phil. 3:1; 4:4). The theme has been developed in Phil. 1:18;
2:16, 17, 18 and specific references to rgoicing from this point forward appear in Phil. 3:3; 4:4, 10.

Regjoice in the Lord (Phil. 3:1). Chrigtians rgjoice in respect to the things associated with the Lord
including suffering (cf. Phil. 1:12-18; Rom. 5:1-5; Ja. 1:2-5; 1 Pet. 4:12-19).

Regoicing inthe Lord is (Phil. 3:1-11):
® heing aware of fase teachers and fase religions (Phil. 3:2-3).
not rgoicing (i.e., having confidence) in the flesh (Phil. 3:3; cf. 1 Tim. 6:6-10, 17-19).
worshiping in the Spirit of God (Phil. 3:3; cf. John 4:24).
counting dl things asloss (Phil. 3:8).
having the righteousness which is from God through faith in Jesus Chrigt (Phil. 3:8-10).
knowing Christ and the power of His resurrection (Phil. 3:10).
having fdlowship with Chrigt's sufferings (Phil. 3:10).
being conformed to Christ's desth (Phil. 3:10).
attaining to the resurrection from the dead (Phil. 3:11).

Beware (Phil. 3:2-3): To rgoice, the Philippians mugt watch out for the members and leaders of fdse
religions. These people are described as:
® "thedogs' dencting the Jewswho had mingled their Jewish traditions with the gospel.
® "evil workers." Thework of the Jawswas evil.
e "mutilation" ("falsecircumcison") dencting their practice of physical circumcison. They
taught that a person had to keep the Mosaic Law (be physicaly circumcised) to go to heaven.
God had changed the law (Heb. 7:12) and no longer commanded physical circumcision but
gpiritud circumcison (Cal. 2:11-12). The Jews who sought righteousness by keeping the
Mosaic Law were practicing mutilation (false circumcision).

The Jews and Gnostics had aready begun intermingling their traditions and doctrines with the gospel to
form different gospdls (cf. Gal. 1:6-10; Col. 2:16-23). Paul's epistles to the Galatians, Ephesans,
Colossans, and Thessalonians particularly address the false rdigious doctrines of the day (in addition to
other epistles written by him, John, Peter, and Jude).

Torgoicein the Lord, Christians must beware of (i.e., watchout for) the falsedoctrines and rdigions that
s0 easily ensnare their victims (cf. Col. 2:8, 18-19, 20-23).
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Wearethecircumcison (Phil. 3:3). "We" denotes Christians (not the Jews).

In this context, "the circumcison” denotes the sons of Abraham. They are the ones who receive the
promise. They are God's children (cf. Gd. 3:1-4:7; Cal. 2:11-12).

The circumcision (i.e, true circumcision, children of God):
e worship in the Spirit of God (cf. Jn. 4:23-24). These are the ones who have the righteousness
which isfrom God through faith in Chrigt (Phil. 3:9).
® rgoice (glory) in Christ Jesus.
® have no confidence in the flesh.

The drcumdsion (Chrigtians) has no confidence in the flesh. "Circumcison™ means a cutting round.
Heshly circumcisonisremoval of flesh. Spiritua circumcsonisremovd of thesnful man (i.e, fleshly man)
when buried and raised with Chrigt in baptism (Col. 2:11-12). Therefore, Chrigians glory in Christ and
have no confidence in the flesh.

Paul presents himsalf asan example of not glorying in theflesh (Phil. 3:4-7). Theareasin which
Paul could have gloried as a Jew were:
® hisheritage. He was circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Isradl, the tribe of Benjamin,
aHebrew of the Hebrews.
® theMosaicLaw. HewasaPharisee.
® hiszeal. He persecuted the church.
® hisrighteousness under the Mosaic Law. He was blamdess.

Although Paul could have gloried in the flesh according to the Mosaic Law, he would have beenlogtingn.
Hewould not have Chrigt (Phil. 3:7). In order to gain Chrigt, Paul had to count fleshly things asloss. Jesus
taught the same principle saying that we must forsake dl, bearing our cross, tobeHisdisciple (Matt. 16:24-
28; Lk. 14:26-33; cf. Matt. 10:34-39).

Chridians have crucified the old man of sn in baptism (Rom. 6:3, 6; cf. Gd. 2:20; 5:24; 6:14) gaining
godliness and contentment (1 Tim. 6:6-8; cf. Phil. 4:4-13). Wedo not trust in fleshly (i.e., worldly) riches,
but store up for ourselves a good foundation for the time to come that we may lay hold of eternd life (1
Tim. 6:17-19; cf. Matt. 6:19-21).

NoteonPhil. 3:7: Paul counted dl of the fleshly things (plurd) asloss (Sngular, i.e., agngleloss). Hedid
not count each aspect of the flesh a separate loss. Likewise, our dtitude isto count dl fleshly thingsasa
sngleloss so that we may attain to the excellence of knowing Chrigt (Phil. 3:7-11).

Regoicein thelLord:
Count All ThingsasLoss, Know Christ

It isnecessary to count all thingsloss (Phil. 3:7-11):
e for Christ. We cannot be Chrigt's disciple without counting dl things asloss (Lk. 9:23-27; cf.
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Matt. 19:16-22; Lk. 9:57-62).

for the value (excellence) of knowing Jesus Christ. Wergoicein the Lord (Phil. 3:1, 3)
because it is of greater value to know Christ and be saved than to glory in theflesh. Therefore,
the loss which we suffer in the flesh isworth the great vaue of knowing Chrigt.

to gain Christ. We cannot gain Christ without first counting al things loss by repenting (LK.
13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 17:30).

to befound in Christ. We are baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27) being buried and
raised with Him through faith in the working of God (Cal. 2:11-12). Having been made dive
with Chrigt (Cal. 2:13), our life is hidden with Him in God (Col. 3:1-4; cf. 2 Tim. 4:8).

to have the righteousness which comes from God by faith in Christ. Paul contrasts the
righteousness which comes from God with the Mosaic Law (cf. Heb. 7:12; cf. Gd. 6:2; 2 Jn.
9). Jesus nailed the handwriting of requirements (i.e., the Mosaic Law) to the cross (Cal.
2:14). We are made righteous when buried and raised with Him in baptism (Cal. 1:13-14, 19-
23; 2:11-14); therefore, we do not subject oursdlves to the things of the flesh (Cal. 2:20-23).
to know Chrigt. To know God isto obey the gospel (2 Th. 1:8; 1 Jn. 2:3-5). To know God
isto know Chrigt (1 Jn. 1:1-7; 2:3-5).

To know Chrig isto:

know the power of His resurrection. The greatness of God's power which He exercised in
raising Christ from the dead is exercised toward those who believe (Eph. 1:19-20; cf. Eph.
3:14-21; Phil. 2:13; 4:4-9).

have fellowship with His sufferings (Phil. 1:29; 2 Tim. 3:12; Heb. 13:12-16).

be conformed to Hisdeath (cf. Gal. 2:20; 5:24; 6:14). We are conformed to Christ's death
when baptized (Rom. 6:3f; Cal. 2:11f). From that day forward, we must daily put the flesh to
death (1 Cor. 15:31).

attain to theresurrection from thedead. Those who know Chrigt, obey Him. Therefore,
they will appear with Him in glory (Cal. 3:4; 2 Th. 1:5-10) and receive acrown of
righteousness (Phil. 3:12-14; 2 Tim. 4:8).

Study Questions

1. What isthe centrd theme of Philippians?

2. What are theingredients of rgoicing as communicated by Paul in the second haf of Philippians?

3. What doesit mean to rgoicein the Lord?

4. Of whom must we "beware’ to rgoicein the Lord?
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5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Who isthe circumcison?

What confidence could Paul have had in the flesh? What was Paul's attitude toward fleshly
confidence?

What confidence could we have in the flesh today? How should we view such confidence?

Why must we count al fleshly things as loss?

Wha must we do to gain Chrigt?

What must we do to be found in Chris? What does it mean to be found in Chrigt?

What does it mean to know Christ?

In what way do we know the power of Christ's resurrection?

In what way do we have fdlowship with Christ's sufferings?

What must we do to attain to the resurrection of the dead?
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Philippians 3:12-4:1
Not Once Saved Always Saved

The gpostle Paul knew that he could belost (1 Cor. 9:27). Hehad not yet attained to the resurrection from
the dead (Phil. 3:11). Inthislesson, Paul continues teaching us the proper attitude toward savation. We
must redize that we can be logt; therefore, we must press on toward the goa (Phil. 3:12, 14) by standing
fast inthe Lord (Phil. 4:1).

Not that | (Phil. 3:12-13):

® have already attained (obtained). Paul had not yet obtained sdvation (Phil. 3:12, 14)
athough his citizenship was in heaven (Phil. 3:20).

e am already perfected. Paul was spiritualy mature (cf. Heb. 5:12f) but not absolutely perfect
(cf. Phil. 3:20-21). He had to dedl with temptation on adaily basis (1 Cor. 15:31). And, his
lowly body had not been transformed into a glorious, spiritua body (Phil. 3:20-21).

® have apprehended (laid hold). Paul had not laid hold of eternal savation as he would upon
the transforming of his body by Jesus Chrigt (Phil. 3:20-21; cf. Phil. 1:23).

Since we have not a ready attained (obtained), been perfected, or apprehended (laid hold), we mugt stand
fast inthe Lord (Phil. 4:1). Else, we will fall away and be log.

Note these Scripturesteaching that once we are saved, we can again belogt in sin (1 Cor. 9:27; G4l. 5:4;
Col. 2:4,18-19; 2 Th. 2:1-3; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-13; Heb. 3:12; 4:11; 6:4-6; 10:26-31; 12:15; Ja
5:19-20; 2 Pet. 2:1-3, 18-22; Rev. 3:4-5).

Pressng Toward the Goal

Press on (Phil. 3:12, 14): "Press on" is metaphorically used of a foot race; therefore, it denotes
persistent pursuit (cf. Rom. 9:30; 14:19; 1 Cor. 14:1; 1 Th. 5:15; 1 Tim. 6:11).

It is necessary to "presson'™:
® 0 that we may lay hold of that for which Chrigt Jesus has dso laid hold of for us (Phil. 3:12-
14).
® to obtain the prize of the upward cal of God in Chrigt Jesus (Phil. 3:14).

To "presson” we must:
e forget those things which are behind (Phil. 3:13).
e reach forward to those things which are ahead (Phil. 3:13).
e fix our amonthegod (Phil. 3:14).
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That | may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus hasalso laid hold of me (Phil. 3:12-14): Jesus
lad hold of Paul, cdlinghiminto His service (Acts 9:1f; cf. Gal. 1:15-16). Upon obedience to the Lord's
command to be baptized washing away hissns (Act 22:16), Paul was saved. But, hehad not fully atained
(obtained) eternd life (Phil. 3:12-14). Therefore, Paul had to press on in pursuit of perfectioninattaning
to the resurrection of the dead (Phil. 3:11, 20-21).

Like Paul, we are saved when we are baptized, washing away out 9ns (Acts 22:16; cf. Acts 2:38; 1 Pet.
3:21). And, we mugt daily press on to the prize of the upward cal of God in Chrigt - eternd life.

Forgetting those things which are behind (Phil. 3:13): Paul did not dwell on the past whether good
or bad (cf. Lk. 9:62). We should not be paralyzed by remorse for past sins that are forgiven. And, we
cannot count our past work for the Lord as credit for today's work. We must forget the past and do our
best every day in service to God.

Reaching forward to thosethings whichare ahead (Phil. 3:13): Paul continuesthe athletic metaphor.
The athlete presses oninstrenuous pursuit of the prize. He reaches (stretches) forward with al hisstrength
to win the race and lay hold of the prize (cf. 1 Cor. 9:24-27). For us, the things thet lie ahead include our
future service to God and eternd life (Phil. 3:14; cf. 2 Tim. 4:7-8; Heb. 12:1-2).

| presstoward the goal (Phil. 3:14). "God" isliterdly a mark upon which one would fix hiseye. A
runner runs toward a specific mark to win the race. And, ashooter amsat amark. A Christian's mark
iseternd life (i.e, the prize of the upward cal of God in Chrigt). Our amis fixed on Jesus who is seeted
at God'sright hand (Heb. 12:1-2).

For the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14): The prize is eternd life (Phil.
3:20-21; cf. 2 Tim. 4:8) to which God cdlls us through the gospdl (2 Th. 2:13-14).

Let asmany as are mature (perfect) have thisattitude (mind, Phil. 3:15). The atitude of mature
Chrigiansis to humbly press on (Phil. 3:12, 14; 2:5f). Thus, they continually grow spiritudly (Heb. 5:12f;
1 Pet. 2:2-3) and receive the prize in the end (Phil. 3:12-14).

If in anything you have a different attitude (i.e., think otherwise), God will reveal eventhistoyou
(Phil. 3:15). If in any matter they did not have the attitude of humbly pressing on to grow spiritudly and
reaching forward to things which are ahead, God would reved that their attitude was improper. 1n such
matters, they lacked maturity and were in danger of eternal damnation (cf. 1 Cor. 10:12).

How would God reved this to them?

® At thetime Paul wrote to the Philippians, God worked miraculoudy through the Holy Spirit.
Thus, it could have been revealed to them miraculoudy by apostles, prophets, teachers,
through gifts of knowledge, wisdom, tongues, or interpretation (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 27-30).
God'swill was revealed through the ordl and written word (2 Th. 2:15).

® Today, miraculous gifts have ceased (1 Cor. 13:1-13). Therefore, this attitude is reveded in
theword of God (Phil. 2:5; 3:12-16; cf. Rom. 1:17; 10:17; 1 Th. 2:13; Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Pet.
1.2, 22-2:3; 2 Pet. 1:3).
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® Then and now, God providentidly corrects His children by chastening them (Heb. 12:3-11)
when they are ensnared in sin (cf. Heb. 12:1-2) and fdling short of His grace (Heb. 12:12-15).

K eepliving by the same rule (sandar d) to whichwe have already attained (Phil. 3:16). No matter
where we are in spiritud growth and development, we must continue to move forward (not backward).
We mugt live by the stlandard to which we have attained and press on reaching for the things which are
ahead. Wemust not draw back (i.e., backdide) to perdition (Heb. 10:39) but gainin strength (Heb. 12:12;
Phil. 2:13; cf. Rom. 1:16; 10:17) making our path sraight (Heb. 12:13-15).

Note (Observe)
Those Who Walk According to the Apostolic Pattern

Join in following my example (Phil. 3:17). We are commanded to follow (imitate) the apostles (cf. 1
Cor. 4:16; 11:1). We must withdraw from Chrigtians who do not imitate the apostles by keeping the
gpogtalic traditions (2 Th. 3:6, 14).

Observe (note, mark) those who walk according to the pattern you have in us (Phil. 3:17). In
imitating the gpostles, we mugt observe (i.e.,, note, mark) faithful Christians who are walking according to
the gpogtalic pattern (cf. Phil. 1:10). In harmony with the athletic metaphors Paul has been using (Phil.
3:12-14), we learn from the godly example of more mature Chrigtians as an athlete learns from watching
and associating with more advanced ahletesin his sport.

We are dso commanded to note (keep our eye on) those who cause divisons and offences contrary to the
doctrine of Chrigt (Rom. 16:17). Therefore, every Christian must be marked (noted, observed) for his
good example (Phil. 3:17) or his bad example (Rom. 16:17).

Paul statestwo reasons for the importance of observing (marking, noting) thosewho wak according to the
gpogtolic example.

® There are many enemies of the cross of Chrigt (Phil. 3:18-19).

® QOur citizenshipisin heaven (Phil. 3:20-21).

For many are enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil. 3:18-19): We must observe (note, mark) the
Chrigtians who are waking according to the gpostalic pattern becausetherearemany who wak as enemies
of the cross (cf. Phil. 1:15-16; Gd. 2:4-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). Everyone who is not marked as walking
according to the gpogtolic pattern is an enemy of the cross.

Characterigtics of an enemy of the cross (Phil. 3:19):

Their end is destruction (i.e, eternal damnation; 2 Th. 1:6-9; 2 Pet. 3:16).

Their god istheir belly (cf. Rom. 16:17-18). They areidolaters (cf. Cal. 3:5; 2 Tim. 3:1-9).
Their glory istheir shame (Rom. 1:22-32; 1 Cor. 1:18-2:5).

Their minds are set on earthly things (cf. Phil. 4:8-9; Cal. 3:1-4).
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Our Citizenship isin Heaven, Stand Fast in the Lord

For our citizenship isin heaven (Phil. 3:20): We must observe (note, mark) the Chrigtians who are
waking according to the apostolic pattern because our dtizenship isinheaven. Our citizenshipisin heaven
because we are in Christ and members of the household of God (cf. Gal. 2:20; Cal. 3:3; Eph. 2:19-20; 1
Tim. 3:15). We have come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusdem (Heb. 12:22; Gd. 4:26).
Our names are written in the Book of Life (Phil. 4:3).

As dtizens of heaven, we contrast ourselves with the enemies of the cross. Our end is eternd life, not
eterna destruction. Our God is the God of heaven, not earthly idols. Our glory isin Chrigt. It is not
shameful. Our minds are set on heavenly things, not on things of the earth.

From which we eagerly wait for the Savior (Phil. 3:20): Jesusisin heaven, sested at the right hand
of God (Heb. 8:1). Weeagerly wait for the Savior from heaven according to our earnest expectation and
hope (Phil. 1:20; cf. Col. 3:1-4; 2 Th. 1:5-10).

Jesus will transform our lowly body into confor mity with the body of Hisglory (Phil. 3:21). We
eagerly wait for Jesus to change our lowly, fleshly bodiesinto aglorious, spiritud body (cf. Rom. 8:10-11;
1 Cor. 15:35-58; 2 Cor. 5:1-8; Col. 3:4; 1 Jn. 3:2; Matt. 22:30).

By the exertion of Hispower (i.e., according to Hisworking, Phil. 3:21): Jesuswill transform our
lowly bodiesinto glorious, spiritud bodies by the power He exertsto subdue (subject) dl things to Himsdlf
(1 Cor. 15:24-28; Eph. 1:19-23; Col. 1:16-18; Heb. 1:3; Rev. 5:1-7; 19:11-21).

Therefore, inthisway stand firm (stand fast) in the Lord (Phil. 4:1). Wemus stand fastinthe Lord
to be saved (cf. Phil. 3:19, 21; 1 Cor. 15:57-58). Wemust standinthegospd (1 Cor. 15:1; cf. 2 Th. 1:8),
holding fast to the word of life (Phil. 2:16) and to Christ (Cal. 2:19).

To gand firm in the Lord:
® our love must abound more and more in knowledge and al discernment. We approve the things
whichare excdlent, we are sincere, and we are filled withthe fruits of righteousness (Phil. 1:9-11).
® our conduct must be worthy of the gospel of Christ (Phil. 1:27-28). We are not terrified by our
adversaries.
we must be unified with faithful brethren (Phil. 2:1-4).
we must have an attitude of humility (Phil. 2:5-8).
we must work out our own sdvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12).
we must hold fast to the word of life (Phil. 2:16).
we mugt rgoice in the Lord - not the flesh (Phil. 3:1-8).
we must befound in Christ, having the righteousnesswhichisfrom God through faithin Jesus Christ
(Phil. 3:9-11).
we must press toward the god for the prize of the upward cal of God in Chrigt (Phil. 3:12-14).
e we must follow the apostalic example (Phil. 3:17-19).

The result of sanding fast in the Lord is having an earnest expectation and hope of eternd life (Phil. 1:20;
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Tit. 1.2; 3.7).

Study Questions

1. Did Paul believe that once he was saved he was aways saved?

2. Did Paul believe that he could be eterndly lost even after being an apostle?

3.  What should our attitude be toward salvation?

4. What doesit mean to "presson?' Toward what was Paul pressing on? How doesthis apply to us?

5. What did Paul forget? To what did he reach forward?

6. Whatattitude(mind) should mature (perfect) Christians have? What will God reved to Christianswho
did not have this attitude? How?

7.  What does it mean to keep living by the same rule (sandard) to which we have dready attained?

8. Who does Paul tell usto note (observe)? Why?

9. What are the characterigtics of an enemy of the cross of Christ? What is his end?

10. Whereisour citizenship? How are the citizens of heaven contrasted with the enemies of the cross?

11. For whom and what do we eagerly wait?

12. What doesit mean to stand firm (sand fast) in the Lord? Why isit important?
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Philippians 4:2-9
Livein Harmony

Euodia and Syntyche (Phil. 4:2-3): We know nothing about these two women except what is written
here. Paul urged (i.e,, implored) them to live in harmony in the Lord. They probably exemplified the
problem about which much of this epistle addressed (cf. Phil. 2:1f).

Live in harmony (i.e., be of the same mind) in the Lord (Phil. 4:2; cf. Rom. 12:16). When we
rgoiceinthe Lord (Phil. 4:4) weliveinharmony withour brethren because we are gentle, not anxious, and
live in peace (Phil.4:5-7). We cannot rejoice in the Lord without living in harmony with our brethren.

True companion (Phil. 4:3): There has been much speculation about whom this companion may have
been. Some have speculated that it was Paul's wife which would be impossible according to his own
teaching (1 Cor. 7:5, 7-9). Others have speculated that it is Epaphroditus, Lydia, or another Philippian.

Paul asked histrue companion to help the women who had labored (i.e., struggled) withhiminthe gospel
aong with Clement and the rest of hisfdlow workers.

Clement (Phil. 4:3): There has been much speculation as to the identity of this man named Clement.
Higtorica evidence points to Clement of Rome or a pupil of an apostle. But since "Clement" was a
common name, hisidentity is uncertain.

Book of Life (Phil. 4:3): Thisbook isarecord of the names of the saints (Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12;
21:27; cf. 1s. 4:3). Itislocated in heaven (LK. 10:20; Heb. 12:23). A saint'snameisblotted out if hesns
and does not repent (Rev. 3:5; Ex. 32:32; Ps. 69:28).

At the find judgment, anyone whose name is not written in the Book of Lifeisthrown into the lake of fire
(Rev. 20:15).

RegoiceinthelLord

Regoicein theLord (Phil. 4:4). Here, the central theme of the epistleisreiterated and emphasized (cf.
Phil. 3:1f). Paul explainsin this context that rgjoicing in the Lord yidds:

® gentleness (Phil. 4:5).

o freedom from anxiety (Phil. 4:6).

® the peace of God (Phil. 4:7).
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Gentleness

L et your gentleness (gentle spirit) be known to all men (Phil. 4:5). Rgoicing in the Lord yields
gentleness. A gentle person is equitable, fair, mild, moderate, and forbearing (cf. 1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 3.2, Ja
3:17) in contrast to a harsh and unreasonable person (1 Pet. 2:18).

ThelLordisnear (at hand, Phil.4:5). TheLordisnear by. He watches over us and protects us (Ps.
145:17-20; Rom. 8:28-39; Eph. 6:10-19). With this confidence, we have the meekness and gentleness
of Chrigt (2 Cor. 10:1; cf. Phil. 2:5f).

Freedom from Anxiety, The Peace of God

Be anxious for nothing (Phil. 4:6). "Anxious' in this verse denotes the unease of mind resulting from
being consumed with worldly care.

Rejoicing in the Lord yidds freedom from anxiety.
® Wergoiceinthe Lord seeking first God's kingdom and Hisrighteousness. Wedo not worry (are
not anxious) about tomorrow (Matt. 6:24-34).
e \We are confident of the Lord's abiding care (Phil. 4:6-7; 1 Pet. 5:6-7; Rom. 8:28f).
® Therefore, we are free from anxiety having the peace of God (Phil. 4:6-7).

In everything, let your requests be made known to God (Phil. 4:6). Anything that causes anxiety
should be made knownto God in prayer. Having humbly and confidently cast our anxiety (care) upon Him
(1 Pet. 5:6-7), we have peace (Phil. 4.7).

We make our requests known to God:

® by prayer. "Prayer" isagenerd addressto God. A prayer can include one or more
supplications.

® by supplication. "Supplication” is a specific entreaty. A prayer can be composed of asingle
supplication, but supplications are not necessarily in every prayer.

e with thanksgiving. Our prayers should include thanksgiving for answered prayers and for our
blessngs (cf. 1 Th. 5:18). Thankfully naming our blessngsin prayer causes usto rgjoice (Phil.
4:4-7; 1 Th. 5:16-18).

The peace of God (Phil. 4:7): "Peace" denotesthe state of tranquility (cf. Phil. 1:2; 4:9). We have
peace with God having been judtified by faiththrough Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1; 6:17; 16:26). Then, waking
by the Spirit we live in peace (Gal. 5:16-25) though the world around us might be filled with turmail (cf.
Rom. 5:1-4; Ja. 1:2-8).

The peace of God is the peace that only comesfrom God and is the cure for anxiety. Having humbly and
confidently cast our cares upon God (1 Pet. 5:6-7), we live at peace with God, ourselves, brethren, and
mankind.
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The peace of God surpasses all comprehension (under standing, Phil. 4:7). Man with his carnd-
fleshly-mind cannot comprehend the peace that only comesfromGod (cf. Rom. 1:28; Eph. 3:19; 4:17; Cal.
2:18; 1 Tim. 6:5; 2 Tim. 3:8; Tit. 1:15). Human reasoning is inadequate to understand the peace of God
since the highest spiritua blessngs cannot be understood with acarna mind (1 Cor. 1:18f; 3:1-4; Eph.
4:17-23; Col. 2:2-3).

As Chrigtians, we bdlieve in God's promise of peace (cf. Rom. 8:28f). But we cannot comprehend it until
experiencing it in our lives (cf. Eph. 3:20).

The peace of God guards our hearts and minds in Christ (Phil. 4:7). "Guard" is a military term
meaning to keep by guarding, as a garrison stands watch over a city (2 Cor. 11:32; cf. Acts 9:24).

The peace of God guards our hearts and minds againgt anxiety. Therefore, wetranquilly (i.e., peacefully)
ded with lifes difficulties (cf. Rom. 5:1-4; Ja. 1:2-8; Eph. 6:10-18).

Dwell on These Things,
The Peace of God Will Be With You

Finally (Phil. 4:8): See notes on Philippians 3:1. Here, the word "findly" denotes that Paul isbeginning
hisfina exhortations.

Dwell (think, meditate) on these things (Phil. 4:8): These are the things we should continualy dwell
upon. Our mind is busy thinking upon godly things leaving no time or dispositionto entertain evil thoughts.
The result of godly thoughtsis godly actions (cf. Matt. 15:17-20).

Dwdl on:

e whatever istrue. God'sword istruth (Jn. 17:17). All of our thoughts must be solely based
upon the things authorized by God's word (cf. Col. 3:17; 1 Pet. 4:11). God'sword isthe only
determining factor in whether athing is honorable, right, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous,
or praiseworthy.

e whatever ishonorable (noble). We must conduct oursaves honorably and with dignity (1
Tim. 3:8, 11; Tit. 2:2). Our thoughts must be upon things thet are honorable so that our actions
are honorable (Matt. 15:17-20).

e whatever isright (just). Peoplewho are"right" are called righteous and just (1 Jn. 2:29; 37,
1 Pet. 3:12). Righteous people live by faith (Rom. 1:17; 2 Cor. 5:7; Gdl. 3:11). Faith comes
by hearing the word of God (Rom.10:17). The thingsthat are revedled in Hisword are "right”
and should be dwelled upon by the righteous.

e whatever ispure. "Pureé' comes from the sameroot as"holy." "Pure’ means undefiled,
uncontaminated, chaste, (2 Cor. 11:2), and free fromsin (1 Tim. 5:22; cf. 1 Jn. 3:3).
Wisdom from heaven is pure (Ja 3:17) in contrast with demonic wisdom (Ja. 3:14-16).

e whatever islovely. "Lovey" means pleasing and acceptable. Thingsthat are pleesing and
acceptable to God are the things that are pleasing and acceptable to Chrigtians (cf. 1 Tim. 4:7-
8).
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e whatever isof good repute (good report). "Good repute’ literaly means sounding well.
These are things which are pleasant and gracious to the ears of the godly.

® everythingthat isvirtuous (excellence). "Virtue' ismoral excellence in harmony with
God'sword (cf. 2 Pet. 1.5).

® everythingthat ispraiseworthy. "Praiseworthy” denotes things which are worthy of
commendation in harmony with God'sword (Rom. 2:29; 1 Cor. 4.5).

The things you have learnedand received and heard and seen in me, practice thesethings (Phil.
4:9): Paul broadens the scope of their thoughts by urging themto imitate (practice) hismanner of life (cf.
Phil. 3:17; 1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; 2 Th. 3:6) - the things they had learned, received, heard, and seen. By
practicing these things, the peace of God would be with them.

Today, we learn of the gpostles manner of life which we must imitate (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; 2 Th. 2:15; 3:6,
14) through study of God'sword (Rom. 1:16; 10:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3). By livingaccordingto
the gpostolic pattern and traditions, the peace of God iswith us.

Study Questions
1. Who were Euodia and Syntyche. What did Paul urge (implore) them to do?

2. What isthe connection between living in harmony in the Lord and rgjoicing in the Lord?

3. Who was Paul's true companion in Philippians 4:3? What did Paul ask him to do?

4. Who was Clement?

5. What isthe Book of Life? Whose namesarewritteninit? Whose namesare not writteninit? Whose
nameis blotted out?

6. What will happen to the people whose name is not written in the Book of Life?

7. What doesrgoicing in the Lord yied?

8. Why doesrgoicing in the Lord yied gentleness?
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9. Why doesrgoicing in the Lord yield freedom from anxiety? What isthe cure for anxiety?

10. What is the difference between prayer and supplication?

11. Why should we express thankfulnessin our prayers?

12. What is the peace of God? Why doesiit surpass dl comprehension (understanding)?

13. What results from the peace of God guarding our hearts and minds?

14. What should we dwell (think, meditate) on? Explain each.

15. What must we practice in order for the peace of God to be with us?
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Philippians 4:10-23
Paul's Rgoicing, the Philippians Care

| rgoicedintheLord greatly (Phil. 4:10). The Philippians benevolence resulted in Paul's rgjoicing.
Paul, therefore, exemplifies rgoicing that results from benevolence. He was not greedy for more (Phil.
4:11, 17), but he was thankful for what he had received (Phil. 4:20). He knew that he would be able to
manage in whatever circumstance he lived (Phil. 4:11-13).

Whenever we are benevolent toward brethren, the result isrgoicing and glorificationof God (cf. Phil. 4:19;
2 Cor. 9:2, 12-15) from thankful and trugting hearts (cf. Phil. 4:11-13; Matt. 6:24-34). Whenever we
receive benevolence from brethren, we should not be greedy for more but thankful for what we have
received (cf. 2 Cor. 9:12-15; 1 Tim. 6:6f).

Your concern (care) for me has flourished (revived) again (Phil. 4:10). The Philippians had
previoudy sent financid support to Paul (Phil. 4:15-16). They were continualy concerned about Paul. B,
they did not have an opportunity to send another financid gift until the one delivered by Epaphroditus (Phil.
4:18).

Contentment, Strength Through Christ

| have lear ned to be content (Phil. 4:11). "Content” literally means self-sufficient. The Greek word
only appears hereinthe New Testament and isafavoriteword of the Stoics (cf. Acts 17:18). It expresses
the Stoi c's doctrine of man's sdf-sufficiency whichresultsininner-contentment (Smilar to twentieth century
doctrines of Humanism).

Paul, onthe other hand, contradictsthe Stoic doctrine of contentment by confessing that Jesus Chrigtisthe
source of his contentment (Phil. 4:13). True contentment cannot be achieved without having the peace
whichcomesfromGod (Phil. 4:7,9). Therefore, only Christians can be content. They rgjoiceinthe Lord
(Phil. 3:1f; 4:4f) being content in whatever circumstance they live (Rom. 5:1-4; Ja. 1:2-8).

Contentment must be learned through study (2 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 2:1-3) and gpplicationof God'sword
(Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Tim. 4.7-8; 1 Th. 5:21-22). If we do not mature to having an attitude of being content
with just food and clothing (1 Tim. 6:6-8), we are in danger of wandering away from the faith because of
alove of money (1 Tim. 6:9-10).

To be content we must (Phil. 4:12):
® know how to get along with humble means (be abased).
know how to live in prosperity (abound).
learn the secret of being filled and going hungry.
learn the secret of having abundance (abound) and suffering need.
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As Chrigtians, we must learn how to live godly whether we arerich, poor, full, or hungry. Although our
work in the Lord can change as our circumstances change, our attitude toward God should not change (1
Tim. 6:6-19).

| can do all things through Christ (Him) who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13). Christ was the source of
Paul's grength; therefore, he could do dl things. He could live in any circumstance (rich, poor, full, or
hungry) and be content.

Christ is aso the source of our strength as God works in us (Phil. 2:12) through Jesus (Eph. 3:16-20; cf.
Phil. 2:13, 12, 16):
® Chrig livesin usby fath (Ga. 2:20; cf. Rom. 10:17; 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Th. 2:13).
® QOur faith works through love (Gd. 5:6).
e Therefore, Chrigt strengthens us to faithfully accomplish God's will, in dl things, with
contentment (cf. Rom. 5:1-10; 8:28-39).

Financial Support of Gospel Preachers

You have done wedl to share with me in my affliction (distress, Phil. 4:14). The Philippians had
shared in Paul's &fliction by finanddly supporting him. Thus, they removed a portion of Paul's &fliction
and placed it upon themsdves (cf. Gd. 6:2).

We have fellowship (share) with those who preach and teach the gospel by sharing in the work through
financiad support (Phil. 1:5; 4:10-18; cf. Gd. 6:6; Eph. 4:16), by prayers (Phil. 4:19; Eph. 6:18-20), by
mord support (Acts27:3; 28:15; PhI'm7), and by hdping withthe associated physica labor (cf. Phil. 2:29-
30).

Generdly spesking, we share in our brethren's afflictions when we take some of their burdens and place
themuponourselves(cf. Gd. 6:2). Thiscould take placethrough any meansto relieve physica, emotiond,
or financia burdens (cf. Phil. 1.5, 29-30; 2 Cor. 8:9-15).

After leaving M acedonia, no churchsharedwithme but you (Phil. 4:15). Paul preached in Philippi
(a city of Macedonia) resulting in the beginning of the church in that city during his second missonary
journey (Acts 16:12). After departing from M acedonia, Philippi wasthe only churchto finenddly support
Paul.

While at Corinth, Paul supported himsdf (Acts 18:3) until Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia at
which time he devoted himsdf completely to the word (Acts 18:5) asaresult of the Philippians gift (2 Cor.
11:8-9).

Even in Thessalonica you sent a gift (Phil. 4:16). Thessalonicawasacity of Macedonia where Paul
preached after preaching in Philippi (Acts 17:1). While preaching in Thessaonica, Paul had to support
himsdf much of thetime (1 Th. 2.9; 2 Th. 3:8).
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Congderingthat Paul wrote this epistle while imprisoned in Rome, the Philippiansfinanaaly supported Paul
to preachin Thessalonica, Corinth, and Rome. They may have supported Paul to preach other placesthat
are not revedled in the Scriptures.

Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the praofit (fruit) that incr eases (abounds) to your account (Phil.
4:17). More important than the Philippians gift of financid support was the spiritud profit from
participating in the gospd with Paul. They were storing up treasureinheaven (Matt. 6:4, 6, 18, 19-21; 1
Tim. 6:17-19) to the glory of God (Phil. 4:18-20; cf. Matt. 5:16).

In respect to benevolence, we must remember that the spiritud profit we receive and the glorification of
God is more important than the temporal blessings we give and receive.

Ther gift wasafragrant (sweet smelling) aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God
(Phil. 4:18). "Fragrant aroma’ isthe smell of a pleasing sacrificeto God (2 Cor. 2:15-16; Eph. 5:2;
Heb.13:16; 1 Pet. 2:5).

As holy priests of God (1 Pet. 2:5), we are living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1f) pleesng God in every respect
(Cal. 1:10). Aseach Chrigian does hisindividua part in the body of Chrigt (Eph. 4:16), we dl sharein
the preaching of the gospel and conversion of lost soulsto Chrigt.

God Will Supply all Your Needs

God will supply all your needs (Phil. 4:19). God gives seed to the sower enriching us with the ability
to liberdly sharewiththosewho areinneed (2 Cor. 9:8). Thosewho sow sparingly will reap sparingly and
those who sow bountifully will reap bountifully (2 Cor. 9:6-11; cf. Gd. 6:6-10).

The financid blessngs benevolently passed fromone Christianto another come fromGod. Therefore, God
should receive the glory and thanks (Phil. 4:20; 2 Cor. 9:12-15; cf. Matt. 5:16).

Glory to God

Toour God and Father bethe glory forever and ever. Amen(Phil. 4:20). Asswegt-amdling, living
sacrifices (Phil. 4:18), weglorify God indl that we say and do (cf. Cal. 3:17; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 4:11).
If weare not livinginobedienceto God (Phil. 2:12-13), we are not sweet-smelling sacrificesand webring
reproach upon Him and Hisword (cf. Rom.2:24; 1 Tim. 6:1; Tit. 2:5, 10).
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Greset Every Saint
Greet every saint. Thebrethren who are herewith me greet you (Phil. 4:21-22). "Gregt" means
to salute, to wish well, to pay respect, to welcome, to bid farewell. A greeting could be sdutatory in

aletter or by a customary embrace. Chridians are to greet every saint. Discrimination among sants is
unlawful (Ja. 2:1f; Gd. 3:11f).

The Grace of Jesus bewith Your Spirits

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirits (you all, Phil. 4:23). Thisisatypicd
sdutation with which Paul closes his epistles (cf. 2 Cor. 13:14; Coal. 4:18; 2 Th. 3:18; 2 Tim. 4:22).

God's grace has appeared, bringing savation to dl men (Tit. 2:11). Itiscontacted in Christ (2 Tim.1:9;
2:1) through baptism(Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27). Therefore, every blessing (induding salvetion)
enjoyed by Chrigians is associated with God's grace toward us through Chrigt (cf. Rom. 6:23; Eph. 1:3).
Thankful appreciation for God's grace through Christ results in having the same gracious attitude of Jesus
(Pnil. 2:5f) withabiding strength (Eph. 3:14-21) and peace (Phil. 2:12-13; 4:4-9) from agentle spirit (Phil.

4:5). God'sgraceisinus, therefore, we treat others as Christ has treated us (2 Cor. 9:13-14; cf. 2 Cor.
8:8-9; Rom. 15:1-3; Cal. 3:12-15).

Study Questions

1. Why did Paul rgjoicein the Lord gresaily?

2. What results from Chrigtians being benevolent toward brethren?

3. What had Paul learned? Having learned this, what did he know?

4. How do welearn to be content? Why should we be content?

5. Why could Paul do dl things? How isthistrue for us?

6. How had the Philippians shared in Paul's &fliction (distress)?
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

How do we have fdlowship withmenwho are preaching and teaching the gospd ? How canwe share
in abrother's efliction?

How long hed the Philippians been finenddly supporting Paul? Where did he preach while receiving
ther financid support?

Paul received their financia support. But, what was he seeking?

What does Paul cdl their financid support?

What would God supply the Philippians? Why?

Why does God enrich usfinancidly? What are our respongibilities concerning financid blessngs?

How do we glorify God?

How do we greet the saints? Which saints should we greet?

What does it mean for the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to be with our spirits?
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