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Introduction

Thislessonworkbook isbased onan eectronic editionof The Fourfold Gospel by Ernie Stefanik. | have
corrected some errors that existed in the eectronic edition mogly condsting of punctuation and spelling
errors aswel as minor omissons.

Each lesson is divided into three sections. In this Bible Class edition, | have taken the commentary and
extracted the Biblicd text and placed it in a separate section labeled "Bible Text Only" dlowing easer
reading of the Bibletext. Below the Bible text, thereis a section labeled "Bible Text and Commentary”
whichcontains the origind work set forthin The Fourfold Gospel. Lagtly, there are some study questions
gppropriate for individua study or class discussion.
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INTRODUCTION

We fed in placing this work before the public we should accompany it with some words of
explanation. It is unique, presenting a combination of features never before collected in one work.
Harmonies and Fourfold Gospels are plentiful, and we have examined alarge number of them, beginning
withthe pioneer work of Tatian. We have sought to utilize al the good features employed by others, and
to introduce severd new and hdpful inventions of our own.

PRESERVING THE TEXT.

Bdieving fully and firmly that the Scriptures are the word of God, we have sought to preserve al that
is contained in them, and have, in combining them, regarded it as wrong to take libertieswith them. To
carry out this reverentid idea we have introduced the variant readings of each Gospd, enclosing themin
braces, so that they will not confusethe reader. By doing this we have, according to our count, except in
the cases of a few redundant pronouns, only omitted five words of the text, which, if we remember
correctly, are three "ands," and "but" and one "with." To accomplish this dmost absolute conservation of
the word of the text without involving the reader in hopel ess confusion, has been no easy task, especidly
in cases where dl four Gospels are combined in asingle section.

TO DISTINGUISH THE GOSPELS.

Then, to enable the reader to discriminate as he reads, we have indicated the particular Gospel from
which our word or words are taken, by the several superior letters, namely: a, b, ¢, and d, which stand
respectively for the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. We have followed the punctuationof
each Gospel aswe have useditswords, d sogivingthe punctuationmark whichfollowedthelastword taken.

COMBINATION ILLUSTRATED.

To illugtrate our method of combination, let us take Section 36, which is a fitting together of the
following passages, namdly:

9 And as Jesus passed by from thence, he saw a man, called Matthew, sitting at the place
of toll: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.--Matt. ix. 9.

13 And hewent forth again by the seaside; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he
taught them. 14 And as he passed by, he sawL evi the son of Alphaaus sitting at the place of toll,
and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.--Mark ii. 13, 14.

27 And after thesethings he went forth, and beheld a publican named L evi, dtting at the
place of toll, and said unto him, Follow me. 28 And he forsook all, and rose up and followed
him.--Lukev. 27, 28.

Which three passages are combined as follows:

©27 And after these things he went forth, again by the sea side; and all the multitude
resorted unto him, and he taught them. 14 And ashe®Jesus passed by from thence, he saw ‘and



beheld 2a man, “a publican, named {3called} Matthew, L evi, "the son of Alphaaus sitting at the
place of toll, and he saith {said} unto him, Followme. 28 And heforsook all, and he ar ose{‘r ose
up} and followed him.

Now, in this passage we have retained the redundant pronoun "he" in the phrase he Jesus. Where
Luke has the phrase named M atthew, Matthew has the variant reading called M atthew. WhereMark
says saith, Luke givesthe variant said, and where Mark says arose, Luke says rose up. By variant
reading we mean one which can not be combined with the other texts so that the combined text will read
smooathly.

LESSER AND FULLER FORMS.

Moreover, we have endeavored to use the fullest form, including the words of those Gospels which
have the lesser forms of sentences, except where the sentence ends in a period, in which case have given
the least form, so that the larger form of the other Gospel's might be made apparent; as, for indance, this
sentence, taken from Matt. xii. 47; Mark iii. 32; Luke viii. 20: 20 And it wastold him, #Behold, thy
mother and thy brethren Pseek for thee. “stand without desiring to seethee. 2seeking to speak
to thee. Here Mark hasthe short form, Luke alonger form, and Matthew atrifle the longest form; dl of
whichisindicated by the order inwhicheach part is placed, and the several periods which close the thought
of each evangdig.

But in compiling the work we have bound oursalvesby no inflexible rule; for to do so would, in many
instances, make the reading very complex, whereas our firg study has beento make the work smple, and
to avoid confusing the mind of the reader

SECTIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS.

We have divided the work into sections for anaytical purposes, and in order to aid in the work of
indexing and giving cross references. We have arranged the sections in what we believe to be the best
chronologica order, but have not attempted to justify our chronology, because space would not permit.
We have dso given the time and place of each section, where these things could be ascertained with any
degree of accuracy. Inthis matter, however, weare lidble to disappoint many of our readers, because we
have been conservative. The dates and places given in similar works are too often more arbitrary
assumptions: there being so little ground of reason back of them that they do not even judtify oneincdling
them speculative. Unless we have had some reason for fixing a date or assgning a locdity, we have
refrained from doing ether, though we have found them fredy and postively asserted in such places in
amilar works.

FOUR POINTS OF ECONOMY.

By the use of pronounced black Ietter type we enable to reader to followthe Scripture text, omitting
the commentsif he chooses. But by thus combining the four Gospels and interjecting the comment into the
text, we have produced the most labor-saving, time-saving, condensed commentary ever placed before
the people. Those familiar with commentaries can best redize what this means. Incidents told in one
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Gospel arerepeatedinother Gospd s, and whena commentator has givenhis annotations on Matthew, and
comesto the same factsrecorded inMark, or Luke, or John, he wastes his space by printing the duplicate
text, and he wastes his reader's time by referring him to his comments in the volume on Matthew by
combining the Gospels for commentary purposes we have saved this space and time.

Agan, in mog commentaries afifth or Sxth of the gpace istaken up in drawing distinctions between
the texts of the four Gospel's, whileinthiswork these distinctions are placed before the reader's eye, where
he can see them for himsdf at a glance. Moreover, in other commentaries, which give the text, another
gxth or seventh of the work is taken up inreprinting in the notes that portion of the text concerning which
the commentator wishes to speak. Our interjected method avoids al this needless repetition, and makes
it possible for us to present the comment with the least preliminary verbiage or introductory setting. Time
is also saved because the reader does not have to look back and forth from the text at the top of the
comment at the bottom of the page. Again, other commentarieslosealarge amount of space by usngthe
King James text. Those which preceded the revison waste space correcting the trandation and
modernizing its English: those published since the revison suffer a smilar waste by drawing endless
comparisons betweenthetwo texts. By choosing the American revison asthebasisfor our work, we have
atext whichneeds but litle explanationor gpology, and we are thereby enabled to employ the reader'stime
and strength to his best advantage.

CARE IN PREPARING THISWORK.

Inpreparing thiswork there hasbeen no sparing of time, [abor, or expense. While we have carefully
avoided dl conceits, quibblings, and usdessrefinements, and have studied to present only that which was
useful, helpful, and practical, we have endeavored to put into the work the results of careful investigation
and dudious research. Besdestheologicd treatisesand works of reference, afull line of commentarieshas
beenused. Insomefew cases, where the sections have been smple, from thirty to fifty commentaries have
been consulted; but in the vast mgority of sections between eighty and one hundred commentaries have
been searched and sfted. To these paingtaking labors of the junior editor, there has been added theresults
of the wider researches of the senior editor, effected during a haf century of continuous Bible sudy and
teaching. We have not amed to produce a commentary for the textua critic, the theologian, or the
professor; but a plain and smple work for al reader's of God's word.

AN OBJECT IN VIEW.

Moreover, havinginview the preparationof anew series of Sunday-school |essons, we have prepared
thiswork as abass of such series. Asthe present Internationa Series handles mere scraps of the Bible,
itispracticable to print the text in quarterlies;, but with a series which dedls with the whole Bible, larger
portions mugt be assigned for the lessons, and such printing of the text in the quarterlies becomes
impossble. In such aseriesthe pupil must bereferred to the Bible itsdlf, and in order that he may have a
Bible withcomments, we have prepared the present work, intending to follow it with smilar volumesuntil
the entire Bible is given to the public in this annotated form, if God permit.



ABOUT THE ELECTRONIC EDITION (Ernie Stefanik)
OF THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL.

The electronic edition has been transcribed from a copy of the The Fourfold Gospel by J. W.
McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton (Cincinnati, OH: Standard Publishing Company, 1914).

| have attempted to transmit the printed text as accurately and faithfully as possible. There has been
no concernfor normdizing the speling, capitaization, and abbreviations. | have let stand, for instance, the
authors use of variants such as "offensg" and "offence”’; i. e. and "thatis"; "viz." and "namdy"; "comp." and
"compare"; "synoptists’ and " Synoptists.” Pagination has been represented by enclosing the page number
within brackets following the last complete word on the page of the printed text.

| have offered corrections in some 173 places. These emendations are for (1) Scripture reference
erors (€. g., Num. xxxii. for Num. xxx. 2; Johniii. 9, 10 for I11. John 9, 10); (2) missing eement of paired
punctuation (parentheses, brackets, and quotation marks); spelling when the word affects meaning (e. .
"beside" and "besides"); non-standard English("an rule" rather than "arul€") typesetting or printing errors
(eg., "drachm" for "drachmd'; "on thees ey" for "on the eyes'). These emendations are detailed in the
critical apparatus.

Thisdectronic editionof Philip Y. Pendleton'sand J. W. McGarvey's The Fourfold Gospel isinthe
public domain and may be didributed freely and used for persona, non-commercia, or commercia
purposes. Although no permissionisrequiredfor useof thiswork, the editor doesappreciate hearing about
how it isbeing used to promote Bible study and to honor our Soon-Coming King. The commentary was
firg published online with Dr. Hans Rollmann's Restoration Movement Texts at Memorid University of
Newfoundland.

Addenda and corrigenda are earnestly solicited.

Ernie Stefanik

373 Wilson Street

Derry, PA 15627-9770
(724) 694-8602
sefanik@westol.com
Created 10 October 1997.
Updated 31 October 1998.



Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry |. Luke's Preface

The Fourfold Gospel

PART FIRST.
THE PERIOD OF CHRIST'SLIFE PRIOR TO HISMINISTRY.

LUKE'S PREFACE AND DEDICATION.
‘Lukel. 1-4.*

Bible Text:

1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to drawup a narrative concer ning those matters
which have been fulfilled among us, 2 even as they ddivered them unto us, who from the
beginning wer e eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, 3 it seemed good to me also, having
tracedthe cour seof all things accurately fromthefir<t,towrite untotheein order, most excellent
Theophilus, 4 that thou mightest know the certainty concerning the things wherein thou wast
instructed.

Bible Text with Commentary:

¢1 Forasmuch as many [of whomwe know nothing and have evenno tradition] have takenin hand
to draw up a narrative concerning those matters which have been fulfilled [completed, or
accomplished according to the divine will] among us, 2 even asthey delivered them unto us, who
from the beginning wer e eyewitnesses [the apostles were necessarily such and there were some few
others-Acts i. 21-23] and minigters of the word [the apostles were minigers, and not ecclesiagtica
dignitaries], 3it seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all things accurately from
thefirst [and beng therefore thoroughly fitted to write the gospel], to write unto theein order [nat in
chronologicd, but in topica order], most excellent Theophilus [Lukeaso dedicated the Book of Acts
to this man. Nothing is known of Theophilus, but he is supposed to have been a Greek of high officid
rank]; 4 that thou mightest know the certainty [might have afixed written record, and not trust to a
floating, variable tradition or a treacherous memory] concerning the things [the gospd facts] wherein
thou wast instructed.

*NOTE.--The four Gospels are respectively represented in this volume by the superior letters a b, ¢, and d; and
variationsin the readings of the four Gospels are inserted in braces, thus: { }.

Study Questions:

1. Who were Luke and Theophilus?

2. What was Luke's abjective in writing an account of the gospd ?
3. Compare Luke's gospd to the other three gospels.

Allan McNabb
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry Il. John's Introduction

JOHN'S INTRODUCTION.
dJoHN 1. 1-18.

Bible Text:

91 I nthe beginning wasthe Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The
samewasin the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him; and without him was
not anything made that hath been made. 4 1n him waslife; and the life wasthelight of men. 5
And the light shinethin the dar kness; andthe dar kness apprehendedit not. 6 Therecameaman,
sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for witness, that he might bear witness
of thelight, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came that he might
bear witness of the light. 9 Therewasthetruelight, even the light which lighteth every man,
coming into the world. 10 Hewasin the world, and the world was made through him, and the
world knewhimnot. 11 Hecame unto hisown, and they that were hisown received him not. 12
But as many asreceived him, to them gave hethe right to become childrenof God, even tothem
that believe on hisname: 13 who wereborn, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. 14 And theWord becameflesh, and dwelt among us, (and we behdd his
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth. 15 John bear eth
witnessof him, and crieth, saying, Thiswas he of whom| said, He that comethafter meis become
before me: for hewas beforeme. 16 For of hisfulnesswe all received, and gracefor grace. 17
For thelawwas given through M oses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No man
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.

Bible Text with Commentary:

91 Inthe beginningwasthe Word [atitle for Jesus peculiar to the gpostle John], and the Word was
with God [not going before nor coming after God, but with Him at the beginning], and the Word was
God. [Not more, not less] 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made
through him [the New Testament often speaks of Christ as the Creator--see ver. 10; 1. Cor. viii. 6; Col.
i. 13, 17; Heb. i. 2]; and without himwas not anything made that hath been made. [This shows that
Jesus himself isnot acregture] 4 In him waslife [Asin the Father (chap. v. 26). Asthis life animates
the living, 0 canit reanimate the dead--John xi. 25]; and the life was the light of men. [Thelife of Jesus
is the light of men, because from that life we get our intelect and understanding, and because that life
formed and governs the creationaround us by whichwe become enlightened asto the existence and power
of God--Rom. i. 18-21; Acts xiv. 16, 17.] 5 And the light shineth in the darkness [an ignorant,
benighted world]; and the darkness apprehended it not. [Did not recaive or admit it. Jesus, the Light
of theworld, was despised and rejected by men.] 6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name
was John. 7 The same came for witness, that he might bear witness of the light [that he might tell
men that Jesus was the Messiah], that all [who heard histestimony] might believe [in Jesus] through
him. 8 Hewas not the light ["He was the lamp that burnethand shineth” (chap. v. 35); but not the Sun
of righteousness—-Madl. iv. 2], but camethat he might bear witnessof the light. 9 Therewasthetrue

Allan McNabb
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry Il. John's Introduction

light [asopposedtothe imperfect, incomplete, and trangitory lighty], even thelight whichlightethevery
man [al men are enlightened in some degree and enlightened of Christ: some by nature, some by
conscience, and some by Bible revelaion], coming into theworld. 10 Hewasin theworld. [invisbly
present, renewing and sugtaining his creetion], and the world was made through him, and the world
knew him not. [Though it might and should have known him--Rom. i. 18-21; Actsxiv. 16,17.] 11 He
came [vighbly in the flesh] unto hisown [his own land or possessions-Hos. ix. 3; Jer. ii. 7; Zech. ii. 12],
and they that were his own [the childrenof I sragl--Ex. xix. 5; Deut. vii. 6; xiv. 2] received him not. 12
But as many as r eceived him[whether Jew or Gertilg], tothemgave he the right to become children
of God [comp. Rom. iii. 14-17; G4l. iii. 26; iv. 6, 7; |. Johniii. 1, 2], even to them that believe on his
name: 13whowereborn, not of blood [descent from Abraham, David or any other godly persondoes
not make aman achild of God--Lukeiii. 8; Matt. iii. 9; ch. viii. 39, 40; G4l. iii. 6, 7, 29], nor of the will
of the flesh [the efforts and exertions of our own human hearts and natures may reform, but can not
regenerate, the life--ch. iii. 6], nor of the will of man [we are not begottenof God by the acts and deeds
of our fellow-men, however much they may aid usin leading right lives], but of God. [Ch.iii. 5; 1. John
iv. 7; v. 1.] 14 And the Word became flesh [by being bornin Bethlehemof the Virgin Mary], and dwelt
among us, (and we behdd hisglory [in hismiracles, and especidly in his transfiguration--ch. ii. 11; 11.
Pet. 1. 16-18], glory as of the only begotten from the Father) [such glory as was suitable to the Son
of God], full of graceand truth. [The glory of Christ wasnot in pomp and worldly grandeur, but in the
holiness, grace, and truth of hisdally life] 15 John [the Baptist] bear eth witness of him [the words of
John the Bapti<t ill witnessto unbdieving Jews and Gentiles], and crieth, saying, Thiswas he of whom
| said [John had preached about Jesus before Jesus appeared; he now points to Jesus as the one about
whom he had preached], He that cometh after me [He for whom | as aforerunner have prepared the
way--Métt. iii. 3] is become before me [isworthy of more honor and reverence than am 1]: for he was
before me. [Though born into the world sx months later than John, Jesus, asthe Word, had existed from
eternity. (Inverse 16 the wordsare the apostle John's, and not John the Baptist's.)] 16 For of hisfulness
[Jesus was full of grace and truth--and all the attributes of God--Eph. i. 23; iii. 19; iv. 13; Cal. i. 19; ii. 9]
we all received [by union with him al his perfection and righteousness became ours-Phil. i. 10, 11; iii.
8,9; 1. Cor.i. 30], and grace for grace. [This may mean that we receive a grace kindred to or likeeach
severd gracethat isin Christ (Rom. viii. 29; xii. 2; Eph. iv. 11-13). But it more probably means fullness
of grace, or freshgrace daily added to the grace already bestowed.] 17 For the law[the Old Dispensation
withitscondemnation (Rom. iii. 20; Gal. ii. 21) and its types and shadows--Col. ii. 16, 17; Heb. viii. 4, 5;
X. 1] was given through Moses [by agds at Mt. Sinai--Heb. ii. 2]; grace and truth [the New
Digpensation with its judtification (Rom. iii. 21-26) and itsrealities-Heb. ix. 1-15] came through Jesus
Chrigt. [Heb.i.1, 2;ii. 3.] 18 No man hath seen God at any time [I. Johniv. 12, 20; ch. i. 18; . Tim.
vi. 16]; the only begotten Son [the word "only begotten” indicatesthat none other bearswithChrist alike
relaionship to God], who is in the bosom of the Father) [who bears the closest and tenderest
relaionship and fellowship as to the Father], he hath declared him. [Ch. iii. 2; ch. xv. 9; Cdl. i.
15]

Study Questions.

1. Explain John's reference to Jesus as the "Word" and "Light.”
2. Why isJesusdivine (i.e, God)?

3.  What was John the Baptist's role in the kingdom?

Allan McNabb
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry Il. John's Introduction

Who did not receive Jesus?

What is given to those who received Jesus? Explain their birth.

Wheat did Jesus have to do to become flesh? How was He full of grace and truth?
How did Jesus declare God?

N o oas

Allan McNabb
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry lll. Matthew's Genealogy

GENEALOGY OF JESUS ACCORDING TO MATTHEW.
MATT. 1. 1-17.

Bible Text:

21 Thebook of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2
Abraham begat Isaac; and | saac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judah and hisbrethren; 3 and
Judah begat Perez and Zerah of Tamar; and Per ezbegat Hezron; and Hezron begat Ram; 4and
Ram begat Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nahshon; and Nahshon begat Salmon; 5 and
Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab; and Boazbegat Obedof Ruth; and Obedbegat Jesse; 6 and Jesse
begat David theking. And David begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Uriah; 7 and
Solomon begat Rehoboam; and Rehoboam begat Abijah; and Abijahbegat Asa; 8 and Asa begat
Jehoshaphat; and Jehoshaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Uzziah; 9 and Uzziah begat
Jotham; and Jotham begat Ahaz, and Ahaz begat Hezekiah; 10 and Hezekiah begat M anasseh;
and M anasseh begat Amon; and Amon begat Josiah; 11 and Josiah begat Jechoniah and his
brethren, at thetime of the carrying away to Babylon. 12 And after thecarrying away to Babylon
Jechoniah begat Shealtiel; and Shealtiel begat Zerubbabd; 13 and Zerubbabd begat Abiud; and
Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakimbegat Azor; 14and Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim;
and Achim begat Eliud; 15 and Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat M atthan; and Matthan
begat Jacob; 16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who
iscalledChrigt. 17 Soall thegenerations, from Abraham to David, ar efourteen gener ations, and
from David untothe carrying away to Babylon fourteengener ations; and fromthe carrying away
to Babylon unto the Christ fourteen generations.

Bible Text with Commentary:

21 The book of the generation [or genedlogy] of Jesus Chrigt, the son of David [the Messiah
was promised to David--11. Sam. vii. 16; John vii. 42], the son of Abraham. [Messahwasaso promised
to Abraham--Gen. xxii. 18; Gd. iii. 16.] 2 Abraham begat | saac; and | saac begat Jacob; and Jacob
begat Judah and his brethren [mentioned here because they were the heads of the tribes for whom
especidly Matthew wrote his Gospd]; 3 and Judah begat Per ezand Zer ah [thesetwo were twing| of
Tamar [she wasthe incestuous daughter-in-law of Judah] ; and Per ezbegat Hezr on; and Hezr on begat
Ram; 4 and Ram begat Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nahshon; and Nahshon begat
Salmon; 5 and Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab [she had been a heathen and a harlot of Jericho]; and
Boazbegat Obed of Ruth[shewasaheathenMoabitess|; and Obedbegat Jesse; 6 and Jesse begat
David theking. [Thesefourteen werepatriarchs. The second fourteen weredl kings.] And David [we
may count David twice, first asa patriarch, second as one of the kings; and thus make up the full number
of the second fourteen] begat Solomon of her that had been the wife [the adulteress Bathsheba] of
Uriah; 7 and Solomon [awise but anful king] begat Rehoboam [afoolish king, fromwhose kingdom
of twelve tribes God cut off ten tribes]; and Rehoboam begat Abijah [a anful king, like his father
Rehoboam]; and Abijah begat Asa [a godly king who reformed his kingdom of Judah]; 8 and Asa
begat Jehoshaphat [agood king, much like his father Asa; but he displeased God somewhat by being

Allan McNabb
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry lll. Matthew's Genealogy

too friendly with Ahab, the wicked king of Isragl]; and Jehoshaphat begat Joram [Joram married
Athdiah, the wicked daughter of Ahab, and followed Ahabindl hisungodly practices]; and Joram [Joram
begat Ahaziah, and Ahaziah begat Joash, and Joash begat Amaziah; and Amaziah begat Uzziah. The
names of Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah were probably omitted for the sake of symmetry, but may have
been dropped because they were wicked descendants of Ahab unto the fourth generation--Ex. xx. 4, 5]
begat Uzziah [he was a good king, but smitten with leprosy for presumptuoudy entering the temple]; 9
and Uzziah begat Jotham [agood king like Uzziah, hisfather]; and Jotham begat Ahaz[one of Judah's
worst kings]; and Ahaz begat Hezekiah [aroyd, godly king, like David]; 10 and Hezekiah begat
M anasseh [an evil king, like Ahaz, but, being punished of God, he repented]; and M anasseh begat
Amon [anevil king like hisfather Manasseh; who waxed worse and worsetill his people conspired against
himand dew him]; and Amon begat Josiah [agood king, much like Hezekiah]; 11 and Josiah begat
[Jehoiakim, and Jehoiakim begat] Jechoniah and hisbrethren[So far as is known, Jechoniah had no
literal brothers. We may, therefore, take the word "brethren” as meaning hisroyal kindred; viz.: his father
Jehoiakim, and his uncles, Jehoahaz and Zedekiah, the three sons of Josiah], at the time [probably about
B.C. 599] of the carrying away [into captivity] to Babylon. 12 And after the carrying away to
Babylon Jechoniah [If we do not count David twice, asabove indicated (as a patriarch and a king), we
must count Jechoniah twice (as a king who became a citizen). But if we count Jehoiakim as properly
included inthe phrase "his brethren" at verse 11, we need count no one twice] begat Shealtiel [Lukecdls
Shedltie the son of Neri Jechoniahmay have been the naturd, and Neri the legdl, father of Shedltiel--Devt.
xxv. 5-10; Matt. xxii. 24. Or Luke's Shedltid and Zerubbabe may have beendifferent persons from the
Shedltid and Zerubbabel of Matthew]; and Shealtiel begat Zer ubbabel [thegovernor of Jerusdem, who
rebuilt the temple, astold by Ezra, Haggal, and Zechariah]; 13 and Zer ubbabe begat Abiud; and Abiud
begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 14 and Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and
Achimbegat Eliud; 15and Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat M atthan; and M atthan begat
Jacob; 16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom wasbor n Jesus [the name Jesus
means Saviour], whois called Christ. [Theword "Chrig" isatitle. It meanstheanointed One. Prophets,
priests, and kings were anointed; Jesus was dl three] 17 So all the generations, from Abraham to
David, are fourteen generations, and from David unto the carrying away to Babylon fourteen
gener ations; and fromthe carrying away to Babylon unto the Christ fourteen generations. [The
Jews, to whom Matthew wrote his Gospd, were extremely fond of such groupings and divisons as this]

Study Questions:.

1. What is the significance of the genealogy of Christ recorded in Matthew's gospel from a Jewish
perspective?

2. What isthe sgnificance of the genedogy being in three groups of fourteen?

3. Lig and explain the significance of some of the more notable people in the genedlogy.
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry IV. Luke's Genealogy

V.

GENEALOGY ACCORDING TO LUKE.
LuKE 1. 23-38.

Bible Text:

23 And Jesus himsdlf, whenhe begantoteach, was about thirty years of age, being the son
(aswas supposed) of Joseph, theson of Heli, 24 theson of Matthat, the son of L evi, theson of
Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 theson of M attathias, the son of Amos, the son
of Nahum, the son of Edli, the son of Naggai, 26 theson of Maath, the son of M attathias, the son
of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 theson of Joanan, theson of Rhesa, the son
of Zerubbabd, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of M elchi, the son of Addi, the son
of Cosan, the son of EImadam, the son of Er, 29 theson of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the son of
Jorim, theson of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 theson of Symeon, theson of Judas, the son of
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 theson of Melea, the son of Menna, theson
of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 theson of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son
of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, theson of Arni, the
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, theson of Judah, 34 theson of Jacob, the son of | saac, the son
of Abraham, theson of Terah, theson of Nahor, 35 theson of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 theson of Cainan, theson of Arphaxad, the son of
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 theson of M ethuselah, the son of Enoch, the son
of Jared, theson of Mahalaledl, theson of Cainan, 38 theson of Enos,the son of Seth, the son
of Adam, theson of God.

Bible Text with Commentary:

23 And Jesus himself [Luke has been speaking about John the Baptist, he now turns to spesk of
Jesus himsdf], when he began to teach, was about thirty years of age [the age whena Levite entered
uponGod's service--Num. iv. 46, 47], being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son [this may
mean that Jesus was grandson of Hdli, or that Joseph was counted as a son of Heli because he was his
son-in-law] of Heli, 24 the son of M atthat, the son of L evi, theson of Melchi, the son of Jannai,
the son of Joseph, 25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Edli,
the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of
Josech, the son of Joda, 27 theson of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabd, theson
of Shealtidl, the son of Neri [Matthew cdls Shedltid the son of Jechoniah. Jechoniah may have been
the naturd, and Neri the legd, father of Shedltid--Deut. xxv. 5-10; Matt. xxii. 24], 28 the son of M elchi,
the son of Addi, the son of Cosan, the son of EImadam, the son of Er, 29 theson of Jesus, the son
of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, theson of Matthat, theson of Levi, 30 theson of Symeon, the son
of Judas, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, theson of Eliakim, 31 theson of M elea, the son
of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 theson of Jesse, the son
of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon [he was probably one of the two spieswho were sent to
Jericho by Joshua--Joshii. 1-24], the son of Nahshon [he was prince of the tribe of Judah during the
wanderings inthe wilderness-Num. i. 4-7; x. 14], 33the son of Amminadab, the son of Arni, the son
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of Hezron, the son of Perez, theson of Judah, 34 theson of Jacob, theson of |saac, the son of
Abraham, theson of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, theson of Reu, the son of
Peleg, the son of Eber [it is thought that the name "Hebrew" comes from this man--Gen. x. 21; xI. 15;
Ex. ii. 6], the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son
of Noah [the hero of theflood], the son of Lamech, 37 theson of M ethuselah [who lived to be the
oldest man on record, dying when 969 yearsold], the son of Enoch [whom God trandated], the son of
Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 theson of Enos, the son of Seth [the third son
of Adam]|, the son of Adam, the son of God [Adam was the son of God, being not merely a creature,
but a creature made in God's image and likeness—-Gen. i. 26, 27.]

Study Questions:

1. What are the mgor differences between the genedlogy of Christ recorded by Matthew and the
genedogy of Christ recorded by Luke?

2.  What isthe sgnificance of the genedlogy in L uke's gospel fromboth a Jewishand Gentile perspective?

3. Ligt and explain the significance of some of the more notable people in the genedogy.
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry V. Annunciation, John's Birth

V.
ANNUNCIATION TO ZACHARIAS OF THE BIRTH
OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

(At Jerusalem. Probably B. C. 6.)
‘LUKEI. 5-25.

Bible Text:

% Therewasin the days of Herod, the king of Judaes, a certain priest named Zacharias, of
the cour se of Abijah: and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.
6 And they were bothrighteous before God, walking in all the commandments and or dinances of
theLord blameless. 7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both
were now well strickenin years. 8 And it came to pass, that while he executedthe priest's office
before God in the order of his course, 9accordingtothecustom of the priest's office, hislot was
to enter into thetemple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people
were praying without at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the
Lord standing on theright side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zacharias was troubled when he
saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angd said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: because
thy supplicationis heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear theeason, and thou shalt call his name
John. 14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall regoiceat hisbirth. 15 For he
shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink; and he shall
befilledwiththe Holy Spirit, evenfromhismother'swomb. 16 And many of the children of | srael
shall heturn untotheLord their God. 17 And he shall go before hisface inthe spirit and power
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to walk in the
wisdomof thejust; to make ready for the Lord a people preparedfor him. 18 And Zachariassaid
unto the angel, Whereby shall | know this? for | am an old man, and my wife well stricken in
years. 19 And theangel answering said unto him, | am Gabrid, that stand in the presence of
God; and | was sent to speak untothee,and to bring thee these good tidings. 20 And behold, thou
shalt be silent and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall come to pass, because
thou believedst not my wor ds, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 21 And the peoplewere
waiting for Zacharias, and they marveled while he tarriedinthetemple. 22 And when he came
out, he could not speak unto them: and they per ceivedthat he had seen avision in the temple:
and he continuedmaking signs untothem, and remaineddumb. 23 And it cameto pass, when the
days of his ministration were fulfilled, he departed unto his house. 24 And after these days
Elisabeth his wifeconceived; and she hid her self five months, saying, 25 Thus haththe Lord done
unto mein the dayswherein helooked upon me, to take away my reproach among men.

Bible Text with Commentary:

%S Therewasin thedaysof Herod, the king of Judaea [a Jewish prosdyte, an ldumasan or
Edomite by birth, founder of the Herodian family, king of Judaeafrom B.C. 40 to A.D. 4, made such by
the Roman Senate on the recommendation of Mark Antony and Octavius Caesar], a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course [David divided the priests into twenty-four bodies or courses, each course
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serving in rotation one week in the temple (I Chron. xxiv. 3-19). Of these coursesthat of Abijahwas the
eighth] of Abijah: and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron [The Baptist was of the priestly race
by both parents, a family distinction much esteemed among the Jews. He who was thus doubly a priest
proclaimed Himwho changed the priesthood], and her name was Elisabeth. [She was named after her
ancestress Elisheba, the wife of Aaron.] 6 And they were both righteous before God [that is, truly
righteous, or righteous in God's judgment, and not in mere appearance--Gen. vii. 1], walking in all the
commandments and ordinances [Strictly construed, commandments would refer to mora, and
ordinancesto ceremonid laws. Thetwo wordsinclude dl the positive and negeative precepts] of the Lord
blameless. 7 And they had no child [this fact was a reproach and shame to her, barrenness being
considered evena punishment for sin by many], because that Elisabeth was bar ren[the births of I saac,
Samson, Samuel and the Baptist were dl contrary to nature, and were fant foreshadowings of the greater
miracle which took placein the birth of our Lord], and they both werenow well strickenin years. 8
And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his
cour se[that is, whenit came the turn of his course to minigter inthetemple], 9 accordingtothecustom
[there were many duties in the temple service, and the priests in each course daily drew lots for these
dutieg] of the priest's office, hislot wasto enter into the temple [not that group of buildings, courts,
and enclosures which was dl called the temple; but the real sanctuary itsdlf, the amdl but holy building
which took the place of the tabernacle of the wilderness] of the Lord and burn incense. [Made of a
mixture of sweet spices. The temple incense was made of Sacte, onycha, gabanum, and pure
frankincense, inequal parts, beatenvery small--Ex. xxx. 7, 8, 34-38.] 10 And the whole multitude [the
presence of the multitude indicates thet it was a sabbath or a feast day] of the people were praying
[Incenseisasymbol of prayer (Ps. cxli. 1, 2; Rev. viii. 3). Each of themultitude prayed in silence] without
[outside the sanctuary, in the temple courts, particularly the court of the women] at the hour of incense.
[Incense was offered evening and morning (Ex. xxx. 1-8). Probably a 9 A.m. and a 3 p.m. Compare
Actsiii. 1. Thetext favorsthe ideatha Zacharias vison camein the morning,] 11 Andthere appear ed
unto him[one of God's invisible messengers who came visbly--11. Kingsvi. 17; Ps. xxxiv. 7] an angel
of the Lord [Luke frequently tells of the minigration of angds (ch. i. 26; ii. 9, 13, 21; xii. 8; xv. 10; xvi.
22; xxii. 43; xxiv. 4, 23). They are aso often mentioned in the Book of Acts. There had been no
appearance of anangd for about four hundred years] standing on the right side [the place of honor and
dignity--Actsvii. 56] of the altar of incense. [The dtar onwhichZachariaswasburningincense. It stood
in the Holy Place in front of the vell which hung between the holy and the most haly places. It wasasmadl
table twenty-two inchesin breadthand lengthand forty-four inchesinheight. 1t was made of acaciawood,
and overlaid with gold--Ex. xxxvii. 25.] 12 And Zachariaswastroubled[asmendways are at the Sght
of heavenly beings--Gen. iii. 9, 10; Dan. x. 7-12; Rev. i. 17, 18] whenhe sawhim, and fear fell upon
him. 13 But the angd said unto him, Fear not [These are the first words of the gospel which began
at that hour to unfold itsdlf], Zacharias. because thy supplication is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call hisname John. [This name means"the Lord is gracious,”
or "the Lord is merciful."] 14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness [thou shdt fed as Abraham did
whenhe named his new-born son Isaec; that is, "Laughter"]; and many [but not dl] shall rejoice at his
birth. 15 For he shall begreat in the sight of the Lord [compare verse 6], and he shall drink no
wine nor strong drink. [Strongdrink isany other fermented liquor. Wydliffésverson calsit"syder," and
the Anglo-Saxon version cdls it "beor," of which pdm wine was the most common kind. As to the
temperance of the Baptist, compare the history of Samson (Judg. xiii. 3-5) and the law of the
Nazarite--Num. vi. 2-4]; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit [the simulation of the Spirit is
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elsawherethus contrasted withacoholic stimulants—-Actsii. 15-18; Eph. v. 18], even fromhismother's
womb. [Seeverse 41.] 16 And many of the children of Israd shall he turn unto the Lord their
God. [These wordswere quoted from Mad. iv. 6, and resumed the thread of prophecy which had been
broken nearly four centuries before. Roman rule had brought in the vices and profligacy of Itay and
Greece, and the nationneeded to turnback to itsformer godly life] 17 And he shall go before hisface
[the face of Messiah, who isaso the Lord God--Mal. iii. 1] in the spirit and power of Elijah[And thus
in fulfillment of the prophecy thet Elijah should come again (Mdl. iv. 6; Matt. xvii. 9-13). The Jews il
expect Elijahasthe forerunner of Messiah. John showed the spirit of Elijah in hisascetic dressand life (1.
Kingsi. 8; Matt. iii. 4) and in his message of repentance--1. Kings xviii. 21-40], to turn the hearts of the
fathersto the children. ["These are the last words of the Old Testament, there used by a prophet; here
expounded by an angel; there concluding the law; here beginning the gospel.” The phrase may mean: 1.
John will restore unity to the familiesof Isradl, now divided into politica factions, as Herodians or friends
of Rome, and zedlots or patriots; and into religious factions, as Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, €ic.; or
more likdy it may mean, 2. That John would restore the broken rdaionship between the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their degenerate descendants--Isa. xxix. 22, 23; Ixiii. 16; Johnviii. 37-40],
and the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the Lord a people
prepared for him. [As in the East the "friend,” or go-between, prepares the bride to understand and
appreciate her bridegroom--Johniii. 28, 29.] 18 And Zacharias said untothe angel, Wher eby shall
| know this? [In asking for asign Zacharias showed his unbdief (Mait. xii. 38, 39). Hisquestionin the
origind isin four words. Four faithlesswords cost imforty weeks of sllence] for | am an old man[So
said Abraham (Gen. xvii. 17). The law which retired Levites from service at the age of fifty years (Num.
viii. 25, 26) did not apply to priests. They served to extreme old age], and my wife well strickenin
years. 19 And the angel answering said unto him, | am Gabrid [This name means"hero, or mighty
one, of God." Gabriel announced to Danid thetime of Christ's birth and deeth, and the overthrow and fina
restoration of the Jewish nation (Dan. vii.-xii.). Heaso announced the birth of Jesusto Mary (verse 26).
The Bible gives the name of but one other angd; viz.: Michad, meaning "Who islike God?" Since Gabrid
was the messenger who announced God's merciful and gracious purposes, and Michael the one who
executed his decrees and punishments, the Jews had a beautiful saying that " Gabrid flew withtwo wings,
and Michad with only one.” The very ancient book of Enoch (Jude 14) gives us the name of two other
archangds viz.: Urid, meaning "God is light"; and Raphad, meaning "heder of God'], that sand in the
presence of God [Seven angels are spoken of as standing in the presence of God (Rev. viii. 2) and may
probably be called angels of the presence (Isa. Ixiii. 9). But to see the face of God isno doubt accorded
todl angels (Matt. xviii. 10). One who standsin the presence of God should be believed by menwithout
goproving signg|; and | was sent to speak unto thee, and to bring thee these good tidings. [Our
word "gospd” means good tidings] 20 And behold, thou shalt be silent [it was a 9gn; and also a
punishment for having sought asgn] and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall come
to pass, because thou believedst not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 21 And
the people were waiting for Zacharias, and they marvelled while he tarried[ The Jews considered
dow service asirreverent and displeasing to God. The punishment attached to displeasing service made
themfearful-- Lev. xvi. 13] inthetemple. 22 And when he came out, he could not speak untothem
[Could not dismissthem with the usud blessng (Num. vi. 23-26). Disbdlief isawayspowerlessto bless):
and they per ceived [probably by his excited manner] that he had seen a vision [the most vivid and
objective of dl spiritua phenomena--ch. xxiv. 23; Actsxxvi. 19; I1. Cor. xii. 1; Dan. ix. 23] in the temple:
and he continuedmaking signs untothem, and remained dumb. 23 And it came to pass, whenthe
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days of his ministration [They are said to have lasted from the evening of one Sabbath (Friday at
sundown) to the morning of the next. Though doubtless chagrined a the punishment which had come upon
him, the old priest remained & his post, and dwelt inthe temple until hisweek wasfinished] wer e fulfilled,
he departed unto hishouse. [Some guess that he lived a Hebron, others at Jutta, five miles south of
Hebron, othersat Ain Karim, four miles west of Jerusdem, but no one knows.,] 24 And after these days
Elisabeth his wife conceived; and she hid herself [probably through mingled fedings of modesty,
humility, devotion, and joy] five months [at the end of whichtime her seclusonwasinterrupted by the vist
of Mary], saying, 25 Thus [gracioudy and merdifully] hath the Lord done unto me in the days
wherein helooked upon me, to take away my reproach [the reproach of being childless-Gen. xxx.
23] among men.

Study Questions:

1. Who were Zacharias and Elisabeth? What was their relationship with God?
2. What did Gabrid tell Zacharias about Elisabeth and John?

3.  What hagppened to Zacharias as aresult of his unbelief?

4. How would John be like Elijah?
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VI.

ANNUNCIATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS.
(At Nazareth, B. C. 5.)
LUKEI. 26-38.

Bible Text:

26 Nowinthe sixthmonththe angel Gabriel was sent from God untoa city of Galilee, named
Nazareth, 27 toavirgin betrothedto a manwhose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and
thevirgin'snamewasMary. 28 And he came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favored, the Lord iswiththee. 29 But shewasgreatly troubled at thesaying, and cast in her mind
what manner of salutationthis might be. 30 And theangel said untoher, Fear not, Mary: for thou
hast found favor withGod. 31 And behold, thou shalt conceivein thy womb, and bringforth ason,
and shalt call hisname JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most
High: and the L ord God shall give unto himthe throne of hisfather David: 33 and he shall reign
over the house of Jacob forever; and of hiskingdom there shall be no end. 34 And Mary said
unto the angel, How shall thisbe, seeing | knownot aman? 35 And theangel answered and said
untoher, The Holy Spirit shall come uponthee, and the power of the M ost High shall over shadow
thee: wherefore also the holy thing which is begotten shall be called the Son of God. 36 And
behold, Elisabeth thy kinswoman, she also hath conceived a son in her old age; and thisisthe
sixthmonthwith her that was calledbarren. 37 For noword from God shall bevoid of power. 38
AndMary said, Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; beit unto me according to thy word. Andthe
angd departed from her.

Bible Text with Commentary:

€26 Now in the sixth month [thisisthe passage fromwhichwe learn that John was six months older
than Jesus] the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth [Luke
donetdlsuswhere Mary lived before the birth of Jesus. That Nazareth was an unimportant town isshown
by the fact thet it is mentioned nowhere in the Old Testament, nor in the Tamud, nor in Josephus, who
mentions two hundred four towns and cities of Gdilee. The way in which Luke introduces Gdilee and
Nazareth shows that he wrote to those unfamiliar withPalestine. Compare the conversation at Johni. 45,
46. Galilee comprised the lands of Zebulun, Naphtali, Issachar and Asher. It was rich in trees and
pastures. Its people were hardy and warlike], 27 to a virgin betrothed [In the East, the betrotha or
engagement was entered into with much ceremony, and usualy took place a year before the marriage. It
was S0 sacred that the parties entering intoit could not be separated save by abill of divorcement--Matt.
i. 19] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David [that is, Joseph was of the house of
David]; and the virgin'snamewasMary. [The same as Miriam--Ex. xv. 20.] 28 And he came in
unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee. 29 But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this might be.
[Whether it meant a present sorrow or joy, for God's salutations dl mean joy, but usudly isin the distant
future--Heb. xii. 11; 11. Cor. iv. 17, 18] 30 And the angdl said unto her, Fear not [the gospel isfull
of "Fear nots'; it teaches us that perfect love which casts out fear--1. John iv. 18], Mary: for thou hast
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found favor with God. 31 And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring fortha son, and
shalt call hisname JESUS. [The same as Hoshea (Num. xiii. 8), Joshua, and Jeshua (Zech. iii. 1). It
means the "sdvation of Jehovah." It was one of the most common Jewish names, but was given to Jesus
by divine direction because of its fithess-Mait. i. 21.] 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the
Son of the Most High [A common Hebrew way of saying"Heshdl be." Eventhe evil spiritscalled Jesus
by this name--Mark v. 7]: and the Lord God shall give unto him [he shal not receive hiskingdom as
abribefrom Satan (Mait. iv. 9), nor win it by force of arms (John xviii. 10, 11, 36; Matt. xxvi. 53), but as
the gft of God--Actsii. 32-36; Phil. ii. 9-11; Matt. xxviii. 18] the throne [see Ps. oxxxii. 11] of hisfather
David [this must refer to Mary's descent from David, for sheis expressy told in verse 35 that her son
would have no earthly father]: 33 and he shall reign over the house of Jacob [That is, over the family
or descendants of Jacob; but the expressionincludeshis spiritud, rather thanhis carnd, descendants (Gal.

iii. 7, 28, 29). This name therefore includes the Gentiles as the name of a river includes the rivers which
flow into it] for ever [Dan. ii. 44; vii. 13, 14, 27; Mic.iv. 7; Ps. xlv. 6; Heb. i. 8; Rev. xi. 15]; and of his
kingdom there shall beno end. [Isa vii. 9. Chrig shdl resgn his mediatorid kingdomto the Father at
the close of this digpensation (1. Cor. xv. 24-28); but as being one with his Father he shall rule forever.]

34 And Mary said unto the angdl, How shall this be [Her question indicates surprise, not disbdlief.

Unlike Zacharias, she asked no sgn. The youthful village maiden, amid her humble daily duties, shows a
more ready faith in the far more artling message thanthe aged priest inthe haly place of the temple in the
atmosphere of the sacred incensg], seeing | know not aman? 35 And the angel answer edand said
unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come uponthee, and the power of the M ost Highshall over shadow
[the Spirit of God isthus spoken of as "brooding over” or overshadowing creation to develop it--Gen. i.
2] thee [Thisindicates that the Holy Spirit himsdlf created the body of Christ (Heb. x. 5). The spirit, or
divine nature, of Christ was fromthe beginning, and was unbegotten--that is, inthe sense of being created]:

wher efore also the holy thing. [the body of Jesus--Heb. vii. 26; I. Pet. ii. 22] whichis begotten [G4dl.

iv. 4] shall be called the Son of God. [Asthe Evangelis is here taking about the bodily and human
nature of Jesus, it is possible that he may here speak of Jesus asthe Son of God inthe same sense in which
he cdled Adam the son of God (ch. iii. 38); that is, his body and human nature were the direct and
miraculous production of the divine power. If s0, we find Jesus called the Son of God in three severa
senses: 1. Here, because he was born into the world in a supernatural manner. 2. Elsewhere, because by
his resurrection he was begotten from the dead (Rom. i. 4; Actsxiii. 33; Ps. ii. 7). 3. Also elsewhere,
because of the eternd, immutable, and unparalleled rdaionship which he sustains to the Father--Johni. 1,

14, 18.] 36 And behold, Elisabeth thy kinswoman, she also hath conceived a son in her old age;

and thisisthe sixth month with her that was called barren. [The angd tdls of Elisabeth's condition,

that it may encourage the faithof Mary, and leed her to trust in Him with whom nothing isimpossible--Jer.
xxxii. 17, 27; Gen. xviii. 14; Matt. xix. 26.] 37 For noword from God shall be void of power. [Isa Iv.

11] 38 And Mary said, Behold, the handmaid [Literdly, "dave" or "bondservant.” It is the feminine
form of the word which Paul so often gppliesto himsdlf (Rom. i. 1; Tit. i. 1). Mary usesit to indicate her
submissive and obedient spirit] of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. [In greet faith she
not only believes the promise, but prays for its fulfillment. She bowed to the will of God like Eli (I. Sam.

iii. 18), and became the mother of Himwho prayed, "Not my will, but thine, be done"--L uke xxii. 42.] And
the angel departed from her.
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry VI. Annunciation, Jesus' Birth

Study Questions.

When was Gabrid sent to Mary? Where was Mary living at the time Gabriel appeared to her?
What was Mary's relationship to Joseph?

What did Gabrid tell Mary? What was Mary's reaction?

What did Gabriel say about the person and work of Jesus?

What did Gabrie tdl Mary about Elissbeth? Why might this information have been meaningful to
Mary?

How could Mary know that the things told her by Gabriel would come true?

o owDdNE
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Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry VIl. Mary Visits Elisabeth

VII.
MARY, FUTURE MOTHER OF JESUS, VISITS
ELISABETH, FUTURE MOTHER OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

(In the Hill Country of Judess, B. C. 5.)
LUKEI. 39-56.

Bible Text:

€39 And Mary arosein these days and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of
Judah; 40 and enter edintothe houseof Zachariasand saluted Elisabeth. 41 And it cameto pass,
when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit; 42 And shelifted up her voicewith aloud cry, and said, Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed isthe fruit of thy womb. 43 And whenceisthisto me, that the
mother of my Lord should come unto me? 44 For behold, when the voice of thy salutation came
into mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she that believed; for
there shall be a fulfilment of the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord. 46 And
Mary said, My soul doth magnify theLord, 47 and my spirit hath regoiced in God my Saviour.
48 For he hath looked upon the low estate of his handmaid: For behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call meblessed. 49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things, And
holy ishisname. 50 And his mercy isunto generations and gener ations On them that fear him.
51 He hath showed strength withhisarm; He hath scatter ed the proud in the imagination of their
heart. 52 Hehath put down princesfrom their thrones, And hath exalted them of low degree. 53
The hungry he hath filled with good things, And therich he hath sent empty away. 54 He hath
given help to Israel his servant, That he might remember mercy 55 (As he spake unto our
fathers) Toward Abraham and his seed for ever. 56 And Mary abode with her about three
months, and returned unto her house.

Bible Text with Commentary:

‘39 And Mary arosein these days [withinaweek or two after the angel appeared to her] and went
into the hill country [the digtrict of Judah lying south of Jerusalem, of which the city of Hebron wasthe
center] with haste [she fled to those whom God had inspired, so that they could understand her condition
and know her innocence--to those who were as Joseph needed to be inspired, that he might
understand--Matt. i. 18-25], into a city of Judah [where Zacharias dwelt--see verse 23]; 40 and
entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth. 41 And it came to pass, when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leapedin her womb[seeverse 15]; and Elisabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit [sufficently to have a supernatural knowledge of things and to utter
prophecy]; 42 And shelifted up her voicewith aloud cry [Indicating intense, ecsatic joy. What joy
must have filled the hearts of these two women as they redized that one was to be the mother of the
long-expected Messiah, and the other of hisElijah-likeforerunner!], and said, Blessed[seeverse 28] art
thou among women, and blessed isthe fruit of thy womb. 43 And whenceisthisto me [why am
| thus honored?--Maitt. viii. 7, 8], that the mother of my Lord [Thisword imported sometimes divinity,
and sometimes mere superiority. TheJawsemployed thistermin connection withthe Messiah; but inwhich
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sense can not now bedetermined. Ingpired writersemploy it in the higher sense when gpplying it to Jesus
(Matt. xxii. 41-45), and in that sense it is no doubt used here] should come unto me? 44 For behold,
whenthe voice of thy salutation came into mine ear s, the babe leapedin mywombfor joy. 45And
blessed is she that believed [Elisabeth may have here remembered how her own husband falled to
believe]; for there shall be a fulfilment of the things which have been spokento her fromthe Lord.
46 And Mary said [She speaks in poetic srain. Her song closdy resembles that of Hannah--1. Sam. ii.
1-10], My soul doth magnify [Mary'ssongis caled'"The Magnificat” fromthisword] the Lord, 47 and
my spirit hath rgjoiced in God my Saviour. 48 For he hathlookeduponthe lowestate [thisrefers
to the contrast between her present condition and that of the former glories of David'shouse, fromwhich
she sorang] of hishandmaid: For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
[Here ends the first section of her song. In it she spesks of hersdf, and her adorationtoward God for his
condescending blessing. Mary was blessed in her motherhood, Abraham in his covenant and promises,
Paul in his apostleship, etc., but none of these human beings are to be worshiped because of the blessings
whichthey received. Rather should we bestow the more worship on God, fromwhom thesetheir blessings
flow--Jas.i. 17.] 49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; And holy is hisname. [Ex.
xX. 7.] 50 And hismercy is unto generations and generations [that is, it is unceasing--Ex. xx. 6] On
them that fear him. [Here ends the second division of her song. Init Mary glorifies God for his power,
holinessand mercy.] 51 He hath showed strength with hisarm. ["God's€efficacy isrepresented by his
finger (Ex. viii. 19); hisgreat power by hishand (Ex. iii. 20); and his omnipotence by hisarm--Ex. xv. 16"];
He hath scatter edthe proud in the imagination of their heart. 52 He hath put down princesfrom
their thrones, And hath exalted them of low degree. 53 The hungry he hath filled with good
things, And the rich he hath sent empty away. [These expressons are hyperboles for the
disgppointment of the proud, the princely, and the rich, inwhose familiesthe Messiahwas expected. God
has passed these by, and exated alowly one. Here ends the third section or verse of the hymn. It speaks
of the changeswhichthe Mess ah should work asif he had already worked them.] 54 He hath givenhelp
tol srael hisservant, That he might remember mercy 55 (As he spake untoour fathers) Toward
Abraham [Mic. vii. 20; Gd. iii. 16] and his seed for ever. [The hymn closes with an expression of
gratitudeto God for hisfathfulnessinkeegping his covenants.] 56 And Mary abode withher about three
months [or until John was born], and r etur ned[afavoriteword with Luke, used twenty-one timesin his
Gospel] unto her house.

Study Questions:.

Why might Mary have stayed with Elisabeth three months?

What happened when Mary spoke to Elisabeth?

Why was Mary blessed?

How did Elisabeth refer to Mary in respect of being the mother of Jesus?
What did Elisabeth say in respect to Mary's faith?

How did Mary magnify the Lord?

Upon whom does the Lord have mercy?

What had God done to the proud, the princes, and the rich? How?
What had God done to the people of low degree and the hungry people? How?
10 How had God been merciful to Israel?
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VIII.

THE BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.
(Hill Country of Judeeg, B. C. 5.)
‘LukEeI. 57-80.

Bible Text:

%57 NowElisabeth'stime was fulfilled that she should be ddlivered; and she brought fortha
son. 58 And her neighbor sand her kinsfolk heard that theL ord had magnified hismer cy towar ds
her; and they rgoiced with her. 59 And it came to pass on the eighth day, that they came to
circumcisethe child; and they would have called him Zacharias, after the name of hisfather. 60
And hismother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. 61 And they said unto
her, There is none of thy kindredthat is called by this name. 62 And they made signs to his
father, what he would have him called. 63 And he asked for awriting tablet, and wrote, saying,
HisnameisJohn. And they marvelled all. 64 And hismouth was opened immediately, and his
tongue loosed, and he spake, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all that dwet round about them:
and all thesesayingswere noised abr oad throughout all the hill country of Judaea. 66 And all that
heard them laid them up intheir heart, saying, What thenshall this child be? For thehand of the
Lord waswith him. 67 And hisfather Zachariaswasfilled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying, 68 Blessed bethelLord, the God of Israel; For he hath visited and wrought redemption
for his people, 69 And hath raised up ahorn of salvation for usIn the house of his servant David
70 (As he spake by the mouth of hisholy prophetsthat have beenfromof old), 71 Salvationfrom
our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; 72 To show mercy towards our fathers, And
to remember his holy covenant; 73 The oath which he sware unto Abraham our father, 74 To
grant unto usthat we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies Should serve him without
fear, 751nholinessand righteousness before him all our days. 76 Yea and thou, child, shalt be
called the prophet of the M ost High: For thou shalt go befor e the face of the Lord to make ready
hisways; 77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people In theremission of their sins, 78
Because of the tender mercy of our God, Wher eby the dayspring fromon high shall visit us, 79
To shine upon them that st in dar knessand the shadowof death; To guide our feet into the way
of peace. 80 And the child grew, and waxedstrong in spirit, and wasin the deserts till the day of
his showing unto | sradl.

Bible Text with Commentary:

%57 Now Elisabeth'stime was fulfilledthat she should be delivered; and she brought forth a
son. 58 And her neighbor sand her kinsfolk heard that theL ord had magnified hismercy towar ds
her [mercy in granting a child; grest mercy ingranting soillusrious achild]; and they reoiced with her.
59 And it came to passonthe eighth day [ See Gen. xvii. 12; Lev. xii. 3; Phil. iii. 5. Mde childrenwere
named at thar crcumasion, probably because at that time the names of Abram and Sarai had been
changed (Gen. xvii. 5, 15). Femaes were named when they were weaned], that they came to
circumcise the child; and they would have called him Zacharias, after the name of hisfather. 60
And his mother answered and said, Not so[Zacharias had evidently written, and thus communicated

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 18 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry VIIl. Birth, Early Life of John

to hiswife dl that the angd had told him, and how the child wasto be named John]; but he shall be called
John. 61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred [Family names were even more
thought of, and honored, among the Jews than among us. They had no taste for romantic and eccentric
nameg| that is called by thisname. 62 And they made signs [this seemsto indicate that Zachariaswas
deaf aswdl asdumb] to hisfather, what he would have him called. 63 And he asked for awriting
tablet [tabletswere sometimes made of lead, but were usudly smdl wooden boards, either smeared with
wax, or having sand sprinkled over them, on whichwordswerewrittenwithaniron stylus or pencil], and
wrote, saying, HisnameisJohn. And they marvelled all. [Being surprised that both parents should
thus unite uponan unexpected name.] 64 And his mouth was openedimmediately [Seeverse20. The
angd'swords were now completely fulfilled, therefore the punishment for disbelief wasremoved], and his
tongue loosed, and he spake, blessing God. [Probably the wordsrecorded inverses68-79.] 65 And
fear came [The miraculous phenomena attending the birth of John made the people so conscious of the
presence of God asto fill them with awe. The influence of this fear spread far and wide until the chillsand
tremors of expected changes and revolutions were felt even by the citizens of Rome, as their poets and
higorians tedify] on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad
throughout all the hill country of Judeea. 66 And all that heard them laid them up in their heart,
saying, What thenshall this child be? [We probably find an echo of this questionthirty years|ater when
John entered upon his minigtry--Johni. 19.] For the hand of the L ord was withhim. 67 And hisfather
Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied [This his prophecy is the last of the old
dispensation, and the firgt of the new, or Chridtian, era. 1t dsoispoetry, and isahymn of thanksgiving for
the time of Messiah's advent], saying, 68 Blessed [the hymn getsits name from thisword, and is cdled
the Benedictus] be the Lord, the God of | srael; For he hath visited [Come back, in the person of his
Spirit, to his people. After some four hundred years of absence the Holy Spirit, asthe spirit of prophecy,

had again returned to God's people. Malachi, thelast of the prophets, had been dead about four centuries]

and wrought redemption for his people, 69 And hath raised up a horn [the horn is a symbol of
power--Dan. vii. 7, 8; viii. 21] of salvation for us I nthe house of his servant David [thisaso indicates
that Mary was of the house of David] 70 (As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophetsthat have
beenfrom of old) [Gen. iii. 15; xxii. 18; xlix. 10; Num. xxiv. 17; Il. Pet. i. 21; Heb. i. 1], 71 Salvation
from our enemies[not only Rome, the enemy of | sradlitish prosperity, but also those evil agencieswhich
wage ceasdess warfare againgt the souls of men--Eph. vi. 12], and from the hand of all that hate us;
72 Toshowmercytowards our father s, And toremember his holy covenant [contract or agreement];

73 The oath which he sware unto Abraham our father [see Gen. xii. 3; xvii. 4; xxii. 16, 17], 74To
grant unto us that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies Should serve him without

fear, 751n holiness and righteousness [holiness is good conduct toward God, righteousness is good
conduct toward men| before him all our days. 76 Yea and thou, child [the rest of the psalm is
addressed to the infant John], shalt be called the prophet [see Matt. xi. 9; Luke xx. 6] of the M ost
High: For thoushalt go before the face of the Lord [the Lord Jesus Christ] to make ready hisways
[Isa xl. 3; Matt. iii. 3]; 77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people [Isragl had afdseideathat
the Messiah's sdvation would be from palitical evil. John was needed to tell themthat it wasfromsanthat
God proposed to ddiver them. Perdition does not consst in palitical wrongs, but in divine condemnation]

In theremission of their sins [through Christ'swork--Actsv. 31], 78 Because of the tender mercy
of our God, Whereby the dayspring from on high [One of the many names for Jesus or his kingdom.

The prophets loved to picture Messah's advent asa sunrise (Isa. ix. 2; Ix. 1-3; Mdl. iv. 2; Matt. iv. 16;

Johni. 4, 5). Chrigt's coming was the dawn of a new day for Isradl and for mankind] shall visit us, 79
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To shineupon them that sit in darknessand the shadowof death; To guide our feet into the way
of peace. [Travdersin the Judsean mountains often waited patiently for the morning light, lest they should
lose therr lives by a fase step taken in the darkness-Isa. lix. 8] 80 And the child grew, and waxed
grongin spirit [I. Sam. ii. 26; Lukeii. 40, 52], and wasin the deserts [The thinly settled region west
of theDead Sea. In|. Sam. xxiii. 191t is called Jeshimon, or “the Horror"] till the day of his showing
unto Israel. [The day when he commenced his ministry and declared his commission as Messiah's

forerunner.]

Study Questions:

1. How had the Lord magnified his mercy toward Elisabeth?

2. Why did Elisabeth and Zacharias name their son, John? What happened after Zacharias verified that
his name was to be John?

3. What did people wonder about John? Why?

4. How had God blessed Isradl with the birth of John?

5. Why was John the prophet of the Mot High?

6. What is God's tender mercy toward us?

7.  What do we know about John's childhood?
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I X.
ANNUNCIATION TO JOSEPH OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

(At Nazareth, B. C. 5.)
MATT. 1. 18-25.

Bible Text:

218 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When his mother Mary had been
betrothedto Joseph, before they came together she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19
And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away privily. 20 But when hethought on thesethings, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared unto himin a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto
theeMary thy wife: for that whichis conceivedin her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And sheshall bring
forth a son; and thoushalt call hisname JESUS; for it is hethat shall save his people from their
sins. 22 Now all thisis come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
throughthe prophet, saying, 23 Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call hisname Immanud; which is, being interpreted, God with us. 24 And Joseph
arose from hisdeep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took unto him his
wife; 25 and knew her not till she had brought forth a son: and he called his name JESUS.

Bible Text with Commentary:

218 Now the birth [The birth of Jesusisto handled with reverentia awe. We are not to probe into
its mysteries with presumptuous curiogity.  The birth of common persons is mysterious enough (Ecdl. ix.
5; Ps. cxxxix. 13-16), and we do not well, therefore, if we seek to be wise above what is written asto the
birth of the Son of God] of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When his mother Mary had been
betrothed [ The Jews were usudly betrothed ten or twelve months prior to the marriage. So sacred was
this rdaionship that unfathfulness to it was deemed adultery, and was punishable by death--death by
goning (Deut. xxii. 23-28; Lev. xx. 10; Ezek. xvi. 38; John viii. 5). Those betrothed were regarded as
husband and wife, and could only be separated by divorcement. Hebrew betrothals set the world a good
example. Hasty marriage istoo often followed by hasty repentance. "No woman of Isragl was married
unlessshe had beenfirg espoused”] to Joseph, befor e they came together [Before Joseph brought his
bride to his own home. An espoused maiden lived in her father's house until the marriage, asis our own
custom] she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. [The two evangdists (Matthew and Luke) which
give the earthly genedlogy of Jesus are each careful to mention his miraculous conceptionthrough the Holy
Spirit (comp. Lukei. 35). All New Testament writers recognize Jesus as a once both human and divine.
Chrigt's physical nature was begotten of the Holy Spirit, but the Christian's spiritual nature is begotten of
him (John i. 13). The act of the Holy Spirit in this case indicates that he is a persondity, and not amere
influence, as some are disposed to imagine. Influences do not create physical bodies] 19 And Joseph
her husband, being arighteous man [As arighteous man he could not complete his marriage, and thus
gain hisfamily name. Asamerciful man he did not wish to openly disgrace the one to whom he was o
fondly attached. He wished to act justly toward his own reputation, and mercifully toward the reputation
of Mary], and not willing to make her a public example [he did not wish to expose her to the shame
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of apublic triad before the court, nor to punish her asthe law permitted], was minded to put her away
privily. [The law of Maoses gave the hushand the power of divorce (Deut. xxiv. 1). The bill or writing
cartifying the divorce usually stated the cause, and was handed to the wife in the presence of witnesses.
Joseph evidently intended to omit stating any causeinthe hill, that there might be no record to convict her
of shame. The law of divorce applied to betrothed as well asto married persons. In hiskindness Joseph
anticipatesthe specia teaching of Chrigt (Matt. xix. 8) and the generd ingtructionof Paul (Gd. vi. 1). How
different the conduct of the innocent Joseph from that of guilty Judah (Gen. xxxviii. 24). Judah needed
some one to point out his unfitness--John viii. 7.] 20 But whenhe thought on these things [God guides
the thoughtful, not the unthinking], behold, an angel of the Lord appeared unto him [The Lord looks
after the good name of those who honor his name, and he serves those who serve him (1. Sam. ii. 30; John
Xii. 26). The sufferings of both Mary and Joseph must have been very extreme at this time--one being
forced to suspect the chief object of his affections, and the other being compelled to rest under the unjust
suspicions of loved ones, because of a condition which God done could explain. But God does explain
wherewe can not understand without his revelaion, and where we absolutely need to know] in adream
[A mode of communication frequently used by God (Gen. xx. 3; xxxi. 11, 24; xxxvii. 5; Xli. 1; I. Kingsiii.
5; Dan. vii. 1; Job iv. 13-15). It is difficult to say how men determined between ordinary and divine
dreams, but doubtlessthe latter came withaglory and vividnesswhichgave assurance of their supernatural
nature. Matthew mentionsfour divine dreams, viz.: this one; the second one given to Joseph (Matt. ii. 13);
the dream of the Magi (Matt. ii. 12); the dream of Pilate's wife--ch. xxvii. 19], saying, Joseph [We are
knownto angdls, and they address us by name (Actsx. 3, 13; xxvii. 24). Much more doesthe Lord know
our names--John x. 3; Luke xix. 5], thou son of David [the name of David was caculated to waken the
memories of God's promises, and helped to prepare Joseph to receive the wonderful newsthat Messiah
was about to be born, for Messiah was the promised heir of David], fear not to take unto thee Mary
thy wife [Have no fear asto Mary's virtue and purity. Fear no disgracein taking her. Joseph feared as
ason of David that this marriage would sully his genedlogy. But it wasthat whichgave point and purpose
to an otherwise barrenand uninteresting record. He feared asamanlest he should share Mary's apparent
disgrace; but he had infintely more reason to fear his unworthiness to share with her the exdted
respongibilitiesof parentage to our Lord]: for that which is conceived in herisof the Holy Spirit. 21
And she shall bring forth a son [the angel does not say "shdl bear thee a son,” as he sad to
Zacharias--L ukei. 13]; and thou shalt call his name JESUS [Josephwasto take the position of alegd
fether to the child and nameit. Thennamemeans™ Salvation of Jehovah" or "' Jehovahisthe Saviour.” Would
we could dl bear our names, suchas Chridian, pastor, magidrate, father, mother, child, etc., as Jesus bore
that wonderful and responsible name of Saviour]; for it is he that shall save hispeople fromtheir sns
[Thus frombefore hisvery birth-hour the nature of Chrigt's salvationisfully set forth. He cameto savefrom
the guilt, power and punishment of Sn. He savesfrom the guilt of sn by having shed his blood, that sns
may be remitted or washed clean. He saves from the power of Sn by bestowing the gift of the Spirit, who
regenerates, comforts and strengthens, and ultimately he saves from the punishment of Sn by giving usa
resurrection from the dead, and an abundant entrance into the home of glory. That isno savation at al
which fallsto free us from this triple bondage of sn.] 22 Nowall thisis come to pass, that it might be
fulfilledwhichwas spokenby the Lord [It was not fulfilled because predicted, but wasrather predicted
because sure to take place. Prophecies are fulfilled in four ways, namey, 1. When a thing clearly
predicted comesto pass. 2. When that which has been pictured in type and shadow isat last shown forth
in substance and redity. 3. When an event which has been described in language more elevated and
elaborate thanit demandsisfollowed by another Smilar event to which the said language is more perfectly
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suited. 4. When parabolic or figurative language may be applied to some subsequent event. The prophecy
of Isaiahwasfulfilled after this third fashion, which was spoken by the Lord. In innumerable passagesthe
divine originand inspiration of the Scriptures are clearly and unmistakably set forth. The same Spirit which
foretold through the lips of the prophet now interprets the foretelling through the lips of the angel] through
the prophet [Isa vii. 14. Isaiah's name is not given. The ancients were studious readers, and had few
books, so that there was little need to cite authors by name], saying [About the year 740 B.C. While
Ahaz was king of Judah, his land was threstened with aninvasonby the united armies of Syriaand |sradl.
| sai ah came to frightened Ahaz, promised divine aid, and told Ahazto seek fromGod a sign confirming this
promise. This, Ahaz refused to do; whereupon Isaiah replied that God would grant asgn anyway. The
sgn was that a virgin should have a son, and before the son reached the age of discretion, the kingdoms
of Syriaand Isradl should be destroyed. The sign given Ahaz was one of ddliverance, and prefigured the
birth of Chrig, the great Deliverer, in four ways 1. A virgin bearing achild. 2. A mde child (Rev. xii. 5).
3. The divindy ordered naming of the child. 4. The sgnificance of the name given. Jesus fulfilled in his
ministry many predictions; but many more suchasthis one were fulfilled upon himwithout hisvalition], 23
Behold, the virgin shall be with child [The Sonship of Jesus demands amiraculous birth. 1f we doubt
the miradle of his conception, we can never solve the perplexing problem of his marvelous life and death],
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call hisname [rather, title; under the head of "name” the
titles of Jesus are dso set forth at Isa. ix. 6] Immanud; whichis, being interpreted, God with us
[Nature shows God above us; the Law shows God againgt us; but the Gospel shows God with us, and for
us. Theblessing of the church militant is Christ, God with us: that of the church triumphant is Chrigt, uswith
God. Inthisworld Jesus walked "with us' in human form (John i. 14); and because he did so, we, in the
world to come, shdl wak "withhim" indivine form(l. Johniiii. 2; I. Cor. xv. 49). Inapersona sense Jesus
may fitly be caled "God with us," for he was God and man united in one body.] 24 And Joseph arose
from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. [he followed the instructions,
though contrary to hisfirs indination. Blessed arethey who permit God to guidethem. AsJoseph appears
to have acted at once uponthe ange'singruction, the marriage must have taken place several months prior
to the birth of Jesus], and took unto him his wife [thus becoming the legdly recognized father of Jesus,
and though he bestowed upon Jesus but a humble name (Luke iv. 22; Matt. xiii. 55), he nevertheless
rescued imfromthe reproach of an illegitimate birth]; 25 and knew her not till she had brought forth
a son [Romish teachers contend for the doctrine of the perpetua virginity of Mary, that she may be
regarded as an object of worship. This doctrine can not be proved by Scripture. But thereareweightier
reasons than this which forbid us to worship her; namdy, it can not be proven from Scripture ether that
shewas divine or that she was sinless. Moreover, the fact that she entered the maritd state at dl, shows
that she was perfectly human, and comported herself as such]: and he called hisname JESUS. [Two
Old Testament heroes bore the name Jesus under the form of Joshua One was captain of Isradl for the
conguest of Canaan, the other was high priest of Isradl for rebuilding the Temple (Zech. vi. 11, 12). Chrigt
was both the Captain of our salvation and the High Priest of our profession.]

Study Questions:

1. What wasthe rationship between Mary and Joseph before Mary's conception of Jesus?
2. Why was Joseph going to put Mary away? How had he decided to put her awvay?

3. Why didn't Joseph put Mary away?

4. How did Mary conceive Jesus?
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5. Inwhat way were the conception and birth of Jesus a fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy?

6. What do the names"Jesus’ and "Immanud™ mean? In what way do these names accurately describe
Jesus?

7. Did Josephtake Mary to be his wife before Jesus was born? Did she remain avirginuntil after Jesus
was born?

8. Did Mary give hirth to other children after Jesus was born?
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X.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

(At Bethlehem of Judeeg, B. C. 5.)
Lukel. 1-7.

Bible Text:

°1 Now it came to passin those days, there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be enrolled. 2 Thiswasthefirst enrollment made when Quirinius was gover nor
of Syria. 3 And all went toenroll themselves, every one to hisown city. 4 And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, unto Judaes, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David; 5toenroll himsef with Mary, who
was betrothed to him, being great with child. 6 And it came to pass, while they were there, the
dayswerefulfilled that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son; and
shewrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid himin a manger, because ther e was no room for
them in theinn.

Bible Text with Commentary:

°1 Now it cameto pass in those days [the days of the birth of John the Baptis], there went out
a decree [a law] from Caesar Augustus [Octavius, or Augustus, Caesar was the nephew of and
successor to Julius Caesar. Hetook the name Augustusin compliment to hisown greatness; and our month
August is named for him; its old name being Sextilis], that all the world should be enrolled. [This
enrollment or census was the firg step in the process of taxation.] 2 This was the first enrollment.
[Publius Sulpicius Quirinius was governor of Syria, A.D. 6-11, and made a census of his province at that
time, as Luke wel knew (Actsv. 37). We have no other record showing ether his governorship or a
census made by himat thetimeof the birth of Christ. But hewasheldin highfavor by the Emperor, and
was, about the time of the birthof Chrigt, carrying on awar just north of Syria, in Cilicia, and it istherefore
easy for usto accept Luke's statement that asimperid commissioner or as governor of Syria he made such
acensus. Quiriniuswas doubtlesstwice governor of Syria, hisfirst term being about B.C. 5-1. The Greek
word hegemon, which Luke uses for governor, would be used for either of the Roman titles, viz.:
Propragor, or senatoria governor; or Quaestor, or imperia commissioner. Quiriniusmay have commenced
the enrollment as Quaestor and finished it ten years later as Proprador. He was a well-known character
inthat age. Harsh and avaricious as agovernor, but an able and loyd soldier, earning a Roman triumph
for successes in Cilicia, and being honored by a public funerd in A.D. 21] made when Quiriniuswas
governor of Syria. [A Roman province including al Paesting, and atract four or fivetimesaslarge lying
to the northeast of Pdlestine] 3 And all went to enroll themselves [The enrollment may have had no
referenceto taxation. 1t wasmore probably to ascertain the military strength of the various provinces. The
Romans enrolled each person at the place where he was thenresiding; but permitted the Jewsto thusreturn
to their ancestral or triba citiesand enroll themselves as ditizens of these cities], every onetohisown city.
[The city where his ancestors had been settled by Joshua when he divided the land--Josh. xiii.-xviii.] 4And
Joseph alsowent up fromGalilee, out of the city of Nazar eth [seech. i. 26], unto Judaes, to the city
of David [after the lgpse of ten centuries the name of David dill cast its fragrance over the place of his
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birth--1. Sam. xvii. 12], which is called Bethlehem[Meaning "houseof bread.” It wasthe |ater or Jewish
name for the old Canaanitish village of Ephrath, the Ephrath near which Rachel died (Gen. xxxv. 19). It
was marked by Micah as the birthplace of Messah--Mic. v. 2; Matt. ii. 5, 6], because he was of the
house and family of David; 5 to enroll himsef with Mary, who was betrothed to him [see Matt.
i. 25], being great withchild. 6 Andit came to pass, whilethey were ther e, the days wer e fulfilled
that she should be delivered. [The early Chrigtians made no record of the date of Chrigt's birth; wefind
no mention of December 25 earlier than the fourth century. The Eastern church celebrated Christ's birth
by afeast caled Epiphany, whichmeans manifestation. They chose January 6 asthe date for thisfeast, for
they reasoned thet if the first Adam was born on the sixth day of cregtion, the second Adam must have
been born on the sixth day of the year. The Western church celebrated Christ's birth on the 25th of
December by afeast caled Natdis, which means Nativity. But Pope Jliusl. (A.D. 337-352) designated
December 25 as the proper day, and the Eastern churches soon united with the Western churches in
obsarving thisday; and the custom has become universal. We do not observe this day because of the
Pope's decree, but because of thetraditiononwhichthe Pope's decree wasfounded.] 7 And she brought
forth her firstborn [Thisword in no way implies thet the Virgin subsequently had other children. Jesus,
the only begotten, is dso called the firstborn--Heb. i. 6] son; and she wrapped[having noneto help her,
she swathed him in bandswith her own hands] himin swaddling clothes[the new-born Jewishchild was
washed in water, rubbed with sdt, and then wrapped in bands or blankets, which confined the limbs
closaly--Ezek. xvi. 4], and laid him in a manger [Justin Martyr, who born about the beginning of the
second century and suffered martyrdom A.D. 165, first tells us the tradition that the stable in which Jesus
wasbornwas a cavern. Caves, however, were never used for stables except when opened on the sides
of hills. The one a Bethlehem is a cdlar fourteen feet under the level surface. Justin mugt, therefore, be
mistaken], because there was no roomfor themin theinn. [Eastern inns had landlords like our own.
Theinn was full a this time because of the number who had come to be enrolled. Inns contained rooms
for persons and stdls for animals: there was no room in the former, but there wasin the latter.]

Study Questions:

1. Why did Joseph and Mary have to go to Bethlehem to enroll? Where were they living before going
to Bethlehem?

What was Mary's condition at the time of the enrollment?

In what city was Jesus born? Wherein the city was He born?

Why is Jesus called Mary's firstborn son?

What did Mary do with Jesus after His birth?

gk own
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XI.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS PROCLAIMED BY ANGELS
TO THE SHEPHERDS.

(Near Bethlehem, B. C. 5)
‘LukEe . 8-20.

Bible Text:

‘8 And there wer e shepherdsin the same country abiding in the field, and keeping watch by
night over their flock. 9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And theangel said untothem, Benot afraid; for
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy whichshall be to all the people: 11 for thereisborn
toyouthisday in the city of David a Saviour, whois Christthe Lord. 12 And thisisthe signunto
you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly
there was withthe angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace among menin whom heiswel pleased. 15 And it came
to pass, when the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
L et us nowgo even unto Bethlehem, and see thisthing that is come to pass, whichthe Lord hath
made known unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the
babe lying in the manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known concerning the saying
whichwas spokentothemabout the child. 18 And all that heard it wonderedat the thingswhich
wer e spoken untothemby the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these sayings, pondering them
in her heart. 20 And the shepherdsreturned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, even asit was spoken unto them.

Bible Text with Commentary:

‘8 And there were shepherds in the same country [they werein the same fields fromwhich David
had been called to tend God's Isradl, or flock] abiding in the field, and keeping watch by night over
their flock. [When theflock istoo far from the village to lead it to the fold at night, these shepherds il
so abidewithit in the fidd, even in the dead of winter.] 9 And anangel of the Lord stood by them[He
stood upon the earth at their sde, and did not float above them in the heavens, as heis usudly pictured.
His standing uponthe earth shows a fuller felowship and sympathy with men--comp. Actsi. 10], and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them[The Shechinah, or bright cloud, whichsymboalizesthe divine
presence (Ex. xxiv. 16; I. Kingsviii. 10; Isa. vi. 1-3; Rom. ix. 4). It was seen by the three gpostles upon
the mount of trandfiguration (Matt. xvii. 5), by Stephen (Acts vii. 55), and by Paul--Acts xxii. 6-11]: and
they were soreafraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, | bring you
good tidings of great joy [Chridianityisardigionof present joys, and leads onward to joy eternd] which
shall beto all the people: 11 for there isborn to you [born as a gift to us-Johniii. 16] thisday in
the city of David a Saviour [the angel omitsthe name of Jesus, but gives the meaning of his name], who
is Christ [Messiah is the Hebrew and Chrigt is the Greek for our English word "anointed.” Prophets,
priests, and kingswere anointed. Jesus held dl thesethree officesfor dl our racefor dl eternity] the Lord.
12 And thisisthe sign [The token by which to identify the child. A babein a manger was not ordinary
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sght] untoyou: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in amanger. ["What
fearful oddsl What a strange contrast! Idolatry on the throne (in the person of Augustus Cassar), and the
founder of anew religion and anew empirelying inamanger!"] 13 And suddenly there waswith the
angel a multitude [The event was too important to be heralded by any one angel. All heaven was
interested in the departure of its Prince, and marveled at the grace of the Father who sent him--I. Pet. i.
12] of the heavenly host [God's army (1. Kings xxii. 19; Ps. ciii. 20, 21). The Deity iscdled "God of
Sabaoth™; that is, God of hosts or multitude (Rom. ix. 29; Jas. v. 4; Dan. vii. 10; Rev. v. 11, 12); but at this
time God's amy appeared to announce the coming of eternal peace] praisng God, and saying, 14
Glory to God in the highest [in the highest heavens--Job xvi. 19; Ps. xviii. 1], And on earth peace
among men[The angdsinvoke blessng on God and peace uponman. Peace between God and man, and
ultimately peace between man and man] in whom heiswell pleased. [Thelove of God is shed abroad
upon dl, even the vilest of sinners (Rom. v. 8; I. Tim. i. 15); but his peace comes upon those who have
accepted his Son, and inwhomheistherefore especialy well pleased (Rom. ix. 11). Peaceisthe unfaling
gpogolic sautation toward Chrigians (Rom. i. 7; I. Cor. i. 3; II. Cor. i. 2, etc.), and is atandble in the
highest degree by Chrigtians only--John xiv. 27; xvi. 33; Cal. iii. 15; Phil. iv. 7.] 15 Andit came to pass,
whenthe angelswent away fromtheminto heaven, the shepherds said one to another, L et us now
go evenunto Bethlehem, and see this thing that is come topass, whichthe L ord hath made known
untous. 16 And they camewith haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in
the manger. 17 And when they saw it, they madeknown concer ning the saying which was spoken
tothemabout the child. [Theywerethefirg evangdists. Among the herddsof Christ we note one great
prophet, John the Baptist, and one learned Pharisee, Paul; therest are shepherds, fishermen, and publicans,
yet their gospel has triumphed over the wisdom of men (1. Cor. i. 26-29; 1. Cor. iv. 7). The shepherds
were moved to publish by the same spirit whichactuated the lepersat Samaria--11. Kingsvii. 9] 18 And
all that heard it wonder ed [the gospel story exciteswonder; the morewe ponder it the more wonderful
it becomes] at the things which wer e spoken unto them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all
these sayings [The silence of Mary contrasts with the talkativeness of the shepherds. But is the duty of
Chridtians bothto ponder and to publish], pondering themin her heart. [Only Mary could know the fact
here stated; and the statement indicates that L uke got the opening parts of his Gospd from the mother of
our Lord. She had much to think about. The angelic messages to Zacharias, to hersdlf, and to the
shepherdswereful of significance, and her mind would search diligently to comprehend the fullnessof thar
meaning. In her quiet thoughtfulnessthe beauty of the Virgin's character shinesforth--1. Pet. iii. 4.] 20 And
the shepherds retur ned [they did not makethis glorious occasion an excuse for neglecting their humble
duties], glorifying [because of the greatness of that whichhad beenrevealed] and praisng God [because
of the goodness of that which he reveded] for all the thingsthat they had heard and seen, even as
it was spokenuntothem. [Jesus camein exactly the manner in which his coming had been spokenof or
described by the angds afew hours before; and dso just as his coming had been spoken of or described
by the prophets centuriesand centuriesbefore. God'sword holdsgood for eternity astruly asfor oneday.
The shepherds doubtless passed to their reward during the thirty yearswhich Jesus spent inseclusionprior
to hisenteringuponhisminidry. But therest of their commonplace lifewas now filled with music of praise,
and their night watches lit by the glory of God, which could never entirdy fade away ]
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Study Questions.

1
2.

3.
4.

o U

Where were the shepherds and what were they doing when the angels proclaimed Jesus birth?
Wherewas the angd when he talked to the shepherds? What isthe significance of thelight that shone
around them?

What was the shepherd'sinitia reaction to seeing the angd ?

What did the angel say to the shepherds? What was the significance of Jesus birth? Wha wasthe
dgn given to them?

What did the multitude of heavenly hosts do and say?

What did the shepherds do after the angels departed?

What did the shepherds say after finding Mary, Joseph, and Jesus? What was the reaction of the
people who heard them?

What did the shepherds do after finding Mary, Joseph, and Jesus?
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XI1I.
CIRCUMCISION, TEMPLE SERVICE,
AND NAMING OF JESUS.

(The Temple a Jerusalem, B. C. 4.)
‘LukEIl. 21-39.

Bible Text:

21 And when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising him, his name was called JESUS,
which was so called by the angel before he was conceivedin the womb. 22 And when the days of
their purificationaccording tothe lawof M oses were fulfilled, they brought himup to Jerusalem,
topresent himtotheLord 23 (asitiswritteninthe lawof the Lord, Every malethat openeththe
womb shall be called holy to the Lord), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said
in thelaw of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 25 And behold, therewasa
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and this manwas righteous and devout, looking for
the consolation of | srael: and the Holy Spirit was uponhim. 26 And it had been revealed untohim
by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death, before he had seenthe Lord's Chrigt. 27 And
he camein the Spirit into the temple: and whenthe parents brought in the child Jesus, that they
might do concerning himafter the custom of thelaw, 28 then hereceived himinto hisarms,and
blessed God, and said, 29 Now lettest thouthy servant depart, Lord, According to thy word, in
peace; 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 Whichthou hast preparedbefore the face
of all peoples; 32 A light for revelation to the Gentiles, And theglory of thy peoplelsrael. 33
And hisfather and his mother were marveling at the things which wer e spoken concer ning him;
34 and Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the
falling and the risng of many in Israel; and for a sign which is spoken against; 35 yea and a
sword shall pier ce throughthine own soul; that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed. 36
And therewas one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanud, of thetribe of Asher (shewas
of a great age, having livedwithahusband sevenyears fromher virginity, 37 and she had been
awidowevenuntofour score and four year s), who depar tednot fromthe temple, wor shipping with
fastings and supplications night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks
unto God, and spake of himto all them that were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39
And when they had accomplished all things that were according to the law of the Lord, they
returned.

Bible Text with Commentary:

21 And when eight days [Gen. xvii. 12] were fulfilled for circumcisng him [The rite was
doubtless performed by Joseph. By thisrite Jesuswas " made like unto his brethren” (Heb. ii. 16, 17); that
is, he became amember of the covenant nation, and became adebtor to the law--Gal. v. 3], his name was
called JESUS [see Lukei. 59], which was so called by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb. [Lukei. 31.] 22 And when the days of their purification according to the law of M oses
wer e fulfilled[Purificationtook place onthefortiethday after the nativity in the case of maes, and eighty
daysin the case of femaes (Lev. xii. 1-5). Until it was performed the mother was not permitted to go to
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the temple, take part in any public service, or even to leave her house. 1t seems that the members of her
family were dso ceremonidly unclean, because they came in daily contact with her], they brought him
up to Jerusalem [to the temple], to present himtothe Lord [WhenGod dew thefirstbornof Egypt he
gpared the firstborn of Isragl. For this reason dl the firstborn of Israel were regarded as being peculiarly
the Lord's (Ex. xii. 29, 30; xiii. 2); and the firstborn mae child of each family had to be redeemed with
money (Ex. xiii. 11-15; Num. xviii. 15, 16). Origindly the firstborn or eddest son was priest of the
household after his father's death; but God chose the L evites to serve inhis sanctuary inthe place of these
firgtbornor household priests (Num. iii. 11-13; viii. 14-19); but this choosing did not annul the statute which
required the payment of redemption money. The redemption money for a male was five shekds of the
sanctuary, or about $3.75--Lev. xxvii. 6] 23 (as it is writtenin the law of the Lord [for additiona
passages see Ex. xxii. 29; xxxiv. 19, 20], Every male that openeth the womb shall be calledholy to
the Lord), 24 and to offer a sacrifice [By redemption money and sacrifice the life of Jesus was
ceremonialy redeemed from God the Father, that his consecration of it to the will of the Father might be
perfect. We likewise are redeemed by the blood of Christ, but are expected nevertheless to be more
consecrated than ever] according to that which issaid in the law of the Lord [Lev. xii. 6-8; v. 11], A
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. [The required offering was a yearling lamb for a burnt
offering, and ayoung pigeon for asn-offering. But the law alowed a poor mother to subgtitute doves or
pigeons for thelamb. We see here anearly trace of the poverty of Himwho had not whereto lay his head.
Knowing the greatness of the child, Joseph and Mary would never have used the lesser sacrifice if they
could have afforded the regular and more costly one. Poverty is not dishonorable in God's Sight; for Mary
was honored of imabove dl women.] 25 And behold, therewasa man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon [the name means"Hearing.” Some think that it was Rabbi Simeon, the son of the great teacher
Hillel; but the context forbids suchanided]; and this man was righteous and devout [Right in outward
and devout in hisinward life. Thefirgt prophet to tell theworld that its M essiah had comewas athoroughly
good man|, looking for [Waiting like Jacob (Gen. xlix. 18), and Josephof Arimatheaa(Mark xv. 43), he
redized the truthof God's promise (Isa. xlix. 23). The Jewswaited for acoming Prince, locd, carnd, finite,
tempord; wewait for a KING universa, spiritud, infinite, eterna, the Son of God. Hence the magnitude
of our expected consolation isto theirs as an ocean isto adrop of water] the consolation of Israel [A
commonname for the era of the Messiah, whichwas so called because the advent of the Christ would bring
comfort (Isa. Xl. 1) to hispeople. Jews swore by the consolation of Isragl, and the phrase, "May | seethe
consolation of Isragl," was commonamong them. A prayer for the coming of the Messiah was daily used
by them]: and the Holy Spirit wasupon him. [Lukei. 68] 26 And it had been revealed unto him
by the Holy Spirit [probably in a dream], that he should not see death, before he had seen the
Lord'sChrig. [A remarkable favor, anotable blessing--Lukex. 23, 24.] 27 And he came in the Spirit
[moved by the impulsesof inspiration--Matt. xxii. 14; Rev. i. 10] into the temple [thosewho go to church
perfunctorily seelittle; those who go inthe Spirit--according to the measureinwhichHeis giventhem--see
and hear much]: and when the parentsbrought in the child Jesus, that they might do concerning
him after the custom of the law, 28 then hereceived him into his arms, and blessed God, and
said, 29 Now lettest thou thy servant depart [This hymnof Smeoniscaled the "Nunc Dimittis’ from
the two words with which the Latin trandation of it begins. Simeon regards his desth as now near, Shce
he had seen that for which God had kept him aive. He represents as a sentind who, seeing the rising of
the day-star which isthe sgnd that his watch is relieved, knows his weary wating is at an end], Lord,
According to thy word [God keeps his word, and never disappoints], in peace [to the living the Jews
said, "Go in peace" (Leshalom), as Jethro said to Moses; to the dying they said, "Go in peace"
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(Beshalom)--Gen. xv. 15]; 30 For mine eyeshave seen thy salvation [Only the eye whichsees Chrigt
is satisfied with seeing (Ecdl. i. 18). To onewho has Chrigt in his arms and salvation before his eyes the
world looks poor indeed, and the loss of it appears gain-Phil. i. 21], 31 Which thou hast prepared
[God prepared the gospel in his counsels before Christ came into the world (Actsii. 23), and foretold it
by the prophets--Actsiii. 18] befor e the face of all peoples[The Jewish Scriptures were then scattered
among dl nations, and dl people were acquainted with the Hebrew expectations of aMessiah. Simeon
saw in the Babe the initid step of God toward fulfilling dl these prophecies]; 32 A light for revelation
[A reference to Isa. xlix. 6. Chrid's light has reveded the Father to the Gentiles. That Simeon should
prophesy thisisan evidence of the large spirituad knowledge given him, since even the apostlesweresow
to grasp the fullness of Christ'sworld-wide mission--see Ps. xaviii. 2, 3; I1sa. lii. 10; Xii. 6] to the Gentiles,
Andthe glory [Isa xlv. 25. Isradl isdoubly glorified in Jesus, in that God chose this peopleto receive the
Word, or divine Son, in that Jesus, as a Jew, presented to the world the picture of the perfect manhood.
In hisdivinity and his humanity Jesus glorified Isradl] of thy people Isradl. [The Gentilesand Isradl are
here contrasted. The Gentiles refused the knowledge of God (Rom. i. 28), and |sradl abused it--Rom. iii.
1-9.] 33 And his father and his mother were marvelling at the things which were spoken
concer ning him[Not because they heard anything which was really new, but because the words caused
themto seethetruthinanew way. Theywere aso doubtless surprised to find that an utter stranger should
speak thus about the child. Such manifestations of ingpiration were no more commonthenthannow]; 34
and Simeon blessed them [While blessng the parents, he refrained from blessing the child, lest it might
appear that he did it asasuperior. He could bless God in the heavens (see verse 28) without fear of being
misunderstood; but to bless this little Babe might seem to be presumptuous], and said unto Mary his
mother [thus distinguishing between Mary the red parent, and Joseph the supposed one], Behold, this
child is set [ether as a sone of sumbling (Isa. viii. 14; Rom. ix. 32, 33; 1. Cor. i. 23), or a precious
cornerstone (l. Pet. ii. 7, 8; Actsiv. 11; . Cor. iii. 11). Jesusisthe cornerstone of true rdigion. Those
who rgect him fal over him and are broken; those who accept him, build uponhim, and arelifted up and
edified] for the falling and the risng of many in | srael [Jesus has dways wrought changeswhichwere
likefdlingsand rigngs. Inhisown early lifetime Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, Nazarenes, Gadarenes,
etc., sank down before his example and teaching; while fishermen, publicans and outcasts were €evated
and encouraged by his sympathy. In the ecclesagtica field Jesus has brought down the powers of
supergtition and priesteraft, and exated the common worshiper, giving him liberty of conscience. In the
politica fidd Jesus has brought down the pride of kings and lifted up the common people, and given them
sovereign powers. Inthe spiritud rellmthiswork of Jesusismost clearly displayed. Not only did he bring
down the pride of Judah and lift up the despised Gentiles (Rom. ix. 25); but he hasworked alevdingand
alifting work in the life of each of hisfollowers. Those proud of their manhood, he has made as children,
that they might become truly men (Mait. xviii. 3); those wiseinthar own conceit, he gpproaches with the
foolishness of preaching, that they may become ingtructed in the true learning (1. Cor. i. 26-31); those
grong in saif-confidence, he makeswesk, that he may fill themwiththe divine power (I1. Cor. xii. 10; Phil.
iv. 13). Like Paul, wefal and risein Chrigt--Actsix. 4-6]; and for a sign [Something which chdlenges
atention, and is full of significant meaning. Signs were intended to alay controversy, and to exclude
contradiction, but Jesus provoked both. When hewasthusfirgt in the temple, opposition was prophesied;
when he was lagt there it was fully redized--Mait. xxiii. 38] which is spoken against [during his earthly
lifetime Jesus was cdled "deceiver," "Samaritan,” "demoniac,” etc., and subsequently his followers were
abused (Acts xxviii. 22); later the Jews wrote of him as "the deceiver,” "that man," and "the hung." Early
Chridtians werecharged by the pagans with committing cannibdism, incest, and every conceivable atrocity,

Allan McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 32 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Part First: Christ's Life Prior to His Ministry Xll. Circumcision, Naming Jesus

and in thisday "Chridian” is--after Jew--the most dinging termof reproach known to the Eastern tongue;
35 yea and a sword shall pierce through thine own soul [Simeon had read and understood the
prophecieswhichtold of the sufferingMessiah (Isa. xlii. 14-xliii. 12). Hence, to prepare the soul of Mary
he touchesthis minor chord. By as much as the prophecies and annunciations concerning Jesus, led Mary
to expect honor, and glory for her son; by so muchdid the regjection, persecutionand cruel deeth of Jesus
overwhelm her with piercing anguish and disgppointment. It is dso probable that at the time of the
crudifixionMary shared withthe apostles the doubts as to the missonof Jesus, and these doubts mugt have
beenunspeakably bitter to her]; that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed. [Theword here
trandated "thoughts' is generaly used to signify bad or evil thoughts. Jesus often revedled such (John ix.
16); but the context showsthat Simeonhad inmind the evil thoughts which wererevealed by the sufferings
inflictedon Christ. The human heart isdesperately wicked (Jer. xvii. 9); but itswickednesswas never more
manifest than when it chose amurderer and crucified its Creator (Actsiii. 14, 15). Menaredill reveded
by their attitudetoward Christ, the Sincere being drawn to him, and the hypocrites being repelled fromhim.
But at the judgment he shdl shine forth as the perfect revealer of al thoughts and actions--Mait. x. 26.]
36 And there was one Anna [the same name as Hannah (1. Sam. i. 20), meaning "He was gracious'], a
prophetess|likeMiriam, Deborah, Huldah--11. Chron. xxxiv. 22], the daughter of Phanud [the same
as Peniel, meaning "Face of God"--Gen. xxxii. 30], of thetribe of Asher [Asher was the second son of
Jacob and Zilpah (Gen. xxx. 12, 13). The name means "happy.” Though the ten tribes were lost and
scattered, many individuas belonging to them remained in Judah--Acts xxvi. 7; Jas. i. 1] (she was of a
great age, having lived with a husband seven yearsfrom her virginity, 37 and she had been a
widoweven untofour scor e and four year s) [ She had been married sevenyears, and was now eght-four
yearsold. Her long widowhood is mentioned, because young widows who did not remarry were held in
especiad honor. Annawas about twenty-four years old when Jerusalem was conquered by Pompey, and
came under the power of Rome], whodepar tednot fromthe temple [This may Smply meanthat she was
unusudly assduousin her attendance a al the temple services (Actsii. 46); or it may be teken literdly, in
which case we may suppose that her prophetic taents had secured for her the right of living in one of the
temple chambers. Those who patiently frequent God's house will sooner or later obtain a blessing],
wor shipping withfastings [M oses appointed one yearly fast, viz.: that on the day of Atonement; but the
Pharisees introduced the custom of fasting twice a week to commemorate the days when Moses was
supposed to have ascended and descended Mt. Snai; viz.: on Monday and Thursday. They had dso
otherwise multiplied the fasts-L uke v. 33] and supplications night and day. [InHebrew idiomnight is
mentioned before day, following the example of Maoses (Gen. i. 5). The Hebrew theory that " God made
theworld in Sx days and saven nights," may have given birth to thisidiom. For instances of thisidiom, see
Actsxxvi. 7; 1. Tim. v. 5. There were probably night services of sacred musc hed inthe temple, at which
priestssunganthems--Ps. oxxiv. 1, 2; exix. 62.] 38 And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks
unto God, and spake of him[Jesus] to all themthat were looking for the redemption of Jer usalem.
39 And whenthey [the parents of Jesus| had accomplished all thingsthat were according to the law
of theLord, they returned. [Luke here adds the words "into Galileg, to their own city, Nazareth." We
have omitted these words from the text here, and carried them forward to Section XV ., where they
rightfully belong. Luke omits to tdl that Jesus returned to Nazareth by way of Bethlehemand Egypt. Such
omissons are common in dl biographies, and this one is pardlded by Luke himsdf in hislife of Paul.
Compare Actsix. 19-26 with Gal. i. 17, 18]
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Study Questions.

What is the significance of Jesus being circumcised?

Why did Joseph and Mary take Jesus to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord?

What is the significance of the sacrifice they offered?

Who were Simeon and Anna? What is Significant about what they said?

What did Joseph and Mary do after accomplishing everything commanded in the Law?

o owDdNE
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XI11I.
EASTERN WISE-MEN, OR MAGI, VISIT JESUS,
THE NEW-BORN KING.

(Jerusdlem and Bethlehem, B. C. 4.)
MATT. 1. 1-12.

Bible Text:

21 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaeain the days of Herod the king, behald,
Wise-menfromthe east came to Jerusalem, saying, 2Whereishe that is born King of the Jews?
for we saw his star in the east, and are come to wor ship him. 3 And when Herod the king heard
it, he wastroubled, and all Jer usalemwithhim. 4 And gathering together all the chief priestsand
scribesof the people, heinquired of themwhere the Christ should be born. 5And they said unto
him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thusit iswrittenthrough the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem,
land of Judah, Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: For out of thee shall comeforth
a governor, Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 7 Then Herod privily called the
Wise-men, and lear ned of them exactly what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and sear ch out exactly concer ning the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring meword, that | also may come and wor ship him. 9 And they, having heard the
king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came
and stood over where the young child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they reoiced with
exceeding great joy. 11 And they cameinto the house, and saw the young child with Mary his
mother; and they fell domn and worshipped him; and opening their treasuresthey offered unto
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And beingwarned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

Bible Text with Commentary:

21 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem [It lies five miles south by west of Jerusdem, alittle
to the east of the road to Hebron. It occupies part of the summit and Sides of anarrow limestone ridge
whichshoots out eastward from the central chain of the Judsean mountains, and breaks down abruptly into
deep valeys on the north, south, and east. Its old name, Ephrath, meant "the fruitful.” Bethlehem means
"house of bread." Itsmodernname, Beitlahm, means "house of mesat.” 1t was the home of Boaz and Ruth,
of Jesse and David. The modern town contains abouit five hundred houses, occupied by Greek-church
Chrigians. Over the rock-hewn cave which monks point out as the stable where Christ was born, there
standsa churchbuilt by the EmpressHelena, A.D. 325-327, whichisthe ol dest monument to Christ known
to men. Bethlehem was a suitable birthplace for aspiritua king; as suitable as Rome would have been for
atempora king. We do not know when the town received its name, nor by whom the name was given,
but as God had chosenit as the birthplace of Jesus for many centuries before the incarnation, he may have
caused it to be named Bethlehem, or "house of bread," with prophetic reference to Himwho isthe "Bread
of Lifé'] of Judaea [cdled thus to distinguish it from Bethlehem of Zebulon--Josh. xix. 15] in the days [it
isdifficult to determine the exact year of Christ'sbirth. Dionysiusthe Smdll, an abbot at Romein A.D. 526,
published an Easter cycle, inwhichhe fixed the birthof Christ inthe year 754 of the city of Rome (A.U.C.).
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This date has been followed ever since. But Jesuswas born before the desth of Herod, and Josephusand
Dion Cassus fix the death of Herod in the year 750 A.U.C. Herod died that year, just before the
Passover, and shortly after an eclipse of the moon, which took place on the night between the 12th and
13th of March. Jesus was born severa months previous to the death of Herod, either toward the end of
theyear 749 A.U.C. (B.C. 5) or at the beginning of the year 750--B.C. 4] of Her od [ This manwasborn
at Ascdon, B.C. 71, and died at Jericho, A.D. 4. Hisfather wasan Edomite, and hismother an1shmeelite.
He was aman of fine executive ability and dauntless courage, but was full of suspicion and duplicity, and
his reign was gained by acts of inhuman cruety. Heenlarged and beautified the temple a Jerusdem, and
blessed his kingdom by many other important public works] the king [The life of Herod will be found in
Josephus Antiquities, Books14-17. Hewasnot anindependent monarch, but aking subject to the Roman
Empire], behold, Wise-men[Thisword designatesan order, or caste, of priestsand philosophers(caled
magi), which exigted in the countries east of the Euphrates, from a very remote period. We firg find the
word inScripture at Jer. xxxix. 13, inthe name ralb-mag, whichggnifies chief magi. This classisfrequently
referred to in the Book of Danid, whereits members are called magicians, and it is probable that Danidl
himsdf was a rab-mag (Dan. v. 11). The order is believed to have arisen among the Chadeans and to
have come down through the Assyrian, Medean and Perdan kingdoms. The magi were, in many ways,
the Levites of the Eadt; they performed al public rdigiousrites, cdamed exdusve mediatorship between
God and man, were the authority on al doctrind points, congtituted the supreme coundil of the realm, and
had charge of the educationof the royd family. The practiced divinaion, interpreted auguriesand dreams,
and professed to foretdl|l the destinies of men. They were particularly famous for their skill in astronomy,
and had kept arecord of the moreimportant celestial phenomena, whichdated back several centuriesprior
to the reign of Alexander the Great. They were probably origindly honest seekers after truth, but
degenerated into mere imposters, as the Bible record shows (Acts viii. 9-11 and xiii. 8). Nothingissad
as to the number who came nor asto the country from whence they came. The number and qudlity of the
gifts has become the foundation for a tradition that they were three kings from Arabia, and during the
Middle Agesit was professed that their bodieswere found and removedtothe cathedra at Cologne. Their
dhrine is ill shown there to credulous travelers, and their names are given as Caspar, Melchior, and
Bdthazar] from the east [Probably from Persia, the chief seat of the Median rdigion. Jews dwdling in
Persian provinces among the Parthians, M edes, and Elamites (Actsii. 9) may have so prepared the minds
of the magi asto set them looking for the star of Bethlehem. But in addition to the knowledge carried by
captive |sradlites, the menof the East had other light. The great Chinese sage, Confucius (B.C. 551-479),
foretold a coming Teacher in the West, and Zoroagter, the founder of the Persian religion, who isthought
to have been a contemporary of Abraham, had predicted the coming of a great, supernaturally begotten
Prophet. Tothese Baaam had added his prophecy (Num. xxiv. 17). Moreover, the Septuagint trandation
made at Alexandria about 280 B.C. had rendered the Old Testament Scriptures into Greek, the language
of commerce, and had carried the knowledge of Hebrew prophecy into dl lands, and had wakened adight
but world-wide expectation of a Messah. The Roman writers, Suetonius (70-123, A.D.) and Tacitus
(75-125, A.D.) bear witness to this expectationthat agreat world-ruling king would come out of Judasa.
But dl this put together can not account for the vigt of the magi. They were guided directly by God, and
nothing else may have even influenced them] came to Jer usalem [They naturaly sought for the ruler of
the State at the state's capital. They came to Jerusalem after Jesus had been presented in the temple, and
taken back to Bethlehem, and, therefore, whenthe infant Jesus was more than forty daysold. They must
have come at least forty days before the death of Herod, for he spent the last forty days of hislife at Jericho
and the baths of Callirrhoe; but the wise men found himdill at Jerusdem. Jesus must, therefore, have been
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at least eighty days old when Herod died], saying, 2 Whereis he [They seemto have expected to find
dl Jerusalem knowing and worshiping this new-born King.  Their disappointment is shared by many
modern convertsfrom heathendomwho vist so-called Christian countries, and arefilled with astonishment
and sadness at the ignorance and unbdief which they discover] that isborn King of the Jews? [These
words were calculated to startle Herod, who was by birth neither king nor Jew. Thistitle was accorded
to Jesus by Pilate, who wrote it in hisinscription, and caused it to be placed over the head of Christ upon
the cross. None has borne thetitle since; so Jesus has stood before the world for nearly two thousand
years as the last and only king of the Jaws. Theking of the Jews was the propheticaly announced ruler
of dl men| for we saw [Those in the pagan darkness of the East rgjoiced in the star. It wasasalight that
shinethin a dark place (1. Pet. i. 19). But those in Jerusdem appear not to have seen it, and certainly
ignoredit] his star [The great astronomer Kepler, ascertaining that therewas a conjunctionof the planets
Jupiter and Saturn in 747 A.U.C., to which conjunction the planet Mars was also added in the year 748,
suggedted that this grouping of stars may have formed the so-called star of Bethlehem. But thistheory is
highly improbable; for these planets never appeared as one ar, for they were never nearer to each other
than double the apparent diameter of the moon. Moreover, the magi used the word "aster,” star, not
"astron," agroup of stars. Again, the action of the star of Bethlehemforbidsusto think that it was any one
of the ordinary heavenly bodies. It was aspecidly prepared luminous orb moving toward Bethlehem as
aguiding sign, and resting over the house of Josgph as an identifying index] in the east [the magi werein
the east; the star wasinthe west], and are come [if the reign of Edomite Herod beganto fufill the firgt part
of Jacob's prophecy by showing the departure of the scepter from Judah (Gen. xlix. 10), the coming of the
Gentile magi began the fulfillment of the second part by becoming the firsfruits of the gathering of the
people] to worship him. [Wasthar worship ardigious service or amere expression of reverence for an
earthly king? Morelikely theformer. If S0, the boldnesswith which they declared their purposeto worship
proved them worthy of the benediction of Him who afterwards said, "And blessed is he whosoever shdl
find no occasion of gumbling in me"] 3 And when Herod the king heard it [his evil heart, full of
suspicions of dl kinds, caused him to keep Jerusdem full of spies; so that knowledge of the magi soon
reached his ears], he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. [Herod was troubled because his
success ontothethronewasthreatened, and Jerusalemwas troubled because it dreaded a conflict between
riva damants for the throne. A short time before this, certain Pharisees had predicted that "God had
decreed that Herod's government should cease, and his posterity should bedeprived of it." Inconsequence,
gx thousand Pharisees had refused to take the oath of alegiance to Herod, and a grest commotion had
ensued (Josephus xvii. 2, 4). Herod was determined to maintain hisrule at any cost. To secure himsdf
againg the clams of the house of the Maccabees, he had dain five of its princes and princesses, including
his favored wife Mariamne, thus extirpating thet line of pretenders. Of course, prophecy predicted that
Messiah should have the kingdom; but Herod's gnful heart hoped that these prophecies would not be
fulfilledinhisowntime. Modern Herods know concerning Christ's second coming, but hopethat it will be
postponed till their own career is finished. Modern Jerusaemites prefer their Herods with peace to
Messiah with revolution. Multitudesrest under the dominionof Satan, because they fear the revolutionary
conflict and struggle necessary to enthrone the Christinhisstead. Christ is the peace of the righteous, the
trouble of the wicked. Imperfect knowledge of him troubles, but perfect knowledge and love cast out
fear--1. Johniv. 18.] 4 And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people [This
isone of severa expressions which designatethe whole of or a portion of the Sanhedrin or Jewish court.
This body consisted of seventy-one or seventy-two members, divided into three classes, namdy, chief
priest, scribes, or lawyers, and elders, or menof age and reputation among the people. The Sanhedrinwas
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probably formed in imitation of the body of elders appointed to assst Moses (Num. xi. 16). It isthought
to have been indituted after the Babyloniancaptivity. Asthe scribestranscribed the Scriptures, they were
familiar withther contents, and wel skilled inther interpretation], he inquir ed of them [Herod showsthat
common but strange mixture of regard and contempt for the word of God which makes men anxious to
know its predictions, that they may form their plans to defeast him. The first inquirers for Jesus were
shepherds, the second were wise men, the third was a king, the fourth were scribes and priests. He
wakens inquiry among dl classes; but each uses adifferent means of research. The shepherdsaredirected
by angds, the wiss menby a star; the scribes by Scriptures; the king by counselors] where the Christ [the
fact that these foreigners came thus wondroudy guided, coupled withthe fact that the Kingthey sought was
one by birth (David's line having been so long apparently extinct), led Herod to the conclusion that this
coming King could be none other than the Messiah] should be born. [Thus, by light from different
sources, kingand priests and people were informed of the fact that M essiahwas newly borninto the world,
and the very time and place of his birth were brought to notice. God gave themthe fact, and |eft them to
make such use of it asthey would.] 5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem[It was generdly known
that Christ should be born in Bethlehem (Johnvii. 42). The very body or court which officialy announced
the birthplace of Jesus subsequently condemned him to death as an impogter] of Judaea: for thusit is
written [The quotation which follows in the sixth verse is takenfrom Mic. v. 2-4, but isfredy trandated.
The trandation sets the words of Micah in the language of the times of Herod, and therefore resembles
some of our modernattemptsat Biblica revison. The use which the scribes made of thisprophecy isvery
important, for it shows that the Jews origindly regarded this passage of Scripture asfixing the birthplace
of Messiah, and condemns as afruit of bigotry and prejudice the modern effort of certain rabbisto explain
away this naturd interpretation] through the prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, Art in
no wise least among the princesof Judah: For out of thee shall come forthagovernor, Who shall
be shepherd of my people lsrael. 7 Then Herod privily [Herod did not wishto give the infant dament
the honor and prestige of an open and avowed concern about him. Moreover, had he openly professed
a desire to worship the new King, dl Jeruslem would have been conscious of his hypocrisy, and some
would have found it hard to keep silent] called the Wise-men, and lear ned of them [Though Herod
sought Chrigt from improper motives, yet he used the best methods. Heasked aid of those versed in the
Scriptures, and aso of those proficient in science] exactly what time the star appeared. [That he might
ascertain, if possble, exactly on what night Christ had been born] 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem
[thus answering their question asked in verse 2], and said, Go and sear ch out exactly concerning the
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word, that | also may come and wor ship him.
[His meaning was, That | may come with my Judas kiss to betray and to destroy. Duplicity was a
well-known characterigtic of Herod. Hehad Aristobulus, the high priest, drowned by hiscompanionswhile
bathing, though they seemed to be only ducking him in sport. In thiscase Herod concedl ed fraud beneath
anappearance of piety. Religion isone of the favorite masks of the devil (I1. Cor. xi. 13-15). Itisashard
for the ambitious to avoid hypocrisy asit isfor therichto shunavarice] 9 And they, having heard the
king, went their way [No scribes were with them. The scribes were content with the theory asto the
place of Chrigt's birth, but desired no practical knowledge of the Babe himsdlf]; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east, went before them [guiding them], till it came and stood [thus stopping them]
over wheretheyoung child was. [A real or ordinary star would have stood indiscriminately over every
house in Bethlehem, and would have been no aid whatever toward finding the right child. For planetsto
gtand over any place, they must be inthe zenithand have an dtitude of ninety degrees. Thisdtar, therefore,
could not have been a conjunction of planets, for thar dtitude at Bethlehemisfifty-sevendegrees, and seen
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a this angle they would have led the magi ondown into Africa. The magi were undoubtedly favored with
aspecia revelaion asto the Babe and the star. It was probably given in adream similar to that spoken
of inverse 12. The gar, as one of the temporary incidentals of Chrigtianity, faded away; but the Sun of
righteousness which took itsplaceinthe spiritud firmament shineson, and shdl shineon forever.] 10 And
when they saw the gtar, they reoiced [a comfort restored is a comfort multiplied] with exceeding
great joy. [Thereturn of the star assured them that God would lead them safely and surdly to the object
of thar desires. Their joy was such as comesto those who come from seasons of dark doubt to theglories
of light and faith. The gar enabled them to find Jesus without asking questions, and bringing such public
attention to him aswould aid Herod in preventing his escape. Since the magi were guided by a star, they
wereforced to enter Bethlehemby night, and this contributed to the privacy of their coming and the safety
of Jesus] 11 And they came into the house [the humble home of the carpenter might have shook ther
faith in the roydty of the son, but the miraculous honors accorded him in the star and the Scripture raised
him in their estimationabove dl the humiliationof externa circumstances|, and saw the young child with
Mary hismother [she was the only attendant in this King's retinue--the retinue of imwho became poor
that we, out of his poverty, might be made rich|; and they fell down [The usud Oriental method of
showing either reverence or worship] and wor shippedhim[Itissafe to think that the manner inwhichthey
had been led to Jesus caused them to worship him as divine. Their long journey and their exuberant joy
at itssuccess indicate that they sought more than the great king of aforeign nation. The God who led them
by agtar, would hardly deny them full knowledge as to the object of their quest. Had their worship been
mere reverence, Mary would, no doubt, have been included init. We should note their faith. They had
known Christ but one day; he had performed no miracles, he had none other to do him homage; he was
but ahelplessBabe, yet they fdl down and worshiped him. Their faithistold for amemoria of them. They
worshiped him not as one who must win his honors; but as one already invested withthem. Whenwecome
to Chrigt, let us come to worship, not to patronize, not to employ him for sectarian uses, not to use him as
an axiom on which to base some vapid theologica speculation]; and opening their treasures they
offered unto him gifts [Oriental custom requires that an inferior shal approach his superior with a gift.
These gifts probably contributed to the sustenance of the parents and the child while in Egypt], gold and
frankincense[A white resin or gum obtained by ditting the bark of the Arbor thuris. Thebestissaidto
comefromPerda. Itisaso aproduct of Arabia It isvery fragrant when burned] and myrrh. [Itisaso
obtained from atree in the same manner as frankincense. Thetreeis similar to the acacia. 1t growsfrom
eight to ten feet high, and isthorny. Itisfound in Egypt, Arabiaand Abyssnia Myrrh means bitterness.
The gum was chiefly used in embaming dead bodies, as it prevented putrefaction. It was also used in
ointments, and for perfume; and as ananodyne it was sometimesadded towine] 12 And being war ned
of God in a dream [this suggests that as they came by night, so they were aroused and caused to depart
by night, that their coming and going might, inno way, betray the whereabouts of the infant King] that they
should not returntoHerod, they departedinto their omn country another way. [Theytook the road
from Bethlehem to Jericho, and thus passed eastward without returning to Jerusdem.]

Study Questions:
1. Where did the Wise-men come from? How many were there?
2. Why did the wise men go to Jerusdlem?
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What was Herod's reaction to hearing about the Wise-men's inquiry? What did he do?

What did Herod learn from the chief priests and scribes?

Wheat did Herod want to know from the Wise-men? Why might Herod of met with them in private?
What did Herod command the Wise-men to do after finding Jesus? What was Herod's reason for
wanting to see Jesus?

How did the Wise-men find Jesus?

What did the Wise-men do when they saw Jesus?

9. Did the Wise-men report the location of Jesus to Herod? Why?
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XIV.
FLIGHT INTO EGYPT AND SLAUGHTER OF THE
BETHLEHEM CHILDREN.

(Bethlehem and Road thence to Egypt, B. C. 4.)
MATT. 11. 13-18.

Bible Text:

213 Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appear eth to Joseph in a
dream, saying, Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou
thereuntil | tell thee: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 14 And he arose and
took the young child and his mother by night, and departedinto Egypt; 15 and wasthere until the
death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
saying, Out of Egypt did | call my son. 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the
Wise-men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the male children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two yearsold and under, according to thetime
which he had exactly learned of the Wise-men. 17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken
through Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 18 A voice was heard in Ramah, Weeping and great
mour ning, Rachel weeping for her children; And shewould not be comforted, because they are
not.

Bible Text with Commentary:

413 Now when they were departed [The text favors theideathat the arrival and departure of the
megi and the departure of Joseph for Egypt, dl occurred inone night. If so, the people of Bethlehem knew
nothing of these matters], behold, an angel of the Lord appear eth to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Arise[thiscommand cdlsfor immediate departure] and take the young child and his mother, and flee
into Egypt [Thisland was ever the refuge of | srael whenflesing fromfamine and oppression. One hundred
milesin a direct line from Bethlehem would carry Joseph well over the border of Egypt. Two hundred
miles would bring him to the river Nile. In Egypt he would find friends, possbly acquaintances. There
were at that time about one millionJewsinthe Nile vdley. In Alexandria, acity of 300,000, from one-fifth
to two-fifths of the population were Jews, two of the five wards being givenover to them; and the Tdmud
describes how, in its great synagogue, dl the men of like craft or trade sat together. Thus Joseph might
there find felow-craftsmen, asdid Paul in Corinth--Acts xviii. 3], and be thou there until | tell thee: for
Herod will seek the young child to destr oy him. [Thusjoy at the honor of the magi‘svist and worship
gives placeto terror at the wrath of Herod. The quiet days a Bethlehem are followed by anight of fear
and flight. The parents of Jesus were experiencing those conflicting joys and sorrows which characterize
the lives of al who have to do with Chrigt-- Mark x. 30; I1. Tim.iii. 12.] 14 And he arose and took the
young child and hismother by night, and departed into Egypt [What a criticism upon Israel when
Egypt, the house of bondage, the seeat of tyranny, the land of the immemorid enemiesof God's people, was
regarded as a place of refuge fromitsruler. Jesuswassaved by flight. God invariably prefersthe ordinary
to the extraordinary means]; 15 and wasthere until the death of Herod [as Herod died soon after the
flight into Egypt, the sojourn of the family of Jesus inthat land must have been brief, for they returned after
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his death]: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord [the message is the Lord's, the
words and voice are the prophet's] through the prophet [see Hos. xi. 1], saying, Out of Egypt did |

call my son. [This prophecy, no doubt, had a primary reference to the Exodus, and was an echo of the
wordsof Mosesat Ex. iv. 22, 23. Intheir type and antitype rel ationship the Old and New Testaments may
be likened to the shell and kernd of anut. Israd was Isradl, and God's Son, because it included in itself
theyet unformed and unbornbody whichwaslater to be inhabited by the spirit of the Word or Son of God.
The seed of Abraham was called out of Egypt, that the promised seed enveloped within it might have a
body and nature prepared inthe land of liberty, and not in that of bondage. |sragl was the outer shdll, and
Chrigt the kerndl, hence the double significance of the prophecy--the twice repeated movement of the
nationand the Man.] 16 ThenHerod, whenhe saw that he was mock ed [the magi, no doubt, intended
to returnto Herod, and would have done so but for the dream, but whenthey failed to return, they seemed
to Herod to have taken pleasure in decaiving him, and the very honesty of their conduct passed for the
lowest depth of cunning] of the Wise-men, was exceeding wroth [wroth at being made sport of, and
doubly wroth because of the serious matter asto whichthey presumed tojest], and sent forth [murderers,
suddenly], and slew[Thus early did persecution attend those associated withChrist (Matt. x. 24, 25). This
brutality was in keeping with Herod's character. Jealousy as to his authority led him to murder two high
priests, hisunde Joseph, hiswife, and three of his own sons, besides many other innocent persons. Fearing
lest the people should rejoice at his departure, he summoned the leading ditizens of dll the citiesof hisredm,
and, shutting them up in the circus grounds a Jericho, ordered his sster Sdlome and her husband to have
them al put to death at the moment when he died, that the land might mourn at his death] all the male
childrenthat were in Bethlehem[AsBethlehemwas not alarge place, the number of martyrs could not
have beenlarge. Itisvarioudy estimated that from twelveto fifty weredain. Had the parents of Bethlehem
known that Jesus was onthe way to Egypt, they might have saved their own children by giving information
as to the whereabouts of the right child; that is, if we may assume that they were told why their children
were being butchered], andinall the bor ders [Adjacent places; settlementsor houses around Bethlehem.
The present population of the town is fully five thousand; it was probably even larger in Chrigt's time]
ther eof, fromtwo year s old and under [ According to Jewishreckoning thiswould meandl childrenfrom
birthup to between twelve and thirteen months old, al past one year old being counted astwo yearsold],
accor ding to the time which he had exactly learned of the Wise-men. [Thatis, heused thar date as
abassfor hiscdculations. It islikdy that sx months had elapsed sincethe star appeared, and that Herod
doubled the months to make doubly sure of destroying the rival clamant. Not knowing whether the child
was born before or after the appearing of the sar, heincluded al the children of that full year inwhichthe
gar came] 17 Then wasfulfilled [Verses 6, 15 and 18 give us threedifferent kinds of prophecy. The
fird is direct, and relates wholly to an event which was yet future; the second is a case where an act
described is symboalic of another later and larger act; the last isa case wherewor ds describing one act may
be taken as fitly and vividy describing another later act, though the acts themsdves may bear small
resemblance. Maithew does not mean that Jeremiah predicted the daughter at Bethlehem; but that his
words, though spoken asto another occasion, were so chosen of the Spirit that they might befitly applied
to thislatter occasion] that which was spoken through Jeremiahthe prophet [Jer. xxxi. 15], saying,
18 A voice was heard in Ramah [Thisword means "highland” or "hill." The town lies Sx miles north of
Jerusdem. It was the birthplace and burid-place of the prophet Samud. It is dso supposed to be the
Aramathea of the New Testament. See Matt. xxvii. 57], Weeping and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children[Why thesetearful mothersin Bethlehem? Because that which Christ escaped
remained for hisbrethren, ther children, to suffer. If he would escape deeth, al hisbrethrenmust die. But
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he died that dl his brethrenmight live]; And she would not be comforted, because they arenot. [The
words here quoted were originaly written concerning the Babylonishcaptivity (Jer. xxxi. 15). Ramahwas
atown of Benjamin (Josh. xviii. 25). Jeremiah was carried thither in chainswith the other captives, but was
therereleased by the order of Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. xI. 1; xxxix. 11, 12). Here he saw the captives depart
for Babylon, and heard the weeping of the poor who were left in the land (xxxix. 10); hence the mention
of Ramah asthe place of lamentation. He represents Rachd as weeping, because the Benjamites were
descendants of Rachel, and, perhaps, because the tomb of Rachel was "in the border of Benjamin,” and
not far away (1. Sam. x. 2). Theimage of the ancient mother of the tribe risng from her tomb to weep, and
refusing to be comforted because her children were not around her, is inimitably beautiful; and thisimage
S0 grikingly portrayed the weeping in Bethlehemthat Matthew adopts the words of the prophet, and says
that they were here fulfilled. It was the fulfillment, not of a prediction, properly spesking, but of certain
wor ds spoken by the prophet.]

Study Questions:

When did Joseph take Mary and Jesus and depart for Egypt? How long did they stay?
How did Joseph taking Mary and Jesus to Egypt fulfill prophesy?

How had the Wise-men mocked Herod?

What did Herod do after being mocked by the Wise-men?

How did Herod determine which babies to kill?

Why might Herod have killed the babies?

How did the killing of babies in Bethlehem fulfill prophesy?

Noaks~wbdPE
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XV.
THE CHILD JESUS BROUGHT
FROM EGYPT TO NAZARETH.

(Egypt and Nazareth, B. C. 4.)
MATT. 11. 19-23; LukE11. 39.

Bible Text:

219 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appear ethin a dreamto Joseph
in Egypt, saying, 20 Ariseandtake the young child and his mother, and gointothe land of | sradl;
for they are dead that sought the young child'slife. 21 And hear oseand took theyoung child and
hismother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But whenhe heard that Archelaus wasregning
over Judaain the room of hisfather Herod, he was afraid to go thither; and being war ned of God
in adream, {they returned} *he withdrewinto the parts of Galilee, 23 and came and dwelt in a
city called Nazar eth; ‘their own city 2that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the
prophets, that he should be called a Nazarene.

Bible Text with Commentary:

219 But when Her od was dead [He died in the thirty-seventhyear of hisreign and the seventieth of
hislife. A frightful inward burning consumed him, and the stench of hissicknesswas such that hisatendants
could not stay near him. So horrible was his condition that he even endeavored to end it by suicide],
behold, an angel of the Lord [word did not come by the infant Jesus; he was "made like unto his
brethren” (Heb. ii. 17), and being a child, "he spake as achild" (1. Cor. xiii. 11), and not as an oracle]
appear ethin adreamtoJosephin Egypt [Joseph had obeyed the command givenat verse 13, and God
kept the promise contained therein. God ever keeps covenant with the obedient], saying, 20 Arise
[Happy Joseph! his path was ordered of God. Let us also seek such ordering. "In al thy ways
acknowledge him, And he will direct thy paths—-Prov. iii. 6] and take the young child and his mother,
and go into theland of Israel [The phrase "land of Israd™ origindly meant dl Paestine, but during the
period of the kingdom of the tentribesit wasrestricted to their portion of the country. After the captivities
and the return of Judah from Babylon the phrase resumed itsoriginad meaning, and henceit ishere used to
include al Pdlegtine. As Jesus "was not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israd™ (Matt. xv. 24), it
wasfitting that he return thither from Egypt]; for they ["They" is doubtless the plurd of mgesty; though it
may include others unknown to us, who were employed by himor advised him] ar e dead [How prophetic
the words! Christ's enemies die, but he lives on. How innumerable this host of opposers! Persecutors,
oppressors, infidds, critics, literatures, organizations, principaities and powers, avast and motley array of
forces, have sought the life of Jesus, have made a great noise in the world, and died away in silence.
Pharoahs, Neros, Diocletians, many a Charles, Torquemada and Bloody Mary have come up and gone
down, but the king of Isradl lives on] that sought the young child'slife. 21 And he arose and took
the young child and his mother, and came [The lengthof his sojournin Egypt isuncertain. Itisvarioudy
estimated at fromtwo weeksto morethansevenmonthg intothe land of I srael. 22 But when heheard
[Joseph heard this on entering Palestine. As he knew of Herod's desth by revelation, and hence before
any one eseinEgypt, there was no one there to tell him who succeeded Herod] that Archelaus [By his
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last will and testament Herod divided hiskingdomamong three of his sons, and Augustus Caesar consented
to the provisionof thiswill. Archelaus, under the title of Ethnarch, received Judass, |dumaes, and Samaria;
Antipas, under the title of Tetrarch, received Gdlilee and Peraas; and Philip, under the title of Tetrarch,
received Trachonitis (with Iturses), Batanaes, and Auranitis. Each of these sons bore the name of Herod,
likether father. Augustus withheld from Archelaus the title of king, promising it to im"if he governed that
part virtuoudy." But in the very beginning of his reign he massacred three thousand Jews at once, in the
temple, at the time of the Passover, because they caled for justice upon the agents who performed the
barbarities of his father's reign. Not long after this a solemn embassy of the Jews went to Rome, and
petitioned Augugtus to remove Archelaus, and make hiskingdom a Roman province. After areignof nine
years, Archelaus was banished to Vienne, inGaul, wherehe died in A.D. 6. After im Judaeahad no more
native kings, and the scepter was clean departed from Judah. The land became a Roman province, and
itsgovernorswere successively Quirinius, Coponius, Ambivius, Annius Rufus, Vderius Gratus, and Portius
Filate] wasreigning over Judaea in theroom of his father Her od [These words sound like an echo
of those employed by theembassy just referred to, for it said to Augustus concerning this man, "He seemed
to be so afraid lest he should not be deemed Herod's own son, that hetook specia careto proveit'], he
was afraid to go thither [As Matthew has spoken of Joseph residing a Bethlehem (and he did reside
therefor quite awhile after the birth of Jesus), the use of word "thither" impliesthat Joseph planned to return
to that town. Mary had kindred somewhere in the neighborhood (Lukei. 36, 39, 40), and doubtless both
parents thought that David's city was the most fitting place for the nurture of David's heir]; and being
warned of God in a dream [God permitted Joseph to follow the bent of hisfear. Joseph's obedience
shows himafit personfor the momentous charge entrusted to him], {“they retur ned} 2he withdrew[From
the territory of Archdausto that of Antipas, who was a man of much milder disposition. Asthe brothers
were on no good terms, Joseph felt sure that in no case would Antipas ddliver him and histo Archelaus]
into the parts of Galilee[It means "circuit.” It isthe northern of the three divisons of the Holy Land. Its
population was very dense, and was amixture of Jaws and Gentiles. Hence dl Gdlilasans were despised
by the purer Jews of Judaeg], 23 and came and dwelt in a city called Nazar eth; ¢their own city [This
town liesonahillsde, girtinby fifteenhigher hills 1t is a secluded nook. Here Jesus grew up in obscurity
till he reached his thirtieth year. Here he spent about nine-tenths of his earthly life. Sweet humility!
Lowlinessis as rare and precious a virtue as pride is a plentiful and repugnant vice] that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken through the prophets [Matthew uses the plurd, "prophets,” because this
prophecy is not the actua words of any prophet, but isthe generd sense of many of them. Wehave noted
three kinds of prophecy; thisisthe fourthkind, viz.: one wherethe very trend or genera scope of Scripture
isitsdf aprophecy], that he should be called a Nazar ene. [The Hebrew word netzer means "branch”
or "sprout.” It isused figuratively for that which islowly or despised (Isa. xvii. 9; Ezek. xv. 1-6; Md. iv.
1). Seeadso John xv. 6; Rom. xi. 21. Now, Nazareth, if derived fromnetzer, answered to itsname, and
wasadespised place (Johnii. 45, 46), and Jesus, though in trutha Bethlehemite, bore the name Nazarene
because it fitly expressed the contempt of those who despised and rgjected him.]

Study Questions:

1. Why wasit safe for Joseph to return from Egypt with Mary and Jesus?

2. When leaving Egypt, where did Joseph firgt take Mary and Jesus? Why didn't they stay there?

3. Wheredid Josephtake Mary and Jesus after leaving the land of Israel? How did thisfulfill prophesy?
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XVI.
JESUS LIVING AT NAZARETH AND VISITING
JERUSALEM IN HISTWELFTH YEAR.

(Nazareth and Jerusalem, A. D. 7 or 8)
‘LukEIl. 40-52.

Bible Text:

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled withwisdom: and the gr ace of God was upon
him. 41 And hisparents went every year to Jerusalemat the feast of the passover. 42 And when
he was twelve years old, they went up after the custom of the feast; 43 and when they had
fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and his
parentsknew it not; 44 but supposing him to be in the company, they went a day'sjourney; and
they sought for himamong their kinsfolk and acquaintance: 45andwhenthey found himnot, they
returnedto Jerusalem, seeking for him. 46 And it cameto pass, after threedays they found him
inthe temple, sitting in the midst of the teacher s, both hearing them, and asking themquestions:
47 and all that heard himwere amazedat his understanding and hisanswers. 48 And when they
saw him, they were astonished; and hismother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with
us? behold, thy father and | sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How isit that ye
sought me? knew yenot that | must bein my Father's house? 50 And they under stood not the
saying which he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and cameto Nazareth; and
he was subject unto them: and his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus
advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Bible Text with Commentary:

40 And the child grew[Thisverse contains the history of thirty years. It describesthe growth of our
Lord as anatura, human growth (compare Lukei. 80); for, though Jesus was truly divine, he was also
perfectly man. To try to distinguish between the divine and human in Jesus, is to waste time upon an
impracticable mystery which is too subtle for our dull and finite minds|, and waxed strong [His life
expanded like other human lives. Helearned as other boys, he obeyed as other children. As he used
means and waited patiently for growth, so must each individua Chrigtian, and so must the church. Though
the latter isamydtica body, and animated by the Holy Spirit, it must nevertheless make increase of itsdlf
before coming to the perfect man--Eph. iv. 16], filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon
him. [These words describe briefly the life of Christ during the preparatory period at Nazareth. 1t was
aquiet life, but its snless purity made the Baptist fed his own unworthinesscompared toit (Matt. iii. 14),
and its sweet reasonableness ingpired in Mary, the mother, that confidence which led her to sanction,
without reserve, any request or commeand whichJesus might utter--John ii. 5.] 41 And his parents[Males
wererequired to atend the Passover (Ex. xiii. 7); but womenwerenot. The greet rabbi, Hilld (born about
B.C. 110, died A.D. 10), recommended that they should do so, and the practice was esteemed an act of
admirable piety] went every year [regular attendance upon worship is likewise enjoined upon us--Heb.
X. 25] to Jerusalemat the feast of the passover. [The Passover, one of the three great Jewish feasts,
commemorated the mercy of God in causing hisangel to "pass over” the housesin Isradl on the night that
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he dew dl the firstborn of Egypt. 1t took place at the full moon which occurred next after the verna
equinox. At it the firgtfruits of the harvest were offered (Lev. xxiii. 10-15). The second feast, Pentecost,
occurred fifty days later, and commemorated the giving of the law. At it thefirstfruitsof thewhest harvest,
in the form of bread (Lev. xxiii. 17), were offered. Thethird feast, or Tabernacles, occurred near the end
of September, or beginning of October, and commemorated the days when Isragl dwdt in tents in the
wilderness. It wasobserved asathanksgiving for theblessngsof theyear. Every adult mae Jewsdwelling
in Judsea was required to attend these three feasts. Josephustdls usthat the numbers assembled at them
in Jerusdem often exceeded two millions] 42 And when he was twelve year s old [ The incident which
Luke here reports is the only one given in the period between the return from Egypt and Jesus thirtieth
year. It showsthat Jesus did not atend the school of the rabbisin Jerusdlem (Mark vi. 2; John vi. 42; vii.
15). But welearn that he could write (John viii. 6), and thereislittle doubt but that he spoke both Hebrew
and Greek], they went up [the dtitude of Jerusdlem is higher than that of Nazareth, and the distance
between the two places is about seventy miles| after the custom of the feast [the cusom was that the
feast was cdebrated annudly in Jerusdem]; 43 and whenthey had fulfilled the days [eight daysindl;
one day for killing the passover, and seven for observing the feast of unleavened bread which followed
it--Ex. xii. 15; Lev. xxiii. 5, 6], asthey werereturning, the boy Jesus [Luke narrates something about
every dage of Chrigt'slife. He speaks of him as ababe (ii. 16), asalittle child (ii. 40), hereas aboy, and
afterwardsasaman| tarriedbehind in Jer usalem|to take advantage of the opportunity to hear the great
teachersinthe schools]; and his parents knewit not [Asvast crowds atended the Passover, it was easy
to lose sight of aboy amid the festal throng. Indeed, the incident is often repeated even to this day during
the feast seasons at Jerusdem|; 44 but supposing him to be in the company [We see here the
confidence of the parents, and the independence of the child. The sinlessness of Jesuswas not dueto any
exceptiona care on the part of his parents. Jews going to and from their fedtivalstraveled in caravans for
pleasure and safety. In the daytime the young folks mingled fredly among the travelers, and sought out
whatever companionship theywished. But in the evening, when the camp wasformed, and the tentswere
pitched, the membersof eachfamily came together], they went a day's jour ney [ They probably returned
by the way of Jericho to avoid passing through Samaria, because of the hatred existing between Jews and
Samaritans. In more moderns times the first day's journey is ashort one, and it was probably so then. It
was made so in order that the travelers might return to the city whence they had departed, should they
discover that they had forgotten anything--should they find that they had forgottenasack of med, ablanket
or achild]; and they sought for himamong their kinsfolk and acquaintance [thosewithwhomhewas
most likdy to have traveled during the day]: 45 and when they found him not, they returned to
Jerusalem, seeking for him. [Parentswho have temporarily suffered the loss of their children can esslly
imagine ther fedings. Chrig, though adivine gift to them, waslogt. So may we aso lose him, though he
beGod'sgfttous] 46 And it cameto pass, after three days [Each part of aday was reckoned asa
day whenat the beginning and ending of a series. The parentsmissed Jesus on the evening of the first day,
returned to Jerusalemand sought for imonthe second day, and probably found him on the morning of the
thirdday. Thedisciplesof Jesusasologt himinthegravefor part of oneday, and dl of the next, and found
him resurrected onthe morning of the third day--L uke xxiv. 21] they found himin the temple [Probably
in one of the many chambers which tradition says were huilt againg the wals of the temple and its
enclosures, and opened uponthe temple courts. The sacred secret which they knew concerning the child
should have sent them at once to the temple to seek for him, sitting [Jewish scholars sat uponthe ground
at the feet of thar teachers] in the midst [the teachers sat on semi-circular benches and thus partialy
surrounded by their scholarg] of the teacher s [these teachers had schools inwhichthey taught for the fees
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of their pupils, and are not to be confounded with the scribes, who were mere copyists], both hearing
them, and asking them questions [He was not teeching: the God of order does not expect childhood
to teach. Hewasamong themasamodest scholar, and not as aforward child. The rabbinica method of
indructionwasto state cases, or problems, bearing uponthe interpretationor gpplication of the law, which
casesor problems were to be solved by the pupils. For typica problems seeMatt. xxii. 15-46]: 47 and
all that heard him were amazed at his undersanding and his answers. 48 And when they [his
parents] saw him, they wer e astonished [Mary and Joseph stood as much in awe of these renowned
nationa teachers as peasants do of kings, and were therefore astonished that their youthful son presumed
to speak to them]; and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? [Her
language impliesthat Jesus had been fully ingtructed asto the time when his parentsand their caravanwould
depart for Gdlilee, and that he was expected to depart with them. Obedience to his higher duties
congtrained him to appear disobedient to his parents] behold, thy father [Aslegd father of Jesus, this
expressionwould necessarily have to be used when spesking of Joseph. But Jesus does not accept Joseph
as hisfather, aswe see by hisanswer] and | sought thee sorrowing. [Because they thought him lost]
49 And he said unto them [What follows are the first recorded words of Jesus; he here speaks of the
same being--the Father--towhomhe commended his spirit inhislast words uponthe cross (Luke xxiii. 46).
His last recorded words on earth are found at Actsi. 7, 8; hislast recorded words in heaven are found in
Rev. xxii. 10-20, but these last words are spoken through the medium of an angd], How is it that ye
sought me? [Mary, knowing dl that had been divinely reveded to her concerning Jesus, should have
expected to find him inthe temple] knewye not that | must [In this oft-repeated phrase, "I mugt," Jesus
setsforth that devotion (John iv. 34) to the will of the Father by which hiswhole life was directed] bein
my Father's [Literdly "the Father of me." Jesus invariably used the article in spesking of himsdf, and said
"the Father of me" and invariably omitted the article, and said, "Father of you," when spegking of his
disciples. Hisrdationship to the Father differed fromours, and God, not Joseph, was his father] house?
[See Johnii. 16, 17; viii. 35.] 50 And they understood not [It may seemstrange that Mary, knowing dl
that she did concerning the birthof Jesus, etc., did not grasp the meaning of his words, but we are dl dow
to grasp great truths, and failure to be understood was therefore a matter of daily occurrence with Jesus.
(Luke ix. 45; xviii. 34; Mark ix. 32; John x. 6.) Chrigt spoke plainly, but human ears were dow to
comprehend hiswonderful sayings. We need to be watchful lest our ears be censured for alike downess|
the saying which he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them [Jerusdem was among the
mountains, Nazareth among the hills|, and came to Nazareth [A beautiful and hedthful town, but so
lackinginpiety and learning asto formthe " dry ground" out of which it was propheticdly predicted that the
glorious and fruitful life of Jesus would oring. Here Christ rose above al times and schools and revealed
to manthat "life more abundant” than al kings, lawvgiversor sageshad ever discovered. Hischaracter, like
the New Jerusalem, descended from God out of heaven, and no educationobtainedinNazarethwill explain
it. The struggle of sdlf-made men with their early environment is noticegble to the last, but it is not so with
him. The discourses of Jesus are the outpourings of divine knowledge, and not the result of study or
sf-culture]; and he was subject [Our example in dl things, he here set before us that pattern of
obedience which children should observe toward their parents. 1n these years Jesus learned the trade of
his supposed father (Mark vi. 3). Christ was a laborer, and thereby sanctified labor, and showed that
dignity and glory belong to inward and not to outward conditions] unto them [His parents, Joseph and
Mary. We find no mention of Joseph after this, and the probability isthat he soon died]: and his mother
kept all these sayingsin her heart. [She had many treasured sayings of angdls, shepherds, wise men
and prophets. She now began to add to these the sayings of Chrig himsdf.] 52 And Jesus advanced
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inwisdom and statur e, and in favor with God and men. [Hedid not literally grow infavor withGod.
Thisisa phenomend expresson. Thefavor of God and mankept company for quiteawhile; but the favor
of God abode with Jesus when man's good will was utterly withdrawvn. Men admire holiness until it
becomes aggressive, and then they fdl an antagonism againgt it as great, or intense, as their previous
admiration.]

Study Questions:

1.
2.

©WooN O ®

How does L uke describe Jesus growth and development as a child?

What do welearnabout Josephand Mary by the fact that they went to the feast of the passover every
year?

What did Jesus do while His parents started their journey home?

When did Joseph and Mary find Jesus missing? What did they do?

Where did Joseph and Mary find Jesus? What was He doing?

Why might the people who heard Jesus in the temple have been amazed?

What did Mary ask Jesus? What was His answer?

Did Mary and Joseph understand Jesus answver? Why might they not have understood?

What did Jesus do after His parents found Him?
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PART SECOND.

BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF JOHN
THE BAPTIST, THE FORERUNNER.

XVII.

JOHN THE BAPTIST'S PERSON AND PREACHING.
(In the wilderness of Judasg, and on the banks of the Jordan,
occupying several months, probably A. D. 25 or 26.)
MATT. 111, 1-12; "MARK 1. 1-8; CLUKE 111. 1-18.

Bible Text:

b1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. °1 Now in the fifteenth year
of the reignof Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being gover nor of Judaea, and Her od being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, 2in the high priesthood of Annasand Caiaphas, theword of God came unto
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. 21 And in those days cometh John the Baptist
preaching in the wilder nessof Judaea, saying, 2 Repent ye for the kingdom of heavenisat hand.
3 For thisis hethat was spoken of through | saiah the prophet, °3 And he came intoall the region
round about the Jor dan preaching the baptismof repentance unto the remission of sins Peven %4
as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 2saying, °Behold | send my
messenger befor e thy face, who shall prepare thy way; “The voice of one crying in the wilder ness,
M ake ye ready the way of the Lord, Make hispaths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, And
every mountain and hill shall be brought low; And the crooked shall become straight, And the
rough way smooth; 6 And all flesh shall seethe salvation of God. 4 John came, who baptized
in the wilder ness and preached the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. 4 Now
John himsdf had hisraiment of °6 And was clothedwith3amel's hair and a leather n girdle about
hisloins; and hisfood was {*and did eat} 3 ocusts and wild honey. °5 And there 25 Then went out
unto him Pall the country of Judaea, and all they of Jerusalem; 2all the region round about the
Jordan 6 and they werebaptized of himinthe river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But whenhe
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said {‘therefore to the
multitudesthat went out to be baptizedof him} 2untothem, Ye offspring of viper s, who war nedyou
to flee from the wrathto come? 8 Bring forth ther eforefruit worthy of repentance: 9 and think
not {*begin not} #o say within your selves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you,
that God isable of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And even now the axe
‘also Aieth at the root of the trees: every treetherefore that bringeth not forth good fruit ishewn
down, and cast intothe fire. ©10 And the multitudes asked him, saying, What then must we do?
11 And he answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath
none; and he that hathfood, let himdo likewise. 12 And therecamealso publicans to be baptized,
and they said unto him, Teacher, what must we do? 13 And he said unto them, Extort no more
thanthat whichis appointed you. 14 And soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, what must we
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do? And hesaid unto them, Extort fromno man by violence, neither accuse any onewrongfully;
and be content withyour wages. 15 And asthe peoplewer ein expectation, and all menr easoned
in their hearts concerning John, whether haply hewerethe Christ; 16 John answered, saying
unto them all, *7 And he preached, saying, 211 | indeedbaptize {"baptized} 2you in {with} water
untorepentance: “But there {hethat} Pcometh after me he that is mightier than| | am not worthy
tobear: Pthe latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. °he shall baptize
you in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 17 whose fan is in his hand, thoroughly to {#*and he will
thoroughly} ‘cleanse his threshing-floor, and to {?and he will} ‘gather the {his} “wheat into his
{?the} “garner; but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire. 18 With many other
exhortations ther efore preached he good tidings unto the people.

Bible Text with Commentary:

1 The beginning of the gospel [John begins his Gospel from eternity, where the Word is found
coexigent withGod. Matthew beginswith Jesus, the humanly generated son of Abraham and David, born
in the days of Herod the king. L uke begins with the birth of John the Baptist, the Messiah's herad; and
Mark begins withthe minigry of Johnthe Baptist. While the three other evangdists take a brief survey of
the preparation of the gospe, Mark looks particularly to the period when it began to be preached.
Gospel means good news, and newsis not news until it is proclamed. The gospel began to be preached
or proclaimed withthe minigtry of John the Baptist (Luke xvi. 16). Hisministry wasthe dawn of that gospe
of which Chrigt's preaching was the sunrise] of Jesus [Our Lord's name as a human bang; it means
"Saviour"] Christ [Though thisis aso sometimes used asaname, it isin redity our Lord'stitle. 1t means
"the Anointed,” and is equivaent to saying that Jesus is our Prophet, Priest and King] the Son of God.
[Thisindicates our Lord's eternd nature; it was divine. Mark's gospd was written to establish that fact,
which is the foundation of the church (Mait. xvi. 18). John's Gospel was written for alike purpose (John
xX. 31). John uses the phrase "Son of God" twenty-nine times, and Mark seven times. As these two
evangelists wrote chiefly for Gentile reeders, they emphasized the divinity of Jesus, and paid less attention
to his Jewish ancestry.  But Matthew, writing for Hebrews, prefers the title "Son of David,” which he
appliesto Jesus some ninetimes, that he may identify himas the M essiahpromisedinthe seed of David--11.
Sam. vii. 12; Ps. Ixxii. 1-17; boxxix. 3, 4; oxxii. 11, 12.] °1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign
[Tiberius Caesar, stepson of and successor to Augustus, began to reign as joint ruler with Augustus in
August, A.U.C. 765 (A.D. 11). On Aug. 19, 767, Augustus died and Tiberius became soleruler. Luke
counts from the beginning of the joint rule, and his fifteen years bring usto 779. In August, 779, Tiberius
began his fifteenth year, and about December of that year Jesus would have completed histhirtieth year]
of Tiberius Caesar [HewasbornB.C. 41, died March 16, A.D. 37. Asaditizen hedisinguished himsdlf
asorator, soldier and public offidd. But asemperor hewasdothful, salf-indulgent, indescribably licentious,
vindictive and cruel. He was a master of dissmulation and cunning, and was a veritable scourge to his
people. But hedtill found flatterers even in Paestine, Caesarea Philippi, and the town Tiberias being named
for him], Pontius Pilate [see mention of him in account of our Lord's tria] being governor of Judaea
[ The province of Judasawas subdued by Pompey and brought under Romancontrol inB.C. 63. Itshistory
from that dete till the governorship of Filate canbe found in Josephus], and Her od [Also called Antipas.
The ruler who murdered John the Baptist and who assisted at the trid of Jesus] being tetrar ch [thisword
means properly the ruler of afourth part of acountry, but wasused loosely for any petty tributary prince]
of Galilee[This provincelay north of Samaria, and measured about twenty-five miles from northto south,
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and twenty-sevenmilesfromeast to west. It wasarich and fertile country], and his br other [half-brother]
Philip [He was digtinguished by justice and moderation, the one decent man in the Herodian family. He
married Sdlome, who obtained John the Baptist's head for a dance. He built Caesarea Philippi, and
trandformed Bethsaida Julius from avillage to acity, and died there A.D. 44. After his death his domains
became part of the Romanprovinceof Syria] tetrar ch of the region of Iturasa[A didrict thirty mileslong
by twenty-five broad, lying north of Batanaes, east of Mt. Hermon, west of Trachonitis. It received its
name fromJetur, sonof Ishmadl (Gen. xxv. 15). Itslshmaditeinhabitantswere conquered by Aristobulus,
king of Judaag, B.C. 100, and forced by himto accept the Jewishfath. They were marauders, and famous
for the use of the bow] and Trachonitis [A digtrict about twenty-two milesfromnorthto south by fourteen
fromeast towest. Itsname means"rough’” or "stony," and it amply deservesit. It lies between Iturasaand
the desert, and has been infested with robbers from the earliest ages. Itis cdled the Argob in the Old
Testament, "anocean of basdtic rock and boulders, tossed about inthewildest confusion, and intermingled
with fissures and crevicesin every direction”], and L ysanias [Profane history gives us no account of this
man. It telsof aLysanias, king of Chdcis, under Mt. Lebanon, who wasput to death by Mark Antony,
B.C. 36, or sixty-odd years before this, and another who wastetrarchof Abilenein the reigns of Cdligula
and Claudius twenty years after this. He probably was son of the first and father of the second] tetrarch
of Abilene [The city of Abila (whichcomesfromthe Hebrew word "abel," meaning "meadow”") iseighteen
miles from Damascus and thirty-eight from Baalbec. The province lying about it is mentioned because it
subsequently formed part of the Jewish territory, being given to Herod Agrippal. by Emperor Claudius
about A.D. 41], 2inthehigh priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas [Annas had been high priest 7-14
A.D., when he was deposed by the procurator, Gratus. Caiaphas was son-in-law of and successor to
Annas. Luke gives both names, one as the rightful and the other as the acting high priest. Compare Acts
iv. 6. Gentileinnovations had made sad havoc with the Jewish law asto thisoffice. Inthelast one hundred
and sevenyears of the temples exigencethere wereno lessthantwenty-eight highpriests. Lukeistheonly
one who fixesthe time when Jesus began his minisry. Helocatesit by emperor and governor, tetrarch and
high priest, as an event of world-wide importance, and of concern to dl the kingdoms of men. He
concelves of it as Paul did--Acts xxvi. 26], theword of God [The divine commission which bade John
enter his career as aprophet (Jer. i. 2; Ezek. vi. 1). Prophets gave temporary and limited manifetations
of God'swill (Heb. 1. 1, 2). Jesusis the everlasting and unlimited manifetation of the divine purpose and
of the very Godhead--John xiv. 9; xii. 45; Coal. i. 15; Heb. i. 3; II. Cor. iv. 6] came unto John, the son
of Zacharias, in thewilderness. [The wilderness of Judasis that amost uninhabitable mass of barren
ridges extending the whole length of the Dead Sea, and afew milesfurther north. Itisfrom fiveto ten miles
wide] 21 And in those days [Some take this expresson as referring to the years when Jesus dwdt at
Nazareth. But it is better to regard it as a Hebraism equivaent to "that age”’ or "that erd’ (Ex. ii. 11). It
contrasts the era when the Baptist lived with the era when Matthew wrote his Gospd, just aswe say "in
these days of enlightenment” when we wish to contrast the present time with the days of the American
Revolution] cometh John [he was cousinto Jesus| the Baptist [So caled because God first gave through
himthe ordinance of baptism. It has been erroneoudy thought by some that John borrowed this ordinance
fromthe Jewishpracticeof prosayte baptism. Thiscould not be, for John baptized hisconverts, but Jawish
prosalytes baptized themsdves. Thelaw required such sdf-baptism of dl personswho wereunclean (Lev.
xiv. 9; Num. xix. 19; viii. 7; Lev. xv., xvi.). Morethan twenty distinct cases are specified in which the law
required bathing or slf-baptism, and it is to these Paul referswhen he states that the law consisted in part
"of diversbaptisms' (Heb. ix. 10). Butthelaw did not requirethisof prosalytes, and prosayte baptismwas
a human gppendage to the divindy given Jewish ritud, just as infant baptism is to the true Chridtian ritud.
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Prosdlyte baptism is not mentioned in history till the third century of the Christian era. Neither Josephus,
nor Philo, nor the Apocrypha, nor the Targums say anything about it, though they al mention proselytes.
Infact, the oldest mentionof it in Jewishwritings isinthe Babylonian Gemara, which was completed about
five hundred years after Christ. The New Testament impliesthe non-existence of proselyte baptism (Mait.
xxi. 25; John i. 25, 33). John could hardly have been called the Baptist, had he used an old-timeritein
the accustomed manner. The Baptist wasalink between the Old and New Testament. Belonging to the
Old, he announced the New], preaching [Not sermonizing, but crying out a message as a king's herdd
meaking a proclametion, or a policeman crying "Firel" in adumbering town. His discourse was brief and
unembdlished. Its force lay in the importance of the truth announced. It promised to the Hebrew the
fulfillment of two thousand years of longing. It demanded repentance, but for anew reason. Theold call
to repentance had wooed with the promise of earthly blessngs, and warned with the threat of earthly
judgments; but John's repentance had to do with the kingdom of heaven and things eternal. 1t suggested
the Holy Spirit as areward, and unquenchable fire asthe punishment] in the wilder ness of Judaea [that
part of the wildernesswhich John chose for the scene of hisminigryis adesert plainlying aong the western
bank of the Jordan, between Jericho and the Dead Seg], saying, 2 Repent ye [to repent isto change the
will in reference to sin, resolving to Sn no more] for [John sets forth the mative for repentance.
Repentance is the duty, and the approach of the kingdom is the motive inciting to it. Only by repentance
could the people be prepared for the kingdom. Those who are indifferent to the obligations of an old
revelation would be ill-prepared to receive anew one] the kingdom of heaven isat hand. [Dan. ii. 44.
"Kingdom of heaven" is peculiar to Matthew, who usesit thirty-onetimes. He aso joins with the other
evangdigsincdlingit the kingdom of God. We know not why he preferred the expression, "kingdom of
heaven."] 3 For thisishethat wasspoken of through I saiah the prophet, °3 And he came [he made
his public appearance, and, like that of Elijah, it was a sudden one--1. Kings xvii. 1] into all the region
round about the Jordan [The Jordan valey iscdled inthe old Testament the Arabah, and by the modern
Arabs the Ghor. It is the deepest valley in the world, its lowest part being about thirteen hundred feet
below the leve of the ocean] preaching the baptism of repentance unto theremission of sins [asa
change leading to remission or forgiveness of Sing) Peven °4 asit iswritten in the book of the words
of Isaiah the prophet [Isaiah flourished from about 759 to 699 B.C.], 2saying, "Behold [The clause
beginning with "Behold," and ending with "way," is taken from Md. iii. 1. The Revised Verson makes
Mark quotethis passage asif it were from Isaiah, the reading being "written in I saiahthe prophet,” but the
King James version gives the reading "written in the prophets." Following the reasoning of CanonCook,
we hold that the latter was the origind reading--see Speaker's Commentary, note at the end of Mark i.]
| send my messenger [John the Baptist wasthat messenger] befor e thy face [Maachi says, "my face.”
"Thy" and "my" are used interchangeably, because of the unity of the Deity--John x. 30], who shall
prepare thy way [Mark says little about the prophets, but at the outset of his Gospe he calls attention to
the fact that the entire pathway of Jesus was the subject of prophetical prediction]; “The voice [Isaah xI.
3, 4, quoted from the LXX. The words were God's, the voicewas John's. So Paul also spake (1. Thess.
ii. 1-13). It was prophesied before he was born that John should be a preparing messenger for
Christ--Lukei. 17] of one crying in the wilder ness [ This prophecy of Isaiah's could relate to none but
John, for no other prophet ever made the wildernessthe scene of his preaching. But John dways preached
there, and instead of going to the people, he compelled the people to come out to him.  John was the
second Hlijah. Thedamsof dl who in these days professto be reincarnations of Elijah may betested and
condemned by this prophecy, for none of them frequent the wilderness|, M ake ye ready the way [See
adsolsa xxxv. 8-10. Isaah'slanguageis highly figuraive. It representsaband of engineersand workmen
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preparing the road for their king through a rough, mountainous digtrict. The figure was familiar to the
people of the East, and nearly every generationthere witnessed suchroad-making. Thehaughty Semiramis
leveled the mountains before her. Josephus, describing the march of V espasian, saysthat therewent before
him such as were to make the road even and straight, and if it were anywhererough and hard, to smooth
it over, to planeit, and to cut down woods that hindered the march, that the army might not betired. Some
have thought that Isaiah's prophecy referred primarily to the return of the Jewish captives from Babylon.
But it refersfar moredirectly to the minidry of the Bapti<t; for it is not said that the way wasto be prepared
for the people, but for Jehovah himsdlf. It is a beautiful figure, but the red preparation was the more
beautiful transformation of repentance. By inducing repentance, John wasto prepare the peopleto receive
Jesus and his apostles, and to hearken to their preaching] of the Lord, Make his paths straight. 5
Every valley shall befilled, And every mountain and hill shall be brought low; And the crooked
shall become straight, And the rough way smooth [Theliterd meaning of this passage is expressed at
Isa ii. 12-17. See dso Zech. iv. 7. Commentators give detailed application of this prophecy, and,
falowingtheir example, we may regard the Pharisees and Sadducees as mountains of sdlf-righteousness,
needing to be thrown down, and thereby brought to meekness and humility; the outcasts and harlots as
valeys of humiliation, needing to be exated and filled withhope; and the publicans and soldiers as crooked
and rough byways, needing to be straightened and smoothed with proper idedls of righteousness. But the
gpplicationisgenerd, and not to be limited to such details. However, civil tyranny, and ecclesiagtical pride
must each be leveled, and the rights of the common people must be exalted before for kingdomof God can
enter in]; 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. [Thislast clause of the prophecy is added by
Luke done. He lovestodwel uponthe universdity of Christ'sgospel.] °4 John came, who baptized in
the wilderness and preached the baptism of repentance unto theremission of sins. [Pardoning
mercy wasto befound in Chrigt, and dl ritesthenlooked forward to the deansing effected by the shedding
of his blood, as dl rites now look back to it. But in popular estimation John's baptism was no doubt
regarded as consummatinganimmediateforgiveness| #4 Now John himself [Himsdf indicatesthat John's
manner of life differed fromthat of his disciples. He did not oblige them to practice the full measure of his
abstinence] had hisraiment of [John's dress and food preached in harmony with hisvoice. Hisclothing
and fare rendered him independent of the rich and great, so that he could more fredy and plainly rebuke
their ans. Cdling othersto repentance, he himself set an example of austere sdf-denid. So much so that
the Pharisees said he had ademon--Maitt. xi. 18] °6 And was clothed with 3camel's hair [Camels were
plentiful inthe East. Their finer hair waswoven into elegant cloths; but that which was coarser and shaggier
was made into afabric like our druggets, and used for the coats of shepherds and came-drivers, and for
the covering of tents. Prophets often wore such cloth (Zech. xiii. 4), and no doubt it was the habitua garb
of John's prototype (Md. iv. 5), the prophet Elijah (I1. Kingsi. 8). In Elijah's day there was demand for
protest againg the sad havoc whichPhoenicianluxuryand licentiousnesswere making withthe purer moras
of lsradl; and in John's day a like protest was needed againgt a like contamination wrought by Greek
manners and customs. Both prophets, by thar austerity, rebuked such apostasy, and Jezebel answered
the rebuke by attempting Elijah'slife, while Herodias actualy took the life of John. Asaherald John was
suited to the King whose appearing he wasto announce, for Jesus was meek and lowly (Zech. ix. 9), and
had no formnor comelinessthat he should be desired--Isa. liii. 2], and a leathern girdle about hisloins
[Theloose skirts worn in the East required a girdle to bind them to the body. This was usudly made of
linen or sk, but was frequently more costly, being wrought with silver and gold. John's girdle was plain,
undressed leather]; and his food was {"and did eat} 3 ocusts [Locusts, like Westerngrasshoppers, were
extremdy plentiful (Jod i. 4; Isa xxxiii. 4, 5). Thelaw declared themdean, and thus permitted the people
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to eat them for food (Lev. xi. 22). Arabs il eat them, and in some Orienta cities they arefound for sde
inthe market. But they are regarded asfit only for the poor. They are frequently seasoned with camd's
milk and honey] and wild honey. [Canaan was promised as aland flowing with milk and honey (Ex. ii.
8-17; xiii. 15; I. Sam. xiv. 26). Many of thetreesin the plains of Jericho, such asthe padm, fig, manna, ash
and tamarisk, exuded sweet gums, which went by the name of tree honey, but thereis no need to suppose,
as some do, that this was what John ate. The country once abounded in wild bees, and their honey was
very plentiful. We have on the record an instance of the speed with which they could fill the place which
they sdected for their hives (Judg. xiv. 5-9). The diet of the Baptist was very light, and Jesus so speaks
of it (Matt. xi. 18). He probably had no set time for his medls, and al days were more or |less fast-days.
Thus John gave himsdf whally to his ministry, and became a voice--dl voice. Johntook the wildernessfor
achurch, and filledit. He courted no honors, but no Jew of histime received more of them, and by some
he was even regarded as Messiah--Luke iii. 15.] 5 And there 3 Then went out unto him Pall [A
hyperbole common with Hebrew writers and such as we use when we say, "the whole town turned out,”
"everybody wasthere," etc. Both Matthew and Luke show that some did not accept John'sbaptism (Matt.
xxi. 23-25; Luke vii. 30). But from the language of the evangdist we might infer that, first and last,
something like amillion people may have atended John's ministry] the country of Judaea, and all they
of Jerusalem; 2all the region round about the Jordan [The last phrase includes the entire river valey.
On both sides of the river between the lake of Galilee and Jericho, there were many important cities, any
one of which would be more apt to send itsdtizens to John's baptismthanthe proud capitd of Jerusdem];
6 and they wer e baptizedof him[Literdly, immersed by him. In every stage of the Greek language this
has been the unquestioned meaning of the verb baptizo, and it il retains this meaning in modern Greek.
Inaccordance withthis meaning, the Greek Church, in dl its branches, has uniformly practiced immersion
from the earliest period to the present time. Greek Christians never spesk of other denominations as
"baptizing by sprinkling,” but they say, "they baptize instead of baptizing." John's baptismwas indtituted of
God (John i. 33), just as Chrigtian baptism was indituted by Christ (Matt. xxviii. 19). The Pharisees
recognized John's rite as so important asto require divine authority, and even then they underestimated it,
regarding it asamere purification--Josgphus Ant. xviii. 5, 2] inthe river Jordan, confessing their sins.
[As John's baptism was for the remission of sins, it was very proper that it should be preceded by a
confesson. The context indicates that the confesson was public and generd. There is no hint of such
auricular confession as is practiced by the Catholics. See dso Acts xix. 18. John, writing to baptized
Chrigtians, bids them to confess their sins, that Jesus may forgive them (1. Johni. 9). Christian baptism
being dso for the remissionof Sns (Actsii. 38), the ordinance itsdlf is avery potent confessionthat the one
baptized has sns to be remitted, and it ssems to be a sufficient pubic expression of confesson asto Sns,
for while John's baptismcalled for a confesson of sins, Chrigtianbaptismcals only for a confessionof faith
inChrist--Actsxxii. 16; Rom. x. 9, 10; Mark xvi. 16.] 7 But whenhe sawmany of the Phariseesand
Sadducees [Josephus tdls us that these two leading sects of the Jews started about the same timein the
days of Jonathan, the high priest, or B.C. 159-144. But the sentiments which at that time divided the
people into two riva parties entered the mindsand hearts of the Jews immediately after the returnfromthe
Babylonian captivity. These returned Jews differed as to the attitude and policy which Isragl should
manifest toward the neighboring heasthen. Some contended for a strict separation between the Jews and
dl pagan peoples. These eventually formed the Pharisee party, and the name Pharisee means "the
separate.” Origindly these men were genuine patriots and reformers, but afterwards the mgority of them
became mereformdigts. Astheologiansthe Pharisees represented the orthodox party, and werefollowed
by the vast mgjority of the people. They believed (1) in the resurrection of the dead; (2) afuture sate with
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rewards and punishments; (3) angds and spirits; and (4) aspecia providence of God carried out by angds
and spirits. Asasect they are said to have numbered six thousand at thetime of Herod'sdeath. They were
the patriotic party, and the zedl otswere thar extreme section. They covered an extremely selfish pirit with
a pious formdism, and by parading ther virtues they obtained an dmost unbounded influence over the
people. By exposing ther hypocrisy, Jesus sought to destroy their power over the multitude, and incurred
that bitter enmity with which they pursued him to his death. But certain other of the captiveswho returned
from Babylon desired a freer intercourse with the pagans, and sought to bresk away from every restraint
which debarred therefrom. These became Sadducees. They consented to no other restraint than the
Scriptures themsalves imposed, and they interpreted these as laxly as possible. Some take their nameto
means "the party of 'righteousness, but morethink it comesfromtheir founder, Zadok, and isa corruption
of theword Zadokite. Zadok flourished 260 B.C. Histeacher, Antigonus Socheaus, taught him to serve
God disnterestedly--that is, without hope of reward or punishment. Fromhisteaching Zadok inferred that
there was no future state of rewards or punishment, and on this belief founded his sect. From this
fundamenta doctrine sprang the other tenets of the Sadducees. They denied dl thefour pointsheld by the
Pharisees, asserting that there was no resurrection; no rewards and punishments heresfter; no angels, no
spirits. They believed there was a God, but denied that he had any specia supervision of human affairs
(Mait. xxii. 23; Actsxxiii. 8). They were the materiaists of that day. Consdering al God's promises as
referring to thisworld, they looked upon poverty and distress as evidence of God's curse. Hencetorelieve
the poor was to snagaing God ininterfering withhismode of government. Far fewer than the Pharisees,
they were their rivalsin power; for they were the aritocratic party, and held the high-priesthood, with all
its glories. Ther high political pogtion, their grest wedlth, and the Roman favor which they courted by
consenting to foreign rule and pagan customs, made them a body to be respected and feared] coming to
his baptism, he said {‘ther efor e to the multitudesthat went out to be baptizedof him} 2unto them
[John spoke principaly to the leaders, but his denunciation indirectly included the multitude who followed
their leadership], Ye offspring of vipers [A metaphor for their likeness to vipers--aslikethemasif they
had beenbegotten of them. The viper was a species of serpent from two to five fegt in length, and about
one inchthick. Its head is flat, and its body a yelowish color, speckled with long brown spots. It is
extremdy poisonous (Actsxxviii. 6). John here usestheword figuratively, and probably borrowsthefigure
fromlsa lix. 5. It meansthat the Jewish rulers were full of guile and maice, cunning and venom. With
these words John gave them a vigorous shaking, for only thus could he hope to waken ther dumbering
consciences. But only onewho hashad avison of "theKing in hisbeauty," should presumethusto address
hisfdlow-men. The serpent isan emblem of the devil (Gen. iii. 1; Rev. xii. 9, 14, 15), and Jesus not only
repeated John'swords (Mait. xii. 35; xxiii. 23, 33), but he interpreted the words, and told themplanly that
they were "the children of the devil" (John viii. 44). The Jewish rulerswell deserved this name, for they
poisoned the religious principles of the nation, and accomplished the crucifixion of the Son of God], who
war nedyou to flee [John's baptism, likethat of Moses at the Red Sea (1. Cor. x. 2), wasaway of escape
from destruction, of rightly used. Christian baptism is dso such a way, and whosoever will may enter
thereby into the safety of the kingdom of Chrigt, but baptism can not be used as an easy hit of ritud to
charm away evil. 1t must be accompanied by dl the spiritua changes which the ordinance implies| from
the wrathto come? [Prophecy foretold that Messiah'stimeswould be accompanied withwrath(lsa. Ixiii.
3-6; Dan. vii. 10-26); but the Jews were al of the opinion that this wrath would be meted out upon the
Gentiles and were not prepared to hear John apply the prophecy to themsdves. To dl his hearers John
preached the coming kingdom; to the impenitent, he preached the coming wrath. Thus he prepared the
way for thefirgt coming of the Messiah, and those who would prepare the people for his second coming
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would do well to follow hisexample. The Bible has a voice of warning and denunciation, aswell aswords
of invitation and love. Whosoever omits the warning of the judgment, speaks but haf the message which
God would have him ddiver. God'swrath is his resentment againgt Sn--Maitt. xviii. 34; xxii. 7; Mak iii.
5] 8Bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance [John had demanded repentance, he now
demandsthefruitsof it. By "fruit" or "fruits" asLuke hasit, he meansthe manner of lifewhich showsared
repentance]: 9 and think not {begin not} [John nips their sef-excuse in the bud] o say within
your selves [spesking to your conscience to quiet it], We have Abraham to our father [The Jews
thought that Messiah would rule over them as a nation, and that dl Jewswould, therefore, be by birthright
aitizens of hiskingdom. They thought that descent from Abraham wasdl that would be necessary to bring
them into that kingdom. John's words must have been very surprising to them. The Tamud is full of
expressions showing the extravagant value which Jews of a later age attached to Abrahamic descent.
"Abraham," it says, "sts next the gates of hell, and doth not permit any wicked Isradlite to go down into
it." Again, it represents God as saying to Abraham, "If thy children were like dead bodies without Snews
or bones, thy merit would avail for them." Again, "A single Isradlite is worth more before God thandl the
people who have been or shdl be." Again, "Theworld wasmadefor their [Israd's| sake." This pride was
the moreinexcusable because the Jewswere clearly warned by their prophetsthat their privilegeswere not
exclusve, and that they would by no means escape just punishment for their sins (Jer. vii. 3, 4; Mic. iii. 11;
Isa xlviii. 2). John repeated this message, and Jesus reiterated it (Matt. viii. 11, 12; Luke xvi. 23). We
should note that in this preparation for the gospd a blow was struck at confidence and trust in carndl
descent. Birthgivesno manany privilegesinthe kingdomof God, for dl are born outside of it, and dl must
be born again into it (John i. 13; iii. 3); yet many dill daim peculiar rights from Christian parentage, and
infant baptism rests on this false conception. The New Testament teaches us that we are children of
Abraham by faith, and not by blood; by spiritual and not carna descent (Rom. iv. 12-16; Gd. iii. 26; vi.
15; Johniii. 39). It had been better for the Jews never to have heard of Abraham, than to havethusfasdy
viewed the rights which they inherited from him]: for | say untoyou, that God is able of these stones
toraise up childrenunto Abraham. [Johnmeant that their being childrenof Abrahamby natural descent
gave them no more merit than children of Abraham made out of sone would have. He pointed to the
stones along the bank of Jordan as he spoke.] 10 And even nowthe axe “also?ieth at the root of the
trees: every treetherefore that bringeth not forth good fruit ishewn down [The threatened cutting
down means the end of the probation of each hearer, when, if found fruitless, he would be cast into the fire
mentioned below], and cast intothe fire. [Used asfud.] 10 And the multitudes asked him, saying,
What thenmust we do? [Thisisthe cry of the awakened conscience (Actsii. 37; xvi. 30; xxii. 10). John
answered it by recommending them to do the very reverse of what they were doing, which, in their case,
wastrue fruit of repentance] 11 And he answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats [By
coat is meant the tunic, or inner garment, worn next to the skin. It reached to the knees, and sometimes
to the ankles, and generdly had deeves. Two tunics were aluxury in aland where thousands were too
poor to own even one. Wrath was coming, and he that would obtain mercy from it must show
mercy--Matt. v. 7], let himimpart to himthat hath none [For alike precept given to Chrigtians, seell.
Cor. viii. 13-15; Jas. ii. 15-17; I. Johniii. 17]; and he that hath food, let him do likewise. 12 And
there came also publicans [ The Roman Government did not collect itsown taxes. Instead of doing so,
it divided the empire into didtricts, and sold the privilege of collecting the taxes in these didricts to certain
capitdistsand menof rank. The capitdistsemployed agentsto do the actud collecting. These agentswere
usudly natives of the digtricts in which they lived, and those in Pdedtine were called publicans. Their
magters urged and encouraged them to make the most fraudulent and vexatious exactions. They
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systemdicaly overcharged the people and often brought false accusation to obtain money by blackmall.
These publicans were justly regarded by the Jews as apostates and traitors, and were classed with the
lowest and most abandoned characters. The system was bad, but its practitioners were worse. The
Greeksregarded the word "publican” as synonymous with" plunderer.” Suidas pictures the life of apublican
as "unrestrained plunder, unblushing greed, unreasonable pettifogging, shameless business.” The Turks
to-day collect by this Romanmethod. Being publicly condemned, and therefore continualy kept conscious
of their an, the publicans repented more reedily than the self-righteous Pharisees. Conscience is one of
God's greatest gifts, and he that destroys it must answer for it] to be baptized, and they said unto him,
Teacher [The publicans, though lowest down, gave John the highest title. Sdlf-abnegation isfull of the
virtue of reverence, but self-righteousness utterly lacksit], what must we do? 13 And he said untothem,
Extort no more than that which is appointed you. [Suchwastheir habitud, univers Sn. No man
should make hiscdlinganexcusefor evil-doing.] 14 And soldiers [These soldiers were probably Jewish
troops in the employ of Herod. Had they been Romans, John would doubtless have told them to worship
God] alsoasked him, saying, And we, what must we do? And he said unto them, Extort fromno
man by violence [The soldiers, poorly paid, often found it convenient to extort money by intimidetion.
Strong in ther organization, they terrified the week and enforced gratuities by acts of violence], neither
accuse any one wrongfully [John here condemns the cusom of blackmailing the rich by acting as
informersand fase accusers againgt them]; and be content withyour wages. [ The termwagesincluded
rations and money. The soldierswerenot to add to their receipts by pillage or extortion. Soldiers wages
were about three centsa day, so they were exposed to strong temptation. Yet John did not bid them
abandon their profession, and become asceticslikehimsdf. Histeachingswas practical. He alowed war
as an act of government. Whether Chridtianity sanctions it or not, is another question.] 15 And asthe
people wer e in expectation [Expecting the Christ--see Johni. 19-28], and all men reasoned in their
hearts concerning John, whether haply he were the Christ [Prophecy induced a Messanic
expectation. The scepter had departed from Judah, and Caesar's deputies ruled. Tetrarchs and
procurators hdd the whole avil government. Intheir handslay the power of life and death fromwhich only
Roman citizens could appeal (Acts xxv. 11). The power of the Jewish courts was limited to
excommunication or scourging.  The seventy weeks of Danid were now expiring, and other prophecies
indicated the fullnessof time. But distress, rather than prophecy, enhanced their expectation. Tiberius, the
most infamous of men, governed the world. Pontius Pilate, insolent, crud, was making life irksome and
meaddening the people. Herod Antipas, by a course of reckless apostasy and unbridled lust, grieved even
the rdigious sense of the hypocrite. Annasand Caigphasimpersonators of materidism, sat inthe chief seat
of spiritud power. Men might well ook for addiverer, and hasten with joy to hear of acoming King. But,
nevertheless, we could have no more forceful statement of the deep impression made by John's minigtry
than that the people were disposed to take him for the Christ]; 16 John answer ed, saying unto them
all, 7 And he preached, saying, 211 | indeed baptize {°baptized} 2you in {“with} water unto
repentance [That is, untothe completionof your repentance. Repentance had to begin beforethe baptism
was administered. After the sSinner repented, baptism consummated his repentance, being the symbolic
washing away of that from which he had repented and the bringing of the candidate into the blessings
granted to the repentant--Mark i. 4; Lukeiii. 3]: “But there {¢he that} [John preached repentance
because of acoming King; he nowannounceswho the Kingis. HepicturesthisKing as, first, administering
adifferent baptism from his own; second, as a judge who would separate the righteous from the wicked,
just as ahusbandman siftsthe whesat from the chaff] Pcometh after me [Subsequent to meinministry. But
Johnindicatesthat the coming of Christ would be closely coupled withhis own appearing. Oneevent was
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to immediatdly follow the other. So Maachi binds together in one time the appearing of both forerunner
and judge--Mdl. iii. 1-3] he that is mightier than | [mightier both to save and to punish], 2whose shoes
[The sandd then worn was a piece of wood or |eather bound to the sole of the foot to protect it from the
burning sand or the sharp stones. 1t wasthe forerunner of our modern shoeg] | am not worthy to bear [To
untie or carry away the shoe of the master or his guest was the work of the lowest dave of the household.
Asafigure of gpeech, the shoeis aways associated withsubjugationand davery (Ps. Ix. 8). John means,
"l am not worthy to be his servant.” John was smply the forerunner of Jesus; the higher office and honor
of being Jesus attendantswas reserved for others-—-Maitt. xi. 11]: °the latchet [thelaceor strap] of whose
shoes | am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit [That
which is here referred to was foretold by the prophets (Isa. xliv. 3; Jod ii. 28). In the early church there
was an abundant outpouring of the Spirit of God (Tit. iii. 5, 6; Actsii. 3, 4, 17; x. 44). This prophecy
began to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts i. 5; ii. 4). In the choice of the word "baptize' God
indicated through his prophet how full this flooding of the Spirit would be] and in fire [Many learned
commentators regard the expression "in fire" as a mere amplification of the spiritual baptism added to
express the purging and purifying effects of that baptism, but the context forbids this, for, in verse 10,
cadting the unfruitful treesinto the firerepresents the punishment of the wicked, and, inverse 12, the burning
of the chaff with fire does the same, and consequently the baptizing in fire of the intervening verse mug,
according to the force of the context, have the same reference. True, the expression "he will baptize you
inthe Holy Spirit and fire," does not separate the persons addressed into two parties, and, if the context
isdisregarded, might be understood as meaning that the same persons were to be baptized in both; yet the
context must not be disregarded, and it clearly separatesthem]: 17 whose fan [Winnowing shove. In
the days of John the Bapti<t, and inthat country at the present day, wheat and other grainwas not threshed
by machinery. It was beaten out by flails, or trodden out by oxen on some smooth, hard plat of ground
cdled the threshing-floor. These threshing-floors were usudly on eevations where the wind blew fredy.
When the grain was trodden out, it was winnowed or separated fromthe chaff by being tossed into the air
with afan or winnowing shovel. When so tossed, the wind blew the chaff away, and the clean grain fdl
uponthethreshing-floor] is in his hand [Ready for immediatework. Both John and Maachi, who foretold
John, are disposed to picture Jesus asthe judge (Md. iii. 2-5). Of dl the pictures of God which the Bible
gives, that of a judge is the most common and frequent], thoroughly to {*and he will thoroughly}
‘cleanse his threshing-floor [Removing the chalff is caled purging the floor. Humanity is a mixture of
good and bad, and to separate this mixture, save the good and destroy the bad, is the work of Christ. He
partiadly purges the floor in this present time by gathering his saints into the church and leaving the
unrepentant in the world. But heresfter on the day of judgment he will make a complete and fina
separati on between the just and the unjust by sending the evil fromhis presence and gathering hisowninto
the garner of heaven (Matt. xxv. 32, 33). He shdl dsowinnowour individud characters, and remove dl
evil from us--Luke xxii. 31, 32; Rom. vii. 21-25], and to {*and he will} ‘gather the {*his} ‘wheat into
his{®the} ‘gar ner [Easterngarnersor granarieswere usudly subterraneanvaultsor caves. Garneredgrain
rested in safety. It was removed from peril of birds, storms, blight and mildew. Chrigtians are now on
God's threshing-floor; hereafter they will be gathered into the security of hisgarner]; but the chaff [when
the Bible wishes to show the worthlessness and the doom of the ungodly, chaff is one of its favorite
figures—-Job xxi. 18; Ps.i. 4; Isa. xvii. 13; Jer. xv. 7 Hos xiii. 3; Md. iv. 1] hewill burn up [To prevent
chaff from being blown back and mixed againwiththe whest, it was burned up. All the cheff in the church
shall be consumed on the day of judgment (1. Cor. iii. 12, 13), and there shal be no mixing of good and
bad after death--Luke xvi. 26] with unquenchablefire. [Inthis and in other places (Il. Thess. i. 8, 9;
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Mark ix. 48; Matt. xxv. 41), the future suffering of the wicked istaught inthe Bible. He showsno kindness
to his neighbor, no friendship toward mankind, who conceals the terrors of the Lord. These terrors are
st forth in no uncertain terms. Many believe that God will restore the wicked and eventudly save dl the
humanrace. Othershold that God will annihilate the wicked, and thus end their torment. This passage and
the one citedinMark would be hard to reconcile with either of these views;, they indicatethat therewill be
no arrest of judgment nor stay of punishment when once God begins to execute his condemnation. God
purged the world with water at the time of the flood; he will again purge it with fire on the day of
judgment--11. Pet. iii. 7-10.] 18 With many other exhortations [ The sermonhere givenisinthe nature
of asummary. It embodies the substance of John's preaching. Afterwards John preached Christ more
directly--Johni. 29-36] ther efor e preached he goodtidingsuntothe people. [but, likethe good tidings
of theangd a Bethlehem, it was good only to those who, by repentance, made themsalves well pleasing
to God.]

Study Questions:

1. What was the beginning of the gospd of Jesus Chrigt?

2. Who wasthe governor of Judeaand the tetrarch of Gdileg? What role did they play in the crucifixion
of Jesus?

3. Who were the high priests? Why were there two high priests? What part did they play in the

crucifixion of Jesus?

What did John the Baptist preach? How did John's preaching fulfill 1saiah's prophesy?

What does "repent” mean?

Explain John's baptism (baptism of repentance unto the remisson of Sng).

What was John's dress and diet?

What did John say to the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptisn? Why did he cal them

offspring of vipers?

9.  Why did John tdll them not to say, "We have Abraham to our father?"

10. What did John tell the people to do?

11. Why might the people think that John was the Christ?

12. What lines of digtinction did John draw between himsdlf and the Christ?

N O A
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PART THIRD.

BEGINNING OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY.

XVIII.

JESUS BAPTIZED BY JOHN IN THE JORDAN.
(Jordan east of Jericho, Spring of A. D. 27.)
MATT. 1. 13-17; P"MARK 1. 9-11; “LUKE I11. 21-23.

Bible Text:

9 And {313 Then} it came to passin those days, that Jesus came {#cometh} Pfrom Nazar eth
of Galileg, 2o the Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. Pand was baptized of John in the
Jordan. 214 But John would have hinderedhim, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me? 15 But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it now: for thusit becometh
ustofulfil all righteousness. Then hesuffereth him. 21 Nowit came to pass, whenall the people
were baptized, that, Jesus alsohaving been{#16 And Jesus, whenhe was} “baptized, and praying,
10 And straightway coming up out of {went up straightway from} "the water, 2and lo, °he sawthe
heavensrent asunder, 2the heavens were {“heavenwas} “opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit
of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him; 22 and the Holy Spirit descendedin a bodily
form, as adove, uponhim, 217 and lo, a voice ‘came 2out of the heavens, {*heaven}, 2saying, This
is{Pthou art} ®my beloved Son, in whom {¢in thee} 2 am well pleased. 23 And Jesus himsalf,
when he began to teach, was about thirty years of age.

Bible Text with Commentary:

9 And {13 Then} it came to passin those days, that Jesus came {?cometh} Pfrom Nazar eth
of Galilee, *tothe Jordan[Traditionfixesuponaford of Jordan east of Jericho asthe place where Jesus
was baptized. Itisthe same section of the river which opened for the passage of |srael under Joshua, and
later for Elijahand Elisha. Thisford is seventy or eighty miles from Nazareth] unto John, to be baptized
of him. [Heset out fromNazareth, intending to be baptized. Such washisintentionbefore he heard John
preach, and he wastherefore not persuaded to do it by the preaching. His righteousness was not the result
of human persuasion.] Pand was baptizedof John in [Greek "into." The body of Jesus wasimmersed or
plungedintothe river] the Jordan. 214 But John would have hinder ed him [It seemed to John too grest
an honor for him to baptize Jesus, and too great a humiliation for Jesusto be baptized. There is some
dispute as to how John came to know this righteousness of Christ, which prompted his protest. The one
natura explanationis, that the intimacy of the two familiesindicated at the beginning of Luke's account had
been kept up, and John knew the history of hiskingman]|, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee
[those are most fit to administer an ordinance who have themsdves degply experienced the need of it], and
comest thou to me? [John felt that he needed Jesus baptism, but could not think that Jesus needed his.
Thewords"l," "theg" "thou," and "me," show that John contrasted the baptizers as well as the baptisms.
As a human being he marveled that the Son of God should come to him to be immersed. The comings of
Jesus and the purposes for which he comes are il the greatest marves which confront the minds of men.
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Moreover, it should be noted that this protest of John's needed to be made, for it saved Jesus from being
baptized without explanation, as if he were a Snner. Baptiam without such explanaion might have
compromised our Lord's clamsasthesnlessone] 15 But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it
now [Permit me for this moment to appear as your inferior. The future will make plain and clear the
difference between us, both as to our missons and our natures. The words show a Messanic
consciousness on the part of Jesus]: for thus it becometh us [Some take the word "us' asreferring to
Jesus and John, but the clause "to fulfil al righteousness’ shows that "us’ refers to Jesus, and he usesthe
plura to show that it aso becometh al of ug] to fulfil all righteousness. [Jesus came not only to fulfill
al the requirements of the law, but dso dl that wider range of righteousness of which the law was only a
part. 1. Though John's baptism was no part of the Mosaic ritud, it was, nevertheless, a precept of God,
given by his prophet (John i. 33). Had Jesus neglected or refused to obey this precept he would have
lacked a portion of the full armor of righteousness, and the Pharisees would have hastened to strike him
at thisloosejoint of his harness (Maitt. xxi. 23-27). 2. It was the divindy appointed method by which the
Messiahship of Jesus was to be reveaed to the witness John (John i. 33, 34). We should note here that
those who fall to obey God's ordinance of baptiam fail (1) to follow the example of Jesusin fulfilling the
divine will and precepts; (2) to obey one of the postive commands of dmighty God spoken by his own
Son.] Thenhe suffer eth him. [John's humility caused himto shrink from this duty, but did not make him
willfully persgt indediningit. Humility ceasesto be avirtue when it kegps us from performing our alotted
tasks] “21 Now it cameto pass, when all the people wer e baptized [ This may meanthat, onthe day
of his baptism, Jesus was the last candidate, and hence his baptism was the most conspicuous of dl; but
it more probably means that Jesus was baptized in the midst of John's work--at the period when his
baptisnwasingreatest favor], that, Jesus al sohaving been{?16 And Jesus, whenhe was} “baptized,
and praying [All divine ordinances should be accompanied withprayer. Luke frequently notes the times
when Jesus prayed. Here, at the entrance of his minigtry, he prayed, and at the last moment of it he dso
prayed (Luke xxiii. 46). In his highest exultation & the trandfiguration (Luke ix. 29), and in the lowest
depths of the humiliation in Gethsemane (Luke xxii. 41), he prayed. He prayed for his gpostles whom he
chose (Luke vi. 12), and for his murderers by whom he wasrejected (Luke xxiii. 34). He prayed before
Peter confessed him (Luke ix. 18), and aso before Peter denied him--Luke xxii. 32], °10 And
straightway coming up out of {3went up straightway from} "the water [the two prepositions, "out of"
and "from," show that Jesus was not yet fully out of the river, and that the vision and the voice were
immediatdy associated with his baptism], 2and lo, *he saw [The statement that he saw the Spirit
descending, which is dso the language of Matthew, has beentaken by some asimplying that the Spirit was
invighbleto the multitude. But we know from John's narrativethat it was al so seen by John the Baptist (John
i. 33, 34), and if it was visble to him and to Jesus, and if it descended, as Luke affirms, in abodily shape
like a dove (Lukeiii. 22), it would have required amiracle to hideit from the multitude. Moreover, the
object of the Spirit's visble gppearance was to point Jesus out, not to himself, but to others; and to point
himout asthe person concerning whomthe voice fromheavenwas uttered. No doubt, then, the Spirit was
visble and the voice audible to all who were present *] the heavensrent asunder [for], éthe heavens
wer e {*heaven was} *opened unto him [The heavens open at the beginning of Jesus minisiry to honor
him, and at the end of it to receive him. Chrit isthe opener of heavenfor dl men|, and he sawthe Spirit
of God descending [the Spirit came upon Jesus to give him the miraculous power which he afterward
exerted--Lukeiv. 14] asa dove [Thatis, likeadove. All four evangdids are careful to inform usthat it
was not an actua dove], and coming upon him; 22 and the Holy Spirit descendedin a bodily form
[Lightfoot suggeststhat the Spirit thus descended that he might be revealed to be a persona substance and
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not merely an operation of the Godhead, and might thus make a sensible demonstration as to his proper
place in the Trinity], as a dove [The descent of the Spirit upon Jesus was in accordance with prophecy
(Isa xi. 2; Ixi. 1). The dove shape suggests purity, gentleness, peace, etc. Jesus makes the dove asymbol
of harmlessness (Matt. x. 15). In fact, the nature of this bird makes it a fit emblem of the Spirit, for it
comports well with the fruits of the Spirit (Gd. v. 22, 23). The nations of the earth emblazoneaglesupon
their banners and lions upon their shidds, but He who shdl gather dl naions into his kingdom, appeared
as a Lamb, and his Spirit appeared under the symbol of adove. Verily hiskingdom isnot of this world.
Itisakingdomof peace and love, not of bloodshed and ambition. Noah'sdove bore the dlive branch, the
symbol of peace, and the Holy Spirit manifested Jesus, God's olive branch of peace sent into this
world--Ps. Ixxii. 7; Lukeii. 14; John xiv. 27; Eph. ii. 11-18], upon him, 217 and lo, a voice ‘came 2out
of the heavens, {*heaven} [Voices from heaven acknowledged the person of Chrigt at his birth, his
baptism, his trandfiguration and during the concluding days of his minigtry. At his baptism Jesus was
honored by the attestation of both the Spirit and the Father. But the ordinance itself was honored by the
sengble manifestation of each severa personality of the Deity--that the threeinto whose name we ourselves
are dso baptized], 2saying, Thisis{"thouart} [The"thisis," etc. of Matthew are probably the words as
John the Baptist reported them; the "thou art,” etc., of Mark and Luke are the words as Jesus actudly
heard them. The testimony of the Father is in unreserved support of the fundamental proposition of
Chridtianity on which the church of Chrigt isfounded (Matt. xvi. 15-18). On this point no witnessin the
universe was so well quaified to spesk as the Father, and no other fact was so well worthy the honor of
being sanctioned by his audible utterance asthis. Thetestimony of Chrigt'slife, of hisworks, of the Baptist
and of the Scriptures might have been sufficient; but when the Father himsdf speaks, who shdl doubt the
adequacy of the proof?] 2my beloved Son [See aso Matt. xvii. 5. The Father himsdf dates that
relationship of whichthe apostle John so often spoke (Johni. 1). Adam wasmade (Gen. i. 26), but Jesus
was begotten (Ps. ii. 7). Both were sons of God, but in far different senses. The baptism of Jesus bears
many marked relaionshipsto our own: 1. At hisbaptism Jesus was manifested asthe Son of God. At our
baptisnwe are likewise manifested as God's children, for we are baptized into the name of the Father, and
are thereby permitted to take upon ourselves hisname. 2. At his baptism Jesus was fully commissioned
as the Chrigt. Not anointed with materid oil, but divindy consecrated and qualified by the Spirit and
accredited by the Father. At baptism we also received the Spirit (Johniiii. 5; Acts ii. 38; xix. 1-6), who
commissions and empowers us to Chrigtian ministry--Actsi. 8; 1. Johniii. 24], inwhom{‘in thee} [Some
makethe phrases"inwhom" and "inthee" to meanmore thansmply a declaration that God is pleased with
Jesus. They seein it dso the satement that the Father will be pleased with adl who are 'In Chrigt
Jesus'--Eph. i. 6] @ am well pleased. [Itisno dight condemnation to be wel pleasing to God (Job iv.
18). Itisthe Chrigian'sjoy that his Saviour had this commendation of the Father at the entrance uponhis
minigry.] ©23 And Jesus himself, whenhe begantoteach, was about thirty yearsof age. [Theage
whena L eviteentered on God's service (Num. iv. 3, 47); at whichJoseph stood before Pharaoh (Gen. xli.
46); a which David began to reign (1. Sam. v. 4). Canon Cook fixes the date of Christ's baptism in the
soring A.U.C. 780. Wisder in the summer of that year, and Ellicott in the winter of that year.]

* Recognizing the weight of Bro. McGarvey's argument, | nevertheless contend that the multitude only shared
partialy in such a vision, if they shared it & dl; for 1. There is no Scripture which even hints that the vision was seen
by more than the two inspired parties, Jesus and John; and, on the contrary, the words of Jesus at John v. 37, though
not addressed to the specific audience present a his baptism, were addressed to the Jews generaly. 2. Jesus was to be
manifested by his character and teaching rather than by heavenly sights and sounds (Matt. xii. 39), and the mysteries
of the kingdom (Matt. xiii. 11), and the opened heavens (John i. 50, 51), with many other manifestations, were reserved
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for believers (John xii. 28-30; Matt. xvii. 1, 2, 9; Actsi. 9; vii. 55, 59; x. 40, 41), and are still so reserved (1. Cor. ii. 14). As
to the arguments given above, we suggest that "bodily shape" does not insure universa sight. Baalam did not see what
the ass saw (Num. xxii. 21-31). Again, it may be true that Jesus did not need to see the vision to "point him out to
himself,” but he must have needed it for some purpose, for it is twice asserted that he saw it, and the temptations which
immediately follow show that assurances of his divinity at this particular time were by no means misplaced.

Study Questions:

Where was Jesus baptized? What city did he leave when he went to be baptized?
Who baptized Jesus?

Why was Jesus baptized? Are we baptized for the same reason? Explain.

Why might John have hindered Jesus from being baptized?

What did Jesus do after being baptized?

What happened when the heavens were rent asunder?

What was the sgnificance of the Spirit descending in a bodily form as a dove?
What was the sgnificance of the voice from heaven?

What did Jesus begin doing after His baptisn? How old was He?

OWCo~NogakwNPRE
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XIX.

JESUS TEMPTED IN THE WILDERNESS.
MATT.Iv. 1-11; PMARK 1. 12, 13; LUKEIV. 1-13.

Bible Text:

1 AndJesus, full of the Holy Spirit, retur nedfromthe Jordan, °12 And straightway the Spirit
driveth him forth “and 21 Thenwas Jesusled up of the Spirit into the wilder nessto be tempted
of the devil. P13 And he wasedin the Spirit in the wilderness 2 duringforty days, being tempted
of PSatan; the devil, Pand he was with the wild beasts; “And he did eat nothing in those days. and
whenthey were completed, 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he afterward
hungered. 3 And the tempter came °3 And the devil said unto him, If thou art the Son of God,
command this stone that it {*command that these stones} become bread. 4 But he{°4 And Jesus}
danswer edand said, ‘unto him, It iswritten, M anshall not live by bread alone. 2but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouthof God. 5 Then the devil taketh himinto the haly city; “9 And
he led him to Jerusalem, #and he set himon the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and saith {“said} 2unto
him, If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down: rom hence: 10for it iswritten, He shall give
hisangels charge concerning thee, toguard thee: 11and, Ontheir handsthey shall bear theeup,
L est haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, #again it
iswritten {°said,}, ®Thou shalt not maketrial of the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him
unto an exceeding high mountain, % And he led him up, 2and showeth {°showed} #him all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; %in amoment of time. 29 and he ‘the devil said unto
him, Totheewill | giveall thisauthority {?All these thingswill I give thee,}, and the glory of them:
for it hath beendeliver edunto me; and towhomsoever | will | giveit. 7 If thoutherefore wilt ?fall
down and wor ship ‘before me, it shall all be thine. 8 And 210 Then “Jesus answer ed and said
{saith} “unto him, 2Get thee hence, Satan: for it iswritten, Thou shalt wor ship the Lord thy God,
and himonly shalt thouser ve. 13 And whenthe devil had completedevery temptation, 211 Then
the devil leaveth {*he departeth from} himfor aseason. 2and behold, angels came and ministered
unto him.

Bible Text with Commentary:

1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, retur nedfromthe Jordan, 12 Andstraightway the Spirit
driveth him forth “and 21 Then [Just after his baptism, with the glow of the descended Spirit till upon
him, and the commending voice of the Father ill ringing in his ears, Jesus is rushed into the suffering of
temptation. Thus abrupt and violent arethe changesof life. The spiritudly exated may expect these sharp
contrasts. After being inthethird heaven, Paul had amessenger of Satan to buffet him--11. Cor. xii. 7] was
Jesusled up [Thetwo expressions "driveth" and "led up" show that Jesus was drawn to the wilderness
by an irresgtible impulse, and did not go hither of his own valition (Ezek. xI. 2). He was brought into
temptation, but did not seek it. Hewasled of God into temptation, but was not tempted of God. God may
bring usinto temptation (Mait. vi. 13; xxvi. 41; Job i. 12; ii. 6), and may make temptation a blessng unto
us, tempering it to our strength, and making us stronger by the victory over it (I. Cor. x. 13; Jas. i. 2, 12),
but God himsdlf never tempts us-Jes. i. 13] of the Spirit into the wilder ness [The wilderness sets in
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back of Jericho and extendsthence dong the whole westernshore of the Dead Sea. The northern end of
this regionis in full view from the Jordan as one looks westward, and a more desolate and forbidding
landscape it would be hard to find. 1t isvainto locate the temptation in any particular part of it. Jesusmay
have wandered about over nearly dl of it] to be tempted of the devil. [Asasecond David, Jesus went
forth to meet that Goliath who had so long vaunted himsdlf againgt dl who sought to serve God, and had
as yet found none to vanquish him. The account of the temptation mugt have been given to the disciples
by Jesus himsdlf, and asiit pleased him to giveit to us as an actud history of real facts, it behooves usto
accept it without being presumptuoudy inquisitive. Of course, it has supernatura features, but the
supernatura confronts us dl through the life of Jesus, so there is nothing strange about it here. Jesus had
taken upon him our flesh, and hence he could be tempted, with a possihility of faling. But his divinity
insured his victory over temptation. He became like usin ahility to fall, that he might make us like unto
himsdf in power to resst. It behooved him to be tempted, that thus sharing our nature with its weskness
and temptationhe might bring usto share his nature withits strength and sinlessness (Heb. ii. 17, 18; iv. 15,
16). Sinlessness does not preclude temptation, else Adam could not have beentempted, nor could Satan
himsdf have fdlen. Moreover, temptationisin so sensedn. Itistheyidding of thewill to temptation which
condtitutes Sn. The spiritud history of humanity revolves around two persons, namdly, the first and the
second Adam. The temptation of Christ was asred as that of Adam. He had taken upon himsdf our
temptable nature (Phil. ii. 7, 8), and he was tempted not as a private soldier, but asthe second Adam, the
Captain of our savation (Heb. ii. 10-18). The failure of the first Adam brought sorrow, darkness and
death; the success of the second Adam brought joy, light and immortality. One of the tenets of modern
infiddity is the denid of the persondity of the devil. It is asserted that the idea of a devil was not known
to the early Hebrews, but was borrow from Persian dudism. The Persans held that there were two
contending deities—-a good one and a bad one; and the Hebrews, according to these critics, learned this
doctrine from the Persians during the days of their Babylonian captivity, and modified it so that the god of
evil becamethe devil. But such atheory is based upon the absurd notion that al the books of the Old
Testament were written after the return of the Jews from Babylon. Their theory requires this notion, for
the books of Genesis and Job, which were written centuries before the captivity, both show a knowledge
of this being, and the first connects him and his work with the very beginning of humanhigtory. Thosewho
believein the inspiration of the Scriptures must dso believe in the persondity of the devil, for they plainly
teech it. Thedevil isafdlenangd (Jude 6; I1. Pet. ii. 4). Thisdoctrine need startle no one, for asthere
are good and bad spiritsinthe body, so there are good and bad spiritsout of the body. Since God permits
snful spiritsin the body, why should he not dso permit themout of the body? If there can be aHerod, a
Nero, a Judas, anong men, why may there not be a Satan among evil spirits? Being but an angel, Satan
is neither omnipresent, omniscient nor omnipotent. Heisonly atolerated rebel, aswe aretolerated rebels.
He was the fird snner (1. John iii. 8), and was the originator of an (John viii. 44). He is the perpetua
tempter of mankind (Rev. xx. 2, 8), but he shdl be conquered by the Redeemer (John xii. 31; Rev. xii. 9),
and may be conquered by us aso through the grace of Christ (1. Pet. v. 8, 9; Jas. iv. 7); but is, nevertheess,
dangerous (Rev. ii. 10; iii. 9). Jesus, therefore, teaches usto pray for ddiverance from him (Matt. vi. 13,
R.V.). Jesus will destroy the works of Satan (1. John iii. 8), and Satan himsdlf shal suffer eterna
punishment (Rev. xx. 10). Thereis but one devil in the spirit world. The word which our King James
Verson trandates "devils' should be trandated "demons.” The word "devil" means false accuser or
danderer, and the word in the plurd is twice applied, metaphoricaly, to men and women (I1. Tim. iii. 3;
[. Tim. iii. 11). Thedevil is caled danderer because he spesks against men (Rev. xii. 10-12) and against
God (Gen. iii. 1-5). Theword "devil" is Greek. Theword "Satan” isHebrew, and means adversary (Job
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ii. 1). Satanisreferred to under many other terms, such as Bedlzebub (Matt. xii. 24); serpent (Rev. xii. 9);
prince of the powers of the air (Eph. ii. 2); Abaddon (Hebrew) and Apollyon(Greek), meaning destroyer
(Rev. ix. 11); Bdid, meaning good for nothing (11. Cor. vi. 15); murderer and liar (John viii. 44); prince of
thisworld (John xii. 31); god of thisworld (1. Cor. iv. 4); and the dragon (Rev. xii. 7). Thesetermsare
aways used in the Bible to designate an actud person; they are never used merdly to personify evil. The
devil may have gppeared to Jesus in bodily form, or he may have comeinsensbly as he doesto us. Our
Lord's temptation makes the persondity of the tempter essentid, else Christ's own heart must have
suggested evil to him, which isincompatible with his perfect holiness] °13 And he was 9 edin the Spirit
[that is, under the power of the Spirit] in the wilder ness [Isolation from humanity is no security from
temptation. Infact, our present passage of Scripture showsthat it is highly favorable to temptation. The
experience of al hermits shows that londliness is the mother of amultitude of evil desires] 2duringforty
days [Matthew spesks of the temptation as coming "after” forty days. Evidently Mark and Luke regard
the long fast as part of the process of temptation, seeing that without it the first temptationwould have been
without force. There is no evidence of any other specific temptations before the three], being tempted
of "Satan; %the devil, *and he was with the wild beasts [A graphic touch, showing the dreariness and
desolation of the wilderness, and indicating its peril. Lions, wolves, leopards and serpents have been found
in the Judaean wilderness]; “And he did eat nothing [It used to be thought that a forty days absolute fast
wasa practical imposshility, and Luke'swords were therefore modified to mean that he ate very little. But
asaforty days fast hasbeen safely accomplished in modern times, and as it was Jesus who fasted, we see
no reasonwhy we should not take L uke's satement literdly, asindicating an absolutefadt] in those days:
and when they were completed, 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights [A forty
days fast was accomplished by Moses (Ex. xxxiv. 28; Deut. ix. 18), and by Elijah (I. Kings xix. 8), and
it isaggnificant fact inthis connectionthat these two menappeared withChrigt at histransfiguration (Matt.
xvii. 3). Those who share Chrig's sufferings shdl aso share hisglorification(Rom. viii. 17; II. Tim. ii. 11,
12). Theforty days fast became abasis for the temptation. We aretold that temptation results from the
excitement of desire (Jas. i. 14), and, asarule, the greater the desire the greater the temptation. Viewed
from this standpoint the temptation of the second Adam greetly exceeded in strength that of the firgt, for
Adam abstained asto aparticular fruit, but Christ fasted asto dl things edible], he afterward hunger ed.
[Here, for thefirg time, our Lord is shown as sharing our physical needs. We should notefor our comfort
that one may lack bread and suffer want, and dill be infinitely beloved in heaven] 3 And the tempter
came [Satan is pre-eminently the tempter, for other tempters are his agents. He may possibly have
appeared as an angd of light (I1. Cor. xi. 14), but the purpose of his coming is more important than the
manner of it. Hecameto produce sinin Jesus, for snwould render him forever incgpable of becoming our
Saviour--asacrificefor the sns of others] °3 And the devil said unto him, If thou art the Son of God,
command thisstonethat it {*command that these stones} become bread. [The devil's"if" strikesat
the faith of Chrigt, and faith is the bond of union and accord between man and God. The main sin of this
temptation was therefore distrust, though it had other sinful phases. The Father's voice had just declared
the Sonship of Jesus, and Satan here boldly questions the truth of God's words, just as he did in the
beginning (Gen. iii. 3-5). The temptation smacks of curiogty, and curiogty is the mother of many Sns.
Though Satan so glibly questioned the divinity of Chrigt, his kingdom soon began to fed the power of that
divinity (Lukeiv. 34-41), and shdl continue to fed it until hiskingdom is destroyed (Heb. ii. 14; I. Johnii.
8). This temptation appealed to the present appetite, the impulse of the moment, as many of our
temptations do. It has been quaintly said of the tempter that "he had sped so successfully to hisown mind
by atemptation about a matter of egting with the firs Adam, that he practiced the old manner of trading
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withthe second." Thisfird temptationis gill Satan'sfavoritewith the poor. He suggeststo themthat if they
were redly the beloved objects of God's care, their condition would be otherwise. We should note that
Jesus wrought no selfish miracle. Such an act would have been contrary to dl Scripture precedent. Paul
did not hea himsdf (1. Cor. xii. 7-9; Gdl. iv. 13; Cal. iv. 14), nor Epaphroditus, (Phil. ii. 25-27), nor
Trophimus (I1. Tim. iv. 20). Denying himsdlf the right to make bread in the wilderness, Christ fredy used
his miraculous power to feed othersinthedesert (Matt. xiv. 15-21), and merited asjust praisethose words
which were meant as a bitter taunt--Matt. xxvii. 42.] 4 But he {4 And Jesus} *answered and said,
cunto him, It is written [Jesus quotes Deut. viii. 3. It is a saying redive to the times when Isradl was
sugtained by manna in the wilderness. The case of Jesus was now smilar to that of Israel. Hewasin a
foodlesswilderness, but he trusted that as God had provided for I sragl inits hel plessness, so would he now
providefor im. Isragl Sinned by doubt and murmuring, and proposing to obtain bread in its own way--that
is, by returning to Egypt (Ex. xvi. 1-9). Jesus avoided alike sn. We should note the usewhichour Lord
made of Scripture: in his hour of trial he did not look to visons and voices and specia reveation for
guidance, but used the written Word as the lamp for hisfeet (Ps. cxix. 105); in the conflict of temptation
he did not defend himself by his own divine wisdom, but used that wisdom which God had reveded todl
| srael through his prophets. Jesus fought as aman (Phil. ii. 6, 7), and used that weaponwhich, as God, he
had givento man (Eph. vi. 17). Jesus used the Scripture as of findl, argument-ending authority. Eve dso
started with" God hathsaid" (Gen. iii. 3); but she was not congtant in her adherenceto God'sword. Jesus
permitted Satan neither to question nor pervert the Scripture], M an [Inusngthe word "man” Jesus takes
his stand with us as ahuman being] shall not live by bread alone. [Caled out of Egypt as God's Son
(Matt. ii. 15), Jesus could well expect that he would be fed withmanna after hisforty days fast. Hetrusted
that God could furnish atable in the wilderness (Ps. Ixxviii. 19). We, too, have abundant reasonfor alike
trust. God gave usour lives, and gave his Sonto redeemthemfromsan. Hemay let us suffer, but we can
not perish iswe trugt him. Let uslive by hisword rather thanby bread. It isbetter to diefor righteousness
then to live by Sn. God fed Israel with supernaturd bread, to show the people that they lived thus, and not
by what they were pleased to cal natura means. The ssomach is auseful agent, but it is not the source of
life, nor even the life sustainer. Those who think that the securing of bread is the first essentid to the
sudaining of life, will fall to seek any diviner food, and so will eventudly starve with hunger--soul hunger.]
aut by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. [To satisfy our sense of duty is often
more pleasant than to appease the pangs of hunger (John iv. 32-34; Job xxiii. 12; Jer. xv. 16). Thetrust
of Jesusthat God would speak in his bendf and save him, was like that of Job (Job xiii. 15). God can
sugtain our liveswithout food if he chooses. We shdl live if God willsit, bread or no breed; and we shdll
likewise die at his word (Matt. vi. 25; John vi. 47-58; Acts xvii. 28). God can support our lives
independent of our body--Matt. x. 28.] 5 Then the devil taketh him [Matthew emphasizes the
compulsory companionship of Satan. Jesus was in the hands of Satan as was Job (Job ii. 5, 6); but in
Jesus case Satan had the power of life and death, and he eventuadly took Jesus to the crossand dew him
there] intothe holy city [A commonname for Jerusdem. Theinscription on Jewish coinswas " Jerusdem
the Holy." Arabs to-day cdl it "d Kuds," "the Holy." The Holy City did not exclude the tempter nor
temptations. The church may be the scene of man's sorest trid to resst wrong. But inthe Holy City which
isto come there will be no temptation]; “9 And he led him to Jerusalem, 2and he set him [the two
verbs"taking" and "setting” imply that Satan exercised a control over the bodily personof our Lord] onthe
pinnacle of the temple[It isnotknownexactly what spot isindicated by the word " pinnacle.” Hencethree
places have been contended for as the proper locality: 1. The apex of the temple sructureitsdf. 2. The
top of Solomon's porch. 3. Thetop of Herod'sroyal portico. Asto thetempleitsalf, Josephustelsusthat
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itsroof was covered withspikes of gold, to prevent even birds from dighting uponit, and, if so, mencould
not stand upon it. Solomon's porch, or the eastern portico, faced the Mount of Olives, and has been fixed
upon by tradition as the place from which James, the Lord's brother, was hurled. Theroya portico of
Herod was at the southeast corner of the temple enclosure, and overlooked the valey of Kidron. Here
was then, and is yet, the greatest height about the temple, and it was, therefore, the most suitable place for
Satan's proposal], 6 and saith {°said} 2unto him, If [Godly life rests on faith. The life the devil would
have uslead restsonifs and uncertainties, on doubt and skepticism. We should note that foolish men doulbt
the divinity of Jesus, but the temptations of our Lord show how positively Satanwas convinced of it. The
opening scenes of Christ'sminigry are redolent withhisdivinity. The Baptist asserted his purity and might,
the Spirit visbly acknowledged his worthiness, the Father audibly tetified to his Sonship, and the devil
twice assaulted him as the divine champion] thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down [The firs
temptation was to under-confidence; the second to over-trust and presumption--two very dangerous
conditions of the soul. Men begin by disparagingly doubting that Jesus can save them from their sns, and
end by recklesdy presuming that he will save themintherr sins. Comparing this with Eve's temptation, we
find that she was vanly curious to see if she might be like God (Gen. iii. 5), but Christ resisted such
curioudy. It is urged by some asto this temptation that there is no hint of vainglory or display, because
nothing is said about casting himsdlf down in the presence of the people, and that Jesus was merdly taken
to the temple because the sacred locdity would tend to heighten his trust in the protecting promise which
Satan quoted. But this ground isnot wel taken, for 1. The temple presumes acrowd. 2. We have aright
to presume that this temptation would be like others to which Jesus was subjected. He was frequently
invited to work miraclesto satisfy curiosity, and he invariably refused to do so]: from hence: 10 for it
iswritten[This quotationis taken from Ps. xci. 11, 12, and gpplies to mangenerdly. Note 1. Thedevil's
head isfull of Scripture, but to no profit, for his heart isempty of it. 2. By quoting it he shows a sense of
its power which modern rationalism would do wel to consider. 3. Satan's abuse of Scripture did not
discourage Christ's use of it], He shall give his angels charge concerning thee [Regarding Satan's
words as a quotation, we are struck with the fact that his knowledge of this particular passage was based
upon his personal experience. He had been confronted by the presence of the guardian angels and had
frettedat it (Jobi. 10; 11. Kingsvi. 8, 17; Ps. xxxiv. 7; Jude 9). As atemptation, Satan's words appeal to
Jesus to be morerdigious; to put more trust and reliance upon the promises of the Father; and he putshim
inthe place--the temple--where he might argue that God could least afford to let hispromisefall], to guard
thee: 11 and, On their handsthey shall bear thee up [All who love pomp, display of atidic taste,
gaeties of fashion, intoxicetion of fame, etc., fdl by this temptation. Those who truly rest on God's
promises, stand on a sure foundation, but those who rise on bubbles must come down when they burs],
Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, 2again it
iswritten {°said,} ["Written," "said;" the writings of Scripture arein genera the sayings of God. But the
Bible is not made up of isolated texts. To get a right understanding we must compare Scripture with
Scripture. We could have no higher indorsement of the Old Testament than thisuse of it by Chrigt. It was
aufficient for him in his temptations, and with the addition of the New Testament, it issufficient for usin dl
things-I1. Tim. iii. 16, 17; Cal. iii. 3-16], ®Thou shalt not maketrial [Make experiment upon God, set
traps for him, put one's self in dangerous Stuations, hoping thereby to draw forth some show of loving
deliverance. Had Jesus cagt himsdlf down, he would have demanded of the Father a needless miracleto
prove his Sonship, and would thereby have put the love of God to an unnecessary trid. All who jeopardize
themsalves without any command of God or call of duty, make trid of hislove] of theLord thy God. 8
Again, the devil tak eth him [whether naturdly or supernaturdly, "whether inthe body or out of the body"
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(I1. Cor. xii. 2-4), wecannot tdl. Butitwasared, practica trid and temptation] unto an exceeding high
mountain [it isimmeaterid which mountain this was, for from no mountain could one see the whole earth
with the naturd eye], °5 And he led him up, and showeth {“showed} 2him [It is not sad by either
evangdis that Jesus saw the kingdoms fromthe mountain-top, but that Satan showed them to him. From
any high Judasan mountain it would be easy for him to locate Rome, Greece, Egypt, Persaand Assyria,
and as he pointed out their locality afew brief words of description would picture them to the imagination
of Jesus, and causethar gloriesto move before hiseyes. But it isvery likely that to this descriptionsome
sort of supernatural vison was added. It tempted the eye of Jesus as the luscious fruit did the eye of
Eve--Gen. iii. 6] all the kingdoms of the world [It tempted Jesus to redlize the dreams whichthe Jewish
nation entertained. 1t was an gpped to him to reved himsdlf in the fullness of his power and authority as
above generds, princes, kingsand al beings of dl ages. An apped to obtain by physicd rather than by
spiritual power; by the short-cut path of policy rather than by the long road of suffering and martyrdom.
Jesus came to obtain the kingdoms of the world. He was born King of the Jaws, and confessed himsdlf
to beaKingbefore Pilate. All authority isnow given to him, and he must reign until he putsal hisenemies
under his feet, and until dl the kingdoms of the world become his kingdom. Satan'sway to obtain this
kingdom differed from God'sway. He might obtain it by doing Satan's will and becoming his worshiper,
or by worshiping God and doing hiswill. Satan would give the speedier possesson, but God the more
lading. Wedso gtrivefor akingdom; but let usobtain oursas Chrigt did hig], and the glory of them[That
is, dl thar resources as well astheir magnificence. Their cities, lands and people, their armies, treasures
and temples, etc. Many parents, in encouraging their children to seek earthly glory and digtinction,
unconscioudy assist Satan in urging this temptation]; N a moment of time. [These words strongly
indicate that the progpect must have been supernaturdly presented. The suddenness of the vision added
greetly to the power of the temptation] 29 and he the devil said unto him, To theewill | give all this
authority fAIl these things will 1 give thee} [From the standpoint of Christ's humanity, how
overwhelming the temptation! 1t was the world's honors to one who had for thirty years led the life of a
village carpenter; it was the world's riches to him who had not where to lay hishead. From the standpoint
of Jesus divinity the temptation was repulsive. 1t was alarge offer inthe sight of Satan, but asmdl onein
the sght of him who made dl the worlds. Such offers are large to the children of the world, but smal to
those who are by faith joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. viii. 17; Phil. iii. 7, 8). But the temptation was,
nevertheless, very specious and plausible. The power of Jesus linked with that of Satan, and operating
through Jewishfanaticismand pagan expectationwould, inafew months, have brought the whole earthinto
one temporal kingdom, withJesus asitshead. But the kingdom of Christ rested upon a surer promise (Ps.
ii. 8) thanthat here given by the "father of lies" God had promised, and, despite the pretensions of Satan,
God had not yet retired from the government of the world. 1t was true that Satanand his emissaries had,
by usurpation, gained an apparent possession of the world, but Jesus had right to it as the heir of God
(Matt. xxi. 33-43). Being stronger than Satan, he had come to regain his kingdom, not by treaty, but by
conquest (Luke xi. 19-22). Moreover, he would obtain it as a spiritua and not as a carna kingdom.
Servants of Chrigt should remember this. Every atempt to establish Messiah's kingdom as an outward,
worldly dominion is an effort to convert the kingdom of heaven into the kingdom of the devil. God's
kingdom can not be secularized. 1t should be noted dso that Satan omitsthe words "if thou be the Son of
God"in thisingtance, for their presencewould have marred the force of the temptation. Noteaso that this
was the only temptation wherein Satan evinced any show of generodity. Heis dow to give anything, and
most of ussdl out to imfor nothing--1sa. lii. 3], and the glory of them: for it hath beendeliver edunto
me [Satan does not claim an absolute but a derivative right, and his dam is not wholly unfounded (John
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xii. 31; xiv. 30; xvi. 11). But the kingdom has been ddlivered unto him by men rather than by God (Eph.
ii. 2). How much more quickly Jesus would have obtained power, had he received it from men by
consenting to co-operate with them in their sinful practices as does Satan|; and to whomsoever | will
[Not so Jesus. Hisgiving isaccording to the Father's will--Matt. ix. 23] | giveit. [The Emperor Tiberius
thenhdd it inthe fullest sense ambitionever redized. Y et hewasthe most miserable and degraded of men.
Satan knows how to teke full toll for dl that he gives] 7 If [In the temptations Satan uses three "ifs" The
firgt "if" is one of despairing doubt; the second, one of vainglorious speculation; the third, one of mora and
spiritual compromise] thou ther efor e wilt #all down and wor ship “befor e me [ Satan and God each seek
the worship of man, but from very different motives. God is holinessand goodness, and we areinvited to
worship himthat we may thereby be induced to grow like him. But Satan seeksworship for vanity'ssake.
How vast the vanity which would give so great areward for one act of worship! Verily the devil isfond of
it. Hegives nothing unless he obtainsit, and dl his generogity is selfishness. Worshiping before Satan is
the bending of the soul rather than of the body. He holds before each of us some crown of success, and
sys. "Bend judt alittle; dightly compromiseyour conscience. Accept the help of Pharisee and Sadducee,
and keep dlent asto their sns. Mix alittle diplomacy with your righteousness. Stoop just alittle. If you
do, I will aid you and insure your success. If you do not, | will defeat youand laugh at your falures” Itis
Satan'sSnto make suchsuggestions, but it is not our Snuntil we comply withthem. Wemay morequickly
obtain by his wrong way, but more surdy by God's right way. Let no Christian be humiliated or
discouraged by grosstemptation, since eventhe Son of God was tempted to worship thedevil. What Jesus
would not do, the Beast has done, and hasreceived the kingdoms for a season (Rev. xiii. 1-9). Note, too,
that it isal one whether we worship Satan, or mammon, the gift which he offers-—-Mait. vi. 24], it shall all
be thine. 8 And 210 Then “Jesus answer ed and said {?saith} “unto him, Get thee hence [The
passi onate utterance of anaroused soul. Indignationisasdivineaspatience (Eph. iv. 26). Satan'ssweetest
temptationwas most disgudting to Chrigt, for itssnwas so grosdy apparent. It rancounter to the very first
of the ten commandments. Jesuswould give it no room in his thoughts, he spurned it, as being as heinous
asthelaw describesit (Deut. v. 6-11). Temptation must be peremptorily rejected. Jesus did not stop to
weigh the worthiness of Satan; it was suffident that God only is to be worshiped. As God, Jesus was
himsdf an object of worship; but as man he worshiped the Fether privately and publicly. Satan sought to
command Jesus, but was commanded of him. Step by step Satan has obeyed thiscommand, and foot after
foot, earth's spiritud world has been yielded by his departing presence], Satan [The firg and second
temptations were so subtle and covert, and their Sin so skillfully disguised, asto suggest that Satan himsdf
wasdisguised. If S0, his pride and vanity, reveded in this last temptation, betrayed him so that Jesustore
off hismask and called him by his right name. When he tempted himin a somewhat Smilar matter, Jesus
cdled Simon Peter by this name (Matt. xvi. 23), but he laid a different command upon each of them. To
Satan he spoke as an enemy, saying, " Get thee hence." He ordered Satan from his presence, for he had
no proper placethere. To Peter he spoke asto a presumptuous disciple, saying, "Get thee behind me."
Thediscipleisafollower of his magter, and his proper place isin therear]: for it iswritten[Jesus gives
a free trandation of Deut. vi. 13. He subgtitutes the word "worship" for the word "fears.” Fear prohibits
fase and induces true worship, and loving worship is the source of dl acceptable service. The three
Scripture quotations used by Jesus are dl fromthe Book of Deuteronomy. He struck Satan with that very
part of the Spirit's sword which modern criticd infiddity, in the name of religion, and often aided by
so-called religious organizations, seeks to persuade us to cast away], Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and himonly shalt thou serve. [By serving God, Jesus obtained dl the earthly authority whichthe
devil offered him, and heavenly authority in addition thereto (Matt. xxviii. 18). So much better are the
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rewards of God than Satan's] 13 And whenthe devil had completed every temptation, 211 Then
the devil leaveth {*he departeth from} himfor a season. [SeeJas. iv. 7. But Satan l€ft to return many
times Here was the first being endowed with human nature who had defeated Satan under all

circumstancesfor thirty years. This was Satan'sfirg defeat under Christ'sminidry. Hislast isyet to come,
and it shdl come by this same Christ Jesus. Temptations are battles. They leave the victor stronger and

the vanquished weaker. Hence Satan when resisted is represented as fleeing. But he only flees for a
season. He never despairs of the conflict so long as manison the earth.  Christ was constantly tempted
by the returning devil (Luke xxii. 28). As Jesus hung uponthe cross, dl thesethree temptations with their

accompanying "ifs' were spread out before him--Matt. xxvii. 39-43] 2and behold, angels came [They
had probably witnessed the contest. Comparel. Cor. iv. 9; I. Tim. iii. 16. Angels do not appear again
visgbly minigering unto Jesus urtil we find imin Gethsemane (Luke xxii. 43). When Satan findly departs
from us, we, too, shdl find oursavesinthe presence of angels-L uke xvi. 22] and ministered unto him.

[Jesus was probably fed by the angels, as was Elijah by one of them (l. Kings xix. 4-7). Satan and

auffering firgt, then angels, refreshment and rest. God had indeed given his angdls charge, and they came
to him who refused to put the Father to thetest. But they did not succor Jesus during his temptation, for
that was to be resisted by himself alone--Isa. Ixiii. 3]

Study Questions:

When do the Scripturestell us that Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit?

Where did the Spirit lead Jesus? For what reason?

How long was Jesusin the wilderness? What were the conditions in the wilderness?

What is the symbolism in Jesus fagting forty days and forty nights?

List and explain the three temptations of Jesus. What do we learn from each temptation?

What did Satan do after Jesus ressted his third temptation? What will Satan do if we resist him?

oSk wnNE
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XX.

JOHN'S FIRST TESTIMONY TO JESUS.
(Bethany beyond Jordan, February, A. D. 27.)
4JoHN 1. 19-34.

Bible Text:

419 And thisisthe witnessof John, whenthe Jews sent unto himfrom Jer usalempriests and
Levitesto ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; and heconfessed, | am
not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And hesaith, | am not. Art
thou the prophet? And he answered, No. 22 They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? that
we may give an answer to themthat sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 23 Hesaid, | am the
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the
prophet. 24 And they had been sent fromthe Pharisees. 25 And they asked him, and said unto
him, Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither Elijah, neither the prophet? 26
John answered them, saying, | baptizein water: in the midst of you standeth one whomye know
not, 27 even hethat cometh after me, the latchet of whose shoel am not worthy to unloose. 28
These things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 On the
morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away
thesn of theworld! 30 Thisishe of whom | said, After me cometh a manwho is become before
me: for he was before me. 3L And | knew him not; but that he should be made manifesttolsradl,
for this cause came | baptizing in water. 32 And John bare witness, saying, | have beheld the
Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven; and it abode upon him. 33 And | knew him not: but
he that sent me to baptize in water, he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shalt seethe Spirit
descending, and abiding upon him, the same is he that baptizethinthe Holy Spirit. 34 And | have
seen, and have borne witnessthat thisisthe Son of God.

Bible Text with Commentary:

919 And thisisthe witness of John [John had been sent to tedtify, "and" this is the matter of his
testimony], when the Jews [The term"Jews' isused seventy times by John to describe the ruling classes
of Judasg] sent unto him [In thus sending an embassy they honored John more than they ever honored
Christ. They looked upon John as a priest and Judaean, but upon Jesus as a carpenter and Galilaean. It
is probabl e that the sending of this investigating committee marks the period when the fedings of the rulers
toward John changed from friendliness to hodility. At the first, probably led on by the prophecies of
Danid, these Jews found joy in John's coming (Johnv. 33-35). When they attended hisministry in person
he denounced their wickedness and incurred ther hatred] from Jerusalem priests and L evites [they
were commissoned to teach (1. Chron. xv. 3; Neh. viii. 7-9), and it was probably because of thar wisdom
as teachers that they were sent to question John about hisbaptism] to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And
he confessed, and denied not; and he confessed [The repetition here suggests John's firmness under
repeated temptation. As the questioners ran down the scale from "Chrigt” to "that prophet,” John felt
himsdf dminishinginther estimation, but firmly declined to take honorswhichdid not belong to him], I am
not [in this entire section (vs. 20-24) John places emphasis upon the pronoun "I," that he may contrast
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himsdf withChrist] the Christ. [When the gpostle Johnwrote this Gospel it had become fashionable with
many of the Baptist's disciples to assert that the Baptist was the Chrigt. (Recognitions of Clement 1. 50,
60; Olshausen, Hengstenberg, Godet.) In giving this testimony of the Baptist, John correctsthiserror; but
his more direct purpose is to show forth John's full testimony, and give the basis for the words of Jesus
found at John v. 33. The fact that the Jewswere disposed to look upon John asthe Messiah gave dl the
greater weight to his tesimony; for the more exated the person of the witness, the weightier are hiswords.
John's own experience doubtless caused him to fed the influence of the Baptist'stestimony.] 21 Andthey
asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? [Mdachi had declaredthat Elijahshould precede the Messiah
(Mdl. iv. 5). The Jewsinterpreted this prophecy literaly, and looked for the return of the veritable Elijah
who was trandated (Matt. xvii. 10). This literd Elijah did return, and was seen upon the Mount of
Trandfiguration before the crucifixion of our Lord. But the prophecy of Maachi referred to a spiritud
Elijah--one who should come "in the spirit and power of Elijah," and in this sense John fulfilled Mdachi's
prediction--Luke i. 17; Matt. xi. 14; xvii. 12.] And he saith, | am not. [He answered thar question
according to the sense in which they had asked it. He was not the Elijah who had been trandated about
nine hundred yearsbeforethistime] Art thou the prophet? [Moses had foretold a prophet who should
come (Deut. xviii. 15-18), but the Jews appear to have had no fixed opinion concerning him, for some
thought he would be a second Moses, others a second Elijah, others the Messiah. The Scriptures show
us how uncertain they were about him (Matt. xvi. 14; Johnvi. 14; vii. 40, 41). Asto Jeremiah being that
prophet, seell. Macc. ii. 7. Even Christians disagree asto whether Moses refers to Christ or to aline of
prophets. Though divided in opinion asto who this prophet would be, the Jews were fairly unanimous as
towhat hewould do. Finding in ther Scriptures two pictures of the Christ, one representing him asagrest
Conqueror, and the other of his priesthood, setting him forth as a great Sufferer, they took the picturesto
refer to two personages, one dencoting aking--the Messiah--and the other aprophet. The Jewsto thisday
thus divide the Chrigt of prophecy, and seek to make imtwo personages.] And he answered, No. [He
was not the prophet, either as he or they understood that term.  John gives us a beautiful example of
humility. Like Paul, he would not be overvadued--Acts xiv. 13-15; I. Cor. i. 12, 13] 22 They said
therefore untohim, Who art thou? that wemay givean answer tothem that sent us. What sayest
thou of thyself? [Unable to guess his office, they asked him to gateit plainly.] 23 He said, | am the
voice [It is as though John answered, "You ask who | am. My persondity is nothing; my message
evaything. | shdl passaway asasound passesinto silence; but the truth which | have uttered shall abide.”
Inhis answer John shows himself to be the spiritua Elijah, for he declares that he came to do the work of
Hijah; viz.: to prepare the people for the advent of Messah. There are many echoesinthe world; but few
voices| of one crying inthe wilder ness, M ake straight the way of the L ord [prepare the minds and
hearts of the people that Christ may fredy enter in], as said I saiah the prophet. [Isa xI. 3] 24 And
they had been sent from the Pharisees. [Of dl the Jewish sects the Pharisees were mogt attentive to
externd rites and ceremonies, and hence would notice John's baptism more than would others. It is
interesting to notice that the Pharisees, who were Christ's most bitter opponents, were warned of John
about the presence of Messiah from the very beginning.] 25 And they asked him, and said unto him,
Why thenbaptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither Elijah, neither the prophet? [If you are
no moreimportant personage, who do you presume to introduce any other ordinance than those provided
for by the law of Moses? The question shows that to them John's baptism was a new rite. Even if
proselyte baptiam existed at thistime (of which there is certainly no sufficient evidence), it differed in two
marked ways from John's baptism: 1. John baptized his converts, while prosalytes baptized themsdlves.
2. John baptized Jews and not Gentiles] 26 John answer edthem, saying, | baptizein water: in the
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midst of you standeth one whom ye know not, 27 even hethat cometh after me [that is, followsin
that way which | asforerunner am preparing for him], the latchet of whose shoel am not worthy to
unloose. [The words "standeth” and "shoe' showed that the person of whom the Baptist spoke had a
vigble, bodily form. To loose the latchet was a peculiarly servile office. The TAmud says,"Every office
aservant will do for ismaster, ascholar should performfor his teacher, except loosing his sandd-thong.”
The greatest prophet fdt unworthy to render Chrigt this humble service, but unconverted sinners often
presume to serve Chrigt according to their own will, and fully expect to have their service honored and
rewarded. Taken as awhole, the answer of John appears indirect and insufficdent. What wastherein dl
this to authorize him to baptize? This gppears to be his meaning: "'Y oudemand my authority for baptism.
It restsin him for whom | prepare the way. It isasmall matter to introduce baptism in water for one so
worthy. If you accept him, my baptism will need no explanaion; and if you reject him, my rite and its
authority are both wholly immaterid."] 28 These thingswere done in Bethany beyond the Jordan
[Owing to variation in the manuscripts, we may read "Bethany” or "Bethabara,” or even possibly
"Bethabarain Bathania." Tradition fixes upon the Jericho ford, which isabout five mileson an ar line north
of the Dead Sea, asthe Site of Jesus baptism. But this spot iseghty milesfrom Cana of Gdlilee, and hence
Jesus, leaving it on foot, could not well have attended the wedding in Canaon"thethird day" (Johnii. 1).
We mug therefore look for Bethany or Bethabara farther up the river. John the Baptist was a roving
preacher (Luke iii. 3), and during the forty days of Jesus temptation seems to have moved up the river
Jordan. Fifty miles above the Jericho ford, and ten miles south of the Sea of Gdlilee, Lieutenant Conder
found aford named 'Abarah (meaning "ferry"), whichanswersto Bethabara (meaning "house of the ferry™).
It wasinthe land of Bashan, whichinthe time of Christ was caled Bathania (meaning "soft soil™). Thisspot
isonly twenty-two miles from Cana. Beng beyond the Jordan, it isnot in Gdlileg, as Dr. Thomsonasserts.
Conder says. "We have collected the namesof over forty fords, and no other is called 'Abarah; nor does
the word occur again in dl nine thousand names collected by the survey party."], where John was
baptizing. 29 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him [Jesus had just returned from the
temptation in the wilderness. Thisis hisfirg gopearance in John's Gospel. The fact that John leaves out
dl the early history of Jesus showsthat he wrote many years after the other evangdlists, whendl thesefacts
were so well known asto need no mention by him], and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God [Lambswere
commonly used for an-offerings (Lev. iv. 32), and three of them were sacrificed in the cleansing of aleper
(Lev. xiv. 10). A lambwasaso thevictim of themorning (9 A.m.) and evening (3 p.m.) sacrifice (EX. XXiX.
38)--the hours when Jesus was nailed to the cross and when he expired. A lamb was aso the vidim at
the paschal supper. The great prophecy of Isaiah, setting forth the vicarious sacrifice of Chrigt (Isa liii.
1-12) depictshimasalamb, and interms whichanswer closdy to the words here used by John. The Jews
to whom John spoke readily understood his dlusion as being to sacrificid lambs; but they could not
understand his meaning, for they had no thought of the sacrifice of aperson. Jesus is cdled the Lamb of
God because he is the lamb or sacrifice which God provided and accepted as the true and only
sn-offering--Heb. x. 4-14; 1. Pet. i. 19], that taketh away the sin of the world! [The present tense,
"taketh," is used because the expiatory effect of Christ's sacrifice is perpetua, and the fountain of his
forgivenessnever falls. Expiated Sn isthis spoken of asbeing taken away (Lev. x. 17; Ex. xxxiv. 7; Num.
xiv. 18). Some, seekingto avoid the vicarious nature of Christ's sacrifice, daimthat the Baptist means that
Jesus would gradudly lift the world out of gn by his teaching. But lambs do not teach, and sin is not
removed by teaching, but by sacrifice (Heb. ix. 22; Rev. v. 9). Jesus was sacrificed for the world, thet is,
for the entire human family in al ages. All are bought, but &l do not acknowledge the purchase (11. Pet.
ii. 1). Hegivesliberty to dl, but al do not receiveit, and some having received it return again to bondage
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(Gd.iv.9). TheBaptist had baptized for the remission of sns. He now points his converts to him who
would makethis promise good unto their souls. A Chrigtian looksupon Christ asonewho hastaken avay
hispast an(l. Pet. ii. 24), and who will forgive hispresent sin--1. Johni. 9.] 30 Thisis he of whom| said
[for this saying see Johni. 15, 27], After me cometh a man who is become before me: for he was
before me. [AsamanJohn was sx months ol der than Jesus, but Jesus wasthe eternal Word. The Baptist
therefore asserts here the pre-existence of our Lord.] 31 And | knew him not [had no such certain
knowledge of him aswould fit me to testify concerning him|; but that he should be made manifest to
Israd, for this cause came | baptizing in water. [John baptized not only that he himsalf might know
Christ by the spiritua Sgn, but also that through that knowledge duly published al Isragl mignt know him.]

32 And John bare witness, saying, | have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven;

and it abode upon him. [The descent of the Spirit served at least two purposes: 1. It enabled John to
identify the Messiah. 2. It was, S0 to speak, an officid recognition of Jesus as Messiah similar to the
anointing or crowning of a king. It isasserted by some that it was of no benefit to Jesus, snce his own
divine powers permitted of no addition; but the language of Scripture indicates otherwise--lsa. xi. 2, 3;

Lukeiv. 17-19; Johniii. 34.] 33 And | knew him not [John'sassertions that he did not know Jesus are
assartions that he did not know him to be the Messiah. He believed it, as appearsfrom his reuctance to
baptize him, but he did not know it. His language to the people shows this (John i. 26). Many of the
people mugt have known Jesus, but none of them knew him to be the Messiah. Moreover, when John
denied that he knew Jesus as Messiah we must not take it that he wasignorant of the past history of Jesus.
No doubt he knew inagenerd way who Jesus was, but as the officid forerunner and announcer of Jesus,
and asthe heaven-sent witness (Johni. 6, 7), it was necessary that the Baptist should receive, by persond
revelation from God, as here stated, an indubitable, absolute knowledge of the Messiahship of Jesus.
Without this, John would not have beentruly qudified asawitness. That Jesusisthe Son of God must not
rest on hearsay evidence. John kept silent till he could testify of hisown knowledge]: but he that sent me
[thus humbly does John claim his divine commisson asa prophet] to baptize in water, he said untome,
Upon whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him [John seems to
emphasize the abiding of the Spirit. The Spirit of God was aso bestowed upon the prophets and the
apostles, but inthemhis power was intermittent, and not constant; visions came to themintermittently, but
with Chrigt the fdlowship of the Spirit was continuous], the same is he that baptizethin the Holy Spirit.
[Chrigt bestows the Spirit upon his own. If he himsdlf received the Spirit at the time of his baptism, why
should it be thought strange that he bestows the Spirit uponhisdisciples at the time of their baptism?--See
Actsii. 38; xix. 1-7; Tit. iii. 5] 34 And | have seen [that is, | have seen the promised sign], and have
borne witness that this is the Son of God. [This isthe dimax of John's tesimony. It was twofold,
embracing the results of the two senses of sght and hearing. 1. John saw the dove-like apparition of the
Spirit, which convinced him that Jesus was the one to baptize in the Spirit. 2. He heard the voice of the
Father, which convinced him that Jesus was the Son of God. As to each of these two facts he had a
separate revelation, gppeding to a different sense, and each given by the personage of the Deity more
nearly concerned in the matter revealed. John was not only to prepare the people to receive Christ by
cdling them to repentance, and baptizing them for the remission of their ans; there was another work
equally great and important to be performed. Theirheads aswdll astheir hearts needed his preparatory
services. Histestimony ran counter to and corrected popular opinion concerning Christ. We seethat John
corrected four errors. 1. The Jews looked for a Messiah of no greater spiritua worthiness than John
himsdf, but the Baptist disclamed even the right to unlace the Lord's shoe, that he might emphasize the
difference between himsdf and the Messiah in point of spiritua excellency. 2. The Jews looked for one
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who would come after Moses, David, and the prophets, and lost sight of the fact that he would be before
them, both in point of time and of honor (Matt. xxii. 41-46). 3. The Jews looked for a liberator from
earthly bondage--aglorious king; John pointed themto aliberator fromspiritua bondage, aperfect sacrifice
acceptable to God. 4. The Jews looked for a human Messiah, a son of David. John enlarged their idea,
by pointing them to a Messiah who was aso the Son of God. Whenthe Jews accept John's guidance as
a prophet, they will believe in the Messiahship of Jesus]

Study Questions:

1. Whom did the Pharisees send from Jerusalem to question John? What did they want to know?

2. Why did John say that he was not Elijah when Jesus said that he was Elijah?

3.  What did John the Baptist's answer in John 1:23 tell them?

4. How did John contrast himsdlf with Jesusin John 1:27? How does John contrast his baptism with
Jesus baptism in John 1:33?

How did John assert the deity of Jesus?

How did John know that Jesus was the Lamb of God and Son of God?

7.  What is Sgnificant about Jesus being cdled the Lamb of God?

o O
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XXI.

JESUS MAKES HIS FIRST DISCIPLES.
(Bethany beyond Jordan, Spring A. D. 27.)
4JoHN 1. 35-51.

Bible Text:

435 Again onthe morrowJohn was standing, and two of hisdisciples; 36 and he looked upon
Jesus ashewalked, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they followedJesus. 38 And Jesusturned, and beheld them following, and saith unto
them, What seek ye? And they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted,
Teacher), where abidest thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came
ther efore and sawwhere he abode; and they abode with himthat day: it was about the tenth hour.
40 One of the two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Smon Peter'sbrother.
41 Hefindethfirst hisown brother Smon, and saith unto him, We have found the M essiah (which
is, being interpreted, Christ). 42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus lookedupon him, and said,
Thou art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be called Cephas (whichisby inter pretation, Peter).
43 On the morrow he was mindedto go forth into Galilee, and he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith
unto him, Follow me. 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 45
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whomM oses in the law, and
the prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazar eth, the son of Joseph. 46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 47 Jesus saw
Nathanad coming to him, and saith of him, Behold, an | sraditeindeed, in whom isno guile! 48
Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thoume? Jesusanswer ed and said unto him, Before
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, | saw thee. 49 Nathanael answered him,
Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King of Isradl. 50 Jesus answered and said unto him,
Because | said unto thee, | saw thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater thingsthan these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Ye shall see
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

Bible Text with Commentary:

435 Again on the morrow[John's direct testimony bore fruit onthe second day] Johnwasstanding,
and two of his disciples [An audience of two. A smdl fidd; but alarge harvest]; 36 and he looked
[Gazed intently. Theword isused at Mark xiv. 67; Lukexxii. 61 Mark x. 21, 27. Johnlooked searchingly
at that face, which, so far asany record shows, he was never to see on earth again. The more intently we
look upon Jesus, the more powerfully we proclam him] upon Jesus as he walked [This detail seemsto
be introduced to show that the Baptist did not stop Jesus and enter into familiar conversationwithhim. The
witness of John was whally that of an inspired, unbiased prophet, and not that of a friend or a familiar
acquaintance], and saith, Behold the Lamb of God! [Johnrepeatsthistesimony. He might have chosen
another message, but preferred thisone. Paul aso had but one theme--1. Cor. ii. 2; Gd. vi. 14.] 37 And
the two disciples[Andrew and probably John, the writer of this Gospel. Thefollowing areindicationsthat
it was John: 1. From thistime on he spesks asaneye-witness. 2. We have no other account in his Gospel
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of hiscal to discipleship. 3. On seven other occasonsin this Gospel he withholds his name--John xiii. 23;
Xix. 26, 35; xx. 2; xxi. 7, 20, 24] heard him speak, and they followedJesus. [Hereisthe fountainheed
of Chridtianity, for Chrigtianity isfollowing Jesus] 38 And Jesusturned, and beheld them following,
and saith unto them, What seek ye? [They doubtlessfelt such awe and reverence for the person of
Jesus aswould make themhesitateto addresshim. Hence Jesus himsdlf openstheway for intercourse with
himsdf.] And they said unto him, Rabbi (whichisto say, being interpreted, Teacher) [By the way
in which John explains Jewish words and customs, it becomes gpparent that his Gospel was written for
Gentiles as well asfor Jews. Some take these explanations as evidence that John's Gospel was written
after the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem. They areindeed a dight evidence of this, for it is more
expedient to explain a custom which has ceased to exigt than one which survives to explain itsdf], where
abidest thou? 39 He saith untothem, Come, and ye shall see. [Thefittinginvitationof hmwho says:
"Seek, and ye shdl find."] They came ther efore and sawwhere he abode; and they abode with him
that day: it was about the tenth hour. [It being acrissin hislife, John remembered the very hour. If
John reckoned time according to the Jewish method, it was about 4 p.m . If according to the Roman
method, it was 10 A.M. We are inclined to accept the latter ascorrect.] 40 One of the two that heard
John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter'sbrother. 41 He findeth first [before he
did anything s8] hisown brother Smon [Theword "own" is here coupled with "brother” to show that
Simon was not a mere relative (as the word "brother” might mean), but it was literdly Andrew's brother]
and saith unto him, We have found the M essiah (which is, being interpreted, Christ). ["Messah"
is Hebrew, "Chrigt" is Greek, "Anointed"is English. Jesusisthe anointed of God. Infinding him, Andrew
had made the greatest discovery whichit is possible for amanto make.] 42 He brought himunto Jesus.
[Thus Andrew had in a sense the honor of being the first Chrigtian evangelist.] Jesus looked upon him,
and said, Thou art Simon [this name means "hearing"] the son of John: thou shalt be called Cephas
(which isby interpretation, Peter). [Cephas is Hebrew, Peter is Greek, goneisEnglish. It meansa
mass of rock detached from the bed-rock or strata onwhichthe earthrests. Thefuture tense, "thou shalt
be," indicatesthat Peter wasto win hisname. It is given propheticaly to describe the stability to whichthe
then weak and vadllating Smon should attain.] 43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into
Galilee, and he findeth Philip [Inthe synoptigts, Philip is a mere name inthe apogtalic lig. Through John
we gain some true acquaintance with him--vi. 5; xii. 21; xiv. 8]: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow me.
[The Lord's usud invitationto discipleship--Matt. viii. 22; ix. 9; xix. 21; Mark ii. 14; x. 21; Lukev. 27; ix.
59; Johnxxi. 19.] 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida [Bethsaida of Gdlilee, onthe northwesternshore
of the Lake of Gdilee. It was a wicked place--Matt. xi. 21], of the city of Andrew and Peter. [It
appears that Peter afterward removed to Capernaum--Mark i. 29.] 45 Philip findeth Nathanael
[Nathanae! is commonly identified with Bartholomew for the following reasons: 1. The name Bartholomew
isonly a patronymic, and hence its bearer would be likely to have an additional name. (Compare Matt.
xvi. 17; Actsiv. 36.) 2. John never mentions Bartholomew, and the Synoptists never mention Nathanadl,
though John mentions him among apostles at the beginning and &t the close of Chrigt's minigry. 3. The
Synoptigts, in their list of apostles, invariably place Philip next to Bartholomew, and show atendency to
place brothers and friends together. 4. All the other disciples mentioned inthis chapter become apostles,
and none are 0 highly commended as Nathanadl. 5. Bartholomew is connected with Matthew inthe list
at Actsi. 13, and the names Matthew and Nathanagl both meanthe same, and areequd to the Greek name
Theodore, which means "gift of God." But even S0 the identification is not perfect], and saith unto him,
We have found him, of whom Mosesin the law, and the prophets, wrote [The whole law isfull of
symbolismwhichrefersto Christ. The following references may be taken as more specific: Gen. xlix. 10;
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Num. xxiv. 17-19; Deut. xviii. 15. The passages in the prophets are too numerous to mention. For
samples see Isa. vii. 14; ix. 6; lii. 13; liii. 1-12; Ezek. xxxiv. 23-31. In brief, Moses wrote of hm as a
Prophet, David as Lord, Isaiah as the Son of the virgin and suffering Servant, Jeremiah as the Branch,
Ezekid asthe Shepherd, Maachi as the Messenger of the Covenant, Daniel asthe Messiah. Chrigt isthe
hero and subject-matter of both Testaments--I. Pet. i. 11; John v. 39], Jesus of Nazar eth, the son of
Joseph. [Philip knew no better a thistime, and John did not change the words of Philip to suit his later
knowledge of Chrigt's parentage. John has dready declared the divine origin of Jesus (ver. 14), thereby
agreeing with the detailed account of Matthew and Luke] 46 And Nathanael said untohim, Canany
good thing come out of Nazar eth? [Because of their want of culture, their rude dialect, and their contact
with Gertiles, the Gdileans were lightly esteemed by the inhabitants of Judaea (John vii. 52). But here
Nathanad, a Gdileenhimsdf, speaks dightingly of Nazareth. Somethink that Nazareth was no worse than
the rest of Gdlilee, and that Nathanael speaks thus disparagingly because he dwelt in the neighboring town
of Cana, and felt that jealousy which often exists between rival villages. But the guildless Nathanadl had
no such jedousy, and the pergstency with which the enemies of Jesus called him the Nazarene indicates
that there was more than alocal odium attached to the name Nazareth. Moreover, it wasthefird city to
offer violence to Chrigt, and was ready on one day's acquaintance withhis preaching to put him to desath]
Philip saith unto him, Come and see. [So sad afterward the woman of Samaria (John iv. 29).
Investigationremoves prgjudice]] 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold,
an Israeliteindeed [An Igadite in sirit aswell as in flesh (Rom. ii. 28, 29; ix. 16). Such acharacter
contrasted sharply with the prevaent formalism and hypocrisy of that day], in whom isno guile! [Some
seeinthe word guileareferenceto Jacob. Hewasaman full of al subtlety and guileinhisearly years, but
his experience at Penid (Gen. xxxii. 22-31) changed his nature and his name, and he became |sradl, the
soiritud father of dl true Isradlites] 48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me?
[Nathanadl's surprise clearly indicates that the knowledge which Jesus exhibited was miraculous. Jesus
answered and said unto him, Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under thefigtree, | saw
thee. [Thefig-tree affords the densest shade in Palestine--a shade where no sunspot can be seen. This
fact has made it immemoridly aresting-place and arefuge from the fierce Syrian sunlight. Under such a
cover Jesus saw Nathanael whenhewasaone. Such superhuman knowledge wrought faith in Nathanad,
asit did afterward in the womanof Samaria--See Prov. xv. 3.] 49 Nathanael answered him, Rabbi,
thou art the Son of God; thouart King of Israel. [Psamii. and Isa. ix. 6 propheticaly announce Jesus
asthe Sonof God. These and other prophecies had just been more clearly announced by the Baptist (ver.
34). Itisclear, therefore, where Nathanadl got hiswords; but it isnot so clear how wel he understood
them. Thisisthefirs recorded uningpired confession of the divinity of Jesus, but Mait. xvi. 16, 17 indicates
that it was but patialy comprehended, ese Peter might have been ingructed by Nathanad. The
expression"Kingof Isragl" probably expressed the hopewhichNathanael thenentertained that Jesus would
restore the ancient Jewish kingdom of David--Acts i. 6.] 50 Jesus answered and said unto him,
Because | said unto thee, | saw thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater thingsthan these. [Nathanad regarded the reveation of his character and whereabouts as a
great thing, but he was destined to see yet greater miracles. Opportunities improved lead to larger
privileges, and for those who believe, the evidences are increased.] 51 And he saith unto him, Verily,
verily [This word means "intruth.” John twenty-five timesrepresents the Saviour as thus using the double
"verily." Matthew quotes the angle "verily" thirty times, Mark fourteen times, and Luke seventimes. The
word is used to mark the importance of the truthabout to be uttered], | say unto you ["you" is plurd and
includes dl present as wel as Nathanagl], Ye shall see heaven opened, and the angels of God
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ascending and descending upon the Son of man. [Jesushavingreferred to Nathanael asatrue I sradlite,
promises to him--and to those like him--a blessing answering to Jacob's vison of the ladder; that is, that
the ascent and descent of minigtering angdls shal be by means of Christ. Jesus cdls himsdf the Son of man
upwards of eighty times. The expression is found indl four Gospdls, but isthereinvariably used by Christ
himsdf. Stephen (Actsvii. 56) and John (Rev. i. 13) dso use thistitle, to indicate that the glorious being
whomthey saw waslike Jesus--like hminhishumanestate. Inthischapter Jesushasbeen caled by others
"The Lamb of God," "the Son of God," "the Messiah," and "the King of Israel." Jesus chooses yet another
title, "Son of man," for himsdlf. At this earliest dawning of their expectations, while their minds were thus
full of histitlesof glory, Jesus introduces to his disciples this one which speaks of his humanity and humility.
The expresson may have been suggested by Dan. vii. 13, 14.]

Study Questions:

1. Who were John'stwo disciplesin John 1:35? What did they do when John said that Jesus was the
Lamb of God?

What did Jesus ask the two men who followed Him? What was their response?

Why might they have wanted to know where Jesus was staying?

What did Andrew do after learning where Jesus was staying?

What did Jesustell Peter?

What isthe meaning of "Cephas?' What is symboalic about Smon being caled Cephas (Peter)?
Where did Jesus find Philip? What did Jesus command him to do?

Who did Philip take to Jesus? What did Philip tel him?

What was Nathanadl's response to Philip? Why might he have responded that way? How did Philip
respond back to Nathanael ?

10. What was the firgt thing Jesus said to Nathanael ?

11. What was Nathanadl's response to Jesus statement? What was Jesus answer to his question?

12. How did Nathanadl know that Jesus was the Son of God and King of Isragl?

13. What would Nathanagl see since he had believed? What does this mean?
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XXII.
JESUS WORKS HIS FIRST MIRACLE
AT CANA IN GALILEE.
dJoHN 1. 1-11.

Bible Text:

91 And thethird day there wasa marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesuswas
there: 2 and Jesus also was bidden, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3 And when the wine
failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 4 And Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, what havel to do with thee? mine hour isnot yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the
servants, Whatsoever he saith untoyou, doit. 6 Now therewer esix water potsof stoneset there
after the Jews manner of purifying, containing two or threefirkinsapiece. 7 Jesus saith unto
them, Fill the water potswith water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he saith unto
them, Draw out now, and bear untothe ruler of the feast. And they bareit. 9 And when theruler
of the feast tasted the water nowbecome wine, and knewnot whence it was (but the servantsthat
had drawn the water knew), theruler of the feast calleth the bridegroom, 10 and saith unto him,
Every man setteth on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, then that which is
wor se: thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11 Thisbeginning of hissigns did Jesus in Cana
of Galilee, and manifested hisglory; and hisdisciples believed on him.

Bible Text with Commentary:

41 And the third day [From the caling of Philip (Johni. 43). Thedaysenumerated in John'sfirst two
chapters congtitute aweek, and may perhaps be intended as a contrast to the last week of Chrigt's ministry
(John xii. 1). It took two daysto journey from the Jordan to Cana] there was a marriagein Cana of
Galilee[InPaegtine the marriage ceremony usualy began at twilight. The feadt after the marriage was at
the home of the bridegroom, and was sometimes prolonged for severa days (Gen. xxix. 27; Judg. xiv. 12);
but in this case it seems likdy that poverty limited the wedding feast to one day. The ste of Canais
disputed. Fromtheeghth century aplace cdled Kefr-Kenna(village of Cana), lying alittleover threemiles
northeast of Nazareth, has been regarded as John's Cana of Galilee. But recently some ruins called
Khurbet-Cana, twelve miles north of Nazareth, which doubtfully are sad to have retained the name of
Kana-d-Jlil (Cana of Gdileg), have been preferred by some asthe true site. Inour judgment Kefr-Kenna
has the stronger clam. It is Stuated on a westward dope of a hill, with a copious and unfailing spring
adjoining it onthe southwest]; and the mother of Jesus was ther e [John never caled our Lord's mother
by her name. He assumesthat sheis knownto hisreaders. Thisisone of themany pointstending to show
the supplementa character of John's Gospel. He avoids repeeting what isfound inthe first three Gospel9):
2 and Jesus also was bidden [being the Creator of woman, and the author of matrimony, it wasfitting
that the Son of God should grace amarriage feast with his presence], and his disciples,tothe marriage.
[Thisisthe earliest use of the term "disciples’ in the ministry of Jesus. His disciples were Andrew, Peter,
Philip, Nathanagl, and probably John and James] 3 And when the wine failed [Probably the arrival of
Chrigt and his disciples helped to exhaust the supply. Shortage of provison when guests are invited is
considered a sore humiligionthe world over], the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have nowine.
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[The interest which Mary took in the feast and the way in which she addressed the servants at verse 5,

suggedts that she was a close friend of the bridegroom's family. Though she merdly states the unfortunate
condition to Jesus, her statement is acovert petitionto himthat he would remedy it, as our Lord's answer
shows. She practicaly requested him to work a miracle, nor is it strange that she should do this.

Remembering the many early sayings about hmwhichshe had treasured inher heart (Lukeii. 19, 51), and

doubtless being informed of what had occurred at his baptism, and of the proclamation which John the
Baptist had made concerning him, and seeing a group of disciples gathered about him, it was very
reasonable for her to expect him to do something which would reveal the high purposes for which he had
been born.] 4 And Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have | to do with thee? [Jesus did not call

her "mother,” but "woman,” aterm of courteous respect, but indicating no spirit of obedience. "Asmuch
as to say," says Augudine, " thou art not the mother of that in me which worketh miracles." Moses
recognized that parental duties were subordinate to divine (Deut. xxxiii. 9); and Jesus emphasized the
principles (Mait. x. 37). Jesus taught that relationship to him was spiritua, and not fleshly (Mait. xii.

46-50), and Paul coveted such rdaionship (1. Cor. v. 16, 17). The expression, "What havel," etc., is
used frequently in the Scriptures and invariably indicates a mild rebuke (Judg. xi. 12; 1. Sam. xvi. 10; .

Kingsxvii. 18; Il. Kingsiii. 13; Matt. viii. 29; Mark i. 24; Luke viii. 28). It means, "leave meto act as|

please” and Jesus uses it to assert that he isindependent of al human relationshipsin the exercise of his
Messiahship. It corrects two errors taught by the Catholic Church: 1. Catholicism says that our Lord's
mother wasimmeaculate, but if thiswere true she could not have incurred our Lord'srebuke. 2. Catholicism
teaches that Mary's intercession is recognized by Christ.  But thisis the only ingtance on record of such
intercesson, and though it was addressed to Christ while inthe fleshand was concerning a purely temporal

matter, it was promptly rebuked.] mine hour is not yet come. [Our Lord's answer indicates that Mary's
request had in it more than a desire for the gft of wine. What she principaly wanted was to have Jesus
manifest himself as Messah. Now, Jesus gave many secondary, but only one supreme, manifestation of
his glory or Messiahship. His miracles were secondary manifestations, but his Passon was the supreme
manifestation (John viii. 28; ii. 18, 19; Matt. xii. 38-40). Jesus called this supreme sign his"hour" (John xii.
23, 27; xvii. 1; Matt. xxvi. 45; Luke xxii. 53; see dso John vii. 30; viii. 20). His mother sought for a
supreme Sgn, but at that time only a secondary sign could be fittingly given. Thetriumph a Pentecost was
not to be achieved at Cana] 5Hismother saith unto the servants [though he had spoken words of
rebuke, his mother was neither offended nor discouraged because of them], Whatsoever he saith unto
you, doit. [She commands unlimited obedience. Though her words are not addressed to us, they will

prove of untold profit to usif we obey them.] 6 Now therewer e six water pots of stone set ther e after
the Jews manner of purifying [The details of the account suggest that John was an eye-witness. The
Jaws regarded themsdlves as ceremonidly unclean if they did not wash their hands before eating--Mait.
xv. 2; Mark vii. 3, 4], containing two or threefirkins apiece. [At Kefr-Kennaanold, one-story house
near the lower edge of the village is regarded by the Greeks as the one in which this wedding feast was
held. The room is arude chapel, and at one side stand two old stone mortars, one holding about eight
gdlons and the other about ten, now used for immersing infants, but said by the attending priest to be two
of the identical waterpots here mentioned. The smple-minded old man was not aware that the six
waterpots hdd eachtwo or threefirkins api ece--between el ghteenand twenty-sevengalons, afirkinbeing
nine gallons--or double the quantity of his mortars. If he had known this, he might have chisded out his
mortars alittle deeper!] 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpotswith water. [Thejars had been
partidly emptied by the ablutions of the company.] And theyfilledthemup tothe brim. [This statement
servestwo purposes. 1. It emphasizesthe great quantity. 2. It shows therewasno roomto add anything
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whatever to the contents of the jars. Asto the quantity, it was between 106 and 162 gallons. Aswe do
not know the number of guests nor the duration of the feast, we can not accurately measure the Lord's
bounty. But astwelve basketfuls were |eft after feeding the five thousand, there was doubtless here alike
auffidency, and the surplus would serve as anacceptable gift to the married couple] 8 And hesaith unto
them, Draw out now[the word "now" seems to indicate the turning-point when the water became wineg),
and bear untothe ruler of the feast. [According to the customof that age, one of the guestswas usudly
chosen to preside over such festivities, and he was caled the ruler. Our modern toastmaster is probably
ardic of this ancient cusom.] And they bareit. 9 And when theruler of the feast tastedthe water
nowbecome wine, and knewnot whence it was (but the servantsthat had drawn the water knew),
theruler of thefeast calleth the bridegroom, 10 and saith unto him, Every man setteth on first
[when the taste is sharpest, and most critical] the good wine [the adjective "good” refers rather to flavor
thanto strength]; and when men have drunk freegly [The ruler was no disciple of Jesus, and he speaks
inthe merry spirit of theworld. He gives his own experience as to the habits of feasts, and hiswords give
no indicationthat those present indulged to excess], then that which iswor se: thou hast kept the good
wine until now. [Itispart of Christ's system to reserve the best until thelast. Sin'sfirst cup isawaysthe
sweetest, but with God that whichfollowsis ever superior to that which has precededit. Astothebearing
of this mirade upon the question of temperance, the New Testament elsewhere clearly condemns the
immoderate use of wine, and as these condemnations proceed from Christ we may rightly conceive of him,
asinthisingtance, doing nothing contrary thereto. Theliquorsof thisland inthestrength of their intoxicating
properties differ so widdy fromthe light wines of Pdetine that eventhe most moderate use of themseems
immoderateincomparison. In cresting wine Jesus did no more than as Creator and Renewer of the earth
he had dways done. From the beginning God has aways so created or replenished the earth asto alow
the posshility of excess] 11 This beginning of his sgns did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested hisglory [Thiswas the beginning or first of the miracles, and John's satement brandsasfase
dl the Cathalic traditions which tell of miracles performed by Christ inhis childhood. We should note dso
that it wasasgn. The vadue of the miracle was in what it Sgnified, not in whet it wrought. It manifested
the glory of Chrigt, part of whichgloryis his power to change the worse into the better, the Smpler into the
richer. Itistheglory of Chrigt that he cantransformsinnersinto hisown likeness--1. Johniii. 2; 1. Cor. xv.
42-44; Phil. iii. 20, 21]; and hisdisciplesbelieved on him. [Inthis chapter John asadisciple threetimes
gives us a disciple's point of view as to Chrigt's miracles; here, and at verse 17 and at verse 22. They
implanted faith inthose whose heartswere right before God (John v. 38). The miracles of Christ created
widespread excitement. There had been none of anotorious nature since Danid had been cast to thelions,
and had read the writing on Belshazzar's wall some five hundred and eighty years before ]

Study Questions:

How long after caling Philip to be adisciple, did Jesus attend the wedding in Cana?

Why might Mary have told Jesus that they have no wine?

What was Jesus response to Mary? Explain.

What did Mary say to the servants? What do we learn from her statement?

Explain, in detail, the miracle Jesus performed.

What did the ruler of the feast say to the bridegroom after tasting the wine? What do we learn from
the statement?

7. Wasthisthefirgt sign (miracle) performed by Jesus? What human religious doctrines are disproved

ok wnNE
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by thisfact?
8. What resulted from the disciples withessing this miracle?
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XXII.

JESUS FIRST RESIDENCE AT CAPERNAUM.
dJOHN 11. 12.

Bible Text:
412 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his
disciples; and there they abode not many days.

Bible Text with Commentary:

412 After this he went down to Capernaum [The site of Capernaum is generally conceded to be
marked by the ruins now cdled Te-Hum. Jesusissad to have gone "down" because Canais among the
hills and Capernaum was by the Lake of Gdlilee, about six hundred feet below sea levd], he, and his
mother, and his brethren, and his disciples [There is much dispute as to what the New Testament
writers mean by the phrase "brethren of the Lord." This phrase, found in any other than a Jewish book,
would be takento meaneither the full or haf brothers of Jesus, and it has probably that meaning here. The
Cathalic Church, contending for the perpetual virginity of our Lord's mother, has argued that his brethren
were either the sons of Joseph by a former marriage, or that they were sons of Alphaaus (also called
Clopas) and asister of our Lord's mother, who, like her, was aso cdled Mary (John xix. 25). This latter
view is based upon the fact that two of the sons of Alphaaus bear the same names asthose borne by two
of our Lord's brethren, which is far more conclusive, since the names James and Judas were extremely
common. Moreover, we learn from John vii. 5, that the Lord's brethren did not believe on him, and
harmonigts place the time of this unbdlief late in our Lord's ministry, when the sons of Alpheaus were not
only believers, but some of themevenapostles. Our Lord's brethren are mentioned nine times in the New
Testament, and a study of these references will give us some light. Three of them, viz.: Johnvii. 3, 5, 10;
l. Cor. ix. 5; Gd. i. 19, are rather noncommittal. The other Sx (Matt. xii. 46; xiii. 55; Mark iii. 32; vi. 3;
Luke viii. 19, 20; Johnii. 12) speak of hisbrethrenin connectionwithhis mother, and strongly indicate that
Jesus was the firg-born sonof Mary, and that she had at least four other sons, besides daughters. These
brethren of Jesus are congtantly represented as attending his mother, without a hint that they were not her
children. Againd this conclusion there is but one argument which has any force; namely, that our Lord
committed his mother into the keeping of the apostle John, rather than to his brethren (John xix. 25-27),
but this fact may be easly accounted for. Many mothersare but scantily and grudgingly supported by their
song|; and there they abode not many days. [Because the passover was at hand, and he went up to
Jerusdem. Thisnotice of the brief sojourn of Jesusat Capernaum throwslight on severd things: 1. It shows
where Jesus spent most of histime between hisbaptism and the first passover. 2. It helpsto explain how
the nobleman, who afterwards sought him at Cana, became acquainted withhim. 3. It prepares usto ook
for hisfira vist to Nazarethat alater period. 4. It dso explains why Jesus sought Capernaum as his place
of residence after leaving Nazareth. Moreover, it shows that the natural ties of kindred were not
immediately snapped by Christ. Until he went up to the first passover, he abode with his mother and his
brethren.]
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Study Questions.

1. Wheredid Jesus go after the wedding feast in Cana? Who went with Him?

2. Why might Jesus have gone to Capernaum?

3. What human religious doctrine is disproved by the fact that Jesus had brothers and ssters?
4,

Why didn't they stay in Cgpernaum very long?
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