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| ntroduction

INTRODUCTION

1. While Chrigians are not under the Old Testament as a system of judtification, it is of great vadue for
ustoday...
a.  Written for our learning, it isasource of comfort and hope - Ro 15:4
b. Written for our admonition, we learn what mistakesto avoid - 1 Co 10:11
c. Aswith al scripture inspired of God, it is profitable  for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness” - cf. 2 Ti 3:14-17

2. Thisisespecidly truewith regard to “ The Minor Prophets”...
a. A collection of twelve books that make up the last part of the Old Testament
b. Beginning with Hosea, and ending with Mdachi

3. Thosewilling to study these books will find their lives enriched as they increase...
a. Ther knowledge of God's holiness, righteousness, justice and mercy
b. Ther undersanding of God's dedingsin the nations of men
c. Ther gppreciation of the Bible as aliterary masterpiece

[With this lesson, we begin a series of sudiesin which wewill survey “ The Minor Prophets”. Before
we examine our first book, some introductory materia should prove helpful...]

. WHO WERE THE PROPHETS?

A. THE OLD COVENANT HAD DIFFERENT KINDS OF INSTRUCTORS...

1. TherewasM oses, the lawgiver - Neh 8:1,14; 9:13-14; Jn 1:17; 7:19

2. Therewerethe priests, adminidrators of the law - Lev 10:8-11; Hos 4:6; Eze 22:26;
Mal 2:7

3. There were the wise men, who gave counsd - 2 Sam 14:1-24; 20:16-22

4. Therewerethe psalmists, poets who were the “sweet Sngers’ of Isradl - ¢f. 2 Sam 23:1,
1Chr 6:33

5. There were the prophets, communicators of the Word of God

B. A“PROPHET” WASA SPOKESMAN FOR ANOTHER...
1. Like Aaronwasfor hisbrother Moses - Exo 4:16; 7:1
2. Theword literdly means*“to boil up like a fountain”
3. Under theinfluence of the Holy Spirit, a prophet...
a. Wasaspokesman for God - 2 Pe 1.21
b. Was given something to say, and had to say it! - Jer 20:7-9
4. A prophet was primarily a“ forth-teller”, though sometimesa“ fore-teller”
a. God'sword often pertained to future events
b. Thefulfilled prophecies of these prophets are therefore a strong proof of inspiration
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--  But much of their word pertained not to the future, but to current events

C. OTHER DESIGNATIONSHELP TO DEFINE THE ROLE OF A PROPHET...
1. Ealyinlgad shigory they werecdled “ seers’ - 1 Sam 9:9

Another gppdlation was* man of God” - 1 Sam 9:6; 1 Kin 17:18

Also known asa“ servant of God” - 1 Kin 18:36; 1 Chr 6:49

They served as God' s “ messenger” - 1sa 42:19

They were ds0 assgned therole of “ watchman” - Eze 3:17; 33:7

absonN

[ The prophets were therefore servants of God, divindly appointed and inspired to proclam His Word.
At times, they were messengers of God' sword as it gpplied to the present, serving as watchmen of the
people of God; other times, God' s message pertained to the future, and as such they were “seers’ of
things to come)]

. HOW ARE THE PROPHETS CLASS FIED?

A. ITISCOMMON TO SPEAK OF ORAL AND LITERARY PROPHETS...
1. The"oral” prophets are those who left no writings bearing their names
a. SuchasHlijahand Elisha- cf. 1 Kin 17; 2Kin 2
b. Many others, including Nathan (2 Sam 12), Gad (2 Sam 24:11), Ahijah (1 Kin 11:29)
2. Those who left books bearing their names are called the “ literary” prophets

B. THE LITERARY PROPHETSARE CATEGORIZED ASMAJOR AND MINOR
PROPHETS...
1. Augudineis credited with being the firgt to dassfy them in thisway
2. Thedidinction pertainsto the length of the books, nothing ese
a. The“major prophets’ include the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekid,
Danid
b. The“minor prophets’ are those twelve books from Hoseato Mdachi

[Aswe consder the works of the “literary’ prophets, we should note that the order of the booksin our
Biblesis not chronologicd. Therefore it may serve useful to review...]

[II.THE LITERARY PROPHETSIN CHRONOL OGICAL ORDER

Please note: Dating the prophetsis not without controversy, and with some it can be very difficult;
what | am providing are the estimates among many consarvative scholars...

A. NINTH CENTURY (EARLY ASSYRIAN PERIOD)...
1. Obadiah (ca. 845 B.C)
2. Joel (ca830B.C))
3. Jonah (790-750 B.C.)
-- Thisisduring the period of “The Divided Kingdom™ in Israel’ s history; to the north and east
the empire of Assyriawas beginning to make its presence known in Isradl

B. EIGHTH CENTURY (ASSYRIAN PERIOD)...
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Amos (755 B.C.)

Hosea (750-725 B.C.)

| saiah (740-700 B.C.)

Micah (735-700 B.C.)

-- In722 B.C,, the northern kingdom of Isragl was taken into Assyrian captivity; these
prophets were proclaiming God' s message as the nation was being threastened from the
north

o

C. SEVENTH CENTURY (CHALDEAN PERIOD)...
1. Jeremiah (626-586 B.C.)
2. Zephaniah (630-625 B.C.)
3. Nahum (625-612 B.C.)
4. Habakkuk (625-605 B.C.)
-- Assyriawas eventudly defeated by Babylon; these prophets served as God' s messengers
when the Babylonian empire threatened the kingdom of Judah

D. SXTH CENTURY (THE EXILE)...
1. Ezekiel (593-570B.C.)
2. Daniel (605-536 B.C.)
-- Like many of their countrymen, these prophets were taken into Babylonian captivity; from
Babylon they served as God' s messengers to both captives and kings

E. SIXTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES (POST-EXILIC PERIOD)...
1. Haggai (520B.C))
2. Zechariah (520-518 B.C.)
3. Malachi (ca 440B.C))
--  After the Jaws were dlowed to return home from Babylonian captivity, God used Hagga
and Zechariah to encourage the people to rebuild the temple; later, Maachi was used to
reform the priesthood during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah

[Findly, here are some thoughts on...]

V. UNDERSTANDING THE MESSAGE OF THE PROPHETS

A. THREE THINGSTO BEAR IN MIND ASYOU STUDY THE PROPHETS...
1. Seek to understand the politica, socid and religious conditions of the times
a.  Any interpretation must consder how the message was relevant for the people to whom
the prophet spoke
b. Secondary fulfillment of prophecy is often found inthe NT, but this can be understood
only when applied by inspired writers of the NT
c. Guard againg making interpretations that are purdy speculative
d. Any gpplication to modern events must be carefully harmonized in light of the NT
2. Consder God srelation to the heathen nations (i.e., other than Isradl and Judah)
a.  The prophets often revealed how directed their destiny and judged them
b. Thismay provide indght asto how Chrigt rulesthe nationstoday! - cf. Mt 28:18; Re
1:5; 2:26;27
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3. Note any teaching regarding the Messiah and His coming kingdom - Ac 26:6-7; 28:20
a. Theimmediate misson of most prophets was to save God' s people from idolatry and
wickedness
b. Faling that, they were sent to announce God' s judgment and the coming destruction of
the nation
c. But many prophets left a message of hope for the future, regarding the Messiah who
would come and establish akingdom that could never be destroyed!

B. SOME OF THE GREAT THEMESDEVELOPED BY THE PROPHETS...

1. Theholinessof God - Heis asolutely pure, righteous, just, merciful, tender, loving, and
longsuffering

2. Thesovereignty of God - He rulesthe universe and is above dl

3. Theimmutability of God'sword
a. Hecariesout His promises
b. One can depend upon Him to act consstently with His Word

4. Theterriblenessof sin
a.  God abhorsiniquity, and will not tolerate, overlook, nor excuse it
b. But He willing to forgive those who humbly repent

5. Repentance and righteousness
a. Thisisthedarion cdl of the prophets
b. Though severeis God's punishment of the wicked, yet God' s mercy isgreet in loving

kindness upon the righteous who are of broken spirit and contrite heart

6. Theworship due God - The proper reverence, awe, and respect for God will cause one

to praise Him and give thanks for Hiswonderful grace and mercy!

CONCLUSION

1. Why dudy “ The Minor Prophets’?
a. Thisquestion was asked by a dear sgter in Christ, when | preached this series before
b. Shedid not seethe vadue of Christians studying this portion of the Old Testament
C. Yet, shelater remarked how much she got out of our study of the prophets

2. Why sudy “ The Minor Prophets”? Because in them we learn about...
a. Thenaure of God, His holiness, justice, righteousness and mercy
b. Theworkings of God, as He dedt with nations, bringing judgment upon the guilty
...which can help usin our relationship with God today, giving us comfort and hope to face the
future, knowing that God isin ultimate control!

| hope this brief introduction has whetted your appetite to sudy “ The Minor Prophets”. Our next
lesson will begin the study in earnest with alook at the book of Obadiah...
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Obadiah
The Judgment Of Edom

INTRODUCTION

1. Thefirg of the“ The Minor Prophets” we shal consder is Obadiah, whose book is the shortest
of al the booksin the Old Testament

2. Hisname means*“ Servant of Yahweh (Jehovah)”, and was quite common...
a. Thirteen different people are cdled by this name in the Old Testament
b. One Jewish tradition identifies him as the one who was Ahab's steward
1) Who hid 100 prophets from Jezebel, Ahab’s wife - 1 Kin 18:3-4
2) Who feared the Lord from hisyouth - 1 Kin 18:12
c. Hemay have dso been...
1) The Obadiah sent by Jehoshaphat to teach the law in Judah - 2 Chr 17:7
2) The Obadiah who was one of the overseersin repairing the temple under Josah - 2 Chr
34:12
--  Whoever this Obadiah was, his message contains valuable lessons for us today

[Before looking at the book itsdlf, let’ s consider some...]

|. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. THE DATE...
1. Two dates are often proposed: 845 B.C. and 586 B.C.
2. The prophet refersto an attack on Jerusdem; commentators offer these two possibilities:
a. Thedaysof Jehoram (848-844 B.C.), when Philistines and Arabians attacked the city
- 2Chr 21:8-10,16-17
b. The destruction of Jerusdem by the Babylonians (586 B.C.)
3. Theinterna evidence appears to support the early date of 845 B.C. (Keil, Hailey)
a. Thelanguage of Obadiah is much different from Jeremiah
b. Thereisno mention of the destruction of the temple, the deportation to Babylon, the
remnant who went to Egypt

B. THE MESSAGE...
1. Thefall of Edom
a. Becauseof itspride
b. Anditscrudty againg Isad, their cousins
2. Theexaltation of Zion
a. When Sar, the Edomite counterpart of Zion, will be cast down
b. Therescued of Isragl will bein Zion, for in it the redeemed shdl be found
-- For thisreason | have subtitled thislesson as“ The Judgment Of Edom”

C. THEHISTORY OF EDOM...
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The people of Edom descended from Esau, Jacob’ s twin brother
2. Therewas shling rivalry between Edom and Isradl, found first in Esau and Jacob
a. Thetwins sruggled in their mother’s womb - Gen 25:22-26
b. Esau sold hishbirthright to Jacob - Gen 25:27-34
c. Jacob stole Esau' s blessing as the firgtborn - Gen 27
3. While Jacob and Esau eventudly reconciled (Gen 32-33), their descendants were often at
odds with one another
a. Inthe Exodus, Edom refused Isradl passage through their land - Num 20:14-21
b. Edom wasfinaly subjected by David - 2 Sam 8:13-14
c. During the reign of Jehoram, Edom revolted - 2 Kin 8:20-22
4. Located south of the Dead Seg, they built ther citiesin the cliffs and thought themselves
impregnable
5. After the prophecy of Obadiah...
a. The Edomites were overcome by the Nabataeans, forced to settle south of Judah
b. Around 100 B.C., they were conquered by John Hyrcanus of the Maccabees
1) Who forced many of them to be circumcised and accept the Law
2) Assuch, many became nomina Jewish prosdytes (Herod the Great was one)
c. By 100 A.D., Edom as arace and nation had become logt to history

[With this background, let’ s now read through the prophecy of Obadiah, with the aid of the following...]

II. OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

A. THE COMING JUDGMENT ON EDOM... (1-9)

The decree has gone forth to the nations (1)

Decealved by pride in her location, Edom will be brought down (2-4)
Destruction will be complete (5-6)

Edom will be betrayed by alies (7)

Not even wisdom and might can save them (8-9)

o wbdpE

B. THE REASON FOR JUDGMENT ON EDOM... (10-16)
1. For violence and unbrotherly conduct toward Jacob (10-11)
2. A rebuke againgt such conduct (12-14)
3. Thereforethe“ Day of the Lord” for them will mean receiving the same sort of trestment!
(15-16)

C. THE EXALTATION OF ISRAEL OVER EDOM... (17-21)
1. Ddiverance and holiness will be found on Mt. Zion, not Mt. Sar! (17a)
2. Thehouse of Jacob shal consume the house of Esau (17b-18)
3. Thechildren of Israel will possess Edom and surrounding nations (19-20)
4. Theultimate rule will be that of the Lord's (21)

[With this brief perusal of Obadiah's* vision” concerning Edom (1), here are some thoughts
regarding...]

[11.THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROPHECY
Studies In The Minor Prophets 8
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A. ITSIMMEDIATE FULFILLMENT...

1. Edom'sdestruction began with the Babylonian invasion under Nebuchadnezzar (ca. 600
B.C))

2. It continued into the fourth century B.C. with the invason of the Arabs known as the
Nabataeans, forcing them to aregion south of Judah

3. Inthe second century B.C., the Maccabees brought them under subjection when Judas
Maccabeus dew twenty thousand of them

4. John Hyrcanus (134-104 B.C.) forced the remnant to accept circumcision and the Law

B. ITSULTIMATE FULFILLMENT...
1. May likely have been with the coming of the Messiah (Jesus Christ)!
2. For with His coming, and the establishment of the spiritua kingdom beginning in Jerusdem...
a. Ddiverance and holiness did come from Mt. Zion (i.e. Jerusdem)! - Lk 24:47
b. Thekingdom (rule) istheLord' s - cf. Lk 1:31-34; Mt 28:18; 1 Pe 3:22; Re 1.5
c. Thehouse of Jacob (i.e, the true spiritua Isragl) did possess Edom as the Gentiles
among them became Chrigtiand! - cf. Ro 11:13-18 (where faithful Gentiles are spoken
as being grafted into the stock of Isragl)
3. Assaupport for this interpretation, consder:
a. The prophecy of Balaam - Num 24:15-19
b. The prophecy of Amos - Amo 9:11-12
c. The gpplication by James at the council in Jerusalem - Ac 15:13-17
1) Who understood the conversion of the Gentilesto be afulfillment of Amaos
2) Therefore the fulfillment isfigurative, not literd, as Gentiles become Chridtians

[Findly, afew thoughts about some...]

IV.LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

A. “PRIDE GOESBEFORE DESTRUCTION...” - Pro 16:18
1. Prideleadsto vanity and a sense of independence from God
2. Just as Edom took pride in their geographica location, dlies, wisdom and might
3. Such arrogance God will punish - cf. 1sa 13:9-11
-- Arewe on guard againgt such pride?

B. DO NOT MISTREAT YOUR BRETHREN...
1. Thiswas Edom sguilt dso (10)
2. How wetreat our brethren affects our relationship with the Lord - ¢f. 1 Co 8:12
-- Arewe careful about our dedlings with our brethren?

C. “DO NOT REJOICE WHEN YOUR ENEMY FALLS..” - Pro 24:17-18
1. This Edom did when Judah was plundered (12)
2. Thissort of gloating is disoleasing to God!
-- Do wergoice when our enemy fdls?

D. INTIME OF DIVINE JUDGMENT, GOD PROVIDESA MEANSAND PLACE OF
Studies In The Minor Prophets 9
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ESCAPE FOR THOSE WHO TURN TO HIM...
1. Noteagain verse 17, where Mount Zion would become a place of deliverance
2. Today, spiritud Mount Zion is aplace to which we can turn - cf. He 12:22-24
3. Itisaplace where we can find:
a. “thecity of theliving God”
“the heavenly Jerusalem”
“an innumerable company of angels’
“thefirstborn registered in heaven”
“God the Judge of all”
“the spirits of just men made perfect”
“Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant”
“the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel”
Of course, thisiswhat we come to as we obey the gospel of Christ!

S@ropooCoT

CONCLUSION

1. Withthishbrief look a “ The Book Of Obadiah”, we have seen that...
a. The prophets were not limited in their prophecies to just the nation of Israel
b. God held the hesthen nations accountable for their actions
c. Whileit was written primarily to comfort the Isradlites in Obadiah s day, there are lessons to be
gleaned for us as well
d. The message of hope may have had its ultimate fulfillment in what we can enjoy ourselves today,
in the person and work of Jesus Chrigt!

2. Inverse 15, wefind the expresson “the day of the Lord” ...
a.  Anexpresson often used by the prophets referring to God' s judgment upon the nations
b. The paticular “day of the Lord” of which Obadiah wrote was* near” , and was fulfilled with the
destruction of Edom
c. Butthereisanother “day of the Lord” yet to come...!
1) Of which God' s judgments upon the nations were only a shadow, atype
2) Peter writes of that day, in which the whole world will be judged - 2 Pe 3:7-13

Are we ready for that “day of the Lord”? Or do wein our arrogance take pride in our wisdom, might,
or pogtionin life? If so, “the pride of your heart has deceived you” (3). How much better to
humbly recognize thét...

“...on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness;” (17)

Have you come to Mount Zion, and to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant?

Studies In The Minor Prophets 10
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Joel
The Day Of ThelLord (1:1-2:27)

INTRODUCTION

1. Wenow turn to the book of Joel, and thiswill be the firgt of two lessons
2. Thename*“Jod” means*“ Jehovah is God” , and we know very little about the author...
a.  The name appears frequently, with at least a dozen men sharing the name in the O.T.
b. Described as*®the son of Pethuel” (1:1), there is no reason to associate him with any other
Jod mentioned in the Bible
[Aswe begin our study, let’s do so with some...]

|. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. THE DATE...
1. Thedate of the book is uncertain
a. Someplaceit as one of the earliest of the “literary prophets’ (ca. 900 B.C.)
b. Othersbelieveit waswritten after the Exile (ca. 400 B.C.)
2. Hailey, Young, and other scholars defend the early date
a. Suggesting adate of 830 B.C.
b. Whichisthedate | am presuming for our study

B. THE OCCASION...
1. Joel's prophecy was occasioned by a caamity that had struck the land
a. Literdly, it isdescribed as alocust plague
b. Some suggest that the locusts were symbolicd of an army that had inveded
2. | take the description of the plague asliterd

C. THE MESSAGE...
1. Jod seesthelocust plague as awarning from God
a. That the cdamity was herdding “the day of the Lord” which was coming
b. That if the people did not repent, this “day” would bring even more destruction
2. So Joel’'smessageis*® Seek the Lord through repentance!” (1:1-2:27)
3. Jod ds0 has some things to say about what shal cometo pass* afterward” (2:28-3:21)

[With this brief background as an introduction, let’s now begin reading the book with the aid of the
following outline...]

Il. OUTLINE OF THE BOOK (1:1-2:27)

A. THELAND ISLAID WASTE... (1:1-12)
1. Joe providesagraphic description of the locust plague (1-4)
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2. Hecdlsfor people to weep over the devadtation (5-12)

B. APLEA TO CRY OUT TO THE LORD... (1:13-20)
1. Tobeled by the priests, consecrating afast and caling the people together (13-14)
2. For the present destruction is herdding the coming “ day of the Lord” (15-18)
3. Jod and the beasts take the lead, with their own cry to the Lord (19-20)

C. THE COMING “DAY OF THE LORD”... (2:1-11)
1. A cry towarn the people, for the day is coming! (1)
2. Thispaticular “ day of the Lord” isvividly described (2-11)
a. It will bearecurrence of the locust plague
b. Described as an invading army, an army led by God!

D. ACALL TO REPENTANCE... (2:12-17)
1. Voicedfirg by God Himsdf (12)
2. Then daborated upon by Jod (13-17)
a. Repent, for God Who is gracious may relent and provide ablessng
b. Makeit anationa repentance, led by the priests

E. THE LORD'SPROMISE IF THERE ISREPENTANCE... (2:18-20)
1. Hewill be zedous for Hisland, and show pity to the people (18)
2. Hewill blessthem with grain, wine, and ail (19)
3. Hewill removethe “amy” (locusts) from the north (20)

F. A CALL TO COURAGE AND GLADNESS... (2:21-24)
1. A cdl directed by Jod towards:
a. Theland, for the Lord has done marvelous things (21)
b. Thebeastsof thefidld, for the pastures and trees are fruitful once again (22)
c. Thechildren of Zion, for the Lord is blessing the land with rain and afull harvest (23-24)
2. This passage implies the people repented, and the Lord was keeping His promise!

G. THE LORD’'SREASSURANCE... (2:25-27)
1. God will restore what His “army” (the locusts) had destroyed (25)
2. They be blessed with plenty, and praise God for His grace (26)
3. Thenthey shdl truly know that God is over them (27)

[Thisendsthe first part of Jod’s prophecy. It clearly pertained to the people of hisday. Therest of the
book looks forward to a period described as “ afterward” (2:28), “in those days and at that time”
(3:1), and “in that day” (3:18). Thissection we will examinein our next lesson.

But from what we have read thus far, what lessons can we learn from Jod 7]

I11.LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF JOEL

A. THE VALUE OF NATURAL CALAMITIES...
1. They can serveto turn men back to God

Studies In The Minor Prophets 12
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God certainly used them to reach out to His peoplein O.T. times - cf. Amo 4:6-12

But not dl caamities come from God; some came from Satan - cf. Job 1:6-19

4. Whether caamities come from God, Satan, or are purely coincidenta, they should be times
of reflection concerning life and our relaionship to God - eg., Job 1:20-22

w

B. THE NATURE OF TRUE REPENTANCE... (2:12-13a)
1. It must bewith dl our heart (12a)
2. It must beinward, not just outward (12b-13a)

C. THE NATURE OF GOD... (2:13b)
1. Heisgracious and merciful, dow to anger and of great kindness - cf. Psa 103:8-14
2. Herdentsfrom doing harm when we repent - cf. Jer 18:7-8

D. “THE DAY OF THE LORD” CAN BE AVERTED...
1. “Theday of the Lord” often refersto God' s judgment upon anation
a. Such judgments were many, and often described in terms indicative of the find judgment
a the end of time - cf. the judgment of Babylon, 1sa 13:1-13
b. Inthefirs part of Joel’s prophecy, it referred to a plague of locusts that would be
greater than what they had dready experienced - Joel 2:1-11
2. But such judgments could be averted - cf. Jer 18:7-8
a.  Such happened with the city of Nineveh - cf. Jonah 3:1-10
b. Andwhen we compare Jodl 1:11; 2:1,11 with 2:13-14,18-23, it appears to have been
averted in Joe’ s day!
3. Of course, this does not pertain to the “ ultimate” day of the Lord at the end of time, but to
the” prdiminary” judgments that God often brings upon a nation

CONCLUSION

1. Our next lesson will complete our survey of the book of Jod, in which we will find...
a. Jod writing of events that heraded the beginning of the Chrigtian digpensation
b. Morelessonsthat are of vaue to the Chrigtian

2. Butindosng, may | remind you of that “day of the Lord” which isyet to come?
a. A day vividly described in 2 Pe 3:7-10
b. A day which cannot be averted, but for which we can prepare - 2 Pe 3:11-14

For those who prepare themsdlves for this coming “day of the Lord”, they will find that indeed the Lord
is* gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness’ (Joel 2:13). But for those who
continue in their ans, we can only say with Jod!...

“Alasfor the day! For the day of the LORD isat hand; It shall come as
destruction from the Almighty.” (Joel 1:15)
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Joel
The Day Of TheLord (2:28-3:21)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson on Jod, we saw that...

a

b.

C.

d.

Joe!’ s prophecy was occasioned by a plague of locusts - |:2-4

He proclaimed the plague as awarning from God - 1: 15-16

1) If the people would not repent, “ the day of the Lord” would come and bring greater
destruction - 2:1-5

2) If they did repent, then materia blessngswould ~ follow - 2:12-14

Jod therefore cdled for a nationd repentance - 2:15-17a

Evidently hiswork was effective, for he describes the blessngs that had come - 2:21-27

2. We ds0 noticed some lessons to be learned from the book...

a

b
C.
d

The vaue of natura caamities (which can serve to turn men to God)

. The nature of true repentance - 2:12-13

The character of the Lord - 2:13b

. “Theday of the Lord”, when referring to God' s judgment on a city or nation, can be averted

- cf. dso Jer 18:7-8; Jonah 3:1-10

3. Inthislesson, we shdl complete our survey of Jod by reading 2:28-3:21...

a

b.

With attention to the prophetic element of this passage
Offering comments concerning itsinterpretation

[Let’ s begin with a careful reading of this passage...]

. JOEL’'SPROPHECY OF THE FUTURE

A. WHAT SHALL COME TO PASS“AFTERWARD” ... (2:26-32)

B.

1. God's Spirit will be poured out on dl flesh - 2:28-29

2. Wondersin heaven and earth to gppear before the coming of “the day of the Lord” - 2:
30-31

3. There shdl be ddiverance in Mount Zion and Jerusdem - 2:32

WHAT SHALL OCCUR “IN THOSE DAYS”... (3:1-17)
1. Godwill judge dl the nations on account of His people - 3:1-3
2. Specificaly mentioned are Tyre, Sidon and Philistia- 3:4-8
a. Who had mistreated God' s people
b. Who shdl be treated as they treated others
3. Thenations are caled to do battle - 3:9-12
a. “Preparefor war!”
b. Cometothe*Valley of Jehoshaphat”, where the Lord will judge the nations
1) Jehoshaphat means*“ God shall judge”
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2) Thevdley referred to may be the Kidron near Jerusdem
4. The outcome - 3:13-17
a. Therewill be agresat harvest
b. “Theday of the Lord” isdescribed...
1) Asnearinthis®valley of decision”
2) Inwhich the heavenly bodies are diminished and shaken
c. While God' s people find shelter and strength in Him
d. The Lord will be known and dwell in Zion, Jerusdem forever remaining holy

C. WHAT SHALL COME TO PASS“IN THAT DAY”... (3:18-21)
1. Judah shdl be blessed by a“ fountain...from the house of the Lord” - 3:18
2. Egypt and Edom will be desolate because of their violence - 3:19
3. Judah and Jerusdem shdl abide forever, acquitted of ther guilt - 3:20-21

[Such is the prophetic message of Jod. What he says is clear enough. What he means is something
elsel Hereareafew thoughtson...]

II. INTERPRETING JOEL’'SPROPHECY

A. THERE ARE THREE KEY PHRASES...
1. “it shall cometo pass afterward” - 2:28
a. Thisperiod of timeiscearly defined by Peter in Ac 2:14-21
b. Inwhich he gppliesit to the events on the Day of Pentecost
2. “inthosedaysand at that time” - 3:1
a. Thesame period of time as described in 2:28-32
b. l.e, a some point during the Messanic age or dispensation
3. “inthat day” - 3:18
a. The context placesthis after “the day of the Lord”
b. l.e, a some point during the Messianic age, but not until after the judgment of the
nationsin the* Valley of Jehoshaphat”

B. DETERMINING THE TIME AND EVENTS...
1. Ceatanly 2:28-29 refersto a period beginning with the events described in Acts 2
a. Peter said “thisis what was spoken by the prophet Joel” - Ac 2:16
b. Aningpired satement pinpointing when this prophecy began to be fulfilled
2. However, there are different opinions regarding Joel 2:30-3:21
a “Theday of the Lord” in2:30-31 isvaioudy interpreted as.
1) Thededtruction of Jerusdemin 70 AD
2) Thefind coming of the Lord
b. Thejudgment inthe* valley of Jehoshaphat” in 3:1-17 isvarioudy interpreted:
1) Asfigurative, by some; literd, by others
2) Referring to no specific judgment, by some
3) Referring to a specific judgment at sometime, by others...
1) E.g., after the destruction of Jerusdem in 70 AD
2) E.g., The“Battle of Armageddon’ prior to the “millennium” - Re 16:14-16
3) E.g., the battle after the “millennium’” described in Re 20:7-10
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Various views are do offered for the blessng of Judah and Jerusdemin 3:18-21

--  With such differencesin interpretation, one should not be dogmetic

C. HEREISMY OWN UNDERSTANDING OF 2:30-3:21...
The passage is not to be taken literdly

1.

a

b.

It would be physicaly impossible for all the nationsto gather in the Valley of
Jehoshaphat” - 3:2,12

The*Valley of Acacias’ islocated on the other Sde of the Jordan River, making it
geographically impossible to be watered by a stream from Jerusdlem - 3: 18

This passage speaks in terms meaningful and comforting to Israglites in Jodl’ s day

a

b.

The prophecy was initidly given to comfort them, give them hope for the future
Therefore prophetic eements are described in terms to which they could relate
1) E.g., ddiveranceinthar capitd, Jerusdem - 2:32

2) E.g., judgment upon those enemies who oppressed them - 3:1-8

3) E.g., desolation of such enemies as Edom and Egypt - 3:19

4) E.g. blessngsto befdl the nation and the land - 3:18, 20-21

But it refers to spiritud redities fulfilled with the coming of the Messiah!

a

b.

C.

Sdvation and deliverance will indeed come out of Zion and Jerusdem - cf. 2: 32 with
Lk 24:44-47, He 12:22-24

God will judge the enemies of His people - cf. 3:1-17 with Re 4-20 (esp. Re 20:7-10)
In the end, God' s people will prosper and the wicked will be desolate - cf. 3:18-21
with Re 21-22 (esp. Re 22:1-2)

Thisistrue whether or not any particular event is referred to in this passage

a

b.

C.

| lean toward the view that “the day of the Lord” in this passageisthe Final Judgment
when the Lord comes again
Othersthink that it refersto the Destruction Of Jerusalemin 70 A.D
Whatever one’ s interpretation, the application isthe same...
1) Themeansand source of salvation: The Lord Himsdlf - 2:32
2) Theday of the Lord iscoming!
a) A teribleday for the wicked - cf. 3:14-16a
b) But for God's people thereis shelter and strength - cf. 3:16b

CONCLUSION

1.

Ingudying “ The Minor Prophets” ...
a. Determining the proper inter pretation is certainly aworthy god
b. But determining the proper application is our essentid task!

If this be true, then the crucid questionisthis Have we found that salvation, ddliverance, shelter
and strength only the Lord can provide when the find “day of the Lord” comes?

To know where to look, one should carefully read Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost, after he had
quoted Jod - cf. Ac 2:22-39
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Jonah
Messenger To Nineveh

INTRODUCTION

1. Tothemost wel known of “ The Minor Prophets” we now come: Jonah, whose name means
13 Doveﬂ

2. Hisbook does not contain prophecy per s, rather it contains the history of a prophet...
a. A prophet who was rductant to fulfill the misson God assgned him
b. A prophet who complained when his misson proved successful
--  What kind of prophet isthat? Perhaps one that reveals what may be true of ourselves!

3. Thisshort book of Jonah easlly fdlsinto four sections...
a. Running Away From God (chapter one)
b. Running To God (chapter two)
¢. Running With God (chapter three)
d. Running Ahead of God (chapter four)

4. Inthisbrief survey of the book, we will Smply read our way through it...
a. Making observations as we go aong
b. Offering lessons that can be glean from each section

[With the first chapter then, we soon find Jonah...]

. RUNNING AWAY FROM GOD (1:1-17)

A. AN OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER...
1. God commissions Jonah to preach in Nineveh - 1:1-2
2. Jonah rebesagaingt God'splan - 1:3
3. God hasaplan for Jonah - 1:4-17
a Hesends“agreat wind onthesed’ - 1:4-16
b. Heprepares“agreat fish’ - 1:17

B. OBSERVATIONSIN READING THE TEXT...

1. Jonahisadso mentioned in 2 Kin 14:23-25
a. Heprophesied during thereign of Jeroboam |1 (ca. 793-753 B.C.)
b. Hewasfrom Gath Hepher (4 miles NE of what was later Nazar eth in Gdlileg)

2. Ninevehwasthe capitd of Assyria
a. It waslocated about 220 miles NNW of the present city of Baghdad
b. The Assyrians were noted for their cruelty, especialy to prisoners

3. Thedity of Tarshish
a. A Phoenician outpost in SW Spain
b. On the edge of the Mediterranean world, Jonah was running in the opposite direction of
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Nineveh
4. In retrieving Jonah, God gained some converts (the sailors) - cf. 1:14-16

C. LESSONSFROM CHAPTER ONE...
1. God concerns Himsdlf with the wickedness of hesthen nations - 1:2
2. One cannot run away from God! - cf. Ps 139:7-11
3. Godisadeto useincidentsin the lives of His servantsfor Hisglory - cf. 1.5 with 1:14-16

[With the end of chapter one, Jonah is now in the belly of the greeat fish. Having run away from God,
we now find him...]

Il. RUNNING TO GOD (2:1-10)

A. AN OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER...
1. Jonah's prayer - 2:1-9
2. Jonah's deliverance - 2:10

B. OBSERVATIONSIN READING THE TEXT...

1. The prayer iswritten like a psam; its present form may have been composed after the fact,
looking back

2. Jonah redized that what happened was God' sdoing - 1.3

3. ltisinteresting to note that his prayer is more of athanksgiving, than a petition

C. LESSONSFROM CHAPTER TWO...
1. “Someone has observed that there are times when we must be made to go into the lowest
depths thet we may regain aliving faith’ (Hailey)
2. Prayersintime of need should be made with an attitude of thanksgiving aswell as petition
- cf. Ph 4:6

[Having learned his lesson, Jonah is now ready to do God' s will; so we next see him...]

[1.RUNNING WITH GOD (3:1-10)

A. AN OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER...
1. ThelLord again commissions Jonah to preach in Nineveh - 3:1-2
2. Jonah obeys and proclaims God's message - 3:3-4
3. The people of Nineveh are moved to repent, including the king - 3:5-9
4. The Lord takes notice, and relents of the disaster He had intended to bring - 3: 10

B. OBSERVATIONSIN READING THE TEXT...
1. Jonal's message was brief, yet clear - 3:4
2. Anunusud fast isproclamed - 3:5-7
a. Three days without food and water
b. For both man and beast
3. With sackcloth for both man and beest, the king cdls for atrue change of behavior - 3:8-9
4. Theking of Assyriareasons like the prophet Jod - cf. 3:9 with Joel 2:14
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5. Nineveli sexample of repentance is arebuke of Isradl...
a. lgad in Jonaisown day - cf. 2Kin 17:13-14,18; 2 Chr 36:15-16
b. lsrad inthe daysof Jesus- cf. Mt 12:41

C. LESSONSFROM CHAPTER THREE...
1. Such preaching of condemnation is often conditiond - cf. Jer 18:7-10
2. Theleast likely prospects might be the ones who will convert - eg., 1 Co 6:9-11
3. We seethe place of fasting and prayer, as one seeksto petition God - eg., Ezr 8:21-23

[Jonah' s misson was asuccess: Souls headed for destruction were saved! 'Y ou would think that Jonah
would have been dated. But in the fina chapter we are surprised to see this prophet...]

V. RUNNING AHEAD OF GOD (4:1-11)

A. AN OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER...
1. Jonah ventshisanger - 4:1-4
a. Angry because he knew that God would relent - 4:1-2
b. Soangry that he desiresto die-4:3-4
2. God uses aplant, aworm, and a hot east wind to teach Jonah - 4:5-18
a. A plant to provide shade for Jonah - 4:5-6
b. A worm to destroy the plant - 4.7
C. A vehement east wind that with the sun exhausts Jonah - 4:8
3. God usesthe plant to teach Jonah an object lesson - 4:9-11
a. Jonah isangry about the plant - 4:9
b. Shouldn't he have smilar pity on Nineveh?-4:10-11

B. OBSERVATIONSIN READING THE TEXT...

1. Wefind Jonah manifesting a sectarian Soirit
a. Perhaps there was an underlying racism in Jonah s heart
b. Thismay explain why he fled to Tarshish in the beginning

2. He possessed the same spirit as:
a. Thedder brother of the prodiga son - cf. Lk 15:11-32
b. The Phariseestoward Jesus eating with snners- Mt 9:10-11

3. Jonah is shown to have more compasson for a plant, than for innocent children!

C. LESSONSFROM CHAPTER FOUR...
1. Welearn the danger of a sectarian spirit
a. It makes usto be petty
b. It blinds usto matters of greater importance
2. We see God's nature
a. Heisgracious, merciful, dow to anger
b. Abundant in loving kindness, He iswilling to relent when there is repentance

CONCLUSION

1. Thebook of Jonahisof vaueto preachers...
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a. Never prgudge an audience
b. Don't try to avoid the responsibility God has placed on you

2. Thebook of Jonahisof vaueto all Chrigtians...
a. Don't have a Hfish, narrow-minded, sectarian spirit
b. Be concerned for dl the wicked, whoever and wherever they might be

3. Thebook of Jonah isof vaueto snners...
a. God lovesyou
b. Dedructioniscoming...
1) But He sent Chrigt and the gpostles to reved Hiswill and save you
2) Today He has His preachers and teachers to warn you
c. Sdvaionisavalable wherever thereis true repentance and obedience!

Findly, may the example of Nineveh' s repentance remind us of what Jesus said:
“The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a
greater than Jonah ishere” (Mt 12:41)

Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah; have we repented at the preaching of One (Jesus) Whois
much grester?
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Amos
The Country Prophet (1:1-2:16)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inoursurvey of “The Minor Prophets”, we have aready considered...
a. Obadiah, who prophesied of the judgment to befal Edom
b. Joel, who proclamed alocust plague as a harbinger of “the day of the Lord”
c. Jonah, God's messenger to the Assyrian city of Nineveh

2. Our next prophet is Amos...
a. A shepherd and gatherer of sycamore fruit caled by God to prophesy - Amo 7:14-15
b. Who proclaimed God's message concerning eight nations, with an emphasis on the northern
kingdom of Isradl

3. Hisbook isdivided into three sections...
a. A siesof oracles concerning sin and judgment of eight nations (ch. 1-2)
b. A seriesof sermons concerning the sn and judgment of Isradl (ch. 3-6)
c. A siesof visons regarding the sn and judgment of Israel (ch. 7-9)

[This lesson will examine the firgt section, with alook at the or acles Amos proclaimed againg eight
nations. We begin with areading of Amo 1:1-2, which servesas an...]

|. INTRODUCTION (1:1-2)

A. THE MAN...

1
2.

Name - Amos means “burden-bearer”

Home - Thevillage of Tekoa

a. 12 miles south of Jerusdem, 18 mileswest of the Dead Sea

b. Near the wilderness of Judea, avery rugged area

--  So while he was Judah, he primarily prophesied againg Isragl in the north

Occupation - “ a sheep breeder and a tender of sycamore fruit.” (Amo 7:14)

a.  An outdoorsman, accustomed to the wilds of nature, and of hard, honest toil

b. It would be easy for him to have little sympathy for the lazy and materidistic conduct of
his northern kinsman

Character

a. Not known for his sympathy or warmth, but for his sense of judtice and right

b. “Not asobisto befound in hisbook for the nation of wicked apostates, and there is
only asigh for the poor” (Hailey)

c. Heisreminiscent of John the Baptist

B. THE DATE...

1.

He prophesied in the days of:
a. Uzziah, king of Judah
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b. Jeroboam Il of Israel
2. Two years before an earthquake
3. Whilethe actud dateis unknown, 755 B.C. is often suggested

C. THEPEOPLE...
1. Hisaudienceis primarily the northern kingdom of Israel
2. Conditions which characterized them at thistime:
a. Waedthy, enjoying great luxury
b. Mordly, reigioudy, and paliticaly corrupt

D. HISMESSAGE...

1. InAmo 1:2, we see avivid picture of the Lord as alion whose roar to the north reaches all
the way to Mt. Carmel

2. Thisdescribes what God is doing through Amoas, proclaiming a fiery message of
condemnation and judgment againg |srad and the surrounding nations

3. “Thepeople of Israd were now & the summit of worldly prosperity, but were rapidly filling
up the measure of their ans. The misson of Amoswas, therefore, rather to threaten than to
console. He rebukes, among other things, the corruption of their manners, which kept pace
with their prosperity; he charges the great men with partidity as judges, and violence
towards the poor; and he foretells, as a punishment from God, the captivity of the ten tribes
inaforeign country...” - The Bible Handbook, Angus and Green

[With ver se 2 asagood preview of the nature of Amos' prophecy, let’s now survey the fird main
section of the book of Amos...]

II. THE "ORACLES” OF SIN AND JUDGMENT UPON THE NATIONS (1:3-2:16)

A. DAMASCUS-Amo 1:3-5
1. Sin - cruety toward the inhabitants of Gilead (the tribes of Gad and Reuben)
2. Judgment - destruction and captivity
a. Hazad wasthe murderer of Ben-Hadad |, and usurper of histhrone - 2 Kin 8:7-15
b. Ben-Hadad Il wasthe son of Hazdl - cf. 2 K 13:3,22-25
3. Fulfillment - by the Assyrians - cf. 2 Kin 16:1-9

B. GAZA (PHILISTIA) - Amo 1:6-8
1. Sin-engaging in davetraffic
2. Judgment - total devastation
3. Fulfillment - by the Assyrians

C. TYRE-Amo 1:9-10
1. Sin - davetréffic; did not remember the covenant of “brotherhood” (between Solomon and
Hiram?- cf. 1Kin 5:12)
2. Judgment - destruction
3. Fulfillment - started by Nebuchadnezzar; finished by Alexander the Gresat

D. EDOM - Amo 1:11-12
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1. Sin - crudty to brethren - cf. Oba 1:10-12
2. Judgment - destruction upon Teman (capita) and Bozrah (another chief city)
3. Fulfillment - by the Nabateans, ca400 B.C.

E. AMMON - Amo 1:13-15
1. Sin - murder of pregnant women in Gilead (the tribes of Gad and Reuben)
2. Judgment - destruction of Rabbah (capita) and captivity
3. Fulfillment - by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon

F. MOAB -Amo2:1-3
1. Sin - burned the king of Edom' sbonesto lime
2. Judgment - dedtruction of the chief city of Kerioth
3. Fulfillment - by the Babylonians

G. JUDAH - Amo 2:4-5
1. Sin - gpostasy from the Law
2. Judgment - Jerusalem (the capital) to be destroyed
3. Fulfillment - by Nebuchadnezzar, 586 B.C.

H. ISRAEL - Amo 2:6-16
1. Sn-seved sansareliged...

a

b
C.
d

Socid injustice (dave trade and abuse of the poor)

. Immordity (progtitution)

Idolatry (worshipping other gods)

. Rebdlion againg God, who...

a. Cadt out the Amorites before them

b. Ddivered them from theland of Egypt

c. Gavethem prophets and Nazarites, whom they corrupted

The effect of which weighed God down like a cart full of sheaves- Amo 2:13

2. Judgment - their inability to flee when destruction comes upon them
3. Fulfillment - by the Assyriansin 722-721 B.C. - 2 Kin 17:5-23

[1t is gpparent that the focusin this section is primarily upon the northern kingdom of Isragl, even though

Judah did not escape condemnation. What |essons might we glean from these first two chapters...?]

I[11.LESSONSFROM THE “ORACLES” OF AMOS

A. GOD HOLDSTHE NATIONSOF MEN ACCOUNTABLE...
1. Hewasnot just concerned with His covenant people of Isradl
2. Aswe saw with Obadiah and Jonah, God judged the surrounding nations as well
3 AsFarrar saysof Amos “Hiswhole message centers in the common prophetic conviction

that God isthe sole and righteous Governor of the world, judging the people righteoudy,

and when they rebd, dashing them to pieces like a potter’ s vessd.”
2. Thesameauthority is given to Christ today! - cf. Mt 28:18; Re 1:5; 2:26-27

B. APOSTASY AND CRUELTY TREATED ALIKE...
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1. God condemned:

a. The heathensfor their crudty

b. Judah and Isradl for their gpostasy from the Law
2. But their judgments were basicaly the samel

C. THE STANDARDSTO WHICH NATIONSWERE HELD ACCOUNTABLE...
1. The heathen were judged for their violaion of basic principles of righteousness
2. The people of God were judged by their faithfulnessto God' s revealed Word!
--  Akin to wha we find Paul writingin Ro 2:12-15

CONCLUSION

1. Inour next lesson we will continue our study of Amos...
a. Looking at chapters 3-6, which concentrate on the sins and judgment of Israel
b. Where more lessons can be gleaned for us to apply today

2. Having read of the many judgments God pronounced upon these eight nations...
a. Wearereminded that God is arighteous God
b. Onewho holds men and nations accountable for their actions

Arewe ready for that great Day of Judgment, in which we will one day be held accountable for our
actions? As Paul wrote;

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may

receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether

good or bad. Knowing, therefore, theterror of the Lord, we persuade men...”
(2Co05:10-11a)

Areyou willing to let the Word of God persuade you to do what is right?
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AMmos
The Country Prophet (3:1-6:14)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study we began our survey of the book of Amas...

a. A prophet of God, who was...
1) A country shepherd and gatherer of sycamore fruit - Amo 7:14-15
2) Cdledto proclaim God's judgments on the nations, especidly Israel

b. Whose book is divided into three sections, in which wefind...
1) Oracles concerning sin and judgment of eight nations (ch. 1-2)
2) Sermons concerning the sin and judgment of Israd (ch. 3-6)
3) Visons regarding the an and judgment of Isradl (ch. 7-9)

c. Inhis“oracles’, we saw that God pronounced judgment upon...
1) Heathen nations, such as Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab
2) The people of God, both Judah and Isragl
-- With emphasis placed upon the sins and judgment of the northern kingdom of Israel

2. Inthislesson, we shdl direct our atention to the “sermons” in chapter s 3-6
a. There arethree sermons, each beginning with “Hear thisword...” - 3:1; 4:1; 5:1
b. Thefocus of these sermonsis Israd, the kingdom in the north

[From an outlineby Ryrie, thefirg “sermon’ could be entitled...]

|. THE DOOM OF ISRAEL (3:1-15)

A. AMOSDEFENDSHISRIGHT TO PROPHESY ...

1. TheLord has spoken againgt Israel - Amo 3:1-2
a.  With whom He has had a specid relationship
b. Whom He now will punish for their sns

2. Seven questions with obvious answers - Amo 3:3-6
a. The purpose and meaning of these questions have been varioudy interpreted
b. But ther intent gppears to enforce the logic of what follows in the next two verses

3. Can aprophet remain slent when God speaks? - Amo 3:7-8
a. TheLord does nothing unless He reveds it by one of His prophets
b. Likealionthat hasroared (cf. Amo 1:2), God has spoken and Amos must prophesy!

B. ISRAEL’'SDOOM...
1. Ashdod and Egypt are cdled to witness |sradl’ s wickedness - Amo 3:9-10
2. lsrad will be plundered by an adversary - Amo 3:11-15
a. Though never identified by Amos, Isaiah declared that it would be Assyria
b. Concerning Isragl’ s coming punishment:
1) Only aremnant will survive of those who dwel in luxury, like a piece of lamb left
over after being ravaged by alion
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2) Dedstruction will come upon the atars of Bethd (cf. Jeroboam' sidolatry)
3) Dedruction will befdl ther luxurious homes

[With thisfirgt “sermon’, destruction is pronounced upon Isragl. The sin of some of the men was
mentioned earlier (Amo 2:6-8), with the next “sermon’ we see the wickedness of the women...]

II. THE DEPRAVITY OF THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL (4:1-13)

A. THE“COWSOF BASHAN”, THEY ARE INSATIABLE...
1. Livingin Samaria (Isadl) they were:
a. Oppressing the poor and needy - Amo 4.1
b. Crying out for wine- Amo 4:2
2. For which they will suffer painful deportation to aforeign land - Amo 4:3

B. A SARCASTIC CALL TO WORSHIP...
1. Toworship their fase gods a Bethd and Gilgd - Amo 4:4-5
2. Desgned to show how far they have departed from God

C. THEY HAD REJECTED GOD’'SCHASTISEMENTS...

1. They had failed to respond to God' s efforts to get them to repent
a. Famine- Amo 4:6
b. Drought - Amo 4:7-8
c. Pedtilence - Amo 4:9
d. Plague and war - Amo 4:10
e. Earthquake, or perhaps volcanic eruptions- Amo 4:11

2. Therefore they must prepare to meet their God!
a. Who is bringing such judgments upon them - Amo 4:12
b. Whosenameis“The LORD God of hosts’ - Amo 4:13

[Inlight of such ajudgment to befal Israd, it is not surprising to see that the third “sermon” isin theform
of alamentation or dirge....]

IIl.A DIRGE OVER ISRAEL (5:1-6:14)

A. ALAMENTATION FOR THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL...
1. Inview of her coming fdl - Amo 5:1-2
2. Inwhich only aremnant will be left - Amo 5:3

B. ACALL TO REPENTANCE, FOR THERE ISSTILL HOPE...
1. Seek theLord and live, lest He come with fiery judgment! - Amo 5:4-7
2. Seek Himwho isdl powerful! - Amo 5:8-9
3. For He knows your manifold sinsl - Amo 5:10-13
4. Seek that whichisgood, not evil; perhaps God will gracious! - Amo 5:14-15

C. THE COMING DAY OF THE LORD...
1. TheLordiscoming, and there shdl be wailing in the streets and fidds - Amo 5:16-17
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2. Theday of the Lord isnot to be desired by snful men
a. For it will beaday of darkness- Amo 5:18-20
b. For Godisrepdled by their show of reigion, when there should be righteousness and
justice - Amo 5:21-24
c. For they have never redly served God, even in the wilderness - Amo 5:25-26
3. Thereforethey will be taken “ beyond Damascus’ (Assyria) - Amo 5:25-27

D. AWARNING EVEN TO THOSE IN ZION...

1. Woeto those who are a ease, trusting in Samaria- Amo 6:1-2
a. Perhapsto defend them?
b. Consder what happened to kingdoms far greater!

2. Woe to those who say the day of the Lord isfar off - Amo 6:3-6
a. Who bask in ther luxury
b. Whilether brethren are &fflicted

3. They shdl be among the firgt to go into captivity - Amo 6:7

E. THE EXTENT OF THE COMING DESTRUCTION...
1. Coming because God hates their pride - Amo 6:8
2. A destruction where men will be scarce, and their houses destroyed - Amo 6:9-11
3. Why? Because they perverted justice and righteousness, priding themsdlvesin their own
grength - Amo 6:12-13
4. But God raise up andtion (Assyria) againg them, who will &fflict them from the north (* the
entrance of Hamath”) to the south (“the Valley of the Arabah”) - Amo 6:14

[So ends the third of these three “sermons” of Amos. But before we conclude our study, let me share
some...]

IV.OBSERVATIONSFROM THE “SERMONS’ OF AMOS

A. THE RECURRING THEMES OF JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS...
1. Severd timeswe find areference to justice and righteousness - Amo 5:7,15,24; 6:12
2. Their opposites are dso mentioned: oppresson and evil - Amo 3:10; 4:1; 5:10-12
3. Lacking justice and righteousness, dl their religion, wedth, and power werein van!
-- Istherenot alesson for usto learn here? - cf. Mt 5:23-24

B. ISRAEL’SFAILURE TO HEED GOD’SCHASTISEMENTS...

1. That God used naturd calamity to get their attention is evident - Amo 4:6-11

2. Why did they not heed God' s efforts?
a. Perhgpsthey did not make the connection
b. Perhapsthey assumed iswas just a coincidence

3. Onewould be amissto dways attribute naturd calamitiesto God' sworking; yet...
a.  Should we not be open to the possibility that God may be saying something?
b. Should we not at least use such occasionsto reflect on our reationship with God?

C. REGARDING THE DAY OF THE LORD...
1. The*“day of the Lord” isaday of judgment, and a day of darkness- Amo 5:18
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a In Amosit hasreference to God' s judgment upon Israel, which came when Assyria
took them into captivity
b. But such judgment prefigures the Find Judgment, the “day of the Lord’
1) Inwhich Chrigt will come to judge the world - Ac 17:30-31
2) Ittoowill beaday of “darkness’ - cf. 2 Pe 3:7,10-12
2. Whilewe might not desire that “day” per se, we do look forward to what isto follow - cf.
2Pe3:13-14

D. GOD’SGRACIOUS OFFER OF REPENTANCE...
1. Even with the pronouncement of judgment, thereis an offer to have lifeif one repents
- Amo 5:4-6,14-15
2. Aswe saw with Joel and Jonah, God was willing to reent for those who repented
3. Eventoday, while the gospd proclaims judgment and condemnation, it aso offers sdvation!
-cf.2C06:1-2

CONCLUSION

1. Unfortunately, not many heeded the warnings of Amos- cf. 2 Kin 17:13-23
a.  Within thirty years, the naion of Isradl was taken into captivity
b. Under the cruel hand of the Assyrians, they experienced the righteous judgment of God

2. What about us, will we heed the warnings of Christ and His gpostles?
a. Ther messageisredly not thet different (“ seek the Lord and live’, * seek good and not
evil”)
b. They too cal upon usto repent and seek the Lord through faith and obedience, though it is
obedience to the gospe of Christ and not the Law of Moses

Remember that the book of Amos, dong with the rest of the Old Testament, was:

“..written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”
(1Co 10:11)

Are we willing to learn from the admonition?
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AMmos
The Country Prophet (7:1-9:15)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirg two studies on the book of Amos, we briefly surveyed...
a. TheOracles of Amos, concerning Sn and judgment of eight nations (ch. 1-2)
b. The Sermons of Amos, concerning the sin and judgment of Isradl (ch. 3-6)

2. Inthisthird and find lesson on Amas, we will...
a. Focus our attention on the last three chapters which contain...
1) FHveVisons of Amos
2) An“interlude’ in which Amos defends his prophetic role
3) A dosng glimpse of abrighter future
b. Offer asummary of lessons gleaned from the book of Amos

[Let’s begin, then by noting...]

|. THE“VISIONS OF AMOS (7:1-9:15)

A. THE VISION OF THE LOCUSTS... (7:1-3)
1. Thevidonandthe Lord' sresponseto Amos prayer...
a. TheLord shows Amos a swarm of locusts devastating the crops
b. Amaoscriesout in behdf of Jacob (Isradl)
c. TheLord hears, and relents so that the locust plague will not happen
2. Themeaning of thevison...
a. Sometake the locust plague to be afigurative symbol of an invading army
b. Whether literd or figurative, the judgment it represented is averted by the pleading of the
prophet
c. Itisreminiscent of what we saw in Jodl, how the nation' s repentance averted the
reoccurrence of the “locust invason” - cf. Joel 2:1-24

B. THE VISION OF THE FIRE... (7:4-6)

1. Thevidonandthe Lord' sresponseto Amos prayer...
a. TheLord shows Amos afire consuming the “great deep” and the territory
b. Onceagan Amas criesout in behdf of Jacob (Isradl)
c. ThelLord again hears, and rlents from bringing the conflagration upon | sragl

2. Themeaning of thevison...
a. Clealy figuraive, for the “great deep” islikely the Mediterranean Sea
b. Whatever judgment it representsis adso averted by the prayer of Amos
c. Thesefirgt two visons appear to illustrate God' s longsuffering due to the prayers of the

righteous

C. THEVISION OF THE PLUMB LINE... (7:7-9)
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The visgon and the Lord’ s explanation...

a. ThelLordisganding on awdl with aplumb linein hand

b. TheLord explansHeis stting aplumb linein the midst of Israel, and will now bring
destruction upon
1) The places of idolatrous worship (“ high places’ and “ sanctuaries’)
2) Thehouse of Jeroboam (the ruling king of Isradl, cf. Amo 1:1)

The meaning of the vison...

a. A plumb lineisused to measure the correctness of any construction

b. God has so measured Israel, and found her so defective that He cannot overlook her
anymore

c. Thejudgment will involve destruction of her religious and politica leeders

D. ANINTERLUDE: AMAZIAH'S COMPLAINT AGAINST AMOS... (7:10-17)

1.

2.

3.
4.

Amaziah, priest of Bethel (center of idolatrous worship), accuses Amaos of conspiracy
againg Jeroboam king of Israel - Amo 7:10-11

Amaziah tells Amos to leave Bethe and go back to his own country of Judah - Amo 7:
12-13

Amos defends his prophetic mission - Amo 7:14-15

Amos then prophesies againg Amaziah and Israd - Amo 7:16-17

E. THEVISION OF THE SUMMER FRUIT... (8:1-14)

1.

The vison and the Lord’ s explanation - Amo 8:1-3

a. Amosis shown abasket of summer fruit (evidently quite ripened)

b. TheLord revedsthat Isragl’send is near, and is ripe for judgment
Once again, the nature of Isragl’s sin is described - Amo 8:4-6

a. Oppression of the poor and needy - cf. Amo 2:6-7

b. Disdain for religious observances, because they hinder economic enterprise
c. Dishonest economic practices, to further abuse the poor and needy
The nature of Israel’ s judgment is described - Amo 8:7-14

a. A day of mourning iscoming - Amo 8:7-10

b. A day of faminefor the word of God iscoming - Amo 8:11-12

c. Thosewho trugt in idolatry will fall and never rise again - Amo 8:13-14

F. THEVISION OF THE LORD BY THE ALTAR... (9:1-10)

1.

gk own

Isthisthe dtar of Jerusdem, or Bethd? (I suspect the latter)

The dtar shall be destroyed, and none shall escape - Amo 9:1-4

The One who shdl accomplish thisis described - Amo 9:5-6

Israel has become little different than the heathen nations - Amo 9:7
The careful, discriminate, nature of the Lord’ s judgment - Amo 9:8-10
a. The“kingdom’ will be utterly destroyed

b. But the“house of Jacob” will not

c. What littleis good will be spared, as grain dfted inaseve

d. But the anners shdl not escape, despite their clamsto the contrary

G. AGLIMPSE OF A BRIGHTER FUTURE... (9:11-15)

1.

The restoration of the tabernacle of David is foretold, in which even the remnant of Edom
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and Gentileswho are called by His name are possessed - Amo 9:11-12

The restoration described in terms of agricultura abundance - Amo 9:13-15

James gpplied the fulfillment of this prophecy to the church and the inclusion of the Gentiles
by the gospdl - cf. Ac 15:13-17

So the prophecy isfigurative...

a. Giveninterms especidly comforting to those of Amos day

b. Ye actudly referring to piritud blessngs found in Chrigt today!

[Vidonsin the Bible often are designed to impact more the heart of man rather than hismind. Soiitis
with these visons of Amos. depicting God' s longsuffering, His judgment upon the nation of Isradl, and
His promise of future blessngs for Israd and the nations (the last fulfilled with the coming of Chrig).
Before we close, let’ sreview...]

1. ASUMMARY OF LESSONS GLEANED FROM AMOS

A.

CONCERNING GOD...

1.
2.

3.
4.

He rules over the nations, and holds them accountable - Amo 1,2

His omnipotence may be seenin:

a. Hisactsof crestion- Amo 4:3; 5:8

b. Hiscontrol over the forces of nature - Amo 4:6-11

c. Hissupremacy over the nations- Amo 1,2

His omnipresence is plainly taught (Amo 9:2-4), dso His omniscience (Amo 4:13)
The righteousness of God is congtantly emphasized by Amos - eg., Amo 5:24

CONCERNING ISRAEL...

1.
2.
3.

They were the people of God, having a speciad relaionship with God - Amo 3:1-2

They should have reflected the glory of God - c¢f. Amo 5:14-15,24

They failed, and so judgment would follow; but aremnant would be spared that would later
blessthe Gentiles- Amo 9:11-12

MISCELLANEOUSLESSONS...

1.
2.

> w

Justice between man and man is one of the divine foundations of society

Privilege implies responghility

a lgad had enjoyed specid privileges

b. Therefore she had been give specia responshilities

Failure to recognize and accept respongbility is sure to bring God' s judgment

The most eaborate worship is but an insult to God when offered by those who have no
mind to conform to His commands

These lessons were offered by Homer Hailey in hisbook, “ A Commentary On The
Minor Prophets’ (Baker Book House)

CONCLUSION

1. Many other lessons can likely be gleaned from abook like Amos; the “ Disciple' s Study Bible”
offers these:
a. Merdy obsarving proper forms of worship is not sufficient for aright relation with God (pure
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religion takesinto congderation one’s trestment of the poor and needy - cf. Ja 1.:27)

b. Being apart of God's people does not guarantee exemption from judgment (Isragl and Judah
certainly weren't exempt)

c. Not dl judgment seeksto penalize and hurt (many were designed to restore man back to God,
Amo 4.6-11)

2. Canwe not seethe value of studying the Old Testament prophets?
a. They aretruly “written for our admonition” - 1 Co 10:11
b. They aretruly “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness,” - 2 Ti 3:16

In Amo 8:11-12, we read of afamine for the Word of the Lord that would befdl Isragl, which occurred
when they were taken into Assyrian captivity. Let’s be sure that we do not experience a self-imposed
famine of the Word by neglecting to study and glean from such prophets like Amod!
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Hosea
God's Redeeming Love (1:1-3:5)

INTRODUCTION

1. About the time that Amos (the “country prophet”) was prophesying to the northern kingdom of
Israel, another prophet came on to the scene...
a Hisname was Hosea
b. Whose name means* salvation” (Joshua and Jesus are derived from the same word)

2. While the audience was the same, there were some mgjor differences...
a.  Amos was from Judah (Tekoa); Hosea appears to have been from Isragl
b. While Amos showed little patience with his northern relatives, Hosea displayed alarge degree
of sympathetic understanding toward his own people
c. Just asAmosisreminiscent of John the Baptist in his gpproach, so Hosealis reminiscent of how
Jesus approached people

[In this lesson, the first of severd on Hosea, we will see why Hosea was so sympathetic, even as he
condemned his own people for their sns. Let’s start with some...]

|. BACKGROUND MATERIAL

A. THE MAN...
1. Hisfather was named Beeri (Hos 1:1), but nothing more is known of his ancestors
2. Somethink he may have been apriest, in view of his high regard for the duties and
responghilities of the priesthood
3. Weread of hiswife (Gomer, Hos 1:3) and his children...
a Jezred,ason-Hos 1:4
b. Lo-Ruhamah, adaughter - Hos 1:6
c. Lo-Ammi, another son - Hos 1:8-9
--  Through hisfamily, the basic message of Hoseawill be illustrated (see below)

B. THE DATE...
1. Hoseaprophesed during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah,
Jeroboam |1 dso reigned during thistimein Isradl - Hos 1:1
Mogt place thetime of hiswork a 750-725 B.C.
Hosea was possibly ayoung man when Amaos was amos through with his ministry
Hiswork in relation to other prophets during this period of time:
a. Amos and Hosea prophesied to Isradl
b. Isaiah and Micah were prophesying in Judah

Awbd

C. BACKGROUND OF THE TIMES...
1. For agood background of this period of Bible history, cf. 2 Kin 14-17; 2 Chr 26-29
2. Thenorthern kingdom of Israel was onitslast legs...
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a.  Sinwas even more rampant than seen in the book of Amos

b. Reigious mord, and palitica corruption was rampant

One word sums the condition of the nation of Israel: harlotry (whoredom, KJV), used
thirteen times throughout the book

D. KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK ...

1.

2.

An analogy is made between Hosed s experience with Gomer, and the Lord’ s experience
with |srael
Thisandogy isdescribed in chs. 1-3, and serves as the backdrop to chs. 4-14

[With this brief introduction to the book of Hoseg, let’s now survey the first three chapters...]

II. HOSEA’'SFAMILY, AND THE ANALOGY WITH ISRAEL (1:1-3:5)

A. ISRAEL’SREJECTION SYMBOLIZED... (1:2-9)

1.

Hosea commanded to marry “awife of harlotry” - Hos 1:2-3
a. Her name was Gomer
b. If the pardld between Gomer and Isradl is exact, then she was not a harlot a the time
of the marriage; but her background would prompt her to become one
c. Shecertainly would come to symbolize what Israel had become
Gomer bears three children - Hos 1:4-9
a. Thefirg sonisnamed “ Jezr eel”
1) Which means“ God scatters’, or “ God sows’
2) Hisname prefigured God' s judgment on the ruling house of Isradl - Hos 1:4-5
b. Thedaughter isnamed “ L o-Ruhamah”
1) Which means*“no mercy”
2) Her name describes God' s attitude toward Israel, though Judah ill found gracein
God' sgght -Hos 1:6-7
3) Some suggest that the daughter (and the son to follow) were not Hosea' s
a) Noteit does not say she bore “him” (Hosea) a daughter, as before
b) Il.e, Gomer had become aharlot - cf. Hos 2:4
c. Thesecond sonisnamed “Lo-Ammi”
1) Hisname means*® not my peopl€e’
2) Thus God declares hisrgection of Israd - Hos 1:8-9

B. ISRAEL’'SRESTORATION FORETOLD... (1:10-2:1)

1.
2.
3.

Though cast off, God promises arestoration

There might be a reference to the retoration from Assyrian and Babylonian captivity
However, both Paul and Peter gpply this promise to believing Jews and Gentile in the
church - Ro 9:25-26; 1 Pe 2:10

C. ISRAEL’SUNFAITHFULNESS... (2:2-13)

1.

Condemnation for her snful conduct - Hos 2:2-5

a. Chargesof harlotry and adultery

b. No mercy on her children, asthe children of harlotry

-- God'sragefor Isragl’ s unfaithfulness described in terms of an enraged husband who
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learns not only of hiswife’ s adultery, but that the children are not his
2. Punishment for her Sinful conduct - Hos 2:6-13
a. God will prevent Israd from finding her lovers
b. God will take away the blessings and the feasts that Israel enjoyed
c. God will destroy whet |sradl has used to commit spiritual harlotry
-- lsrael’s sn was foremost her idolatry (cf. references to “Baal”); God viewed such
idolatry as aform of “harlotry’!

D. ISRAEL’'SRESTORATION DESCRIBED... (2:14-23)

1. Usnga“wilderness’, God will win her back, just as He did in the days of Maoses and
Joshua - Hos 2:14-15

2. God will cure her of usng the language of Bad worship - Hos 2:16-17

3. God will establish a covenant of peace and safety, and betroth Isradl to Him once again
- Hos 2:18-20

4. God will once again bless them, and be merciful to them as His people - Hos 2:21-23

--  While there may be references to the restoration from captivity, it so foreshadows the age
of the Messah and His spiritua blessings - cf. Ro 9:25-26; 1 Pe 2:10

E. ISRAEL’SRESTORATION SYMBOLIZED... (3:1-5)
1. Hoseais charged to love an adulterous woman - Hos 3:1-3
a. Mo take this to be Gomer, who had gone into harlotry
b. Hoseatakes her back, though with a period of probation
2. Thissymbolizes God' s willingnessto take Isradl back - Hos 3:4-5
a. Alsowith aprobationary period, in which there be no king, sacrifices, €tc.
b. But Israel would return, and seek the Lord and David their king (the Messah?)

CONCLUSION

1. Inthesefirst three chapters, it appears God used Hosea to teach Isragl an object lesson...
a. Through Hosed s experience with Gomer, God provided Isradl a concrete illustration of what
Hisrelationship with Isragl had been like
b. lsradl had played the harlot; but God would take her back, following a period of punishment
and probation
--  Kegping thisandogy in mind will assst our understanding of the remaining chapters

2. A lesson to be learned from thisanaogy is how God views gpostasy: spiritua harlotry!
a. Chrigians, we are “betrothed to Christ - ¢f. 2 Co 11:2
b. But wetoo can become spiritua harlots’ if we are not careful! - 2 Co 11:3

Are we being true to our betrothal? May the words of the Lord in Hosea encourage usto remain ever
fathful:

“I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, | will betroth you to Me in righteousness
and justice, in loving kindness and mercy; | will betroth you to Mein
faithfulness, and you shall know the LORD.” (Hos 2:19-20)

Studies In The Minor Prophets 35



Mark A. Copeland

Hosea
God's Redeeming Love (4:1-7:16)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson we began our survey of the book of Hosea...

a

Noting that Hosea was a prophet to the northern kingdom of |srael

b. Whose work began as Amos was ending, and prophesied from 750-725 B.C.

2. Thekey to understanding the book is the analogy illustrated in the first three chapters...

a

In which Hoseaand hiswife Gomer illugtrates God' s experience with |sragl

b. Which served as an object |esson to express“ God’'s Redeeming Love” for His people

3. Wetherefore saw in the firg three chapters...

a

b
C.
d.
e

|srael’ s rgjection symbolized, in the names of Hosea and Gomer’s children - Hos 1:2-9

. lsrad’srestoration foretold - Hos 1: 10-2: 1

|sragl’ s unfaithfulness described, depicted as awife guilty of harlotry - Hos 2:2-13
Israel’ s restoration described, cured of her idolatry - Hos 2: 14-23
|sragl’ s restoration symbolized, depicted as a harlot taken back to be awife-Hos 3:1-5

The rest of the book contains the messages of Hosea, proclaimed with this andogy in the

background; thereis...
a God'sindictment of Isradl and her sns-Hos 4:1-7:16
b. God swarning of punishment thet isto befal her - Hos 8:1-10:15

C.

God's promise of afuture restoration - Hos 11:1-14:9

[In this lesson, we shdl continue our survey of Hosea by noticing God' sindictment of Isradl for her sins,
chapters4-7...]

|. GOD’SINDICTMENT OF ISRAEL (4:1-7:16)

A. THE CHARGE AGAINST ISRAEL ... (4:1-5:15)

1. Againg the nation asawhole - Hos 4:1-3
a. For no truth, mercy, or knowledge of God isin the land
b. All forms of wickedness are rampant

2. Against thepriestsin particular - Hos 4:4-14

a. It doesno good to contend with the people, for people do not respect their priests
b. The priests themsdves have rgjected knowledge, which isto their destruction
c. The priestsfeed off the sins of the people, increasing their own spiritud adultery

3. A word of warning to Judah in the south - Hos 4:15-19

a. Judah, don't belike Isradl!
b. Judah, leave Ephram (Isra€l) to her idold!

4. Againg thepriests, rulers, and people - Hos 5:1-7

a. They have been asnare, not ahelp
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b. Theridolatry hasled Isradl to sumble, even Judah aswell
d. God has withdrawn Himsdlf from them
5. Theimpending sentence - Hos 5:8-15
a. Ephram (Isradl) shdl be laid waste, and Judah shall not escape elther
b. Likealion, God will come upon them and tear them away
c. ThisGod will do until they confesstheir sn and diligently seek Him

THEIR APPEAL REJECTED... (6:1-7:16)
1. Thecall torepentance - Hos 6:1-3
a. Some believe these three verses are Hosea' s desperate pleato I srael to repent
b. Othersthink that these are the words of Isradl, but was not sincere
-- Ineither case, verse four reveds the shallowness of Isradl’ sfaithfulness
2. Rejected because of I srael’strue condition - Hos 6:4-7:16
a. Fathfulness was only temporary, like the morning cloud or early dew
b. They offered sacrifices, but did not show mercy or truly know God
c. They transgressed the covenant, and become defiled, even influencing Judah
d. When God would have hedled them, their iniquity was even worse
e. ldolatry, dliances with pagan nations, regjection of God' s efforts to discipline them; all
these things were the charges brought againgt Isradl!

[LikeaJudgein court God has brought His charges againgt unfaithful Isradl. Like an unfaithful
spouse who committed adultery, so Israel has doneto God! Our next study will consider God's
warning of the punishment to befdl Isradl, but before we finish thislesson let’ s review..]

. SOME KEY PASSAGESIN THISSECTION

A.

D

“MY PEOPLE ARE DESTROYED FOR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE...

1. NoticeHos4:1,6

2. Thisverse, like many othersin the Bible, emphasizes the importance of knowing the Word
of God - cf. Ja1:21

-- How isyour knowledge of God's Word?

“EPHRAIM ISJOINED TO IDOLS, LET HIM ALONE...”

1. Consder Hos 4:17

2. Thecontext isthat of warning Judah to stay away from lsradl

3. There often comes atime when efforts to restore the erring are futile; rather than risk being
influenced adversdly, withdrawa of association is necessary - cf. 1 Co 5:11-13

“YOUR FAITHFULNESSISLIKE A MORNING CLOUD...”

1. ReadHos6:4

2. Many people are quick to profess repentance, but do remain true to the Lord; how faithful
to the Lord are we?

“FOR | DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE..”
1. Thispassage (Hos 6:6) was often quoted by Jesus- Mt 9:13; 12:7
2. It reflectswhat was said in the Proverbs - Pro 21:3
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3. Micah vividly taught the same principle - Mic 6:6-8
4. Itisnot that God did not cdl for sacrifice, but al the worship in the world will not cover a
lack of mercy and true knowledge of God! - cf. Hos 4:6, dso Jer 9:23-24

E. “THEY DO NOT CONSIDER IN THEIR HEARTSTHAT | REMEMBER...”
1. LookatHos7:2
2. How sad that people sn, as though there is no God who takes notice of what they are doing
3. But atimeiscoming when dl that has been done will be brought to light! - cf. Ecc 12:14;
Ro 2:16; Rev 20:12
-- Our only hopeisto have our sinsforgiven by the blood of Jesud!

F. “EPHRAIM HASMIXED HIMSELF AMONG THE PEOPLES...”
1. Cf.Hos7:8
2. Through unsavory associations, Isragl had been corrupted
3. Suchisthe danger of the wrong companions- cf. 1 Co 15:33
4. Thuswe need to heed warnings such as those found in 2 Co 6:14-18

CONCLUSION

1. Truly thewords of prophets like Hoseawere “ written for our admonition” - 1 Co 10:11
a. Likelsrad, we have beenrichly blessed - Ep 1:3
b. Likelsad, we are expected to remain faithful - Re 2:10

2. Thequedionis will we*fall after the same example of disobedience”?- cf. He 4:11
a. Will wefdl for lack of knowledge?
b. Will wefdl because our fathfulnessis like amorning cloud or early dew?
c. Will wefal because we forget the importance of mercy in our service to God?
d. Will wefdl because we do not consider that God remembers what we do?
e. Will wefal because rather than be the “sdt of the earth’, we become so “mixed’ by thosein the
world we lose our flavor? (cf. Mt 5:14)

Through a careful and serious study of the prophets, we are more likely to avoid making the same
mistakes as Israel, and to heed the words of the gpostle Paul:

“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest hefall.” (1 Co 10:12)
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Hosea
God's Redeeming L ove (8:1-10:15)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thusfar inour survey of the book of Hosea, we have seen...
a. Theandogy of Hosea and Gomer, illustrating God' s experience with |sragl
1) lsradl’srgection symbolized, in the names of Hoseaand Gomer’s children - Hos 1:2-9
2) lsrael’ srestoration foretold - Hos 1: 10-2:1
3) lsragl’ s unfaithfulness described, depicted as awife guilty of harlotry - Hos 2:2-13
4) |sradl’ s restoration described, findly cured of her idolatry - Hos 2:14-23
5) lsradl’ srestoration symbolized, depicted as a harlot taken back to be awife - Hos 3:1-5
b. God sindictment of Israel
1) The charges brought againgt Isradl - Hos 4:1-5:15
2) lsrael’s appedl rejected - Hos 6:1-7:16
--  Thetheme proposed for this book has been “ God's Redeeming L ove”

2. Thelove God hasfor Israd does not preclude the need for punishment if sheisto be truly
redeemed...
a. Asmentionedin Hos 2:13
b. Thispunishment will be seen in the form of the Assyrian invason, as foretold in the section now
before us

[In thislesson, we shall continue our survey of Hosea by noticing God' s warning of punishment that isto
befal Isradl, chapters 8-10...]

|. GOD’'SPUNISHMENT FOR ISRAEL (8:1-10:15)

A. WARNING OF APPROACHING JUDGMENT... (8:1-14)

1.
2.

3.

4.

Judgment is coming because they transgressed the covenant - Hos 8:1-6

They have sown the wind, through their aliances with Assyria, and shal regp the whirlwind
- Hos 8:7-10

The dtars of their rdigion has made them sin, their punishment will be a“return to Egypt”
(Egypt as asymbol of captivity) - Hos 8:11-13

Isradl has forgotten his Maker, and even Judah places more trust in fortified cities; but
judgment will come upon them both - Hos 8:14

B. ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY FORETOLD... (9:1-17)

1
2.

3.

Because Israel has played the harlot - Hos 9:1-2

Ephram (Israd) shdl “return to Egypt” - Hos 9:3-9

a. Egypt used asatype for captivity, but then Assyriais mentioned by name
b. They will be unable to celebrate the feasts

c. They will be punished for their Sns

Thefleting glory of Isradl - Hos 9:10-17
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a. Though conddered the firgt fruits, they soon gave themsdves over to idolatry
b. Thusther glory will fly away, and they will be like one childless
c. For their wickedness, God will cast them away

C. ISRAEL’SSIN AND CAPTIVITY REITERATED... (10:1-15)
1. Her guilt and coming captivity - Hos 10:1-8
2. Her gn and coming punishment - Hos 10:9-15

[With such ample warnings through prophets like Hosea, God let Israel know what wasto befdl her.
Y et the prophet’ s message did not end there. A message of hope concerning restoration was aso
proclamed, which we will shal congder in our next lesson. For afew remaning moments, let's
review...]

II. SOME KEY PASSAGESIN THISSECTION

A. “I HAVEWRITTEN FOR HIM THE GREAT THINGSOF MY LAW, BUT THEY
WERE CONSIDERED A STRANGE THING...”
1. NoticeHos8:12
2. Thisisasad commentary on the condition of Israel
a. God had done awondrous thing by giving them HisWord - cf. Ps 19:7-11
b. Yet they had become so perverted that God’ s word seemed strange to them!
3. Isthisnot true today aswdl?
a. Wehave beenrichly blessed with the full revelation of God' s will through His Son Jesus
Chrigt
b. Yet many people (even somein the church)...
1) ..aresounaware of what the Bible says
2) ..aes0 caught up in the thinking of the world
...that the principles and truths of God' s word are “ considered a strange thing” !
-- IsGod' sword consdered a strange thing to you?

B. “SOW FOR YOURSELVESRIGHTEOUSNESS, REAP IN MERCY...”

1. Consder Hos 10:12

2. While we cannot earn our sdvation by good works, works of righteousness can result in
experiencing God' s grace and mercy
a. A caein point isthe converson of Cornelius- cf. Ac 10:1-6
b. Hisfear of God, prayers, and amsdid not save him, but God did take notice
c. By griving to serve and please God, he came to know the way of mercy and salvation

--  Thuswe should be diligent in our service, not to earn salvation, but to receive God' s
gracious mercy - e.g., Onesiphorus-2 Ti 1:16-18

C. “YOU HAVE PLOWED WICKEDNESS, YOU HAVE REAPED INIQUITY...”
1. ReadHo0s10:13
2. Iniquity (injustice, NASB) isthe naturd consegquence of wickedness
a. When people turn their ears away from hearing the Word of God, they will be wicked
b. And the consequenceis great injustice and lawlessness
--  Sadly, | believe we can see why our society is regping so much injustice and lawlessness
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today (because of the wickedness that is sown)

CONCLUSION

1. The messages of Hosea, though first spoken to a people of an earlier time, speak to usdso...
a. Hidtory tendsto repest itself; we need to learn from the mistakes of others
b. The people of God are not immune from gpostasy, wickedness and rebellion

2. AsPaul wroteto the church of Corinth, after reviewing parts of Isragl’ s history...

“Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust
after evil thingsasthey also lusted.” (1 Co 10:6)

3. God's“intent” in preserving the Old Testament was that we might benefit from Isragl’ s mistakes...
a. Theworksof prophets like Hosea can certainly help
b.  Will hiswords be wdl known to us, or will they too be* considered a strange thing” ?

| pray this study will help his words become more familiar to us..
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Hosea
God's Redeeming Love (11:1-14:9)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour survey of the book of Hosea we have proposed the theme as* God’'s Redeeming Love”;
this may have seemed strange...
a. Asweconsdered “ God'sIndictment of Israd” in chapters 4-7
b. Aswe consdered “ God's Punishment for Isragl” in chapters 8-10

But aswe saw in the first three chapters, Hoseda' s experience with Gomer serves as an andogy of

God' s experience with Israd....

a. Following the adultery there was a period of separation

b. Following the separation there was the ultimate restoration

-- Therefore Isragl would be restored, but only after a period of separation

3. Hereisanother way to summarize chapters 4-14...
a. Godishaly (whichiswhy He must indict Isragl for her sins) - Hos 4-7
b. Godisjug (whichiswhy Israe must be punished for her sns) - Hos 8-10
c. Godislove (which iswhy He will restore Isadl) - Hos 11-14
-- S0 having declared the holiness and justice of God, Hosea how proclaims His greet love for
|srael

[In thislesson we shdl complete our study of Hosea by first looking at...|

. GOD’SPROMISE OF A FUTURE RESTORATION (11:1-14:9)

A. GOD’SLOVE DESPITE ISRAEL'SREBELLION... (11:1-11)

1.
2. God nurtured Israel though they knew it not - Hos 11:3-4
3.

4. Yet God will return them to their homes-Hos 11:8-11

God brought Isragl out of Egypt, yet they worshipped the Baals- Hos 11:1-2

God will send them to Assyria because of their backdiding - Hos 11:5-7

B. ISRAEL’SREBELLION AND GOD’'SCHASTISEMENT... (11:12-13:16)

1.

2.

3.

Ephram (Isradl) isfull of sin, and while Judah gtill waks with God to adegree, God has a
complaint againg Judah aswdl - Hos 11:12-12:6

Ephraim is cunning and boastful, and so God will bring his reproach upon him - Hos 12:
7-14

Ephraim and Samaria (both representative of Isragl), shdl be held guilty and punished
accordingly - Hos 13:1-16

C. ISRAEL'SFUTURE RESTORATION... (14:1-9)

1
2.

A cdl to return to the Lord, for Assyriawill not save- Hos 14:1-3
God promises to hed their backdiding and return them to the land - Hos 14:4-7
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3. Ephram (Isradl) will findly be cured of her idolatry - Hos 14:8
4. A conduding cal to wissly consder these things- Hos 14:9

[God fulfilled His promise to restore Isradl (and Judah) starting with the decree of Cyrus and under the
leadership of Zerubbabd, Ezra, and Nehemiah (cf. the books of Ezra and Nehemiah). Asindicated in
Hos 14:8, Israd was once for al cured of her idolatry. Her faith in God may have weskened later on,
but idolatry never had the gpped it once had.

In the spirit of Hos 14:9, which cdls upon us to understand and know whét is reveded in this book,
here are some...]

II. CONCLUDING LESSONSTO BE DRAWN FROM HOSEA

A. GODISA GOD OF LOVE...
1. HelovesHispeople
a. Likeaman loveshiswife (cf. Hosea and Gomer)
b. Likeafather loveshischild - cf. Hos 11:1
2. Because Heloves His people...
a. He blesses them abundantly
b. Henurturesthem patiently - cf. Hos 11:3-4

B. GOD ISA GOD OF HOLINESS...
1. Heexpects His people to know Hiswill - cf. Hos 4:1-2,6; 8:12
2. He expects His people to avoid harmful influences - cf. Hos 7:8-9
3. He expects His people to sow righteousness, not wickedness - cf. Hos 10:12-13

C. GODISA GOD OF JUSTICE...
1. Hecannot let Sn go unpunished - ¢f. Hos 9:9
2. Thosawho reman in 9n He will devour - cf. Hos 13:7-8

D. GOD ISA GOD OF MERCY...
1. Hecdl upon His peopleto repent - cf. Hos 14:1
2. Hewill gladly hed thosewho do so0 - cf. Hos 14:4

CONCLUSION

1. Hosea presents a picture of God who is certainly desirous of redeeming those He loves
a. Sadly, not many took Hosea' s message serioudy
b. l.e, only aremnant of Isradl returned after the restoration

2. Today, God'sredeeming loveis offered through His Son Jesus Chrigt - cf. Ep 1:3-7
a.  Sadly, not many take the gospe message serioudy ether
b. EvenasJesuswarned - cf. Mt 7:13-14; 21-23

What many need to heed isthe call of Hosea a the end of his book...
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“Who iswise? Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him know
them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The righteouswalk in them, But
transgressors stumble in them.” (Hos 14:9)

Arewe growing in our knowledge and waking in the ways of the LORD?
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Micah
Judgment Now, Blessings Later (1:1-2:13)

INTRODUCTION

1. Theeighth century (800-700 B.C.) wasfilled with prophetic activity...

a. Starting with Jonah, who prophesied to the city of Nineveh (ca. 790 B.C.)

b. Continuing with prophets sent primarily to the northern kingdom of Isradl
1) Amos (755B.C.)
2) Hosea (750-725B.C.)

c. The southern kingdom of Judah was dso the recipient of God' s prophets
1) lsaiah (740-700 B.C.)
2) Micah (735-700 B.C))

2. Inour sudy of “TheMinor Prophets’...
a. We have looked at the works of Jonah, Amos, and Hosea
b. We now come to the works of Micah, the last prophet of the eighth century B.C.

[Before we take alook at the messages of Micah as recorded in his book, it may be helpful to first look
at some...]

|. BACKGROUND MATERIAL

A. MICAH - THE MAN...
1. Hisnamemeans“Whoislike Jehovah?” - cf. Mic 7:18
2. His home was Moresheth-Gath - Mic 1:1,14
a. Inthelowlands of Judah, near Philistia
b. About 20-25 miles southwest of Jerusalem
Nothing is known of his occupation prior to becoming God' s prophet
4. Characterization
a. “Hewasthe prophet of the poor and downtrodden.” (Homer Hailey)
b. “Hehad Amos passion for justice and Hosea' s heart for love” (J. M .P. Smith)
c. Comparing Micah to his contemporary Isaiah (as suggested by Hailey)
1) Micahwasaman of thefidds, Isaiah was of the city
2) Micahtook little interest in palitics, giving himsdlf to the concern over spiritud and
mord problems; Isaiah was in close contact with world affairs, the associate of
kings and princes
3) Both Micah and Isaiah...
a) Saw God asthe infinite Ruler of nations and men
b) Recognized the absolute holiness and mgesty of God
c) Stressed that violating principles of God' s divine sovereignty and holiness would
bring judgment and doom

w

B. MICAH - THE BOOK...
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Thedate: 735-700 B.C.
a. During the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah - Mic 1:1
b. Jugt asthe northern kingdom of Isragl wasfaling under Assyria’' s attack
The message: “Present Judgment, Future Blessings”
a. Present judgment is coming because of Isradl’ s unfaithfulness to God
b. Future blessngswill come because of God' s faithfulnessto Israel
1) Cf. the promise God made to Abraham - Gen 22:18
2) God would fulfill in the person of Jesus Christ - cf. Ac 3:24-26
A brief outline: The book appears to contain three messages or oracles, al beginning with
the word “Hear” ; therefore the book can be divided asfollows:
a. The coming judgment, with a promise of restoration - Mic 1:1-2:13
b. God'scondemnation of Isradl, with a glimpse of the future hope - Mic 3:1-5:15
c. God'sindictment of Isradl, with apleafor repentance and promise of forgiveness- Mic
6:1-7:20

[In the remaining part of thislesson, let’s take look at Micah sfirst message...]

II. THE COMING JUDGMENT AND PROMISED RESTORATION

A. JUDGMENT PRONOUNCED ON ISRAEL AND JUDAH...

1.

2.
3.
4,

Micah' s messageis for both Samaria (Israd) and Jerusdem (Judah) - Mic 1.1
The Lord announces His coming judgment - Mic 1:2-5
The destruction of Samaria (representing the northern kingdom of Isradl) - Mic 1:6-7
Micah'smourning - Mic 1:8-16
a. For the judgment has reached even Judah and Jerusdlem
b. Hislament involves making aplay on words involving the names of cities, for example...
1) “Tell it notin Gath” (Gathissmilar to the Hebrew word for “tdl”)
2) “Weepnot at all in Beth Aphrah, Roll yourself in the dust” (Beth Aphrah
means “house of dugt”)
3) “Passby in naked shame, you inhabitant of Shaphir” (Shaphir means “fair,
beautiful, pleasant”)
4) “Theinhabitant of Zaanan does not go out” (Zaanan means “come out”)
5) “Beth Ezel mourns; its place to stand is taken away from you” (Beth Ezd
can be paraphrased as “nearby house”)
c. Asrevededin verse 16, ther judgment will involve captivity

B. REASONSFOR THE INEVITABLE JUDGMENT...

1.

2.

The arrogance and violence of the nobles- Mic 2:1-5

a. For coveting fidds and taking them by violence

b. Soit will hgppen to them

For rgecting true prophets, and accepting fase ones- Mic 2:6-11

a. They tdl the prophets of God not to speak of God's words

b. They abuse the people of God

c. Dedtruction is coming, because they are defiled and accept false prophets

C. RESTORATION PROMISED...
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1. It will involve God assembling aremnant - Mic 2:12
2. God will lead them like aflock of sheep, with aking at their heed - Mic 2:12-13

CONCLUSION

1. Laer, Micah will tdl us more about the ultimate fulfillment of that restoration, and from where thet
“king” shdl arise who shdl lead God' sflock! - cf. Mic 5:2-5

2. But for now we have seen that Micah certainly follows the pattern of God' s prophets at that time...
a. Prodaming the coming judgment, which would involve captivity
b. Providing the basis for such judgment, describing the nature of their sns and departure from
God
c. Promising that God would one day restore the good fortunes of Isragl, but requiring repentance
and involving a*“remnant”

3. How sad that Israel and Judah did not heed the words of such men like Micah, Amos, Hoses, and
Isaiah...
a. But are we heeding God' s spokesmen for today?
b. Such asHis apostles Peter and Paul, and of course, His Son Jesus Christ?

We would do well to remember the preaching of Micah aswe read in the New Testament...

“For thisreason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest
we drift away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved
unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it
was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who
heard, God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.”
(He2:1-4)

Israel as anation failed to heed the message sent to them; are we heeding the message for us today?
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Micah
Judgment Now, Blessings L ater (3:1-5:15)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previouslesson on the book of Micah...
a. We briefly consdered some background materia
1) Concerning Micah, the man
a) Hisname means“Whoislike Jehovah?”
b) He wasfrom Moresheth-Gath, 20-25 miles SW of Jerusdlem
c) A contemporary of Isaiah
d) A prophet of the poor and downtrodden
2) Concerning Micah, the book
a) The prophecies occurred around 735-700 B.C.
b) They were directed toward both Israel and Judah
¢) The generd theme appearsto be* Present Judgment, Future Blessings”
b. We briefly consdered thefirst of three messages in the book
1) Each messagebeginswith “Hear...” - Mic 1:2; 3:1; 6:1
2) Thefirg message proclamed “ The Coming Judgment And Promised Restoration”, as
it described:
a) Thejudgment pronounced upon Israel and Judah - Mic 1:2-16
b) The reasonsfor the coming judgment - Mic 2:1-11
c) The promise of the restoration of aremnant - Mic 2:12-13

2. Inthislesson, we shdl consder Micah' s second message...
a Aspresentedin Mic 3:1-5:15
b. Which follows asmilar theme asin the previous message:
1) God's condemnation of Isragl
2) With aglimpse of the future hope

[ This second message has much more to say about the future hope, especialy regarding the Messiah.
But it beginswith...]

. GOD’SCONDEMNATION OF ISRAEL’SLEADERS

A. INDICTMENT OF ISRAEL’'SCIVIL LEADERS...
1. The outrageous conduct of the rulers- Mic 3:1-3
a. They hate good and love evil
b. They consume the people (i.e., oppress them)
2. Thejudgment to come upon them - Mic 3:4
a. They will cry to the Lord, but He will not hear them
b. Hewill hide Hisface from them

B. INDICTMENT OF ISRAEL’SRELIGIOUSLEADERS...
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1. Thejudgment to come upon the false prophets - Mic 3:5-7

a

b.

Because they lead God' s people astray
They shdl have no vison, they shdl be made ashamed

2. Micah's own minigtry, in contrast to thet of the false prophets- Mic 3:8

a

b.

Heisfull of the power of the Spirit, and of justice and might
He declares the transgression and sin of Isradl

C. INDICTMENT OF ISRAEL'SLEADERS RENEWED...
1. Addressng once again therulers of Isradl, thelr Sns are categorized - Mic 3:9-11

a

b.

C.

They abhor justice and pervert equity (fairness)

They build up Jerusem with bloodshed and iniquity

Whether judges, priedts, or prophets, they do it only for the money, belying their clam
to trust in the Lord

2. Thejudgment to come upon Israel because of them - Mic 3:12

a

b.

Zion shdl be plowed like afied
Jerusalem shdl become hegps of ruins

[This prophecy of Micah was fulfilled when Babylon destiroyed Jeruslem in 586 B. C. (cf. 2 Chr
36:17-21). But his messageis nat finished; as ominous as it wasin proclaming the coming judgment, he
now continues with a glimpse into the future...]

II. THE FUTURE EXALTATION OF ZION AND MESSIANIC HOPE

A. THEGLORY TO COME IN“THE LATTER DAYS” ...
1. Wha will hgppen “in the latter days”

a

b.

C.

d.

The*mountain of the Lord’ s house” will be established, and many people will want
togoit-Mic4:1-2

They will want to learn of God' sways, and the word of the Lord will go forth from
Jerusalem - Mic 4:2

The Lord will judge the nations, and there will be peace - Mic 4:3

Everyone will be content, waking in the name of the Lord forever - Mic 4:4-5

Isaiah had asmilar prophecy - 1sa 2:1-4

2. What isthe fulfillment of this prophecy?

a

b.

C.

Some believe it isdl yet to come (eg., the premillenidist)
Somebdieveitisdl past (eg., some amillenidists)
| am inclined to believe there are padt, present, and future elements
1) It began in Jerusdem with the preaching of the gospd on Pentecost
a) For Peter identifies the events of that day as beginning the fulfillment of what
would occur inthe“ last days’ - cf. Joel 2:28-32; Ac 2:16-17
b) For Jesus said the gospel would go forth from Jerusalem as prophesied - Lk
24:46-47; cf.Mic4:2; |sa2:3
2) It continues as people respond to the gospel that originated from Jerusalem
a) Such people*® have cometo Mount Zion” - He 12:22-24; cf. Mic 4.2
b) They learn the ways of the Lord - Ep 4:20-24; cf. Mic 4:2
3) The“judging among many people” may be both present and future
a) Thebook of Reveation revedsthe Lord asjudging both in the present and in
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the future - cf. Re 1:5; 2:26-27; 17:14; 20:11-15
b) Peter viewed some of Isaiah' s prophecies as yet to be fulfilled - 2 Pe 3:13; df.
|sa 65:17-19; 66:22
c) Therefore Mic 4:3-5 may find some of itsfulfillment in the eternd dedtiny of the
redeemed, as part of the “New Jerusalem?” of the “new heaven and new earth’
describedin Re 21-22
3. AsMicah continues, he describes what will occur “in that day” - Mic 4.6-8
a. TheLord will assemble aremnant of those whom He &fflicted - cf. Ro 115
b. Hewill reign over them forever - cf. Lk 1:30-33
-- | undergand that the fulfillment of this prophecy began with the first coming of Chrigt,
and that the church isa spiritud kingdom in which the “former dominion” of Isragl has
been restored and given to Jesus who reigns from heaven - cf. Mt 28:18; Ac 1:6-8;
2:30-36; Re 1:5; 2:26-27; 3:21

B. THE DISTRESSAND CAPTIVITY BEFORE RESTORATION...

1. The“Now” of Mic 4:9 suggests that Micah has returned from his glimpse of the future
hope to what will occur in the immediate present

2. Ther judgment will involve didress like awoman in labor, asthey will be ddlivered to
Babylon, from which they will dso be redeemed - Mic 4.9-10

3. Even“now’, many nations (eg., Assyria) have come up againg them - Mic 4:11-5:1
a. Who sk to defile Zion, whom God will use to break them into many pieces
b. Yet the daughter of Zion (Isragl) shal be humbled dso - cf. Mic 5:1

C. THE COMING MESSIAH...

1. Herewefind the prophecy of the Messah s birthplace - Mic 5:2; cf. Mt 2:1-6
a. The Messah would be born in Bethlehem Ephrathah
b. Hewould becometheruler of Isradl - cf. 1sa 9:6-7; Lk 1:30-33
c. His*goingsforth have been from old, from everlasting” - cf. Jn 1:1-3

2. TheMessah will lead His peoplein peace - Mic 5:3-5a
a. Though firg they must be given up for a short time (Babylonian captivity)
b. Thenaremnant shdl return, whom the Ruler shdl feed in the strength of the Lord

D. FURTHER JUDGMENT ON ISRAEL AND HER ENEMIES...
1. Sometakethis section to be Messanic
2. |tendtotakeit as pertaining to Micah's day and those that followed shortly after...
a. The Assyrian threat would prove to be no red threat (for Judah) - Mic 5:5b-6; cf. I sa
36-37
b. When the remnant is dispersed (as aresult of the Babylonian captivity), they shdl bea
lion among flocks of sheep - Mic 5:7-9 (e.g., Danid, Esther?)
c. God would cut off her false strengths (such as horses and chariots, cf. 1sa 31:1) and her
idolatry - Mic 5:10-15

CONCLUSION

1. With the recurrent theme in his messages (“ Present Judgment, Future Blessings”), Micah's
purpose appears to be twofold...

Studies In The Minor Prophets 50




Mark A. Copeland

a. Towarn the people, that they may repent as necessary
b. To encourage the people, that their hope for the future might help them to endure the hard times
to come

2. A dmilar twofold message isfound in the New Testament aswell...
a. Warningsto persevere, lest wefal avay - eg,, He4:1,11
b. Promisesto encourage usfor whatever liesahead - eg., 2 Pe 3:13-14

3. Today, we have an advantage over the Isradlites of Micah' s day...
a. We have dready seen much of his prophecy fulfilled with the first coming of the Messiah
b. AsPeter wrote, “we also have the prophetic word made more sure” - 2 Pe 1:19
c. Made more sure by virtue of its fulfillment, it can serve to comfort us and strengthen our hope
regarding any future promise of God - cf. Ro 15:4
-- If God kept His promise concerning the first coming of His Messiah, we can have confidence
Hewill kegp His promise concerning His return!

Perhaps that iswhy Peter went on to say concerning “ the prophetic word” (e.g., The Minor
Prophets)...

“which you do well to heed as a light that shinesin a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star risesin your hearts’ (2 Pe 1:19)

By careful study and congderation of the prophets, both in the Old Testament and New Testament, our
hope for the future is strengthened!
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Micah
Judgment Now, Blessings L ater (6:1-7:20)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thisisthethird of threelessonsin our survey of the book of Micah...
a. Micah was a prophet of God, a contemporary of Isaiah (ca. 735-700 B.C.)
b. His prophecies were directed to both Israel and Judah, though mostly to the latter
c. Hisgenead theme “Present Judgment, Future Blessings”

2. Inhisfirsg message...
a. Heproclamed “ The Coming Judgment And Promised Restoration”
b. Inwhich he described:
1) Thejudgment pronounced upon Israel and Judah - Mic 1:2-16
2) The reasons for the coming judgment - Mic 2:1-11
3) Thepromise of the restoration of aremnant - Mic 2:12-13

3. Inhissecond message...
a. Heproclamed“ God' s Condemnation of Israel, And The Future Hope”
b. Inwhich he described:
1) God's condemnation of Israd’ s civil and religious leaders - Mic 3:1-12
2) The future exatation of Zion and Messanic hope - Mic 4:1-5:15

4. Inhisthird and find message, Micah s messageis“ God's I ndictment of | sradl, With A Promise
Of Forgiveness And Restoration” - Mic 6:1-7:20

[Similar to what we saw in Hoses, the prophet Micah presents the Lord' s complaint as though He were
taking Isradl to court...]

|. THE LORD’SCONTROVERSY WITH ISRAEL

A. GOD'SCOMPLAINT...
1. Thepeople caled to present their case againgt God, as He has a complaint against them
- Mic6:1-2
2. How hasthe Lord wearied them? Tedtify againgt Him! - Mic 6:3
3. Did He not redeem them from Egyptian bondage with the aid of His servants Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam? - Mic 6:4
4. Remember how He even had Balaam counter the counsd of Baak - Mic 6:5

B. WHAT THE LORD REQUIRED OF THEM...
1. What mug they offer for their Sns?- Mic 6:6-7
2. What God wanted was for them to do justly, love mercy, and wak humbly before Him
- Mic6:8
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C. THE PUNISHMENT FOR ISRAEL’SINJUSTICE...
1. Judified, for they werefull of dishonesty and violence - Mic 6:9-12
2. Judgment is coming in the form of desolation, for they hold on to the idolatry of Omri and
works of Ahab - Mic 6:13-16

[Once again, for the third time, Micah hasforetold of the judgment to come. As before, he does not
close without offering a hope for blessingsin the future...]

II. ALAMENT FOLLOWED BY A PROMISE OF RESTORATION

A. PERHAPS SPEAKING FOR THE FAITHFUL REMNANT, MICAH LAMENTS...
1. Hissorrow because the faithful man had perished - Mic 7:1-4
2. Thingsare s0 bad, only the Lord can be trusted - Mic 7:5-7

B. A CONFESSION OF SIN, WITH COMFORT IN WHAT THE LORD WILL
BRING...
1. Hisenemy isnot to rgoice over him - Mic 7:8-10a
a. For though he may fdl, he will arise the Lord will be alight to him
b. Heiswilling to bear the indignation of the Lord, for he has snned; he knows aso that
the Lord will eventualy plead his case and execute judtice for him
2. Hetakes comfort in the future retoration of Zion - Mic 7:10b-13
a. Though firg to be trampled down like mire in the Streets
b. When restored, dl will cometo her (amessanic reference akinto Mic 4:1-27?)
c. Buit firg there will be desolation (cf. the destruction of the city by Babylon)

C. ACLOSING PRAYER, WITH PRAISE TO GOD...
1. A prayer for God's protection, to shepherd them asin daysgone by - Mic 7:14
2. God answer: “I will show them marvelousthings’ - Mic 7:15
3. Micah'ssong of praise- Mic 7:16-20
a. Thenaions shal be made afraid when they see what the Lord has done
b. WhoisaGod like Jehovah?
1) Who pardons iniquity
2) Who passes over the transgressions of the remnant of His heritage
3) Who does not retain anger forever, for He ddlightsin mercy
4) Who will again have compassion, subdue their sins, and cast their Sns awvay
5) Who will give truth and mercy to Jacob and Abraham (i.e,, their descendants) as
He has sworn from days of old (cf. Gen 12:2-3)

CONCLUSION

1. ThusMicah ends his book like he ended each of his three messages. offering hope concerning the
future for the people of 1srael

2. Inour previous lesson we noted how these promises concerning a glorious future to a great extent
werefulfilled “in the latter days’, beginning with the coming of our Lord
a. Certanly their restoration and rebuilding of temple following Babylonian captivity were a partia
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fulfillment
b. But even that was just aglimpse of what Jesus Christ would offer in His spiritud kingdom,
which we now enjoy by beingin Him

3. From Micah, we can learn alot about...
a  Thenature of God - cf. Mic 7:18-20
b. How God would have uslive - cf. Mic 6:6-8

4. Wedso can have our fath strengthened by observing those prophecies which have been fulfilled...
a. Such asthe birthplace of the Messiah - Mic 5:2
b. Such asthe establishment of the Lord’shouse - Mic 4:1-2

So while Micah may have been sent firgt to the nation of Isradl, let’ s not forget what Peter said
concerning the Old Testament prophets...

“Tothem it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to usthey were
ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who
have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven; things
which angelsdesireto look into.” (1 Pe1:12)

Y es, when the prophets like Micah foretold of the “ the glories that would follow” (cf. 1 Pe 1:11),
they were serving us who would be later be in the kingdom of God. Do we gppreciate how blessed we
ae? If 0, then let’s also do what God requires of us, as expressed in Micah's own words:

“...todojustly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God” (Mic 6:8)
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Zephaniah
Through Judgment To Blessing

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour survey of “The Minor Prophets” we now come to the first of three prophets who preached
to Judah aone, following the downfal of the northern kingdom of Israel

2. The prophet is Zephaniah, whose name means“ Jehovah Hides' ...
a. Concerning the man

1
2)
3)

King Hezekiah was his great-great-grandfather - Zeph 1.1
This has prompted someto cal him “theroyal prophet”
He was contemporary with Jeremiah, as were Nahum and Habakkuk

b. Concerning hismessage

1

2)

Zephaniah prophesied in the days of Josiah, king of Judah

a) Jogahruled from 640-609 B.C.

b) Hewasagood king, agreat reformer - 2 Chr 34:1-3,29-34; 35:1-19

c) Josah sreformswere short-lived, however, and the nation soon gpostasized after his
death

Zephaniah proclamed the coming “ day of the Lord” - cf. Zeph 1:7,14-16

a) Sovivid are his decriptions, that George Adam Smith wrote: “ No hotter book liesin
all the Old Testament.”

b) And yet it ends on an encouraging note concerning the future

-- Thereforeits overdl messageis. “ Through Judgment To Blessng”

[Aswe get into the book, we note that it can be divided into three sections. Thefirst section
encouraged the people to “look within”...]

|. GOD'SWRATH COMING UPON JUDAH

A. THE LORD ISBRINGING JUDGMENT...!

1.
2.

The prophet announces a universal and dl-consuming judgment - Zeph 1:1-3
With specid mention and attention given Judah - Zeph 1:4-6

B. THE“DAY OF THELORD” ISAT HAND...!

1.

This“day” asit will affect Judah and Jerusdem - Zeph 1:7-13

a. Punishment upon the princes and king' s children (note, the king himsdlf is not
mentioned), and upon those who are full of violence and deceit

b. Therewill walling and mourning in the city of Jerusdlem

c. TheLord will search out and punish the complacent

Thisgreet “day” described - Zeph 1:14-18

a. A day that is near and hastens quickly

b. A day of devastation, desolation, darkness, and distress

c. A day inwhich slver and gold cannot deliver one from the Lord’ s wrath
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C. AND SO-A CALL FOR THE NATION TO REPENT...!
1. Beforetheday of the Lord s anger comes upon them - Zeph 2:1-2
2. Toseek the Lord, to seek righteousness, to seek humility - Zeph 2:3

[Having encouraged the people to “ ook within” and see the need for their own repentance, Zephaniah
now prompts the people to “look around” to see...]

II. GOD’'SWRATH COMING UPON SURROUNDING NATIONS

A. GOD’SJUDGMENT ON NATIONSEAST AND WEST...
1. Philidia-Zeph 2:4-7
a. It'scitieswill be made desolate, the inhabitants destroyed
b. Theland will befor the remnant of Judah, whose captivity God will restore
2. Moab & Ammon - Zeph 2:8-11
a. They shdl be like Sodom and Gomorrah
b. Because of ther pride, and for their mocking reproach of God' s people
c. And God will one day be worshipped by people from al nations

B. GOD’SJUDGMENT ON NATIONS SOUTH AND NORTH...
1. Ethiopiawill by dain by the sword - Zeph 2:12
2. Asgyriawith its capital Nineveh will become desolate - Zeph 2:13-15

C. AND SO -WOE TO JERUSALEM...
1. Shehasrebelled against the Lord - Zeph 3:1-5
a. She has not obeyed His voice nor drawn near to Him
b. Her civil and rdligious leaders are like lions and wolves, insolent and doing violence to
the Law
c. Theunjugt knows no shame; the Lord, however, isrighteous and never falsin His
judtice
2. Shehasignored God' s judgment upon other nations - Zeph 3:6-7
a. Which should have prompted her to receive God' s indruction
b. But instead the people corrupted al their deeds

[Findly, lest the faithful remnant despair, Zephaniah ends his message with a* look beyond” ...]

1. THROUGH JUDGMENT TO BLESSING

A. WAIT UPON THE LORD...
1. Thefathful aretold to wait for Lord to carry out His judgment - Zeph 3:8
2. EvenasMicah said hewould do - cf. Mic 7:7-9

B. GOD WILL RESTORE HISPEOPLE...
1. After Hisjudgment, God will restore to the peoples (Gentiles?) a*“ pure language” to
worship and serve Him in one accord - Zeph 3.9
2. Hisdispersed ones (Israd?) shdl bring offerings from afar - Zeph 3:10
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3. God will remove the proud from His*“ holy mountain”, leaving ameek and humble people
who will trust and rest inthe Lord - Zeph 3:11-13

C. AND SO - THERE WILL BE JOY IN JERUSALEM...

1. For the Lord will remove their judgments and their enemies - Zeph 3:14-15

2. For the Lord will bein their midst, providing them with gladness, love and Snging - Zeph
3:16-17

3. For the Lord has given them grest assurance - Zeph 3:18-20
a.  God will gather those who sorrow over the reproach of His people
b. God will dedl with those who &fflicted His people
c. God will gather those who have been driven out, and give them fame and praise

CONCLUSION

1. Themessage of Zephaniahisagmpleone: Judgment is coming, but blessngswill follow for
those who heed the warning to repent...
a. It wasamessage that would later comfort the remnant taken away into Babylonian captivity
b. It wasamessage that perhaps had an initid fulfillment following their restoration under
Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah
c. But | bdieve the ultimate fulfillment pertainsto the age of the Messah
1) Which began with the establishment of His spiritua kingdom, the church
a) Intowhich God is*“gethering” His people - cf. 1 Th 2:12
b) Inwhich we enjoy the presence of God and Hisblessings - cf. He 12:22-24
2) Which will be culminated when Jesus comes again - Re 21:1-22:5

2. Themessage of the gpostlesis not redlly much different today ...
a. The“day of theLord” (of which Zephaniah's“day” was atype) iscoming - 2 Pe 3:7-10
b. God'speople (i.e, the church) are admonished to remain faithful - 2 Pe 3:11-14

Are we heeding that message? For those willing to listen, hereiswhat else Peter had to say ...

“ Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may
send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth
of all Hisholy prophets since the world began. (Ac 3:19-21)

Be converted through your obedience to the gospel of Christ (cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38), and you too
can “look beyond” the coming judgment for the blessngs to follow!
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Nahum
The Fall Of Nineveh

INTRODUCTION

1. At the sametime Jeremiah and Zephaniah were pronouncing judgment againgt Judah, another
prophet was directing his attention a one of her enemies

2. The prophet was Nahum, whose name means “ Consolation”

a. Thename*“isin asense symbolicd of the message of the book, which was intended to comfort
the oppressed and afflicted people of Judah” (Eiselen)

b. Concerning the man
1) Hishome was Elkosh, of which littleis known - Nah 1:1
2) Somethink that Capernaum (lit., “village of Nahum”) may have been his birthplace
3) Hewas contemporary with Jeremiah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah

b. Concerning hismessage
1) Hismessageisusualy dated around 630-612 B.C.

a) The northern kingdom of Israel was dready in Assyrian captivity
b) Assyriaitsaf was Hill aworld power, though in a state of decline

2) Thethemeof hismessageisample “ The Fall Of Nineveh’

a) Thismakes hiswork acomplement to that of Jonah
b) Though by thistime no mercy would be shown, judgment would be find

[ The book of Nahum can easily be divided into three sections which coincide with the three chapters.
In the firgt section wefind...]

. NINEVEH'SDOOM DECLARED

A. THE CHARACTER AND POWER OF THE LORD...

1.

God' s vengeance, even though Heis dow to anger - Nah 1:1-3a

2. Thefierceness of His anger described - Nah 1:3b-6
3.
4. The pursuer of Hisenemies- Nah 1:8

The goodness of the Lord, as a stronghold to the faithful - Nah 1:7

B. THE COMPLETE OVERTHROW OF NINEVEH...

1.
2.
3.
4.

She will not afflict again, despite her plotting againgt the Lord - Nah 1:9-11
Judah will be delivered from Nineveh s &fliction - Nah 1:12-13

Nineveh' s destruction has been commanded by the Lord - Nah 1:14
There shal be good tidings in Judah, she can keep her feasts - Nah 1:15

[Having declar ed Nineveh s doom in the first section, we now find...]

II. NINEVEH'S DOOM DESCRIBED
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a. Noteverse6: “The gatesof the rivers are opened, and the palaceis dissolved”
b. “The Babylonian Chronicle tdlsthat Nineveh fel because the flooding rivers made

breaches in the city’ s defenses.” (Believers' Study Bible)

B. THEUTTER SACK OF THECITY....
1. Herinhabitants flee, the city is plundered - Nah 2:8-10

2. Her dedtruction will be complete, Nineveh as adwelling of devouring lionswill be no more

- Nah 2:11-13

[Thusfar, Ninevel s doom has been declar ed and described by Nahum. In thethird and fina section,
we find him saying...]

[II.NINEVEH’S DOOM DESERVED

A. BECAUSE OF HER SINS...
1. Her woewill bedueto her sns-Nah 3:1-4
2. The Lord will uncover her shame and make her a spectacle - Nah 3:5-7

B. SHEISNOBETTER THAN NO-AMON...
1. Ninevehisno better than No-Amon (Thebes in Egypt) - Nah 3:8
2. Who despite her strength, was carried away into captivity - Nah 3:9-10
3. Soit will bewith Nineveh - Nah 3:11

C. HER STRENGTH AND WEALTH WILL NOT SAVE HER...
1. Her srongholdswill fal - Nah 3:12-13
2. All her efforts, her wedth, her army, will be futile - Nah 3:14-17

D. HER END HASCOME...
1. Her leaders are dead, her people scattered - Nah 3:18-19a
2. Thosewho hear of her fdl will rgoice - Nah 3:19b

CONCLUSION

1.

The message of Nahum for the people of God isone of consolation...

a. That those who &fflict God's people will be judged - Nah 1:2-3; cf. Lk 18:7-8

b. That God isasgronghold in time of trouble - Nah 1:7; cf. Ps27.5
-- Areyou trusting in God as your Stronghold?

The message of Nahum for those who do evil isone of warning...

a. Don't rely on what mercy was shown to your ancestors (e.g., as in the days of Jonah)
b. The Lord may be merciful and dow to anger, but the day of judgment does findly come!
-- Areyou trugting in what your parents or ancestors may have done, to escape the judgment of

God?
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This message of Nahum is reminiscent of the words of Paul:
“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise
you also will be cut off.” (Ro 11:22)

Let usbe sureto “ continue in His goodness’, lest we too experience the “ severity of God”!
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Habakkuk
From A Sob To A Song

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen that during the O.T. period known as “Judah Alone”...
a. Zephaniah was prophesying to Judah
b. Nahum was pronouncing God' s judgment upon Nineveh

2. Then there was Habakkuk, a prophet filled with troubling questions...
a. Concerning his name

1) It means*” Embrace”

2) “Hisname, as Luther well putsit, gpeaks as one who took his nation to his heart, comforted
it and held it up, as one embraces and presses to his baosom a poor weeping child, caming
and consoling it with good hope.” (Geikie)

b. Concerning the date

1) Around 612-606 B.C.

2) Just as Babylon was making her westward move toward world conquest
c. Concerning his message: the book eadily falsinto three sections

1) A“burden’ - Hab 1:1-2:1

2) A*“vidor’ - Hab 2:2-20

3) A“prayer” - Hab 3:1-19

3. We note an immediate difference between Habakkuk and other prophets...
a. Ingtead of taking the Lord's message directly to the people (as do most prophets)
b. Hetakesthe complaint of the people directly to the Lord, representing them in the complaint
-- Ashedoes 50, it has been said that Habakkuk goes* From A Sob To A Song”

[This process begins with aburden as found in the first section of his message...]

. HIS*BURDEN": FAITH GRAPPLING WITH A PROBLEM

A. THE PROPHET RAISES A QUESTION...
1. Helaments over gpparent rule of wickedness and violence
2. How can the Lord justify His gpparent indifference to such things? - Hab 1:1-4

B. GOD’SANSWER...
1. Heisnot indifferent!
2. Heisdoing something that will be hard to fathom - Hab 1:5-11
a. Rasng up the Chaddeans (Babylon) to execute His judgment
b. Using aviolent nation that arrogantly thinksit is serving its own god (and purpose)

C. THE PROPHET’S SECOND QUESTION...
1. How can aholy God employ such an impure and godless agent? - Hab 1:12-17
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2. Thisishard for Habakkuk to understand, but he will watch to see what the Lord will say to
him-Hab 2:1

[Indeed, itisaheavy burdenfor Habakkuk. God has answered hisfirst question by saying He will use
the Chaldeans to punish the wickedness and violence in Judah. But the Chaldeans are wicked a0,
how can God use them? Habakkuk receives his answer in the form of avision...]

. HIS*VISION”: FAITH GRASPING THE SOLUTION

A.

B.

GOD’SANSWER: FIRST, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY HISFAITH...
1. Habakkuk isto write what God revealsto him - Hab 2:2-3
2. Theproud isnot upright; but the just shdl live by hisfaith - Hab 2:4

GOD’SANSWER: SECOND, GOD WILL JUDGE THE PROUD...

1. Woeto the proud possessed with the lust of conquest and plunder - Hab 2:5-8

2. Woeto ther efforts to build a permanent empire through cruelty and godless gain - Hab 2:
9-11

3. Woe to those who build cities with bloodshed - Hab 2:12-14

4. Woeto those with crudty in their treatment of those they conquered - Hab 2:15-17

5. Woeto those given over to idolatry - Hab 2:18-20
a.  Who worship that in which thereis no bregth at all
b. Whilethe Lord isin His holy temple, before whom the earth should keep slence

[ The answer to Habakkuk’ s second question appears to be this: While God may use awicked nation
like Babylon to punish the wickedness of Judah, He will not et Babylon' s wickedness go unpunished
ather! In the meantime, the just (righteous) person will live by hisfaith in God, which Habakkuk
illusrates with his prayer...]

I1.HIS*PRAYER”: FAITH GLORYING IN ASSURANCE

A.

PETITION FOR GOD’SACTION AND MERCY...
1. Wirittenintheform of apsam-Hab 3:1
2. Asking God to revive Hisworks, and in His wrath remember mercy - Hab 3:2

PRAISE FOR GOD’SPAST DELIVERANCE...
1. Hismighty worksin the past - Hab 3:3-7
2. Bringing both judgment to the wicked and sdvation to His people - Hab 3:8-15

PROFESSION OF FAITH...

1. Hetrembled a what he has heard, that he will have rest in the day of trouble- Hab 3:16

2. But he expresses hisfaith, that while trouble may come he will rgoice in the Lord who will
be his srength - Hab 3:17-19

-- Herewefind one of the greatest expressons of faith found anywhere!

CONCLUSION
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1. What lessons can we glean from this short book? (as suggested by Homer Hailey)...
a. Theuniversal supremacy of God’'sjudgment upon the wicked
1) God would use Chadeato punish wicked Judah
2) Then Chadeawould be destroyed for its own wickedness
b. Evil issdf-destructive
1) If therighteous can be patient, trusting in the Lord
2) Thetyranny and arrogance of the wicked will eventudly fal
c. Thefact of divinediscipline
1) InJobitisshown in the suffering of the individua
2) InHabakkuk it is shown in the suffering of the nation
-~ In both cases, auffering is disciplinary

2. Perhapsthe most important lesson concerns the value of faith...
a. By it therighteousin Habakkuk’ s day would live
b. Even more so today!
1) Inreceiving slvation - Ro 1:16-17
2) In persevering - He 10:35-39
-- Notice that both quote from Hab 2:4

But our faith must not be a shdlow faith; it must be like that expressed by Habakkuk...
“Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the
labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may
be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls;”

“Yet | will rgjoicein the LORD, | will joy in the God of my salvation.”
“The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’sfeet, And He
will make me walk on my high hills.”

- Hab 3:17-19

Isthis our kind of faith?
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Haggai
Build The Temple!

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour survey of “The Minor Prophets’, we now jump ahead about 100 years...

a

b.

Prophets like Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habakkuk prophesied shortly before the seventy years of
Babylonian captivity (i.e. before 606-536 B.C.)

Following the return under the leadership of Zerubbabe (536 B.C.), it was not long before two
more prophets were sent to the people of Israel

2. These prophets were Haggai and Zechariah, the first of which we shal consder in thislesson...

a

Concerning the man
1) Hisname means* Festival” or “ Festive”
2) Wha we know of Haggai islimited to his book and referencesin Ezra (see below)
3) Together with Zechariah he motivated the Jaws in rebuilding the temple
Concerning the message
1) Itiscommonly dated around 520 B.C. (the second year of King Darius - Hag 1:1)
a) For thefoundation of the temple had been laid shortly after the arrival under the
leadership of Zerubbabd (i.e., 536 B.C.) - cf. Ezra 3:8-13
b) Yet opposition to rebuilding the temple stopped it for 16 years - Ezra 4:1-24
¢) God then raised up Haggal and Zechariah - Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14
2) Thetheme of Hagga's preaching: Build The Temple!
a) Hismessage contains four separate proclamations
b) All within four months- cf. Hag 1:1; 2:1,10,20

[Aswe outline and briefly consider the message of Haggal, we begin by naticing...]

. AWORD OF REPROOF

A. BUILDING THE TEMPLE ISLONG OVERDUE...

1. Hagga takesthe Lord' smessageto Israd’s leaders - Hag 1.1
a. Zerubbabe the governor (who lead the first group of exiles back home)
b. Joshuathe high priest (also known as Jeshua, Ezra 2:1-2,36,40; 3:2-8)
2. The Lord takesissue with what the people have been saying - Hag 1:2-4
a. They have been saying the timeis not right to build the temple
b. The Lord chdlenged them as to whether they should live in paneled houses while the
temple liesin ruins

B. THE PEOPLE SHOULD CONSIDER THEIR WAYS...

1. TheLord chalenged them to consider what was happening - Hag 1:5-6
a. Their effortswere much
b. But they recaived littlein return
2. Tomoetivate them in building the temple, their trouble isexplained - Hag 1:7-11
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a.  They needed to build the temple and thereby glorify God

b. For ther efforts to obtain much for themselves was frustrated by God
1) They looked for much, but God blew it avay
2) While Hishouselay in ruins, they were busy building their own
3) Therefore God had cdled for adrought on the land and its fruit

C. THETESTIMONY OF THE PROPHET ISHEEDED...
1. With the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua the people obeyed - Hag 1:12
2. TheLord promisesto be with them - Hag 1:13
3. Stirred up by the Lord, Zerubbabel and Joshua lead the remnant to resume work on the
temple - Hag 1:14-15

[From Hag 1:1,15, we can determine that it took 24 days for the people to begin rebuilding the temple.
About amonth later (cf. Hag 2:1), another message from the Lord comes by way of Haggai. This

message is...]

1. AWORD OF SUPPORT

A. ARE THE PEOPLE DISCOURAGED...?
1. Haggal is sent again to Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the faithful remnant - Hag 2:1-2
2. Those who had seen the former temple in its glory are asked if the present temple appears
as nothing in comparison - Hag 2:3
--  Thenew temple evidently did not compare with the temple built by Solomon

B. THE LORD PROVIDES A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT...
1. TheLord encourages them to be strong, for He iswith them - Hag 2:4-5
2. TheLord promisesto make the glory of thistemple greater - Hag 2:6-9
a. By shaking the nations and having them cometo “ the Desire of All Nations”
1) Thiscan betrandated “the desred of dl nationswill come”, perhaps speaking of the
nations bringing their wedlth to the temple - cf. Hag 2:8; 1sa 60:5
2) Many seeaMessanic reference in this phrase, though no reference is so madein
the New Testament (He 12:26-27 does make an dlusion to verse 6)
b. By giving peece*in this place”
1) Some see another Messianic reference in this phrase
2) Caertainly Jesus asthe Prince of Peace, came to the temple

[With such aword of encouragement, the people would continue with their task of rebuilding the
temple. But al was not well in the eyes of the Lord; He needed Haggai once again to prophesy to the
people, so two months later (cf. 2:1,10) comes...]

[11.A WORD OF EXPLANATION

A. THE PEOPLE ARE OFFERING A WORK THAT ISUNCLEAN...
1. Through two questions, the Lord chalenges the priests to think - Hag 2: 10-13
a. Can holiness be transferred through casud contact? - No
b. Can defilement be transferred through casua contact?- Yes
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2. Weél, the people are unclean, and what they therefore offer isunclean! - Hag 2:14
a.  Unclean people can't build aholy temple
b. Therefore, their offering is unclean!

B. ONCE AGAIN THE PEOPLE ARE ASKED TO CONSIDER...
1. First, begin consdering what God has done in the past - Hag 2:15-17
a. Before the sonewaslad in the temple, things were scarce
b. TheLord even brought blight, mildew and hail to frusirate their labors, but they did not
heed Him
2. Now, begin consdering what God is promising to do - Hag 2:18-19
a. Begin consdering that very day (24th day of the ninth month)
1) Consder what has occurred from the day the temple’ s foundation was laid
2) Isthere seedinthe barn? (no) Nor hasthe produce yidded its fruit
d. But beginning thet very day (24th day of the ninth month), God was going to bless them!

[With such a promise, they would likely repent and build the temple as they should. To encourage them
further, Haggal has one last message...]

IV.A WORD OF PROMISE

A. GOD WILL OVERTHROW THE KINGDOMSOF THE NATIONS...

1. Thismessage came a the same time as the third message - Hag 2: 20
a.  Onthe 24th day of the ninth month, of the second year of Darius
b. Nearly four months after the first message - ¢f. Hag 1:1

2. Directed to Zerubbabd, governor of Judah - Hag 2:21-22
a. God proclams He will shake heaven and earth
b. Hewill overthrow the kingdoms of the Gentiles
c. ThisHewill do, “ everyone by the sword of his brother”
-- Note: Just asHedid before, usng Assyriato punish Isradl, Babylon to punish Assyria,

Medo-Persia to punish Babylon, etc.

B. GOD’SSPECIAL PROMISE TO ZERUBBABEL....
1. Inthe same day that God will overthrow the nations - Hag 2:23a
2. God will make Zerubbabel as a Sgnet ring, for God has chosen him - Hag 2:23b

a Many sseaMessanic reference in this promise

1) For God cals Zerubbabel “ My servant” , an expression often used in Isaiah in
reference to the Messiah - cf. 1sa 52:13; 53:11
2) And God says“for | have chosen you” (Messiah means anointed, chosen)

b. That asgovernor of Judah and descendant of David, Zerubbabel represents the
Messanic hope that has been renewed and would be ultimatdy fulfilled with the coming
of Jesus!

-- Note: With Hisexdtation to the right hand of God, Jesus began to rule the nations
“with arod of iron’, as Revelaion vividly depicts- Re 1:5; 2:26-27; 3:21; 17:14

CONCLUSION
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1. Hagga’'s message was primarily designed to encourage Zerubbabe and the faithful remnant of |sradl
who had returned from Babylonian captivity...
a. Tofinish rebuilding the temple
b. Todo soinamanner that would honor and glorify God
c. Tolook to the future with hope and promise

2. Like other books of the Old Testament...
a. Hagga was*" written for our learning” - Ro 15:4
b. Therearelessonsthat can easly be gleaned from this book, such as:
1) Theimportance of putting God first - Hag 1:2-4
2) Theneed for every one to work, not just the leaders - Hag 1:12-15
3) The danger of letting evil contaminate our efforts to serve God - Hag 2:11-14

3. AsChrigtians, we are blessed to be “aholy templein the Lord” (Ep 2:19-22; cf. 1 Pe 2:5)...
a. Thefoundation of thistemple has been lad
b. But the need for building upon the foundation continues!

Living in ahighly materidigtic society, it may easy for us to neglect the ongoing condtruction of the
Lord’ shouse. Perhaps we need to remember the words of the Lord through Haggai:

“Isit timefor you yourselvesto dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple
tolieinruins?” (Hag 1:4)

If we are indeed guilty of neglecting the Lord' s house, then heed aso these words of Hagga:

“Consider your ways!”
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Zechariah
| Am Zealous For Zion (1:1-3:10)

INTRODUCTION

1. Following 70 years of Babylonian exile, Isragl was dlowed to return home...
a. Precipitated by the decree of Cyrus, they returned to rebuild the temple - Ezra 1:1-5
b. Thefirs group of exileswere led by Zerubbabd - Ezra 2:1-2
c. Whilethey were quick to build the dtar and the foundation of the temple, resistance by
adversaries soon resulted in along delay - Ezra 4:1-5
d. To encourage Zerubbabel and the others, God sent two prophets. Haggai and Zechariah
- Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14-15

2. Our previous study looked at the book of Haggai; now we begin our sudy of Zechariah...
a. Concerning the man
1) Hisname means* Whom Jehovah Remembers”
2) Atleast 27 men bear this name in the Old Testament
3) LikeEzekid, hewas of priestly descent
4) Hewasaso cdled to be aprophet, to stir up the people in building the temple
b. Concerning the message
1) He prophesied around 520-518 B.C. - cf. Zech 1:1,7; 7:1
2) Inview of these dates, his book can be thought of as a sequd to Hagga' s book
3) Hisbook isthe longest and most obscure of “ The Minor Prophets”
a) Conddered by some asthe mogt difficult inthe O.T.
b) Apocaypticin nature; filled with symboalic visons, like Ezekid and Daniel
C) Vey messanic in nature; comparative to Isaiah
d) Should certainly be gpproached with humility
4) The basc message and theme seems clear enough: | Am Zealous For Zion - cf. Zech
1:14

[As we read through the book, we must keep in mind that the primary purpose of Zechariah' s preaching
was to encourage the people in building thetemple. Thiswill be especidly hepful later on, when we get
into the “visons” of Zechariah. But we notice that the book begins with...]

. ACALL TO REPENTANCE

A. ZECHARIAH'SFIRST MESSAGE...
1. Dated in the 8th month of the second year of Darius (520 B.C.) - Zech 1:1
2. This places his prophecy between Hagga’s 2nd and 3rd prophecies - Hag 2:1,10
3. Comparing this prophecy with Haggal’ s third suggests that while the temple was being
rebuilt, some repentance was still necessary - cf. Hag 2:14

B. KEY THOUGHTSIN THISCALL TO REPENTANCE...
1. TheLord has been angry with their fathers (e.g., Babylonian captivity) - Zech 1:2
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2. The people need to return to the Lord to gain Hisfavor - Zech 1:3; cf. Ja 4:8
3. Don't beliketheir fathers, who ignored the prophets - Zech 1:4; cf. 2 Chr 36:15-18
4. Lean from ther fathers, who learned things the hard way - Zech 1:5-6

[The first message is certainly clear enough, and seems to complement Haggal' s third message. Then
three months |ater, Zechariah had a series of eight visons that occurred in one night...]

II. VISSIONSIN THE NIGHT - Part One

A. THE RIDER AND THE HORSES...

1. Zechariah seesaman riding on ared horse among myrtle treesin ahollow, followed by red,
sorrel, and white horses - Zech 1:7-9

2. Thehorses are explained as sent by the Lord to wak throughout the earth, who report (or
perhaps those on them) that the earth is resting quietly - Zech 1:10-11

3. The“Angd of the Lord” asks how long will God not show mercy on Jerusdem and Judah
- Zech 1:12

4. The Lord responds with comforting words, which Zechariah istold to proclam - Zech 1:
13-17
a. Words describing the Lord' s zed for Jerusalem and Zion
b. Words conveying God' s anger at the nations

5. Sowhile the nations may appear “at ease”, thair judgment is forthcoming and God will show
mercy to Jerusem

--  The purpose of thisvison (and the one to follow) appear to confirm the promise made to
Zerubbabd by Haggai - cf. Hag 2:20-22

B. THE FOUR HORNS AND FOUR CRAFTSMEN...
1. Zechariah seesfour hornsthat are identified as that which scattered Judah, |sradl, and
Jerusdlem - Zech 1:18-19
2. Heisthen shown four craftsmen, who will cast out the horns (nations) that scattered Judah
- Zech 1:20-21
--  Thisvigon gppears to confirm the promise made in the first vison; both visons designed to
comfort the people who were building the temple!

C. THEMAN WITH THE MEASURING LINE...
1. Thisvison gppears to develop further the thought expressed in Zech 1:16¢
2. Thefirg part of the vison indicates that Jerusdem would be inhabited to overflowing, and
protected by the Lord - Zech 2:1-5
3. Thesecond part calsfor the dispersed Jews to return - Zech 2:6-9
a. Tofleefrom Babylon
b. Forthe Lordisagaing such nations
4. Thethird part proclamsthe futurejoy of Zion and many nations - Zech 2:10-12
a. Fulfilled in part soon after the completion of the temple?
b. FRulfilled in part with the coming of the Messah?
5. Findly, acal to dl to be silent, for God isaroused (i.e., is about to act!) - Zech 2:13
-- Thisvison dso gppears designed to encourage the building of the temple!
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D. JOSHUA, THE HIGH PRIEST...
1. Inthefirg part of thevison... - Zech 3:1-5
a. Joshua, the high priest (cf. Hag 1:1), sandsin filthy garments before Satan and “the
Ange of the Lord”
b. Satanisrebuked, while Joshuais forgiven and clothed with rich robes, as “the Angel of
the Lord” stands by
2. Inthe second part of the vison... - Zech 3:6-10
a. Joshuaisadmonished by “the Angd of the Lord”
b. Heisgiven conditionsfor serving as priest before God
¢. Joshuaand his companions (the restored priesthood?) are asign
1) Of the coming Servant, the “Branch’
2) l.e,thecoming Messah - cf. 1sa 11:1-2; Mt 2:23
d. A goneislad before Joshua
1) Upon which are saven eyes
2) Upon which the Lord will engrave itsinscription
e. TheLord promisesthe remova of iniquity, describes prosperity “in that day”
--  Thisvison seems designed to encourage the re-establishment of the priestly serviceinthe
temple, and it certainly has Messanic overtones

CONCLUSION

1. Remember that the context of these visionsis the work of Zechariah and Haggai, who were sent to
dir up the people to complete building the temple...
a. Exhorting them through messages cdling the people to repentance
b. Encouraging them by proclaming the visions the Lord had reveded

2. Thisisnot to discount the fact their messages and visions often had Messianic connotations...
a.  Asso much of what happened in the Old Testament was a type of what was to come
b. And even these prophecies of Zechariah often gppear to have a double fulfillment
1) A fulfillment pertaining to the people of that day
2) A fulfillment that was redized with the coming of the Messiah, Jesud - cf. Zech 3:8b

3. But we mug be careful in seeking to understand these visions...
a. Unlesswe have an inspired interpretation provided for usin the New Testament...
b. We should use caution and humility in interpreting them outside of their context

We shdl resume our sudy of Zechariah in the next lesson, in which we will consider the remaining four
of the eight viSons seen in one night...
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Zechariah
| Am Zealous For Zion (4:1-6:15)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous study introduced us to the book of Zechariah...
a. A prophet of God who worked together with Haggai
b. Whose work focused mainly on the rebuilding of thetemple - Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14-15

2. Thebook starts out in typica fashion with acal to repentance (Zech 1:1-6), but then we find eight
visonsthat occurred in one night...
a. We briefly consdered the firgt four in the previous study
1) Therider and the horses - Zech 1:7-17
2) Thefour horns and four craftsmen - Zech 1:18-21
3) The man with the measuring line - Zech 2:1-13
4) Joshuathe high priest - Zech 3:1-10
b. These visonswere designed to motivate the people in completing the temple
1) AsGod related His zedl for Jerusdem and Hishouse - eg., Zech 1:14,16,21; 2:4
2) AsGod reassured Joshuathe high priest of hisrole - eg., Zech 3:6-7
3) AsGod reveded even greater things to come pertaining to His Servant (the Messah) - eg.,
Zech 3:8-10

3. Inthissudy, we shdl examine...
a. Theremaning four visons- Zech 4:1-6:8
b. The command to crown Joshuathe high priest - Zech 6:9-15

[From Zech 4:1, it gppears that Zechariah had falen into a deep deep after the first four visions.
Awakened by the angd, he is shown four more...]

. VISIONSIN THE NIGHT - Part Two

A. THE GOLD LAMP STAND AND TWO OLIVE TREES...
1. Awakened from a deep deep, Zechariah is shown a golden lamp stand with seven lamps
and seven pipes, with olive trees on both Sdes - Zech 4:1-3
2. Asking the angd what they represent, heistold...

a

b.

€.

That it is amessage to Zerubbabe (the governor) - Zech 4:6a

That by God' s Spirit, not man' s might or power, Zerubbabe shal bring forth the
capstone (finishing stone) of the temple - Zech 4:6b-7

Thus Zerubbabd will finish the temple - Zech 4.8-9

For the eyes of the Lord (represented by the seven lamps) which scan the whole
earth, rgjoice to see the plumb linein the hand of Zerubbabd - Zech 4:10

And that the olive trees represent “ two anointed ones’ (Joshuathe high priest and
Zerubbabel the governor?) who stand beside the Lord - Zech 4:11-14

-- With such encouragement, who can “ despise the day of small things?” (asthetemple
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looked when its foundation wasfirgt laid - cf. Ezra 3:11-12; Hag 2:2-3)

B. THEFLYING SCROLL...

1. Turning and raising his eyes, Zechariah sees aflying scroll, twenty cubits long and 10 cubits
wide (approx. 30 feet by 15 feet) - Zech 5:1-2

2. Thesroll isexplained as being the curse going out on the whole earth - Zech 5:3-4
a. According to what is written on one side, every thief will be expdled
b. According to what iswritten on the other Side, every perjurer will be expelled
c. Thusit will enter and consume the houses of thieves and those who swear fasdy

-- Such people were responsible for the downfal of Isragl and Judah (cf. Hos 4:2-3; Mic 2:
2-3); thisvison ensures such will be removed from God' s people

C. THEWOMAN IN THE BASKET (EPHAH)...
1. Zechariahisdirected to see alarge basket, in which stsawoman - Zech 5:5-7
2. Asthewoman is explained to represent wickedness...
a. Sheisthrust down into the basket with alead cover over thetop - Zech 5:8
b. Two women with wings like those of a sork lift the basket to take it a house in the land
of Shinar (Babylon) - Zech 5:9-11
--  Thisvidgon symbolizes that wickedness will be removed from the land

D. THE FOUR CHARIOTS...
1. Zechariah seesfour chariots coming between two bronze mountains - Zech 6:1-3
a. Thefirg chariot had red horses
b. The second chariot had black horses
C. Thethird chariot had white horses
d. Thefourth chariot had dappled horses
2. Heistold what the chariots represent - Zech 6:4-8
a. They represent the four spirits of heaven
b. The chariot with the black horsesis going to the north country, followed by the chariot
with the white horses
c. Thechariot with the dappled horses is going to the south country
d. The chariots go throughout the earth, with those going to the north giving rest to God's
Spirit in the north country
3. Thisfina vison gppears to correspond with the first (cf. Zech 1:7-11)
a. Inthefirst vison, the four horses report that the earth was a peace, while the temple lay
uncompleted
b. Now, it isGod s Spirit which is given rest in the north country (Babylon?)
-- Perhapsthisvison reflects that God would be at ease once His purposes concerning
Jerusdem (restoration of its temple) and Babylon (judgment for its Sns) were completed

[With these eight visions in one night, Zechariah had a message to encourage Zerubbabel and Joshuain
their effortsto rebuild the temple. That message would be reinforced with yet another given to
Zechariah...]

II. THE COMMAND TO CROWN JOSHUA
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A. THE INSTRUCTIONSTO ZECHARIAH...
1. Takethe gift from the captives and make an eaborate crown - Zech 6:9-11a
2. Set the crown on the head of Joshuathe high priest - Zech 6:11b
3. Spesk the following words to Joshua - Zech 6:12-13
a. Behold, the Man whose nameisthe Branch!
From His place He shdl branch out
He shdl build the temple of the LORD
He shal bear the glory, and shdl St and reign on the His throne
He shdl be a priest on His throne, with the counsd of peace
4, The elaborate crown to be amemorid in the temple - Zech 6:14
5. Thosefrom far away will help build the temple - Zech 6:15

® oo

B. THE MESSIANIC ELEMENTSOF THISSYMBOLIC CROWNING...
1. Certainly this symbolic crowning was intended to encourage Joshua and those captives who
had returned to rebuild the temple
2. But Joshua appearsto be atype of the coming Messiah., i.e., Jesus
Jesus was cdlled “aNazarene” (branch) - Mt 2:23; cf. Zech 3.8
He would “branch out” - cf. Isa 11:1-2; 53:2
He would build the “temple of the Lord” (i.e.,, His church) - Mt 16:18; Ep 2:21-22
Hewould “rule on Histhrone” - cf. 1 Co 15:25; Re 1:5; 2:27-28
He would be “apriest on Histhrone” - cf. He 8:1-2; Re 3:21
He would provide the “counsdl of peace” - cf. Ep 2:14-17
-- And s0 this symbolic crowning was not only to encourage Joshua, but those who looked
forward to the coming of the Messiah, whom Joshua represented!

~0 Qo0 oTW

CONCLUSION

1. Through the use of such visons and symbolic representations...
a. Zechariah succeeded in motivating Joshua, Zerubbabel, and the captives who returned with
them to rebuild the temple - cf. Ezra 6:14-15
b. Zechariah likely increased their anticipation of the future as well, as they would wonder about
the fulfillment of these visons

2. Zechariah' swork is not finished, however...
a. Hewill provide answers to questions the people had regarding certain fasts
b. Hewill have more to say about the future of Jerusalem and the coming Messiah
..which we shdl congder in the next couple of lessons

Having been reminded in this sudy of our Lord s role as both king and priest, perhaps we can close by
asking: Are you submitting to the Kingship of Jesus Chris? Are you making proper use of His
intercesson as our High Priest? How you respond to His gospd will answer such questions!
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| Am Zealous For Zion (7:1-8:23)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thusfar inour survey of the book of Zechariah...
a. Wenoticed“ A Call To Repentance” - Zech 1:1-6
b. Wesurveyed the”VisonsIn The Night”, of which there were eight...

1
2)
3)
4)
5
6)
7)
8)

Therider and the horses - Zech 1:7-17

The four horns and four craftamen - Zech 1:18-21

The man with the measuring line - Zech 2:1-13
Joshuathe high priest - Zech 3:1-10

The gold lamp stand and two olive trees - Zech 4:1-14
The flying scrall - Zech 5:1-4

Thewoman in abasket - Zech 5:5-11

The four chariots - Zech 6:1-8

c. Weconsdered “ The Command To Crown Joshua” - Zech 6:9-15

2. Inthese different ways God used Zechariah...
a. Tomoetivate Joshua, Zerubbabe, and the captives who returned with them to rebuild the temple

- cf. Ezra6:14-15

b. Toincreasether anticipation of the future as well, as they would wonder about the fulfillment of
these visons

3. Zechariah swork was not yet finished...
a. About two years laer, as the temple was still under construction, he was asked concerning the
observance of certain fasts
b. Thisprovided the Lord the opportunity to do two things:
1) Toremind the people of what prompted their exile
2) Toonceagan proclam His great zed for Zion (Jerusaem)

Mark A. Copeland

[An important lesson or two can be gleaned from this section (Zech 7:1-8:23) that Christians would do
well to remember. Also, God's zedl for Zion as expressed in this section appears to have Messanic
ramifications...]

. THE QUESTION ABOUT THE FIFTH MONTH FAST

A. THE PRIESTSARE ASKED...
In the fourth year of King Darius (ca. 518 B.C., nearly two years later) - Zech 7:1
2. When the people send messengers - Zech 7:2

1.

B. THE PEOPLE WISH TO KNOW...

1. Should they continue to weep and fast in the fifth month? - Zech 7:3

2. Thefifth month was the time of the year the temple was destr oyed nearly seventy years
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before - cf. 2Kin 25:8,9; Jer 52:12,13

[Perhaps because the temple was being rebuilt, they wanted to know if they should continue with a fast
designed to commemorate the temple’s destruction. In response, the Lord chalenges them to evaluate
their devotion...]

II. THE FAILURE OF THE PEOPLE REVIEWED

A. THEIRFASTS: FOR THE LORD, OR FOR THEMSELVES...?

1.

2.
3.

o &

In addition to the fast on the fifth month, there was one on the seventh (mourning the
murder of Gedaliah - cf. 2Kin 25:25; Jer 41:1-3)

These fasts were developed during their seventy yeer exile

But the people are challenged to consider whether they had been serving themsalves or the
Lord in keeping these fasts - Zech 7:4-6

The Lord would have preferred them to obey Him from the beginning - Zech 7.7

Note: Which is better...

a. Toworship God as Hefirgt ingtructed?

b. Or to develop traditions to bemoan your state after you have disobeyed Him?

-- Clearly God desired the former

B. THEIR EXILE WASBECAUSE OF THEIR SINS...

1.
2.

The Lord had asked them to display justice, mercy and compassion - Zech 7:9-10
But the people refused to hear, so God scattered them among the nations - Zech 7:11-14

[Thelr fasting, while appearing to express devotion for the loss of the temple, should never have been
necessary. If they had served God to begin with, there would be no need to fast! AstheLord
continues, He explains why their fasts should now be occasons for feasting...]

[I.ATIME FOR FEASTING, NOT FASTING

A. THELORD'SZEAL FOR JERUSALEM...

1.
2.
3.

The Lord is zedlous for Zion with grest zed - Zech 8:1-2

Hewill return to Zion, and dwdl in Jerusdem - Zech 8:3a

Jerusdlem will be cdled “the City of Truth’, “The Mountain of the LORD of hosts’, and
“The Holy Mountain” - Zech 8:3b

B. THE LORD'SFUTURE FOR JERUSALEM...

1.
2.
3.

4,

It will be place of peace for the dderly and young - Zech 8:4-6

The Lord will bring His remnant back, and He shdl be their God - Zech 8:7-8

Those building the temple should take heart, for the Lord shal make them ablessing - Zech
8:9-13

Just as God once sought their punishment, now He is determined to do good for them

- Zech 8:14-15

C. THELORD'SDES RE FOR JERUSALEM...

1.

For the people to speak truth, show justice and peace, not evil (to do what should have
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been done before the exile!) - Zech 8:16-17
2. Tolet thefastsbe atime for joy, gladness and cheerful feests - Zech 8:18-19

a. Thefast of the fourth month had commemorated the breaching of the walls when
Jerusalem was destroyed - 2 Kin 25:3, 4; Jer 52:6, 7

b. Thefast of thefifth month commemorated the destruction of the temple

c. Thefast of the seventh month commemorated the murder of Gedaliah

d. Thefast of the tenth month commemorated the beginning of the siege of Jerusdem
- 2Kin 25:1,2; Jer 39:1; 52:4,5

--  But now these were to be replaced with feagting!

D. THE LORD'SPROMISE FOR JERUSALEM ...

1. Many nations will come to seek the LORD of hogisin Jerusdlem - Zech 8:20-22
2. People of every language will seek to know the God of the Jews - Zech 8:23

CONCLUSION

1. How comforting and exciting this must have been to those in Zechariah' s day!

a

b.

It certainly should have encouraged them to continue with rebuilding the temple
It should have encouraged them to look forward to the future

2. While there may have been a partid fulfillment to these prophecies with the rebuilding of the temple
and walls of Jerusdem, it islikely that there are Messanic dements as well...

a

b.

With fulfillment beginning with the establishment of the church in Jerusdem - cf. Isa 2:2-3; Ac
2:1-47; He 12:22

With fulfillment culminating with the ushering in of the “ New Jerusalem” inthe” new
heavens and new earth” following the Lord' s second coming - cf. He 11:16; 13:14; 2 Pe 3:
10-13; Re 21:1-22:5

3. Findly, isthere anot alesson to be learned about “ self-imposed religion” ?

a

b
C.
d

The exiles had begun fasting by their own design

. What the Lord preferred was for them to have heeded His Word in the beginning!

Jesus taught that man-made traditions lead to vain worship - Mt 15:8-9

. Paul described the inability of saf-imposed religion to ded with the flesh - Co 2:20-23

If we dedreto truly be citizensin the “New Jerusalen’, then let’ s concentrate on doing the will of the
Father, not on making up new ways to worship Him. As Jesus warned:

“Not everyone who saysto Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. (Mt 7:21)

In our acts of devotion, are we doing the Father’ swill, or things devised by men?
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Zechariah
| Am Zealous For Zion (9:1-11:17)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thelast six chapters of the book of Zechariah contain two “ burdens” (i.e., weighty words of
judgment)...
a. The“burden’ agang Israd’senemies - cf. Zech 9:1-2
b. The"burden’ againg Isradl hersdf - Zech 12:1

2. Thereisasharp contrast between these chapters and the first eight...
a. Prompting some to suggest they may have been written by a different author
b. While others (mysdf included) believe they were written much later in thelife of Zechariah

3. Though the temple was completed by thistime, and Zechariah sinitia work a success...
a. Hiswork as a prophet was not over
b. Through him the Lord has much to say about the future of Isragl, with glimpses concerning the
coming Messiah (Jesus)

[In thislesson, we shdl survey the firg “ burden’, which contains words of judgment againgt Isradl’s
longtime enemies, while offering words of hopeto Isragl hersdif...]

. JUDGMENT AGAINST ISRAEL'SENEMIES

A. AGAINST SYRIA...
1. Agangitsleading cities Damascus, Tyre, Sidon - Zech 9:1-2
2. Desxpite her strength and weslth, the Lord will bring destruction - Zech 9:3-4
--  Many commentators point to the conquests of Alexander the Great as the fulfillment of this
prophecy (ca. 333 B.C.)

B. AGAINST PHILISTIA...
1. Her cities (Gaza, Ekron, Ashkelon) will be dismayed - Zech 9.5
2. Strangers will abide there; those that remain will be for God - Zech 9:6-7
3. Incontrast, God will protect His house, or Isradl - Zech 9:8
--  Alexander the Great did not destroy Jerusdem as he made his way through Palestine (cf.
Josephus, Antiquities Of The Jews)

[Verse 8 might actualy belong to what follows. If so, then it begins what appears to be designed
to provide comfort to Isragl concerning her future...]

. ISRAEL’SHOPE FOR THE FUTURE

A. HER KING ISCOMING...
1. Thepromise of the King - Zech 9:9a
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The character of the King - Zech 9:9b
3. Thenature of His kingdom - Zech 9:10
a. A peaceful kingdom
b. A universa reign
--  Tha Jesusfulfilled this passage is taught in the New Testament! - Mt 21:1-7; 28:18; Ep
1:22; 2:14-17

B. GOD WILL SAVE HISPEOPLE...
1. Her prisoners will be ddivered, even from her enemieslike Greece - Zech 9:11-13
2. ThelLord lead them to victory and glory - Zech 9:14-17
--  Thefulfillment of this passage may be figurative, dluding to the spiritud victory we havein
Chrigt (cf. Lk 4:16-21); some, however, beieve Zechariah is returning to the theme of
Isradl overcoming the Greeksin the time of Alexander

C. ISRAEL WILL BE RESTORED...
1. The people are encouraged to seek blessings from the Lord, not idols - Zech 10:1-2
2. The Lord will provide proper shepherds - Zech 10:3-5

a. Theold leaders removed

b. New leadersraised up to lead them to victory

Both Judah and Joseph (Ephraim) will be redeemed and restored - Zech 10:6-8

Though sown among the nations, they shdl remember and return - Zech 10:9-11

Strengthened in the Lord, they shdl wak in Hisname - Zech 10:12

--  While spesking in terms that may have been meaningful to the |sradlites of that day, this
section may dso have its fulfillment in the work of Christ through the gospel

s w

D. BUT NOT WITHOUT JUDGMENT...
1. With great imagery, coming judgment is described - Zech 11:1-3
a. Coming by way of the north (Lebanon)
b. Inwhich the shepherdsin particular wall for ther loss
2. Zechariahistold to feed aflock destined for daughter - Zech 11:4-6
a.  Whose owners and shepherds do not pity them
b. For atimeiscoming when the Lord would not pity His flock
3. Zechariah does so, but not for long - Zech 11:7-14
a. Hedarts by making two gaffs, one caled “ Beauty”, the other “ Bonds”
b. Hefeedsthe flock, but not without opposition from the other shepherds
c. Hegivesup on the flock, bresking his saffs
1) Thebreaking of “Beauty” symbolizing the breaking of the covenant
2) Heispad 30 pieces of Slver, and istold to throw it to the potter
3) Then he bresks “Bonds’ which symbolizes the break of the brotherhood between
Judah and Isradl
4. Zechaiahisthen told to take the implements of afoolish shepherd - Zech 11:15-17
a. For the Lord will one day raise up afoolish shepherd
b. Onewho will not care for the flock, upon whom judgment will come
5. What isthis chapter about?
a. Many seeinit the destruction that befell Isradl and Jerusdem by the hands of the
Romansin A.D. 70
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b. Because Isragl’ s shepherds (leaders) rgjected its Good Shepherd for which they paid a
patry 30 pieces of slver (cf. Mt 27:1-10), they were rgjected by God

CONCLUSION

1. Thelast sx chapters of Zechariah have been described as some of the most difficult in the Bible...
a. Thedifficulty liesin discerning the true fulfillment of these prophecies
b. Not only ther initid fulfillment, but whether a double fulfillment was intended as well
-- Even the gpostles were unable to fully discern Old Testament prophecy without the Lord’ shdlp
- cf. Lk 24:44-47

2. Aswith dl Old Testament prophecy, | recommend the following...

a. Wheretheinspired writers of the NT have provided inspired interpretation, we should certainly
hold to what they wrote

b. But on those prophecies of the OT where NT writers have not commented, we should be very
cautious.
1) We can offer our understanding asto what they pertain
2) But we should abstain from developing doctrines or practices based upon our uninspired

interpretations of OT prophecy

3. Indeed, if the Lord had wanted us to know...
a. | am persuaded the New Testament would have made it known
b. Jud asit did the “mystery’ of the gospd - cf. Ro 16:25-26; Ep 3:3-5

Part of that “mystery” that had been hidden so long was contained in these very words of Zechariah:

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your King iscoming to you; Heisjust and having salvation, Lowly and riding
on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zech 9:9)

And again...

Then | said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not,
refrain.” So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. Andthe
LORD said to me, “ Throw it to the potter”; that princely price they set on me.
So | took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD
for the potter. (Zech 11:12-13)

Y es, the mystery concerning One who was coming to be their King. He has come, but some rejected
Him for 30 pieces of dlver (cf. Mt 27:1-10)! Have you regjected Jesus from being your King, for what
isapdatry sum in comparison to the blessngs He provides (cf. Ep 1:3)?
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Zechariah
| Am Zealous For Zion (12:1-14:21)

INTRODUCTION

1. Withthisfind lesson on the book of Zechariah, we come to the second of two * burdens” which
make up the last Six chapters...
a. Thefird “burden’ was against Isradl’ s enemies, though it dso spoke of Isragl’ s hope for the
future - cf. Zech 9:1-2,9-10
b. Thissecond “burden’ isagaing Isradl hersdf, though it too speeks of a glorious future for
Jerusalem - cf. Zech 12:1; 14:8-11

2. Asprevioudy mentioned, these last chapters are among the most difficult in the Bible...
a. Somelook for aliterd fulfillment of what is described, concluding it has yet to come
b. Others suggest this section is figurative, and was fulfilled with the coming of Christ and His
kingdom, the church

3. | confess| am chalenged by this section of Scripture; what | will dointhislessonis
a. Briefly survey the main points presented in Zechariah' s prophecy
b. Offer some thoughts as to what this prophecy refersto

[As we have seen from the very beginning, the main theme of the book is“1 Am Zealous For Zion”
(cf. Zech 1:14). Thislast section certainly resounds with that theme as it describes...]

|. THE FUTURE OF JERUSALEM

A. THELORD'SCARE FOR JERUSALEM...
1. Jerusdlem isdepicted in some future time as under Siege by the nations - Zech 12:1-9
2. “Inthat day” (12:3,4), the Lord will use Jerusalem:
a. Asa“cup of drunkenness’ to dl the surrounding peoples
b. Asa“very heavy stone’ for al peoples
-- lLe, Jerusdem will be ameans by which God judges the nations
3. “Inthat day” (12:6,8,9), the Lord will defend Jerusdlem, and destroy her enemies

B. THELORD'SCLEANSING FOR JERUSALEM...
1. Cleansed from her sins - Zech 12:10-13:6

a. TheLord will pour out on Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication

b. They will look on Him whom they have pierced, and mourn “in that day” (12:11) as
they did when Josiah died - cf. 2 Chr 35:20-25

c. “Inthat day” (13:1,2,4), the Lord will...
1) Open afountain for sn and for uncleanness
2) Cut off theidolsfrom the land
3) Cause the prophets and unclean spirit to depart from the land, prompting...

a) Parentsto kill their sonswho dare to prophesy
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b) Those who prophesy to be ashamed and admit they are not prophets
2. Refined through persecution - Zech 13:7-9
a. The Shepherd will be struck and His sheep scattered - cf. Mt 26:31-32
b. But the Lord will usethisto refine and test the people of God - ¢f. He 12:3-11

C. THELORD'SDELIVERANCE FOR JERUSALEM...

1. “Theday of the Lord” iscoming when the Lord will gather all the nationsto battle
against Jerusalem - Zech 14:1-3
a. Thecity will be taken and rifled, the women ravished
b. Haf of the city shdl go into captivity, but the remnant will not be cut off

2. But then theLord go forth and fight againgt those nations - Zech 14:4-7
a. Hewill sand on the Mount of Olives, which will cause agreet valey
b. Through the valey the people will flee for safety
c. “Inthat day” (14:6) there will be no light until evening

D. THE LORD'SGLORY FOR JERUSALEM...
1. What issaid of Jerusalem “in that day” (14.8,9) - Zech 14:8-11
a. Living waters shdl flow from Jerusalem both east and west, summer and winter
b. TheLord will beKing over dl the earth
c. Theland from Geba (6 mi. NE of Jerusdem) to Rimmon (35 mi SW of Jerusalem) will
be turned into a plain, while Jerusdlem will be built up and safdy inhabited
2. What issaid of Jerusalem’s enemies*“in that day” (14:13) - Zech 14:12-15
a. TheLord will grike them with aplague
b. The Lord will send agreat panic anong them
c. Judahwill fight for Jerusdem, with the wedth of the nations gathered
d. The plaguewill &flict even the animals
3. What issaid of Jerusalem “in that day” (14:20,21), continued - Zech 14:16-21
a. Those of the nations which remain will worship the King, the LORD of hosts and keep
the Feast of Tabernacles
Those who do not will experience drought and the plague
“Holinessto the Lord” will be engraved on the bells of the horses - cf. Exo 28:36-38
The potsin Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness to the LORD of Hogts
There shdl no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hogts

®opo

[Can you see why it has been said that these last Sx chapters are among the mogt difficult in the Bible?
What isthistalking about? Hasit been fulfilled?

II. SOME PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS

A. THISSECTION NATURALLY RAISES QUESTIONS...
1. Areweto expect aliterd or figurative fulfillment?
2. Wasit fulfilled at the beginning of the Messanic period? (Hisfirs coming)
3. Orisit to befulfilled toward the end of the Messanic period? (after His second coming)

B. SOME THOUGHTSFOR YOUR CONSIDERATION...
1. Asmentioned previoudy, | recommend the following regarding OT prophecy:
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a. Wheretheingpired writers of the NT have provided inspired interpretation, we should
certainly hold to what they wrote
b. But with prophecies of the OT where NT writers have not commented, we should be
very cautious
1) We can offer our understanding as to what they pertain
2) But we should abstain from developing doctrines or practices based upon our
uningpired interpretations of such prophecies
3) Indeed, many false doctrines and cults are based upon speculative interpretations of
OT prophecies
2. Thosswho beievein aliterd fulfillment say it is yet to be fulfilled
a. Thepre-millenidig, for example, believes this section pertains to events surrounding
literdl Jerusdem just prior to the coming of Chrigt
b. But wha littleis quoted by Jesusand NT writersis gpplied to His first coming
1) Compare Zech 13:7with Mt 26:31-32; Mk 14:27
2) Compare Zech 12:10 with Jn 19:37
3. | beieve this section isintended to be understood figuratively
a. For that is how inspired men inthe NT often explained OT prophecy; eg....
1) Notice how James applied Amos 9:11-12
2) He applied the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David to the establishment of the
church - cf. Ac 15:14-17
b. If s0, then Jerusdem throughout this section should be understood as the church
1) AsseeninHe12:22-24
2) That the Lordisillugrating how His care, cleansing, ddiverance and glory for His
people would continue
3) Butitiswritten in terms meaningful to the people of Zechariah s day
4. | am not closed to the idea that there may be futuristic lements of this prophecy
a. For Peter indicates that some of |saiah' s prophecies were yet to be fulfilled - cf. 2 Pe
3:13-14 with I sa 65:17-19; 66:22
b. Butif thereare, | would tend to view Zechariah' s prophecy in the same time frame as
Re 20:7-22:25
1) l.e,adepiction of thechurchinitslast tribulation and ultimate glory
2) Inwhich both Zechariah and John describe it in terms particularly meaningful to the
people of their day

CONCLUSION

1. Whilethe book of Zechariah may continue to chalenge us, its main purpose is evident...
a. Zechariah was sent to encourage the people of God
b. Thishedid, through visons, teachings, and prophecies
c. Histheme throughout isthe same: “I Am Zealous For Zion”

2. AsChrigiansin the church of our Lord...
a. Wehave cometo “ Mt Zion and to the City of living God, the heavenly Jerusalem”
b. We can rest assured that regarding His church today the Lord is till “zealousfor Zion™!

In light of the wonderful truth expressed by Paul...
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“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being joined together, growsinto a
holy templein the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” (Ep 2:19-22)

...may we be diligent in building the “temple” (church) of the Lord today!
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My Messenger (1:1-2:16)

INTRODUCTION

1. Withthead of the prophetic ministries of Haggai and Zechariah...
a. Thetemplewasrebuilt - Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14-16
b. What had begunin 536 B.C. wasfindly finished in 516 B.C.

2. In458 B.C., another group of exiles returned to Jerusdem, led by Ezra...
a A priet
b. Hiswork wasto teach the people the word of God - Ezra 7:10

3. About 444 B.C., athird group of exilesreturned led by Nehemiah...
a.  Who became governor
b. Under hisleadership, the wals of Jerusdem were rebuilt (Neh 1-6)
c. Together with Ezra, he led the people to agreeat reviva (Neh 7-13)

4. Contemporary with Ezra and Nehemiah was another prophet, M alachi...
a. Hisnamemeans“ My M essenger”
1) Certainly Mdachi was a messenger of God
2) But he dso spoke of God's messengersto come-Mal 3:1
b. LikeEzrathepriest...
1) Madachi attacked the spiritual and mora decay that was prevaent
2) Among both priests and people
c. Insodoing, he resorted to anew style of teaching
1) Known asthe didactic-didectic method of speaking

2) l.e, making acharge, rasing potentia objections, and then refuting them

3) Which later became common in Jewish schools and synagogues

Mark A. Copeland

[In this study, we shal consider severa examples of this Syle of teaching as we survey thefirg two

chapters. In these chapters we find Maachi addressing severa problems...]

|. THEY WERE DOUBTING GOD’SLOVE

A. EVIDENTLY THEY WERE QUESTIONING GOD’SLOVE FOR THEM...

1. After yearsof captivity, one might understand why they fet thisway
2. Their return from Babylonian captivity was not without difficulty

B. GOD REASSERTSHISLOVE FOR ISRAEL ...
1. Notethe didactic-didectic syle-Mal 1.2
a. “l haveloved you
b. “Inwhat way have You loved us?’

c. “Wasnot Esau Jacob’'s brother? Yet Jacob | have loved; but Esau | have hated”
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2. God is spesking of Jacob and Esau as the representative of their descendant nations; God
did not hate Esau persondly, but did hate what Edom as a nation had become
3. Hegoesontoillusrate what He means
a. Edom (the descendants of Esau) had become desolate; despite their claimsto the
country, it would remain desolate - Mal 1:3-4
b. But Israd would one day see the Lord magnified beyond its border - Mal 1.5

[If the people only observed how Isragl was being restored while Edom remained desolate, they would
know God ill loved them asanation. But perhaps their doubting of God' s love had led to another
problem that was prevaent at that time...]

II. THEY WERE DISHONORING GOD’'SNAME

A. BY OFFERING BLEMISHED SACRIFICES... - Mal 1:6-11

Sons honor their fathers, and servants their masters; but they were despising God
When asked in what way, they aretold of their defiled sacrifices

They were offering to God what they would be embarrassed to offer men

The Lord would even wish that someone shut the doors so they could not sacrifice
Despite their dishonor, one day God' s name would be great even among the Gentiles

o wbdpE

B. BY OFFERING HALFHEARTED WORSHIP... - Mal 1:12-14
1. They dso were profaning God' s name by saying His service is contemptible and a
weariness
2. Those who continued to bring blemished sacrifices would fall under God' s curse, for Heis
“agreat King”

C. SUCH CORRUPTION WOULD NOT GO UNANSWERED... - Mal 2:1-9
1. Addressing the priests directly, the nature of God' s curse is graphicaly depicted
2. Because they had failed to live up to what was expected of God's priests, He will make
them base and contemptible

[AsMaachi continues, we also learn...]

1. THEY WERE PROFANING GOD’S COVENANT

A. BY MARRYING HEATHEN WOMEN... - Mal 2:10-12
1. They were deding treacheroudy and profaning the covenant made with their fathers by
marrying pagan women (“the daughter of aforeign God”)
2. Thisnature of this problem isdescribed in Ezra 9-10; Neh 13:23-24
3. Maachi praysthat the Lord will cut off from Jacob those who do this- M al 2:12; cf. Ezr
10:7-8; Neh 13:23-28

B. BY DIVORCING THEIR JEWISH WIVES... - Mal 2:13-16
1. Despite their wesping, God was no longer regarding their sacrifices - cf. 1 Pe 3:8
2. For they had dedlt treecheroudy with the wives of the their youth (i.e., Jewish wives) by
divorcing them
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a. Even though they had entered into a covenant (e.g., “Till death do us part”)
b. Even though God had made them one (cf. Gen 2:24)

3. Therefore God hates divorce - Mal 2:16
a. For it covers one’s garment with violence (e.g., againg the wife and children)
b. Itistreacherousto so ded with one’s spouse in that way!

CONCLUSION

1. lsrad was showing signs of spirituad and mord decay...
a. Falling to gppreciate God' s love for them
b. Dishonoring God by offering second-best and hafhearted worship
c. Profaning God's covenant by disregarding it and their wives

2. ltiseasy for Chrigtians to make application with such verses...

a. Asgpiritud priests we are to offer spiritud sacrifices (1 Pe 2:9; Ro 12:1-2)

b. Isour service honoring God? Or do we:
1) Dishonor God by offering less than our best and with halfhearted service?
2) Profane God' s covenant by disregarding the covenant we made with Him and our wives

when we married them?

3) Hinder our worship to God by our treatment of our wives?

c. Arewe any better than the priests of Mdachi’s day?

Let the book of Maachi be a guide asto when one’srdigion is showing sgns of spiritua and mord
decay! Certainly God isworthy of our best, and we should do what we can to make sure these words
prove true:

“For from therising of the sun, even to its going down,
My name shall be great among the Gentiles;
In every place incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering;
For My name shall be great among the nations,” Says the LORD of
hosts.”
- (Mal 1:11)
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Malachi
My M essenger (2:17-4.6)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson we introduced the last of “ The Minor Prophets’ ...
a. Malachi, whose name means“ My M essenger”
b. A prophet of God during the time of Ezraand Nehemiah (ca. 444 B.C.)
c. A prophet who like Ezrathe priedt...
1) Attacked the spiritud and mord decay at that time
2) Especidly among the priests
d. A prophet who used the didactic-didectic style of teaching
1) Making acharge, raising potentia objections, and then refuting them
2) Which later became common in Jewish schools and synagogues

2. We have dready seen how Maachi addressed three problems affecting Isradl at that time...
a. They were doubting God's love - Mal 1:1-5
b. They were dishonoring God's name - Mal 1:6-2:9
1) By offering blemished sacrifices
2) By offering hafhearted worship
c. They were profaning God' s covenant - Mal 2:10-16
1) By marrying hesthen women
2) By divorcing their Jewish wives

3. Inthelast section of the book of Mdachi, wefind...
a. Moreindications of ther spirituad and mord decay
b. Promises concerning the coming Messiah!

[We begin with the last verse of the second chapter, noting how...]

. THEY WERE TRYING GOD’SPATIENCE

A. BY QUESTIONING THE JUSTICE OF GOD... - Mal 2:17
1. They had wearied God with their words
2. Especidly regarding His judtice:
a. For they said that those who do evil isgood in God's Sght, thet He even ddlightsin
them
b. For they asked, “Whereisthe God of justice?’

B. THE LORD'SRESPONSE WILL BE TO SEND HISMESSENGER... - Mal 3:1-5
1. Fird, the” messenger” who will prepare Hisway for Him - Mal 3:1a
a. A dlear reference to John the Baptist
b. Comparelsa40:3; Mt 3:1-3; 11:7-10
2. Thenwill appear the“ Messenger of the covenant” - Mal 3:1b
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a. Herethereferenceisto Chrigt, the Messah for which they had longed

b. Who certainly came to Histemple - Mt 21: 12ff

c. And was amessenger of anew covenant - Mt 26:26-28

His coming will be one to purge His people - Mal 3:2-5

a. Likearefiner’sfireand afuller’s soap

b. Thesonsof Levi (i.e, priests) especidly, that their offerings may be acceptable
c. Hewill come near to judge those who do not fear the Lord - cf. Mt 3:11-12

[With the coming of the“ Messenger of the covenant”, they would have their answer to the question
“Whereisthe God of justice?” Aswe continue, we see yet another complaint God had againgt the
|graditesin Maachi’s day...]

. THEY WERE FORSAKING GOD’S ORDINANCES

A. GOD CHARGESTHEM WITH INCONSISTENCY ... - Mal 3:6-7

1.

wN

Unlike God Himsdlf, whose unchanging nature has kept Him from totally consuming |sradl!
- Mal 3:6

Y et their history showed a practice of gpostasy - Mal 3:7a

Even when cdled to return, they ask “In what way shdl we return?’ - Mal 3:7b

No answer is given directly

a. Perhaps because the answer is so obvious it does not deserve aresponse

b. Or the answer is given by the example which follows...

B. THEIRTITHESASA CASE IN POINT... - Mal 3:8-12

1.
2.
3.

They had robbed God by therr fallure to offer their tithes- Mal 3:8

For this reason the whole nation had been accursed - Mal 3:9

They are chdlenged to bring the tithes, and to see the blessngs that would follow - Mal 3:
10-12

[The sixth and final complaint that God had againgt is now presented...]

[1I.THEY WERE DESPISING GOD’S SERVICE

A. BY SAYING IT WASVAIN TO SERVE GOD... - Mal 3:13-15

1.
2.
3.

Their words were harsh against God - Mal 3:13

Questioning what profit there wasin keeping His ordinances- Mal 3:14

Cdling the proud blessed, saying the wicked are raised up, and those who tempt God go
free- Mal 3:15

B. YET SOME BEGAN TO HEED MALACHI'SMESSAGE... - Mal 3:16-4:6

1.
2.
3.

Those who feared the Lord, as they spoke to one another - Mal 3:16a

Whom the Lord noticed, and a“book of remembrance” was written - Mal 3:16b
Whom the Lord promised to make His“jewds’ and spare them - Mal 3:17

a It will be easy to discern therighteous- Mal 3:18

b. For the day was coming when the wicked will be burned liked stubble - Mal 4:1
c. But those who fear His name will be blessed by “the Sun of Righteousness’ (Jesus)
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- Mal 4:2-3

Until then, the faithful are exhorted to heed the Law of Moses-Mal 4:4

And await the coming of “ Elijah the prophet” (John the Baptist) who will cometo
prepare people for the coming of the Lord - Mal 4:5-6; cf. Lk 1:16-17

CONCLUSION

1. Aswith most prophets, Maachi had a message for both the present and the future...
a. Exhorting the people to ook at themsdves, how they were guilty of:

1
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Doubting God' s love

Dishonoring God' s name

Profaning God' s covenant

Trying God's patience

Forsaking God' s ordinances

Despisng God' s service

Note: These points were taken from Wiersbe's*“ Be Amazed” commentary

b. Encouraging the people to look forward to the coming of:

1

2)

God’s Messenger (John), who would come in the spirit of Elijah and prepare people for
the coming of the Lord

The Messenger of the covenant (Jesus), who come to refine and purify those willing to
repent, and bring judgment on those who do not fear the Lord

2. Itisencouraging to note that some evidently took Mdachi’s message to heart - Mal 3:16-18
a. Whom the Lord would clam as His
b. Whom the Lord would make His “jewds”
c. Whom the Lord would spare as a man spares His own son who serves him

Aswe come to the close of thissurvey of “ The Minor Prophets”, perhapsit is appropriate to ask:
Are we willing to take the prophets message to heart?

*

*

*

They were written for our learning and admonition - cf. Ro 15:4; 1 Co 10:11
They hdp make uswise for the salvation which by faith in Christ - cf. 2 Ti 3:14-15

They are cartainly profitable for ingtruction in righteousness - cf. 2 Ti 3:16-17

| pray that in some way this series has helped you to appreciate the value of studying “ The Minor
Prophets” and making application of them to your life.

Studies In The Minor Prophets 89



