Elders & Deacons

Four Lessons From God'sWord:

Overview: Eldersand Deacons
Designations & Work of Elders
Qualifications of Elders
Qualifications & Work of Deacons

By: Allan McNa})l)
i uide.or!

allan@biblestudyg




I ntroduction

Lesson |

Lesson Il

Lesson Il

Lesson IV

Table of Contents

.................................................................. i
Oveaview: EldarsandDeacons ...t 1
Dedgnaionsand Work of Elders . ........ .. 4
Qudificationsof EIdErs ... .o 9
Qudificationsand Work of Deacons . ...t e 20



Introduction

God'sword is perfect, but men arefdlible. If you find any errorsin these lessons or have suggestionsto
improve them, please contact me a alan@biblestudyguide.org.

This series of lessonsisin workbook form. 'Y ou will need agood Bible dictionary to answver some of the
questions. Bible dictionaries are available online (see BibleStudyGuide.org) or for purchase at any good
Bible bookstore.

The result of searching the Scriptures and filling in this workbook, is an outline of God'steaching onelders
and deacons.

In some lessons, | utilize a trandation key (see below). For example, in Lesson Three, you will define
blameless'?, above reproach®+® (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1.6, 7). The trandation key identifies that this
qudificationof anelder reads blameless in the NKJV (New King JamesVerson) and KJV (King James
Verson, Authorized). Andit readsabove reproach inthe NASB (New American Standard Bible), NIV
(New Internationa Version), and NRSV (New Revised Standard Version).

Trandation Key: NKIVY, KIV?, NASB3, NIV4, NRSV®
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Lesson | Overview: Elders and Deacons

Overview: Elders and Deacons

A. The need for elders and deacons
1. Why do churches need elders and deacons?

a  Acts20:28-31:
b. 1Tim. 35:

c. 1Tim.517;1Th.5:12;

d Tit 17
e Heb. 13:17:
f. 1Pet. 5:2-3:

2. What type of work is shepherding the flock of God (1 Tim. 3:1)?
a  What should our attitude be toward an elder's work?
b. What should aman's attitude be toward desiring the work?
c. Should aman who does not have this attitude about the work be appointed an
elder? Why?
3. Should each loca church have eders (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5)? Why?
a. Why should a church not have elders?
b.  Why might a church have qudified men that have not been ordained €ders?
1. When may thisnot beasn?
2. When may thisbeasn?

a  What should be donein this case?
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Lesson | Overview: Elders and Deacons

4. Issomething lacking when a church is not governed by eders (Tit. 1.5)?

a  Whaislacking?

5.  What should a church do if there are no men qudified to be e ders?

a.  What should a church not do?

6. Isit easer to do the Lord'swork with or without elders and deacons? Why?

a.  What are some benefits of aloca church being organized with quaified elders and
deacons?

b. What are some disadvantages of aloca church being organized with qudified
elders and deacons?

B. Some things that hinder the appointment of elders
1. List common hindrancesin the ordination of dders and deacons that should be avoided.

2. How can these hindrances be avoided?

3. What may result if these hindrances are not avoided?

C. Overview of the qualifications
1. Ligthequdificaionsof dders (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1.6-9).

2. What isthe generd character of aman qudified to be an elder (we will define each quality
in alater lesson)?

3. Lig thequdifications of deacons (1 Tim. 3:8-13).
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Lesson | Overview: Elders and Deacons

4. Wha isthe genera character of aman qudified to be adeacon (we will define each
qudity in alater lesson)?

D. Review
1. Why do churches need elders and deacons?
2. What hinders the appointment of eders?

3. How can we avoid common hindrances of appointing e ders and deacons?

4. Wha isthe generd character of aman who is quaified to be an elder or a deacon?

Trandation Key: NKJIVE, KIV? NASB® NIV, NRSV®
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Lesson I Designations of Elders and Their Work

Designations and Work of Elders

There are three Greek words trandated into Sx English words which designate the men who hold the
office of overseer in the church.

Greek Words English Words
presbuteros elder
presbyter
episkopos bishop
overseer
poimen pastor
shepherd

A. Definitions: Givethe part of speech (e.g., noun, verb) and site Scriptures to define the word
in context.
1. Defineelder, presbyter (Greek, presbuteros):
a. Thenoun form of presbuteros s presbuterion and appearsin Lk. 22:66; Acts
22:5; 1 Tim. 4:14. What is the relationship between the two words?
2. Ddiinebishop, overseer (Greek, episkopos):

3. Define pastor, shepherd (Greek, poimen):

B. Elder, Presbyter (presbuteros):

1. What four ways arethe term elder gpplied in Scripture:
a Matt. 15:2:

b. Lk.15:25; Acts2:17; 1 Tim. 5:1-2;
c. Acts14:23; Ja 5:14:

d. Rev.4:4-10:

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org an@biblestudyguide.org
ibl dyGuid 4 allan@biblestudyguid



Lesson I Designations of Elders and Their Work

2. What isthe difference between an "dlder” (1 Tim. 5:1, 2; 1 Pet. 5:1, 5; 2 n. 1), an "aged
man" (LK. 1:18; Tit. 2:2; Ph'm. 9), and an "aged woman" (Tit. 2:3)?

3. How old must aman be to be consdered an elder (cf. Lk. 15:25)?
4. How old must aman be to be considered old enough to be an eder in the church?

a. Could Timothy have been an eder while in Ephesus (1 Tim. 4:12)? Why?

C. Bishop, Overseer (episkopos):
1. What does thisword mean in relationship to an elder's work?

2. What does the Scriptures say that elders oversee (1 Pet. 5:2)?
3.  What authority do bishops have in the church (1 Tim. 3:5; Heb. 13:17)?

4. Wha, in the church, is not under the authority of the bishops?

D. Pastor, Shepherd (poimen)
1. Whoisthe chief shepherd (dn. 10:1f; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4)?

2.  What does pastor mean in relationship to an elder'swork?
3.  What does the Scriptures say that elders shepherd (Acts 20:28)?

4. How doesthe word pastor describe an elder's authority in the church (1 Pet. 5:1-4)?

a. How isthisrelated to a shepherd of sheep?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson I Designations of Elders and Their Work

5. What, in the church, is not under the authority of the pastors?

E. Selecting and ordaining elders
1. What example do we have, in the Bible, of selecting church leaders (Acts 6:1-6)?

a  Should we sdlect dders by the same method? Why?
2. Do we have acommand or example for the method of appointing elders (Acts 14:23;
20:28; Tit. 1.5)?

a.  Write out a Scriptural method of sdlecting and gppointing elders.

3. How many eders were ordained in every church (Tit. 1.5)?

a.  How many men hold the office of overseer in every church? Why?

4. How istheword "pastor” misused in denominations today?

a.  What isthe difference between pagtors in the Bible and men who erroneoudy
wear the name today?

F. An elder's work and responsibilities
1. How do the names associated with an eder describeis work?

a. Bishop, Overseer:

b. Shepherd, Pastor:

2. What work of an dder isdescribed in Titus 1:9?

a. Why isthispart of an eder'swork (Tit. 1:10-16)?

3. For what isan elder responsible (Heb. 13:17)?
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Lesson I Designations of Elders and Their Work

4. Paul and Barnabas delivered the relief from Antioch to the eders (Acts 11:27-30). What
doesthistell us about an dder's work and respongbilities?

G. Christians' responsibility to elders
1. 1Th.512-13:

2. 1Tim.5:17-18:

3. 1Tim.5:19-20:

4. Heb.13:7,17:

5. Ja 5:14-16 (cf. Gal. 6:1-2):

G. Review
1. What words are used, in the Bible, to designate men holding the office of overseer?

a.  Dothey dl sx goply to the same man?

2. Giveashort definition for:
a dde:

b. bishop:

c. pastor:

3. Why are overseers caled elders?

4. Why are overseers called bishops?
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Lesson I Designations of Elders and Their Work

5. Why are overseers cdled pastors?

6. How many men occupy the office of overseer in asingle church?

a.  What isthe limit of an overseer's authority?

7. What isa Chrigian's respongibility to the elders?

Trandation Key: NKJIV?E, KIV? NASB® NIV, NRSV®
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

Qualifications of Elders
1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9

The qudifications of elders have been topicaly grouped in numerousways. But, it is important that we
study the qudlifications as they were grouped by the apostles so that we fully understand the reasonfor the
qudifications in addition to the qudifications themselves.

Note the chart onthe next page. Since Paul'sepistieto Timothy hasmoreinformation thantheoneto Titus,
the grouping favors Firgt Timothy. The qudifications in Timothy and Titus that are grouped together inthe
chart may not be synonymous but only related to one another. Also note that some of the qudlities are
pogitive and some are negative.

The qudities that amanmugt possessto be an eder are quaities that al Christians must strive to possess.

A. Desire (1 Tim. 3:1)
1. Must aman desire the office of abishop before being considered qudified to become a

bishop?
2. What might happen if men not desiring the office of a bishop were appointed elders?

a. Why might men rightly desire the office of abishop?
b.  Why might men wrongly desire the office of a bishop?
c.  Why might men not desire the office of abishop?

3.  What kind of work does aman desire if he desires the office of abishop?

B. Blameless (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6, 7)
1. Which of the qudifications of an edder must be met for aman to be blamdess?

2. Ddfineblameless'?, above reproach®#>;
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Qualifications of Elders

1 Timothy 3:1-7 Titus 1:6-9
Desire:
desires the office
Blameless: Blameless:
must be blameless must be blameless as a steward of God

husband of one wife

husband of one wife

temperate not self-willed
not quick-tempered
self-controlled
sober-minded sober-minded
of good behavior lover of what is good
hospitable hospitable
ableto teach holding fast the faithful word

not given to wine

not giveto wine

not violent not violent
not greedy for money not greedy for money
gentle
not quarrel some
not covetous
just
holy

Track record as a good spiritual leader:

Track record as a good spiritual leader:

rules his own house well

children in submission with al reverence

faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination

Experienced, not susceptibleto pride:

not a novice

M oreover, a good reputation among
unbelievers:

have a good testimony among those who are
outside

BibleStudyGuide.org
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Lesson Il

Qualifications of Elders

Isablameess man sinless? Ishe aman who is perfect and does not make mistakes?

a.  What type of manisblameless?

Isthisacharacteridtic that al Chrigtians should have (1 Cor. 1:8; Phil. 2:15; 1 Th. 5:23; 2
Pet. 3:14)?

Why must an elder be blameess to properly discharge his duties?

C. Husband of one wife (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6)
1. Define husband of one wife

Does this exclude men who have never been married? Why?

If aman was an eder and hiswife died, should he step down from the office of bishop?
Why?

If aman were an eder and lawfully divorced his wife, should he step down from the office
of bishop? Why?

If aman had lawfully divorced his wife and lawfully remarried, could he be a qudified
eder? Why?

Isthis acharacterigtic that al Christian men should possess (Matt. 5:31-32; 19:1-9; Mk.
10:2-12; Lk. 16:18; Rom. 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:10-16) in their marriages?

Why must an elder be the hushand of one wife to properly discharge his duties?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

D. Temperate - not self-willed, not quick-tempered, self-controlled
(1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7-8)
1. Define
a temperate-3*° vigilant?:
b. not salf-willed'?3, not overbearing®, must not be arrogant>®:

c. not quick-tempered'*+®, not soon angry?:

d. sdf-controlled!35, temperate?, disciplined*:

2. What isthe reationship of these characteristics?

3. Doesthis mean that aman qualified to be an elder never gets angry (cf. Ps. 4:4; Eph.
4:26)?

4. Arethese characteristicsthat dl Chrigtians should have (Acts 24:25; Gdl. 5:23; Tit. 2:2; Ja.
1:19-20; 2 Pet. 1.6; 2:10)?

5. Why must an elder be temperate to properly discharge his duties?

E. Sober-minded (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8)
1. Define sober-minded?, sober?, prudent?, self-controlled*, sensible®:

2. Isasober-minded man easily swayed by others (Eph. 4:11-16; Cal. 2:4-23)?

3. Does asober-minded man make sober decisions?

4. Isthisacharacteridtic that dl Chrigtians should have (Rom. 12:3; 1 Th. 5.6, 8; Tit. 2:2, 4,
6; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; 5:8)?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

5. Why must an eder be sober-minded to properly discharge his duties?

F. Good behavior - lover of good (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8)
1. Definegood behavior!? respectable® 4 °:

2. Ddfinelover of good!, lover of good men?, loving what is good®, loves what is good*,
lover of goodness®:

3.  What is the difference between these two characteristics?

4. Isthisacharacterigtic that all Chrigtians should have (Rom. 12:2, 9, 21; 13:3; 16:19; 2
Cor. 9:8; Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:10; 6:7; Col. 1:10; 1 Th. 5:15, 21; 2 Th. 2:17; 1 Tim. 1.5, 19;
2:10; 6:18; 2 Tim. 2:21; Tit. 2:7; 3:1, 8, 14; Heb. 5:14; 13:16, 21; Ja. 3:17; 1 Pet. 2:12;
3:13;3Jn. 11)?

5. Why must an elder be of good behavior and alover of good to properly discharge his
duties?

G. Hospitable (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8)
1. Define hospitable'343, given to hospitality:

2. Isthisacharacterigtic that dl Christians should have (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:1-3; 1 Pet.
4:9)?

3. Why must an elder be hospitable to properly discharge his duties?

H. Able to teach - holding fast the faithful word (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:9)
1. Ddiineableto teach!?* apt to teach? an apt teacher® (1 Tim. 3:2):

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

2. Ddfineholding fast the faithful word'?3 must hold firmly to the trustworthy
message’, must have a firm grasp of the word that is trustworthy® (Tit. 1:9):

3. Should dl Chrigtians have these characterigtics (Phil. 2:16; Cal. 2:19; 3:16; Ja. 1:21f)?

4. Why must an elder be able to teach to properly discharge his duties (Tit. 1:9-16)?

I. Not given to wine (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 1:7)
1. Definenot given to wine2, not addicted to wine?, not given to drunkenness®, not a
drunkard®:
2. Doesthis mean that a man qualified to be an eder could have never drunk wine?

3. Isthisacharacteritic that al Christians should have (Eph. 5:18; 1 Cor. 5:11; 1 Cor. 6:10;
1 Cor. 11:21)?

4. Why must an elder not be given to wine to properly discharge his duties?

J. Not violent (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 1:7)
1. Definenot violent4®, no striker?, not . . . pugnacious™:

2. Give some examples of violence which should not be a characteristic of amanwho is
quaified to be an eder.

3. Isthisacharacterigtic that dl Chrigtians should have (Pr. 16:29; Lk. 3:14; Ec. 5:8)?

4. Why must an elder not be violent to properly discharge his duties?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

K. Not greedy for money (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 1:7)
1. Definenot greedy for money*, not greed for filthy lucre? not fond of sordid gain®, not
pursuing dishonest gain®, not . . . greedy for gain®
a. Note thisphrase does not gppear in the NASB, NIV, and NRSV in 1 Tim. 3:3.
2. What isthe relationship between this characteristic and covetousness?

3. Isthisacharacteridic that dl Chrigtians should not have (Eph. 4:19; 1 Tim. 6:6-19)?

4. Why must an eder not be greedy for money to properly discharge his duties?

L. Gentle (1 Tim. 3:3)
1. Ddfinegentle™3#5, patient:

2. What isthe rdationship between being gentle and being temperate?

3. Isthisacharacteridtic that al Christians should have (Gd. 5:22; 2 Tim. 2:24; Tit. 3.2, Ja
3:17; 1 Pet. 2:18)?

4. 'Why must an dder be gentle to properly discharge his duties?

M. Not quarrelsome (1 Tim. 3:3)
1. Definenot quarrelsome-+®, not a brawler?, uncontentious®:

2.  What isthe relationship between gentle, temperate, and not quarrelsome?

3. Isthisacharacterigtic that dl Chrigtians should not have (Tit. 3:2)?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

4. Why must an eder not be quarrelsome to properly discharge his duties?

N. Not covetous (1 Tim. 3:3)
1. Definenot covetous'?, free from the love of money?, not a lover of money*®:

2. What isthe relationship between not being greedy for money and not being covetous?

3. Isthisacharacteridtic that dl Christians should not have (1 Cor. 5:10-11; Eph. 5:3, 5; Cal.
3:5; 2 Tim. 3:2; Heb. 13:5)?

4. Why must an eder not be covetous to properly discharge his duties?

O. Just (Tit. 1:8)
1. Ddiinejust®?3, upright**:

2. Isthisacharacterigtic that dl Chrigtians should have (Rom. 1:17; Gdl. 3:11; 2 Cor. 5.7,
Heb. 10:38; 12:23)

3. Why must an elder be just to properly discharge his duties?

P. Holy (Tit. 1:8)
1. Define holy*?# devout®>;

2. What isthe relationship between holy and just?

3. Isthisacharacteridic that al Chrigtians should have (Rom. 12:1; Eph. 1:4; Cal. 1:22;
3:12; Heb. 3:1; 1 Pet. 1:16; 2:9; Rev. 20:6)?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

4. Why must an elder be holy to properly discharge his duties?

Q. Track record as a spiritual leader (1 Tim. 3:4-5; Tit. 1:6)
1. Definerules his own house well*, manages his own household well*°, manage his
own family well* (1 Tim. 3:4):

2. Define children in submission with all reverence'?, keeping his own childrenin
control with all dignity?, see that his children obey himwith proper respect?, keeping
his children submissive and respectful in every way® (1 Tim. 3:4):

3. Ddfinefaithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination?, faithful
children not accused of riot or unruly?, having children who believe, not accused of
dissipation or rebellion®, whose children believe and are not open to the charge of
being wild and disobedient*, whose children are believers, not accused of debauchery
and not rebellious® (Tit.1:6):

Note: Children who are faithful (believe) are children who are Chridtians. They are
fathful to God.

4. Should this be the qualities of every Christian man's home (Eph. 5:22-6:4; Cal. 3:18-21)?
a  Why may it not be?

b. What qualities are revealed by a man's home?

5. Why musgt aman have ruled his house well to be quaified to be an elder?

6. Why must aman be ruling his house well to properly discharge his duties as an elder?

7. Doesthis mean:
a. that aman must have afathful Chrigian wife? Why?
b. that aman must have children? Why?

c. that aman'schildren must befathful Chrisians? Why?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

1. How many children must aman have to be qudified? Why?
a Note Eldersarerefered tointhe sngular tense (eg., aman,
bishop, etc.) and his children are referred to in the plurd. Hence,

we conclude that a man (sngular) must have aplurdity of faithful
children to be qudified to become an eder.

2. Mug dl of aman's children be faithful Chrigtians? Why?
3. Doesit matter if aman's children are grown and that they have moved

away from home? Why?

4. If an dder hasafathful child who back didesinto perdition, should he step
down? Why?

R. Experienced, not susceptible to pride (1 Tim. 3:6)
1. Ddiinenot a novice>?, not a new convert®, must not be a recent convert*>:

2. Whoisanovice and who is not anovice?

3. What danger isanovicein, if he were agppointed to be an elder?

4. Should al Chrigians work to not be anovice (Heb. 5:12)?

a.  What doesit say about aman if he has been anovice for along time?

5. Why must an elder not be anovice to properly discharge his duties?

S. Moreover, a good reputation among unbelievers (1 Tim. 3:7)
1. Definea good reputation'3# a good report?, be well thought of®:

2. Aredl of the qudities listed thus far necessary to have a good reputation?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson Il Qualifications of Elders

3. Isthisacharacteridic that dl Chrigtians should have (Pr. 22:1; Mait. 5:13-16; Col. 4:5-6)?

4. Why must an elder have agood reputation among believersto properly discharge his
duties?

T. Review
1. What arethefive mgjor categories of qudifications for eders that we noted in this lesson?

2. Should each Chrigtian have (or be striving for) these qudifications?

3. Why must an eder have these qualities to properly discharge his duties?

4. Giveabrief gatement regarding the type of man who is quaified to serve as an elder.

Trandation Key: NKIVY, KIV? NASB3, NIV4, NRSV?
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Lesson IV Qualifications and Work of Deacons

Qualifications and Work of Deacons
1 Timothy 3:8-13

The office of deacon is an important work inthe church. Deaconsare distinguished from elders and other
members of the congregation (1 Tim. 3:10, 13; Phil. 1:1).

The qudifications of el dersand deacons are very Smilar (note the chart on the next page). Both eldersand
deacons are menof the highest mora character. Eldersare menwho are additionally equipped for spiritua

oversght. Deaconsmay be younger than el dersand are qudified astrustworthy mento capably serve over
the effairs of the church.

A. Deacon
1. Definedeacon:

a. Cantheword “deacon” be used of any servant of God (cf. Matt. 20:26; Rom.
16:1; 1 Cor. 3:5)?

b. Inthissense, arewe al deacons (servants)?

2. What isthe difference between a servant (deacon) and a man who holds the church office
of deacon?

3.  Werethe men gppointed over the daily distribution of food, deacons (Acts 6:1-6)?

a. Werethey appointed to a church office?

B. Likewise (1 Tim. 3:8)
1. What does likewise mean concerning the quaifications of deacons (see chart, next page)?

2. Would aman who was qualified to be an elder dso be quaified to be a deacon? Why?

3. Does aman have to be proved before serving as a deacon (1 Tim. 3:10)?

a. Doesabishop likewise have to be proved before being ordained an elder?

Allan McNabb
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Lesson IV Qualifications and Work of Deacons
Elders Deacons
1 Timothy 3:1-7 1 Timothy 3:8-13
Desire:
desires the office
Blameless: Likewise, first proved:

must be blameless

blameless

husband of one wife

husband of one wife

temperate reverent

sober-minded not double-tongued

of good behavior

hospitable

able to teach holding the mystery of faith with a pure

conscience

not given to wine

not given to much wine

not violent

not greedy for money

not greedy for money

gentle

not quarrelsome

not covetous

Track record as a good spiritual leader:

rules his own house well

ruling their children and houses well

children in submission with all reverence

wives must be reverent, not slanderers,

temperate, faithful in all things

Experienced, not susceptibleto pride;

not a novice

Moreover, a good reputation among
unbelievers:

have a good testimony among those who are
outside

BibleStudyGuide.org
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Lesson IV Qualifications and Work of Deacons

4. What does aman have to be proved to be, before he can serve asadeacon (1 Tim. 3:10)

a.  Define blameless™?°, beyond reproach?, nothing against them? (1 Tim. 3:10):

C. Reverent (1 Tim. 3:8)
1. Definereverent!, grave?, men of dignity?, men worth of respect®, serious™:

2. Mugt aman'swife be reverent for him to qudify asadeacon (1 Tim. 3:11)?

3. Isthisacharacteridic that dl Chrigtians should have (1 Tim. 3:11; Tit. 2:2)?

4. Why must a deacon be reverent to properly discharge his duties?

5. Why must aman's wife be reverent for him to be qualified and to discharge his duties (1
Tim. 3:11)?

D. Not double-tongued (1 Tim. 3:8)
1. Definenot double tongued'?3°, sincere®:

2. Isthisacharacterigtic that all Christians should have (Matt. 5:37; Eph. 4:29; Ja. 3:6-12)?

3. Why must adeacon not be double-tongued to properly discharge his duties?

E. Not given to much wine (1 Tim. 3:8)
1. Definenot given to much wine2 not . . . addicted to much wine?, not indulging in
much wine*>:

2. What isthe difference between this qudification and the qudification for eders (not given
towine)?
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3. Doesthis mean that deacons can be addicted to alittle wine (see notes on eder's
qudifications, Lesson Threg)? Why?

4. Isthisachaacteridtic that dl Christians should have (see on elders, Lesson Three)?

5. Why must adeacon not be given to much wine to properly discharge his duties?

F. Not greedy for money (1 Tim. 3:8)
1. Definenot greedy for money®, not greedy for filthy lucre?, not . . . fond of sordid
gain®, not pursuing dishonest gain*:

2. Isthisacharacteridic that dl Chrigtians should have (see notes e ders)?

3. Why must adeacon not be greedy for money to properly discharge his duties?

G. Holding the mystery of faith with a pure conscience (1 Tim. 3:9)
1. What doesit mean, to hold the mystery of faith with a pure conscience (Rom. 10:17; 2
Cor. 5:7; Eph. 3:1-21; Cal. 1:24-29; 2:18-19; 2 Tim. 3:16-4:5; Jude 3)?
a  How doesaChrigtian do this?

b. Why does his conscience have to be pure (Rom. 14:23; Ja. 4.17)?

2. Isthisacharacterigic that dl Christians should have?

3. Why must adeacon be holding fast the mystery of faith with a pure conscience to properly
discharge his duties?
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H. Track record of a good spiritual leader (1 Tim. 3:11-12)
1. adeacon'swife
a  Ddfinereverent?, grave?, dignified®, worthy of respect*, serious:
b. Definenot slanderous'?®, not malicious gossips®, not malicious talkers*:
c. Ddfinetemperate>+5, sober:
d. Ddfinefaithful in all thingst235, trustworthy in everything*:
e. Arethese characteridtics that dl Christians should have?
f.  Why must adeacon's wife meet these quaifications so that he is qudified for the

office and may properly discharge his duties?

2. A deacon'sfamily:
a.  What are the amilarities and differences between an elder's family and a deacon's
family?

1. Must adeacon be married to afathful Christian wife to be qudified?
Why?

2. Mugt adeacon have children to be qudified? Why?
3. How many children must a deacon have to be qudified?

a.  Note: Paul addresses deacons in the plurd. Wives and children
are aso plura. Hence, we conclude a deacon must have one child
to be qudified.

b. Should dl Chrigtian men drive to have families like this?

c.  Why must adeacon have ruled hisfamily well to properly discharge his duties?

1. What isreveaed about aman by looking at histrack record in ruling over
hisfamily?
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. Deacons who serve well (1 Tim. 3:13)
1. What do deacons, who serve well, obtain?

a  What doesthismean?

2. Should we dl seek to have good standing and boldness in the faith? Why?

J. Appointment of deacons
1. What example of gppointing deacons do we have in the Bible (Acts 6:1-6)?

2. What was the process of gppointing deaconsin Acts 6:1-6?

3. Should wefallow this example (Acts 6:1-6) in gppointing deacons? Why?

4. |If there are dders, should the eders gppoint deacons without involving the congregeation?
Why?

K. Work of deacons
1. What example of adeacon'swork do we have in the Bible (Acts 6:1-6)?

2. What type of work would fall into the same category as the work in Acts 6:1-6)?
3. Thechurch at Jerusalem had deacons at the time that Paul brought financid rdlief to Judea

(Acts 6:1-6).

a. Why did Paul give the money to the elders and not to the deacons (Acts 11:27-
30)?

b. What role might the deacons have had in digtribution of the relief?

c.  What might have been the working relationship between the elders and deaconsin
digributing the reief?
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4. The gpodtlesingtructed the church to select deacons so that they would not have to leave
the word of God and servetables (Acts 6:2). What was the result (Acts 6:7)?

a.  What will be the result today if a church is scripturally organized and governed?

L. Review
1. Whatisadeacon?

a.  How doesthe word "deacon™ apply to every Chrigtian?
b. How does the word "deacon” apply to only certain men?
2. Wha are the smilarities and differences between the qualifications of elders and
deacons?
a. If amanisqudified to be an dder, is he qudified to be a deacon? Why?

b. If amanisqudified to be adeacon, is he qudified to be an eder? Why?

3.  What do deacons who serve wdl obtain?

»

How should deacons be appointed?

a. Canddersappoint and ordain eders without involving the congregation?

5. What isthe work of deacons?
a.  How isthework of deacons different from the work of elders?

b. What isthe working relationship between elders and deacons? Give examples.

Trandation Key: NKJIVE, KIV? NASB® NIV, NRSV®
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