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Introduction

Thislessonworkbook isbased onan eectronic editionof The Fourfold Gospel by Ernie Stefanik. | have
corrected some errors that existed in the eectronic edition mogly condsting of punctuation and spelling
errors aswel as minor omissons.

Each lesson is divided into three sections. In this Bible Class edition, | have taken the commentary and
extracted the Biblicd text and placed it in a separate section labeled "Bible Text Only" dlowing easer
reading of the Bibletext. Below the Bible text, thereis a section labeled "Bible Text and Commentary”
whichcontains the origind work set forthin The Fourfold Gospel. Lagtly, there are some study questions
gppropriate for individua study or class discussion.

For McGarvey and Pendleton's I ntroductionand the Electronic Edition Introduction, see the first book in
thisseries (Parts: 1, 11, 111).
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Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXIV-A. First Passover, Jesus Cleanses the Temple

PART FOURTH.
FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND

PASSOVER.
(Time: OneYear.)

XXIV.
JESUS ATTENDS THE FIRST PASSOVER OF
HIS MINISTRY .
(Jerusdem, April 9, A. D. 27.)

Subdivision A.
JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE.
dJoHN 11. 13-25.

Bible Text:

413 And the passover of the Jewswas at hand, and Jesus went uptoJerusalem. 14 And he
found in the templethose that sold oxenand sheep and doves, and the changer s of money sitting:
15 and he made a scour ge of cords, and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep and the oxen;
and he pour edout the changers money, and overthrew their tables; 16 and tothemthat sold the
doves he said, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house a house of merchandise.
17 Hisdisciplesremember edthat it waswritten, Zeal for thy house shall eat me up. 18 The Jews
ther efore answered and said unto him, What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest
these things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy thistemple, and in three days|
will raiseit up. 20 The Jewstherefore said, Forty and six yearswasthistemplein building and
wilt thouraiseit upinthreedays? 21 But he spakeof thetempleof hisbody. 22 When therefore
he wasraisedfrom the dead, his disciplesremember edthat he spake this; and they believedthe
scriptur e, and the word which Jesus had said. 23 Now when hewasin Jerusalem at the passover,
during the feast, many believed on his name, beholding his signs whichhe did. 24 But Jesusdid
not trust himself unto them, for that he knewall men, 25 and because he needed not that any one
should bear witness concer ning man; for he himsef knew what wasin man.

Bible Text with Commentary:

413 And the passover of the Jewswas at hand [We get our information as to the length of our
Lord's minigry from John's Gospel.  He groups his narrative around six Jewish fedtivas 1, He here
mentions the firgt passover; 2, another feast, whichwetake to have been aso apassover (v. 1); 3, another
passover (vi. 4); 4, the feast of tabernacles (vii. 2); 5, dedication (x. 22); 6, passover (xi. 55). Thisgives
the entire length of our Lord's ministry asthree years and afraction], and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
[1t was fitting that he should enter upon hisfull minigtry in this city, as it was dill the center of what was
recognized as a heaven-revealed worship. The fitness of Jerusdem for such beginnings was afterwards
recognized in the preaching of the gospel of the New or Christian dispensation--Actsi. 8] 14 And he
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found in the temple [Our Englishword "temple’ includes two Greek words; namdly, 1. The naos, or
sanctuary--the smdl structure which contained the holy and most holy places, and which answered to the
tabernacle used in the wilderness. 2. The heiron, or entire court space which surrounded the naos, and
whichincluded some nineteenacres. Theheironwasdivided into four courts, and as one entered toward
the naos from the east, he passed successively through them, asfollows: 1, Court of the Gentiles;, 2, of the
women; 3, of Isradl; 4, of the priests. It wasin this outer or Gentiles court that the markets described in
this sectionwere held] those that sold oxen and sheepand doves, and the changer s of money sitting
[This market in the temple was for the convenience of the people, and the nearness of the passover
increased itssize. Oxen and doves were constantly needed for sacrificia purposes, and as each family
which ate the passover required alamb, they would be in the market in great abundance. Josephus tells
usit required about two hundred thousand lambs for the passover feast, but his exaggerations will gand
aliberd discount]: 15 and he made a scourge of cords, and cast all [The rest of the verse showsthat
"adl" does not refer to men, but to sheep and oxen. The scourge was used in driving themout] out of the
temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and he pour edout the changer s money, and overthrewtheir
tables[The Jewswere eachrequired to pay, for the support of the temple service, one haf-sheke annudly
(Ex. xxx. 13; Matt. xvii. 24). These money-changers sat a smdl tables, on which their coins were piled
and counted]; 16 andto them that sold the doves he said, Take these things hence [As the doves
were in cages of wicker-work, they could not be driven out; hence Jesus called upon their owners to
remove them. Though Jesus cleansed the house, he wrought no waste of property. The sheep and oxen
were safe outside the temple, the scattered money could be gathered from the stone pavement, and the
doves were not set free from ther cages|; make not my Father's house a house of merchandise.
[Jesus bases his peculiar authority over the temple on his peculiar rdaionship to Him for whom the temple
washbuilt. AsaSon, he purged the temple of his Father. Inthe beginning of hisministry he contested their
right to thus appropriate his Father's house to their uses, but in the end of his ministry he spoke of the
temple as "your house' (Matt. xxiii. 38), thereby indicating that the people had taken unto themsdves that
which truly belonged to God, even as the wicked hushandmen appropriated the vineyard (Luke xx. 14,
15). The rebuke of Jesus was addressed to the priests, for the market belonged to them, and the
money-changers were ther agents. Edersheim says that this traffic done cleared the priests about three
hundred thousand dollars a year. Though churches differ widely from the temple, they are still God's
houses, and should not be profaned. Rdigion should not be mixed with treffic, for traffic tendstoward sin.
Phariseeismis its fruit--awish to carry on profitable business, even with God. On this occason Jesus
objected to the use of the temple for trade without criticising the nature of the trade. When he purged the
temple three years later, he branded the traders as robbers--Matt. xxi. 13.] 17 His disciples
rememberedthat it waswritten[Ps. Ixix. 9], Zeal for [loving concernfor] thy house shall eat me up.
18 The Jews therefore answered and said unto him, What sign showest thou untous, seeing that
thou doest these things? [The Jewsfet that only a divindy commissioned person could thus interfere
withthe ordering of God's house. They therefore called upon Jesusto give them asign as an evidence that
he possessed suchdivine commisson. The manner in which he had cleansed the house of itstrafficerswas
of itsdf asgn, if they had only had eyesto seeit. Jesus could not have thus cleansed the temple unaided
had he been a mere man. The power which he showed in the temple was much like that which he
manifested in Gethsemane--John xviii. 6] 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this
temple, and inthreedays| will raiseit up. [John here records this saying, and Matthew (ch. xxvi. 61)
and Mark (xiv. 58) tdlsus how at the trid it was twisted into acharge againg Chrigt; thus the Evangdigts
supplement each other. For the temple in this sentence uses the word "naocs,” or sanctuary, the structure
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which was peculiarly the seat of God's presence. The sanctuary was a figure or symbol of the body of
Chrigt, and the words of Jesus were a covert predictionthat as they were desecrating the symbol so would
they destroy hisbody, which it symbolized. They reverenced the Spirit of God neither as it dwelt in the
sanctuary nor asit dwelt in the body of Christ. The body of Jesus wasatemple (Coal. ii. 9), and Chrigians
and the church are dso temples (1. Cor. iii. 16, 17; vi. 19; I1. Cor. v. 1; 11. Pet. i. 13). God's temples can
not be permanently destroyed. They are"raisedup.”] 20 The Jews therefore said, Forty and six years
was this templein building [ The temple which thenstood upon Mt. Moriahwasthe third structurewhich
had occupied that ste. The first temple, built by Solomon (B. C. 1012-1005), was destroyed by
Nebuchadnezzar. The second temple, built by Zerubbabel and Jeshua (B. C. 520), had been torn down
and rebuilt by Herod the Great, but in such a manner as not to interfere with the temple service. The
sanctuary was completed in one year and a hdf, while the courts required eight years. Josephus says
elghteen thousand workmen were employed in its erection. Additiona outbuildings and other work had
been carried on from that time, and the whole was not completed until A. D. 64], and wilt thou raiseit
up in three days? [To put before him the difficulty of what he apparently proposed to do, they merdy
mention one item--time. They say nothing of the army of workmen, nothing of a variety and cost of
materid, nothing of the skill required inthe process of congtruction. How impossible seemed hisoffer! Yet
by no means so impossible asthat real offer whichthey misunderstood. A manmight rear atemple inthree
days, but, apart from Christ Jesus, sdlf-resurrection is unknown to history.] 21 But he spake of the
temple of hisbody. [John differsfrom the other three Evangeligts, in that he frequently comments upon
the facts which he records. Both history and commentary are inspired.] 22 When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciplesremembered that he spakethis [It was three years before they
understood this saying. Thus truth oftenlies dormant for years before it springs up in the heart and bears
fruit--1. Cor. xv. 58; Eccles. xi. 1]; and they believed the scripture [severd passages foretdl the
resurrection--Ps. xvi. 9, 10; Ixviii. 18], and the word which Jesus had said. [They believed that Jesus
had meant to predict that the Jews would kill him, and that he would riseagainonthethirdday.] 23 Now
when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, during the feast [the seven days feast of unleavened
bread--Lev. xxiii. 5, 6], many believed on his name, beholding his signswhichhe did. [Wehave no
description of the miracles wrought at this time. See John iv. 45; xx. 30.] 24 But Jesusdid not trust
himsaf unto them, for that he knew all men [The word here trandated "trust” is the same as that
trandated "bdieve' inthe preceding verse. They trusted him, but he did not trust them, for he knew them.
He did not tell them anything of his plans and purposes, and the conversation with Nicodemus which
followsisasample of thisreticence], 25 and because he needed not that any one should bear witness
concerning man; for he himself knew what was in man. [John gives us many examples of this
supernatura knowledge which Jesus possessed. Seei. 42, 47, 48; iii. 3; iv. 29; vi. 61, 64; Xi. 4, 14; Xiii.
11; xxi. 17. This chapter itsdlf gives us a faithful picture of "what was in man." We find in it temple,
profaners, money-makers, sign-seekers, opposers of reform, false and weak professors of faith, etc., but
none to whom Jesus could trust himself.]

Study Question:

1. Upon what occasion did Jesus go to Jeruslem?

2. How do we determine the length of Jesus earthly ministry from John's gospel ?
3. What did Jesusfind in the temple? What did He do?

4. Did Jesus perform amiracle to cleanse the temple?
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5. Did the Jews have authority to turn the temple into a house of merchandise? Why?
6. Do we have authority to turn the church into a house of merchandise? Why?

7. Why might the Jews have asked for asgn?

8. What sign would Jesus give the Jews? What was their response?

9. What about the sign didn't the Jews understand?

10. Areour bodiestemples? Explan.

11. What resulted from people seeing Jesus signs?

12. What does it mean to "bdieve on Hisname" (dn. 2:23)?

13. Why didn't Jesustrust himsdlf unto them? How doesthis prove His deity?
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XXIV.
JESUS ATTENDS THE FIRST PASSOVER OF
HIS MINISTRY .
(Jerusdem, April 9, A. D. 27.)

Subdivision B.
JESUS TALKS WITH NICODEMUS.
dJoHN 11, 1-21.

Bible Text:

91 Nowthere was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, ar uler of the Jews: 2thesame
came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art ateacher come from God;
for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except Godbewithhim. 3 Jesusanswer edand said
unto him, Verily, verily, | say untothee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. 4 Nicodemussaith unto him, How can a man beborn when heisold? can heenter a second
time into his mother'swomb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That
whichis born of the fleshisflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit isspirit. 7 Marve not that
| said unto thee, Ye must be born anew. 8 The wind bloweth whereit will, and thou hearest the
voicether eof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery one thatisborn
of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 10 Jesus
answered and said unto him, Art thouthe teacher of | srael, and under standest not these things?
11 Verily, verily, | say untothee, We speak that which we know, and bear witness of that which
we have seen; and yereceive not our witness. 12 If | told you earthly things and ye believe not,
howshall ye believeif | tell you heavenly things? 13 And no onehath ascended into heaven, but
he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who isin heaven. 14 And asM oseslifted
up the serpent in the wilder ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 15 that whosoever
believeth may in him have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For
God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through
him. 18 Hethat believeth on him isnot judged: hethat believeth not hath been judged already,
because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And thisisthe
judgment, that the light is come intothe world, and menlovedthe darknessrather thanthelight;
for their workswere evil. 20 For every onethat doeth evil hateth thelight, and cometh not tothe
light, lest hisworks should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that
hiswor ks may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God.

Bible Text with Commentary:

91 Now ther e was a man of the Pharisees, namedNicodemus, ar uler of the Jews [Nicodemus
is mentioned only by John. His character ismarked by a prudence amounting dmogt to timidity. At John
vii. 50-52 he defends Jesus, but without committing himsdlf asinany way interested inhint: at John xix. 38,
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39, he brought spices for the body of Jesus, but only after Joseph of Arimathaea had secured the body.
Nicodemuswas aruler, or a member of the Sanhedrin]: 2 the same came unto him by night [Thus
avoiding the hodtility of his colleagues, and aso obtaining amore personal and uninterrupted interview with
Jesus. That hiscoming by night revealed his character is shown by the fact that John repeatsthe expresson
when describing him at ch. xix. 39. But, in justice, it should be said that Nicodemus was the only one of
hisorder who came at dl during our Lord's life], and said to him, Rabbi, we [Nicodemus usesthe plurd,
to avoid committing himsaf too much.  Nicodemus would assert nothing but thet which was commonly
admitted by many. Welearn from John xii. 42, 43 thet late in the ministry of Chrigt, when hodlility towards
him was mogt bitter, many of the rulers il believed in him. No doubt, then, when Nicodemus said "we"
he used the word advisedly and conscientioudy] know that thou art a teacher come from God [The
rulers knew that Jesus was not the product of any of the rabbinical schools, and his miracles marked him
as a prophet and digtinguished him from al who were guided merdly by reason, no matter how learned];
for no one can do these signsthat thou doest [Johnii. 25], except God be withhim. [These words
show the effect of Christ's miracles. Miracles arrest atention and challenge investigetion, and prove that
he who works them isfrom God--Acts x. 38.] 3 Jesus answer ed [Not the words, but the thoughts of
Nicodemus. The answers of Jesus often look rather to the thoughts of the questioner than to the form of
the question. Nicodemus came seeking to know something about the kingdomof God, and Jesus opened
at once upon the subject] and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except one be born
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. [The word trandated "anew" may aso mean"fromabove,”
and some commentators seek to so trandate it here, but it is rightly trandated "anew," for Nicodemus
understood it to mean a second birth. Asto theimport of the passage, L uther's words are pertinent: "My
doctrineisnot of doing, and of leaving undone, but of being and becoming; so that it is not a new work to
be done, but the being new created--not the living otherwise, but the being new-born.” To "see" the
kingdommeans to possess or enjoy it--Ps. xvi. 10; xc. 15; John viii. 51; Lukeii. 26.] 4 Nicodemussaith
unto him, How can a man be born when heisold? can he enter a second timeinto hismother's
womb, and be born? [Knowing that a man can not be literdly bornasecond time, Nicodemus States to
Jesus the literd import of his words, hoping thereby to draw from him anexplanation of this new, strange
metaphor whichhewasusng. So far ashe did grasp the meaning of Jesus, Nicodemus saw himsdlf barred
forever from the kingdom by an impossible requirement. Many, like him, need to learn that God asks of
us nothing that is impossible; that, on the contrary, the yoke is easy and the burden is light.] 5 Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter into thekingdom of God. [By far the vast mgority of scholars consder the word "water” in this
verse asareferenceto Christianbaptism. The Cambridge Bible says "the outward sign and inward grace
of Chrigtian baptism are here dearly given, and an unbiased mind can scarcely avoid seeing this plain fact.
Thisbecomesdill clearer whenwe compare Johni. 26, 33, wherethe Baptist declares, ‘I baptize inwater,’
the Messiah 'baptizethinthe Holy Spirit.' The fathers, both Greek and Latin, thus interpret the passage with
sngular unanimity.” Men would have no difficulty in understanding this passage were it not that its terms
gpparently exclude "the pious unimmersed” from Chrigt's kingdom. But difficulties, however distressng,
will judtify no man in wrestling the Scriptures of God (I1. Pet. iii. 16; Rom. iii. 4). Water and Spirit are
joined at Matt. xxviii. 19; Actsii. 38; xix. 1-7; Tit. iii. 5] 6 That whichisborn of the fleshisflesh; and
that which isborn of the Spirit is spirit. [Jesus here draws the distinction between fleshly birth and
spiritud birth. He did thisto prepare Nicodemus to understand that it is the spirit and not the fleshwhich
undergoesthe change caled the new birth. Regeneration is no dight, superficid change, but aradica one,
and one which we cannot work for oursalves] 7 Marve not that | said unto thee, Yemust be born
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anew. [Jesus here plainly declares that none are exempt from this gospd requirement. Man must obtain
more than his fleshly nature if he would inherit eternd life] 8 The wind blowethwhere it will, and thou
hear est the voice ther eof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery one

that is born of the Spirit. [In this sentence we have the word pneuma trandated by the two words
"wind" and "gpirit." There canbe no judtificationinrendering pneuma "wind," wheninthe last dause of the
same sentence, and three times in the immediate context, it isrendered " spirit.” There can be no doubt that
it means the same inboth clauses of this verse, and if we render it wind inthe first clause, we must say "born
of the wind" in the last dause. Whatever is the meaning of this verse, it must be extracted from the
rendering which the Revisers have strangdly placed in the margin, viz.: "The Spirit breathes where it will,

and thou hearest," etc. It teaches that a man is born of the Spirit by hearing the voice of the Spirit,

bresthing as he wills through inspired men. It is equivaent to Paul's maxim that faithcomes by hearing the
word of God.*] 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these thingsbe? 10 Jesus

answer edand said unto him, Art thouthe teacher of I1srael, and under standest not thesethings?
[The Jewish teachers or doctors of the law made very arrogant claims to knowledge, but it often happens
that the professedly learned are remarkably unacquainted with the first principles of their religion. It was
so with the Jewish teachers (Matt. xv. 14). Nicodemus should have understood that such a change as
Jesus was speaking of would be necessary, for, 1. It wasforeshadowed inthe Old Testament (Deuit. x. 16;

l. Sam. X. 9; xvi. 13; Ps. li. 10; Ezek. xviii. 31; Jer. iv. 4). 2. John the Baptist suggested the need of some
such change when he attacked the Jewish trust in their descent from Abraham.] 11 Verily, verily, | say

untothee, We [arhetorica plural--Mark iv. 30] speak that which we know, and bear witness of that

which we have seen. [hiswordswere not founded upon reasonings, speculations, and guesses, but were
the plain testimony of an eye-witness, who was able to see and had seen things which to us are invisiblel;

and ye receive not our witness. [Ye teachers of Isragl, who, above al men, should receive our

guidance, arethe very last to follow us. As the Jewish rulers would not receive Chrigt's testimony, let us
not be surprised if many of our day refuse to listen to the gospel which we preach.] 12 If | told you
earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye believeif | tell you heavenly things? [Jesus here
divides rdigious phenomenainto two divisons-earthly and heavenly. The earthly phenomena are those
which have their sphere in this world. In this sense regeneration is an earthly thing; for though it has a
heavenly origin, its manifesations are among the daly sights and experiences of our earthly life. Rdigion
has dso its heavenly phenomena, such as the ordering of God's celegtid household; the experiences of
those who pass into the divine presence; the propitiation, or the changes wrought in the attitude of God
toward manby the sacrifice of Chrigt; the powers and limitations of Christ's priestly intercession, etc. These
things have their spherefar removed fromearth, and transcended the comprehensionof Nicodemus. Now,

if Nicodemus would not believe Jesus when he told him of things which he himsdf partidly knew, how
would he believe when Jesus spoke of that which was utterly unknown to him? 13 And no one hath
ascended into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in
heaven. [Nicodemus ishereinformed that Christ done can teach concerning heavenly things. Jesus can
so teach, for he did not begin on earth and ascend to heaven, but he came from heaven to earth, and

returned thence (afterwards) to heaven. Jesus speaks of himsdlf as being present in heaven, because his
divine nature was in constant communication with the powers of heaven. If we conceive of heaven asa
locdlity (aproper conception), Jesus was uponthe earth; but if we conceive of it as a present communion
with the presence of God (also a proper conception), then Christ was in heaven as he taked with
Nicodemus--John viii. 29.] 14 And as M oses lifted up the serpent in the wilder ness, even so must
the Son of manbe liftedup; 15that whosoever believeth may in him haveeternal life. [Jesus here
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indicates the prophetical and typical character of the Old Testament. The extent of Christ's indorsement
of the Old Testament becomes apparent when we consider on how many occasions he revealed himsdlf
under the same symbolism which the Old Testament used to revea him. At John ii. 19 he reveded his
resurrection under the symbolism of the destroyed and restored temple. At Mait. xii. 40 the same event
isrevealed under the symbolismof Jonahand the whale. And herehiscrucifixionislikewisepartialy veled
and partidly disclosed under asymboalic referencetothe brazen serpent. Theaccount of the brazen serpent
will be found at Num. xxi. 4-9. The lesson of the brazen serpent will be found in its main points of
resemblanceto the crucifixion of Christ. When the people were bitten by fiery serpents, something made
to resemble a serpent was hung upon a pole, and the people who looked to it in faith found through it
heding and life  Such is the epitome of Christ's gogpd. When the world was perishing because of an,
Jesus, made to resemble sin (Rom. viii. 3; I1. Cor. v. 21) was hung upon the cross, that those who look
unto him in faith (Isa. xlv. 22) may find life through him--1. John v. 11-13] 16 For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but
have eternal life. [Luther cdlsthisverse "the Bible in miniature™ It is a lesson as to God's love: 1. Its
magnitude--he gave his only begotten Son. 2. Its reach--he gave to a sinful world (Rom. v. 8). 3. Its
impartidity--he gives it to whomsoever; thet is, to dl dike (Matt. v. 45; Rev. xxii. 17). 4. Its beneficiad
richness--it blesseswithlifeeternd. 5. Itslimitations-—-it isnowhere said that God so lovesthat hewill save
unbelievers. Love is the mutud and binding grace between God and man; it may amost be said that in
Chrigt it made God humanand mandivine. John usestheword "eternd” seventeen timesin his Gospe and
saxtimesinhisfirg Epistle. Hedwaysappliesit tolife. The synoptists useit eight times, gpplying it to life,
and a0 to fire, punishment, damnation and habitation.] 17 For God sent not the Son into theworld
tojudgethe world; but that the world should be saved through him. [Chrigt's fird misson to the
world was for salvation rather than for judgment. His second mission will be for judgment, but a
judgment-hour wherein he will be able to save those who have accepted the means of grace which he
established by hisfirst coming. But the first coming of Chrigt incidentaly involved judgment (Johnix. 39),
and John the Baptist emphasized the judgment of Christ. This judgment, however, was not the principa
object of Christ's coming, but was an inevitable result of it. Jesus here speaks of it as a salf-executed
judgment. It was a necessary result of the revedled presence of Christ (Luke ii. 35). That Chrigt is at
present a Saviour, and not ajudge, is atruth which needs to be emphasized. Catholics are taught to fear
Chrigt and fleeto the Virgin; and many ignorant Protestants are disposed to look upon him as a prosecutor
rather than as an advocate.] 18 He that believeth on him isnot judged; he that believeth not hath
beenjudgedalready, because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God.
[The name "Jesus' means Saviour; to disbdieve this name is to reject Christ as Saviour. Verses 14 and
15 require beief in Jesus as the Son of man. This verse requires bdief in him asthe Son of God. Belief
in this dud nature of Jesus is essentid to sdvation. Unbdief is the world's crowning sin; and belief is,
humanly speaking, the source of itsjudtification. The verse teaches that God'sjudgmentsarein a state of
perpetudly present enactment. The believer issaved now (Actsxiii. 39), and the unbeliever rests already
under that condemnation which he fears the Son of God may some day pronounce againg him.] 19 And
thisisthe judgment, that the light is come into the world, and menlovedthe darknessrather than
thelight; for their workswere evil. 20 For every onethat doeth evil hateth thelight, and cometh
not to thelight, lest hisworks should bereproved. 21 But hethat doeth the truth cometh to the
light, that hisworks may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God. [These verses
show that when God judges aman by his faith, the judgment is not arbitrary and irrationd. Men believe
according to the secret aspirations and desires of their nature. Chrigt, as the example and modd of life,
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shines out as the light of the world; those who approve and love such a life are drawn to him and
congtrained to beieve inhim. Spiritudly, they abidein his presence, that they may compare their liveswith
his, and that they may be assured that their works are wrought under the renewing and sanctifying influence
of the Holy Spirit, who is sent of Christ. But one whose desires are evil shrinksfrom Christ, and struggles
to disbdieve in him: he seeksto know aslittle of Christ as possible, because such knowledge exposes the
wickedness and depravity of his own sinful nature)]

* From this (Bro. McGarvey's) construction of verse 8 | dissent, and hold that the Revisers have given us the true
reading in the text. The question has been fully discussed in Lard's Quarterly, Vol. Ill, p. 337, Benjamin Franklin's
Sermons, Val. |, p. 281; Millennia Harbinger, 1832, p. 604; 1833, p. 24; 1869, pp. 317, 478, 522, 688. | take the passage to
mean that the process by which a man is regenerated by the Spirit of God is no more mysterious than other operations
in the natural world, of which operations the blowing of the wind is taken as an example.--P.

Study Questions:

Who was Nicodemus? What did Nicodemus do after Jesus desth?

Why might Nicodemus have gone to Jesus by night?

How did Nicodemus know that Jesus was a teacher come from God?

Why must we be born anew? How are we born anew?

How was Jesus lifted up? How isit Smilar to Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness?
Who has eternd life?

Why did God send Jesus into the world?

What does it mean to believe on the name of Jesus?

Why are people who bdlieve on Jesus name not judged?

Why are people who do not bdieve onJesus name judged aready? What istheir judgment (dn. 1:19-
21)?

11. Why do evil people hate the light?

12. Why do people who do truth come to the light?
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XXV.
FIRST MINISTRY IN JUDAA--
JOHN'S SECOND TESTIMONY.

(Juda=a and Anon.)
dJOHN 111. 22-36.

Bible Text:

422 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaes; and there he
tarriedwiththem, and baptized. 23 And John alsowasbaptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because
there was muchwater ther e: and they came,andwere baptized. 24 For John wasnot yet cast into
prison. 25 There arose therefore a questioning on the part of John's discipleswith a Jew about
purifying. 26 And they cameunto John, and said to him, Rabbi, hethat waswith thee beyond the
Jordan, to whomthou hast bor ne witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men cometo him.
27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it have been given him from
heaven. 28 Yeyourseves bear me witness, that | said, | am not the Christ, but, that | am sent
before him. 29 He that hath the bride isthe bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, that
sandeth and heareth him, regoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy
therefore is made full. 30 Hemust increase, but | must decrease. 31 Hethat cometh from above
isaboveall: hethat isof the earth is of the earth, and of the earth he speaketh: he that cometh
from heaven isaboveall. 32 What he hath seen and heard, of that he beareth witness; and no
manr eceiveth hiswitness. 33 Hethat hath received hiswitnesshath set hisseal tothis, that God
istrue. 34 For hewhom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for he giveth not the Spirit
by measure. 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all thingsinto hishand. 36 Hethat
believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not seelife, but the
wrath of God abideth on him.

Bible Text with Commentary:

422 After thesethings came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea [That is, he left
Jerusadlem, the capitd of Judas, and went into the rurd districts thereof. We find him there again in John
xi. and Luke xiii.-xviii. He gained disciplesthere, but of them we know but few, such as Mary, Martha,
Lazarus, Smeon, and Judas Iscariot]; and there he tarried with them [It is not stated how long he
tarried, but it may have been from April to December, for the passover was in April, and December was
"yet four months' before the harvest--John iv. 35], and baptized. [This baptism was not into the three
namesof God (John vii. 39), into whichthe apostleswere afterwards directed to baptize (Matt. xxviii. 19).
It was a continuation of John's baptism, preparatory to the organization of the church--a preparation for
the kingdom. Some think that Jesus, at thistime, baptized in his own name, and afterwards gave the full
baptismal formula into the other two names--Father and Spirit. But there is no evidence of this, and
Chrigtian baptism is a baptism into the death of Christ (Rom. vi. 3). Christ would hardly have ordered
baptism into his deathbefore his crudfixion. Such aproceeding would have wrought confusion.] 23 And
John also was baptizing [The fact that John also was baptizing is a further indication that the baptism
adminigtered by Jesus was preparatory. There would hardly be two kinds of baptism administered by

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 10 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXV. John's Second Testimony

divine consent at one time] in Aenon [This name means "springs'’] near to Salim, because there was
much water there [If one starts at Sychar, at the foot of Mount Eba, and follows the Damascus road
northward for sevenmiles, he comesuponthe valey caled Wady Farah. In this beautiful wady the stream
flows eastward, having Saim three miles to its south and "Ainun four milesto itsnorth. For the most part
the valey is narrow, and hemmed in by rocky diffs. But if one follows the course seven miles esstward
from the Damascus road, he comes upon a beautiful valey, about one milewide and three miles broad--a
place every way suitable for the gathering of multitudesto hear the preaching of John. A perennia stream,

with copious springs al dong its course, furnishes, even in the longest, driest summers, the "much water”
required for baptism]: and they came, and were baptized. ["Here, then," says Lieutenant Conder, "in
the wild, desert valey, beneath the red precipices, where the hawk and kite find nestsin 'the airs of the
rocks, or by the banks of the shingly stream, with its beautiful oleander blossoms shining in the dusky
foliage of luxuriant shrubs, we may picture the dark figure of the Baptit, in hisrobe of camd's hair, with
the broad lesther Bedawi belt around his loins, preaching to the Judssan multitude of pale citizens--portly,

gray-bearded rabbis, Roman soldiers in leathern armor and shining helmets, sharp-faced publicans, and,

above dl, to the great mass of oppressed peasantry, the 'beasts of the people,” uncared for, strickenwith
pasy, with blindness, with fever, with leprosy, but eagerly looking forward to the appearance of that
Messiah who came to preach the gospel to the poor.”] 24 For John was not yet cast into prison.

[John's Gospel showss that the ministry of Christ was well under way before that of the Baptist ceased: a
fact whichthe synoptistsdo not reved.] 25 There ar osether efore a questioning onthe part of John's
discipleswitha Jewabout purifying. [What this questioningwaswe arenot told. Theword "therefore”
doubtless refers to the baptisms just mentioned, so that the dispute probably related to the necessity or
purifying effects of that ordinance. But whatever the dispute was about, it brought to notice the fact that
Jesus was baptizing more than John, a fact which some of the disciples of John quickly resented.] 26 And

they came unto John, and said to him, Rabbi, he that waswith thee beyond the Jordan, to whom
thou hast bor ne witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. [This verse shows
that John's disciples looked upon Jesus as one who owed dl his position and popularity to the Baptist's
testimony, and were, therefore, surprised to find that Jesus was surpassing John.  They looked upon this
conduct as aspecies of ingratitude on the part of Jesus. This verse also shows us that the witness of John
did not pass unheeded. Hiswitness was public and notorious, and men remembered it, though they did

not dways prafit by it. That these friends of John felt unkindly toward Jesusis shown by their exaggerated
gatement that "dl men come to hm."] 27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing,

except it have been given him from heaven. [Some take this to mean that Jesus could not have had
this great success unless Heaven gaveit to him; but it is more likdly that John used the words with entire
reference to himsdf. A man can only take what is given to him; the Son of God takes what he chooses.

The friend receives only what hospitaity extends to him, but the heir takes what he will, as the owner of
the house] 28 Yeyour selvesbear me withess, that | said [Ingating that John had borne witness (ver.

26) John's disciple had dready committed themsalves to the fact that John disclaimed to be the Messiah,

and that Jesus wasthe Messiah; for it was concerning these two things that John had givenhistestimony],

| am not the Chrigt, but, that | am sent before him. 29 Hethat hath thebrideisthe bridegroom:

but the friend of the bridegroom, that standeth and hear eth him, regoiceth greatly because of the
bridegroom'svoice: this my joy therefore is made full. [Johnlooksuponthe body of disciples asthe
Lord's bride, and prophetically anticipates the very title whichwas subsequently applied to the church. It
was the duty of "the friend of the bridegroom” to arrange the preiminaries of the wedding, and to promote
the mutud interests of the bride and bridegroom. His duties and responsibilities greatly exceeded those of
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our "best man,” for it was his place to demand the hand of the bride, and to prepare everything for the
reception of the bride and bridegroom. Joy at the sound of the bridegroom's voiceis part of the drapery
of John'sfigure. Voicesof brideand bridegroom areaBiblica symbol of festivity and joy (Jer. vii. 34; Xxv.
10; xxxiii. 11). The Song of Solomon is the only book in the Bible which dwells upon the relaionship of
bride and bridegroom, and in it the voice of the bridegroom is mentioned with joy (Song ii. 8). If John
meant anything more by the phrase thanmere drapery, he used it to express his pleasure that the Messiah
was directing his own affairs and spesking his wishes with his own voice, instead of usng his friend asa
mouthpiece] 30 He mustincrease, but | must decr ease. [Noble words! "Hemust increase”--because
the divine law hasordered it, and prophecy hasforetold it (Isa lii. 13), and becausethe very divinity of his
nature absolutely requiresit. "I must decrease’--in popularity, in power, in following. The Chrigtian
miniger finds the increase of hiswork the same as the increase of Christ's kingdom; but with the Baptist
the case was different. HewasaJewish prophet, and asthe power of the New Dispensation, under Chrigt,
gained headway, the Old Dispensation, of whichhe was a part, waxed old, and wasready to vanishaway .|
31 Hethat comethfromaboveisaboveall: hethat isof the earthis of the earth, and of the earth
he speaketh: he that cometh from heavenis above all. [Some think that the testimony of the Baptist
closeswiththe thirtiethverse, and that the rest of the chapter is the comment of the apostle John, but there
iscertainly no suffiaent ground for such aview.] 32 What he hath seenand heard, of that he bear eth
witness; and no manr eceiveth hiswitness. [Inverses 31 and 32 the Baptist drawsacontrast between
his tetimony and that of the Messah. The Baptist's tesimony was largdly of a negdive character. He
tedtified that he was not the Chrigt (ver. 28), and while he pointed Jesus out asthe Chrigt, the worthy one,
the spiritua baptizer, he nowhere undertook to elaborate asto the character or nature of Jesus. Helooked
upon Jesus as being so far above all earthly prophets that no prophet could reved him. Thetask of such
revelation devolved upon Jesus himsdf. God must be self-revedled. It was no heavy disgppointment to
John that his disciples had failed to grasp his testimony concerning Jesus.  Jesus was himsdlf the supreme
witness concerning himself, and yet so few were persuaded by the testimony of Jesus that John
hyperbolicdly says "no manreceivethhiswitness] 33 Hethat hath received hiswitnesshath set his
seal tothis, that God istrue. [We have here a metaphor, taken from the sealing of a document, asan
expression of trust in or adherenceto it. Compare John vi. 27; 1. Cor. ix. 2. To receive Christ'switness
wasto publidy confessaconvictionthat God wastrue--true to his promise that he would send aMessiah,
aSaviour (Rom. iii. 4). Tobelieve Chrigt isto bdieve God; to make Chrig aliar isto make the Father one
aso, for he speaks concerning Chrigt (1. John v. 10) and through Christ--John vii. 16; xvi. 24.] 34 For he
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for he giveth not the Spirit by measure. [To give
anything by measureindicates a partia, scanty bestowal (Ezek. iv. 16). The Spirit of God, evenininspired
prophets, was but apartia and intermittent gift (1. Cor. vii. 25; xiii. 9; I. Pet. i. 11; Heb. i. 1), but in Jesus,
the Son of God, the Spirit of God dwelt fully and uninterruptedly (Cal. i. 19). The present tense, "giveth,”
pointsto a continuous communicationof the Spirit. If Christ had received the Spirit "'by measure,” thenhis
gift of the Spirit might be exhausted.] 35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all thingsinto
his hand. [This fact was afterwards asserted by Jesus (Matt. xxviii. 18). Jesus is indeed King of
kings—-Ps. ii. 6-8; Matt. xi. 27; Actsii. 33; x. 36; Eph. i. 22.] 36 Hethat believeth on the Son hath
eternal life [the New Testament represents everlagting life as a present possession obtained by belief];
but hethat obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. [Inthe
second clause of this verse "obeyeth” stands in contrast with "bdieveth” in the first clause. No menta
assent, however srong, is reckoned by the Scriptures as faith unless it resultsin obedience (Jas. ii. 20;
Rom. i. 5). "Wrathof God" isastrong phrase, and is not to be lightly explained away. The unconverted
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snner rests under thiswrath. His study should be not only to avert asentenceto be pronounced at some
futureday, but to be freed from one dready resting upon him. This verse shows conclusively that Christ's
atoning work had its divine as well asits human sde; that God had to be propitiated as truly as man had
to be reconciled. The Baptist had aready repeatedly warned the Jewish people of wrath to come if they
rgjected the Messiah, and in this, hislast recorded utterance, he boldly reiterates that warning.]

Study Questions:

1. Wheredid Jesus go and what did He do after leaving Jerusdem?

2. Why would John have been baptizing where there was much water?

3.  What question was discussed between John's disciples and a Jew? What did John'sdisciples say to
John to solicit his answer to the question?

4. How did John respond to his disciples statement?

5. Did men receive Jesus witness?

6. What would someone do if they received Jesus witness? Explain.

7. Had Jesus been giventhe Spirit by measure? Had God given al thingsinto Jesus hand? Explain both
answers.

8. Who has eternd life?

9. If wedisobey Jesus, do we believe? If we disobey Jesus, do we have eternd life?

10. If we do not believe and obey Jesus, what do we have?

11. Who has the wrath of God taken from them?
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XXVI.
JESUS SETS OUT FROM JUDAA FOR GALILEE.

Subdivision A.
REASONS FOR RETIRING TO GALILEE.
MATT. IV. 12; PMARK 1. 14; CLUKE 1. 19, 20; 9JoHN Iv. 1-4.

Bible Text:

19 but Her od the tetrarch, being reprovedby himfor Her odias his brother's wife, and for all
the evil things which Herod had done, 20 added this also to them all, that he shut up John in
prison. 14 Now after John was delivered up, ®when he heard that John was delivered up, 91
Whenther efore the Lordknewthat the Phariseeshad heard that Jesus was making and baptizing
more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples), 3 he left
Judaea, and departed again {®withdrew Pcame} %into Galilee. 4 And he must needs passthrough
Samaria.

Bible Text with Commentary:

19 but Herod the tetrar ch [son of Herod the Gresat, and tetrarch, or governor, of Gdileg], being
reproved by him [that is, by John the Baptist] for Herodias his brother'swife, and for all the evil
things which Her od had done [A full account of the sin of Herod and persecution of John will be found
a Matt. xiv. 1-12 and Mark vi. 14-29. John had spoken the truth to Herod as fearlessly as to the
Pharisees, publicans and soldierg], 20 addedthisalsotothemall [the snsof Herod, asaruler, dready
outweighed his virtues, (comp. Dan. v. 27); but, with reckless abandon, Herod went on, adding to the
weighty reasons which judtified his condemnetion], that he shut up John in prison. [In the fortress at
Machagus, east of the Dead Sea, as we learn from Josephus. The duration of the ministry of John the
Baptist isvarioudy estimated at from fourteen to eighteen months] 14 Now after John was delivered
up [ether delivered up by the people to Herod (Matt. xvii. 12), or delivered up by Herod himself to the
warden of the castle of Machaaus (Luke xii. 58), or by Providenceto Herod himsdlf--Actsii. 23], @when
he [Jesus] heard [he was in Judasa when he heard it] that John was delivered up [and], 91 When
therefore the Lord knewthat the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more
disciples than John [We saw at Johniii. 26 how the Baptist heard about the number of Jesus baptisms,
being informed by hisjedlous friends. Like jealous friends, no doubt, informed the Pharisees. Jesus may
have known of thisinformation being given by reason of his supernatural powers, but it is more likely that
he heard of it in anaturad way] 2 (although Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples) [Jesus, as
divine Lawgiver, ingtituted baptism, and hisdisciplesadministeredit. \We nowhere hear of the disciples of
John adminigering baptism. In fact, the Baptidt, like the disciples of Jesus, baptized under a divine
commission, and could not delegate the power to others. It was the office of Jesus to commissonothers
to thiswork, not to performit himsdf. Had he done so, those baptized by hm might have foolishly daimed
for themsalves some peculiar honor by reasonthereof (1. Cor. i. 14, 15). Jesus was the spiritual baptizer,
in which baptism the efficacy liesinthe administrant; but weater baptism, the efficacy of which liesrather in
the oirit of the one baptized than in the virtues of the administrant, Jesus left to hisdisciples], 3 he |eft
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Judaen, and departedagain {withdrewcame} “into Galilee. [We have in these verses two reasons
assigned for the withdrawd of Jesus into Gdlilee, namdy: 1. Theimprisonment of the Baptist 2. Knowledge
of the Pharisees that Jesus was baptizing more disciples than John. Thefirg gives us the resson why he
went to Gdilee, the second the reason why he left Judsea. Jesus did not go into Gdlilee through fear of
Herod, for Herod was tetrarch of Gdlilee. The truth is, the absence of John called for the presence of
Jesus. The northern part of Palestine was the most fruitful soil for the gospd. During the last six or eight
months of John's minisry we find imin this northern fidd, preparing it for Christ'skingdom. Whilewe can
not say ddfinitdy that John was in Galilee (Bethabara and Aznon being the only two geographica names
given), yet he certainly drew his audiences largely from the towns and cities of Gdilee. While John
occupied the northern, Jesus worked inthe southerndistrict of Palesting; but when John was removed, then
Jesus turned northward, that he might sow the seed of the kingdom in its most fruitful soil. But if therewas
areason why he should go to Gdilee, there was an equa reason why he should depart fromJudasa. His
popularity, manifesing itsdf in the number of his baptisms, was exciting that envy and opposition which
caused the rulers of Judaea eventudly to take the life of Jesus (Matt. xxvii. 18). The Pharisees loved to
make prosaytes themsalves (Mait. xxiii. 15). They, no doubt, envied John's popularity, and much more,
therefore, would they be disposed to envy Christ. The influence of the Phariseeswasfar greater in Judaaa
than in Gdlilee, and the Sanhedrin would readily have arrested Jesus had he remained in Judaea (John vii.
1; x. 39), and arrest a thistime would have marred the work of Jesus. Therefore, sinceit is neither anful
nor unbecomingto avoid persecution, Jesus retired to Galilee, where he remained until his second passover.
By birth a prophet of Judaes, he became, in public estimation, by this retirement, a prophet of Gdilee.
Though Jesus firg taught in Judas, the minidry in Gdilee so far eclipsed the work in Judaaa thet it was
spoken of asthe place of beginning (Luke xxiii. 5; Acts x. 37), and propheticaly designated as the scene
of the divine manifestation--Mait. iv. 14.] 4 And hemust needspassthrough Samaria. [The province
which took its name from the city of Samaria, and which lay between Judaea and Galilee. Owing to the
hatred which existed between Jews and Samaritans, many of the Jews went from Jerusalem to Gdlilee by
turning eastward, crossing the Jordan, and passing northward through Peraea. Thisjourney required about
seven days, while the more direct route, through Samaria, only took three days. Gadilaeans often passed
through Samaria onther way to and fromthe Jerusalemfeast (Josephus Ant. xx. 6, 1). Thearrest of John
would scatter hisflock of disciples (Mark xiv. 27), and Jesus, as chief shepherd (1. Pet. v. 1-4), hastened
to Gdlileg, to gather together those which might else go astray and be lost.]

Study Questions:.

1. Why had Herod imprisoned John?

2. Of what had John reproved Herod?

3. Why did Jesus go to Gdilee and how long did He stay? Why might He go to Gdilee for these
reasons?

4. What route did He take? What was unusud about taking this route?

5. Did Jesus persondly baptize people? Why is this noteworthy?
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XXVI.
JESUS SETS OUT FROM JUDAA FOR GALILEE.

Subdivision B.
AT JACOB'SWELL, AND AT SYCHAR.
dJOHN Iv. 5-42.

Bible Text:

95 So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near tothe par cel of ground that Jacob
gaveto hisson Joseph: 6 and Jacob'swell wasthere. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his
journey, sat thus by thewell. It was about the sixthhour. 7 There cometh a woman of Samaria
to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Givemetodrink. 8 For hisdisciples were gone away into
the city tobuy food. 9 The Samaritan woman ther efore saith unto him, Howisit that thou, being
a Jew, askest drink of me, whom am a Samaritan woman? (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) 10 Jesusanswered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it
isthat saithtothee, Give metodrink; thouwouldest have ask ed of him, and he would have given
theeliving water. 11 Thewoman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well
is deep: whencethenhast thouthat living water? 12 Art thou gr eater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well, and drank ther eof himsdlf, and his sons, and his cattle? 13 Jesusanswer ed and
said untoher, Every one that drinketh of thiswater shall thirstagain: 14 but whosoever drinketh
of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that | shall give him shall
becomein him awdl of water springing up unto eternal life. 15 The woman saith unto him, Sir,
give methiswater, that | thirst not, neither come all the way hither todraw. 16 Jesussaith unto
her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The woman answered and said unto him, | have
no hushand. Jesussaith unto her, Thou saidst well, | have no husband: 18for thou hast hadfive
husbands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: this hast thou said truly. 19 The
woman saith unto him, Sir, | percelvethat thou art a prophet. 20 Our father swor shipped in this
mountain; and ye say, that in Jer usalemis the place wher e men ought toworship. 21 Jesussaith
unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
shall ye worship the Father. 22 Ye worship that which ye know not: we wor ship that which we
know; for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
wor shipper s shall wor ship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his
wor shippers. 24 God isa Spirit: and they that worship him must wor ship in spirit and truth. 25
The woman saith unto him, | know that M essiah cometh (he that is called Christ): when he is
come, he will declare unto usall things. 26 Jesussaith unto her, | that speak totheeam he. 27
And uponthis came hisdisciples; and they marvelled that he was speaking withawoman; yet no
man said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? 28 So the woman left her
water pot, and went away into the city, and saith tothe people, 29 Come, seeaman, whotold me
all thingsthat ever | did: can thisbethe Christ? 30 They went out of the city, and were coming
tohim. 31 In the meanwhile the disciples prayed him, saying, Rabbi, eat. 32 But he said unto
them, | have meat to eat that ye knownot. 33 Thedisciplestherefore said oneto another, Hath
any man brought him aught to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat isto do thewill of him
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that sent me, and to accomplish his work. 35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh the harvest? behold, | say untoyou, Lift up your eyes, and look on thefields, that they
are white already unto harvest. 36 Hethat reapeth r eceiveth wages, and gather eth fruit untolife
eternal; that hethat soweth and he that reapeth may reg oicetogether. 37 For hereinisthesaying
true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 381 sent you toreap that whereon ye have not labor ed:
others have labored, and ye are entered into their labor. 39 And from that city many of the
Samaritans believed on him because of the word of the woman, who testified, He told me all
thingsthat ever | did. 40 So when the Samaritanscameunto him, they besought him to abidewith
them: and he abode theretwo days. 41 And many mor e believed because of his word: 42 and
they said to the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy speaking: for we have heard for
oursalves, and know that thisisindeed the Saviour of theworld.

Bible Text with Commentary:

95 So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob
gave to his son Joseph: 6 and Jacob's well was there. [Commentators long made the mistake of
supposing that Shechem, now called Nablous, wasthe town here caled Sychar. Sheckem liesamileand
a hdf west of Jacob's wdl, while the real Sychar, now caled 'Askar, lies scarcdy haf a mile north of the
well. It wasasmal town, loosdy caled acity, and adjoined the land which Jacob gave to Joseph (Gen.
xxxiii. 19; xlviii. 22; Josh. xxiv. 32), Joseph'stomb being about one hundred yards east of it. The mummy
of Joseph, carried out of Egypt at the time of the Exodus, was buried in this parcel of ground, and thereiis
but little doubt thet it redly restsin the place indicated by the tomb; and though the name Sychar may be
derived from the words "liar" or "drunkard," it ismore likdy that it means "town of the sspulchre” referring
to thistomb. The Old Testament is slent asto when or why Jacob dug thiswell. It lies on the southern
gde of the vdley of Shechem, where it opens upon the plain of Moreh (now called €-Mukhnah), about
a hundred yards south of the foot of Mt. Gerizim. It isone of thefew Biblica Stesabout which thereisno
dispute, and probably the only place on earth where one can draw a circle of a few feet, and say
confidently that the feet of Christ have stood within the circumference. Maundrell, who visited it in 1697,
said that it was 105 feet deep, and had in it fifteen feet of water. But travelers have thrown stonesinto it
to sound its depth, until at present it is only sixty-six feet degp, and has no water in it except in very wet
winters. Itissevenand hdf feet indiameter, and iswaled withmasonry to adepth of about tenfeet, below
which it is cut through the solid rock. It lies 400 yards nearly due south from Joseph's tomb. As the
neighborhood abounds in springs, the well would hardly have been dug save by one who wished to be
independent of his neighbors--as Jacob did.] Jesus therefore, being wearied with hisjourney, sat
thus by the well. [John gives usimportant items as to the humanity of Jesus. Hetellsushow he sat as
awayworn traveler, hungry and thirsty, at Jacob's well; and he done recordsthe words, "l thirgt,” spoken
on the cross (John xix. 28). Thetop of thewdll is arched over like acistern, and a round opening isleft
about twenty inches in diameter. On this arch or curbing Jesus sat. We should note the perpetuity of
blessings which springs from agood deed. Gutenberg did not foresee the newspaper when he invented
printing; Columbus did not anticipate the land of the free when he led discoverers to our shore, nor isit
likely that the prophetic eye of Jacob ever saw the wearied Christ resting uponthe well-curb whichhe was
building] It was about the sixth hour. [That is, tweve o'clock, if we reckon by Jewish time, or six
o'clock in the evening, if we reckon by the Roman method. We prefer the latter method.] 7 There
comethawoman of Samariato draw water [ She was not of the city of Samaria (whichwasthencalled
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Sebaste--the Greek word for Augustus--in honor of Augustus Caesar, who had given it to Herod the
Great), but awomanof the province of Samaria, which lay between Judaeaand Gdlilee, and reached from
the Jordan onthe east to the Mediterranean on the west, comprising the country formerly occupied by the
tribe of Ephraim and the haf tribe of Manasseh]: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 8 For his
disciples wer e gone away intothe city to buy food. [Had the disciples been present they would have
bargained with the woman for the use of her ropeand pitcher; but intheir absence Jesus himsdf asked her
for adrink. Hemet her on the ground of acommon humanity, and conceded to her the power of conferring
afavor. Women have been immemoridly the water-carriers in the East (Gen. xxiv. 13, 14; Ex. ii. 16).
Pdedine isin summer aparched land, inducing intensethirst, and the people usualy comply chearfully with
the request for water; it was probably so in Jesus day (Mait. X. 42). Mohammed commanded that water
should never berefused.] 9 The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, How isit that thou,
being a Jew [ashislanguage and dressdeclared], ask est drink of me, whomam a Samar itan woman?
(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) [It is not likely that she meant to refuse his request, but
she yielded to the temptation to banter one who she thought despised her, and whose necessities now
caused hmfor amoment to forget hispride. Theancestorsof the Samaritanswereintroduced into theland
of Isradl by the king of Assyria, after he led the tentribesinto captivity (11. Kings xvii. 24-41). When the
Jews returned from their captivity in Babylon and began to rebuild their temple, the Samaritans asked
permisson to build with them, and when this was refused, an enmity arose betweenthe two people which
never died out (Ez. iv. 1-5; Neh. ii. 10, 19; iv. 1-3). We must, however, restrict the word "dedlings' to
socid intercourse. Race antipathy did not ordinarily interferewithtrade or other matters involving money,
as is shown by verse 8 above. According to later tradition, a Jew accepted no hospitality from a
Samaritan, and to eat his bread as a guest was as polluting asto eat swine'sflesh, but suchsocia courtesy
was the very thing which Jesus here asked. There are to-day between one and two hundred Samaritans
dwdling in Shechem at the foot of Mt. Gerizim, and Dr. Robinson says of them that they "neither eat, nor
drink, nor marry with the Jews, but only trade with them."] 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If
thou knewest the gift of God, and who it isthat saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest
have ask ed of him, and he would have giventheeliving water. [Jesusishimsdf the Gift of God (John
iii. 16; I1. Cor. ix. 15). But she knew not that God had bestowed a specia Gift, and much lessthat the one
to whomshe spokewas that Gift. Had she known this she would have understood that though physcaly
Jesus was the object of her charity, spiritualy their cases were reversed, and she was the needy one, as
Jesus intimates. Living water would mean literaly running or spring water, as contrasted with ill or cistern
water (Gen. xxvi. 19; Lev. xiv. 5). Jesushereusesitin aspiritud sense. Hefillsuswith hisgrace and truth
(Johni. 14) and grants unto us continud, untold refreshing (Rev. vii. 17). The reviving and regenerating
effects of the Holy Spirit are likewise caled living water (John vii. 37-39).] 11 Thewoman saith unto
him, Sir [theword "Sir" is esawhere trandated "Lord"], thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well
is deep: whence thenhast thouthat living water ? [ Sheunderstood hiswordsliterdly, and was puzzled
by them; but, won by the courtesy which suggested an exchange of gifts, she answered respectfully, though
increduloudy.] 12 Art thou gr eater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank ther eof
himsdlf, and his sons, and his cattle? [We should note three pointsin this verse: 1. The greatness of
Jesus. Thewoman had just caled him"Lord." The man a Bethesda, though he knew not Jesus, afterwards
did the same (John v. 7). Peoplefdt the mgesty and dignity of Jesus. When he offered to give agreater
blessng than that given by Jacob, the woman at once contrasted him with Jacob--Jacob with sons and
catle and wedth--and wondered if this lonely stranger could redly imagine himsdf greeter than the
illugtrious patriarch. 2. She claimed descent from Jacob; it wasafase clam. Jesus classed the Samaritans
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with Gentiles (Matt. x. 5), and spoke of them as strangers or diens (Luke xvii. 18). 3. She spoke of the
well as given by Jacob. She meant that it had been given to Joseph (Gen. xlviii. 22), and that her people
had inherited it as descendants of Joseph.] 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that
drinketh of thiswater shall thirstagain: 14 but whosoever drinketh of thewater that | shall give
him shall never thir st [Jesus here draws a contrast between earthly and heavenly blessngs. No worldly
joy gives laging stisfaction, but Jesus is the bread and water of life to his disciples (John vi. 35); ther
unfaling satisfaction]; but the water that | shall give him shall become in him a well of water
goringing up unto eternal life. [A beautiful figure of the joy in Chrigt. In heat, in cold; in drought, in
shower; in progperity, in adversity; it till springs up, cheering and refreshing the soul, and this unto al
eternity--Rev. vii. 17; xxi. 6.] 15 The womansaith untohim, Sr, give me thiswater, that | thirst not,
neither come all the way hither to draw. [She but dimly comprehended the nature of Christ'soffer, but
was persuaded of two things. 1. The wonderful water wasto be desired. 2. Jesus was able and willingto
gveit. When she spoke of coming "to draw" her words suggested the household to which it was her duty
to miniger, and prepared the way for the command of Jesus to bring the head of the household.] 16 Jesus
saithuntoher, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. [She had asked Jesus for the water of God's
grace, but she needed to be made conscious of howmuchshe needed it--conscious (if we follow the figure)
of her dormant thirst. Jesus, therefore, gave command to call her husband, that by so doing he might revesl
her life and waken her to repentance.] 17 The woman answered and said unto him, | have no
husband. Jesus saith unto her, Thou saidst well, | have no husband: 18 for thou hast had five
husbands, and he whom thou now hast isnot thy husband: thishast thou said truly. [The divine
wisdom of Jesus brought to light asad state of affairs. During the period of five marriagesthe woman'slife
had at least some outward show of respectability, but now it was professedly unclean. The number of
marriagesreflects somewhat upon the character of the woman, and hintsthat some of themmay have been
dissolved by her own fault, though the loose divorce law of that age permitted a man to dissolve the
marriage ties on very dight provocation. Among the Jaws the greet Hilld is reported to have said that a
man might properly divorce hiswifeif she burnt his dinner while cooking. It is not likdy that any higher
idedls of matrimony obtained among the Samaritans] 19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, | perceive
that thou art a prophet. [She had heard of the miraculous knowledge of the Jewish prophets, and this
evidence given her by Jesus persuaded her that he was one of them, asalike evidence had persuaded
Nathanadl (Johni. 48, 49). By thuscaling him aprophet she virtudly confessed thetruth asto dl thethings
concerning which he had accused her.] 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain [i. e., Mt.
Geizim]; and ye [ye Jews] say, that in Jer usalemis the place where menought to worship. [Though
a desire to divert the conversation from her own sins may have, in some dight measure, prompted the
woman to bring up this question about places of worship, yet her main motive must have been far higher.
If we oursalves stood inthe presence of one whom we felt assured to befully ingpired of God, how hatily
would we propound to him some of the vexed questions which befog the rdligion of our timel Prompted
by such a feding, this woman sought to have the great dispute between Jew and Samaritan decided.
Solomon'stemple in Jerusalemwas soon after itserection confronted by those who denied its daimsto be
exdusvey the place set apart for divine worship. Jeroboam, the rebellious servant of Solomon, taught the
people that Bethel and Dan were as acceptable for worship as Jerusdem. But Jerusdem, asthe ste of the
first great temple, held precedence above dl rivas urtil its clams were discredited in popular estimation
by the fact thet it was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. When, after many years, the returning captives
rebuilt its walls, it lacked the sanction of age, and it had lost many of the features of divine recognition,
which contributed to the sacredness and grandeur of the first structure. Soon after itserection in the days
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of Nehemiah, Manasseh, son of the high priest Joiada, and brother of the high priest Jonathan (Neh. xii.
10, 11; xiii. 28), married to the daughter of Sanbdlat, Persan governor of Samaria. Refusing to dissolve
this marriage at the decree of the governor of Jerusdlem, Manasseh was chased by Nehemiah from
Jerusdem, and hisfather-in-law made him high priest of the Samaritans, and undertook to build for himthe
temple which afterwards crowned the summit of Mt. Gerizim. Manasseh |eft Jerusalem about B. C. 332.
The temple built for him was destroyed by John Hyrcanus about B. C. 129, but the place whereit stood
was till the sacred center of Samaritan worship, asitisto thisday. Mt. Gerizim, and its supporting city
of Shechem, had many grounds on which to base their clams to be a sacred locdlity: 1, Here God
gppeared to Abraham for the first time after his entering Canaan (Gen. xii. 6, 7); 2, here Jacob first dwelt
(Gen. xxxiii. 18); 3, here Joseph came seeking his brethren (Gen. xxxvii. 12, 13); 4, here was a city of
refuge (Josh. xx. 7-9); 5, here Joshua read the blessings and cursings (Josh. viii. 33); 6, hereadso he gave
his lagt address (Josh. xxiv. 1); 7, here were buried the bones of Joseph (Josh. xxiv. 32), and the
neighborhood was prominent at the time of the divison of the ten tribes (1. Kings xii. 1, 25). If we may
consder Samaritan traditions of that day as smilar to those of the present, they had added grestly to the
real importance of the neighborhood, for they now contend that 1, Paradise was on the summit of Gaizim;
2, Adamwasformed of the dust of Gerizim; 3, on Gerizim Adam reared hisfirg dtar; 4, Sethherereared
hisfirg dtar; 5, Gerizim was the Ararat on which the Ark rested, and the only spot whichthe flood did not
overflow; and therefore the only place which escaped the defilement of dead bodies; 6, onit Noah reared
his dtar; 7, here Abraham attempted to offer Isaac; 8, here he met Mechizedek; 9, here was the red
Bethdl, where Jacob dept and saw hisladder vison. Backed by such high dams, the woman deemed it
possible that this prophet might decide in favor of Samarias holy place. We should note that the
Samaritans worshiped in Mt. Gerizim because they could say, "Our fathersdid s0." Thus many errors are
perpetuated to-day because our fathers practiced them; but our fathers had no more authority to alter or
amend God's word than we have. The Jewsworshiped in Jerusalembecause it had been prophesied that
God would select a spot as the peculiar placefor hisworship (Deut. xii. 5-11), and because according to
this prophecy God had sdected Mt. Moriah in Jerusdem--1. Kingsix. 3; Il. Chron. iii. 1, 2] 21 Jesus
saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, shall ye wor ship the Father. [Jesus usesthe word "hour" to indicate that the time was near
at hand whendl rdigious distinctions asto placeswould be abolished, and whenevery spot might be used
for purposes of worship--I. Tim. ii. 8.] 22 Ye worship that which ye knownot: we wor ship that which
we know; for salvation is from the Jews. [Jesus here speaks as a Jew, and draws a comparison
between the intelligent worship of his people and the ignorant worship of the Samaritans. Though the
Samaritans possessed the Pentateuch, they were without the revelation of God whichthe prophets of I srael
had devel oped, and their worship was neither authorized nor accredited by God. Moreover, it led toward
nothing; for savation was evolved from the Jewish rdigion, and not from that of Samaria. Savation
proceeded from the Jews. From them, according to the flesh, Christ came, and fromthemcame dso the
prophets, apostles and inspired writers who have given us that full knowledge of savation which we
possessto-day. We mugt take the words of Jesus as referring rather to the two religionsthanto the two
peoples. Though asabody the Jews did not know whom they worshiped, and though their tescherswere
blind leaders of the blind, yet the fault wasintheir unbdief, and not inthe revelationor rdigioninwhichthey
refused to believe. On the contrary, if the Samaritans had believed his rdligion to the full, it would hardly
have been sufficient to have enabled him to know what he worshiped. Samaria was, in the days of the
idolatry of Isradl, a chief seat of Bad worship, and in later days it was the home of magicians and
sorcerers.] 23 But the hour cometh, and now is [the hour isredly here, but the knowledge of it is not
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yet comprehended], whenthe true wor shippers shall wor ship the Father in spirit and truth: for such
doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. [Jesus draws the mind of the woman from the place of
worship to the Person or Being worshiped, and from the form to the spirit of worship. God seeks for
genuine, and not forma worshipers, and for those who worship him intruth; i. e., those who render him
the obedience of faith with a filid spirit, and not those who render him the empty service of types and
shadows, ceremonies and rites, which, through dishdief, have logt ther meaning.] 24 God is a Spirit
[ These words contain one of the most smple, yet most profound, truths which ever fl upon mortd ear.
Their truth is one of the great glories of revelation, and corrects the mistaken conclusionof humanreason.
They show that 1, God is absolutely free from dl limitations of space and time, and is therefore not to be
locdized in temples (Acts vii. 48); 2, that God is not materia, as idolaters contend; 3, that he is not an
abstract force, as scientigtsthink, but a Being; 4, that he is lifted above dl need of temples, sacrifices, etc.,
whichare abendfit to man, but not to God (Actsxvii. 25). Spiritua excellencerai ses manabove the beadt,
and spiritud excdlence in turn raises God above man--1sa. xxxi. 3]: and they that wor ship him must
worship in spirit and truth. [That is, men mugt offer a worship corresponding with the nature and
attributes of God.] 25 Thewoman saith unto him, | know that M essah cometh (he that is called
Chrigt): when heis come, hewill declare unto us all things. [The breadth and largeness of Jesus
teaching suggested to her the great Teacher who wasto come, and caused her to yearn for him who could
tell, as she thought, perhaps even larger things. The Samaritansjustified their ideaof acoming Benefactor
by passages found in the Pentateuch, and got their name for him from the Jews. Relying on the prophecy
found a Deut. xviii. 18, modern Samaritans regard the Messiah as a returning Moses, cdling hm
El-Mudy--the Guide. They contend that his name will begin with M, and that he will liveto be 120 years
old. Thiswoman'sidea of the Messah was probably aso very crude, but it was in part an improvement
onthe genera Jewish conception, for it regarded him as ateacher rather thanaworld-conquering, earthly
prince] 26 Jesussaith unto her, | that speak to theeam he. [This is thefirst recorded declaration
of his Messahship made by Jesus. He was not confessed to be Messiah by Simon Peter (Matt. xvi. 16)
till the last year of hisminidry. Jesus spoke more fredly asto his officein Samaria thanin Judsea.or Gdileg
for, 1, the Samaritans would make no effort to take him by force and make himaking (Johnvi. 15); 2, his
short stay in Samaria judtified anexplicit and brief revelation.] 27 And uponthis came hisdisciples; and
they marvelled that he was speaking with awoman. [The spirit of the Rabbis isshown by therr later
precept; viz.: "Let no one tak withawoman in the street, no, not with his own wife" The estate of woman
was then, and had been for along time previous, very low. Socrates thanked the gods daily that he was
born neither adave nor awoman. Roman law gave the hushand absolute authority over the wife, evento
put her to deeth; and Jewish contempt for womenis made apparent by the readiness with which the Jaws
divorced them]; yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? [So deep
was their reverence and respect that they did not question, though they did not understand.] 28 So the
woman left her water pot [in the forgetfulness of great joy, and as the unconscious pledge of her return]
and went away into the city [Sychar], and saith to the people, 29 Come, see a man, who told me
all thingsthat ever | did [To publish Chrigt is one of the first impulses of those who fed Christ'sgracious
power. Her invitation islike that given by Philip (Johni. 46). On second thought her statement is not so
much of an exaggeration as it at firs appears. Her five marriages and present sate covered the whole
period of her maturer life, and the way in which Jesus had disclosed it dl convinced her thet every detail
of it was spread out before him]: can thisbethe Christ? [Her questiondoes not imply that she hersdlf
had any doubts about the matter. She uses the interrogative form because she does not wish to be
dogmatic, but prefers to let the people judge for themsalves. Observe the woman's change of mind
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concerning Jesus. Shefirg caledhim™Jew" (ver. 9), then"Sir" (ver. 11), then "prophet” (ver. 19), and now
she invites her city to come forthand see "the Chrigt."] 30 They went out of the city, and were coming
to him. 31 In the meanwhile [the time between the departure of the woman and the arrival of her
fdlow-townsmen] the disciples prayed him, saying, Rabbi, eat. 32 But he said unto them, | have
meat to eat that ye know not. 33 The disciples therefore said one to another, Hath any man
brought himaughtto eat? [They understood his wordsliterdly, asadeclarationthat he had dined.] 34
Jesus saithuntothem, My meat isto do thewill of him that sent me, and to accomplishhiswork.
[His ddight at the woman's converson, as a part of the work which his Father had given him to do,
overcamefor atime hisdesre for food. Food has severd characteristics: 1. enjoyment; 2. satisfactionof
desire; 3. refreshment and strength. God'swork had these characteristicsto Jesus, whose life fulfilled the
principle that man shal not live by bread done] 35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh the harvest? behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look onthe fields, that they
are white already unto harvest. [Jacob'swel overlooked the luxuriant grainfiddsof the plain of Moreh.
Asthe discipleslooked abroad over its patches of varying green, they would say that it would yet be four
months before these patches could be harvested. The harvestsin the naturd world aredow. But turning
their eyes toward Sychar, the disciples could see the citizens of the town in their white garments pouring
forth to see Jesus, and to be gathered by him as a harvest of disciples which had sprung up and ripened
from the seeds of truth sown by the woman but afew moments before.  Spiritua sowing brings speedy
harvests. Some commentators ook upon the words of Jesus as proverbid, but thereis no proverb extant
which places only four months between sowing and reaping. In Palegtine this period covers Sx months.
We mug, therefore, take the words of Jesus as a plain statement as to the length of time betweenthe date
of his spesking and the date of harvest. Harvest begins about the middle of April, and counting back four
months fromthat date we find that thisvist to Sychar occurred somewhere about the middle of December.]
36 Hethat reapeth r eceiveth wages, and gather eth fruit untolife eter nal; that he that soweth and
he that reapeth may rgoice together. [Harvest times were seasons of great joy (Deut. xvi. 13-15; Ps.
oxvi. 6; Isa. ix. 3). But the joy of joys shdl come when God gathers his redeemed into the heavenly
garner. Inthis present the humble teacher sows and the evangdist, or more gifted brother, reaps; but in
that glad hour it shall matter little whether we have been a sower or a regper, for we shal dl rgjoice
together. Sower and regper dike shal receive wages, a part of which shal be the "fruit" gathered--the
souls saved. Jesus regarded gaining a brother as alarge compensation, agreat gain--Matt. xviii. 15] 37
For hereinisthe saying true [seelsa Ixv. 21, 22; Lev. xxvi. 16; Job xxxi. 8; Mic. vi. 15], One soweth,
and another reapeth. 38 | sent you to reap [Chrigt, as Lord of the harvest, sent both sowers and
reapers| that whereon ye have not labored: othershavelabored, and ye are entered into their
labor. [In earlier days many prophets and holy menhad labored to prepare the people of Paestine, that
they might be gathered of Christ asdisciples. Later John the Baptist had wrought a mighty work toward
thissame end. Into afidd thus sown and cultivated Jesus was now leading his gpodtles, that they might
regp for himthe ripened harvest. He bids them observe the speedy and easy regping on this occasion as
an encouraging example to them, that they may go forth with strong assurance and confidence. Even the
minds of the Samaritans were prepared to recaive him, and a quick harvest could be gathered among
them.] 39 And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, He told me all thingsthat ever | did. [The Jews rgjected the testimony of the
prophets and holy men of God asrecorded inthe Scripture (Johnv. 46, 47), but the Samaritans accepted
the testimony of thiswoman, and shewas asinner.] 40 So whenthe Samaritans came unto him, they
besought him to abide with them: and he abode theretwo days. ["His own" received him nat, but
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these "dtrangers’ welcomed him.  The stay was brief, but long enough to prepare the way for a future
churchamong the Samaritans in the neighboring city of Samaria (Actsviii. 5-8). From the nearer town of
Shechemcame Justin Martyr, one of the greatest Christian writers of the second century.] 41 And many
mor e believed because of hisword: 42 and they said to thewoman, Now webelieve, not because
of thy speaking: for we have heard for our selves, and knowthat thisisindeedthe Saviour of the
world. [Only such ready hearers could arrive at so great atruth in so short atime. Wedth of revelaion
and blessng had made the Jews sdifish, and their conception of ther Messiah was so perverted by this
sdfishnessthat they could not conceive of him as being aworld Saviour. Thuswedth often dwarfswhere
it should rather enlarge the heart. The incident comprised in this section presents the expansiveness of
Chridtianity in a threefold aspect; viz.: 1, we see it breaking down the walls of racia prgudice; 2, we
observe it devating woman, and certifying her fitness to recelve the very highest spiritua indruction; 3, we
behold it lifting up the degraded and sinful, and supplying them from the fountains of grace. Such is red
Chrigtianity--the Chrigtianity of Chrigt.]

Study Questions:

To what city did Jesus come while traveling through Samaria?

Where did Jesus stop to rest? What time was it?

What did Jesus ask of the woman at the well? Why?

What was unusua about Jesus asking the woman for a drink?

What was different between the woman's water and Jesus water? Explain.

How does Jesus water spring up unto eternd life in those who drank it?

What was the woman's reactionto Jesus commeand to bring her husband to Him? To too many men

had she been married? Why might the one whom she has, not be her husband?

How did the woman know that Jesus was a prophet and the Christ?

Why did Jesus say that the hour was coming when God would be worshiped neither inthat mountain

nor in Jerusdem?

10. Why did Jesus say that salvation was from the Jews?

11. What doesit mean to worship in spirit and truth?

12. Why might the disciples have marveled that Jesus was spesking to the woman? What did they ask
Jesus?

13. Why might the woman had left her waterpot?

14. What did the disciples want Jesus to do while the woman was gone into the city? What was Jesus
response? Explain.

15. What did Jesus teach His disciples about sowing and regping?

16. Why did the Samaritans believe that Jesus is the Savior of the world?

17. How long did Jesus stay with them?

18. Why could Jesus stay in Sychar and not in Jerusalem?
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XXVI.
JESUS SETS OUT FROM JUDAA FOR GALILEE.

Subdivision C.
ARRIVAL IN GALILEE.
LuKEIV. 14; 9JoHN Iv. 43-45.

Bible Text:

943 And after the two days he went forth from thence into Galilee. 14 And Jesusreturned
in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 944 For Jesus himsdlf tetified, that a prophet hath no
honor in hisown country. 45 So when he cameinto Galilee, the Galilaeansreceived him, having
seen all thethingsthat he did in Jerusalem at thefeast: for they also went unto the feast.

Bible Text with Commentary:

943 And after the two days [the two days spent among the Samaritans at Sychar] he went forth
from thence [from Samarig] into Galilee. “14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee [Power of the Spirit here means its manifest use to perform miracles, rather than its presence,
influence or direction. Jesus was aways under the influence and direction of the Spirit, but did not
previoudy perform miracles]: 944 For Jesus himsdlf testified, that a prophet hath no honor in his
own country. [Gdileewas Jesus "own country” (Johni. 46; ii. 1; vii. 3, 41, 52; Lukexxiii. 5-7). In Judea
he had begun to receive so muchhonor asto bring him into danger at the hands of the Pharisees hewould
recevelessin Gdilee. Verse 43 resumestheitinerary of verses 1, 2, after the interlude which tells of the
womanat Sychar.] 45 So when he cameinto Galilee, the Galilaeans r eceived him, having seen all
thethingsthat hedid in Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. [The works
which Jesus had done in Jerusalem were for the most part fruitless as to its inhabitants, but they bore the
fruit of faith in far-off Gdilee. Of "the many who bdieved on him" in Jerusdem (John ii. 23), it is highly
probable that alarge number were Galilaaan pilgrims who were then there attending the passover.]

Study Questions:

1. Wheredid Jesus go after staying in Sychar for two days?

2. What had Jesus testified about His own country? What did thet testimony have to do with Gdlileg?
3. Didthe Gdileansrecaive Jesus? Why?
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Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXVII. General Account of Jesus' Teaching

XXVII.,

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF JESUS TEACHING.
MATT.IV. 17; PMARK 1. 14, 15; LUKEIV. 14, 15.

Bible Text:

417 From that time Jesus began to preach, preaching the gospel of God, 15 And saying,
{3and to say,} Repent ye; for Pthe time isfulfilled, and the kingdom of God {?of Heaven} Pis at
hand: repent ye, and believein the gospel, “and a fame went out concer ning him through all the
region round about. 15 And hetaught in thelr synagogues, being glorified of all.

Bible Text with Commentary:

217 From that time Jesus began to preach [The time here indicated is that of John the Baptist's
imprisonment and Jesus return to Galilee. Thistime marked a new period in the public ministry of Jesus.
Hitherto he had taught, but he now beganto preach. Whenthe voice of his messenger, John, was silenced,
the King became hisown herdd. Paul quoted the Greeks as saying that preaching was "foolishness," but
fallowing the example here set by Christ, he used it as the appointed means for saving souls. While
Matthew gives us many of the earlier incidents of Chrigt'slife, he enters upon the account of hisministry
at the time when Jesus returned to Gdilee. From that time forward he was probably aneye-witnessof the
eventswhichherecords], Ppreaching the gospel of God, 15 And saying, {?and tosay,} Repent ye;
for Pthe time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God {?of Heaven} Pis at hand. [Jesus preached the
gospel or good news of hisown advent and of the setting up of the unending kingdomwhich should convert
the world to righteousness and save the souls of men. We should note that Jesus himself declares that the
prophesied time for the setting up of his kingdom was a hand. There were many generd prophecies as
to this kingdom, but one whichespecidly fixed the timeof itscoming; viz.: Dan. ix. 24-27. This prophecy
tdls of seventy weeks in which each day is reckoned as a year, s0 that the seventy weeks equal four
hundred and ninety years. They areto be counted from the date of the decreewhich ordered therebuilding
of Jerusdem. The Messiah, or Prince, was to come at the beginning of the seventieth week, or four
hundred and eighty-three years fromthe date of the decree. Sometakethe decreereferred to asto bethat
mentioned in Nehemiah ii. Jahn and Halesfix the date of this decree in the year 444 B.C. According to
this, Jesus would have begun his minigry in the year A. D. 39. Others take the decree to be mentioned
in Ezravii., which was thirteen years earlier, and which would bring the beginning of the ministry of Jesus
totheyear A. D. 26. But there is much uncertainty about dl ancient chronology. Suffice it to say thet
Danid told in round numbers how long it would be until M essiah should come, and that Jesus said thet this
time had beenfulfilled. 1t would have been easy to ascertain the correct chronology at the timewhen Jesus
spoke, and we have no record that any presumed to dispute his statement.  Jesus announced the coming
of anew dispensation. The King had dready come, but the kingdominitsorganizationand adminigtration
was as yet only "at hand." Unttil the crucifixionof Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost the
kingdomcould not be fully organized, for the blood shed uponthe cross furnished the meansfor purification
which precedes a proper entrance into the kingdom, and the coming of the Holy Spirit afforded that
indwdling strength by whichthose entering are enabled to abide therein]: repent ye, and believein the
gospel. [That is, prepare for the kingdom by repenting of sn, and by believing the glad newsthat the
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Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXVII. General Account of Jesus' Teaching

kingdomwas approaching, for the King had come (John i. 49). The preaching of Jesus at thistime did not
differ materidly from that of John the Baptist, for John preached repentance and the approaching kingdom
(Matt. iii. 2), and the gospel (Luke iii. 18), and bdlief in the King (John i. 29, 36; iii. 36). The fact that
repentance comes before beief inthis passage isby some taken as an indication that repentance precedes
faith in the process of conversion, but it should be remembered that the preaching here is addressed to the
Jewish people, who adready bdieved in God, and in the Scripture as the revelation of God. They were,
therefore, required to bring forth fruit worthy of the old faithand the old revelation as preparatory to their
reception of the new faith and the new revelaion. Thus repentance and faithappearsto be the established
order for Hebrews (Heb. vi. 1), and their proselytes (Acts xx. 21), because of the spiritua standpoint or
condition in which the gospel found them. But those who have no faith in God can surely have no
repentancetoward him, for belief precedes every call upon God, whether for mercy, pardon, or any other
blessng--Rom. x. 13, 14], and afame went out concer ning himthrough all the region round about.
[The miracles of Jesus and the manner in which he taught caused the people to glorify hisname] 15 And
he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. [If we may trugt later tradition (and the New
Testament corroborates it), synagogues were very plentiful in that day, there being at least one in each
town. In the synagogue the people met on Sabbath and feast days. Thetemple at Jerusdem was used for
ceremonia worship, but the servicesinthe synagogue were of far different order, the study and gpplication
of the Scripture being the principa feature]

Study Questions:

1. What did Jesus preach from the time John was imprisoned?

2. How wasthe time fulfilled and the kingdom of God was a hand.

3. Wheredid Jesusteach? What was their reaction to Jesus and His preaching?
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Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXVIIl. Second Miracle at Cana

XXVIII.

THE SECOND MIRACLE AT CANA.
dJOHN V. 46-54.

Bible Text:

946 He came ther efor e again untoCana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there
was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesuswas
come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought himthat he would come down,
and heal hisson; for hewas at the point of death. 48 Jesustherefore said unto him, Except ye
see signs and wonders, yewill in no wise believe. 49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sr, come
down eremy child die. 50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. The man believed
the word that Jesus spake unto him, and he went hisway. 51 And as hewasnow going down, his
servants met him, saying, that his son lived. 52 So he inquiredof them the hour when he began
toamend. They said thereforeunto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour thefever left him. 53 So
the father knewthat it was at that hour in which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself
believed, and hiswhole house. 54 Thisisagain the second sign that Jesusdid, having come out
of Judaea into Galilee.

Bible Text with Commentary:

446 He came ther efor e again [that is, in consegquence of the wel come which awaited him] unto Cana
of Gdilee, where he made the water wine [see page 114]. And there was a certain nobleman [literdly,
"king's man:" aword which Josephus uses to designate a soldier, courtier, or officer of theking. Hewas
doubtless an officer of Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. That it was Chuzas (Luke viii. 3) or Manaen
(Acts xiii. 1) is mere conjecture], whose son was sick at Capernaum. [The nouns in this verse are
suggestive. We have a "nobleman,” yet neither riches nor office lifted him above &fliction; a"son,” yet
gpproaching an untimely death before his father; and both these parties came to sorrow in "' Capernaum,”
the city of consolation. Neither circumstance, nor age, nor Situation can guarantee joy. We mugt il be
seeking Jesus.] 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee [and was
therefore within not very easy reach of hissick child'sbedside], he went unto him [literaly, "he went away
unto him." The verb contains a delicate suggestion that the father was reluctant to leave the son, even to
seek ad], and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son; for hewas at the point
of death. [Many, likethisfather, only seek divine aid wheninthe utmost extremity.] 48 Jesus therefore
said unto him, Except ye see signs and wonder s, ye will in no wise believe. [Though Jesus spoke
these wordsto the nobleman, yet he also intended themfor those who stood by, for he used the plura "ye."
That the Gdlilseans in generd deserved reproof for their lack of faith, is shown by the upbraiding words
which he spoke concerning their cities (Mait. xi. 20-24). Jesus wanted men to believe in him because of
his sdf-evidencing character and words (John x. 38; xiv. 11; xv. 22-24; xx. 29). But the peoplerequired
to have ther faith buttressed by miracles. There is a vast difference between believing in a man, and
bdieving hiscredentials. Miracleswere our Lord's credentids; his ministry among men can not be thought
of without them; and when the Baptist'sfaithin Christ himself wavered, Jesus referred him to them (Mait.
Xi. 4,5). Seedso Johnx. 37. Thetwowords, "signs' and "wonders," indicate the two aspects of miracles.

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 27 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXVIIl. Second Miracle at Cana

To the thoughtful they were Sgns or attestations that the one who performed themacted under the authority
and approvad of God; to dl othersthey were merewonders, whichstartled by their srangeness. Jesuswas
freshfrom Sychar, wheremany required no other Sgnthanhiswords.] 49 The nobleman saith unto him,
Sir, come down eremy child die. [The father fdt that the case was too urgent to admit of delay for
argument. It seemed to him that he raced with death. Hisfaith differed from that of the centurion in that
he fdt that the presence of Jesus was required to perform the miracle. He aso regarded the powers of
Jesus as limited to the living; but we must not censure his faith as particularly week, for in both these
respectsit resembled that possessed by Mary and Martha--John xi. 21, 22, 32, 39.] 50 Jesus saith unto
him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. [Jesus enlarges the nobleman's conception of his divine power by
showing him that his words take effect without regard to distance] The man believed the word that
Jesus spake unto him, and he went hisway. 51 And as he was now going down, his servants met
him, saying, that his son lived. 52 So he inquired of them the hour when he began to amend.
[More correctly, "beganto get better.” The father expected that the fever would depart dowly, asit usudly
does; but the reply of the servants shows that he was mistaken.] They said therefore unto him,
Y esterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. [Though for harmonidtic reasons we are persuaded
that John himsdf usesthe Romanmethod of computing the hours, whichwould make the phrase here mean
7 p. M., yet Since the phraseology hereisnot his, but that of the Galilaean servants, we takeit to mean 1
P.M., for they would use the Jewishmethod of computing fromsunset to sunset. I both parties had started
at once, they would have met before sundown, as each had but eleven milesto traverse. But it is more
reasonabl e to suppose that the wearied but now believing father sought some refreshment and a brief rest
before returning, and that the servants tarried awhile to see if the child's recovery was permanent. This
would lead to their meeting after sundown, a whichtime, according to the invariable custom, they would
cdl the previous period of daylight "yedterday."] 53 So the father knew that it was at that hour in
which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himsdf believed, and hiswhole house. [We note
here agrowth in the faith of the nobleman. Hefirst believed in the power of Jesus presence, theninthe
power of Jesus word, and findly he bdieved generdly in Jesus, and his household shared hisbdief. This
isthe fira mentionof a believing household; for others see Acts xvi. 14, 15, 34; xviii. 8.] 54 Thisisagain
the second sign that Jesus did, having come out of Judaea into Galilee. [One smdl sgnand many
converted in Samaria; two great miracles and one household converted in Gdlilee. Such is the record.
Jesus doubtlesshad many other convertsin Galilee, but it is oftentrue that the greater [abor bringsthe lesser
harvest.]

Study Questions:

1. Where was Jesus when he heded the nobleman's son? What miracles had Jesus done there
previoudy?

2. How sck was the nobleman’'s son?

Jesus told themthat they would not bdieve without seeing Sgns and wonders. Wheat isthe difference

between a sign and awonder?

Why would the people not believe without seeing Sgns?

What do we learn by the fact that Jesus hedled the nobleman's son without going to his house?

Wheat did the nobleman do because he believed?

What was the result of the man returning home and seeing that his son was well?

w
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8. How wasthisasgn?
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Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXIX. Jesus' Temporary Residence at Capernaum

XXIX,

JESUS TEMPORARY RESIDENCE AT CAPERNAUM.
MATT. Iv. 13-16.

Bible Text:

213 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwet in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the
bordersof Zebulun and Naphtali: 14 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through I saiah
the prophet, saying, 15 Theland of Zebulun and theland of Naphtali, toward the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 16 The peoplethat sat in darknesssawa great light, And tothem
that sat in the region and shadow of death, To them did light spring up.

Bible Text with Commentary:

213 And leaving Nazar eth [This expression means that Jesus now ceased to make Nazareth his
home. For description of Nazareth, see page 60], he came and dwelt in Capernaum [See page 119.
Capernaum means city of Nahum, or village of consolation. Its modern name, "Tel-Hum," means hill of
Nahum. The word "dwet" means that Jesus madethis town his headquarters. He owned no house there
(Matt. viii. 20). He may have dwdt with some of his disciples-for instance, Smon Peter--Matt. viii.
14-16], whichis by the sea, in the border s of Zebulunand Naphtali [ Capernaum wasinNaphtai, and
the border of the tribe of Zebulun was three or four miles southof it. Thispart of the country wasdensdy
populated, and had in it many choice spirits such as Jesus chose for his apostles]: 14 that it might be
fulfilledwhichwasspok enthrough | saiah the prophet [Isa. viii. 21, 22; ix. 1, 2], saying, 15 Theland
of Zebulun and theland of Naphtali, toward the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
[Thisland or regionwasthe firstto suffer inthe beginning of those warswhichfindly resulted inthe captivity
of theten tribes. The people of this district were smitten by Benhadad (1. Kings xv. 20), and afterwards
by Tiglath-pileser (I1. Kingsxv. 29; 1. Chron. v. 26), some time before the general captivity of the tentribes
(I1. Kings xvii. 6). It is caled Gdlilee of the Gentiles, because it was, according to Strabo and others,
inhabited by Egyptians, Arabians and Phoenicians, aswell as by Hebrews] 16 The peoplethat sat in
darknesssaw a great light, And to themthat sat in the region and shadow of death, To them did
light soring up. [Thosewho by reason of their ignorance and depravity suffered the torments of war, and
sat asit were under the shadow of the wing of desth, were designated by prophecies as the class among
whom the light of the gospd would spring up indl the fullnessand richness of itsblessing. Jesus, the"Light
of theworld,” fulfilled this prophecy, and gpart from him there canbe no pretense of itsfulfillment. Gdilee
had its prophets, but the enemies of Jesus themselves bear witness that none of them were great enough
"lights" to fulfill this prophecy--John vii. 52.]

Study Questions:

1. Wheredid Jesusdwel? How did thisfulfill prophesy?

2. Why did the people St in darkness? What greet light did they see?

3. Why did the people st in the regionand shadow of death? How did the light spring up among them?
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XXX.

JESUS CALLS FOUR FISHERMEN TO FOLLOW HIM.
(Seaof Galilee Near Capernaum.)
IMATT. IV. 18-22; PMARK I. 16-20; LUKEV. 1-11.

Bible Text:

418 And walking °16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw #wo brethren, Simon
who is called Peter, and Andrew hisbrother, {°the brother of Simon} casting a net in {3into} the
sea; for they werefishers. P17 And Jesus said {®he saith} Punto them, Come ye after me, and |
will make you to become fishers of men. 221 And going on from thencePa little further, 2he saw
two other brethren, Jamesthe son of Zebedee, and John his brother, "who also werein the boat
3with Zebedeetheir father, mendingtheir {°the} nets. 20 And straightway hecalled them: 1 Now
it came to pass, while the multitude pressed upon him and heard theword of God, that he was
ganding by the lake of Gennesaret; 2 and he saw two boats standing by the lake: but the
fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 3 And he entered into one of the
boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out alittle from theland. And he sat down and
taught the multitudes out of theboat. 4 And when he had left speaking, he said unto Smon, Put
out intothe deep, and let down your nets for adraught. 5 And Simon answer ed and said, Magter,
wetoiledall night, and took nothing: but at thy word I will let down the nets. 6 And when they had
done this, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes; and their nets were breaking; 7 and they
beckoned unto their partnersin the other boat, that they should come and help them. And they
came, and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But Simon Peter, when he saw it,
fell down at Jesus knees, saying, Depart from me; for | am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For hewas
amazed, and all that werewith him, at the draught of the fisheswhichthey had taken; 10 and so
wer e also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Smon. And Jesussaid unto
Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 11 And when they had brought ther
boatsto land, they 2straightway 9eft all, Pleft the nets, 2left the boat and their father, °Zebedee
in the boat with the hired servants, and went after him. {%ollowed him}

Bible Text with Commentary:

218 And walking ?16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee [Thislake is a pear-shaped body
of water, about twelve and a half mileslong and about sevenmilesacrossat itswidest place. 1tis682 feet
below sealevd; itswaters are fresh, clear and abounding infish, anditis surrounded by hillsand mountains,
which rise from 600 to 1,000 feet above it. Its greatest depth is about 165 feet], he [Jesus] saw 2two
brethren, Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, {°the brother of Simon} casting a
net in {?into} the sea[The New Testament speaks of three kindsof nets, viz.: the amphiblestron, which
isonly mentioned here; the sagene, mentioned only a Matt. xiii. 47; and the dictua, which is mentioned
indl other places. The dictua was a casting-net; the sagene, a seine or dragnet; and the amphiblestron
was adrawnet, acircular bell-shaped affair, which was thrown upon the water, so that it spread out and
caught, by anking, whatever was below it]; for they were fisher s. [ Though Simonand Andrew had been
companions of Jesus onat |least one journey, they did not as yet understand that his service would require
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dl their time. The facts that Jesus now temporarily resided at Capernaum afforded them an opportunity
to return to their old occupation, which they readily embraced. Fishing was then a prosperous trade on
the lake of Gdilee] P17 And Jesus said {he saith} Punto them, Come ye after me, and | will make
you to become fishers of men. [It was an invitation to follow, that they might be instructed by hearing
his teaching and beholding hiswork. Jesuscdled them from alower to asmilar but higher labor. Hecalls
al honest tradesmen in this manner. He invites carpenters to build his temple, servantsto serve the great
King, physcdans to hed immorta souls, merchantsto invest in pearls of greet price, etc. The fisherman
found many points of resemblance between the old and new cdling, such as, 1, daly hardships and
dangers, 2, earnest desires for the objects sought; 3, skill and wisdom in the use of means, etc. Disciples
are fishers, human souls are fish, the world is the sea, the gospel is the net, and eternd lifeis the shore
whither the catch is drawn.] 221 And going on from thence Pa little further, 2he saw two other
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, Pwho also were in the boat 2with
Zebedeetheir father, mending their {°the} nets. [They dso, like Peter and Andrew, were at work
when Jesus found them. God calsthe busy to hisbusiness. For instances where God has cdlled the busy,
see cases of Moses (Ex. iii. 1, 2), Gideon (Judg. vi. 11), Saul (1. Sam. x. 1-3), David (I. Sam. xvi. 11-15),
Hidha (1. Kingsxix. 19-21), Matthew (Matt. ix. 9), Saul (Acts ix. 1-6). Moreover most of these were
cdled from lowly work, for such is God's method (1. Cor. i. 26-29). We should note two reasons why
God chose the lowly and unlearned: 1, their minds being free from prej udice were more ready to entertain
new truth; 2, the strength of the gospel was made more gpparent by the weakness of its ministers (1. Cor.
ii. 3-5; . Cor. iv. 7; Zech. iv. 6). Of these two brothers, James was the firgt gpostolic martyr and John
the lagt survivor of the twelve. James was beheaded about A. D. 44 (Acts xii. 1, 2); and John, after
upwards of seventy years Christianservice, died at Ephesus about A. D. 100.] 20 And straightway he
called them [From Matthew and Mark we would suppose that Jesus was aone when he called the two
sets of brothers, and that with them he immediately left the [ake. But we learn fromLukethat a multitude
was gathering about Jesus, and that he taught and worked a miracle before leaving the lake]: °1 Now it
came to pass, while the multitude pressed upon him and heard the word of God, that he was
ganding by the lake of Gennesaret [This body of water bore many names. It was anciently called
Chinnereth (Num. xxxiv. 11), or Chinneroth(Judg. xii. 3), fromafortified town (Josh. xix. 35) and digtrict
(I. Kings xv. 20) inNaphtai bearing that name. It ishere caled Gennesaret, from aplain of that name upon
its northwestern shore (which may be a corruption of the old name Chinnereth) It received its name,
Gdlilee, from the didrict to which it belongs, and in later timesit bore the name Tiberias (Johnvi. 1), from
the city of that name on its western shore]; 2 and he saw two boats standing by the lake: but the
fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. [We may conceive of the fishermen,
inanswer to Jesus cdl, drawing their boats together to the point where he sood upon the shore. Then,
as Jesus stood teaching, they occupied themsdves in the shalow water behind by washing their netswhile
they ligened to him.] 3 And he entered into one of the boats, which was Smon's, and asked him to
put out alittle from theland. [Hedid thisthat he might avoid the press, and that the people might be
better able both to see and to hear.] And he sat down [the usud attitude or posture of a teacher] and
taught the multitudes out of the boat. 4 And when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Put
out intothe deep, and let down your netsfor adraught. ["Put out” isinthe sngular, beng addressed
to Smon aone; "let down" is plura, being addressed generaly to those in the boat.] 5 And Simon
answered and said, Master, wetoiled all night, and took nothing: but at thy word | will let down
the nets. ["Magter” is a broader word than "Rabhbi"; it indicates a superior, but does not confine his
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superiority to matters of ingtruction. The words of Peter show awillingness to oblige or honor Jesus, but
are devoid of hope as to the thing proposed. Night was the time for fishing (John xxi. 3); and the proper
place to cast the net was near the shore; but if Jesus wished to fish by daylight in the middle of the lake,
Simonwas not too weary to humor thewish.] 6 And when they had done this,theyincloseda great
multitude of fishes; and their netswere breaking [that is, the nets began to snap when they tried to
lift them out of the water]; 7 and they beckoned unto their partners in the other boat, that they
should come and help them. [Thisindicates that they were wdl out into the lake, whereit was easier to
beckon than to shout explanations. Some think the marvel wrought by Jesus made them speechless, but
they were so engrossed inthe magnitude and vaue of the catchthet the full glory of the miracle had not yet
come upon them.] And they came, and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. [They
probably ran a second net under the one which enclosed the fishes, and by thus doubling the strength of
the net were able to draw the fish up between the boats. A great |oad thus suddenly dumped inthe Sde
of aboat will causeit to li, dip water and threaten to sSink. Such appears to have been the case here until
the loads were so digtributed asto right the ships] 8 But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down at
Jesus knees, saying, Depart fromme; for | am a sinful man, O Lord. 9 For he was amazed, and
all that werewith him, at the draught of the fisheswhich they had taken[This miracle came home
to the soul of Peter because it was wrought in his own boat, with his own nets, and concerned his own
business. Religionisonly powerful asit becomespersond. Peter's request shows how deeply the miracle
impressed him. 1t gave him that sense of the divine presence which never fails to overwhem the hearts of
men. No man can behold God in his glory and live (Ex. xxxiii. 20-23; xx. 18, 19); and though there have
been exceptions where men have seen God or his representatives and lived (Ex. xxiv. 9-11; Judg. vi.
21-23; xiii. 22, 23; Isa vi. 1-5; Dan. x. 16-19; Gen. xxxii. 30); yet no man, not even the purest, has ever
stood in the presence of God or his minigters without feding such a sense of weakness and sinfulness as
to dmogt extinguish life--Rev. i. 17; Job Xlii. 5, 6]; 10 and so were also James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners withSmon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth
thou shalt catch men. [Jesus here shows the purpose for which this miracle had been wrought. 1t was
a prophetic type or picture which foreshadowed the triumphs of the day of Pentecost and other seasons
whenthe apostles had gresat ingatherings of souls through the preaching of the gospel.] 11 And whenthey
had brought their boatsto land, they 3straightway eft all [that is to say, Peter and Andrew], Pleft
the nets [but James and John], @eft the boat and their father, *Zebedeein the boat withthe hired
servants, and went after him. {followed him} [The four partners, boats, different kindsof nets, hired
servants, etc., and the fact that Salome, the wife of Zebedee, was one of those who ministered to Christ
out of her substance (Matt. xxvii. 55, 56; Luke viii. 3), dl indicate a business of very respectable
proportions: afact which suggests that the church of Christ would catch more soulsif dl its partswerein
partnership. Evidently whenthe four menleft the boats and nets Zebedee took charge of them. Whilethe
four rightly recognized that the divine cal was superior to their earthly obligations, there is nothing which
leads usto imply that their sudden departure discomfited Zebedee. The call of Christ here marksachange
inther relaionship to him. Hitherto discipleship had not materidly interfered with business, but this present
cdl separated them from their occupation, and prepared themfor the cal to be apostles which came later,
and which required them to be his constant companions-Mark iii. 14.]
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Study Questions:

1. What was Peter, Andrew, James, and John's professon? What was their business relaionship and
how do we know that they were successful?

What did Jesus cdl them to do? What were they doing when Jesus cdled them?

Metaphorically spesking, how is evangdism fishing for men?

Why might Jesus have taught the people from Peter's boat?

After teaching the people, what did Jesustell Peter to do? What was his response and how doesiit
exemplify fath?

What happened when Peter let down the nets? Wasit amiracle? Explain.

What was Peter's reaction? What was James and John's reaction?

What did Jesus say to Peter?

What did they do after bringing their boats to land?

abronN
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XXXI.
HEALING A DEMONIAC IN A SYNAGOGUE.

(At Capernaum.)
PMARK 1. 21-28; LUKE . iv. 31-37.

Bible Text:

21 And they go into {*he came down to} Capernaum, acity of Galilee. And Pstraightway on
the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. {“wasteaching them} 22 And they
were astonishedat histeaching: for he taught themas having {his word was with}*authority, and
not as the scribes. 23 And straightway therewasin their { the} Psynagogue a manwith{that had}
ban unclean spirit {°a spirit of an unclean demon}; "and he cried out, ‘with a loud voice, 24
saying, °34 Ah! what have weto do with thee, Jesus thou Nazarene? art thou cometo destroy
us? | know theewho thou art, the Holy One of God. 35 Jesusrebuked him, saying, Hold thy
peace, and come out of him. And when the demon {°unclean spirit}*had thrown him down in the
midst, "tearing him and crying with a loud voicethe came out of him, having done him no hurt.
27 And they were all amazed, {Camazement came upon all}, ®insomuch that they questioned
among themselves, “and they spake together, one withanother, saying, PWhat isthis? ‘What is
this word? Pa new teaching! “for with authority and power he commandeth Peven the unclean
spirits,“and they come out. "and they obey him. 28 And thereport of himwent out straightway
{¢37 And there went forth arumor concerning him} "everywhere into all {°every place of} Pthe
region of Galilee roundabout.

Bible Text with Commentary:

21 And they [Jesus and the four fishermen whom he had caled] go into {*he came down to}
Capernaum, a city of Galilee. [Luke hasjust spoken of Nazareth, and he uses the expression "down
to Capernaum™ because the latter was on the lake shore while Nazareth was up in the mountains] And
bstraightway onthe sabbath day he enter edinto the synagogue and taught. {°was teaching them}
22 And they were astonished at histeaching: for he taught them as having {¢his word was with}
bauthority, and not asthe scribes. [Mark usesthe adverb "straightway” and the particle "again” (which
has a gmilar meaning) to depict the rapid movement of Jesus. Asused by himinthisconnectionit probably
indicates that this was the next Sabbath after the caling of the four fishermen. The astonishment of the
people was natural. Not yet recognizing Jesus divinity, they could not understand how one so humble
could spesk with such authority. They contrasted his teaching with that of the scribes. The scribes were
learned men who preserved, copied and expounded the law and the tradition (Ez. vii. 6, 12; Neh. viii. 1;
Matt. xv. 1-6; xxiii. 2-4; Mark xii. 35; Lukexi. 52). They weredso cdled "lawyers' (Mark xii. 28; Matt.
xxii. 35), and "doctors of the law” (Lukev. 17-21). Though theteaching of Jesusdiffered from theteaching
of the scribes as to matter, the contrast drawn is asto manner. They spoke on the authority of Moses
or the elders, but Jesus taught by his own authority. Their way was to quote minute precedents supported
by endless authorities. A passage takenfrom|ater rabbinica writings startsthus. "Rabbi Zeirasays, on the
authority of Rabbi Jose bar Rabbi Chaning, and Rabbi Ba or Rabbi Chija on the authority of Rabbi
Jochanan," etc. Contrast with this the oft-repeated "I say to you" of Jesus--Maitt. v. 18, 20, 22, 26, 28,
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34.] 23 And gtraightway therewasin their {the} Psynagogue a manwith{‘that had} "an unclean
sirit {“a spirit of an unclean demon} [Matthew, Luke and Mark dl concur in pronouncing demons
unclean; that is, wicked. They thus corrected the prevailing Greek notion that some of the demons were
good. Theword "demon," asused in our Saviour'stime by both Jews and Greeks, meant the spirits of the
departed or the ghogts of dead men, and the teaching of that and prior ages was that such spiritsoftentook
possession of living men and controlled them. But whatever these demons were, the Scripture, both by
its treetment of themand itswords concerning them, clearly indicates thet they were immaterid, intelligent
beings, which are neither to be confused with maladies and diseases of the body, nor with tropes,
metaphors, or other figures of speech. In proof of this we adduce the following Scripture facts: 1, the
legidation of the Old Testament proceeded upon the assumption that there was such athing as a"familiar
soirit” (Lev. xix. 31); 2, inthe New Testament they are spoken of as persondities (Jes. ii. 19; Rev. xvi. 14),
Jesus evenfounding aparable uponthear habits (Lukexi. 24-26); 3, Jesus distinguished between them and
diseases, and so did his disciples (Matt. x. 8; Luke x. 17-20); 4, Jesus addressed them as persons, and
they answered as such (Mark v. 8; ix. 25); 5, they manifested desires and passions (Mark v. 12, 13); 6,
they showed a superhumanknowledge of Jesus (Matt. viii. 29). It would be impossible to regard demon
possessionas a mere disease without doing violenceto the language used inevery ingtance of the expulsion
of ademon. The frequency of demoniaca possession in the time of Jesusiis probably due to the fact that
his advent formed a great crids in the spiritua order of things. For fuller trestment of the subject, see
Millennial Harbinger, 1841, pp. 457, 580; 1842, pp. 65, 124]; and he criedout, ‘witha loud voice
[The man cried, the unclean soirit determined what he should cry. The slence and decorum of the
synagogue made the outcry more noticeable, and the demon betrayed his excitement and aarmin spesaking
before he was spoken to], P24 saying, °34 Ah! what have we to do with thee [for explanation of this
idiom see page 116], Jesus thou Nazarene? art thou cometo destroy us? [Jesus came to destroy
the wor ksof the devil (1. Johniii. 8). At hissecond coming the worker s themselves hdl suffer (Matt. xxv.
41). Wefind that they recognized thet the time of this"torment” had not yet come--Matt. viii. 29.] | know
thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. [It isimpossible that fever or disease, menta or physcd,
could give such supernatura knowledge. The demon called Jesus the Holy One, 1, becauseit was one of
his proper Scriptura names (Ps. xvi. 10; Acts iii. 14); 2, because holiness was that characteristic which
involved the ruin of demons as unholy ones-—-just as light destroys darkness. We should note here the
unfruitful knowledge, faith, and confessonof demons. They lacked neither knowledge (Matt. viii. 29) nor
faith (Jas. ii. 19), nor did they withhold confession; but Jesus received them not.  Repentance and willing
obedience are as necessary asfath or confesson.] 35 Jesusrebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace,
and come out of him. [We have inthis phrasetwo personagesindicated by the persond pronoun "him”;
one of whom is commanded to come out of the other; one of whom is now rebuked and heresfter to be
destroyed, the other of whom isdelivered. In commanding silence Jesus refused to receive the demon's
tetimony. We can see at least three reasonsfor this: 1, it was not fitting that the fate of the people should
rest uponthe testimony of liars, 2, because receiving suchtestimony might have been taken asanindication
that Jesus sustained friendly relaions to demons--something which the enemies of Chrigt actudly aleged
(Matt. xii. 24); 3, the Messiahship of Jesus was to be gradudly unfolded, and the time for its public
proclamation had not yet come.] And whenthe demon {°unclean spirit} *had thrown himdown in the
midst, Ptearing him and crying with a loud voice, he came out of him, having done him no hurt.
[The demon firg racked the body of the man with a convulson, and then, with acry of rage, came out.
All this was permitted that, 1, there might be clear evidence of demoniacal possession; 2, the demon's

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 36 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Part Fourth: First to Second Passover XXXI. Healing a Demoniac in a Synagogue

maignity might be shown; 3, it might be manifested that the spirit came not out of its own accord, but
because compdlled thereto by the command of Chrigt. The cry was, however, amereimpotent expression
of anger, for Luke, "the beloved physician," notes that it did the man no hurt] 27 And they were all
amazed, {camazement came upon all}, "insomuch that they questioned among themselves, ‘and
they spake together, one with another, saying, "What is this? “What is this word? "a new
teaching! for with authority and power he commandeth”eventhe uncleanspirits,‘andthey come
out. Pand they obey him. [The power to command disembodied spiritsthus amazed the people, because
it was more mysterious than the power to work physical miracles. By this mirade Jesus demonstrated his
actua possesson of the authority which he had just assumed in histeaching] 28 And the report of him
went out straightway {°37 And there went forth a rumor concerning him} Peverywhereinto all
{%every place of} "the region of Galilee roundabout. [Thisfame was occasioned both by the mirade
and the teaching. The benevolence and publicity of the miracle, and itspower--the power of one mightier
than Satan--would cause excitement inany community, inany age. Though thisisthefirst miraclerecorded
by either Mark or Luke, yet neither assertsthat it wasthe first mirade Jesus wrought, sothereisno conflict
with Johniii. 11

Study Questions:

Where was Jesus living a this time?

What did Jesus do in the synagogue on the Sabbath?

Why were the people astonished at Jesus teaching?

Who did Jesus hedl in the synagogue?

What did the demon say to Jesus? What was Jesus response?

What did the demon do after Jesus commanded him to come out of the man? Was the man hurt?
What is significant about the fact that the demon did not harm the man?

Why were the people amazed? What did they do?

Why did the people obey? How isthis smilar to the reason for our obedience today?
10 What went out from Cgpernaum throughout the region of Galileg?

©CooNoarwWNRE
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XXXII.
HEALING PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW
AND MANY OTHERS.

(At Capernaum.)
MATT. Vill. 14-17: PMARK 1. 29-34; LUKE IVv. 38-41.

Bible Text:

38 And herose up from the synagogue, °29 And straightway, when they were come out of
the synagogue, they came { enter ed} Pinto the house of Simon and Andrew, with Jamesand John.
30 Now Simon'swife'smother lay sick of {°was holden with} a great fever. 214 And when Jesus
wascome into Peter's house, he saw hiswife's mother lying sick of afever. Pand straightway they
tell him of her: and they besought him for her. *31 and he came °39 And he stood over her, and
rebuked the fever; 15 And hetouched her hand, Pand took her by the hand, and raised her up;
‘and it {’the fever} deft her: and immediately she rose up {%arose,} "and she ministered unto
them. {him.} °32 And at even, 2when even was come, ‘when the sun was setting, {°did set,} %l
they that had any sick with diversdiseases, brought them unto him; Pthey brought unto him all
that were sick, and them {®many} Pthat wer e possessed with demons. ‘and helaid hishandson
every one of them, #and he cast out the spiritswith aword, and healed all them ?that were sick:
17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through I saiah the prophet, saying, Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our diseases. "33 And all the city was gathered together at the door.
34 And he healed many that were sick of diversdiseases, and cast out many demons; 41 And
demons alsocame out frommany, crying out, and saying, Thouart the Son of God. And rebuking
them, he suffered them {°the demons} “not to speak, "because they knew him. °that hewasthe
Chrigt.

Bible Text with Commentary:

38 And he rose up from the synagogue [where he had just heded the demoniac], °29 And
straightway, whenthey were come out of the synagogue, they came {‘enter ed} Pintothe house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. [Peter and Andrew had dwet at Bethsaida (John i. 44).
They may have removed to Capernaum, or Bethsaida, being near by, may be here counted as a part, or
suburb, of Capernaum. Itsnamedoes not contradict thisview, for it means"house of fishing," or "fishery."]
30 Now Simon'swife's mother lay sick of {°was holdenwith} agreat fever. [The Papists, who dam
that Peter wasthe first pope, must confessthat he was married at thistime, and continued to be so for years
afterwards (1. Cor. ix. 5). Cdibacy is unauthorized by Scripture (Heb. xiii. 4). God saysit is not good
(Gen. ii. 18). Luke spesks as aphysician; for Gaen, the father of medicine, divided fevers into little and
great.] 214 And when Jesus was comeinto Peter's house, he saw hiswife smother lying sick of
afever. Pand straightway they tell him of her: “and they besought himfor her. [Ther interestinher
shows the spirit of love and kindness which pervaded the home] 31 and he came 39 And he stood
over her, and rebuked the fever [Though it was an inanimate force, it was till subject to rebuke, as
were the winds and waves of Gdilee--Mait. viii. 26]; 215 And he touched her hand, and took her by
the hand, and raised her up [thus showing that the mirade came from him, and that he felt a tender
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interest inthe sufferer]; “and it {°the fever} 9eft her: and immediately she rose up {%ar ose,} Pand she
ministered unto them. {#him.} [Her complete recovery emphasized the miracle. Such feversinvariably
leave the patient weak, and the period of convaescence is long and trying, and often full of danger. She
showed her gratitude by her ministry] 32 And at even, when even was come, ‘when the sun was
setting, {°did set,} all theythat had any sick withdivers diseases, brought them unto him; Pthey
brought unto him all that were sick, and them{®many} °that were possessed withdemons. [Ther
ddaytill sundown was unquestionably caused by the traditiond law of the Sabbathwhichforbade mento
carry any burdenonthat day (Johnv. 10). The Sabbath closed at sundown (Lev. xxiii. 32). Thedigtinction
is drawn between the sick and the demon-possessed. Lightfoot gives two reasons why demoniaca
possession was S0 common & that time, viz.: 1, the intense wickedness of the nation; 2, the addiction of
the nationto magic, whereby the people invited evil spiritsto be familiar withthem.] “and helaid his hands
on every one of them, #and he cast out the spiritswith aword, and healed all them ?that were
sick: 17 that it might be fulfilledwhichwas spokenthrough | saiah the prophet [Isa. liii. 4], saying,
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our diseases. [Isaah's visonis progressve; he sees, firgt, a
manof sorrows; second, amansorrowful because heborethe sickness and sorrows of others; third, aman
who aso bore an, and healed the souls of othersby so doing. Suchwasthe order of Chrigt'slife. Hisearly
years were spent in poverty and obscurity; his days of ministry in bearing, by sympathy and compassion,
the sicknesses and sorrows of others (John xi. 35; Mark xiv. 34); and in the hour of his crudfixion, he
became the world's sin-bearer--John i. 29; |. Pet. ii. 24.] °33 And all the city was gather edtogether
at the door. 34 And hehealed many that wer esick of diver sdiseases, and cast out many demons;
‘41 And demons also came out from many, crying out, and saying, Thouart the Son of God. And
rebuking them, he suffered them {°the demons} not to speak, "becausethey knewhim. °that he
was the Chrigt. [Those who are disposed to frequent spiritua seances and to seek information from
mediums should remember that the Son of God permitted his disciplesto receive no information from such
sources. He forbade demons to speak in the presence of his own, even on the most important of al
topics]

Study Questions:

Where did Jesus go &fter teaching and hedling the demoniac in the synagogue? Who was with Him?
What was wrong with Peter's mother-in-law? What did Jesus do when He hedled her?

How did this fulfill prophesy?

What did Peter's mother-in-law do after being hedled? Why isthis significant?

Who did the people bring to Jesus? When? What did Jesus do?

Why didn't Jesus allow the demons to speak?
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XXXIII.
JESUS MAKES A PREACHING TOUR
THROUGH GALILEE.
MATT. IV. 23-25; "MARK 1. 35-39; CLUKE Iv. 42-44.

Bible Text:

35 And in the morning, a great while before day, he rose up went out, and departed into a
desert place, and there prayed. “42 And when it was day, he came out and went into a desert
place. *36 And Simon and they that were with himfollowedafter him; 37 and they found him, and
say unto him, All are seeking thee. 38 And he saith untothem, L et us go elsewher e intothe next
towns, that | may preachthere also; for to thisend came | forth. ‘and the multitudessought after
him, and came unto him, and would have stayedhim, that he should not go fromthem. 43 But he
said untothem, | must preach the good tidings of the kingdom of Godto the other citiesalso: for
therefore was | sent. °39 And he 2Jesus went about in all Gailiee, Pinto their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, ®teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospd of the kingdom,
band casting out demons, 2and healing all manner of disease and all manner of sickness among
the people. 24 And thereport of himwent forthintoall Syria: and they brought unto him all that
were sick, holden with divers diseases and tor ments, possessed with demons, and epileptic, and
palsed; and he healed them. 25 And there followed him great multitudes from Galilee and
Decapolis and Jer usalemand Judaea and from beyond the Jordan. 44 And he was preachingin
the synagogues of Galilee.

Bible Text with Commentary:

35 And in the morning, a great while before day, he r ose up went out [i. e., from the house of
Simon Peter], and departed into a desert place, and there prayed. [Though Pdedtine was densdy
populated, its people were al gathered into towns, so that it was usudly easy to find solitude outside the
city limits. A ravine near Capernaum, caled the VVae of Doves, would afford suchsolitude. Jesus taught
(Matt. vi. 6) and practiced solitary prayer. We can commune with God better when done than whenin
the company of even our dearest friends. It is amistakennotionthat one can pray equaly wdl a dl times
and indl places. Jesusbeingindl thingslike men, except that hewas sinless (Heb. ii. 17), must havefound
prayer areal necessity. He prayed as a human being. Severd reasons for this season of prayer are
suggested, fromwhichwe select two: 1. It was a safeguard againgt the temptation to vainglory induced by
the unbounded admiration and praise of the multitude whom he had just heded. 2. It was a fitting
preparation on the eve of his departure on his firg missonarytour.] °42 And whenit was day, he came
out and went intoa desert place. [Mark hasinmind the seasonwhen Jesus sought the Father inprayer,
and 0 he tdls usit was "agreat while before day." L uke hasinmind the hour when Jesus faced and spoke
to the multitude, so he says, "Whenit was day."] *36 And Simon [as head of the house which Jesus had
just left, Simon naturally acted as leader and guide to the party which sought Jesus] and they that were
with him[they who were stopping in Smon's house; viz.: Andrew, James and John] followed after him
[literdly, pursued after him. Xenophon uses this word to signify the close pursuit of an enemy in war.
Simon had no hesitancy inobtruding onthe retirement of the Magter. Thisrushing after Jesusin hot haste
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accorded withhisimpulsive nature. The excited interest of the people seemed to the disciples of Jesus to
offer golden opportunities, and they could not comprehend his gpparent indifferencetoit]; 37 and they
found him, and say unto him, All are seeking thee. [The disciples saw amultitude seeking Jesus for
various causes. ome to hear, some for excitement, some for curiosity. To satisfy the people seemed to
themto be Chrigt'sfirg duty. Jesusunderstood hiswork better than they. He never encouraged thosewho
sought through mere curiogity or admiration(John vi. 27). Capernaum accepted the benefit of hismiracles,
but rejected hiscdl to repentance--Matt. xi. 23.] 38 And he saithuntothem, L et us go elsewhere into
the next towns [the other villages of Gdlileg], that | may preach there also; for to this end came |

forth. [I. e., | cameforthfromthe Father (John xvi. 28) to make and preachagospel. Hisdisciplesfailed
to understand hismisson. Afterwards preaching was with the apostles the all-important duty--Actsvi. 2,
I.Cor.i.17.] “and the multitudes sought after him, and came unto him, and would have stayed him,
that he should not go from them. [They would have sdfishly kept his blessed minigtries for their own
exclusve enjoyment.] 43 But he said unto them, | must preach the goodtidings of the kingdom of
Godtothe other citiesalso: for thereforewas| sent. [Jesus sought to arouse the entirenation. That
whichthe disciples regarded as alarge work in Capernaum was consequently inhissght avery smdl one.
Thosewho undergtand that it is God's will and wish to save every manthat livesuponthe earthwill not be
overdated by a successful reviva in some smal corner of the great field of labor.] *39 And he®Jesus
went about in all Gailiee [The extreme length of Gdlilee was about sixty-three miles, and its extreme
widthabout thirty-three miles. Its average dimensions were about fifty by twenty-five miles. It contained,
according to Josephus, two hundred and forty towns and villages. Its population at that time is estimated
at about threemillions. Lewin caculatesthat thiscircuit of Galilee must have occupied four or five months.
Theversesof this paragraphare, therefore, a summary of the work and influence of Jesus during the earlier
part of isministry. They are a generd statement, the detalls of whichare giveninthe subsequent chapters
of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke--the Gospel of John degling more particularly with the work
inJudaeg], Pinto their synagoguesthroughout all Galilee, ®teaching in their synagogues [The word
"synagogue’ is compounded of the two Greek words'"sun,” together, and "ago," to collect. Itis, therefore,
equivaent to our English word "meeting-house.” Tradition and the Targums say that these Jewish houses
of worship existed from the earliest times. In proof of this assertion Deut. xxxi. 11 and Ps. Ixxiv. 8 are
cited. But thecitationsareinsufficient, that in Deuteronomy not being in point, and the seventy-fourth Psalm
being probably written after the Babylonian captivity. It better accords with history to believe that the
synagogue originated during the Babylonian captivity, and was brought into the matherland by the returning
exiles. Certan it is that the synagogue only came into historic prominence after the books of the Old
Testament werewritten. At thetimeof our Saviour'sministry synagogueswere scattered dl over Paestine,
and dso over dl quarters of the earth whither the Jews had been dispersed. Synagogues were found in
very smdl villages, for wherever ten "men of leisure,” willing and able to devote themselves to the service
of the synagogue, were found, a synagogue might be erected. In the synagoguesthe people met together
onthe Sabbaths to pray, and to listen to the reading of the portions of the Old Testament, and also to hear
suchingtructionor exhortationas might be furnished. With the permission of the president of the synagogue
any one who wasfitted might ddliver an address. Thus the synagogues furnished Jesus (and in later times
his disciplesaso) witha congregation and asuitable place for preaching. Wefind that on week days Jesus
often preached in the openair. But the synagogues are thus particularly mentioned, probably, becausein
themwere hdd the most important services, because theywerenecessary duringthe rainy and cold season,

and because their use shows that as yet the Jewish rulers had not so prejudiced the public mind as to
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exclude Jesus from the houses of worship], and preaching the gospd of the kingdom, Pand cagting
out demons [Mark singles out this kind of miracle as mogt striking and wonderful], and healing all
manner of diseaseand all manner of sicknessamong the people. 24 And thereport of him went
forthintoall Syria[caravanspassingthrough Gdlilee back and forth between the M editerranean seaports
onthe west and the Persiancitiesonthe east, and between Damascus on the north and Egypt onthe south,
would carry the reports concerning Jesus far and wide]: and they brought unto himall that wer e sick,
holdenwithdivers diseases andtor ments, possessedwithdemons,and epileptic, and palsied; and
he healedthem. [Thus, by hisactions, Jesus showed that the kingdom of God had come. Thewonders
of Moses were mostly miracles of judgment, those of Jesus were acts of compassion. The diseaseshere
enumerated are till among the most difficult for physcansto handle. Theterm "pasy” included dl forms
of pardysis, catalepsy and cramps.] 25 And there followed him great multitudes [these popular
demongtration, no doubt, intengfied the erroneous notion of his disciples that the kingdom of Jesus wasto
be one of worldly grandeur] from Galilee and Decapolis [Decapolis is formed from the two Greek
words "deka," ten, and "polis,” city. As a geographica term, Decapolisrefersto that part of Syrialying
east, southeast, and south of the Lake of Galilee. There is some doubt as to which were the ten cities
named, for there seem at times to have been fourteen of them. Those commonly reckoned are 1.
Damascus. 2. Philadelphia. 3. Raphana. 4. Sycthopoalis. 5. Gadara. 6. Hyppos. 7. Dion. 8. Pella. 9.
Gdas. 10. Kanatha. The other four are Abilaand Kanata (distinct from Kanatha), Caesarea Philippi, and
Gergesa. Noneof thesewerein Galilee save Sycthopoalis. According to Ritter, these citieswere colonized
principdly by veterans fromthe army of Alexander the Great. A reminiscence of their Macedonian origin
is found in the fact that there was a city named Pdla in Macedonia. These cities are said to have been
formed into a confederacy by Pompey the Great. In the time of Jesus they were chiefly inhabited by
Greeks or heathen, and not by Jews. Josephus expresdy cals Gadara and Hyppos Greek cities] and
Jerusalem and Judaea and from beyond the Jordan. [Theland beyond Jordan was caled Peras,
whichmeans"beyond.” According to Josephus, it included territory betweenthe cities of Pdla onthe north
and Machagus on the south. That is to say, its northern boundary began on the Jordan opposite the
southernline of Galilee, and its southern boundary was at Moab, about the middle of the east shore of the
Dead Sea] “44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.

Study Questions:

When and where did Jesus pray? What can we learn from His example?
Why had Jesus come forth (come to earth)?

Where did Jesus go after departing from Capernaum? What did He do?
What did the people of Syriado? Why?

How many people followed Jesus? Where were they from?
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XXXIV.

JESUS HEALS A LEPER AND CREATES MUCH EXCITEMENT.
MATT.VIIIL. 2-4; PMARK 1. 40-45; LUKE V. 12-16.

Bible Text:

12 And it came to pass, while he was in one of the cities, behold, "ther e cometh {*came} "to
him aleper, ®aman full of leprosy: and whenhe saw Jesus, "beseeching him, and knedling down
to him, ‘hefell on hisface, 2and wor shipped him, and besought him, saying, "unto him, Lord, if
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. P41 And being moved with compassion, he stretched forth
his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, {¢saying,} | will; be thou made clean. ®42 And
gtraightway the {¢his} lepr osy departedfrom him. {?was cleansed.} Pand he was made clean. 43
And he grictly charged him, %o tell no man: "and straightway sent him out, 24 And Jesus saith
unto him, Seethou tell no man; {Psay nothing to any man:} “but go thy way, and show thysdf to
the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, accor ding as M oses commanded, "the things which {3the
gift that} M oses commanded, for a testimony unto them. P45 But he went out, and began to
publish it much, and to spread abroad the matter, {15 But so much the more went abroad the
report concerning him:} and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed of their
infirmities. Pinsomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into a city, ©16 But he withdrew
himsdf in the deserts, {°waswithout in desert places:} and prayed. Pand they came to himfrom
every quarter.

Bible Text with Commentary:

€12 And it cameto pass, while he wasin one of the cities [it was acity of Gdlilee, but asit was
not named, it isidle to conjecture which city it was], behold, "there cometh {3came} °to him a leper
[ There is much discussion as to what is here meant by leprosy. Two diseases now go by that name; viz.,
psoriasis and dephantiags. Therearedsothreevarietiesof psoriass, namely, white, black and red. There
are dso three varidies or modifications of elephantiasis, namely, tubercular, spotted or streaked, and
anasthetic. Elephantiasisistheleprosy foundinmoderntimesin Syria, Greece, Spain, Norway and Africa
Now, since Lev. xiii., in determining leprosy, lays great stress on awhite or reddish-white depression of
the skin, the hairsin which are turned white or yelow, and sinceit also providesthat the leper who iswhite
dl over ddl be declared clean, and sinceinthe only two cases where |epers are described--Num. xii. 10;
II. Kings v. 27--they are spoken of as "white as snow," scholars have been led to think that the Biblical
leprosy was the white form of psoriads. But the facts hardly warrant us in exduding the other forms of
psoriasis, or even dephantiass, for 1. Leviticus xiii. dso declares that any bright spot or scae shdl be
pronounced leprosy, if it be found to spread abroad over the body; and this indefinite language would let
inelephantiass, cancer and many other skindiseases. Infact, thelaw dedswith theinitial symptomsrather
thanwiththe ultimate phases of the fully developed disease. 2. Elephantiasis wasacommondiseaseinour
Saviour's time, and has been ever since, and would hardly be called leprosy now, if it had not been
popularly so caled then. The word "leprosy” comes from "lepo,” which meansto ped off inscdes. Itis
hereditary for generations, though modern medica authoritieshold that it isnot contagious. However, the
returning Crusaders spread it al over Europe in the tenth and eeventh centuries, so that according to
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Matthew Paris there was no less than nine thousand hospitas set gpart for itsvictims. The facts thet the
priests had to handle and examine lepers, and that any one who was white al over with leprosy was
declared clean, led scholarsto think that the laws of Moses, which forbade any one to approach or touch
aleper, were not enacted to prevent the spread of acontagion, but for typical and symbolic purposes. It
is thought that God chose the leprosy as the symbol of Sn and its consequences, and that the Mosaic
legidation was given to carry out this conception. Being the most loathsome and incurable of al diseases,
it fitly representsin bodily form the ravages of snin the soul of aman. But there must also have been a
sanitary principle in God's laws, since we till deem it wise to separate lepers, and since other people
besides the Hebrews (as the Persians) prohibited lepers from mingling with other citizens. Elephantiass
isthe most awful disease known. The body of its victim disntegrates joint by joint, until the whole frame
crumblesto pieces. Psoriassismilder, but isvery distressng. Mead thus describesacase: The "skinwas
shining as covered withflakes of snow. And asthefurfuraceousor bran-like, scalesweredaily rubbed off,
the flesh appeared quick or raw underneath.” In addition to the scaly symptoms, the skin becomes hard
and cracks open, and fromthe cracks an ichorous humor oozes. The disease spreadsinwardly, and ends
in consumption, dropsy, suffocation and deeth], “a man full of leprosy [Some have thought that Luke
meant to indicate one so completely covered with leprosy asto be clean (Lev. xiii. 12-17). But the fact
that Jesus sent him to the priest, shows that he wasnot suchacleanleper. Luke meant to describealeper
inthe last stages of the disease--a leper past dl hope]: and when he sawJesus, *beseeching him, and
knedling down to him, che fell on his face, %and wor shipped him, “and besought him, saying, Punto
him, ‘L ord [The Jews, inaddressing any distinguished person, usudly employedthe titte "L ord.” They were
aso accustomed to knedl before prophets and kings. It is not likely that the leper knew enough of Jesus
to address him as the Son of God. He evidently took Jesusfor some gresat prophet; but he must have had
great faith, for he wasfull of confidencethat Jesus had power to hed him, athough therewasbut one case
of leper-cleansing in the Scriptures—-I1. Kingsv. 1-19; Lukeiv. 27], if thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean. [The leper believed in the power of Jesus, but doubted his willingness to expend it on one so
unworthy and so unclean. In tempora matters we can not dways be as sure of God's willingness aswe
canbe of hispower. We should note that the man asked rather for the blessing of cleannessthan for hedth.
To the Jew uncleanness was more horrible than disease. It meant to be an outcast fromlsradl, and to be
classed with swine, dogs and other odious and abhorrent creatures. The leper, therefore, prayed that the
Lord would remove his shame and pollution.] °41 And being moved with compassion, he stretched
forth his hand, and touched him [Mark habitudly notes the fedings, and hence dso the gestures, of
Jesus. It was not an accidentd, but an intentiond, touch. Popular belief so confused and confounded
leprosy with the uncleanness and corruption of sin, as to make the leper fed that Jesus might almost
compromise his purity if he concerned himsdlf to relieveit. The touch of Jesus, therefore, gave the leper
anew conception of divine compassion. It isargued that Jesus, by this touch, was made legdly unclean
until the evening (Lev. xiii. 46; xi. 40). But we should note the spirit and purposeof thislaw. Touch was
prohibited because it defiled the person touching, and aided not the person touched. In Jesus case the
reasons for the law were absent, the conditions being reversed. Touching defiled not the toucher, and
hedled the touched. In al things Jesus touches and shares our human state, but he so sharesit that instead
of hisbeing defiled by our uncleanness, we are purified by hisrighteousness. Moreover, Jesus, as apriest
after the order of Melchizedek (Heb. v. 6), possessed the priestly right to touch the leper without
defilement--Heb. iv. 15], and saith unto him, {°saying,} | will; be thou made clean. [The Lord's
answer is an echo of the man's prayer. Thewords, "l will," expressthe high authority of Jesus] °42 And
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graightway the {?his} 9eprosy departed from him. {3was cleansed.} Pand he was made clean.
["Lukesays, 'departed’, giving the merely physica view of the event. Matthew says, ‘was cleansed,' using
ceremonia language. Mark combinesthetwo forms'--Godet.] 43 And he gtrictly chargedhim, ‘totell
no man [The language used indicates that Jesus sternly forbadethe manto tel what had been done. The
man's conduct, present and future, shows that he needed severe speech. In his uncontrollable eagerness
to be hedled he had overstepped his privileges, for he was not legdly permittedto thus enter citiesand draw
near to people (Num. v. 2, 3); he wasto keep at adistance fromthem, and covering his mouth, wasto cry,
"Tame, tame--unclean, unclean” (Lev. xiii. 45, 46; Lukexvii. 12, 13). Themanevinced alikerecklessness
indisregarding the command of Jesus]: and straightway sent him out, 24 And Jesus saith unto him,
See thou tell no man; {’say nothing to any man:} [Severa reasons are suggested why the Lord thus
commanded sllence: 1. It may have been better for the man not to mention his cure (Johnix. 34). 2. He
required the decison of the priest to make him legdly dean; and too much tak might so prejudice the
priestsasto lead themto refuseto admit hiscure. 3. But the best reason isthat it accorded with our Lord's
generd course, whichwasto suppress excitement, and thus prevent too great crowds fromgathering about
himand hindering hiswork. To takethisview isto say that Jesus meant to prevent exactly what happened]
“%ut go they way, and showthyself tothe priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as M oses
commanded, °the things which {?the gift that} M oses commanded, for a testimony unto them.
[ Though hedled of his leprosy, the man was not legdly clean until declared so by the priest. The priest
aone could readmit him to the congregation. The loca priest ingpected the hedled leper, and if he was
found clean or cured, he was purified by the use of two birds, cedar wood, scarlet and hyssop, razor and
bath. After seven days he was again ingpected, and if till cured the priest repaired with him to thetemple,
where he offered the gft for his cleanang, which was three lambs, with flour and ail; or if the leper was
poor, one lamb and two doves or pigeons, withflour and oil (Lev. xiv.). The heded leper wasatestimony
that Messiah, the great Physician, had come, and that he respected the law of Moses. Thistestimony was
given both to priests and people.] 45 But he went out [from the presence of Jesus and from the dity],
and began to publish it much, and to spread abroad the matter, {15 But so muchthe more went
abroad the report concerning him:} [the leper was so dated that he could scarcely refrain from
publishing his cure, and he mugs dso have thought that this was what Jesus redly wanted--that in
commanding him not to publish it he did not mean what he said] and great multitudes came together
to hear, and to be healed of their infirmities. Pinsomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter
intoacity [Not anaurd or physica ingbility, but the inability of impropriety. Jesus could not do what he
judged not best to do. Theexcitement cause by such an entry wasinjuriousin severa ways. 1. It gavesuch
anempheads to the miracles of Jesus asto makethem overshadow histeaching. 2. It threatened to arouse
the jeal ousy of the government. 3. It rendered the peopleincapable of calm thought. Two things constantly
threatened the ministry of Jesus, namely, impatience in the multitude, and envious mdiceinthe priestsand
Pharisees. Jesus wished to add to neither of these eements of opposition. Thus the disobedience of the
leper interrupted Jesus, and thwarted himin his purposeto vist the villages. Disobedience, no matter how
well-meaning, dways hinders the work of Christ], ©16 But he withdrewhimself in the deserts, {’was
without in desert places:} [That is, inthe remote grazing-landslikethat desert inwhich he afterwardsfed
the five thousand. Such was our Lord's unexampled meekness that he preferred the slent deserts to the
gpplause of multitudes. His meekness was as high above the capacity of amerdy human being as were
hismiracles] “and prayed. [Luke's gospd is pre-eminently the gospel of prayer and thanksgiving] Pand
they cameto him from every quarter.
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Study Questions:

0.

O N~ WDNE

What city was Jesus in when the leper came to Him?

What is aleper?

What did the leper do when he gpproached Jesus?

How confident was the leper of Jesus ability to hed hisleprosy?

Why did Jesus hed the leper?

What did Jesus say when hedling the leper? What is the sgnificance of His satement?

How quickly was the leper heded? Why isthis Sgnificant?

What did Jesus command the man to do after being hedled? Why would Jesus have given these
commands?

What resulted from the man telling others about his healing?

10. Where did Jesus go after heding the leper? What happened there?

Allan McNabb
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XXXV.

JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC AT CAPERNAUM.
AMATT. IX. 2-8; P"MARK 1. 1-12; CLUKE V. 17-26.

Bible Text:

17 And it came to passon one of those days, "when he entered again into Caper naum after
some days, that he was teaching; it was noised that he was in the house. 2 And many were
gathered together, so that therewas no longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and
he spake the word unto them. “and there were Pharisees and doctor s of the law sitting by, who
were come out of every village of Galilee and Judaea and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord
was with him to heal. 18 And behold, men bring {?they brought "they come, bringing} unto him
aman sick of the palsy, {that was palsied:} @ying on a bed: "borne of four and they sought to
bring him in, and tolay himbefore him. 19 And not finding by what way they might bring him in
because of the multitude, 4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the crowd, they
went up tothe housetop, Pthey uncover edthe roof where he was: and whenthey had br okenit up,
they let down the bed whereon the sick of the palsylay. “and let him down through thetileswith
his couch into the midst before Jesus. °5 And Jesus seeing their faith saith {®said} unto the sick
of the palsy, Son, {*Man,} 2be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiventhee. °6 But there were
certain of the scribes ‘and the Pharisees’sitting there, 23 And behold, %egan to reason, Pand
reasoning in their hearts, 2said within themselves, °saying, T his man blasphemeth. 7 Why doth
this manthus speak? heblasphemeth: Who isthisthat speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive
sins,°but one, even God? alone? P8 And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so
reasoned{their reasonings,} Pwithin themselves, 24 And Jesus knowing their thoughts‘answer ed
and said {’saith} unto them, ®Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? "Why reason ye these
things in your hearts? 25 For which is easier, °to say to the sick of the palsy, °Thy sins are
forgiven thee; Por to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know that
the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins, (*then saith heto the sick of the palsy),
{¢(he said unto him that was palsied),} | say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, {*bed,} and
go up unto thy house. 25 And immediately herose up {?arose,} beforethem, and straightway
took up the bed, that wher eon he lay, Pand went forth before themall; 2and depar tedtohishouse.
‘glorifying God. Pinsomuch that they were all amazed, 8 But when the multitudes saw it, they
wereafraid, 26 And amazement took hold on all, and they glorified God; 2who had given such
authority unto men. Psaying, We never saw it on this fashion, ‘and they werefilled with fear,
saying, We have seen strange thingsto-day.

Bible Text with Commentary:

17 And it came to pass on one of those days, Pwhen he entered again into Caper naum after
some days, that he was teaching; Pit was noised that he wasin the house. [Luke usesthe generd
expression "those days," referring to the early portionof our Lord's ministry in Gdilee. Mark says, "some
days" which impliesthe lgpse of aconsderable interva. The heding of theleper crested such excitement
that for some time, probably several weeks, Jesus kept out of the cities. He now, after the excitement has
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subsided, quietly enters Capernaum, and probably goesto the house of Simon Peter, now |ooked upon
as his headquarters in Capernaum (Mark i. 29). His entrance into Capernaum marks the end of hisfirst
missionary tour through Gdilee] 2 And many wer e gathered together, so that there was no longer
room for them, no, not even about the door: and he spake the word unto them. [Oriental houses
are one or two storied structures, built in the form of a square, or rectangle, with an open space in the
center cdled the court. They have one door which opens from the street into an open space cdled the
porch, and this porchin turn opens upon the court. In this porch thereis usudly a sairway leading to the
roof. Theroofsareinvariably flat, and are surrounded by abreastwork or parapet to keep those on them
fromfdling off. Roofsor housetopsare used asweuseyards, only they are somewhat private. Somethink
that this house was atwo-storied structure, and that Jesus was teaching inthe upper room or second story.
If thiswere s0, there would have been little profit to the people who clung about the street door, for they
could neither see nor hear. Besides, atwo-storied house would probably have been beyond the means
of SmonPeter. Itismorelikely that Jesus wasin the room opposite the porch acrossthe court. If so, the
crowd at the door might catch anoccasional word, or by tiptoing obtain amomentary glance; and thus fan
the hope of some ultimate satisfaction.  The gospd is here caled "the word,” for it is the Word among
words, asthe Bible is the Book among books.] “and there were Pharisees and doctors of the law
sitting by [the fact that they were gtting, shows that they were honored above the rest: Jesus did not
increase ther ill-will by any needless disrespect], who were come out of every village of Galilee and
Judaeaand Jer usalem|[Itisnot likdy that such a gathering came together by accident. Capernaum was
known to be the headquarters of Jesus, and these leaders of the people had doubtless gathered there to
wait for some opportunity to see or hear Jesus. They recognized the necessity of coming to some definite
judgment regarding him. Weshdl seeinthisscenethe beginning of their hodtility to Jesus, which devel oped
into four objections: 1. Alleged blasphemy; 2. Intercoursewith publicans and sinners; 3. Supposed neglect
of ascetic duties, such aswashings, fastings, etc.; 4. Alleged violationof the sabbath]: and the power of
the Lord waswith him to heal. [That isto say, the power of God the Father wasthenworking in Jesus
to perform miracles (John xiv. 10). Some take this as implying that other miracleshad been wrought that
day, beforethe arriva of the paralytic. But the words are more likely a preface for what follows; inwhich
case the meaning is that the cold disbeief of the Pharisees did not prevent Jesus from working miracles,
asdisbdief usudly did--Matt. xiii. 58; xvi. 1-4.] 18 Andbehold, menbring {?they brought "they come,
bringing} unto him a man sick of the palsy, {that was palsied:} @ying on a bed: Pborne of four
[Palsy isanabbreviationof the word "paralysis.” It is caused by a cessation of the nervous activities. See
page 175. Inthe East bedsteads were practically unknown. An Orienta bed isathin mattress, or palet,
just large enough for amanto lie upon; and those generdly used by the poor to-day are made of sheepskin
with thewool onit. Suchabed could be easly carried by four men, if each took hold of a corner.] “and
they sought to bring himin [i. e, into the housg], and to lay him before him. 19 And not finding by
what way they might bring himin because of the multitude, ®4 And whenthey could not come nigh
unto himfor the crowd [To these four who sought Jesus it seemed a case of now or never. If they waited
till another season, Jesus might withdraw himself again for "some days," or the pasied man might die.
"Now" isawaysthe day of salvation], they went up to the housetop [They went up by means of the
gairs in the porch, or by ascending to the roof of an adjoining house, and stepping across to the roof of
Simon'shouse. Many commentators assert that they went up by an outside stairway, erroneoudy believing
that suchstairsare commonin Paestine; but they are dmost unknown there, and ther presence would only
expose the inmates of the houseto violence and pillage], Pthey uncover ed the r oof wher e he was: and
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when they had broken it up, they let down the bedwher eonthe sick of the palsy lay. andlet him
down throughthe tileswith his couchinto the midst before Jesus. [ Some have thought that removing
the roof merely means that they took away the awvning over the court, and aso that the removal of theftile
merdly means that they took down the parapet or wall which prevented people from falling from the roof
into the court. But the language is strongly againgt such a congtruction. An awning is not aroof, and it is
rolled up, not "broken up." Moreover, the man was let down "through the tiles,” which seemsto indicate
that the remaining tiles encased an opening through which he waslowered. Thetileswere plates of burnt
clay, suitable for roofing rather than for building walls or parapets. We are not told in what part of the
house Jesus stood, but evidently an opening was made inthe flat roof above him, and the manwas|owered
to the floor infront of Jesus by means of short straps or pieces of rope fastened to the four corners of the
bed. A stout parapet would have aided rather than hindered, if the body had been lowered into the court.]
b5 And Jesus seeing their faith [The four friends of the sick man showed their faith by those bold and
persstent efforts which took liberties with the house of a neighbor; and the pasied man showed hisfaith
by consentingto the extraordinary means employed inhisbehdf] saith {?said} untothe sick of the palsy,
Son, {°Man,} ®be of good cheer; thy sinsareforgiven thee. [The affectionateaddress, "Son," might
have ordinarily surprised the Jewishdoctors, who held themselves too far removed from sinners to spesk
thus familialy withthem. But the smaler surprise was swalowed up in the greater, when they heard Jesus
pronounce the forgiveness of the man'ssins. Sinceman had trod the globe, sin against God had never been
pardoned by the direct, authoritative utterance of fleshly lips. Such power resides in Jesus alone. Since
then, and even in modern times, mistaken priests have presumed to speak forgiveness, but the apostles
claimed no such power (Actsviii. 22). So far as the church forgives sins (John xx. 23), it doesit merdly
asthe organ of God, and must do so according to the methods and ordinances laid down by God. Those
who profess to forgive sn by word of mouth, should be able to make good ther dam to this boasted
power by hedling diseases or otherwise removing the consequences of sin.  Failing to do this, they must
forever rest under the justified suspicionthat they are, wittingly or urwittingly, guilty of blasphemy.] °6 But
there wer e certain of the scribes®and the PhariseesPsitting there, 23 And behold, [they] Sbegan
to reason, Pand reasoning in their hearts, 2said within themselves, saying, #This man
blasphemeth. °7 Why doth this man thus speak? [A scornful expression, shown by the repetition,
houtos houtoo, which means, literdly, "this one these things""] he blasphemeth: “Who is this that
speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, ®but one, even God? “alone? [In classic Greek to
blaspheme means to speak evil of, or to dander aperson, and itis used in this sensein the New Testament
(Tit. iii. 2; 11. Pet. ii. 2; Jude 8). Itsordinary New Testament use, however, is quite different, Snce it is
employed to designate something whichreflectsevil on the character or nature of God. Thisuseispeculiar
to monothadic writers, and was unknown to the Greeks. Such blasphemies may be divided into three
generad heads, thus: 1. To attribute the unworthy to God. 2. To deny the worthy to God. 3. To arrogate
or dam any attribute, power, authority, etc., which belongs exclusively to God. It was under this third
head that Jesus seemed to lay himsdf opento accusation--anaccusationentirdy just if he had not beenthe
Son of God. The Phariseeswere not faulty intheir logic, but were mistakenin their premises, hence Jesus
does not deny their doctrine; he merely corrects their mistaken gpplication of it to himsef. Asto this
pronounced forgiveness of Jesus, two questionsarise: 1. Why did he forgive the man'ssins? The hastewith
which the man was brought to Jesus suggests that his condition was criticd; in which case the torment of
his sin would be the greater. Asasearcher of hearts Jesus saw the unuttered desire of the sick man, and
at once responded to it. I his words meant nothing to the conscience of the man, they were wasted; but
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Jesus knew what was in man. 2. Why did he pronounce the forgiveness so publicly? As the terms of
pardon prescribed in the law were yet infull force, this open speech of Jesus was a surprising assertion of
authority. Infact, such assertions were exceptiond in his minigtry; for only on three recorded occasions
did hethus forgive Sins (Luke vii. 48; xxiii. 43). Being the exceptiona and not the established method of
pardon, and being thus employed in the presence of so representative an audience, it was evidently used
for agpecia purpose; and that purpose wasto show that Jesus had such power, that menseeing this power
might believe him to be the Son of God. He was vindicating an eternd law of the universe, in which al
human beings throughout al generations would be interested; viz.: that humanity has a Ruler who can
present it spotless before the throne of God (Jude 24). Jesus propounded his law inthe presence of those
mogt interested inexposing it if false, and most able to explodeit had it not been true. Whether hiswords
were truth or blagphemy, was the controversy between Christ and the rulers from that day to the end of
his ministry--Matt. xxvi. 65.] 8 And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so
reasoned{°their reasonings,} Pwithin themselves, 24 AndJesus knowingtheir thoughts[Jesusread
ther thoughts by hisdivine ingght, and not because of any recognized habit or tendency on their part to
criticisshim, for thisisthe first recorded indication of hodtility onthe part of the Pharisees, thoughit ishinted
a, at Johniv. 1. Suchdiscernment of the thought wasto be a characteristic mark of the expected Messiah
(Isa xi. 2, 3), and Jesus had it (John ii. 25). It dsoisan atribute peculiar to God--1. Chron. xxviii. 9; Jer.
xvii. 10; Rom. viii. 27; Rev. ii. 23] “answered and said {"saith} untothem, ®Wher efor e think ye evil
inyour hearts? [Jesus could seeinvisble gn, and could forgive it or condemnit, as the conditions moved
him. The powers of discernment, forgiveness and condemnation make him the perfect Judge] °Why
reason ye these things in your hearts? 25 For which iseasier, °to say to the sick of the palsy,
‘Thy sins areforgiven thee; Por to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? [To understand this
sentence we should place the emphasis upon the word "say," because the question at issue was the power
or effect of his gpeech. Therabbis, after their first shock of surprise, thought that Jesus feared to attempt
the fraud of a so-caled miracle in the presence of learned men, lest he should be detected and exposed;
and hencelooked upon his present action as an attempt to bear himsdf safdy off before the public, and to
maintain his sanding by the use of high-sounding words. They fdt that he used words of unseen effect,
because he dared not use those of seen effect. Thiswas precisdy the view that Jesus knew they would
take, and that he wished them to take; for by showing his ability to work in the reelms of sight that which
is impossible; viz.: the hedling of the sick man, he could place before them proof suited to their own
reasoning that he had alike ability to work the impossible in the realms of the unseen; viz.: the forgiveness
of the man'sans. By thus demondrating his authority in the eternd and physica world, Jesus assures us
of hisdominionover theinternd and spiritud.] 10 But that ye may know that the Son of man [Danid's
name for the Messah--Dan. vii. 10-13] hath authority onearthtoforgive sns [The words "on earth"
aretaken by some to indicate the then existing contrast between Christ's present humiliaionor minisry on
earth, and his future glorification or enthronement in heaven; in which case they would mean that Jesus
could grant now that whichsome might think could only be exercised hereafter. Others take themto mean
the same asif Jesus had said, "Y ou think that forgiveness can only be granted by the Father inheaven, but
it canaso be granted by the Son upon earth. That which you have heretofore sought fromthe Father you
may now seek from me." The latter is probably the correct view. Asto thetest of power or authority, the
miracle of Jesus was very convincing; for in the popular opinionsnwas a cause of which disease was the
effect. We aretold, on the authority of later rabbis, that it was a maxim among the Jews that no diseased
person could be healed till his snswere blotted out. We aso recognize a correlation between sns and
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diseases, which the Saviour's use of this mirade judifies. A mere miracle, such as swallowing fire or
causing iron to float, would not prove ahility to forgive Sns. The proof conssted in the relation which
disease bears to n, and the consequent relation which hedling bears to forgiveness. The connection
between disease and sinisared and necessary one. The Jaws were right in seeing this connection, but
they erred in thinking that they were warranted in personally criminating every one whom they found
aflicted, and in judging that the weight of the affliction indicated the quantity of the sn. The Book of Job
should have corrected thiserror.  Such unrighteous judgments are condemned by Christ (Johnix. 3; Luke
xiii. 2-5). Pardydsis, however, to-day |ooked upon as ordinarily the punishment of some persond sin,
usudly that of intemperance or sensudity], ((thensaith he tothe sick of the palsy), {°(he said unto him
that was palsied),} | say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, {°bed,} and go up unto thy
house. [What command could be more pleasant thanthat whichbade this sick mango home forgiven and
heded? 25 Andimmediately he r ose up {3ar ose,} “before them, "and straightway took up the bed,
‘that whereon he lay ['A sweet saying! The bed had borne the man; now the man bore the
bed"--Bengel], Pand went forth before them all; 2and departed to his house. “glorifying God.
binsomuch that theywere all amazed, 8 But when themultitudessaw it, they wereafraid, <26 And
amazement took hold on all, and they glorified God [The "dl" of this passage hardly includes the
scribes and Pharisees, or, if it does, their admiration of Jesus was but a momentary enthusiasm, which
quickly passed away]; who had given such authority unto men. [Some take the word "men’” asthe
plura of category, and apply it to Christ. Othersthink that they regarded Jesus asamere man among other
men, and that they therefore looked uponhis power asagft givento men generdly, and not as something
peculiar to himsdf. [If this latter view is correct, it is likely that they took the words "Son of man” as
referring to men generally, and not as areferenceto the Messiah, such as Jesus meant it to be] ®saying,
We never saw it on thisfashion, ‘and they were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange
thingsto-day. [Literdly, seen paradoxes: things contrary to common thought and ordinary experience.
They had seen athreefold miracle: ains forgiven, thoughts read and palsy heded.]

Study Questions:

1. When did Jesus enter again into Capernaum? What did He do?

2. Where was Jesus teaching when He hedled the paralytic? Who was there?

3. Jesus gpake "the word" unto them (Mk. 2:2). What is sgnificant about the phrase, "the word?"

4. Tdl the story of the four mentaking the pardytic to Jesus. What did they haveto do to carry him and

lower him down before Jesus?

Explain the phrase, "Jesus seeing their faith." How do others see our faith?

How did Jesus address the man? Why isthis sgnificant?

7. After Jesus told the pardytic that his 9ns were forgiven, what did the scribes and Pharisees reason
within themsdves?

8.  Why did the Pharisees accuse Jesus of blasphemy?

9.  Why should they have redized that Jesus was not blagpheming?

10. How did hedling the pardytic prove that Jesusis divine (i.e., God)?

11. Which was eader for Jesusto say, Thy sins are forgiven thee; or, Arise, and take up thy bed, and
wak? What is Jesus teaching in this question?

12. What is sgnificant about Jesus referring to Himself as the Son of Man?

o U
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13. Why wasit good for them to know that the Son of Man had power on earth to forgive sins?

14. What did Jesus command the man to do after being hedled of pasy? Why might He have issued this
command? What did the man do?

15. What was the multitudes reaction to seeing the miracle and Jesus teaching? Why?
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XXXVI.

THE CALL OF MATTHEW.
(At or near Capernaum.)
IMATT. IX. 9; PMARK 11. 13, 14; LUKE V. 27, 28.

Bible Text:

27 And after these things he went forth, 2again by the seaside; and all the multitude resorted
unto him, and he taught them. 14 And as he®Jesus passed by from thence, he saw “and beheld
4a man, %a publican, named{‘called} Matthew, L evi, "the son of Alphaeus, sitting at the place of
toll, and he saith {°said} unto him, Followme. 28 And hefor sook all, And hearose{‘ ose up} and
followed him.

Bible Text with Commentary:

27 And after these things [after the hedling of the pardytic] he went forth, 2again by the seaside
[i. e., heleft Capernaum, and sought the shore of the sea, which formed a convenient auditorium for him,
and which was hence a favorite scene for histeaching]; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and
he taught them. 14 And as he 2Jesus passed by from thence, he saw “and beheld 2a man, ‘a
publican, named {°called} M atthew, °L evi, °the son of Alphaeus [It will be observed that Maithew,
in his account of his cdl, does not make himsdf prominent. All the evangdigts keep themsdves in the
background. Because Mark and Luke give us the name "Levi," it has been thought by some that they
describe the cdll of a different person from the one mentioned by Matthew--an opinion which seemsto
have started withOrigen. But the difference in nameis not an important divergence, for many in that day
had two names; as, for example, Lebbaaus, who was called Thaddeaus, Silas, who was cdled Sylvanus,
John, who was caled Mark, etc. Moreover, it wasthencommonto change the name; asis shown by the
cases of Simon, who became Peter; Joseph, who became Barnabas; Saul, who became Paul, etc.
Therefore, aswe have previoudy suggested (p. 111), that Nathanagl was aso known as Bartholomew,
S0 here we are sttisfied that Levi is caled Matthew; for the narrativeswhichdescribe the calls are amost
verbatim, and they agree chronologicaly, being placed by dl three Evangdists between the heding of the
pardytic and the feast where Jesus ate with publicans. Mark involvesusin another difficulty by caling Levi
the son of Alpheaus; for aman named Alphaaus was the father of Jamesthe younger (Matt. x. 3). Itisnot
likely, however, that Matthew and James were brothers, for Alphaaus was a very common Jewish name,
and brothersare usudly mentioned inpairs in the gpostalic lists, and thesetwo are not so mentioned. Pool
takes the extreme view here, contending that James, Matthew, Thaddaaus, and Simon Ze otes were four
brethren], sitting at the place of toll [Wherever it isat dl practicable, Orientas st at their work. The
place of toil was usudly abooth or agmdl hut. Whether Matthew's booth was by thelake, to collect duties
on goods and people ferried across, or whether it was by the roadside onthe grest highway leading from
Damascus to Acco, to collect taxes ondl produce brought into Capernaum, is not materid. Therevenues
whichRome derived from conquered nations consisted of tolls, tithes, harbor duties, taxesfor use of public
pasture lands, and dutiesfor the use of minesand sdt works], and he saith {°said} unto him, Followme.
28 And he forsook all, And he arose {°rose up} and followed him. [Such obedience was not, of
course, performed inignorance; it indicatesthat M atthew wasal ready a disciple, aswere the four fisherman
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when they also received a like cal. Matthew was now called to become a persond attendant of Jesus,
preparatory to being chosen an apostle. Nor are we to conclude from the abruptness of his movements
that he went off without settling accounts with the head of his office. Though it may be more dramétic to
thus picture him as departing at once, yet the settlement of accounts was indispensable to his good name
in the future, and in no way diminishes the redity and beauty of his sacrifice--a beauty which Matthew
himsdf forbears to mention, as became him (Prov. xxvii. 2). But Matthew certainly neither delayed nor
sought counsd (Gdl. i. 15, 16). By thus cdling apublican, Jesus reproved the rdigious narrowness of his
times]

Study Questions:

1. Wheredid Jesus go after healing the paralytic? What did the multitude do? What did Jesus do?
2. Where was Matthew when Jesus saw him?

3. What did Jesus say to Matthew? What did Matthew do?
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