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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ
Developing A Christ- Like Char acter

INTRODUCTION

1. The second epistle of Peter is cartainly a poignant letter...
a.  Written with an awvareness that his desth was imminent - 2 Pe 1:14
b. Warning that false teachers would seek to lead them astray - 2 Pe 2:1-2
c. With ahope that they would be mindful of the commandments given to them by the aposties of
Jesus Chrigt -2 Pe 3:1-2

2. Thefind command this aged gpostle leaves hisreadersisachargeto " grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" - cf. 2 Pe 3:18
a. What doesit mean to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt?
b. How can we be sure that we are growing in this "knowledge'?

3. With thislesson, we begin a series entitled " Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Chrigt” ...
a. Toddinewha Peter had in mind when he gave us hisfind charge
b. To encourage growth and development in this "knowledge' of Jesus

[We are not |eft to wonder what Peter had in mind, for in 2 Pe 1:5-8 we learn...]

. WHAT IT MEANSTO GROW IN THE KNOWL EDGE OF JESUS

A. THE DEVELOPMENT OF EIGHT GRACES...
1. Thee"graces' aeligedin 2 Pe 1:5-7
2. Briefly defined...
Faith is"conviction, strong assurance”
Virtue is"mord excelence, goodness'
Knowledge is "correct ingght”
Sdf-control is"sdf-discipline’
Per sever ance is "bearing up under trids’
Godlinessis"godly character out of devotion to God"
Brotherly kindnessis"love toward brethren”
h. Love is"active goodwill toward others'
3. Now note carefully 2 Pe 1:8
a. Wemug "abound" in these eight graces
b. Only then can it be said that we are "growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt"
4. Itismorethan smply increasing our "intellectud" knowledge of Jesud
a.  Such knowledge has aplace, but it isjust one of the graces necessary
b. Peteristaking about growing in afuller and persond knowledge of Jesus Chrigt!
1) Which comes by developing the " Chrigt-like" atributes listed in this passage
2) The morewe grow in these "graces', the more we redly "know" Jesus (for Heisthe
perfect personification of these "graces')

@ ~p 0o
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That it involves more than intellectual knowledge is dso evident from the Greek word used

or knowledgein 2 Pe 1:2-3,8

a. Thewordisepignoss { ep-ig-no-sis}, meaning "to become thoroughly acquainted
with, to know thoroughly, to know accuratdly, know well" (Thayer)

b. Such knowledge comes only as we demondtrate these "Chrigt-like graces' in our lives

B. IN CONJUNCTION WITH EACH OTHER...

1.

2.

3.

Notice theword " add" (or "supply") in 2 Pe 1.5
a. Before each grace mentioned, the word isimplied
b. Theword in Greek is epichor egeo { ep-ee-khor-ayg-eh'-o}
1) "Origindly, to found and support a chorus, to lead a choir, to keegp in tune’
2) "Then, to supply or provide"
c. Thisword suggests the idea of "each grace working in harmony with the othersto
produce an overal effect”
Notice also the preposition " to" (or "in") in 2 Pe 1:5-7
a. Thisimplies"each grace is to temper and make perfect the grace that goes before it”
b. Toilludrate this point:
1) "to knowledge (add) self-control” - the grace of saf-control enables oneto
apply properly the knowledge one has
2) "to self-control (add) perseverance” - sdlf-control in turn needs the quality of
perseverance to be consistent day after day
Therefore each grace is necessary!
a. They mus dl be developed in conjunction with each other
b. We cannot be sdective and just pick the ones we like and leave others behind

C. WITH ALL DILIGENCE...

1.

gk own

Notice the repeated use of the word "diligence” - 2 Pe 15,10

It means "earnestness, zed, sometimes with haste”

To grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ requires much effort

We do not "accidentaly” or "naturdly” develop these graced

If we are not careful, we may be like the teacher in the following illustration:

In hisbook Folk Psalms of Faith, Ray Stedman tellsa story of a woman who had
been a school teacher for 25 years. When she heard about a job that would mean a
promotion, she applied for the position. However, someone who had been teaching
for only oneyear was hired ingead. Shewent to the principal and asked why. The
principal responded, " I'm sorry, but you haven't had 25 year s of experience asyou
claim; you've had only one year's experience 25 times." During that wholetime
theteacher had not improved.

We may have been Chrigtians for anumber of years; but unless...

a. We"add" to our faith these Chrig-like quaities with dl "diligence”

b. Weare amply repesting the first year over and over again!

[Isthe effort worth it? In the context of this passage (2 Pe 1:2-11) Peter provides five reasons why we
should "give dl diligence’ to grow in this knowledge of Jesus Chrid...]

II. REASONSTO GROW IN THE KNOWL EDGE OF JESUS

Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ 4



Mark A. Copeland

A. GRACE AND PEACE ARE MULTIPLIED...

1. Grace and peace are common forms of greeting in the New Testament
a. Grace - agreeting which requests God's unmerited favor upon the person addressed
b. Peace - agreeting requesting the natural result of God's favor

2. Note that these two blessings are "multiplied” in the knowledge of Jesus Christ - 2 Pe 1:2
a.  All men experience God's favor and its result to some degree - cf. Mt 5:45
b. But only in Christ can one enjoy the "fulness’ of God's favor and peace - Ep 1:3; Ph 4:

6-7

-- If you desire God's grace and peace to be " multiplied” in your life, it isthrough the

knowledge (epignosis) of Jesus Christ; i.e., asyou become morelike Him!

B. ALL THINGSPERTAINING TO LIFE AND GODLINESS PROVIDED...

1. Wenotethat God provides dl things pertaining to life and godliness through the knowledge
(epignoss) of Him who cdled usto glory and virtue-2 Pe 1:3
a. Lifeinthiscontext refersto our spiritud life and well-being
b. Godliness refers to the pious conduct which comes out of devotion to God

2. Only aswe grow in this knowledge do we enjoy the true, full life available by God's divine
power!
a. Which includes "exceedingly great and precious promises' -2 Pe 1:4a
b. Which enables us to be "partakers of the divine nature’ - 2 Pe 1:4b
c.  Which can free us from the "corruption thet isin the world through lust” - 2 Pe 1:4c

-- If wededreto haveall that God offersrelated to life and godliness, it comesaswe
develop the Chrigt-like character!

C. SPIRITUAL "MYOPIA" AND "AMNESIA" AVOIDED...

1. Ourreigionisshortsightedif we are not growing in the knowledge of Jesud - 2 Pe 1:9a
a. For what isthe ultimate objective of being a Chrigtian?
b. Isit not to become like Chrigt?- cf. dso Ro 8:29; Co 3:9-11
c. Aswe have seen, thisiswhat it realy meansto grow in the knowledge of Christ

2. Falureto so grow indicates we have for gotten why we were redeemed by the blood of
Chrigtinthefirst placel - 2 Pe 1:9b
a. Tohaveour gnsforgiven, yes...
b. But aso to become what He wants us to be - like His Son!

--  Unlesswe want to be guilty of forgetfulness and shortsightedness, we need to grow
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ!

D. WEWILL NEVER STUMBLE...

1. Peter says"if you do these things you will never sumble’ - 2 Pe 1:10
a. If you are diligent to make your caling and eection sure
b. If you add to your fath virtue, tc.
c. If you abound in these eight graces

2. Thisdoes not mean we will never sin-cf. 1 Jn 1:8,10
a. Theword "sumble’ in Greek means "to fdl into misery, become wretched; cf. the loss

of savation” (Thayer)
b. Wewill never sumble so asto fal short of our ultimate salvation!
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-- But thisassuranceistrueonly if weare" giving all diligence" togrow in the
knowledge of Christ and thereby " making our calling and election sure€"

AN ABUNDANT ENTRANCE INTO THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM....
1. This"everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrig” -2 Pe 1:11
a. Isthe"heavenly kingdom" referred to by Paul in 2 Ti 4:18
b. Inother words, the ultimate destiny of the redeemed!
2. Wha is meant by the idea of an "abundant entrance"?
a "You may be ableto enter, not as having escaped from a shipwreck, or from fire, but as
it wereintriumph.” (Bengd)
b. By possessng the eight graces, we will be ableto live victorioudy in thislife and to
joyoudy anticipate what liesahead - cf. 2 Ti 4:6-8

CONCLUSION

1. Arethese not sufficient reasons to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ?

2. For through such knowledge...

a

b
C.
d.
e. An abundant entrance into the everlagting kingdom will be ourd

Grace and peace are multiplied

. All things pertaining to life and godliness are provided

Spiritud myopia and amnesia are avoided
Wewill never sumble

3. Because such knowledge requires...

a

b.
b.

The development of eight graces
In conjunction with each other
With dl diligence

.| trust you will agree that a careful study of these eight "graces’ which lead to " Developing A
Chrigt-Like Character” isworth the effort!
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ
Building On Faith

INTRODUCTION

1. Intheintroductory lesson, we noted that growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt...
a. Involvesthe development of eight Chrigt-like graces
b. Deveoped in conjunction with each other
c. Requiring dl diligence
-- Thereby creating an octave of spiritual harmony best exemplified in the person of
Jesus Christ

2. We observed five reasons why we ought to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Chridt...

Grace and peace are multiplied

All things pertaining to spiritud life and godliness are provided

Spiritual myopia and annesia are avoided

Wewill never sumble

An abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord

-- Certainly sufficient reasonsto spur development of a Chrigt-like character in
our selves!

P oo oW

3. Inthisstudy, we shdl take a closer look at the first of these eight graces. faith...
a. Thefoundation of our spiritua development
b. Upon which all other graces are to be "added"

[Deveoping a Chrigt-like character is therefore built upon faith. But one might ask: "What is
faith?"...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF FAITH

A. THE GREEK WORD ISPISTIS...
1. Thedefinition given by Greek scholars:
a. "afirm persuason, a conviction based upon hearing” (Vine)
b. "conviction of the truth of anything, beief" (Thayer)
2. Used primarily intwo waysinthe NT:
a.  Subjectively (thefaith we have)
1) Suchasour fathin God
a) "theconviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of dl things, the
provider and bestower of eternd sdvation through Chrigt” (Thayer)
b) UsadthiswayinHe 11:6
2) Suchasour fathin Chrigt
a) "theconviction that Jesusis the Messiah, through whom we obtain eterna
sdvation in the kingdom of God" (Thayer)
b) Usadthisway in Ga 2:16
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b. Objectively (the object of our faith)
1) "the substance of Chrigtian faith or what is believed by Chrigians’ (Thayer)
2) Usadthisway in Ju 3
-- Wearefocusing on subjectivefaith (the faith we have) in this study

B. ASDESCRIBED IN THE BOOK OF HEBREWS...
1. Fathis"the substance of things hoped for" - He 11:1a
a. The NASB reads "the assurance of things hoped for"
b. TheNIV reads"being sure of what we hope for"
c. Fathisbeng confident that God will give uswhat is promised, and for which we hope
- cf. Abraham'sfaith, He 11:8
2. Fathis"the evidence of things not seen” - He 11:1b
a. The NASB reads "the conviction of things not seen’”
b. TheNIV reads"certain of what we do not see"
c. Fathishaving trust or confidence in things unseen by the human eye - again cf.
Abraham'sfaith - He 11:9-10
-- Faith isthereforethat confidence or trust in God and Christ, regarding things
promised or things not seen

C. FAITHISNOT CREDULITY...

1. Credulity inthe sense of "blind faith", trusting for no good reason

2. Many have this misconception of faith
a. That fathisbdieving in something without evidence
b. Asoneperson sad, "You just have to have faith”, rather than provide reasons for such

fath

3. Ye weshdl seelater that faith...
a. ..whiletruding in things not seen, with a conviction regarding things hoped for
b. ..isatrust and confidence based upon strong evidence!

[With this understanding of faith, one might dso ask: " Isfaith really that important?’ Yes
Congder how faith is demanded of us...]

II. THE DEMAND OF FAITH

A. ITISTHE FOUNDATION FOR A RELATIONSHIPWITH GOD...

1. Without faith, it isimpossible to please God
a Wemud bdievethat Heis-He 11:6
b. God has no pleasure in those lacking in faith - He 10:35-39

2. Fathisthe underlying dement in our salvation and service to God
a. Thekey tha unlocks the way to sdvation - Jn 1:12
b. The motivating force behind our life of service - Ga 2:20

--  Without faith, we can't even get started in our reationship with God!

B. ITISTHE CATALYST FOR POWER FROM GOD...
1. Thereispower available to those who believe - Ep 1:18-20
2. ltispower beyond our imagination - Ep 3:20-21
Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ 8
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a. Power that enables usto overcome - 1 Jn 5:4-5
b. Power that we should be careful about limiting -2 Ti 3:1-5
--  Growth requires power from God, and faith isrequired for such power!

[Can we gppreciate why Peter garts with "faith” in defining it what it means to grow in the knowledge of
Jesus Chrigt? It isthe very foundation upon which to build a close reaionship with God and Chridt!
But hereis another question: " How can we have faith?" ...]

[Il.THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAITH

A. DEVELOPING OUR FAITH...
1. Remember, faith isnot credulity (blind faith with no evidence)
a. Ingtead, faith is based upon the Word of God - Ro 10:17
b. TheWord of God provides evidence to produce faith - cf. Jn 20:30-31
c. Beddesthetestimony regarding the miracles of Jesus, other evidencesinclude:
1) Fulfilled prophecy concerning nations and the Messiah
2) The stientific foreknowledge of the Bible
3) Thehigh mord standard it contains
4) The continuity of the Bible despite it various sources
--  Whilewe may "wak by faith, and not by sght” (2 Co 5:7), itisnot truly a"blind faith”
2. Sincefaith (i.e, trut, confidence) comes through the Word of God...
a  Wemug bediligent in reading the Bible
b. Only then will our faith become stronger
-- Do we appreciate the value of the Word of God in producing the faith that
pleases Him?

B. MAINTAINING OUR FAITH...

1. Wemus guard againg the sin of unbelief - cf. He 3:12-14
a.  Many people losether faith, especidly when young
b. Fathismaintained through congtant reading or hearing of the Word

2. We can ds0 maintain faith through Paul's threefold directive- 1 Ti 6:9-12
a. Flee materialism - undue concern for things of thisworld undermine our faith
b. Pursuefaith - thiswe can do by feeding on God's word
c. Fight thegood fight of faith - the best defense is a good offense; be active in

propagating the faith - cf. Ju 3

-- Thenation of Israd lost it'sfaith in the wilderness, arewein danger of losing our

faith during our sojourn?

[Findly, athought or two about how faith in God manifests itsdf today...]

IV.THE DISPLAY OF FAITH

A. THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL ...
1. Thegospe of Christ requires obedience
a. Jesusisthe author of eterna sdvation to those who obey Him - He 5:9
b. The gospel Paul preached leads to obedience - Ro 1:5; 16:25-26
Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ 9
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c. Feaful consequences come to those who do not obey it-2 Th 1.7-9
2. How does one obey the gospel? By obeying the commands of the gospd:
a. The command to believein Jesus- Mk 16:15-16
b. The command to repent of sins- Ac 2:38; 17:30
c. The command to confess Jesus- Mt 10:32; Ro 10:9,10
d. The command to be baptized for the remission of Sns- Ac 2:38; 22:16
-- Haveyou displayed faith by " obeying from the heart" the doctrine presented in the
gospel of Christ? - cf. Ro6:17

B. THROUGH LIVING FOR JESUS...

1. TrudinginHiswords
a Seeking firg the kingdom of God and His righteousness - Mt 6:33
b. Doingwhat Hesays- Lk 6:46
c. Obsarving dl that He commanded - Mt 28:20

2. Trudingin Hispromises
a. That Heis preparing aplace for us- Jn 14:1-2
b. That Hewill return one day for us-Jn 14:3

-- Areyou setting an example of one who walks by faith in Jesus, and not just by what
they can see with their eyes, or accomplish on their own strength?

CONCLUSION

1. Fathisasdmple concept, but a crucia one...
a. Itissmply trusing in God and Jesus
b. Regarding things not seen yet hoped for

2. Without faith, itisimpossbleto...
a. Please God, for we must believe He exigts, rewarding those who diligently seek Him
b. Grow in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt, for it is the bass upon which growth is built

May we allow the evidences of God's Word to produce a faith that trusts and obeys a wonderful
Savior, who in turn provides "exceedingly great and precious promises’ aswe grow in our knowledge
of Him!
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

Striving For Excellence

INTRODUCTION

1. Growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ requires developing a Chrigt-like character...
a. Involving eight graces in conjunction with eech other - 2 Pe 1:5-8
b. Involving dl diligence to aound in these eight graces - 2 Pe 1:5,8

2. We saw that this"spiritua congtruction project” beginswith faith...
a. For without faith it isimpossible to please God - He 11:6
b. For fath isthe catdyst making it possble to grow - cf. Mk 9:23b

3. But developing a Chrigt-like character does not occur by "faith only"...
a. Tofathwemus add virtue
b. Theword"add" (epichoregeo) indicating that these two must work together

[So upon the foundation of faith, to grow in the knowledge of Jesus requires that we add the qudity of
virtue...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF VIRTUE

A. RARELY USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT...

1. Paul usssitonce "..if thereisany virtue' - Ph 4:8

2. Peter usesit four times:
a. "..proclam the praises (virtue) of Him" - 1 Pe 2:9
b. "..who caled usby glory and virtue' -2 Pe 1:3
c. Twiceinourtext-2Pel:5

3. It has been varioudy trandated in our text as.
a. "goodness' (NIV)
b. "mord excdlence' (NASB)

4. It has been varioudy explained as
a "excdlence' (Wydiffe)
b. "manly excdlence' (JFB)
c. "courage, fortitude, vigor, energy” (Clarke, Barnes)

B. THE GREEK WORD ISARETE...
1. A.T.Robetson saysthat it isan "old word for any preeminence (mord, intellectud,
military)
2. The Greeks used the word:
a. To describe "any mentd excellence or mora quality or physica power” (Robertson)
b. To represent aconcept of "excellence’ in dl phases of life, to which they strove to attain
(menta, mord, physicd)
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C. MY UNDERSTANDING OF "VIRTUE" ...
1. It hasthe connotation of excellence, striving for mora perfection
2. The connection of virtue with fath:
a. Webeginwith faith (confidence and trust in God and Christ)
b. Wemus add the qudity of virtue (the desire to excd and be strong in our faith)

[Virtueisthe qudity of sriving for excellence in our faith-based relationship with God and Jesus Chridt.
That such aqudity is necessary to grow in the knowledge of Jesus should be evident...]

II. THE DEMAND OF VIRTUE

A. SPIRITUAL LIFE DEMANDSVIRTUE...
1. Without virtue, faith soon dies
a. Fath without worksisadead faith - cf. Ja 2:26
b. Whenfathisjoined by virtue (a desire for excdlencein our service to God)...
1) Our fath will be adynamic faith
2) For workswill certainly follow onewho is"striving for excellence”
2. Without virtue, we cannot grow
a.  Growing in the knowledge of Jesus requires.
1) "giving dl diligence’ - 2 Pe 1:5,10
2) That we"abound" inthese graces-2 Pe 1:8
b. Whenfathisjoined by virtue (striving for excdlence)...
1) Diligent effort will be made
2) Abounding in these graces will be the god of our faith

B. DISCIPLESHIP DEMANDSVIRTUE...
1. Chrig taught His disciplesto strive for excellence - Mt 5:48
a. Hedied to makeit possble- He 10:12-14
b. Heedablished offices (functions) in His church to ensureit - Ep 4:11-13
2. Paul consdered excdlence in disciples the objective of hisminigry - cf. Co 1:28-29
a. Hetherefore encouraged the Corinthiansto thisend-2 Co 7:1
b. Hetold Timothy that this was the design of Scripture-2 Ti 3:16-17

[How can we hope to grow as disciples, to truly come to know our Savior and Lord, unless we add to
our fath the qudity of virtue? Without astrong desire for excellence, epecidly in our relaionship with
Chrigt, our faith will be wesk and possibly die atogether! So let's consider...]

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF VIRTUE

A. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WORD...

1. The purpose or design of the Word isto make us perfect - 2 Ti 3:16-17

2. Give oursdlvesto reading and meditating upon it, and ...
a  Wedhdl belike agrong fruitful tree- Psa 1:1-3
b. We shdl grow in wisdom and understanding - Psa 119:97-99

3. We aretherefore encouraged to meditate upon that which contains virtue (as surdly the
Word does!) - Ph 4:8
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B. THE VALUE OF AN APOSTOLIC EXAMPLE...
1. We are dso encouraged to emulate Paul - Ph 4:9

2.

He described and displayed his own gtriving for excellence - Ph 3:12-14
a. Never congder yoursdf as having reeched it - Ph 3:12a
1) Don't remain stisfied with the spiritua condition you arein
2) Admit that you dways have room to grow
b. Forget what liesbehind - Ph 3:13a
1) Don't rest on your "laurds’ (past accomplishments)
2) Don't dlow past "mistakes’ to prevent future progress
c. Reach forward to what lies ahead - Ph 3:13b
1) Look ahead with optimism
2) Keep your eye on the prize that awaits - cf. 2 Ti 4:8,18
d. Presson- Ph 3:12b,14
1) Never giveup
2) Belikethe runner in an endurancerace - cf. He 12:1-2

[Deveop this"mindset” (cf. Ph 3:15), and we will have developed the "arete” (virtue) our faith needsto
grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ! Findly, athought or two aboui...]

IV.THE DEMONSTRATION OF VIRTUE

A. IN OUR PERSONAL LIVES..

1.
2.

Does our daily wak with God suggest we are gtriving for excellence?

Arewe seeking to excd in our relationship with God?

a. By reading HisWord daily (lisening to Him)?

b. By praying without ceasing (taking to Him)?

Are we seeking to excd in our service to God?

a. Deermining and developing our taents?

b. Usng those ahilitiesin service to God and others?

If we have added virtueto our personal walk of faith, our progresswill be evident
toothers-1Ti 4:13-16

B. INOUR BIBLE STUDIESAND ASSEMBLIES...

1.
2.

Does our involvement in the services of the church suggest we are riving for excdlence?
Do we utilize opportunities to increase our faith?

a. By attending the Bible studies offered by the church?

b. By preparing for them, and being an active contributor to the sudies?

Do we exercise opportunities to encourage others?

a. By dtending the assemblies of the church?

b. By participating in the services, exhorting others before and after?

If we have added virtue to our public walk of faith, we will be an example worthy of
othersto emulate - Ph 3:17

CONCLUSION
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1. The Chrigtian who adds virtue to their faith does not remain gatic...
a. Heor shewill not be content with their current levd of faith and service
b. LikePaul, they will desreto presson
-- For they arestriving for excellence!

2. When a Chrigtian adds virtue to therr faith...
a. They aemorelikey to add other quditiesto their faith
b. Such asknowledge, sdf-contral, etc.
-- For they arestriving for excellence!

To grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Chrit, then, let us seek to add to our faith the quality of
virtue!
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

Increasing |n Knowledge

INTRODUCTION

1. Weve seen that growing in the knowledge of Jesusis aprocess..
a. That beginswith the foundation of faith (trust, conviction)
b. Towhichwe add the dement of virtue (driving for excellence)

2. Tofath and virtue we are told to add knowledge (2 Pe 1:5), which makes sense...
a. Wha good isit to have conviction (faith) and the desire to excd (virtue)?
b. Unlesswe know where to focus our faith and channd our virtue?

[ Therefore knowledge is an essentiad eement in growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt. While that
may sound redundant, there is a subtle difference in two words trandated knowledge in our text. So
let'sfirst review...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF KNOWLEDGE

A. THE KNOWLEDGE (EPIGNOSS) OF JESUS CHRIST...
1. Asnoted in aprevious study, Peter uses the word "epignods' in the phrase "the knowledge
of Jesus Chrigt" - cf. 2 Pe 1:2,3,8
2. Theword epignosis { ep-ig-no-sis} means "to become thoroughly acquainted with, to
know thoroughly, to know accurately, know well" (Thayer)
--  Such knowledge comes only aswe demonstrate all eight of the " Christ-like
graces' in our lives

B. KNOWLEDGE (GNOSIS) ISJUST ONE ELEMENT...
1. Peter usestheword "gnosis’ when he tells us to add knowledge to virtue- 2 Pe 1.5
2. Theword gnosis {gno-9s} means "a seeking to know, an inquiry, investigation” (Vine)
3. Thisword conveysthe norma idea of knowledge "awareness through study and
experience’ (Wydliffe)
--  Thisknowledge pertainsto under standing the will of God and the way of salvation
through Jesus Christ - cf. Lk 1:77; Ph 3:8

[So we are add to our faith and virtue that knowledge (gnosis) or information necessary to truly know
(epignosis) Jesus Chrigt. Theimportance of knowledge is seen further as we consider...]

II. THE DEMAND OF KNOWL EDGE

A. GOD DEMANDSHISPEOPLE TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE...
1. Heexpected it of Isradl - cf. Deu 6:6-9
2. Heforetold that it would be a characteristic of the New Covenant - cf. Jer 31:31-34
-- TobepleasingtotheLord, we must have a knowledge of Hiswill - Co 1:9-10
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B. GOD ISDISPLEASED WITH LACK OF KNOWLEDGE...
1. lsrael was destroyed because of their lack of knowledge - Hos 4:1,6; 6:4-6
2. Jesuswill come in judgment against those who do not know God -2 Th 1:8-9
--  Without knowledge, all the sincerity and zeal in theworld isin vain! - Ro 10:1-3

[Since aknowledge of God and Hiswill is so important, how does "add" knowledge...?]

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF KNOWLEDGE

A. THE SOURCE FOR KNOWLEDGE...
1. Jesusisthe ultimate source of true knowledge - cf. Co 2:1-3
a. Which makesthe New Testament essentia
b. For it contains the only reliable source of information concerning His teachings while on
earth and later through His gpostles
2. TheOT isdso the source of knowledge - cf. 2 Ti 3:14-17
a.  Not only for information about Christ and His sdvation
b. But dso for that which makes the man of God complete
--  Theknowledge which we areto add to our faith and virtueisfound only in the
pages of God'sWord!

B. THE SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE...

1. Inour dedreto obtain knowledge, certain attitudes are necessary:
a. A heart that longs and searches for knowledge - Pro 2:3-6; cf. 1 Pe 2:2
b. A mind that vaues knowledge more highly than gold - Pro 8:10-11
c. A loveforingruction-Pro 12:1

2. A person with these atitudes will:
a. Makedally Biblereading apriority in their lifel
b. Utilize every opportunity to study the Word of God done, and with otherd!
c. Not take such opportunities for granted

-- Do wedemonstrate that acquiring knowledge of God'sWord isa priority?

[If oneisdiligent in their study of God's Word, their progress will be evident (cf. 1 Ti 4:15-16). Of
course, the reverseisjust astrue (sadly). Finally, perhaps a caution or two aboit...]

V. THE DANGER OF KNOWL EDGE

A. KNOWLEDGE CAN MAKE ONE ARROGANT...

1. Knowledge hasthe potentid to produce arrogance - cf. 1 Co 8:1-2
a It can"puff up" rather than "build up” (edify)
b. "Alittlelearning is adangerousthing." - Pope

2. For thisreason we must temper knowledge with love and meekness
a. Loveedifies, and does not puff itsdf up- cf. 1 Co 8:1; 13:4
b. Wha knowledge or wisdom we bdlieve we have, should manifest itsalf in a spirit

of meekness - cf. Ja 3:13,17
-- Thereisnovirtuein knowledgeif it leadsto arrogance!
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B. KNOWLEDGE CAN DESTROY A BROTHER...
1. Knowledge can be destructive when misused - ¢f. 1 Co 8:4-11
a. When we despise thelack of knowledgein others
b. When we run roughshod over the weak conscience of others
2. Such abuse of knowledge producessinin our lives- cf. 1 Co 8:12-13
a  Wecan actudly sn againg Chrid!
b. Thereforelove must properly restrain our use of knowledge - eg., Ro 14:14-21
-- Likeasharp knife, knowledge can be danger ous used impr operly!

CONCLUSION

1. With the proper application of knowledge, however...
a. We can build up our faith, asfaith comes from God's Word
b. We provide direction in which to channd our gtriving for excellence

2. Arewe growing in knowledge...?
a. If not, we are setting oursalves up for destruction ("My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge...")
b. If we are, then we are on theright track ("...you will never sumble")

To our faith and virtue, therefore, let us be sure to add knowledge, thet we might truly grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ!
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

Controlling The Self

INTRODUCTION

1. Aspeople seek to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Pe 1:5-8)...

a. They begin with the foundation of faith:
1) A strong conviction and trust
2) In both God and Jesus Christ

b. Towhichthey add the qudity of virtue:
1) A desrefor excdlence
2) Striving to become dl that Jesus desires of them

c. All thewhileincreasing in knowledge:
1) Ganing awareness and understanding through study and experience
2) Especidly regarding the will of God and the way of salvation

2. Asknowledge increases, they are to add self-control (temperance, KJV); which makes sense...
a. What goodisit to grow in knowledge of good and evil...
b. ...if we do not have the ability to make proper use of such knowledge?

[But what exactly is saf-control, and how do we add it to our lives? Let's take a closer |ook...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF SELF-CONTROL

A. THE GREEK WORD ISENKRATEIA...

1.
2.

From the word kr atos, meaning "srength”

As defined by various scholars:

a. "oneholding himsdf in" (Robertson)

b. "the virtue of one who masters his desires and passion, especidly his sensual appetites’
(Thayer)

c. "Wherethisvirtue subsgs (abides), temptation can have little influence’ (MacKnight)

B. ASFOUND IN THE NT...

1.

2.
3.
4.

Ac 24:25 - "the word follows 'righteousness, which represents God's claims, self-control
being man's response thereto” (Vine)

Gab5:23 - itisan dement of that fruit born by one who iswaking by the Spirit

Ti 1:8 - required of one who would serve as an elder

2 Pe 1:6 - "it follows 'knowledge, suggesting that what is learned requires to be put into
practice’ (Vine)

[Sdf-contral istherefore the discipline of one's self so asto livein harmony with the knowledge of
right and wrong that one has. The importance of sdlf-control is seen as we consider...]

II. THE DEMAND FOR SELF-CONTROL
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A. REQUIRED TO BE CHRIST'SDISCIPLE...
1. Denid of sdf necessary to follow Jesus- Lk 9:23
2. Itisanimportant eement of what God's grace teachesus - Ti 2:11-12
--  Onecannot be adisciple of Jesuswithout exer cisng self-control!

B. REQUIRED TO PREVENT APOSTASY ...
1. Paul redlized the need to keep his body under control - 1 Co 9:27
2. Peter's condemnation of false teachers included their becoming endaved again to the
corruption that isin theworld - cf. 2 Pe 2:19-20
-- Just asan athlete must exer cise self-control to win the race, so we must have
self-control if we desireto obtain an imperishable crown - cf. 1 Co 9:24-25

['Y et most would agree that controlling the saif is easer said than done. Let'stake alook at both the
problem and the solution regarding...]

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF SELF-CONTROL

A. THE PROBLEM OF SELF-CONTROL...
1. Thechdlenge of contralling the self is seen throughout the scriptures
a. Itiseader to capture acity than to contral the spirit! - Pro 16:32
b. Thetongueisjust one example of how hard sdf-control can be - Ja 1:26; 3:2-10
2. Thischdlengeisfaced by dl men
a. By those outsde of Chrigt (illustrated in Paul's own life)
1) Hisdilemmaas onewho tried to follow the Law of Moses- Ro 7:14
a) Hedoesthat which he knowsiswrong - Ro 7:15-17
b) Hefalsto do that which he knowsisright - Ro 7:18-19
2) Hewasimprisoned by his own body! - Ro 7:22-24
a) Hecouldn't control sdf
b) Sdf contralled him!
b. Evenfor thosein Chrigt
1) Thebattlerageson
a) Thereisaconflict between the Spirit and our flesh - Ga 5:16-17
b) Thereisawar that wages between the flesh and the soul - 1 Pe 2:11
2) Yetthereishope
a) Hopein Chrig, asPaul intimates - Ro 7:24-25
b) We are no longer indebted to live after the flesh - Ro 8:12
¢) Thosein Chrig have crucified the flesh - Ga 5:24
-- Theproblem isreal, yet the solution comesaswe" crucify” theflesh

B. THE SOLUTION FOR SELF-CONTROL...
1. It beginsin baptism
a. Inbaptism, our body of Sinis put to death as we are buried into the death of Christ
- R06:3-6
b. Aswe rise from baptism, we are now freeto live for God - Ro 6:7,12-13

c. Not that we are no longer tempted, but are free from the dominion (rule) of sin - cf. Ro
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6:14

d. Notethe contrast between one outside of Christ, and onein Christ:
1) Outsde of Chrigt - cf. Ro 7:23-24
2) InChrigt - cf. R0 8:12; 6:14

-- In baptism we are set free from the dominion of sin; the battle may not be over,
but now it can be won!

2. |t continues as we are led by the Spirit

a. Without the Spirit's help, we will die spiritudly - Ro 8:12-13

b. Waking in the Spirit, we will not succumb to the lugt of the flesh - Ga 5:16-18

c. How doesthe Spirit lead us?
1) When we set our mind on the things of the Spirit - cf. Ro 8:5
2) The"things of the Spirit" include thet truth He was sent to reved - Jn 16:13

--  Thedegreeto which we set our minds on what the Spirit hasrevealed (i.e, the
Word of God), to that degree we are led by the Spirit!

3. It continues as we are empowered by the Spirit

a. We can do whatever God willswith Hishdlp - Ph 4:13; 2:12-13

b. The Spirit is His agent by which He empowersus - cf. Ep 3:16,21

c. How does the Spirit empower us?
1) Certainly the Word helps, asit isthe sword of the Spirit - cf. Ep 6:17
2) Prayer dso, as Paul prayed for the Ephesians - cf. Ep 3:16

-- What isimportant isnot how the Spirit empowers, but that He does, and that we
seek Hisstrength through the Word and prayer!

[By crucifying the flesh through our union with Chrigt in baptism, and then Spirit led and Spirit
empowered, saf-control will be anaturd fruit born by the Chrigtian, Ga 5:22-23). Findly, some
thoughtsin regardsto...]

IV.THE DISPLAY OF SELF-CONTROL

A. THE PROPER EXERCISE OF SELF-CONTROL...
1. Weareto bring the body under subjection - cf. 1 Co 9:27
2. Weareto deny ourselves ungodliness and worldly lusts- cf. Ti 2:11-12; 2 Ti 2:22
3. Wearenot to bein bondage to anything, even that which lawful - cf. 1 Co 6:12
4. We should be willing to deny sdf in service to others
a. Denying onéspride- cf. Ph 2:3-4
b. Denying onéesliberty to help thewesk - cf. 1 Co 8:9-13; Ro 14:14-21
-- Controlling the self means not only the body, but also the ego!

B. THE IMPROPER EXERCISE OF SELF-CONTROL...

1. Paul warned againgt the wrong kind of sdf-control - Co 2:20-23
a. Redrictions based upon human traditions
b. Limitaionsthat neglect the body
--  Such might appear wise, but really don't limit the indulgence of the flesh

2. Paul foretold that thiswould be asign of agenerd gpostasy - 1 Ti 4:1-5
a.  Not dlowing mariage
b. Not eating certain mests
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--  Such might appear spiritual, but iscontrary to the truth

CONCLUSION

1. Controlling the self isanaura component to growing in the knowledge of Jesus...
a. Asfathwithout worksis dead, so faith without self-control is meaningless
b. Striving for excdlence (virtue) is not possible without the discipline of sdf-control
c. Increasng in knowledge is nothing but an academic exercise, unless we are able to apply that
knowledge by exercisng sdf-control

2. Aswe seek to develop sdlf-control inour lives.
a.  Remember the promise of our baptism (anew life free from sin's dominion!)
b. Wadk after the Spirit (by setting your mind on the things of the Spirit)
c. Beempowered by the Spirit through the Word of God and prayer

3. Becareful to properly channe what self-control is devel oped...
a. Not to follow human traditions, nor to seek the praise of men
b. But to humbly pursue godliness, and serve our fellow man

In thisway we develop that Chrigt-like character, coming to truly know Him who through self-control
offered Himsdf in service to His Father and for snners.
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

Bearing Up Under Trials

INTRODUCTION

1. We have observed that growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt...

a

b
C.
d

Beginswith the foundation of faith (conviction and trust)

. Towhich we add the qudlity of virtue (driving for excellence)

Manifested by increasing in knowledge (regarding God's will)

. Towhich we add the grace of self-control (mastering one's desires and passions)

2. Inour text (2 Pe 1:5-8), we note that to self-control we are to add per sever ance...

a

b.

The KJV rendersit patience (as does the NKJV in many places)
The RSV hasthe word steadfastness

[What comes to mind when you hear these words? How does this relate to self-control? Are you
adding perseverance to your life asa Christian? Let's begin our sudy with...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF PERSEVERANCE

A. THE GREEK WORD ISHUPOMONE...

1. Literdly, "an abiding under”

2. Strong defines the word as "a cheerful (or hopeful) endurance”

3. Itimplies suffering, enduring, or waiting, as a determination of the will and not Smply under
necessity (ISBE)

B. MORE THAN JUST A PASSIVE VIRTUE...

1. Inthepassive sensg, it would be like a ship anchored in a storm
a.  Under attack by the wind and waves
b. Yet remaining secured to that one spot by the anchor
-- Thisisgood asfar asit goes, but the word implies more!
2. Intheactive sensg, it islike aship saling despite the sorm
a.  Under attack by the same wind and waves
b. But pressing on to its destination despite the obstacles
-- Itinvolves more than just a™grin and bear it" attitude!
3. Adam Clarke describesit as "bearing dl trids and difficulties with an even mind, enduring in
al, and persevering through al”
a. Exemplified by Jesus- cf. He 12:1-2
b. Alsoby Paul - cf. 2 Ti 3:10-11

[Perseveranceis not smply bearing with trids, but " bearing up under trials"” Anditisaqudity
required of Christians...]

II. THE DEMAND FOR PERSEVERANCE
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A. NECESSARY FOR MATURE GROWTH...

1.
2.

We mugt dlow patience (hupomone) to develop a mature character - Ro 5:4; Ja 1:4
We must bear fruit with patience (hupomone) - Lk 8:15

B. NECESSARY TO ENDURE TRIALS...

1.
2.

Perseverance helped the Thessaloniansto enduretridls-2 Th 1:4
Even asit helped Job to endure histrids - cf. Ja 5:11

C. NECESSARY FOR ETERNAL LIFE...

1.
2.

We must be patient (hupomone) in doing good to receive eternd life- Ro 2:7
We must have patience (hupomone) to receive the promise - He 10:36

[If we hope to grow, endure difficulties, and eventudly receive the promise, we must "add" the qudity of
perseverance to our character! How does one do this...7]

[II.THE DEVELOPMENT OF PERSEVERANCE

A. THERIGHT ELEMENTS...

1

2.
3.
4.

The Word of God, which provides patience (hupomone) and hope - Ro 15:4
A strong hope, which helps us to wait eagerly with perseverance - Ro 8:25
Prayer certainly helps, as Paul prayed for the Colossans- Co 1:11

Even tribulations themsdves- R0 5:3; Ja 1:3

a. Tribulations produce perseverance

b. Perseverance prepares usfor tribulation (as described before)

B. THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE...

1.

5.

Looking to Jesus - He 12:1-4

a. Thekey to running the race set before ud

b. By consdering "Him who endured such hodtility”, we are less likely to grumble
and give up

L ooking to the prophets of old - Ja 5:10-11

a. Ther example of geadfastness should motivate us

b. Consder what they patiently endured, and our excuses for lack of perseverance or
falure to bear up under trid seem slly and foolish! - cf. He 11:32-38

L ooking to each other - He 3:12-14; He 10:24-25

a. Encouragement by brethren is a powerful ad to being persstent

b. Through daly exhortations and frequent assemblies, we are more likely to bear up
under trids

Looking a life with a pogtive atitude - Ja 1:2-3

a. Tridsinlifeare for my betterment!

b. They mold me and make me what God would have me to be!

c. Thereforergoice and glory in tribulations - cf. Ro 5:3-5

Looking to thefuture - 2 Co 4:16-18

a. Tridsareshort and light compared to eternd weight of glory!

b. For those who persevere, glory awaits! - cf. Re 2:25-29; 3:1
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c. Solet the promise of future glory encourage us to perseverel

[Findly, athought or two aboui...]

IV.THE DEMONSTRATION OF PERSEVERANCE

A. REQUIRED IN"TRYING" CIRCUMSTANCES...
1. There aretimeswhen remaining active for the Lord is difficult
a. E.g, during lingering suffering, illness, grief, etc.
b. Many Christians make some disgppointment, loss, or grief an excuse for shirking their
dutiesto the Lord
2. But to truly demonstrate perseverance...
a. We must continue to press on in doing good
b. We canwork for God, even if we arelaid up in bed (as did one sister, who prayed for
the work being done by others)

B. REQUIRED IN"TEMPTING" CIRCUMSTANCES...
1. Needed when faced with earthly delights, pleasures, seductions of the world
2. Suchdidractions are just as dangerous as tribulation in rendering us unfruitful - cf. Lk 8:14
3. "Jud asthe dark clouds of trid may render usinactive, SO may the dazzling brightness of
temptations blind us and render us usdess” (Alexander MacLaren)

CONCLUSION

1.

Per sever ance involves the idea of bearing up under trids and pressing on...
a. Intimesof tribulaion, it meansto spurn thetrids

b. Intimesof temptation, it meansto turn our backs on them

-- All the while continuing to do good as the Lord directs

Inasensg, it isan extended verson of self-controal...

a. Sdf-control isadally exercise

b. Perseveranceis self-control exercised today, tomorrow, the next day, and so on
--  Whichiswhy we need to "add" perseverance to sdf-control - cf. 2 Pe 1.6

Arewe living the Chridtian life with perseverance?
a. May we pray that we dl have "the patience of Chrig" -2 Th 3:5
b. May we heed the admonition given to Timothy to "pursue...patience’ - 1 Ti 6:11

Aswe develop "the patience of Chrigt”, we will continue to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt!
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ

Seeking To Please God

INTRODUCTION

1. Remember that growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt requires...

a
b.
C.

The development of eight graces

In conjunction with each other

With dl diligence

Where we gradually produce a Chrigt-like character

2. Reasonsto grow in this knowledge include...

a

b
C.
d.
e. An abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom will be ourd

Grace and peace are multiplied in this knowledge

. All things pertaining to life and godliness are provided through this knowledge

Spiritua myopia and amnesia are avoided by this knowledge
We will never sumble if we aound in this knowledge

3. Thusthe development of a Christ-like character...

a

b
C.
d.
e. Along with the per sever ance to bear up trids and temptations

Begins with the foundation of faith (conviction and trust)

. Towhich we add the qudlity of virtue (driving for excellence)

Manifested by increasing in knowledge (regarding God's will)
To which we add the grace of self-control (mastering one's desires and passions)

4. Aswe continue with our text (2 Pe 1:5-8), we see that we are to add godliness....

a

b.

Note that it is connected with perseverance
We shdl observe that thisisavery logica connection

[Asweve done previoudy, let'sfirst seek to discern the meaning of the word...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF GODLINESS

A. THE GREEK WORD ISEUSEBIA...

1. Literdly, it means"to worship well”, "to be very devout"

2. Vine describesit as denoting "that piety which, characterized by a God-ward attitude, does
that which iswdl-pleesng to Him"

3. ISBE describesit as "character and conduct determined by the principle of love or fear of
God in the heart"

--  Wemight summarizeit as pious conduct done with a desireto please God

B. CONTRASTED WITH HYPOCRISY ...

1. Thereispious conduct or godlinessthat is hypocritical
a. Agang which Paul warned -2 Ti 3:1-5
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b. Displayed by those who are "lovers of pleasure’ rather than "lovers of God"
1) Such piety or godlinessisjust an outward form
2) Done only to be seen by others, to impress them, for the purpose of sdf-
glorification
c. Agang which Jesuswarned - Mt 6:1-18
2. Truegodlinessis characterized by a"God-ward attitude”
a. |l.e, seeking to be seen and approved by God, not man
b. Devoted to the will of God, desiring to please Him
-- Unlesswe have this" God-ward attitude" , any act of piety issmply hypocrisy

C. CONNECTED WITH PERSEVERANCE...
1. Perseverance (bearing up under trias) is commendable, if done for the right reason - cf.
1 Pe2:18-20
2. Theright reason to persevereis godliness!
a. Persevering out of adesire to please God
b. Not to please man or ourselves

[Thereforeit is essentid that we add godliness to per severance, or we will be bearing up under trids
for al thewrong reasons! Thereis moreto be said about...]

II. THE DEMAND FOR GODLINESS

A. NECESSARY TO BE A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST...
1. Remember that godlinessis pious conduct done with adesire to please God
2. Jesus had this desire to please His heavenly Father - Jn 8:29
3. If weareto be Jesus disciples, we must seek to please God, not men - Ga 1:10
4. The gpodtles taught the disciples that they might please God - 1 Th 4:1-2
-- Unlessit isfor the purpose of pleasing God, all our piety isin vain!

B. PROFITABLE FOR ALL THINGS...

1. Paul wrote how godliness was profitable for dl things- 1 Ti 4:7-8; 6.6
a. Profitablefor the life that now is- cf. Mt 6:33; Mk 10:28-30
b. Profitablefor the lifeto come - cf. Mk 10:30; Ro 6:22

2. Peter wrote of how it was beneficia in view of the thingsto come - 2 Pe 3:10-14
a. Theuniverse, the earth, and dl itsworks will be destroyed
b. For this reason we should focus on holy conduct and godliness, which gives

promise of the life to come (the new heavens and new earth)
-- Godlinessisthe only truewealth worth striving for!

C. A SOURCE FOR POWER...

1. Paul warned about those with aform of godliness, but denying its power -2 Ti 3:5
a. Implied isthat thereistrue godliness
b. And thistrue godliness contains " power"

2. Indeed, if our conduct pleases God, He empowers us!
a. Heworksin usaswe drive to do Hiswill - Ph 2:12-13
b. He dtrengthens us by His Spirit in theinner man - cf. Ep 3:16
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c. With apower beyond comprehension - Ep 3:20
d. Enabling usto stand strong in the strength of His might - Ep 6:10-13
-- Dowedesirepower from God in our daily living? Then godlinessis necessary!
[How does one go about the task of "adding” godlinessto their life...7]

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF GODLINESS

A. REQUIRESEXERCISE...

1. AsPaul counsded Timothy - 1 Ti 4:7-8
a Jud asphyscd exercise provides benefit for hedthy living
b. Even more S0, piritua exercise provides benefit for godly living

2. Thetype of spiritual exercise needed - cf. 1 Ti 4:12-16
a. Set agood example for others
b. Give attention to reading (esp. the Word of God), exhortation, doctrine
c. Makegood use of your abilities and opportunities
d. Focusyour efforts on such things, and your progress will be evident

-- AsPeter would say, it requires” giving all diligence" - cf. 2 Pe 1:5

B. REQUIRESABSTINENCE...
1. From disputes and arguments over words- 1 Ti 6:3-4
2. From men who wrangle over words-1Ti 6:5
3. From materidism and the love of money - 1 Ti 6:6-10
-- Yes, wemust fleethesethings, all the while pursuing godliness! - 1 Ti 6:11

[Findly, afew thoughts abot...]

IV.THE DISPLAY OF GODLINESS

A. WE MUST GUARD OUR MOTIVES...

1. Many people are pious, having aform of godliness, but for the wrong reason
a Theyviewitasameansof gan-cf. 1 Ti 6:5
b. For some, to get wedlthy
c. For others, to get healthy
d. For others, to get popularity

2. Thereisonly one proper motive for pious conduct
a Toplease God!
b. Thisisthe motive tha pleases God

-- Thedisplay of true godlinesswill be for one reason, to glorify God!

B. WE MUST NOT DENY ITSPOWER...
1. Some have aform of godliness, but deny its power - cf. 2 Ti 3:5
a. They think that they can do it on their own
b. They do not acknowledge the need for God's help
2. Aswe seek to be godly, we must acknowledge God's help - cf. Ph 4:13
a. By Hisgrace we can become what He wants us to be
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b. By His Spirit we can become godly - cf. Ro 8:13-14
--  What degree of true godlinesswe may attain, is possible only with God's help!

CONCLUSION

1. ItisGodsdesrethat welive godly lives, and for thisend we are told to pray:

" ...that we may lead a quiet and peaceable lifein all godliness and reverence.”
-cf.1Ti 2:1-3
2. Itisour desreto please Him that sanctifies our conduct...
a. Making our efforts holy conduct
b. Rather than sdf-righteous acts done to earn savation, impress others, or some other persona

gan

3. Canwe see why we must add godliness as we seek to grow in the knowledge of Christ?
a. Aswedrive for excelence (virtue)...
b. Asweincreasein knowledge...
c. Aswedisplay sdf-contral...
d. Aswe bear up under trias (perseverance)...
-- Itisgodliness (pious conduct seeking to please God) that ensures that our efforts will not be for
the wrong reasons

May we therefore add godliness to perseverance as we seek to grow in both grace and knowledge
while waiting for our Lord's return:

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us
that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ," - Ti 2:11-13
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ
Loving The Brethren

INTRODUCTION

1. Growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt has an inward focus as evidenced by ...
a. Building upon ones persond faith
b. Striving for excellence as an individud god
c. Increasing one's own knowledge
d. Contralling the passons and desires of the sdf
e. Bearing up under trids with a postive attitude

2. Itasohasan upward focus...
a.  With the addition of godliness
b. l.e, apious conduct based upon adesire to be pleasing to God

3. Thenthereisthe outward focus...
a.  Withthe addition of brotherly kindness- 2 Pe 1:7
b. Followed with the addition of love - 2 Pe 1:7
-- Both affecting how we act towards other people

[In this study we will direct our attention to br otherly kindness, certainly a necessary eement in
developing a Chrigt-like character...]

|. THE DEFINITION OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS

A. THE GREEK WORD ISPHILADELPHIA...
1. A compound involving two words:
a. "phileo” (love)
b. "addphos' (brother)
2. Itliterdly means "the love of brothers’

B. ASUSED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT...

1. It describes the love which Christians cherish for each other as brethren (Thayer)
Chrigtians were charged to display thisvirtue- He 13:1
They wereto increasein it more and more-1Th 4:9-10
They had been purified for this very purpose-1 Pe 122
Ro 12:10 revedsthat it is through brotherly kindness we can have "kind affection” toward
one another

a b owdN

[1tisbrotherly kindness, therefore, that provides a true sense of family in our association as members
of the Lord'sbody. Why is such love of the brethren important...7|

II. THE DEMAND OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS
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A. NECESSARY TO KNOW GOD...
1. Without sincere love for brethren, any clam to know God or love Him isimpossible - cf.
1Jn 4:7-8,20-21
2. If wetruly desireto know God (and grow in the knowledge of Jesus), then it is essentid to
deveop brotherly kindness!

B. NECESSARY TO BE JESUS DISCIPLES...
1. Jesus madelove for brethren an identifying mark by which the world can know we are His
disciples - Jn 13:34-35
a. Right doctrine is certainly important - 2 Jn 9
b. But theworld payslittle attention to what is perceived as minor doctrind
differences
c. Wha people do noticeislove in aworld filled with hate
d. Especidly when such love is observed among individuads who come from various socid,
economic, and racial backgrounds
2. Any atempt to proclam New Testament Chridtianity...
a.  Will fal to gpped to those in the world
b. Unlessit isaccompanied by avisible demondration of true brotherly kindness among
Chrigiand

C. NECESSARY TO ANSWER JESUS PRAYER FOR UNITY. ...

1. Unity among brethren is dso very important, as indicated in the prayer of Jesus-Jn 17:
20-23

2. Theunity made possible through the cross of Chrigt is maintained as we endeavor to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace - Ep 4:3

3. Crucid to that endeavor is "bearing with one another inlove' - Ep 4:2
a. Therewill be times when brethren sin against one another
b. Where brotherly kindness prevails there will dso be forbearance and forgiveness
c. Thisprovidestime for repentance and reconciliation necessary to remain united

4. Unless we develop brotherly kindness, churches will be prone to split at the earliest
indication of conflict!

[1 trust that we see the importance of adding brotherly kindness. How does one go about doing this...?|

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS

A. REQUIRESPURITY OF SOUL...
1. Brotherly kindness can easly be misdirected, especidly in a sex-crazed society
2. Through obedience to the gospel, our souls are purified - 1 Pe 1:22-23
a.  We have been born again by incorruptible seed
b. Sincere and fervent love of the brethren is now possible
-- If wededretruebrotherly kindness, make surethat we have purity of soul!

B. REQUIRESBEING TAUGHT BY GOD...
1. Thosetaught by God need littleto be said - cf. 1 Th 4:9-10
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The Father teaches the meaning of love through the giving of HisSon -1 Jn 4:9-10

3. The Son demondtrates true love by the example of His sacrifice-1 Jn 3:16

-- Themorewereéeflect upon thelove and sacrifice of Jesus, the sooner we under stand
the true meaning of brotherly kindness - cf. Jn 13:34

C. REQUIRES SPENDING TIME WITH BRETHREN...
1. Thisl have gleaned from persond experience
a. Themorel am around people...
b. Themore | cometo know them personaly...
c. Themorel share experiences with them (both good and bad)...
-- Theeasde | findit to "fdl inlove' with them!
2. Itisnot much different than with onés own physicd family
a. | had no choice who my three physical brothers would be
b. But aswe experience life together our love and gppreciation for one another degpens
-- | find it to be the same with my brethren in Christ; spend timetogether!

D. REQUIRESPRAYING FOR BRETHREN...
1. Thisdsoisgleaned from persona experience
2. Pray fervently for your brethren, especidly those with whom you may have a persondity
clash
3. Itishard to remain angry or maintain a srong didike for someone when you spend time
praying for them
-- "Pray for oneanother" (Ja5:16), and there will be brotherly kindness!

[Findly, afew thoughts about...]

IV.THE DISPLAY OF BROTHERLY KINDNESS

A. ASIT AFFECTSOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD BRETHREN...

1. Brotherly kindnesswill lead one to be consider ate
a. A brother who is strong will be considerate of his weak brother - Ro 15:1
b. Where abrother may haveliberty in Chrigt, heiswilling to limit that freedom if it is

beneficid to the soiritud well-being of his brother - 1 Co 8:13; Ga 5:13

2. Brotherly kindness that will lead one to be cautious
a. About what they say about them - Ja 4:11a
b. About judging abrother - Ja 4:11b-12

B. ASIT AFFECTSOUR SERVICE TOWARD BRETHREN...
1. Brotherly kindnesswill lead usto truly carefor oneanother - 1 Th 5:14
a. Towarn the unruly, to comfort the faint-hearted
b. To uphold the wesk, to be patient with all
2. Brotherly kindnesswill prompt usto pursuetheright things - Ro 14:19
a. Thingsthat make for peace
b. Things by which we may edify one another

CONCLUSION
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1. Aswegivethought to...
a. What it meansto grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ
b. What it meansto develop a Chrigt-like character
-- May we gppreciate the importance of developing a strong love for the brethren!

2. We may think that we have astrong love for the brethren...
a. Indeed we might
b. But we need to always increase more and more! - cf. 1 Th 4:9-10

And so may this prayer be fulfilled in us.

" ...may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to
all, just as we do to you, so that He may establish your hearts blamelessin
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all Hissaints." - 1 Th 3:12-13
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Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ
With Active Good Will TowardsAll

INTRODUCTION

1. Asnoted throughout this series, growing in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt involves the development
of a Christ-like character...
a. A development that requires diligence
b. A character that includes eight graces working together in spiritual harmony

2. This Chrig-like character is developed through...
Building On Faith (faith)

Striving For Excellence (virtue)

Increasing In Knowledge (knowledge)
Contralling The Sdf (self-control)

Bearing Up Under Trids (per severance)
Seeking To Please God (godliness)

Loving The Brethren (brotherly kindness)

@ ~p 0o

3. But this"spiritua congtruction project” is not complete without the addition of love...
a.  Which serves as the epitome of Peter'slist of graces
b. Which must be something specid, for it is often exdted above other graces
1) Exdted abovefaith and hope-1 Co 13:13
2) Givenfirg placein what congtitutes the fruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22
3) To be adorned "above al" the graces mentioned by Paul - Co 3:14

[What is" love", and how isit any different than " brotherly kindness'...7]

|. THE DEFINITION OF LOVE

A. THE GREEK WORD ISAGAPE...
1. Oneof four Greek words trandated love
a. philia- thelove of close friends or brothers
stor ge - the love of family
eros - carnd or sexud love
agape - love which seeks the highest good of others
1) Not just friends, family, or brethren, but even enemies - cf. Mt 5:44
2) Thusitisahigher form of love than "brotherly kindness' (love of brothers)
2. It can be said that agape love:
a. Does not depend upon the one being loved as having earned such love
b. Isnot an exclusve love (brothers only), but an al-embracing benevolence
c. Isnot an uncontrolled reaction of the heart, but a concentrated exercise of will
d. Isacaringlove, one which becomesinvolved in the needs of others
-- Perhapsthe smplest definition isthe one often given: " active good will"

ooo
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B. BEST EXEMPLIFIED BY THE FATHER AND THE SON...

1. God the Father demonstrated agape love
a. Hislovefor snnersis completdy undeserved by them - Ro 5:8
b. Naturdly, Hisloveiscdled a"great" love- Ep 2:4-7

2. God the Son demonstrated agape love
a. By laying down Hislifefor us-1Jn 3:16
b. Thereisno "greater” love-Jn 15:13

-- Truly the Father and the Son have exemplified " active good will" towardsall!

[Since the Father and the Son have shown " active good will" towards dl, we should not be surprised
that it is required of those who would be Jesus disciples...]

II. THE DEMAND OF LOVE

A. NECESSARY TO BE SONSOF GOD...

1. Jesus commanded His disciplesto love thelr enemies- Mt 5:43-44

2. Inshowing "active good will" to our enemies...
a. Wewill belike our Father in heaven - Mt 5:45
b. Wewill be different than those who love only their friends - Mt 5:46-47
c. Wewill be perfect (complete) in the area of love and mercy, even as our Father in

heaven is perfect (merciful) - Mt 5:58; cf. Lk 6:35-36
-- Jesusexpectsusto follow God's example of " active good will" towards all!

B. NECESSARY COMPONENT TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE...

The atmosphere of the Chrigian life ("wak inlove") - Ep 5:2

The garment of the Chrigtian ("put on love') - Co 3:14

Themotive of Christian service ("done with love') -1 Co 16:14

The glue of Chrigtian unity ("knit together in love') - Co 2:2

The controller of Chridtian liberty (“through love serve one another”) - Ga 5:13
Every facet of our livesisto be governed by " active good will" towardsall!

s owbdpE

[Asimportant love isto the Chrigtian life, we can appreciate why Paul says” the greatest of theseis
love" (1 Co 13:13) and " above all these things put on love" (Co 3:14). So how do we go about
putting on love, or adding it to brotherly kindness...?]

III.THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOVE

A. LET THE FATHER TEACH YOU...
1. The Thessdonians had been taught by God - cf. 1 Th 4:9-10
2. How does the Father teach usto love?
a. By virtueof Hischaracter
1) Godislove-1Jn 4.8
2) Hisgrace, mercy, longsuffering and abundant goodness are indicative of His love
- cf. Ex0 34:5-8
b. By virtue of Hisexample
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1) Hesent Hisonly begotten Son- 1Jn 4:9; Ro 5:8
2) He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sns- 1 .Jn 4:10
-- AstheFather "soloved us', let uslearn toloveothers! - 1Jn 4:11

B. LET THE SON TEACH YOU...
1. "By thiswe know love, because Helaid down Hislifefor us' -1 Jn 3:16
2. "Wdkinlove, asChrig dsoloved us..." - Ep 5:2
3. "Loveone ancther, as| have loved you" - Jn 13:34
--  Contemplate how Jesus died for you, and you will lear n the meaning of lovel!

C. LET THE APOSTLESTEACH YOU...

1. Paul described what loveis-1 Co 13:4-8a

2. Paul prayed for His brethren regarding love
a. Forthe Thessalonians-1Th 3:12
b. For the Ephesans-Ep 3:17-19
c. For the Philippians- Ph 1:9

--  Through diligent study of the Word, and fervent prayer, our love will abound till
more and more!

[And findly, some concluding thoughts regarding...]

IV.THE DEMONSTRATION OF LOVE

A. DEMONSTRATING OUR LOVE TOWARD GOD...

1. Somemay think we ought to show our love by:
a. Shouting if from the rooftop
b. Dedaring it on bumper sticker ("Honk if you love Jesud™)
c. Doing whatever they think pleases God

2. Proper demongtration of love toward God means.
a.  Keeping His commandments - cf. Jn 14:15,21; 1 Jn 5:3
b. Lovingthe brethren-1 Jn 4:20-21; 5:1

-- Dowereally love God? Then keep His commandments!

B. DEMONSTRATING OUR LOVE TOWARD MAN...
1. Beginswith keeping the commandments of God oursaves-1.Jn 5:2
2. Not limited to friends and loved ones - Mt 5:43-48
3. Hdping to meet their needs- 1 Jn 3:16-18
-- Dowereally love our fellow man? Then lovein deed and in truth!

CONCLUSION

1. Aswe cometo the end of our study, what have we learned about " Growing In The Knowledge
Of JesusChrigt"...?
a ltrequiresefort ("giving dl diligence’) - 2 Pe 1:5,10
b. It requires an ever-increasing growth in Chrigt-like qudities- 2 Pe 1:8
1) Building on faith (faith)
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2) Striving for excellence (virtue)

3) Increasing in knowledge (knowledge)

4) Controlling the sdf (self-control)

5) Bearing up under trids (per sever ance)

6) Seeking to please God (godliness)

7) Loving the brethren (brotherly kindness)
8) With active good will towards dl (love)

2. Istheeffort worthit? Indeed it is, for as we grow in this knowledge...

a

The grace and peace of God is multiplied - 2 Pe 1.2

b. All things pertaining to life and godliness are provided - 2 Pe 1:3

c. We can avoid spiritud myopia and spiritud amnesia- 2 Pe 1:9

d.

e. Wewill have an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom - 2 Pe 1:11

Wewill never sumble so asto fdl -2 Pe 1:10
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Therefore | pray that in some way our study has encouraged us to be diligent in supplying these eight
graces of Chrigt-like character in an ever-increasing measure to our lives, mindful of Peter's fina
admonition:

" But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To

Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen." - 2 Pe 3:18

Growing In The Knowledge Of Jesus Christ



