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Called! Sanctified! And Preserved!
Jude 1-2

INTRODUCTION

1.

In saverd passages throughout the New Testament, we find serious warnings about impending

apostasy ...

a. Jesuswarned that false prophets would arise, the love of many would grow cold, and only those
who endure to the end would be saved - Mt 24:11-13

b. Paul foretold of many disciples being drawvn away - Ac 20:29-30

c. Peter warned about the rise of fase teachers, and how many would follow their destructive
ways - 2 Pe 2:1-3

But by the time the epistles of John and Jude were written, the danger was no longer impending, it
was very much in existence...

a.  Antichrists were present, and false prophets wereintheworld - 1 Jn 2:18; 4:1; 2Jn 7

b. Judewasforced to change hisorigina purposeto ded with the criss-Ju 3-4

If the danger of apostasy was adready present in the First Century A.D....
a. We should not be surprised that the dangers exigts in the twentieth century!
b. Wewould do well to pay close heed to those epistles written to tell us how to deal with it

That makes The Epistle Of Jude especidly relevant, and with this lesson we begin a series of
expository sermons based upon its contents

Inver ses 1-2, Jude begins his letter in typica fashion:
a Heidentifies himsdf...
1) As“aservant of Jesus Christ” and “brother of James’
2) Itisconddered very likely that James was the brother of the Lord who had become
very prominent in the church a Jerusdem - cf. Ga 1:16; 2:9
3) Thiswould mean Jude was aso abrother to the Lord Jesus - cf. lso Mt 13:54-56
4) That Judas would describe himself as a servant of the Lord and not His brother istypicd of
the modesty shown by Jamesaswell -Ja 1:1
b. He then addresses his origind readers...
1) No particular church or individuas are named
2) They aesmply “those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved
in Jesus Christ:”
3) For thisreason, the epistle of Jude has been categorized as a catholic, or generd, epistle
(like James, 1 & 2 Peter, and 1t John)
c. He concludes his sdutation with a threefold benediction: “Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied
to you’

Before we go any further, the manner in which Jude addressed his readersis worthy of careful
notice...
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Jude' s purpose isto warn of those “ungodly mer’ who have crept in

That awarning is necessary suggests a danger that isred: being led away from the faith

C. Yet udeussstermsin his address that some would say teaches the impossibility of apostasy
(especidly the phrase: “ preserved in Jesus Christ™)

o

[Therefore | would like for us to focus on the concepts suggested by the three words in the title of our
dudy: “Called! Sanctified! And Preserved!” Let'sbegin with theideaof Chrisians being...]

|. THOSE WHO ARE “CALLED”

A. THOSE IN CHRIST HAVE BEEN “CALLED" ...
1. Wehave been caled with “ahdly cdling” - 2 Ti 1:9
2. Thiscdling was not according to our meritorious works
3. Itwasaccording to God's own purpose and grace before time began

B. THIS“CALL” CAME THROUGH THE GOSPEL ...

1. We became God's chosen and called through the means of the gospel -2 Th 2:13-14

2. By having the gospel preached to “every creature’, the call ismade avalableto dl - cf. Mk
16:15-16
a. Thisisconggtent with God' s desirethat “dl menbesaved’ - 1 Ti 2:3-4
b. Thisisconagent with God' s offer of His Son as“aransomfor dl” - 1 Ti 2:5-6
c. Thisisconggent with the Lord' s unwillingness that “any should perid’, but that “dl

should come to repentance’ - 2 Pe 3:9

C. OUR RESPONSBILITY,HAVING ACCEPTED THE “CALL",ISTO MAKE OUR
“CALLING AND ELECTION SURE”...
1. Thisrequires much diligence on our pat -2 Pe 1:10-11
2. Othewise, wewill belikethe Isradites in the wilderness- He 3:12-19; 4:1-2,11
a. All were cdled by God to enter the Promised Land of rest
b. But most were unable to enter because of unbelief that led to lack of diligence!

[1t isthe need for faithful diligence that explains the many warnings againg gpostasy found in the
Scriptures. 1t dso hdpsto understand why Jude felt it necessary to write hisepistle! Closely related to
the concept of being “cdled”, isthe ideathat by God's grace we are alo...]

. “SANCTIFIED” BY GOD THE FATHER

A. THE WORDS“SANCTIFY”, “SANCTIFICATION" ...
1. Aretrandated from the Greek word “hagiazo” { hag-ee-ad’ -zo}
2. Which meansto make holy, to set apart for a specia purpose
3. Therefore, God has set gpart those who have been called - Ju 1

B. THE PROCESS OF SANCTIFICATION...
1. Issadto bethework of the Holy Spirit
a “sanctified by the Holy Spirit” - Ro 15:16
b. “sanctified...by the Spirit of our God” - 1 Co 6:11
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c. “sanctification by the Spirit” - 2 Th 2:13

d. “the sanctifying work of the Spirit” (NASV) -1 Pe 1:2

Is aso said to be the work of the Word of God

a. “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word istruth.” - Jn 17:17

b. “tha He might sanctify...by theword” - Ep 5:26

Since the Word of God is said to be the “sword of the Spirit” (Ep 6:17), the Word is
evidently the ingrument used by the Spirit to hep bring about our sanctification

C. THE PROGRESS OF SANCTIFICATION...

1.

2.

Some people understand “sanctification’” as “al at once’ or “in two stages’ (e.g., the
Wedeyan concept of entire sanctification)
The Biblica evidence suggests otherwise:
a. Thechurch a Corinth was made up of members...
1) Who were “sanctified in Christ Jesus” - 1 Co 1:2
2) Who had been “sanctified’ - 1 Co 6:11
b. Yet, many of these members were “babes in Christ” and “carnal” - 1 Co 3:1-3
Aswritten to the Hebrews, those in Chrigt are “being sanctified” - He 2:11
a. l.e, sanctification is an ongoing process
b. It beginsat converson, and continues as we grow in the faith
As Paul prayed for the Thessdonians: “ may the God of peace Himself sanctify you
completely’ - 1 Th 5:23

[Whether God does indeed compl ete the process of sanctification for those who are caled will be
determined by whether or not we remain “preserved in Christ Jesus”. (Ju 1) So let’ s take a closer ook
a what isinvolved with being...]

11.“PRESERVED” IN JESUS CHRIST

A. THE MEANING OF THE WORD “PRESERVED" ...

1.
2.
3.

It comes from the Greek word “tereo” {tay-relv-o}

Which means “to guard (from loss or injury)”

It is used to describe that which is closely watched and guarded...

a.  Such asthose disobedient angels who are awaiting the Judgment Day - Ju 6
b. Such asthe punishment awaiting “ungodly men’ - Ju 13

B. THISWORD SPEAKS OF OUR WONDERFUL ASSURANCE IN CHRIST...

1.
2.
3.

We are being carefully “guarded” in Chrigt!

Peter uses adifferent word (phroureo, froo-reh' -0) to expressasmilar idea-1 Pe 1.5
Paul used yet another word (S0zo, sode’ -z0) to express his own confidence in God's
preservation - 2 Ti 4:18

Indeed, Jesus reassured his disciples that no one could “snatch’ them out of His hand - cf.
Jn 10:27-29

But does this mean that it isimpossble to fal avay? Do we have no persond respongbility
to remain “preserved in Jesus Christ”?

C. THERE ISSOME PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY...
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1. Jude usesthe same word for “preserved” in Ju 21: “keep yourselves...”
2. Thisindicates that we must cooperate with God
a. AsPeter indicated, we are “kept by the power of God through faith’ - 1 Pe 1.5
1) God provides the power to keep us safe
2) But we mugt provide the faith
b. Jesus’ teaching on security isfor those who are “bdievers’
1) Noonecan “snatch’ us away from God againg our will
2) Butwha if “believers’ become “unbelievers’?
a) Doesthe promise dill goply if the conditions have changed?
b) What we chooseto leave or jump out of God' s protective hand?
c. Tha “beievers’ can become “unbdievers’, and thereby in danger of losng one’s
svation, iscearly taughtin He 3:12-19; 4:1-2,11
3. Thuswe are “preserved in Jesus Chrigt”...
a. Butremaining “preserved” involves persond responsbility!
b. It requiresthat we “keep ourselves’ in the love of God!

CONCLUSION

1. Wewho arein Chrigt are indeed richly blessed:
a. Wehavebeen “called” by the gospd of Chrig, to which cal we responded when we obeyed
the conditions of the gospd (faith, repentance, confession, and baptism)
b. Wehavebeen “sanctified” or set gpart for aholy purpose by God the Father, as He works
upon us through His Holy Spirit in conjunction with His Holy Word
c. Onthebassof our fath, weare* preserved” in Jesus Chrigt unto eternd life

2. But dear brethren, forces of Satan are very much at work...
a. They seek to undermine our faith in Chrigt
b. They seek to harden our hearts, and to develop an evil heart of unbelief
C. They seek to make us spiritudly lazy, and not to maintain the diligence necessary to keep
oursalvesin the love of God

3. Yet God in His grace has preserved His Word to give us ample warning; shal we not heed the
warnings found throughout His Word, such as those found in The Epistle of Jude?

And aswe speak of giving heed... Have you given heed to the call of the gospd of Chrigt? - cf. Ac 2:
36-38
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Contending Earnestly For The Faith
Jude 3-4

INTRODUCTION

1. Aswe begin to focus on the purpose of The Epistle Of Jude, we seethat his origina desire was to
write about our common savation shared in Chrigt:

“Beloved, while | was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, | found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.” - Ju 3

2. The need to change his purposeis seen in the next verse:

“For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for
this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness
and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.” - Ju 4

3. That such men “crept in unnoticed” should give us pause...
a. That such could happen, despite the many warnings given by Jesus, Paul, and Peter
b. How much easier, then, for thisto hgppen today when we live in time far removed from those
initid warningd

4. Inlight of this Jude s call to “contend earnestly for the faith” becomes even more relevant for us
today...
a. We ought to appreciate “the need” to contend for the faith
b. We should understand “the how” when it comes to contending earnestly for the faith

[In thisstudy, “ Contending Earnestly For The Faith”, it is“the need” and “the how” that we
examine more closdly...]

I. THE“NEED” TO CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH

A. SOME WILL DENY THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES
1. Thisl infer from the phrase “ the faith which once for all delivered to the saints’
a. Theexpression “oncefor dl” can rightly be worded “ onetime for all time”
b. Thatis “thefath’ (that body of doctrine which we are to believe) was delivered
to the church “onetimefor dl time”
-- Reveation was not to be repeated, nor was there more to be revealed later on!
2. That God has reveded dl that He would have us know is evident from such statementslike

those of:
a. Paul, teling the Ephesian eders he had not shunned to proclaim “the whole counsd of
God” - Ac 20:27

b. Peter, writing that God has given us “dl things that pertain to life and godliness’ - 2 Pe
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1:3

-- If wehave“dl things”, and if we have the “whole counsd of God”, what else is there?
3. Thusthe Scriptures, which contain the faith ddivered “once for dl”, contains dl we need to

become what God wants of udl - cf. 2 Ti 3:16-17
4. But when people suggest:

a. Tha God sreveation isincomplete, or it isill in progress

b. Orthat God's revelation needs to be repeated

--  Then our task isto “contend earnestly for the faith once ddlivered™!

B. SOME WILL PERVERT THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE...

1. Therewerethosein Jude sday “who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness
(lewdness)”
a. Their doctrine of grace gave them excuseto Sn
b. So much s, that they engaged in that which was openly shameful (lewd)
-- Perhapsthey said: “Let ussin so that grace may abound!”

2. There are some today who pervert the grace of God...
a. Toexcusether disregard for the commands found in God's Word
b. Tojudify ther lifestyle that is contrary to the principles of the Bible
-- Forthey arelikely to say: “ God istoo loving, His grace istoo wonder ful, to

condemn us when we are so sincere!”

3. But those who “contend earnestly for the faith” will be ever mindful of what the grace of
God truly teaches - cf. Ti 2:11-12
a. To deny ungodliness and worldly lustd
b. Tolive soberly, righteoudy, and godly in the present age!

C. SOMEWILL DENY GOD’SAUTHORITY....
1. Jude had to ded with those who “ deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ”
a. Theemphass gppears to be on the term “Lord”, used to describe God and Jesus
b. Theterm “lord” comesfrom kurios {koo’-ree-os}
1) Whichisrelated to the word kur os (supremacy)
2) Meaning “supreme in authority”
c. These people were denying the authority rightly belonging to God and Jesus
2. Today we often face people denying the authority of God and Jesus
a. By their lack of respect to the Word of God
b. By thar setting up other sandards of authority for what they believe or do
1) Such asasynod, convention, council
2) Such asapope, bishop, minister, or their own person
3. But those who “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered”...
a.  Will recognize the authority which belongsto Christ - Mt 28:18; Ep 1:21-22
b. Will recognize the authority delegated to His gpostles- Jn 13:20; 1 Co 14:37; 1 Th
2:13; Ac 2:42

[Clearly the need to “contend earnestly for the faith’ is present, for just asthere were thosein Jude's
day who...

- denied the dl-sufficiency of God's Word

- perverted the doctrine of grace
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- denied the authority of God and Jesus

...50 there are such people today! How then shall we doit?]

II. THE*HOW” TO CONTEND EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH

A. WE MUST CONTEND EARNESTLY...
1. From the“Believers Study Bible”:

a

b.

C.

d.

The vivid expression epagonizomai (Gk.) istranslated “ contend earnestly” and is
related to the English word “ agony.”

Thetermis associated with strife and combat of a most vigorous and determined
variety.

The present tense of the verb indicates that the Christian struggle is to be
continuous.

Jude believed that the foundational tenets of the Christian faith were under
attack. Nothing but vigorous counter-contention would be sufficient.

2. Theuse of such an expresson therefore suggests.

a

b.

The matter is serious, we are a war!

1) Paul describesthe nature of our warfarein 2 Co 10:3-6
2) Andaganin Ep 6:10-13

Thisis not atime to be unprepared; we must arm ourselves!

--  Wemus therefore contend with vigor, even to the point of agony, for “the faith once
ddivered to the sants’!

B. WE MUST USE THE WEAPONSAT OUR DISPOSAL ...
1. Paul defines our weagponry in Ep 6:13-18

a

0 Q0o

g.

Girded with truth

The breastplate of righteousness

Feet shod with the gospel of peace

The shidd of faith

The helmet of salvetion

The sword of the Spirit, the Word of God
Watching with dl prayer

2. Notice that most of these things are for our own defense, lest we be lost in the struggle!

a

b.

C.

The dements of truth, righteousness, the gospd, faith, salvation, etc., are needed for our
own savation as much as for those we seek to conquer

Make sure that you let them “remove the plank for your own eye” so you will be ableto
see clear “to remove speck out of your brother’seye” - cf. Mt 7:3-5

Some people are so quick to take up the “sword”, they leave the rest of their armor
behind!

3. Paul a0 has something to say about other wegpons that are “mighty in God’

a

b.

Such qualities as “the meekness and gentleness of Christ” - 2 Co 10:1-6

Making sure that we are firgt “spiritud”, and then displaying gentleness and caution - Ga
6:1

Refraining from quarrds, goplying gentleness, the Word, with patience and humility
correcting the opposition - 2 Ti 2:23-26
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CONCLUSION

1. Thecdl to“contend earnestly for the faith’ is not alicense to engage in “contentions” and “outbursts
of wrath” - cf. Ga 5:19-21; 1 Co 3:1-3

2. Butitisacdl to vigoroudy contend with dl the wegpons a our disposd...
a. Frg and foremost, with the Word of God, applied first to saf and then to others
b. But dso, with the Chrigt-like qudities that are “mighty in God’ to win people over to obedience
to Christ

3. ltisthefact...
a. Tha many are not obeying Christ asLord
b. But perverting Histeaching or setting themsalves up as their own authority
...that makes it necessary that we “ contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the
saints’

Dear friend, whose side of this battle are you on? Have you submitted to Him whom God has made
both Lord and Christ? Are you continuing steadfastly in the gpostles’ doctrine? - cf. Ac 2:36-42
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Reminders Of God’s

Righteous Condemnation
Jude5-7

INTRODUCTION

1.

Exhorting his readers to “contend earnestly for the faith’, in ver se 4 Jude introduces the reason for
them to take such as stand...
a. “Certain men’ have crept in unnoticed
b. They were“ungodly mer’, guilty of:
1) Turning the grace of God into lewdness
2) Denying the Lord God and the Lord Jesus Christ

Jude aso writes of these men that they were “long ago marked out for this condemnation”

a. Some might infer that Jude meant that these men were predestined to act thisway

b. However, as Warren Wiersbe in The Bible Exposition Commentary correctly states:
“ Jude did not write that these men were ordained to become apostates, as though God
wereresponsible for their sin. They became apostates because they willfully turned away
fromthe truth. But God did ordain that such people would be judged and condemned.
The old Testament prophets denounced the fal se prophets of their day, and both Jesus
Christ and His Apostles pronounced judgment on them.”

C. Yes what isordained istheir punishment, that those who turn from God will not escape His
righteous condemnation!

To reinforce his point, Jude reminds his readers of three examples in which the ungodly did not
escape God' s righteous condemnation - Ju 5-7

a. lgad inthewilderness

b. Theangdswho snned

c. Thecities of Sodom and Gomorrah

That we might be reminded as well, in this study we shal briefly review what is known about these

three “case histories’ of divine judgment, and draw some points that can be gleaned from them...

a. If youfed asenseof “dgjavu’, it may be because Jude follows a pattern set by Peter in his
second epistle - 2 Pe 2:4-6

b. Jude saction is undersandable, as heis warning against the very presence of those Peter had
warned would one day come

[Thereis adifference, however. Whereas Peter used as one of his examples the people destroyed in
the flood, Jude sdlects the example of...]

ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS (5)

A. THE PARTICULARSOF THISEXAMPLE...
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A wdl known event in Isradl’ s history, God “saved” the nation by bringing them out of the

land of Egypt

Y et despite their being recipients of His wonderful grace, God “destroyed” those who did

not believe

a. Their lack of faith required that they wander for 40 yearsin the wilderness

b. Sothat those over the age of 20 when they left Egypt, none but two (Joshua and Caleb)
entered the Promised Land

Thefind “taly”: 603,550 men were “saved”, but then 603,548 were “destroyed”

B. THE POINT TO BE MADE FROM THISEXAMPLE...

1.

God may destroy those He has saved!

a. Paul made this paoint in writing to the Corinthians- 1 Co 10:1-12

b. Thewriter to the Hebrews made the same point - He 3:12-4:2,11

The reason? Lack of obedient faith!

a. “ God destroyed those who did not believe’ - Ju 5

b. “they could not enter in because of unbelief” - He 3:18-19

While the Bible teaches “the security of the believer” (cf. 1 Pe 1.5)...

a. Itwarnsagang the believer developing a heart of unbelief

b. It teaches “the insecurity of the unbdiever”

Therefore the Biblicad admonition: “ ...Iet him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.” -1Co10:12

A recurring theme throughout the New Testament isthis “Remember what happened to
lsrad!”

[Having reminded his readers that the example of |sradl shows the possbility of “once saved, but
destroyed”, he then provides an example that shows God has a place reserved for the wicked...]

II. THE ANGELSWHO SINNED (6)

A. THE PARTICULARSOF THISEXAMPLE...

1.

2.

Vey little is known from the Scriptures themsdves
a. Asdescribed by Jude, there were angels who:
1) “did not keep their proper domain”
2) “left their own habitation”
b. Peter amply writesthat the angds“snned’ - 2 Pe 2:4
c. A vey old interpretation isthat Jude refersto what is described in Gen 6:1-4
1) Where“sonsof God” is understood to refer to angels (asused in Job 1:6; 2:1,
38:7) who cohabited with the “daughters of mer’
2) Thisinterpretation of Gen 6:1-4 is common in Jewish literature (Enoch 7; 9:8;
10:11; 12:4), and Jude appears to quote from such literature later in ver se 14
3) Itisdsofoundin inter-testamentd literature and the early church fathers (e.g., Justin
inhisApology 2:5)
4) It fitsin with the connection Jude later makes with the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah,
that they had “gone after strange flesi’ - Ju 7
What is clearer about these angelsis their condemnation
a.  God hasthem “in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day”
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b. Asworded by Peter in 2 Pe 2:4, God...
1) “cast themdown to hell”

a) Theword for “hdl” istartaroo {tar-tar-o'-o}

b) “Tartarus, thought of by the Greeks as a subterranean place lower than Hades
where divine punishment was meted out, was o regarded in Jewish gpocayptic
aswdl.” (BAG, p. 813)

2) “delivered themto chainsof darkness’ (NIV rendersit “gloomy dungeons’)
3) “to bereserved for judgment”

a) AsJdude putsit, “for the judgment of the great day’

b) Similar to the scene described in Lk 16:19-31, where the wicked rich man was
in torment awaiting the judgment a the Last Day

B. THE POINT TO BE MADE FROM THISEXAMPLE...
1. Godisprepared to render everlasting punishment to the wicked!
a. Hehastheangdsin “everlasting chains under darkness’ - Ju 6
b. For the “ungodly mer” described later, He has “reserved the blackness of darkness
forever” - Ju 13
2. Just as He had a place prepared for the angels who sinned, so He has a place prepared for
the wicked and unbdieverd - cf. Re 21:8

[So God has demongtrated that He is prepared to punish the wicked. That He will do so is emphasized
with one more example: The judgment that came upon...]

[II.THE CITIESOF SODOM AND GOMORRAH (7)

A. THE PARTICULARSOF THISEXAMPLE...
1. Thejudgment againg these citiesisvividly described in Gen 19:24-28
2. Why thisterrible judgment?
a TheLORD sadit was“ becausetheir sinisvery grievous’ - Gen 18:20
b. Jude saysthat “ in a similar manner to these” (the angds who sinned), they had:
1) “given themselves over to sexual immorality’
2) “gone after strange flesh”
c. Weseeasampleof thisin Gen 19:4-11

B. THE POINT TO BE MADE FROM THISEXAMPLE...
1. Both Peter and Jude make the point that Sodom and Gomorrah are an “example”
a. Peter, an example* to those who afterward would live ungodly” - 2 Pe 2.6
b. Jude, an example of those “ suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” - Ju 7
2. l.e, God has given us an example of the eternd fire awaiting the subjects of His righteous
vengeance!

CONCLUSION

1. Wemay belikethe origind recipients of Jude s letter, well acquainted with these events...
a  But Jude wanted to “remind” them -Ju 5
b. Andwe need to be reminded often aswdl!
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2. Andwhat isit that we need to remember?
a. Remember |srael, asan example of those once saved who were destroyed for lack of fath!
b. Remember the angelswho sinned, as an example of those whose incarceration tells us God
has a place prepared for the wicked!
c. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah, as an example that God will not withhold the vengeance
of eternd fire when the timeis right!

3. Itisonly when we keep such eventsin mind that we will...
a. Take serious the warnings about those who would lead us adiray!
b. Take serious the admonitions designed to keep us preserved in Jesus Christ!

Areyou letting these examples serve their intended purpose? Will you let them motivate you to make
whatever changes need to be made in your life? The *judgment of the great day” draws nearer...
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The Ungodly Dreamers
Jude 8-16,19

INTRODUCTION

1. Sofarinthisepistle, we have noticed that Jude has...

a. Exhorted hisreadersto “ contend earnestly for the faith” - Ju 3

b. Made mention of “ungodly men” who have* crept in unnoticed” - Ju 4
1) Menwho “turn the grace of our God into licentiousness’
2) Andwho “deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ”

c. Reminded them of examples of God' s righteous condemnation in the past - Ju 5-7
1) Thendion of Israd in the wilderness
2) Theangdswho snned
3) Thedcities of Sodom and Gomorrah

2. At thispoint, Jude follows the example set by Peter (cf. 2 Pe 2:10-17) and describes these
“ungodly men?” - Ju 8-17,19
a. Indoing s0, Jude does more than Smply repeat Peter
b. He reinforces Peter’ s words and adds more information about these “ungodly mer?’

3. Inthisstudy we shdl consder Jude s description of these “ungodly dreamers’, noticing thet whet is
sad of themissummarized in ver se 8:
a. They “defilethe flesh”
b. They “regect authority’
c. They " speak evil”

[As Jude elaborates, he starts with the last of these, how...]

|. THEY “SPEAK EVIL” (8-11)

A. OF DIGNITARIES... (8-9)

1. Theword “dignitaries’ comes from doxa {dox’ -ah}, meaning “dignity, glory (-ious),
honor, praise, worship”
a. It canrefer to angdic beings, or those in positions of authority
b. Ineither case, these “ungodly dreamers’ would not hesitate to spesk evil

2. Toillusrate the folly of their behavior, the dispute over the body of Mosesis given:
a. Michad, the archangd, dared not bring areviling accusation againg the devil
b. Sayingonly “The Lord rebuke you”
--  How foolish, then, for these “dreamers’ to speek evil of thosein authority

B. OF WHATEVER THEY DO NOT KNOW... (10-11)
1. Unafrad to spesk evil of dignitaries, they do not hesitate to spesk evil of things they know
nothing about!
2. And what they know naturdly, in that they corrupt themsdlved - cf. 2 Pe 2:12
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3. Inconducting themsalvesin this manner...

a. They havegonein the way of Cain
1) Whose workswere evil -1.Jn 3:12
2) Who did not act out of faith - cf. He 11:4

b. They haverun greedily in the error of Balaam for profit
1) Who loved the wages of unrighteousness - 2 Pe 2:15-16
2) Who put a stumbling block before the children of Isradl - cf. Re 2:14

C. They have perished in therebellion of Korah
1) A rebdlion that was ostensbly against Moses and Aaron - Num 16:1-45
2) But wasredly againg the Lord Himsdlf - cf. Num 26:9

C. DOESTHISNOT CAUTION USON HOW WE SPEAK OF OTHERS...?
1. Jameswarned us about the dangers...
a. Of thetongue - Ja 3:2-12
b. Of spesking evil of brethren - Ja 4:11-12; 5:9
2. Paul dsowrote Titusto counsdl Christians not to spesk evil others-Ti 3:1-2
--  When we add the example of the “ungodly dreamers’ and their quickness to spesk evil of
others, shouldn't we be very cautious how we speak of others?

[As we continue, we a so notice concerning these “ungodly dreamers’ that...]

II. THEY “DEFILE THE FLESH” (12-15,19)

A. THEY WERE “SPOTS’ IN THE LOVE FEASTS... (12,19)
1. Feadting “without fear, serving only themselves’ ; they were also “ sensual persons’
2. In prophesying of their behavior, Peter elaborates.
a. “carousingin their own deceptions while they feast with you” - 2 Pe 2:13
b. “having eyesfull of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling
unstable souls’ - 2 Pe2:14
3. They took advantage of brethren’ s hopitdity to engage in their lustful thoughts

B. THE EXTENT OF THEIR DEPRAVITY VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATED... (12-13)
1. “Cloudswithout water, carried about by the winds’
a. Offering promise of blessng
b. But not leaving any
2. “Late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots’
a. Barren when fruit should be expected
b. But even worse, beyond fruit-bearing because they are dead and cut off from any
source of nourishment
3. “Raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame”
a. Likethe flotsam and jetsam spewed by the waves
b. Sother shame comesforth by their words and behavior
4. “Wandering starsfor whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever”
a.  Shining for amoment
b. But without direction or orbit, they will eventudly be gone forever!
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C. THEIR CONDEMNATION PROPHESIED LONG AGO... (14-15)
1. By Enoch, the man “who walked with God; and he was not, because God took him” - cf.
Gen 5:24
2. Enoch prophesied of the Lord's Coming...
a.  Coming with ten thousands of Hissaints (angels?) - cf. 1 Th 3:13; 2Th 1.7
b. Coming to execute judgment on dl - cf. 2 Th 1:8-9
c. Coming to convict dl who are ungodly (such as these ungodly dreamers)
1) Of their ungodly deeds committed in an ungodly way
2) Of harsh things spoken againgt the Lord by ungodly sinners

[So the judgment is sure upon these “ungodly dreamers’ who speek evil and defile the flesh. Buit if that
were not bad enough, we aso learn from Jude that...]

[I.THEY “REJECT AUTHORITY” (16,19)

A. EVIDENCED BY THE WAY THEY SPEAK...
1. We have seen that they were quick to spesk evil, contrary to gpostolic teaching
2. Jude s description of them as“murmurers, complainers’ aso shows alack of respect for
gpostolic authority - cf. 1 Co 10:10; Ph 2:14
3. Their use of flattery likewise was condemned by the apostles - cf. Ro 16:17-18

B. EVIDENCED BY THE WAY THEY WALK...
1. “Walking according to their own lusts’, as“ sensual persons’, clearly thiswasa
rejection of apostolic authority and teaching - cf. 1 Pe 2:11; 1:14
2. Thesamewastruein “ causngdivisons” - Ro 16:17-18

CONCLUSION

1.

The last phrase of ver se 19 truly sums up the condition of these “ungodly dreamers’: “...not

having the Spirit”

a. Yes whenthey “defile the flesh, rglect authority, and speak evil...” - Ju 8

b. They demondrate that they are walking “ according to the lusts of the flesh”, not
“according to the Spirit” - cf. Ga5:16-23

The end of these “ungodly dreamers’ is clearly stated in the Scriptures...

a. Asemphasized by the gpostle Paul: “those who practice such thingswill not inherit the
kingdom of God” - Ga 5:21

b. Asdated by Peter: “...to whom the gloom of darknessisreserved forever.” - 2 Pe 2:17

c. Asdated by Jude: “...for whom isreserved the blackness of darknessforever” - Ju 15

In our next study, we shdl condder Jude' s counsel on how we can avoid being mided by such
“ungodly dreamers’

Does Jude' s characterization of these “ungodly dreamers’ hit alittle too close to home in some areas?
If they do, why not make things right with God...?
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Exhortations To The Beloved
Jude 17-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Uptothispoint, Jude has established the “need” for his readersto contend earnestly for the faith...
a.  With reminders of God's righteous condemnation of the ungodly - Ju 5-7
b. With avivid depiction of the ungodly men who have crept in unnoticed - Ju 9-16,19

2. Now Jude provides a series of exhortations designed to make sure that they stand strong in the faith
“oncefor dl ddivered to thesants’ - Ju 17-23

3. Twicein these verses, Jude addresses his readers as “beloved” - Ju 17,20

a. Asan gppdlation, theterm “beloved” is used frequently in the Scriptures
1) ByPaulinRo012:19
2) By the author of Hebrews-He 6:9
3) ByPeaerinl1lPe2:11
4) By John-1Jn4:1,7,11
5) And by Jude at the beginning of hisepistiein Ju 3

b. It describes those so addressed as being very dear to the heart of the one using it

4. Itiswith suchlovein his heart that we find Jude giving the exhortations necessary to keep from
being mided by the ungodly

[Aswe consider these * Exhortations To The Beloved', let us bear in mind that as God' s children
wetoo are “beloved” (beloved of God - Ro 1:7) and that these exhortations are therefore directed to
usaswell. Thefirg exhortation, designed to keep us from sumbling, isto...]

|. REMEMBER THE WORDS SPOKEN BEFORE (17-18)

A. REMEMBER WHO SPOKE THEM...
1. They werethe gpostles of our Lord Jesus Christ
2. Thatis, those duly appointed and sent out by Jesus Himself
3. Toheed themisto heed the Lord Himsdlf - cf. Jn 13:20

B. REMEMBER WHAT THEY SAID...
1. That therewould be mockersin the last time - cf. 2 Pe 3:1-3
2. That they would walk according to their own ungodly lusts - cf. 2 Ti 3:1-5; 4:3-4

[For ustoday, we must remember what they wrote. Thisimplies diligent study of the Word of God on
our part. The need for such study isaso implied in the next exhortation...]

Il. BUILD YOURSELVESUPIN THE MOST HOLY FAITH (20)
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A. TO“BUILD UP” SUGGESTS GROWTH...
1. Itisnot enough to just lay down oneleve of knowledge and understanding
2. We must continue to build upon it, as Peter expressed it: “grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ” - 2 Pe 3:18
3. Wetherefore need to take advantage of opportunities to study and learn

B. TOBUILD UP“YOURSELVES’ SUGGESTS PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY ...
1. While God, family, and brethren will be there to encourage you
2. You must accept persond responsbility and make the effort

C. “THE MOST HOLY FAITH” ISTHAT “FAITH ONCE DELIVERED..”
1. Itisthat body of doctrine in which our persond faith isto rest
2. Itisthat body of doctrine which has been reveded “onetime for dl times’
3. Which of course pertainsto what our Lord Jesus Christ has done and will do for us!

[These firdt two exhortations stress the importance of our “continuing steadfadtly in the gposties
doctrine” (Ac 2:42), tha is, to study diligently and gpply the Word of God to our lives. But Bible study
aone will not suffice; thereisadso the need to...]

[II.PRAY INTHE HOLY SPIRIT (20)

A. PRAYER ISTHE NECESSARY COMPLEMENT TO THE WORD OF GOD...
1. By theWord of God, God speaksto us; by prayer, we speak to God
2. TheWord of God isasource of strength and comfort to us; but then, so also is prayer - cf.
Ph 4:6-7
3. Think of prayer and the Word of God as the “two legs” upon which our spiritud well-being
stands; both are need to be well-baanced in our spiritual growth

B. WHAT ISMEANT BY PRAYING “IN THE SPIRIT”?
1. Jude does not eaborate, nor does Paul, who uses the expression in Ep 6:18
2. But Paul does use the expresson “wak in the Spirit” (Ga 5:25), which suggests walking or
living according to the Spirit’ s direction as found in the Word of God
3. Perhaps “praying in the Spirit” smply emphasizes that our prayers be in harmony with what
the Spirit teaches in the Word of God, which is akin to what Johnwrotein 1 Jn 5:14

[Diligent Bible study and prayer are certainly essentid to keep from faling. But as we continue to
congder Jude' s “ Exhortations To The Beloved’, we learn there is more we need to do...]

IV.KEEP YOURSELVESIN THE LOVE OF GOD (21)

A. AGAIN, WE SEE THE NEED FOR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY...
1. Wearecdled upon to “keep yourselves...”
2. Theword for “keep” isthe same word trandated “preserved” in Ju 1
3. Sowhilewe are indeed “preserved in Jesus Chrigt”, our remaining preserved in Chrigt is
affected by our willing cooperation with God
4. As Peter wrote, we are “kept by the power of God through faith’ - 1 Pe 1.5
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a. Thepower of God isthe divine contribution to kegping us safe
b. Remaining fathful isthe human contribution to being kept safe

B. KEEPING OURSELVESIN GOD’'SLOVE...
1. Jesustaught that keeping the commandmentsis the key to abiding in God' slove
a. Itishow wewill be loved by our Father - Jn 14:21,23
b. Itishow wewill loved by the Son - Jn 15:9-10
2. Thisisnot legalism, but a smple recognition of the importance of doing what God (and
Christ) commands...
a.  Observing the commandments of Christ are an essentia element of recognizing the
Lord s authority and keeping the Great Commisson - Mt 28:18-20
b. Keeping the commandments of God is whét redly matters, asfar as Paul is concerned
-1Co7:19
3. Itisdso the ultimate proof that we love God and His children - cf. 1 Jn 5:2-3

[So to Bible study and prayer we must add the actual application of God’s Word to our livesif wewish
to keep from faling. But to avoid turning our efforts to keep the commandments of God into legdism or
thinking that we somehow earn our salvation, we need to heed the next exhortation...]

V. LOOK FOR THE MERCY OF OUR LORD (21)

A. WE MUST ALWAYSBE LOOKING FORWARD...
1. Looking forward to “the blessed hope and glorious gppearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Chrig” - cf. Ti 2:11-13
2. Looking forward to “the coming of the day of God” - 2 Pe 3:10-12
3. Looking for that “new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” - 2 Pe 3:
13-14

B. ESPECIALLY ASIT PERTAINSTO ETERNAL LIFE AND MERCY....
1. Eternd lifeisnot something we earn, but is gracioudy given in Chrigt Jesus - Ro 6:23
2. Weae saved, not by works of righteousness, but according to mercy, that we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternd- Ti 3:4-7
3. Thus, the prayer that Paul had for Ones phorus should be the prayer that we dl have for
oursalves. “ The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that
Day” -2Ti 1:18

[The final exhortation speaks not so much to what we can do to keep oursalves from falling, but what
we should do to save othersin danger...]

VI.BE COMPASSIONATE, WITH FEAR (22-23)

A. THE NEED FOR COMPASSION...
1. Firg, to save oursalves, for mercy will only be shown to the merciful - Ja 2:13
2. But dso to save those who are in danger
a. Compassonis needed to move usto action - c¢f. Mt 9:36-10:1
a. Compassion is needed to properly handle those in danger - Ga 6:1; 2 Ti 2:24-25

The Epistle Of Jude 20




Mark A. Copeland

B. THE NEED FOR FEAR...
1. Lest webecaught up inthe same error of thewicked - cf. Ga 6:1
2. That we might be motivated to persuade those in danger of being lost - ¢f. 2 Co 5:10-11

CONCLUSION

1. Herethen are Jude sfind “ Exhortations To The Beloved' ...
a. Remember the words spoken before (17-18)

Build yoursdlves up in the mogt haly faith (20)

Pray in the spirit (20)

Keep yoursalvesin the love of God (21)

Look for the mercy of our Lord (21)

Be compassionate, with fear (22-23)

0 Q0o

2. These exhortations might easily be cdled:
a “How To Keep From Faling’
b. “How To Contend Earnestly For The Faith’
--  For that iswhat Jude is seeking to do in writing these words of exhortation

3. Do we not see the need for heeding these same exhortations ourselves?
a. Do we not face the same danger today?
b. Do we not desire the same blessings promised to the origina recipients of this letter?

4. May these words of Jude to his beloved serve as aguide for ustoday...
a.  Imagine the blessadness of a congregation in which every member is heeding these exhortations!
b. Imagine the blessedness of seeing everyone in this congregation receiving the mercy of the Lord
on that Day!

Beloved, are you keeping yoursalvesin the love of God today by keeping His commandments...?
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Jude's Closing Doxology
Jude 24-25

INTRODUCTION

1.

In the course of his short epistle, Jude has had to write some necessary, and to some degree,
unplessant things...

P oo oW

A pleato contend earnestly for the faith - Ju 3

A warning about ungodly men who have crept in unnoticed - Ju 4

A reminder of God'’ s righteous condemnation in times past - Ju 5-7

A description of the depravity of the ungodly dreamers - Ju 8-16

Counsel on how to keep from sumbling - Ju 17-23

One might think that such unpleasant tasks would leave him in a depressed state of mind

Y et we find that Jude is moved to end his epistle with a“ doxology” ...

a
b.

Inu

a
b.

The word means“ An expression of praiseto God”

Doxologies are common in Scripture

1) Usudly at the end of an epidtle - cf. Ro 16:25-27

2) Sometimesin the middle of one- cf. Ep 3:20-21

The format of adoxology is usudly in two parts

1) An addressto the one being praised, including reasons for the praise being offered
2) Theexpresson of prase itsdf

Jude’s Closing Doxology” (24-25), wefind this epistle closng..
On avery high note, not in doubt and fear
With a beautiful expresson of faith and hope

That we might be sure to live with a strong assurance of faith and hope, let’ s take afew momentsto
caefully examine this“expression of praise’ preserved for usin this epistle

[Jude begins his doxology by describing...]

THE PERSON TO WHOM PRAISE ISASCRIBED (24-25a)

A.

“TOHIM WHO ISABLE..”
1. “tokeep you from stumbling”
a That Godisinview isevident from ver se 25
b. But the emphasis appears to be on His ability to keep us from “sumbling”
1) “sumbling” does not refer to the occasionad sin
2) But to sumble so asto fdl avay completdly - cf. 2 Pe 1:10
c. Thisisreassuring in an epilefilled with warning about ungodly men who would seek to
lead one astray
d. God'sahility to kegp us from sumbling was implied a the very beginning of this epigtle
-cf. Jul (“preservedin Jesus Christ” )
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e. But aswe have suggested in previous lessons, our faith must cooperate with God' s
power if we are to keep from “sgumbling” - cf. 1 Pe 1.5; 2 Pe 1.5-11
f.  Indeed, we must heed the exhortations given by Jude himsdf:
1) “Remember the words spoken before...” - Ju 17
2) *“building yoursdves up on your mogt holy faith’ - Ju 20
3) “praying inthe Holy Spirit” - Ju 20
4) “keep yoursdvesinthelove of God - Ju 21
5) *“looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Chrigt unto eternd life” - Ju 21
g. If we continue in faith, heeding such exhortations, we know that God is able to keep us
from fdling!
h. God sahility is stressed by Paul in his“doxology” - cf. Ep 3:20-21
2. “to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy”
a. Here, thefocusison God s ability to produce the ultimate god of redemption
b. That godl is expressed here as presenting us before God...
1) “faultless’
a) AsPaul expresseditin Ep 5:27...
1] “not having spot or wrinkleor any such thing”
2] “holy and without blemish”
b) Thisisnecessary if we areto be permitted in the presence of God's glory
2) “with exceeding joy”
a) Without a doubt thiswill be the condition of those so blessed!
b) But let’s not discount the joy God will experience when He sees His redeemed
onesat last!
c. Through Hisdivine providence, God will bring His scheme of redemption to pass - cf.
R0 8:28-30

B. “TOGOD..”

1. “our Savior”
a. At thispoint Jude is about to ascribe praise to God
b. Sothisphrase may be asummary description of what was stated in ver se 24
c. l.e,that the God who is ableto keegp us from stumbling and present us faultlessis truly

our Savior!

2. “whoaloneiswise’
a. Hiswisdomisseenin His ability to keep us from sumbling and present us faultless
b. Agan, asummary description of God inview of ver se 24

[Having described God, Jude proceeds to offer hispraise. A feature noted in Jude' s epidtleis hislove
of triplets...

- His description of hisreaders-Ju 1

- His prayer for them - Ju 2

- Histhree examples of God' s righteous condemnation - Ju 5-7

- His prdiminary description of the ungodly dreamers-Ju 8

- Histhree examples of Old Testament gpostates - Ju 11

- His summary description of the ungodly dreamers-Ju 19

- His threefold exhortation to his beloved - Ju 20-21
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Now in His doxology, we find one more triplet, actudly atriplet of doublets, being used in..]

II. THE PRAISE ASCRIBED TO GOD (25b)

A. “GLORY AND MAJESTY" ...
1. “glory” comesfrom “doxa” {dox’-ah}, and isused to suggest dignity and honor
2. “majesty” comesfrom “ megalosune” {meg-al-0-so0’-nay}, meaning “greatness’
3. Thesetermsare closaly related in concept, suggesting that which isworthy of awe, praise,
and worship
--  Thus Jude seeksto have dl glory and magjesty given to God

B. “DOMINION AND POWER" ...
1. “dominion” isfrom “kratos” {krat’-os}, and means“might, power, srength’
2. “power” isfrom “exousia” {ex-00-see’-ah}, and refers to “authority, jurisdiction, liberty,
power, right, strength’
3. Also dosdly rated in concept, the use of these words demondtrates that Jude recognizes
that it is God who rightly deserves and exercises authority over dl
-- Not only does he recognize it, it is his fervent prayer thet it continue (as we read on...)

C. “BOTH NOW AND FOREVER"....
1. Jude sfervent prayer isthat dominion and power, glory and mgesty remain God's
2. Not just for the present, but for eternity!

CONCLUSION

1. Withasngleword (“amen’, i.e., “so beit”), Jude ends his doxology and the epistle itsdlf

2. Andsoitwill be...
a. Despitethe efforts of any to turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny the only
Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ
b. God will bring into judgment dl who are ungodly
c. God will preservein Jesus Chrig dl who remain faithful to Him
1) God will keep them from stumbling
2) God will present them faultless before His presence with exceeding joy

3. AndtoHim will be...
a. Glory and mgesty
b. Dominion and power
...both now and forever!

But brethren, for us to enjoy the blessedness promised the faithful, we must heed Jude' s call...

- Toremember the words spoken before
- To build oursalves up on our most holy faith
- Topray in theHoly Spirit
- To keep ourselvesin thelove of God
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- Tolook for themercy of our Lord Jesusunto eternal life
- To extend compassionate effort to those in danger

..for only then will it be true that we heeded the exhortation “to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints’!
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