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Life After Death
What Is The Value Of Such A Study?

INTRODUCTION

1. Mankind has long been fascinated with the subject of life after death

2. Suchfascination has given riseto such things as
a. Interest in the occult
b. Speculaion concerning the timing and events surrounding the return of Jesus Christ

3. It hasdso creasted much confusion among those who are Christians, who have every reason to look
forward to the future with certainty and great expectation

4. Though the Bible has much to say about what will occur after desth and in the future, many have not
sudied the Bible carefully on this subject
a. Ther knowledge may be limited to what they have heard or seen on religious TV and radio
programs
b. Or their understanding may be based upon a point of view that is taught by their religion's creed,
rather than the Bible itsdlf

o

It ismy prayer thet this series of lessonson " Life After Death" may help increase our
understanding on what the Bible itself actudly teaches on the subject

[In thislesson, | wish to answer the question, " What isthe value of such a study?* Buit firg, it may
help to define a couple of terms...

|. DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. ESCHATOLOGY...
1. Thesysematic study of that which the Bible has reveded regarding the future is cdled
"eschatology”
2. Theterm comes from two words...
a. eschatos - meaning "lagt things'
b. logos - meaning "word" or "discourse”
3. Therefore, eschatology isadiscourse or study about the last things

B. INDIVIDUAL ESCHATOLOGY vs. GENERAL ESCHATOLOGY...
1. Thefidd of "eschatology” can be divided into two generd areas
2. Individual eschatology...
a. Petansto what hgppensto the individua between degth and the find return of Christ
b. Otherwise known asthe "intermediate Sate"
3. General eschatology...
a. Petainsto what will happen when and after Chrigt's find coming
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b. Thisrdatesto wha we might cdl our "eternd dedtiny”
4. Inthisseriesof lessons, we will consider both fields of eschatology...
a.  Beginning with "individud" eschatology
b. Because for much of mankind, their death precedes the coming of Christ

[But what isthe vaue of such astudy, besides answering our curiosity? Is such astudy redly practica?
Consder, then...]

II. THE VALUE OF SUCH A STUDY

A.

IT ENCOURAGESUSTO SO LIVE THAT THE BLESSINGSWILL BE OURS...

1. The Lord has promised wonderful blessing to those who endure - Ja 1:12

2. ltisentirely proper for the believer to seek whatever blessings God has prepared for the
righteous - 1 Pe 3:8-12

IT FURNISHESA STIMULUSAND A THEME FOR EVANGELISM ...
1. Knowing what lay ahead for snful mankind motivated Paul to preach -2 Co 5:10-11
2. It should also motivate snnersto obey - Ac 17:30; Mt 16:24-27

IT HELPSONE TO ANSWER INQUIRERS, AND TO QUIET DECEIVERS...

1. Many are sincerdy interested, and we should be able to give them the correct teaching
-1Pe3:15

2. But there are many bent on teaching their false doctrine, and we should be able to refute
them-Ti 1:9-11

IT HELPSTO STIMULATE PRAYER...
1. Theimportance of prayer to the Christian can never be overemphasized - cf. Lk 18:1-8
2. Meditating upon the "end times' can simulate serious and watchful prayer - 1 Pe 4.7

IT CAN STRENGTHEN LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER...

1. Read caefully 1 Pe4.7-10

2. Increasing our understanding for what awaits the faithful can spur grester devotion and
sarvice to one another (cf. Mt 25:31-46)

3. That servicein turn strengthens our love for one another!

IT CAN CAUSE MORE GLORY TO BE GIVEN TO GOD...

1. Note carefully Ro 2:4, where we learn the goodness of God leads men to repent

2. The morewe learn of God's goodness which He has prepared for those who love and obey
Him, the more we (and others) will repent...resulting in the glory of God - cf. 1 Pe 4:11

IT CAN INCREASE INCENTIVE TO BE STEADFAST IN THE FAITH...
1. Consder1Peb5:8-9
2. Themore we strengthen the inner conviction...
a Tha hdlisred
b. That itis Satan's Snister purpose to devour as many people as possible
...the more incentive we will have to remain seadfad in the faith!
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CONCLUSION

1. Far frombeing an impractica subject of study, the truths concerning the "last things' can be of
inestimable vaue to our presant life

2. AsJohnwrote, our hope in the One Who is coming, and what that means for us, can help to
"purify" oursalves - cf. 1 .Jn 3:2-3

In our next study, we shdl begin looking at individual eschatology by examining different atitudes
held towards deeth itsdlf ...
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Life After Death
What Should Be Our Attitude Towards Death?

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous lesson examined the value of such agtudy as" Life After Death" , in which we
suggested that it could...

@ ~p 0o

Encourage usto so live asto inherit blessings
Furnish us a gimulus and theme for evangdism
Help usto answer inquirers, and quiet decaeivers
Stimulate us to more fervent prayers

Strengthen our love for one another

Cause more glory to be given to God

Increase incentive to be steadfast in the faith

Understanding the vaue of such astudy, it may be proper to begin this study in earnest by stressng
what our attitude as Chrigtians should be towards desth itself

a

b.

Thiswill hdp us get sarted in theright direction

For whatever "conclusons’ or "convictions' we may reach in future studies must be in harmony

with the proper attitude astaught in the Bible

1) Some views of seem totdly out of harmony with a Biblicd attitude toward death

2) E.g, if after deeth the soul "deeps’ or ceasesto exid, | find it difficult to understand why the
Bible says what it does about the death of the righteous

[Let's noticefirgt, then, some...]

WRONG ATTITUDESTOWARD DEATH

A. THEATTITUDE OF THE "CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST" ...

1. Who believesthat "matter, Sn, sickness, and death have no redity”

2. l.e, who in essence deniestheredity of death

3. Who might to read Gen 5:5,8,11,14,17,20,27,31 and observe how often the Scriptures
records " and he died"

B. THEATTITUDE OF THE "ESCAPIST" ...

1. Who fears desth, and so triesto avoid al mention of it
a. Louis XV forbade his servants to mention the word "death” in his presence
b. Some Chinese are afraid that the mention of "death” invites it

2. But that approach cannot provide any true comfort

C. THEATTITUDE OF THE"FATALIST" OR"STOIC" ...

1. Thisperson appearsto accept it without any emotion, one way or the other
2. Eg., saying"When| dig, | rot...and what of it?"
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D. THEATTITUDE OF THE "BLATANT INFIDEL" ...
1. Thisindividud curses desth and the God (if there is one) who dlowsit
2. Who might say, "Thisisadirty trick!"

E. THEATTITUDE OF THE "DESPAIRING PESSIMIST" ...
1. Tired of life, and in despair commits suicide
2. Butthereisat least one passage that teaches us to have more respect for our physical body
- cf. 1 Co 6:19-20

F. THEATTITUDE OF THE "SENTIMENTALIST" ...
1. Thisperson gushes over deathbed scenes, grows very sentimentd, but actudly enjoysiit!
2. Jud like there are those who enjoy "thrillers’, there are those who ddight in "tear-jerkers’
3. Why? You will have to ask a psychologist for that one...

G. THEATTITUDE OF THE "RELIGIOUSFANATIC WITH A MARTYR
COMPLEX" ...
1. Not to be confused with true martyrs who faced inevitable death with greet courage
2. This person actualy looks for opportunity to die for the Lord
3. Who should probably study such verseslike 1 Co 13:3b; Ph 1:22-24

[Such attitudes toward death are harmful or otherwise wrong. How then should the Chrigtian view
desth? The same way the Bible viewsit...]

II. BIBLICAL ATTITUDESTOWARD THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS

A. PRECIOUSIN THE SIGHT OF GOD...
1. Cf.Psall6:15
2. Viewed from God's perspective, desth smply means that one of His children isfinaly
"coming home'

B. REMOVED FROM EVIL, AND AT PEACE...
1. Cf.lsa57:1-2
2. Intimes of turmoail, the righteous are often caught up in the loss of life
3. But we can condder it from a positive perspective, that such are no longer have to endure
the evil, and are now in peace!

C. ABEING CARRIED AWAY BY ANGELSTOBLISS...
1. Cf.Lk 16:22
2. Those righteous who have suffered are immediately released from that suffering, and are
carried away by the angels to a place of comfort

D. A GOING AWAY TO PARADISE...
1. Cf.Lk 23:43
2. S0 Jesus promised the thief on the cross

E. A DEPARTURE, AN"EXODUS'...
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1. Paul viewed hisimpending degth as a"departure”, usng " ametgphor drawn from loosing
from moorings preparatory to sstting sal” - 2 Ti 4:6

2. Peter used the Greek word exodos { ex'-od-os} (trandated "decease"), meaning "exit", the
same word used to describe the Exodus of I1sragl from Egyptian bondage

F. A"GAIN", SOMETHING FARBETTER THAN LIVING...
1. Cf.Ph1:21,23
2. Thiswas another way Paul viewed his degth

G. TOBEWITH CHRIST, AT HOMEWITH THE LORD...
1. Cf.Ph1:23;,2C05:6-8
2. Thisiswhy desth was consdered by Paul to be a"gain", rather than aloss

H. "ASLEEP" IN JESUS, YET LIVING WITH HIM...
1. Cf.1Th4:13-14;5:9-11
2. Those who have died "in Chrig", are said to "deep in Jesus’
3. Whether this phrase ("deep in Jesus') supports what some teach as "soul degping” will be
examined more carefully later, but Paul does say that those who deep in Jesus Hlill live
together with Him" implying avareness-1 Th 5:10

|. A BLESSED REST FROM THEIR LABORS...
1. Cf.Re14:13
2. One of the many blessings promised to those who patiently keegp the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus (Re 14:12)

CONCLUSION

1. Thisshould suffice to convince the faithful Chridtian that degth...
a Isnot to be denied or feared
b. But can be something precious and even longed for, for the blessngs it bringd

2. Assad inthe beginning of thislesson, whatever conclusions or convictions we reach concerning the
death of the righteous must somehow fit in with these attitudes towards deeth as found in the Bible

3. May God give us more grace and greater faith to so view the death of those in Chrigt, and our own
degth aswell!

4. And may we aso ever give praise and glory to God, who through His Son has freed us from the
"fear of death" - He 2:14-15

Have you been freed from the fear of degth, by being made righteousin the blood of the Lamb?
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Life After Death
What |s The Nature Of Man?

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous lessons have Smply served as an introduction to our study ...
a. We have seen that such astudy can be of vaue
b. We have seen dso that desth for the righteous is spoken of as a blessed thing in the Sight of
God, and something even desired, not feared, by some early Christians
--  Hopefully, thiswill have pesked our interest in what the Bible actudly teaches concerning "life
after death”

2. A dudy like this must necessarily include adiscusson of the "nature’ of man...
a. For our view of man's "nature" will have abearing upon our views concerning what happens
when man dies
b. I.e, those who bdieve that man's nature iswholly material (like those who cal themsdves
"Jehovah's Witnesses') have completely different views than those who hold that man possesses
asoul or spirit which survives degth

3. Thisisadifficult subject, and in thislesson | hopeto...
a. lllugrate the difficulty, so that we may ever be cautious and humble in dedling with the subject
b. Look at those passages which | believe clearly teach that man possesses a"soul” (or "spirit")
which continues to exist after deeth
[With these godsin mind, consider fird, then...]

|. THE DIFFICULT NATURE OF THISSUBJECT

A. IT REVOLVESAROUND THE USE OF THE WORDS" SOUL" AND " SPIRIT" ...
1. Many try to makeit sound Smpler thet it is
a. By suggedting there is one definition for each word which gpplies every time that word is
found
b. "JW's' are notorious for doing this, but it isamistake we al make at times
2. Wemight wish it was that Imple, but we must bear in mind that one word often has many
different meanings
a. E.g., consder theword "run"
1) Asanintrangtive verb, it has at leadt fifteen (15) different meaningd
2) Asatrangtive verb, fifteen (15) more!
3) Asanoun, deven (11) more
4) Asan adjective, three (3) more
5) Indl, "run" can have a least forty-four (44) different definitiond
b. Such varied use of asingle word is quite common in dl languages, including Hebrew
and Greek
3. Thewordstrandated "soul" and "sairit" likewise have many different meanings
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B. CONSIDER THE WORD " SOUL" ...
1. TheHEBREW wordis" nephesh” , and a timesit may refer to:

a
b.
C.
d.
e.

Animd life- Gen 1:20-21 ("living")

The person - Num 31:19 ("killed any person’”)

The body - Num 6:6 ("adead body")

Something digtinguished from the body - 1s 10: 18 ("soul and body™)
Breath - Job 41:21 (referring to Leviathan)

2. The GREEK wordis" psuche", and at times it may refer to:

a

b
C.
d.
e

The person - 1 Pe 3:20 ("eight souls saved by water”)

. Lifeitsdf - Jn 13:38 ("lay down your life")

Something distinguished from the spirit - He 4:12 ("soul and spirit")
Something distinguished from the body - 1 Th 5:23 ("spirit and soul and body")

. That which exigs after the bodly is dissolved - Mt 10:28 ("kill the body but not the

soul')

C. CONSIDER THE WORD "SPIRIT" ...
1. TheHEBREW wordis"ruach", and at timesit may refer to:

a

S@ropooCoT

Storms and wind - Gen 8:1 ("wind")

Thelife principle - Gen 6:17 ("bresth of life")

Breeth itsdf - Job 9:18 ("catch my breath”)

Something digtinct from bregth - Job 34: 15 ("spirit and breath”)

A disposition or attitude - Ecc 7:8-9 ("patient in Spirit better than proud in spirit™)
Non-fleshly beings with intelligence - 1 Kin 22:21-22 ("a pirit came forward...")
That which is interchangeable with "nephesh” - 1 sa 26:9

That which is distinct from the flesh

1) Num 16:22 ("spirits of dl flesh”)

2) lIsa31:3 ("areflesh, and not Soirit")

Theinner man

1) 1sa26:9 ("by my soirit within me 1 will seek You")

2) Zech 12:1 (“formsthe spirit of man within him')

2. The GREEK word is" pneuma”, and at times it may refer to:

a

b
C.
d

o

Thewind - Jn 3:8 ("thewind blows...")

. Breath - 2 Th 2:8 ("will consume with the bregth of His mouth”)

The Holy Spirit - Jn 1:32 ("l saw the Spirit descending from heaven like adove")

. Unclean spirits or demons

1) Mt 8:16 ("He cast out the spirits with aword")

2) Lk 4:33 ("agirit of an unclean demon”)

Angds-He 1:13-14 ("minigering Soirits sent forth™)

Character and mord qualities- 1 Pe 3:4 ("agentle and quiet spirit")

Purpose, or am

1) 2 Co12:18 ("Did we not wak in the same spirit?")

2) Ph 1:27 ("dand fast in one soirit")

Perception, desires, fedlings, etc. - 1 Co 5:3 ("absent in body but present in spirit")
Part of man digtinct from the flesh

1) 1Co5:5 ("for the destruction of hisflesh, that his spirit may be saved”)

Life After Death
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2) He12:23 ("to the spirits of just men made perfect")

D. WHAT DOESALL OF THISPROVE...?
1. Smply that "soul" and "spirit" have many different meanings and gpplications

a

b.

Therefore we cannot just take one definition which may be true in one context and
aoply it to dl otherd
Y et many do this very thing

2. Wemust be cautious, and humbly consider the context of each passage to determine how

the

words are being used

[With that thought in mind, we are ready to condder the " nature” of man: Does man possess a Soirit
or soul that continues to exist after desth? Consider those...]

. SCRIPTURESWHICH INDICATE THAT MAN HAS A SOUL OR SPIRIT WHICH

CONTINUESAFTER DEATH

A. INTHE OLD TESTAMENT...

1. An

interesting phrase is "gathered to thy peopl€”’, implying existence after death, and is made

in regards to the deeth of ...

a

b
c
d.
e.
f.

ok wN

Lik
-E

B. INTH

Abraham - Gen 25:8
I|saac - Gen 35:29

. Jacob - Gen 49:29,33

Aaron - Num 20:24
Moses - Num 27:13; Deu 32:50
Josiah - 2 Kin 22:20; 2 Chr 34:28

There isthe case of Samuel, who was brought back after his death - 1 Sam 28:7-19
David could look forward to one day joining hisinfant son - 2 Sam 12:22-23

The spirit will return to God a degth - Ecc 12:6-7

The lament againgt the king of Babylon speeks of life after deeth - 1sa 14:9-11

ewise the lament againgt Egypt, Assyria, Elam, etc., who are dl consgned to the "Pit"
zek 32:17-32

E NEW TESTAMENT...

1. Intheteaching of Jesus

a
b.

C.
2. Int
a

b.
C.
d.

Man is both body and soul, and the soul can survive murder by another - Mt 10:28

The story of Lazarus and the rich man - cf. Lk 16:22-23

1) Somesay thisisonly aparable

2) Evenif it was (which is highly unlikely), parables were "true to life" sories, not
fantasy!

His promise to the thief on the cross- Lk 23:42-43

he teaching of Paul

Thereis"theinner man" that can be ever renewed, even while "the outer man" decays

-2Co04:16-18

One can be with the Lord, while absent from the body - 2 Co 5:6-8

Thereisa part of man that can be "out of the body" -2 Co 12:3

One can be deed, yet Hill be with Christ - Ph 1:23

Life After Death
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e. Referenceismadeto the "spirits of just men” - He 12:22-23
3. Theteaching of Peter
a. He spoke of the "spiritsin prison” - 1 Pe 3:18-20
b. Hewrote of those who are "deed, but livein the spirit” - 1 Pe 4:6
c. Hedescribed the body as atabernacle to be put off...if the body is atabernacle
(dwdling place), what dwdlsinit?-2 Pe 1:13-14
d. Theunjust are under punishment, just like some angels - 2 Pe 2:4,9-10
4. John, in the Reveation given to him, saw "souls of those dain”, and they were capable of
crying out with loud voices, and being comforted - Re 6:9-11

CONCLUSION

1. Passages such these certainly lead me to believe that man is of a"twofold" nature...
a. Thereisthe outward man; the body of flesh which grows old and eventualy dies
b. Thereistheinward man; cdled a timesthe "soul" or "spirit", which can be renewed daly and
continues to exist past degth

2. Beaing in mind that "soul" and "spirit" can have many different meanings...
a | suggest that in passageslike 1 Th 5:23and He 4:12...
1) Either "soul" or "spirit" is being used in one of the many senses other than what we
commonly think of it
2) l.e, manisdill bascaly "twofold" and not "thregfold” in nature (as these two passages
seem to imply)
b. Whenever M aterialists use passages which might indicate that man's "soul” or "spirit" does not
continue after death...
1) They are using a passage which utilizes one of the many different meanings of the words
2) And these passages should not cause usto completely throw out other passages which
clearly teach there is something to man that does continue on after death!

In our next study, we will consider more closaly where the spirits of believers go at degth...
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Life After Death
Where Do The Spirits Of Believers Go After Death?

INTRODUCTION

1. Having determined from the Scriptures that man possesses a soul or spirit which continues after
degth, the question now before usisthis. " Where do the spirits of believers go after death?"

2. Inthisleson, | will be examining two different views:
a. Onetha | will cdl the" traditional" view, which isheld by many Christians
b. Another that | will propose asthe " scriptural™ view, which | believe is more in harmony with
what isreveded in the New Testament
[Beginning, then, with...]

|. THE"TRADITIONAL" VIEW EXPLAINED

A. STATED BRIEFLY, THISVIEW TEACHES THE FOLLOWING...
1. Whenwedie..
a.  Our body return to the dust
b. Our spirits go to Hades, the redim of the "unseen”
2. Thisream of departed spirits (i.e., Hades) is divided into three parts...
a. Paradise, the place of rest for the righteous
b. Tartarus, the place of torment for the wicked
c. And aGulf, separating the two
3. During thisinterim period between desth and the resurrection, the righteous...
a. Are sgparated from God and Christ
b. For God and Chrigt are "in heaven", and Paradise isin Hades, not heaven
4. Suchisthe ate of the "disembodied spirits’ until the Resurrection
a. At which timethe spirits of both the wicked and the righteous will be united with their
resurrected bodies
b. At thistimewill occur the Judgment, after which...
1) Therighteouswill spend eternity with God
2) Thewicked will spend eternity in Hell (Grk., gehenna)

B. THE SCRIPTURAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THISVIEW...

1. Isbased heavily upon what weread in Lk 16:16-31
a. l.e, thedory of the rich man and Lazarus
b. Notice especidly verses 22-26

2. Lk 23:43 isds0 offered as support
a. Wherewe read of the account of Jesus and the thief on the cross
b. Both of whom would bein Par adise thet very day following their degths

3. That Paradise wasnot in Heaven where God dwells is based on Jesus wordsin Jn 20:17
a.  Words spoken three days after promising the thief they would both bein Paradise
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b. Yet Jesushad not yet ascended to the Father!
c. Suggedting, therefore, that Par adise was not Heaven (or in Heaven)!
4. Asfurther evidence that Paradiseisnot in Heaven, appeal ismadeto Ac 2:29-35
a. Concerning Chrigt...
1) Hissoul wasnot to beleft in Hades (the redm of the dead, which included
Paradise)
2) But after His resurrection Jesus ascended to the right hand of God (i.e., Heaven)
b. Concerning David...
1) Surdy hewent to Paradise (in Hades) when he died, as did Abraham, Lazarus,
and the thief on the cross
2) But note that Peter said "David did not ascend into the heavens' (Ac 2:34)
a) Suggesting the one could die, bein Hades (Par adise), and yet not bein
Heaven with the Father
b) Jug asChrig implied to Mary in Jn 20:17

[Such isthe "traditional” view as| understand it. Now let's take a closer look...]

II. THE"TRADITIONAL" VIEW EXAMINED

A. THE EVIDENCE FOR THISVIEW ISCONVINCING, TO A POINT...
1. Thisexplanation for what happens after death gppears consstent with the information we
have prior to the ascension of Christ!
2. Butinlight of what isreveded in the Scriptures after Jesus ascenson into heaven...
a.  This"traditiond" view may need some revison
b. But only concerning "the intermediate sate’ of the righteous

B. REASONSTO SUGGEST A REVISION OF THE "TRADITIONAL" VIEW...
1. After Jesus ascended to heaven...
a. Paradise (the resting place of the righteous) is now spoken of as being in heaven!
1) We saw earlier that when Jesus spoke to Mary He had not yet ascended to the
Father (i.e., heaven), though He had been in "Paradise’ prior to His resurrection
2) Note carefully that "Paradisg’ is used synonymoudy with the "third heaven” (i.e,
God's dwelling place) by Paul in 2 Co 12:2,4
3) Whereas Paradise was once distinct from heaven, now it is not!
b. The expectation of the righteous isto be with Christ upon death - Ph 1:23; 2 Co 5:
6-8; 1 Th 5:9-10
c. Thebook of Revelation speaks of the righteous dead being in heaven whilemuchis
dill going on here on earth - Re 6:9-11; 7:9-17
d. The Scriptures speek of Jesus bringing the righteous with Him a His Find Coming
-1Th 3:13: 4:13-14
1) | understand thisto refer to the "spirits' of those who were righteous, and who are
coming to be united with their resurrected bodies - cf. 1 Th 4:16
2) Of course, | suppose Jesus could "pick up” these saints in Hades on Hisway, but in
view of other passages| believe they are dready with Him
2. | have ahard time reconciling...
a. Such passages as these found after Christ's ascension into heaven
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b. With those made before Christ's ascension
--  Unless something has changed

[Therefore, as an dternative to the "traditional” view, | propose amore "scripturd™ view.. |

[1I.THE "SCRIPTURAL" VIEW EXPLAINED

A.

FIRST, EVERYTHING ABOUT THE "TRADITIONAL" VIEW REMAINS THE
SAME FOR THE PERIOD "PRIOR" TO JESUS ASCENSION...
1. All who died went to Hades
a. Thewicked went to torment, awaiting judgment
b. The righteous went to Paradise to await the Judgment
2. Even Jesus, with the thief on the cross, went to Paradise, which was in Hades

BUT NOW, AFTER JESUS ASCENSION, THE "INTERMEDIATE STATE" OF

THE RIGHTEOUS ISDIFFERENT...

1. Paadissisnow in Heaven, not Hades

2. Thehope of therighteousis to spend the "intermediate state” in the presence of the Lord,
awaiting the resurrection and the Judgment

IF THE"INTERMEDIATE STATE" OF THE RIGHTEOUS CHANGED, WHY?
1. That the change did occur appears to be clear
2. The"why" may be speculation on my part, but here is one suggestion...
a. Godishaly, and sn cannot be tolerated in His presence
1) Therighteouswho died before the cross, were forgiven in view of Christ's degth
2) But prior to the death of Chrigt, the true price for sin had not been paid
3) Sountil their spirits were actudly "redeemed from sin by the blood of Chrigt", they
were not permitted in God's presence, and Paradise remained in Hades
b. After the cross, and when He ascended, Jesus offered His blood as the "eterna
redemption price" to God to appease for Sin - cf. He 9:11-15; 23-26
1) With such an offering, the spirits of just men were now "meade perfect” (He 12:23),
and now in a pogition to be with God and Christ in heaven, awaiting the resurrection
and Day of Judgment - cf. Re 6:9-11
2) Thus Paradise (the intermediate place for the righteous) can now be in heaven!
c. Andtherefore the Chrigtian, whose spirit is dso made perfect by the blood of Chrig,
can have the hope to be with Christ and God in heaven, during the "intermediate state”
prior to the bodily resurrection at the Last Day!

CONCLUSION

1.

2.

Agan, thewhy may be purdly speculation, but | do believe there is sufficient evidence to reexamine
aview many have traditiondly held...
a. A view that wastrue prior to the ascension of Chrigt

b.

But one that now fails to adequately explain many statements made after Christ's ascension

Our next study will look more closdly at the condition of the righteous during the "intermediate State’
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Life After Death

Are The Souls Of The Redeemed Conscious?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe previous study, | suggested that the spirits of believers go to be with the Lord during the
"intermediate Sate" between desath and the resurrection
a. Implied was the idea that the souls of the redeemed are conscious during thisinterim
b. But arethey?

2. Inthislesson, we shdl consder the doctrine of "soul-deeping”, and make some observations
concerning it

|. THE DOCTRINE OF "SOUL SLEEPING"

A. THE THEORY...
1. Thesoulsof the departed continue to exist, but are in an unconscious Sate until the
resurrection
2. Thisisnot to be confused with the doctrine held by JW's, who believe thereis no
consciousness until the resurrection because until then thereis no existence at al

B. THE ARGUMENTS...
1. The Scriptures often represent desth asa"deep”

a

ooo

€.

Mt 27:52 - ...bodies of the saints who had "falen adeep'...

Jn 11:11-14 - Jesus says of dead Lazarus, "our friend deeps’

Ac 7:60 - As Stephen is stoned to degth, it issaid "he fell adeep”

1 Co 15:6,18 - Those who were dead are spoken of as "falen adeep”
1 Th 4:13-15 - Brethren who were dead "deep in Jesus'

2. Other passages come very near to saying that the dead have no consciousness

a

b.

C.

Psa 30:9 - The psdmigt asks, "When | go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you?'
Psa 115:17 - The psalmist declares, "The dead do not praise the Lord, nor any who go
down into silence.”

Ecc 9:5,10 - Solomon, in his search for meaning, observes.

1) "...thedead know nothing..."

2) "thereisnowork or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you
aregoing."

Isa 38:18-19 - King Hezekiah says concerning God that " Sheol cannot thank Y ou,
Death cannot praise Y ou, those who go down to the pit cannot hope for Y our truth.”

[Such isthe theory and the arguments presented by those who believein "soul deeping.” At face vaue,
the doctrine appears very convincing. But let'stake acloser look at it...]

I[I. EXAMINING THE DOCTRINE OF "SOUL SLEEPING"
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A. ARGUMENT #1: DEATH ISCALLED "SLEEP" ...
1. Nowhere do the Scriptures say that the soul of the departed one fell adeep
a. It wasthe person who "fdl adeep”
b. Thusit can have reference to the body, not the soul
2. Theterm"degp" can be afigurative reference, and a very appropriate one:
a. Fordespimpliesrest...
1) When one deepsliteraly, thereisrest from one's labor
2) Soitisthat the dead aso "rest from their labors’, cf. Re 14:13
b. For degpimpliesa ceasing of participation...
1) Inliterd deep, one ceasesin the activities pertaining to the sphere in which one has
been busy during the hours of wakefulness
2) Soitiswith the dead, they are no longer active in the world which they |eft
c. Fordeepisgenadly aprdudeto an awakening...
1) Inliterd deep, it isfollowed by an "awakening"
2) Soitiswith death:
a) Though the souls may be conscious during the intermediate Sate...
b) ..a theresurrection there will be the "awakening" of the glorified and
transformed bodies in which to house our souls
3. Perhapsit can aso be said that the term "deep” became a euphemism for deeth because of

the deep-like appearance of the body

B. ARGUMENT #2: PASSAGESWHICH SUGGEST THE DEAD HAVE NO
CONSCIOUSNESSAFTER DEATH...
1. Noticefirst that these passages are in the Old Testament, when revelation of God's truth
was not yet complete
a. The passagesin Psams and Isaiah are the expressions of faith and understanding by
those who knowledge of God's reve ation was incomplete
b. l.e, their concept of "life after deasth" was not as complete and developed as that found
in the New Testament
c. We should be cautious, therefore, againgt developing adoctrine of life after death which
does not take into account what is ultimately reveded when revelation is complete
2. In some cases, the satements are made solely from an earthly perspective
a. Thisisespecidly truein Ecclesastes
b. Wherethethemeis"Life Under The Sun"
c. When onelooks at things purely from an earthly perspective...
1) It does not appear the dead know anything
2) It does not gppear the dead praise God
d. Thus Ecc 9:10 is saying nothing more than that when we die, we are no longer
conscious of thingsin this life

C. FINALLY, THE DOCTRINE OF "SOUL SLEEPING" ISOUT OF HARMONY
WITH PASSAGES THAT CLEARLY TEACH CONSCIOUSNESS OF SOULS
AFTER DEATH...

1. Lk 16:22-26 - Abraham, the rich man, and Lazarus
a. Somebdievethat thisisonly a"parable’
b. Highly unlikdly in my opinion, but even if o, parables usad "true to lifé" experiencesasa
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bass for comparison, not science fiction or fantasy!
Lk 23:43 - How can Paradise be a state of unconsciousness?
Re 6:9-11 - Can souls cry out if they are not conscious?
Re 7:9-17 - Can souls praise God and serve Him if they are not conscious?
Re 20:4-6 - Can souls reign with Chrigt if they are not aware of what is going on?

gk~ own

CONCLUSION

1. Inview of such passages...
a. Describing the condition of souls during the "intermediate”’ Seate
b. Wherethey are very much awake, praisng and serving God, reigning with Christ
--  Thedoctrine of "soul degping” does not hold up

2. We can best harmonize the Scripturesif we view the term sleep in reference to degth as only a
figure of gpeech...
a. Naturally drawn from how the body appears at death
b. Pertaining to our relaionship to this earthly redm
1) Weaeat rest fromlaborsin thislife
2) Weare not aware of what goeson in thislife
3) But one day, there will be an "awakening” (the resurrection), in which we will be rgjoined
with thosewho are il in thislife (of course, they too will be changed)

3. Inthe next sudy, we shdl consder the question: " Shall we know each other in thelife
after death?"

Life After Death
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Life After Death
Shall We Know Each Other There?

INTRODUCTION

1. Our gudiesin "life after death" s0 far have endeavored to show that:

a

b
c
d.
e

Such astudy is profitable

. Desath should be thought of as a pogtive thing for Chrigians
. Thenature of man istwofold: soul and body

The departed spirits of believers go to be with Christ a death

. The souls of the redeemed are in a conscious state during this "intermediate”’ state

2. The question we will focus on in this lesson pertains to the idea of recognition after deeth:

a
b.

|.e., shall we know each other after desth?

For one may agree with dl that has been said so far, yet believe that we shal not know one
another...

1) Either inthe"intermediate”’ Sate

2) Orinthe"find" date

3. But what doesthe Bible reved about this question?

[We begin by observing...]

. SCRIPTURESWHICH SUGGEST RECOGNITION AFTER DEATH

A.

ISAIAH 14:3-4,9-11,16...
1. Thispassage refersto the king of Babylon
2. Who isrecognize by those in Hades upon his death

EZEKIEL 32:17-32...

1. This passage speaks of Pharaoh and hisarmy

2. Whoisrecognized by othersin Hades - 21

3. Who in turn recognizes those of Assyria, Elam, Edom, efc. - 22-31

LUKE 16:19-31...
1. Thisisthefamiliar ory of Lazarus and the rich man
2. Inwhich the rich man recognizes both Lazarus and Abraham - 23-24

1 THESSALONIANS 2:19-20; 2 CORINTHIANS 4:14...
1. Both passages reved Paul's expectation of being with His converts at Christ's coming
2. Recognizing them would be a source of greet joy for Paul

MATTHEW 8:11-12...
1. Reference is made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven
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2. Therecognition of which would increase the joys of those present (and the dismay of those
"cast out into outer darkness')

[To these examples we could add Samuel (who after his desth was recognized by Saul - 1 Sam 28:
3-19), plus M oses and Elijah (recognized on the Mount of Transfiguration - Mt 17:1-5). All dearly
indicating that we will indeed know one another after death!

But what are some objections commonly made about thisview? And how might one answer them?|

II. SOME OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED

A. OBJECTION #1...
1. Stated...
a. Some of these passages spesk of conditions after the resurrection
b. At tha time we will have bodies by which recognition may be possble
c. But that does not prove that "disembodied” soulsin heaven now recognize each other
2. Answered...
a. Mog of these passages are definitely spesking of the "intermediate” Sate
1) Thosereferring to the King of Babylon, Pharaoh and his army
2) Therich man and Lazarus
3) Samud, Elijah, and Moses
b. Angeshave no "bodies’, yet recognize one another - eg., Dan 10:13

B. OBJECTION #2...
1. Stated...
a. If we can actudly recognize one ancther, then we can miss those not there
b. Thiswould cause unhappiness in heaven
2. Answered...
a. What about Jesus?
1) DoesHe not miss many that He sincerely admonished (asin the case of the rich
young ruler - Mk 10:21)?
2) Would one then say that Jesus is unhappy?
b. Perhgpsthe answer to this question liesin the following direction:
1) Tha whenwedie, dl earthly ties that were not in Chrigt (including family ties) will
lose ther meaning!
2) Do not passages like Mt 12:46-50 and Mt 10:37 point in thet direction?
a) Our soiritud family becomes our true family, as it was with Jesus
b) Our love for Jesuswill far surpass the love we have for others
c. Or doesnot God...
1) Who hasthe power to take away desth, sorrow, crying, pain (cf. Re 7:17; 21:4)
2) Also have the power to remove any unpleasant awvareness of loved ones lost while
gill permitting blessed awareness of loved ones saved?

C. OBJECTION #3...
1. Stated...
a. According to Mt 22:23-33, dl earthly tieswill lose ther meaning
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b. Hence, any recognition of those whom we have known on earth would be meaningless
2. Answered...
a. The passage smply teaches that there will be no "marriage’ rdationshipsin the
resurrection
b. Inthissense, we will be like the angdsin heaven
c. Thisdoesnaot say "dl" reationships will be abolished!

CONCLUSION

1. Thereisgood reason, therefore, to believe that we shal know one another &fter thislife
2. And that can serve as a powerful motive...

a. Toliveour lives pleesng in the sght of God

b. To try and take those we love with us by encouraging them to live likewise!

In our next study, we shal take alook at the condition of the wicked during the "intermediate” date...
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Life After Death
What Is The Condition Of The Wicked?

INTRODUCTION

1. Sofarinthisseries, we have concentrated our atention upon...
a. The"intermediate state" of man between death and the resurrection
b. Inparticular, the temporary Sate of the departed righteous

2. Staed briefly, | have tried to show that upon degth the souls of the righteous:
a.  Arein Paradise, which since the ascenson of Christ isin Heaven with Jesus and the Father
b. That they are consciousin this state of "bliss’, and recognize one another

3. A passage which | understand to beautifully describe this ™ inter mediate state” of the righteous
after deathisRe 7:9-17

4. Inthislesson, | wish to address the following question: " What is the condition of the departed
wicked?"

5. Onceagain, we are consdering & thistime only the " inter mediate state”" between desth and the
resurrection

[The Bible reveds severa thing about the condition of the departed spirits of the wicked. For example,

they are...]

I. ALIVE AND CONSCIOUS

A. ASSUGGESTED BY THE STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS...

1
2.

3.

Recordedin Lk 16:19-31

Evenif thisgtory isa"parable” (which | doubt), like dl parablesit is"trueto life", not based
upon fantasy

The reference to "Moses and the prophets’ (31) makesit clear the time frame of the Story is
set whilethe Law of Moses was il in effect, so thisis a description of the "intermediate
Stete'

B. FROM THISACCOUNT, WE LEARN THAT THE WICKED...

1
2.

3.
4.

Do not cease to exist ("helifted up hiseyes and saw™) - 23

Are aware of where they are, and what is going on around them ('l am tormented in this
flame") - 24b

Recognize others ("Father Abraham...send Lazarus...") - 24a

Remember those who have yet to follow them in death (“for | have five brothers’) - 28a

[Not only aive and conscious, but as dready hinted &, they are...]
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[I. INTORMENT

A. ASEMPHASIZED FOUR TIMESIN THE STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND
LAZARUS...
1. "beingintorments' - 23a
2. "l amtormented in thisflame" - 24c
3. "and you are tormented” - 25c
4. "lest they also cometo this place of torment” - 28b

B. ASREVEALED BY PETER...

1. The Lord knows how to "reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment”
-2Pe29

2. According to Robertson's Word Pictures, the Greek word for "under punishment”
(kolazomenous) is a present passive participle; the present tense emphasi zes continuity of
the punishment

3. Note that the wicked are reserved under punishment “for" the day of judgment, so the
punishment is something going on prior to the Judgment itself

[Whereisthis "torment" or punishment taking place? Asreveded in the Scriptures, the wicked dead
are...]

[11.IN HADES

A. THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD "HADES"' ISUNCERTAIN...
1. Either from Idein (seen) with anegative prefix A-, meaning "the unseen, invishle'
2. Orfrom Aianes, meaning "gloomy, gruesome"

B. INTHE SEPTUAGINT VERSION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT...
1. Itisused to trandate the Hebrew word, Sheol
2. Depending upon the context, "shedl” (hades) may mean...
a  Smply an unseen place
1) AsinJonah 2:2
2) Whereit refersto the bdly of the grest fish
b. Thegrave - Gen 42:38; 44:29,31; Job 17:13; Psa 16:10
c. Theream of the dead (but not the tomb), where both good and bad people go upon
death
1) Gen 37:35 - How could Jacob hope to go down "into the grave' to his son (even
though that is how the NKJV trandates "sheol™) when he thought his son had been
egten by animas? This makes me think Jacob had in mind the "realm of the dead",
not the tomb
2) Psa55:15; Pro9:18; Isa 14:9-11 - These passages speak of the wicked

C. INCLASSICAL GREEK...
1. Homer used the word as a proper name for the "god of the underworld"
2. Inother literature, it ood for "the underworld” as the abode of dl the dead
a. Whichwasdivided into two parts (Smilar to Luke 16)
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b. Thesetwo partswere:
1) The"Elysanfidds', the abode of the good
2) "Tataus', the place of punishment for the wicked

D. INTHE NEW TESTAMENT, "HADES' ISFOUND ONLY ELEVEN TIMES...
1. Tentimesitistrandated "hel” or "hades’ (Mt 11:23; 16:18; Lk 10:15; 16:23; Ac 2:27,
31; Rev 1:18; 6:8; 20:13,14), and onceit isthe "grave’ (1 Co 15:55)
2. Somebdievethat "hades' isthe realm of ALL the dead (Smilar to the concept of the
Greeks), and made up of two separate parts...
a. With Paradise (at least prior to the Ascension of Christ) for the righteous
b. And Tartarus for thewicked - cf. 2 Pe 2:4,9
3. Others believe the term "hades' refers only to the place of the wicked
a Thatitisnot dear in Luke 16:22-23 whether Hades was just the abode of therich
man, or aso that of Lazarus and Abraham
b. Andin Ac 2:26-27, 31 we may have a case of synonymous pardldism, with only the
resurrected body of Christ in view ("soul" being used to refer to the body, and "hades'
isreferring to the grave, as "shedl” in the Hebrew sometimes does)
C. But remember the statement of Jacob in Gen 37:35
4. Inany case, "hades' isused at least on severd occasonsin the New Testament...
a. Asthe place of thewicked - Lk 16:23
b. Asaplace where the wicked are in torment - Lk 16:23
c. Asatemporary place, to be thrown into "the lake of fire" after the Judgment - Re 20:
13-14

CONCLUSION

1. Though the Scriptures may not tel us everything we might like to know about the " inter mediate
state", enough is reveded to make the following comparison:
a. Concerning therighteous...
1) With God and Christ
2) In Paradise, which snce the ascension of Chrigt isin Heaven
3) Aliveand conscious
4) Atrestinadate of blessedness
b. Concerning thewicked...
1) Separated from God and Christ
2) InHades
3) Alive and conscious
4) Intorment, reserved under punishment for the day of Judgment

2. Infuture lessonswe shadl consder the " eter nal state”" of man, both of the righteous and the
wicked...
a. But doesthis not suffice to move usto so live as to experience the blessings of the righteous and
to avoid the torment of the wicked?
b. If s0, what are we doing about it?
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Life After Death
What Do We Know About The Lord's Second Coming?

INTRODUCTION

1. Everything we have examined up to this point in this series on "Life After Degth”" has pertained to the
"intermediate state"

2. Though Chrigtians can look forward to experiencing bliss during the "intermediate ate”, there are
even greater blessings for usto look forward to...
a. Theresurrection of the dead, in which our spiritswill obtain glorified and immorta bodies
b. TheDay of Judgment, which for the Christian will be aday of glory and vindication
c. Thenew heavensand new earth, in which God and Christ will dwell with usfor eternity
-- All of these blessngs will be ushered in with the Lord's Second Coming

3. While most professing Chrigtians look for the Lord to return, they often differ greetly over the details

surrounding His "second coming®

a. Thepremillenial view looksfor Christ to come in order to establish aliterd kingdom on the
earth, over which He will reign for a 1000 years

b. Thepostmillenial view understands that Chrigt will & some point begin athousand year reign
from heaven, at the end of which He will come to judge the world

c. Theamillenial view believestha Chrigt has been reigning as "King of kings, and Lord of lords’
ever Snce His ascension to heaven, and that His coming will be to raise the dead, judge the
world, and usher in the "new heavens and new earth”

4. Inthislesson, theamillenial view will be presented, which | believe most accurately teaches what
the Bible reveds about the Second Coming of our Lord

[We begin, therefore, with...]

. THE"CERTAINTY" OF HISCOMING

A. PROCLAIMED BY ANGELSAT HISASCENSION...
1. Cf. Ac 1:9-11, the"two men...in white gppard”
2. Who sad that "This same Jesus, who was taken up from into heaven, will so comein like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

B. PROCLAIMED BY THE APOSTLES...
1. Peter, in his second recorded sermon - Ac 3:19-21
2. Paul, inwriting to...
a  TheCorinthians-1 Co 11:26; 15:22-23
b. The Thessdonians-1Th 1:9-10; 2:19; 3:13
c. Theyoung evangdig, Timothy -2 Ti 4:1
3. Thewriter to the Hebrews - He 9:27-28
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[Just as throughout the Old Testament one finds the recurring theme ™ The M essiah iscoming!”, soin
the New Testament we find not only " He has come!" but dso" Heis coming again!"

To the certainty of His coming, we can add...]

II. THE "MANNER" OF HISCOMING

A. HEWILL COME IN PERSON...
1. "Thissame Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come..." - Ac 1:11
2. "the Lord himsdf will descend from heaven..." -1 Th 4:15-17

B. HEWILL COME "WITH THE CLOUDS"' ...
1. "Thissame Jesus...will so comein like manner as you saw Him go into heaven” - Ac 1:11
(referring to verse 9: "He was taken up, and acloud received Him out of their sght™)
2. "..inthecloudsto meet theLord inthear." -1 Th 4:17
3. "Behold, Heis coming with clouds..." - Re 1.7

C. HEWILL COME WITHOUT WARNING...
1. "..theday of the Lord so comesasathief inthenight.” -1 Th 5:2
2. "For when they say, 'Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes...”" -1 Th 5:3
3. "..theday of the Lord will come asathief inthenight..." -2 Pe 3:10

[Of course, this unexpected coming of the Lord will not surprise the faithful, who serioudy wetch for the
Lord'scoming (cf. 1 Th 5:4-11). With joyful anticipation, they await the persond return of their Savior.

What will happen when the Lord returns? To answer this question we now consder...]

[1I.THE "PURPOSE" OF HISCOMING

A. TORAISE THE DEAD...
1. "..for the hour is coming in which al who arein the graves will hear His voice and come
forth..." - Jn 5:28-29
a. Notethat thereis but one resurrection, incuding both the good and evil, that will
occur & onetime (“the hour")
b. AsPaul sad, "...there will be aresurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”
- Ac24:15
2. Thosewho are dive a the Lord'scoming . . .
a. Will be"changed" in "the twinkling of an ey€', being dothed with immortdity and
incorruption - 1 Co 15:50-54
b. Then"caught up...to meet theLord inthear." -1 Th 4:16-18

B. TODELIVER UP THE KINGDOM TO GOD...
1. Contrary to the view that Jesus has yet to establish His kingdom on earth, He has been
ruling over His kingdom since He first ascended to heaven!
a. Infulfillment of the prophecy that God would raise up the Christ to St on the "throne of

Life After Death 26




Mark A. Copeland

David", Jesus was raised from the dead and made "Lord" - Ac 2:30-36
b. All authority in heaven and earth has been given unto Him - Mt 28:18
1) Heisfar aovedl principdity, power, might, and dominion, with dl things placed
under Hisfeet - Ep 1:20-22
2) Attheright hand of God, angels and authorities and powers are made subject to
Him-1Pe3:22
c. Chrigiansaresadto be"in" Hiskingdom
1) Having been "ddivered...from the power of darkness and trandated into the
kingdom of the Son of Hislove' - Co 1:13
2) They are"in the kingdom...of Jesus Chrig" - Re 1:9
d. Chrig will continue to reign "till He has put dl enemies under Hisfet" - 1 Co 15:25
1) Notethat Hisreign will be concurrent with the fact enemies are il present
2) Asprophesed by the Psdmigt: "Rulein the midst of Y our enemied” - Psa 110:1-2
e. ThusChristisNOW "the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of
Lords' -1 Ti 6:15; cf. Re 19:16
f.  And Hewill reign "till He has put dl enemies under Hisfeet" - 1 Co 15:25
1) Thelast enemy that will be destroyed is degth itsdlf - cf. 1 Co 15:26
2) Which we have seen will be destroyed at the coming of the Lord when He will raise
the dead - 1 Co 15:51-54
2. Sowhen Jesus comes, it will not beto "set up* His kingdom, but to "deliver up” His
kingdom!
a. AsPaul clearly told the Corinthians- 1 Co 15:23-26
b. Astaught by Jesusin His Parable of the Tares
1) Hiskingdom will lagt until “the end of this age"
2) After which "the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father”
(i.e, the heavenly kingdom) - cf. Mt 13:36-43

[As suggested by the Parable of the Tares, ddivering up the kingdom to the Father requires some
"weeding". Thisleads usto consder another purpose of our Lord's coming...]

C. TOJUDGE THE WORLD AND PUNISH EVIL...
1. God has gppointed "aday" in which He will judge the world - 2 Pe 3.7
a. Theone gppointed to be the Judge is Jesus Christ - Ac 17:31; 2 Co 5:10
b. The standard by which He will judge will be the words He has spoken - Jn 12:48
2. Itwill beaday of perdition (utter destruction) of ungodly men -2 Pe 3.7
a.  Thosewho know not God and have not obeyed the gospd will be punished with
"everlagting destruction” -2 Th 1:7-10
b. Thosewhose names are not in the "Book of Life" will be cast into the "lake of fire" - Re
20:11-15
3. More about the "judgment” will be consdered in afuturelesson . . .

D. TOUSHER IN THE "NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH" ...
1. Astaught by Peter - 2 Pe 3:10-14
a. Thiswill follow the "passing away" of the present heavens and earth (10-12)
b. Itisinfulfillment of God's promise (13; cf. | sa 65:17-19; 66:22-23)
C. ltissomething we areto "look for" (13-14)
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d. Itwill bearedm where righteousness dwells, therefore the need for usto be found "in

peace, without spot and blameless’ when Christ returns (13-14)
2. Astaught by John - Re 21:1-22:5

a. ltwill follow after thefirst heaven and first earth have "passed away™ (1, cf. 20:11)

b. It will be the place where the "New Jerusdem” will abide when it "comes down out of
heaven" (2; cf. 3:10c; 21:10)

c. God will dwell with usin this"New Jerusdem” that has "'come down out of heaven”
(3-27; 22:1-5)

CONCLUSION

1. The"purpose’ of Jesus second coming can be summed up by His statement in Re 22:12...

" And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward iswith Me, to give to every
one according to hiswork."

2. Tha Jesus has not yet comeis only an indication of God's long-suffering (2 Pe 3:8-9), but rest
assured that "day™ will one day come!

3. Insucceeding lessons, | intend to examine more closay severd of the subjects mentioned in this
lesson

4. Inthe meantime, what should be our atitude be toward the coming of our Lord?
a. Oneof prayerful preparation - Lk 21:34-36; 2 Pe 3:14
b. Oneof joyful expectation - Ph 3:20-21
c. Oneof patient endurance - He 10:35-39
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Life After Death
What Do We Know About The Resurrection?

INTRODUCTION

1. Asnoted in the previous study, the "Second Coming” of our Lord will usher in aseries of wonderful
events...
a. Theresurrection of the dead
b. Ddiverance of the kingdom to the Father
c. Theday of judgment
d. The new heavens and new earth

2. Inthisstudy, we shdl concentrate our atention to just one of these events. the resurrection of the
dead
a.  Aswith many other things pertaining to "life after death”, there can be agreet ded of speculation
about the resurrection
b. But what can we know about the resurrection?
c. l.e,what hasbeen clearly reveded in the Scriptures about this subject, that can give the
Chrigtian assurance and hope for the future?

[First of dl, we can know...]

|. THE"FACT" OF THE RESURRECTION

A. JESUSTAUGHT THERE WILL BE A RESURRECTION...
1. A timeiscoming in which both those good and evil will come forth from the grave - Jn 5:
28-29
2. Jesus assures those who believe in Him will be raised at "the last day" - Jn 6:39-40,44,54

B. HISAPOSTLESPROCLAIMED A RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD...
1. Peter and John "preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead - Ac 4:1-2
2. Inhis defenses before the Sanhedrin and Felix, Paul confessed his hope in the resurrection
- Ac 23:6; 24:15
3. Tothechurch at Corinth, Paul asserted the necessity of the resurrection - 1 Co 15:12-23
4. Tothe church at Thessaonica, he taught the doctrine of the resurrection as a source of
comfort - 1 Th 4:16-18

[Unless one questions the authority of Christ and His gpostles, the "fact” of the resurrectionis
undeniable. But how can such athing happen? It helps to remember...]

II. THE"AGENT" OF THE RESURRECTION

A. CHRIST ATTRIBUTED IT TO THE POWER OF GOD...
1. AsHereminded the Sadducees, who denied the resurrection - Mt 22: 29
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2. And of course, "with God nothing will beimpossble’ - cf. Lk 1:37
B. PAUL ALSO EMPHASIZED THE POWER OF GOD...

1. The same power that raised Jesus from the dead - 1 Co 6:14
2. Hewho can raise Jesus from the dead can certainly rasse usup a thelast day - 2 Co 4:14

[While it may be difficult for us to comprehend "how" the dead can be raised, it is not difficult for God
todoit (unless"your" God istoo smal)! Another question to be addressed concerning the resurrection
pertainsto "who" will beraised. Therefore we note...]

[II.THE "UNIVERSALITY" OF THE RESURRECTI|ON

A. ASTAUGHT BY JESUS...
1. "ALL who arein the graveswill...comeforth” - Jn 5:28
2. Both "those who have done good" and "those who have done evil” - - Jn 5:29
a. Oneto experience a "resurrection of life"
b. Theother a"resurrection of condemnation”

B. PAUL TAUGHT ALL WOULD BE RAISED...
1. "both of the just and the unjust™ - Ac 24:15
2. "for asin Adam dl die, even 30 in Chrig dl shdl be made dive' - 1 Co 15:21-22

[While there may be a difference in the nature of the resurrected bodies experienced (see later under the
comments on "the body of the resurrection™), in some way EVERY ONE will be raised from the deed!
What about the timing of the resurrection?]

IV.THE"TIME" OF THE RESURRECTION

A. AT THE"LAST DAY", WHEN THE LORD COMESAGAIN...
1. Jesus spoke again and again of raising the deed at "the last day” - Jn 6:39-40,44,54
2. Paul wrote of it occurring when Jesus comes again, to ddiver the kingdom to the Father,
having destroyed the last enemy, degath itsdlf - 1 Co 15:22-26
3. Helater saysthat it will occur at "the last trumpet” - 1 Co 15:52

B. WHAT ABOUT THE DOCTRINE OF SEPARATE RESURRECTIONS...?
1. The premillennidists (and others) teach that there will be more than just one resurrection
a. E.g, dl premillennidigts teech at least two resurrections.
1) Theresurrection of believers at the beginning of the millennium
2) Theresurrection of unbelievers a the end of the millennium
b. Digpensaiona premillennidists add even two more:
1) Theresurrection of tribulation saints at the end of the seven-year tribulation
2) Theresurrection of millennid saints & the end of the millennium
2. Thereare severd reasons why the doctrine of severd resurrectionsis found wanting...
a. TheBible presents the resurrection of believers and unbelievers as occurring together
- Dan 12:2; Jn 5:28-29; Ac 24:14-15; Re 20:11-15
b. The Bibleteachesthat believerswill be raised at "the last day”, not severd times (and
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therefore severd days, years, or millennium) before "the last day™! - Jn 6:39-40,44,54
c. Passages offered in support of severd resurrections do not necessarily teach what
premillennidists say they do
1) E.g, 1Th 4:13-16 concernsitsaf with the resurrection of the righteous, but that
does not demand that the wicked are not being raised at the sametime
2) E.g., Re 20:4-6 describes aresurrection of "souls', not bodies, and the reigning
with Chrigt islikely to be occurring in heaven, not on earth - cf. Re 2:26-27; 3:21

[One more subject to be considered in this study, and that pertainsto...]

V. THE"BODY" OF THE RESURRECTION

A. THE RESURRECTION BODY OF THE RIGHTEOUS...

1.

2.

Will be our physica bodies, but glorioudy changed and different! - 1 Co 15:35-55

a. By the power of God (cf. Mt 22:29), our physicd bodieswill serve asthe "kernd"
from which comes incorruptible and immorta bodiesin which to house our souls- 1 Co
15:35-37

b. Our physica bodies...
1) Sownin corruption, will beraised in incorruption! - 1 Co 15:42
2) Sownin dishonor, will beraisedinglory! -1 Co 15:43a
3) Sowninweakness, will beraised in power! - 1 Co 15:43b
4) Sown as natural bodies, will be raised as spiritua bodied! - 1 Co 15:44-49

c. BEventhosewho are dive a Chrig's coming will undergo this"change’, in which that
which is corruptible and morta will "put on™ incorruption and immortdity - 1 Co 15:
50-55

Will be conformed to the glorious body of our Lord! - Ph 3:20-21

a. That whichis"lowly" will be transformed to be like that which "glorious'

b. How? "...according to the working by which He is able even to subdue al thingsto
Himsdf" - i.e., by the power of God!

B. THE RESURRECTION BODY OF THE WICKED...

1.
2.

Very littleis actudly reveded, other than the wicked will indeed be raised from the dead

Though the Scriptures only gpply the terms "incorruption” and "immortdity” to the

resurrection bodies of the righteous, most interpreters hold that the resurrection body of the

wicked...

a. Isnot subject again to death

b. Iscapable of experiencing eternd suffering

There are some, however, who understand that the "second death” will be literd...

a. |l.e, after the resurrection and judgment, the wicked will "di€" again (a separation of
resurrected "body" and spirit)

b. Not that the wicked will be annihilated, but that they will spend eternity as " disembodied
soirits’ in the lake of fire

c. Thisisnot to be confused with those who don't believe in aresurrection of the wicked,
or who believe the wicked will be annihilated

Sincethe Bible isreatively slent on this subject perhaps”...the best course seemsto be

amply leave the problem where it was |eft by the writers of the New Testament.” (Ray
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Summers, The Life Beyond, p. 93)

CONCLUSION

1. Thereis probably much more about the resurrection that we would like to know

2. But certainly enough is reveded to motivate those who desire whatever God has prepared to love
and obey Him!

Are you making it your aim to be ready for whatever God has prepared...?

So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:

" Death is swallowed up in victory."
" O Death, whereisyour sting? O Hades, whereisyour victory?"

The sting of death issin, and the strength of sin isthe law. But thanks be to
God, who gives usthe victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor isnot in vain in the Lord. - 1 Co
15:54-58
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Life After Death
What Do We Know About The Judgment?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inhissermon a the Areopagus (Mar's Hill) in Athens, Paul concluded with a reference to the day of
judgment - Ac 17:31

2. Whilein one sense people are judged in this present life by the response they make to Jesus Christ
(cf. In 3:18), the Bible clearly spesks of aday in which God will judge the world

[The focus of this study will be to ascertain from the Scriptures what we can know about the Final
Judgment. Beginning with...]

|. THE"NECESSITY" OF THE JUDGMENT

A. WHY HAVE A JUDGMENT...?
1. Fromthe gtory of therich man and Lazarus, it is gpparent that one's "destiny” is determined
by the time of one€'s death - cf. Lk 16:22-23
2. If the"destiny” of each person is determined by the time of his or her degth, why the need
for aday of judgment at the end of time?

B. THE PURPOSE OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT...
1. Bear in mind that thereis adifference between a"human trid" and the "Divine trid" of which
we speaK...
a A "humantrid"” isprimarily aprocess of investigation, in which the judge and jury are
trying to learn the truth
b. The"Divinetrid" is presded by an omniscient Judge with perfect knowledge, so the
purpose of thisjudgment isone of publication and execution of the sentence - cf.
2 Co 5:10 ("that each one may receive...)
2. Another purposeisto glorify God for His grace, and to vindicate God for His justice!
a. Why isit that some snners are lost, and other Snners are saved?
b. How can God be just in condemning lost persons who never heard the gospel ?
c. At thejudgment, those currently ignorant of the answers to such questions...
1) Will be made aware and come to see that God has been both just and gracious in
His efforts throughout the history of mankind
2) Those condemned will cometo fully redize they can blame no one but themsdlves!

[So it will beatimein which al will be made known, and the sentences executed. Exactly when will this
occur?]

II. THE"TIME" OF THE JUDGMENT

A. SOME BELIEVE IN A SERIES OF SEPARATE JUDGMENTS...
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Dispensationd premillennidigts, for example, believe there will be...

a. A judgment of the believer's works at the time of the "rapture’

b. A judgment of individud Gentilesjust before the millennium

C. A judgment of Israel just before the millennium

d. A judgment of the wicked dead after the millennium

But just aswe saw in the previous lesson concerning the resurrection, the same may be said
about the judgment

a. Therewill be but one bodily resurrection, and thet at the "last day™

b. Sotherewill bejust one "day of judgment".

B. THE FINAL JUDGMENT WILL OCCUR...

1.

2.
3.

At the end of the present age, a which time the "heavens and earth” will be no more
-2Pe3:7,10-14; cf. Re 20:11-12; 21:1

At theend of "thisage", as Jesus taught in His parable of the tares- Mt 13:36-43

At the coming of Jesus " in that Day" , who will give rest to His disciples and vengeance
to unbelievers-2Th 1:7-10

[We turn next to consder...]

[II.THE "CIRCUMSTANCES' OF THE JUDGMENT

A. WHO WILL BE THE JUDGE...?

1.

The New Testament clearly revedstha Christ will be the Judge

a. Ascdcamed by Jesus Himsdf - Jn 5:22,26-27

b. Asproclamed by Paul in Athens-Ac 17:31

c. And aswritten by Paul to the church at Corinth -2 Co 5:10

In some way not fully reveded, even the saints (i.e, Christians) will have a part in the
judgment - 1 Co 6:2-3

B. WHO WILL BE JUDGED...?

1.
2.
3.

Angels will be judged, asisclear from 1 Co 6:2-3; 2 Pe 2:4; Jude 6
All humans will be judged, as evident from passages like Ro 2:4-6; 3:6; Re 20:12-13
Even Chrigtians will bejudged - 2 Co 5:10; Ro 14:10; cf. 1 Pe 4:17; 1 Jn 4:17

C. WHAT WILL BE JUDGED...?

1.

Awbd

All deeds done during this present life- 2 Co 5:10

All words spoken in thislife- Mt 12:36-37

Even our thoughts! - 1 Co 4:5

Indeed, there is nothing "hidden” that will not then be "known" - cf. 1 Ti 5:24-25

D. WHAT WILL BE THE STANDARD WHEREBY MEN WILL BE JUDGED...?

1.

2.

Jesus said, "the word that | have spoken will judge himin the last day" - Jn 12:48
a. AsHewill bethe Judge, so0 it will be by Hiswords that we will be judged!

b. l.e,itwill bethewords of the New Testament

And that standard is a strict one!

a. Onesn makesone guilty of dl! - cf. Ja 2:10
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b. Andit declaresthat dl aresnnerd - cf. Ro 3:23

E. WHAT HOPE ISTHERE TO SURVIVE THE JUDGMENT...?
1. Theonly hope one can have is made clear in the judgment scene of Re 20:11-15
2. Tha hope pertainsto having ones name "written in the Book of life"
a. lItiscdledthe"Lamb'sBook of Life' in Re 21:27
b. Those Chrigians who persevere have their namesin this Book of Life-Re 3.5
3. Indeed, only those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb are in the "Book of
Life", but only if they persevere to the end!

CONCLUSION

1. Contemplating the redity and circumstances of the coming Day of Judgment ought to cause every
person to humbly consider their relationship to God and His Son Jesus Christ

2. Thereisno way we can hope to "pass the test” based upon ignorance, or on good works...
a.  God now commands al men everywhere to repent - cf. Ac 17:30-31
b. But only by the mercy of God can we be saved, and that "through the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Spirit" - cf. Ti 3:4-7
c. Only by being judtified by His blood, shdl we be saved from the wrath of God to come - cf. Ro
5:8-9

3. For those who will regpond to the saving gospd of Jesus Chrig, they can have thelr namesin the
Lamb's Book of Life, and not fear the day of judgment!

ISYOUR NAME WRITTEN THERE?
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Life After Death
The Eternal Destiny Of The Redeemed

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswergpidly near the end of this series, we have consdered what the Bible says abolt...
a Theintermediate state, i.e., the condition of man between death and the resurrection
b. The second coming of Chrigt
c. Theresurrection of the dead
d. Theday of judgment

2. Now we shdl begin to examine what the Bible reveals about the final state of man...
a. What isthe eterna destiny of the redeemed?
b. What isthe eternd destiny of the wicked?

[With thislesson we shdl look first @ " The Eternal Destiny Of The Redeemed” .. ]

|. THE"HOPE" OF THE REDEEMED

A. WONDERFUL PROMISESARE GIVEN BY CHRIST AND HISAPOSTLES...

1.

3.

4.

Jesus speaks of the righteous as being in "the kingdom of their Father”, and inheriting "the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world"
a. Inexplaning "The Parable of the Tares' - Mt 13:43
b. Indescribing the judgment scenein Mt 25:31-34
c. Compare this with statements by His apostles...
1) Paul spesks of the "heavenly kingdom" -2 Ti 4:18
2) Peter spesks of the "everlagting kingdom” - 2 Pe 1:10-11
Jesus speaks of the redeemed being with Him
a. In"The Paradble of the Tdents' ("Enter into the joy of your lord") - Mt 25:21
b. Inpraying to the Father in Jn 17:24 (cf. dso Jn 14:1-3)
c. Paul dso dludesto this continued felowship with the Lord - 1 Th 4:17-18
Indeed, such promises are comforting for the Chrigtian, for they spesk of unhindered and
uninterrupted fellowship with our Lord!
Isthis not our ultimate hope? To be with the Lord for eternity?

B. BUT WHERE WILL WE EXPERIENCE THIS"HOPE"...?

1.

2.

In other words...

a. Wherewill thisfdlowship with the Lord be experienced?

b. Wherewill the"abode’ of the righteous be?

Will the "abode" of the redeemed...

a. Beheaven itsdf?

b. Orisit something now "reserved” for usin heaven, but when experienced it will actualy
be somewhere else?
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[Previoudy | have suggested that when Christians die they will spend the inter mediate state in heaven.
While most Chrigtians automaticaly assume they will spend the eter nal state in heaven, it gppearsthe
Biblica evidence concerning the eter nal abode may state otherwise! Consder carefully, then, aswe
examine what the Bible says aboui...]

II. THE"ETERNAL ABODE" OF THE RIGHTEOUS

A. TWO PASSAGESOFTEN QUOTED TO SAY THAT IT WILL BE HEAVEN...
1. ThefirgisCo 1:5
a. Which spesks "the hope which islaid up for you in heaven™
b. Note carefully: thisverse does not say that our hope is heaven, but rather that our hope
is"lad up for you in heaven”
c. Whether our hope, when experienced, will be in heaven, cannot be determined with
certainty inthisverse
d. Only that for now, heaven iswhere our hope is stored
2. Thesecondis1 Pe1:3-4
a. This passage speaks of our hope and inheritance, "reserved in heaven for you'
b. Agan: thisdoesnot say that our hope (or inheritance) is heaven, but rather that it is
"reserved in heaven'
c. Asbefore, we cannot determine from the passage aone whether our hope and
inheritance, when redlized, will bein heaven itself
d. Only that for now our hope and inheritance are presently secured in heaven

B. THE"ETERNAL ABODE" ASDESCRIBED IN HEBREWS...

1. Frg, we find the author spesking of having "a better and enduring possession for yourselves
in heaven" - He 10:34
a. Here the same point can be made as before
b. l.e, a the present, our "possesson” isin heaven; but when we recaiveit, will it bein

heaven then?

2. Indescribing the hope of Abraham and the faithful, the author spesks of acity (or dwelling
place)...
a. "...thecity which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" - He 11:10
b. "..for He has prepared acity for them" - He 11:13-16

3. Spesking of himsdlf and hisfdlow Chridians, the author writes: "For here we have no
continuing city, but we seek the oneto come' - He 13:14

4. Here, then, isone way of speaking of the hope of the righteous, asit reates to their eterna
abode:
a Itisacity, whose builder and maker is God
b. Itisaheavenly city, inthe sense of its nature
C. This"enduring possession” ispresently "prepared...laid up...reserved” for usin heaven!

5. But we have yet to answer the question: "Where will this city (abode) of the righteous
actudly be when they experienceit?"

C. THE"ETERNAL ABODE" ASDESCRIBED BY PETER...
1. After describing the "day of the Lord" in which the present universe will be dissolved, Peter
gpeeks of looking for "new heavens and anew earth” - 2 Pe 3:7-13
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N

For Peter, thisiswhat "we" (himsdlf and dl Chrigtians) should be looking for!

3. Some quedtions:

a. Isthe"new heavens and anew earth” just afigurative reference to heaven, or isit
something different from heaven?

b. How do we reconcile looking for the "new heavens and anew earth" (Peter), and
looking for "the city whose builder is God" (Hebrews)?

-- Theanswer to these questionsis found as we now ook ...

D. THE"ETERNAL ABODE" ASDESCRIBED BY JOHN...

1. After describing the judgment scene (Re 20:11-15), John says that he saw:
a. "anew heaven and anew earth” - Re 21:1 (cf. Peter)
b. "theholy City, New Jerusdem” - Re 21: 2 (cf. Hebrews)
-- Inthisway, John brings together both the "hope"’ of the author of Hebrews and the

apostle Peter!

2. But whereisthis"city" a thispoint? Note carefully how three timesin Revedtion, it is
dated that the city isnot in heaven a thistime...
a. "..the New Jerusdem, which comes down out of heaven from my God." - Re 3:12
b. "..theholy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God" - Re 21:2
c. "..thegreat city, the holy Jerusdem, descending out of heaven from God" - Re 21:10

3. Rather than being in heaven (the present dwelling place of God), this "eterna abode"” is
described as being in "the new heavens and anew earth™!
a. A redm wherethereisthe absence of desth, sorrow, and pain - Re 21:4
b. A redm inwhich thereis complete fdlowship with God and Chrig - Re 21.: 3,22-27
c. A placeof perpetud life and good hedth - Re 22:1-2
d. A place where God's servants both serve and reign! - Re 22:3-5

E. TO SUMMARIZE AND PERHAPS CLARIFY...
1. Theredeemed have awonderful hope concerning their "eterna destiny™
2. It pertansto acity", built by God and presently reserved for usin heaven...
a. However, when experienced, this "city” (abode) will not bein heaven
b. But having come down out of heaven, it will be in the "new heavens and new earth”
(i.e, atotaly new order of things)
3. Thisisnot to say that we will not be with God and Chridt...
a. For as one consders the experience of the righteous as described in Re 21-22, we see
that we will be with God and Christ forever!
b. To be exact, however...
1) Itisnot that we will be with God and Christ in heaven...
2) But that They will be with usin the "new heavens and new earth!
c. Congder...
1) "Behold the tabernacle of God iswith men, and He will dwdl with them...and
God Himsdf will bewith them" - Re 21:3
a) Notethat in each phrase the direction is one in which God iswith us, He dwells
with usin this"city" which comes down out of heaven
b) Contrary to theideathat we arein heaven with God!
2) "..thethrone of God and of the Lamb shdl beinit" - Re 22:3
a) Inthe"eernd gate’, the throneisin this"holy city” which comes down out of
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heaven
b) Wheresas earlier in the Revelaion, the throne of God wasin heaven - Re 4:2;
7:9-17
1) Thislatter passage | take to describe the "intermediate State”
2) Itisduring thisinterim that the righteous are with God in heaven
3) "Butl saw notemple init, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb areits
temple” - Re 21:22
a) John saw no templein this"haly city”
b) Whereas he saw the temple of God in heaven when describing the "intermediate
date" - cf. Re 7:15
d. Agan, theindication isthat God will dwell with usfor eternity in this"new heavens and
new earth” (in the "New Jerusdlem”), not that we will be with Him in heaven

CONCLUSION

1.

4,

Admittedly, in abook like Reveation we are deding with very symbolic language, and we must be
careful not to strain a point too far...

But the terminology used by John...
a. Isthesame asthat used by Peter and the author of Hebrews
b. Asthey wrote plainly of our "hope’ (i.e, "city", "new heavens and new earth")

And these terms are used consstently in such away as to make a clear distinction between...

a. What is currently the dwelling place of God (i.e., in heaven)

b. Andwhere God will spend eternity with the redeemed (i.e,, in the "holy city" that comes down
out of heaveninto the"new heavens and new earth”)

Should we not be careful to make the same distinction?

Do we, " according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells" (2 Pe 3:13)? If s0, then be sure to heed the admonition of Peter...

"Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by
Him in peace, without spot and blameless; and account that the longsuffering
of our Lord issalvation..." - 2 Pe 3:14-15a

And remember the words of John:

" Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to
thetree of life, and may enter through the gatesinto the city." - Re 22:14
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Life After Death
The Eternal Destiny Of The Wicked

INTRODUCTION

1. Wenow cometo thefind lessonin this series.
a. Inwhich we will examine the last thing any Christian would ever want to consider
b. l.e,"theeternal destiny of the wicked"

2. Y, if weareto fathfully proclam "the whole counsd of God", it is necessary to spesk of...
a. Therighteousindignation of God
b. Theplacethat is prepared for those who regject the gospel of God's grace

3. Aswe begin, condder this quotation by Ray Summersin his book, "The Life Beyond"...

"We would do well to remember that we are dealing with termsin an attempt
to describe a condition that almost defies description.”

[Firgt of dl, then, consider what we know about...]

. THE"ABODE" OF THE WICKED

A. WE KNOW THEY WILL BE "SEPARATED FROM GOD" ...
1. Jesus spoke of such separation on severa occasions
a. InHissarmon on the mount - Mt 7:21-23
b. In describing the judgment scene - Mt 25:41-46

c. These passages describe separation from the blessings and fellowship of the Lord's

presence

2. Other passages speak of smilar separation...
a. No inheritance in the kingdom of God for some - Ep 5:5

b. Shut out of the "eterna city” where there are blessings and felowship with God - Re

21:27; 22:15

B. THE ETERNAL DWELLING PLACE ISCALLED "HELL" ...
1. The Greek word is "geennd’ { gheh'-en-nah}
a. It represents the Hebrew word "Ge-Hinnom"

b. B.W. Johnson comments "The term Gehenna arose from the valey of Hinnom, south
of Jerusdem, where the Canaanites burned human sacrifices to Moloch. After the return
of the Jews from the Captivity they made it a place of defilement, where the refuse of
the city was thrown and burned. The name was applied to the place of future
punishment by the Jews. The word is often used in the New Testament, and dways
denotes a place of future punishment.”

2. Jesus used the term to describe the final place of punishment...

a InHissermon on the mount - Mt 5:21-22,29-30
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When sending His gpodtles on the "limited”" commission - Mt 10:28
In warning againgt persona stumbling blocks- Mt 18:8-9
Perhgps the most vivid use of thistermisin Mk 9:43-48
--  Jesus evidently used this word which spoke to His contemporaries the horror and
abomination of the eternd destiny awaiting the wicked
3. Thisplace cdled "hdl" was origindly prepared for the devil and hisangds (Mt 25:41), but
will serve as the place of punishment for the wicked as wdll

oo o

C. THEETERNAL DWELLING PLACE ISCALLED "THE LAKE OF FIRE" ...
1. Wherethe "beast" and "fase prophet” of Revelation are thrown - Re 19:20
2. Where the devil (Satan) himsdlf will one day be cast - Re 20:10
3. Thesameissad for "death" and "Hades', and al whose names are not written in "the
Lamb's book of life" - Re 20:14-15
4. Thefuture resdents of thisplace are dso described in Re 21:8

[Such isthe place that God has prepared for the eternd destiny of the wicked! To appreciate further
the horror of this place, consider...]

II. THE"EXPERIENCE" OF THE WICKED

A. WE HAVE SEEN THAT THE IDEA OF "SEPARATION" ISINVOLVED...
1. What such separation from God can be like, no onein thislife can redly know
a. For everyonein thislife experiences a degree of God's presence - cf. Ac 17:28
b. E.g.,thephyscd blessngs of the sun, rain, eic. are al manifestations of God's presence
inour lives- cf. Mt 5:45
2. Perhaps those who drift farthest awvay from God in thislife have an "inkling" of what it must
belike...
a. Thoseinthislife who drift away from God ultimately experience "despair”
b. Even as Jesus experienced a sense of being "forsaken”, when He suffered that
momentary separation from God while bearing the sins of the world on the cross - cf.
Mt 27:46; Ps22:1
3. If we have ever experienced separation from aloved one, perhaps we can begin to
undergtland what eternd separation from God must be like

B. ATERM USED TO DESCRIBE THE EXPERIENCE IS" DEATH" ...
1. Thewagesof Snisdeath - Ro 6:23
2. InRe2:11; 20:14; it is cdled the "second death”, so we know that the experience of the
wicked isnot Smply physica death (which isthe "first desth”)
3. Sincephysca death isa"separation” of body and spirit, it is naturd to conclude that the
second degth is a " separation” of one's soul from His God!

C. THE ETERNAL DESTINY ISDESCRIBED AS"DESTRUCTION" ...
1. Aneverlading "destruction” from the presence of the Lord -2 Th 1.9
2. "whose end is dedtruction” - Ph 3:19
3. Theideaof destruction...
a. Doesnot require the idea of "annihilation”
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b. It canjud aseasly describe the condition of exiding in agate of "totd ruin”
--  The next description confirms that "annihilaion” is not under consderation...

D. ITISALSO DESCRIBED AS"EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT" ...
1. Punishment for thewicked is as "everlaging” asthelife given the righteous - Mt 25:46
2. Thewicked will be "punished” with everlagting destruction from the presence of the Lord
-2Th 19

E. ITISFURTHER SPOKEN OF IN TERMSOF "OUTER DARKNESS'...
1. Asinthe punishment of the unfaithful servant - Mt 25:30
2. And the punishment reserved for fase teachers- 2 Pe 2:17; Ju 13

F. OTHER TERMSINCLUDE "WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH" ...
1. Jesusused these expressions severa times- Mt 25:30; 24:51; 22:13
2. When such terms are used, it is difficult to accept any view that suggests the wicked will
amply ceaseto exist a desth, or raised for judgment and then annihilated!

G. FINALLY,IT ISDESCRIBED IN TERMSOF "FIRE" ...
1. The"fire' of Gehenna
2. The"lakedf fire'
3. Afirethat is never quenched - Mk 9:43-48
4. A fireof indignation which "devours' (but does not destroy out of existence) - He 10: 26-27

CONCLUSION

1. To some degree we must take terms that describe the destiny of the wicked as figurative
a. How could you have darkness where there is fire?
b. How could you have worms where there isfire?

2. But they are terms anyone can relate to, which describe...
a.  Something we cannot possibly comprehend with our finite minds
b. A place of punishment reserved for those who "do not know God, and...who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Chrigt" -2 Th 1:8-9

3. Itisnaturd to revolt againg any ideasuch as"hell”...
a. Unfortunately, many have revolted by trying to deny the redity of hdll, and sought to offer some
other destiny of the wicked beyond thislife
b. But one cannot define away "hell” without belittling...
1) Either theterriblenessof Sn
2) Or the holiness and justice of God

A much better way to react to the truth concerning hell isto accept God's saving grace offered
through His Son Jesus Christ, who died on the cross to save us from hell!
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Life After Death
For Your Further Study

For amuch more indepth study of the issues rdating to life after desth, | recommend the books listed
below. While | do not necessarily agree with every conclusion drawn by the authors, they certainly
provide food for thought...

¢+ TheBible& The Future (Anthony A. Hoekema, Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1989)

¢+ TheBible On The Life Hereafter (William Hendriksen, Baker Book House,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1995, 224 pages)
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