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The Epistle Of James
Introduction To The Epistle

INTRODUCTION

Lo

Not everybody who grows old, grows up; there is avast difference between age and maturity

2. ldedly, the older we are, the more mature we should be; but too often the ideal does not become
thereal!

3. Theresault is problems -- problemsin persond lives, in homes, and in churches...
a. Problemsin these areas are caused by immaturity more than by anything else
b. If Chrisianswould just grow up, they would become victor s instead of victims

4. The Epistle of James was written to help us understand and attain spiritual maturity...
a. “..that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” (Ja 1:4)
b. Orastrandated by J. B. Phillips: “...any you find you have become men of mature character,
men of integrity withnowesk ~ spots”

5. With thislesson, we shdl begin a series of expository lessons based upon The Epistle of James,
which | hope will hdp usdl to reech thisgod of spiritud maturity!

6. Beginning astudy of abook of the Bible is something like preparing for atrip...you like to know
ahead of time:
a. Whereyou are going
b. What you can expect to see
-- S0 perhapsthe best way to launch a study of The Epistle of Jamesisto answer some
important questions

[Thefirst question is...]

l. WHO WASJAMES?

A. SEVERAL MEN BORE THISNAME IN NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY ...
1. James, son of Zebedee and brother of John
a. A fisherman, hewas cdled by Chrigt - Mt 4:17-22
b. Together with John, they were nicknamed “Sons of Thunder” because of ther
impulsveness - cf. Mk 3:17 with Lk 9:51-56
c. Killedby Herodin44 A.D. -Ac12:1-2
2. James, son of Alphaeus
a. Another of the gpostles- Mt 10:3; Ac 1:12
b. Vey littleis known about him
c. Thereisno indication that this James wrote the epistle
3. James, father of Judasthe apostle
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a. Heiseven more obscure
b. Oneof thefew referencesto himisfoundin Lk 6:16
4. James, the brother of our Lord
a Heisthe mog likely candidate for the author of this episiie
b. Eventhough he humbly identifies himsdf only as“a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Ja1:1)
c. That Jesus had a brother named Jamesis evident - Mt 13:55
1) Who ét firg did not believe in Jesus - Jn 7:5
2) But after the resurrection of Jesus and an gppearance by Jesusto him, he became a
disciple-1 Co15:7; Ac1:14
3) Eventudly becoming aleader of the church in Jerusdlem - Ga 2:9
a) When Peter was ddlivered from prison, he sent a special message to James
- Ac12:17
b) He played an important role in the conference at Jerusdem - Ac 15:13-33
¢) When Paul visted Jerusdem, it was to James that he brought greetings - Ac 21
18-19

B. WHAT KIND OF MAN WAS JAMES...?

1. Hemus have been adeeply spiritua man to gain such prominence in the church at
Jerusdem

2. Tradition tells usthat he was a man of prayer
a. Thismay explain the emphads on prayer in his letter
b. Itwassad that he prayed so much, his knees were as hard asa came’ sl

3. Again, tradition tdls us that James was martyred in 62 A.D.
a. That he was cast down from the temple, and then beaten to death with clubs
b. That ashedied, he likewise prayed “ Father, forgive them, for they know not whét they

do.”

[1t most likely this man who wrote the epistle bearing hisname. The next questioniis...]

II. TOWHOM DID JAMESWRITE THISEPISTLE?

A. “TO THE TWELVE TRIBESWHICH ARE SCATTERED ABROAD...” (Ja1:1)
1. Jameswrote to Jews living outsde the land of Pdestine
a “Twevetribes’ most probably refersto people of Isradl, the Jewish nation - Ac 26:6-7
b. Sincethe Assyrian and Babylonian captivities, many of the Jews were scattered
throughout different nations - cf. Ac 2:5-11
2. Jameswrote his|letter to Christian Jews
a. At least nineteen times he addresses them as* brethren’
b. That these were brethren “in the Lord” and not just brethren “in the fled’ is evident
fromJa2:1

B. ITISLIKELY THAT MANY OF THESE CHRISTIAN JEWSWERE POOR AND
OPPRESSED...
1. Being Jews, they would often be rgjected by Gentiles
2. Being Chrigtian Jews, they would aso be rejected by many of their own countrymen
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3. Theletter indicates that most of these believers were poor, and some were being oppressed
by therich - Ja 2:6-7

[Another quetion is...]

[I.WHY DID JAMESWRITE THISEPISTLE?

A. THE EPISTLE SUGGESTSTHAT PEOPLE WERE HAVING PROBLEMSIN
THEIR PERSONAL LIVESAND IN THE CHURCH...
1. They were going through difficult trids

They were facing temptationsto Sn

They were hearers, but not necessarily doers

Some were catering to the rich, others were oppressed by therich

Some were competing for positionsin the church

Improper use of the tongue was a problem, as was worldliness

Some were draying from the faith

Noahs~WDN

B. THESE PROBLEMSARE NOT MUCH DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OFTEN
BESETTING CONGREGATIONSTODAY ...
1. Arethere not in churches people who are suffering for one reason or another?
2. Arethere not members who tak one way, but wak another?
3. Isnot worldliness a serious problem?
4. Arethere not Chrigtians who cannot control their tongues?
-- It appearsthat Jamesisdealing with very “up-to-date” problems!

C. BUT JAMESWASNOT DISCUSSING AN ARRAY OF UNRELATED
PROBLEMS...
1. All of these problems had acommon cause: piritual immaturity
a. These Chrigians were in need of “growing up”
b. Look again a some the problems dedt with and you can see that each one of them is
characterigtic of little children:
1) Impdaiencein difficulties-Ja 1:1-4
2) Tdking but not living the truth - Ja 2: 14ff
3) Lack of control over the tongue - Ja 3: 1ff
4) Hghting and coveting - Ja 4: 1ff
5) Collecting materid “toys” - Ja 5: 1ff
2. Thisgivesusasdrong hint asto the basic theme of thisepisle Marks Of Maturity In
The Chrigtian Life
a. Infact, James usesthe word “perfect” severd times, aword that means “mature,
complete’
b. By theexpresson “aperfect man’ (3:2), James did not mean a sinless man, but rather
one who is mature, balanced, one who is “grown-up”

D. AND SO JAMESWRITESTO FULFILL A GREAT NEED: THAT OF SPIRITUAL
MATURITY...
1. Spiritual maturity isone of the greastest needs in churches today
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a.  Godislooking for mature men and women to carry on Hiswork, and sometimes al He
can find are little children who cannot even get dong with each other!
b. Asone person said, “Too many churches are playpens for babies instead of workshops
for adults”
2. Jameswrote to meet this need, so hisepidtleisvery relevant today!

[Findly, the last question to consider...]

IV.HOW CAN WE GET THE MOST OUT OF THISEPISTLE?

A. FIRST, WE MUST BE “BORN AGAIN" ...

1. Apat from spiritua birth there can be no spiritua maturity

2. James writes with assumption his readers have been born again - Ja 1: 18

3. This“rebirth’ is brought about by obedience to the Word of God - 1 Pe 1:22-23

4. ltinvolvesbeing “born again of water and Spirit” - Jn 3:5 (traditionaly understood to refer
to baptism, cf. Mk 16:16; Ti 3:5)

5. Soto benefit the most of this study, we must have been born again through obedience to the
truth - cf. Ac 2:38-39

B. SECOND, WE MUST HONESTLY EXAMINE OURSELVESIN THE LIGHT OF
GOD’'SWORD...
1. James compares the Word of God to amirror - Ja 1: 22ff
2. Aswe study the Word...
a. Wearelooking into the divine mirror
b. And seeing oursdvesasweredly are
3. Wemust be honest about what we see and not merely glance at the image and wak away

C. THIRD, WE MUST OBEY WHAT GOD TEACHES, NO MATTER THE COST...
1. Wemust be“doers’ of the Word, and not “hearers’ only
2. The"blessng” doesnot comein studying the Word, but in doing the Word - Ja 1:25

D. FOURTH, WE MUST BE PREPARED FOR SOME EXTRA TRIALSAND
TESTING...
1. Whenever we are serious about spiritual growth, the enemy gets serious about opposing us!
2. Butif you wish to develop patience, you should expect sometrids-Ja 1:3
3. However, intheend it will beworthit! - Ja 1:12

E. FINALLY,WE MUST MEASURE OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH BY THE WORD
OF GOD...
1. We should not measure ourselves by comparing ourselves to others - cf. 2 Co 10:12
2. But by the Word of God, and by the Son of God!

CONCLUSION

1. Remember, not everyone who grows old, grows up...
a. Thereisoften avad difference between age and maturity
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b. Just because a Christian has been saved 10, 20, or 60 years does not guarantee that he or she
ismature in the Lord

2. Mature Chrigians are:
a. Happy Chrigians, despite the trids they face
b. Useful Chrigtians, overcoming the temptations that cross their path
c. Chrigians who help encourage others and build their local churches

Aswe study The Epidtle of James together, may we with God's help grow and mature together...

Note: Much of the materid for this introduction was adapted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wier she, pages 334-337.
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A Servant Of God
And TheLord Jesus Christ

James1:1

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour introductory study, we concluded that James, the Lord’ s brother, was most likely the author

2. If thisisso, then it isinteresting that James does not identify himsdlf as such, but rather assmply “a
servant of God and of theLord JesusChrigt” - Ja1:1

3. Perhagpsit was acase of humility; yet, caling himsdf a“servant” was not peculiar to James...
a. Paul described himsdf assuchaswel -Ro 1:1; Ph 1:1
b. Sodid Peter (2 Pe 1:1) and Jude (Ju 1)

4. Why did these men refer to themsdves as “servants’...?
a. The Greek term (doulos) literdly means“adave’
b. Why use such aterm to describe themsdlves?
c. And why should we think of oursdves as“servants’?

[Inthislesson, | shal explain why, and make some other observations concerning the idea of being a
servant. [First of dl...]

|. BEING A SERVANT ISWHAT A DISCIPLE OF JESUSISCALLED TO BE

A. JESUSSTRESSED THISTRUTH ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS...
1. While pointing out the faults of the scribes and Pharisees - Mt 23:8-12
2. During the Last Supper, with avivid demondration of servitude - Jn 13:12-17
3. Even by His own example, as He came to serve - Mt 20:25-28; Ph 2:5-8

B. SPECIFICALLY, WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE...
1. God-Jal:l, He9:14

2. JesusChrist-Jal:1; 2Co4:1

3. Righteousness- R0 6:17-18

4. Eachother - Ga5:13; 1 Co0 9:19-23

[The early Chrigtians cdled themsdalves “servants’, because that is what they were! But what is so good
about being a“servant”? For onething...]

II. BEING A SERVANT ISA MARK OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY

A. ANIMMATURE PERSON ISUSUALLY VERY SELFISH...
1. For example, newborn babies are very egocentrical
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2. Normdly, as people grow older, they begin to concern themselves with the needs of others
a. If they do, they are becoming mature
b. If they remain sHfigh, it isan indication of immeaturity

B. A PERSON WHO SERVESOTHERS...
1. Iscertainly not sdfish, but concerned with the needs of others
2. And thereby demongtrates mature behavior

C. JAMES DESCRIPTION OF HIMSELF FITSIN VERY WELL WITH THE THEME
OF HISEPISTLE...
1. Remember, thethemeis Marks Of Spiritual Maturity
2. By being asarvant, Jamesis demondrating his own spiritua maturity
3. And we can make the point that one of the marks of spiritud maturity istruly being “ a
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”!

[Arewe trying to be servants of God, and of His Son, the Lord Jesus Chrigt? If so, then we are on the
road to spiritud maturity! But before we answer too hadtily, let’s consider that...]

[11.BEING A SERVANT HASSEVERAL IMPLICATIONS

A. ITIMPLIES*ABSOLUTE OBEDIENCE”"...

1. Inadave-mader reaionship...
a. Thedave knows no law but his master’ s word
b. Hehasnorights of hisown
c. Heisthe absolute possession of his master
d. Heisbound to give his master unquestioning obedience

2. Doesthisdescribe our relationship to Christ?
a. Itshould, especidly inlight of 1 Co 6:19-20
b. We haveto cometo Jesus on HIS terms, not our own - Lk 6:46; Mt 7:21

B. ITIMPLIES“ABSOLUTE HUMILITY”...
1. Otherwise, absolute obedience is not possible
a.  When we have a humble opinion of ourselves, we are receptive to the idea of complete
obedience
b. For example, consder Paul’s sdf-estimation - 1 Co 15:9-10; Ep 3:8; 1 Ti 1:15
2. Doesthis describe our rdationship to Christ and His Will?
a Jesussaditshould! -Lk 17:10
b. Butif we murmur or complain about what Jesus tells us to do, can we redly be
considered “servants’?

C. ITIMPLIES*“ABSOLUTE LOYALTY”...
1. Sincewe become servants fredly, it should be expected that we:
a. Aretobeloyd to Himfirg - cf. Ga 1:10
b. Do not consder our own profit or preference important, but that of the One we fredy
servel
2. Butitisamazing how anyone can clam to be servants of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, while:
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a. Complaning about having to do the will of God
b. Beng negligent or dothful in carrying out Hiswill
3. But some act as though they are being forced againg their own will!

a. They don't “haveto” servethe Lord Jesus...
1) Of course the dternative is not very inviting
2) If wedon't serve Jesus, by default we serve Satan, and are destined for hell!

b. But God by His grace has offered salvation, and how dare we ever grumble or
complain that He cals usto life of servicein grateful gppreciation!

[These are some of the implications of being called a“servant”. It iscostly in terms of service, pride,
and dlegiance. But consder dso that...]

IV.BEING A SERVANT ISA GREAT HONOR

A. FAR FROM BEING A TITLE OF DISHONOR, IT WASTHE TITLE BY WHICH
THE GREATEST MEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WERE KNOWN...
1. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob - Deu 9:27 (“Thy servants’)

Moses - 1 Kin 8:53 (“Thy servant”)

Joshua - Josh 24:29 (“Servant of the Lord”)

Caleb - Num 14:24 (“My servant”)

Job - Job 1:8 ("My sarvant™)

Isaiah - 1sa 20:3 (“My servant™)

The prophets - Jer 7:25 (“My servants’)

Nooas~WD

B. HOW WONDERFUL IT WOULD BE IF GOD LOOKED UPON USAS
COMPANIONS OF THESE GREAT MEN...
1. Who found freedom, peace, and glory!
2. Who found it in perfect submission to the Will of God!

CONCLUSION

1. Hewill, if we arewilling to accept the call to serve Him and His Son Jesus Christ with...
a. Absolute obedience
b. Absolute humility
c. Absoluteloydty

2. And when we are serving God, His Son Jesus Chrigt, and even each other in this manner, we are
making greet strides towards spiritual maturity!

“_..aservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”

Can thisbe said of us?
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Turning TrialsInto Triumph
James 1:2-8

INTRODUCTION

1. Perhapsyou have seen the bumper sticker: “When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade!”

2. ltiseader to amile at that statement than to practice it, but the basic philosophy is sound...
a. Infa,itisBiblicd
b. Throughout the Bible are people who turned defeet into victory and trids into triumph
c. Instead of being victims, they became victors

3. The Epidle of Jamestells usthat we can have this same experience today!
a. Whether we are dedling with trials on the outsde
b. Or temptations on theinsde
-- Through faith in God and Jesus Chrigt we can experience victory!

4. Thekey toturning tridsinto triumph isto obey four imperdtives
a Count-Jal?2
b. Know-Jal:3
c. Let-Jal4
d. Ask-Jal:5-8

[Starting with ver setwo, then, let’ slook at the first imperative...]

. “COUNT IT ALL JOY WHEN YOU FALL INTO VARIOUSTRIALS’ (1:2)

A. NOTICE THAT JAMESASSUMESTHAT WE WILL EXPERIENCE TRIALS...
1. Hedoesn't say “if" but “whert’
2. Thisisbecause Chrigtians must expect trids
a. Sosad Jesus-Jn 16:33
b. Paul dso-Ac14:22
3. Thenature of thesetrids are “vaious’
a. Sometrids come smply because we are human
1) Sickness, accidents
2) Disappointments, degth
b. Other trids come because we are Christians-1 Pe 4:12; 2 Ti 3:12
4. But because Satan fights us, and the world opposes us, we can expect tria sl

B. WHAT ISTO BE THE CHRISTIAN’SRESPONSE? - “COUNT IT ALL JOY!” ...

1. Thiswas the atitude of:
a Theaposles-Ac5:41
b. Paul -R05:3; Ph 2:17-18
c. TheChrigians-1 Pe 1:6-8; 4:12-14
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2. Sothefirg gep to turning tridsinto triumphisto: Immediately thank God and adopt a
joyful attitude!

[“But how,” we may ask, “isit possibleto rgoicein the midst of trids?” The second imperativein
ver se 3 explains how...]

II. “KNOWING THAT THE TESTING OF YOUR FAITH PRODUCES PATIENCE” (1:3)

A. THE RIGHT KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE VALUE OF TRIALSMAKESIT
POSSIBLE TO HAVE A JOYFUL ATTITUDE...
1. Weareto understand that:
a Tridstes our fath
b. Faithtested can bring out the best in ud
1) Jus asfirepurifiesgold - 1 Pe 1:7
2) Judt astraining makes the athlete stronger
2. With this understanding, we can have joy in trids because we know that:
a. Tedingworksfor us, not againg us- cf. 2 Co 4:17
b. Tridsrightly used hep usto mature

B. SPECIFICALLY, FAITH TESTED PRODUCES*“ PATIENCE”"...
1. NoticeR05:3-4
2. IntheBible..
a. “Patience’ isnot a passve acceptance of circumstances
b. The Greek word is hupomone
1) Fromthe preposition hupo (under), and meno (to remain, to abide)
2) It denotes the ahility to exhibit steadfastness and constancy in the face of the most
formidable difficulty!
c. Itisacourageous perseverancein the face of suffering!
d. Itisthe continuing on even when it is rough, despite the circumstances
3. Suchaqudity of steadfastness can come only through experiencing trias
4. Thevdueof devdoping patience will be seen shortly...

[Having this understanding about what trids can accomplish enables us to have ajoyful attitude toward
such trids. But to redly benefit from our trids, we must aso obey the third imperative found in ver se
four...]

1. LET PATIENCE HAVE ITSPERFECT WORK” (1:4)

A. TOTRULY TURN TRIALSINTO TRIUMPH, WE MUST LET PATIENCEDOITS
WORK...
1. Too often, we want to get our trids or difficulties over with quickly
2. But there are times when the best courseisto bear up under the trial patiently
a. Ingead of grumbling and complaning...
b. ...patiently endurethetrid, doing good despite the trid

B. FOR WHEN PATIENCE HASHAD AN OPPORTUNITY TOWORK, IT
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PRODUCESMATURITY...!
1. Theword perfect does not mean sinlessness, but “completeness, wholeness, maturity”
2. Inthe New Testament, it is used of those who:
a. Have attained to spiritua manhood in Christ
b. Have reached full maturity and underganding in spiritud matters
c. Arenolonger “babes’ and immature personsin Christ
3. Such maturity comes only when patience has had time to work!
a. Condder, for example, an endurance runner in histraining
1) To beamature runner requires letting patience do its work
2) Thatis patiently running mile after milein training
b. If wewishto runtheracewdl spiritudly speaking, we need to develop patience
1) Which comes only through aform of spiritud “resstance training”
2) Thatis tridsinwhich our faith is put to the test!

[Letting patience have its perfect work isnot easy. It certainly requires wisdom which enables usto see
the vaue of our trids. This brings us to the fourth imperative necessary to turn trids into triumph, found
inversesfivetoeight..]

IV.“LET HIM ASK OF GOD” (1:5-8)

A. IFWE LACK WISDOM, ASK FOR IT FROM GOD...!
1. Hehaspromised to giveit liberdly
2. And Hewill not reproach us for making such arequest
3. Even as Solomon' s request for wisdom was well-pleasing to God - 1 Kin 3:7-12

B. WHAT EXACTLY ISTHISWISDOM...?
1. We should be careful to distinguish “wisdont’ from “knowledge”
a.  Knowledge involves information, facts, etc.
b. Wisdomisthe ability or insght to properly use those factsin the most expeditious way
2. Falureto understand this distinction has led many into error!
a. Many bdieve that this passage (Ja 1:5-8) teaches that God will give knowledge
concerning His Will in answer to prayer
b. But knowledge comes only through His Word; we must carefully studly it if we would
know the Will of God!
c. However, the wisdom to properly use His Word can be received through prayer

C. THEWISDOM TO PROPERLY USE TRIALSAND TURN THEM INTO
TRIUMPH CAN LIKEWISE COME THROUGH “PROPER” PRAYER...
1. Proper prayer isthat asked in faith and with no doubt
2. Otherwise, the prayer will not be answered by God

CONCLUSION

1. Sohereisthekey to turning tridsinto triumph:
a. Having the knowledge and perspective that adversity can accomplish much good
b. Letting the patient enduring of adversity accomplish its work
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c. All thewhile usng thewisdom God givesin answer to prayer to help put it dl together
2. Whenthisisdone, even trids can be a source of joy for the Chrigian!
Have we learned to make lemonade out of our lemonsin life?

Note: Much of the materid for this outline was adapted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wier she, pages 337-340.
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Trials Of Poverty And Wealth
James 1:9-11

INTRODUCTION

1. Jameshas dready discussed how we can turn trids into triumph, dedling with tridsin generd - Ja
1:2-8

2. InJa1:9-11, he discusses specificaly the trids of being poor and being rich, and the attitudes we
should have

3. Inthislesson, we shal concentrate our atention on Ja 1:9-11 and passages el sewhere which ded
with the subject of poverty and wedlth

[Let’s begin by noticing that both weelth and poverty can be a problem...]

|. THE TRIALSOF POVERTY AND WEALTH (cf. Pro 30:7-9)

A. IN “POVERTY”, WE MAY BE TEMPTED TO CURSE GOD...
1. Like Job'swife wanted her husband to do, when they had lost everything - Job 2:9
2. And as many do today when things don't go well

B. IN“WEALTH”, WE MAY BE TEMPTED TO FORGET GOD...
1. AsGod warned Isradl that it might happen to them - Deu 8:10-14,17
2. Andasit did in fact happen to them - Hos 13:5-6

[Having seen that both poverty and wedlth have their own potentid for causing problems, let’s now
consider...]

II. THE REASONS FOR JOY IN POVERTY OR WEALTH (Ja 1:9-11)

A. IFWE ARE “POOR”, THEN WE CAN REJOICE THAT WE HAVE BEEN
“EXALTED”...!
1. God has chosen the “poor” to berich in faith - 1sa 66:1-2; Ja 2:5
a. Itisthe poor who first had the gospe preached to them - Lk 4:18
b. Itisthe poor dave who becomes Chridt’s “freedman’ - 1 Co 7:21-22
2. Soevenif poor, we can dill be “spiritudly rich’ and on par with dl Chrigians - cf. Re 2:
8-9

B. IFWE ARE “RICH”, THEN WE CAN REJOICE THAT WE HAVE BEEN
“HUMBLED”...!
1. Therichare“humbled’ by their:
a. Becoming Chri’s“dave” - 1 Co 7:21-22
b. Being placed on an equa par with dl Chrigtians...in which riches mean nothing - cf. Re
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3:11-19

2. Why itisgood that therich be so “humbled”...

a Richesaretemporary - Ja 1:10-11; Pro 23:1-5; 1 Ti 6:17

b. Riches are unable to redeem our souls - Psa 49:6-9,13-20

c. Theloveof money isa“quagmire’ and a source of “sdf-inflicted injuries’ - 1 Ti 6:9-10
3. Inother words, it isgood that in coming to Jesus Christ we find these things out...

a.  Or we might have made the same mistake many make today

b. Thinking that money provides true security (remember therich fool?- Lk 12:13-21)

CONCLUSION

1. Eveninthetridsof poverty or wedlth, there can be a cause for rgoicing!

2. For Jesusis“The Great Equalizer” ...
a. Bxdting the poor who arerich in faith
b. Humbling the wedthy by basing their sdvation not on wedlth, but on that which cannot be
bought: the blood of Jesus and the obedience of a humble and contrite spirit

3. Keeping these thoughtsin mind will help us learn to be content in whatever financid conditions we
may find oursalves, as Paul wrote:

“Not that | speak in regard to need, for | have learned in whatever state | am,
to be content: | know how to be abased, and | know how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things | have learned both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need. | can do all things through Christ who
strengthensme.” (Ph 4:11-13)

The important question is not “How rich are you?” but “How rich in faith are you?’
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The Christian And Temptations
James 1:12-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Oneof the grestest chalenges of living the Chridtian life is deding with “temptations”

2. Thisisespecidly truefor new Chrigians:
a. For it can be frudrating to know that your sins have been forgiven...
b. ..only toimmediately find yoursdf bombarded by temptations to continue in your Sns

3. InJa 1:12-18, wefind helpful wordsfor the Chrigian in the form of ...
a. A promiseto those who endure temptations
b. A caution not to wrongfully impugn the source of those temptations
c. Anunderganding of how sin develops

[Aswe begin with ver se 12, we natice...]

|. THE PROMISE (12)

A. THE MAN WHO ENDURESTEMPTATION WILL BE “BLESSED” ...
1. The Greek word for “blessed” is“ makarios”
2. Which means “happy, blessed”
3. Thenature of the happiness enjoyed is described as the verse continues...

B. FOR AFTER HE HASBEEN “PROVED” HE WILL RECEIVE “THE CROWN OF
LIFE"...
1. Thepromiseisthat of “eend life”
2. Thepromiseisgiven by Him Who cannot lie- cf. Ti 1:2
3. Thepromiseis given to those who “demongtrate”’ (prove) their love for God by their
endurance of the temptations

[And so, to Chrigtians facing temptations, first we have an encouraging word. As we read on, though,
we notice aword of caution...]

Il. THE CAUTION (13, 16-18)

A. LET NO ONE SAY THEY ARE TEMPTED BY GOD... (13)
1. Thatis, to blame God for their temptations
2. For Godisso haly:
a. He cannot be tempted by evil
b. Nor does He tempt anyone to do evil

B. SO DON'T BE DECEIVED INTO SUCH THINKING... (16-18)
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=

God is the source of good, not evil!

Every good and perfect gift comes from Him!

3. Asanexample, it was of His Own Will that He brought us forth

a. Which Hedid by the “word of truth” (the gospd) - cf. 1 Pe 1:22-23

b. Sowemight beakind of “firg fruits’ (the “cream of the crop”) of His creatures

N

[This being true, certainly God would not tempt us with evil! In fact, through the words of James God
gives usingght into the development of sn which can help usto overcomesn.. ]

I[II.THE UNDERSTANDING (14-15)

A. HOW SIN DEVELOPS...
1. Thefirst stageistemptation (14)
a. Thisgageinvolvestwo things
1) Lust (dedres, NKJV) - astrong desire for something
2) Enticement - an opportunity and encouragement to satisfy the desire
b. Putinto amathematicd formula Temptation = Desire + Opportunity
c. E.g,asmdl boy istempted to steal some cookies...
1) When he wants them (desire)
2) And has agood chance to get them and not be seen (opportunity)
d. But remember, itisnot asn to be tempted - cf. the example of Jesus, He 4:15
2. Thesecond stagein the development of sin issin itself (15)
a. Temptation leadsto Sn only when you yield and act upon it
b. Sintherefore requiresthe added step of action
c. Putting it againin mathematicd terms. Sin = Desire + Opportunity + Action
3. Thefinal stageisthe consequence of unforgivensin: Death (15)
a. Thisrefersto spiritud separation from God, which isthe “wages of Sn” - Ro 6:23
b. Ultimately such “death’ involves eternd punishment - Re 21:8
c. Putting it once more in the form of an equation: Desire + Opportunity + Action +
No For giveness = Punishment!

[Sin and Satan will have overcome if we receive thisfina punishment. But with this understanding of
how sin develops, we arein a better position to overcome ain...]

B. HOW TO OVERCOME SIN...
1. Changeour desires
a. Sincethisiswhere the process of Sn begins, it isthe best place for usto begin
b. Bear inmind that it isapart of Chrigtian growth to change our desires- Ro 12:1-2; Ga
5:24
c. How do we change our desires?
1) Notice that the Word of God has dways been ingrumentd in helping people
overcome sn-Psa 119:11; Mt 4:3-10
2) How the Word of God can change our desires...
a) Asweread of God slove, longsuffering and mercy, we desire to serve Him
- Psa116:12-14
b) Asweread of sn and its damnable consequences, we cometo hateit! - Psa
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119:104
So the more we study God's Word, the less likely we will have the desire to Sin,
thereby beginning to overcome sn by “nipping it in the bud™!

[But changing our desires takes time; while engaged in the process of changing our desires, what
€lse can we do?|

2. Limit our opportunities

a
b.

Remember, we are tempted only when there is both desire and opportunity
So while we work on changing our desires, we should limit the opportunities to fulfill
wrongful desires
This can be done by asking for God’s providential help, as Jesustaught - Mt 6:13;
26:41
We can cooperate with God by:
1) Purposdy avoiding Stuations that might excite wrongful desires
a) Following the example of David - Psa 101:3-4
b) And the example of Job - Job 31:1
2) Avoiding those whose evil behavior encourages us to Sn with them
a) Agan, David sets agood example - Psa 101:6-7
b) Paul dso addshiswarning - 1 Co 15:33

[But we will unlikely remove every desire and opportunity to sinin thislife, what then?|

3. Exercise salf-control

a

b.

C.

e.

Remember, it becomes sn when we yidd to action in fulfilling our anful desres

If we can control ourselves so asto not yield, then we can overcome sin!

How does the Christian exercise sdf-control ?

1) Sdf-control isbut one aspect of the “fruit of the Spirit” - Ga 5:22-23

2) When we become Chrigtians, we recaive the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives- Ac
2:38; 5:32

3) The Spirit is God' s insrumenta agent by which He imparts strength to us - Ep 3:16

4) Strengthened by the Spirit, we are able to “ put to death the deeds of the body”
- R0 8:12-13

5) AsPaul sad: “I cando dl things through Him who srengthensme.” - Ph 4:13

It isthrough faith in God' s Word that the Chrigtian believes that he hasthis divine help

-Ep 3:20

1) Itiscertanly proper to pray for it, as Paul did in behdf of the Ephesans- Ep 3:16

2) But equdly important, to act upon it, trusting that you are not done as you try to do
God'swill - Ph 2:12-13

3) Asanexercise commercia once said: Just doit!

The Chridtian, then, has no excuse for yidding to temptation - 1 Co 10:13

[But there may be times when we don't take advantage of the strength God provides through
His Spirit, and we sin; what then?]

4. Obtain forgiveness
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Remember that Sn isvictorious when it results in punishment

But if we obtain forgiveness through the blood of Chrigt, we can avoid that punishment
and thereby ill overcome an! -1.Jn 2:1-2

C. Yes, Chrigistruly the “propitiation’” for our snd

o

1) By Hisblood, we were forgiven of past snswhen united with Him in baptism - Ac

2:38; 22:16; Re 1:5
2) By Hisblood, we can be forgiven of present snswhen werepent, pray, and
confess our sinsto God - Ac 8:22; 1Jn 1.9
d. Atany timethe Chrigtian can overcome sins that were committed, by repenting and
confessing them to God!

CONCLUSION

1. Indeed, we can overcome sin by stopping its development at any one of the four stages leading to
the find punishment!

2. If you noticed carefully, you should have seen that at each of the four points in the development of
an, God is able and willing to help us overcome sin...!

a

b.

C.

d.

God helpsusto control our desiresby providing HisWord to renew our minds

God helps usto limit the opportunitiesthrough His Providence as we pray for such

God helps usto exer cise self-control over our actions through His Spirit srengthening the
inner man

God helps usto obtain for giveness through the blood of His Son as we repent and pray

3. So how could anyone say that God would tempt usto sin...?
a. Cetanly Heisthe giver of every good and perfect gift! - Ja 1:17

b.

Even asPaul wrote,in2Th 3:3; 1 Co 10:13

4. Have you taken advantage of God'sway of escape for the Sins you have committed?

If not, why not do so by obeying the gospd, the Word of Truth, and become one of the “first fruits of
His crestures’?
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Slow ToWrath
James 1:19-20

INTRODUCTION

1.

InJa 1:19-20 we find atrio of graces...
a. “swift to hear”

b. “dow to speak”

c. “dowtowrath’

From the context, it appears that these admonitions are given in regards to our reception of the
Word of God - cf. Ja 1:18, 21

a. They are qudities needed especidly in times of trid when we need most the Word of God
b. l.e, we need to humbly and calmly be receptive to what the Word of God has to say

In thislesson, | wish to concentrate our attention on the third admonition: “dow to wrath”
a. Esp.inview of vs. 20: “For thewrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”
b. And aso because “wrath’ (and its close cousin “anger”) are too often excused as “minor” 9ns

AN “OVERALL LOOK” AT ANGER AND WRATH

A. DEFINING ANGER AND WRATH...
1. Anger - (Greek, orge)
a. “Indignation which has arisen gradudly and become more settled” - Thayer
b. “Orge suggests amore sttled or abiding condition of mind, frequently with aview to
taking revenge” - Vine
c. Anger, then, isalingering, seething emotion
2. Wrath - (Greek, thumos)
a. “The sudden outburst of passonate anger” - Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia
b. “Theblaze of temper which flares into violent words and deeds, and just as quickly
dies’ - Barclay
c. Today wewould call this*“blowing off steant’

B. THE OT SAYSMUCH ABOUT ANGER AND WRATH...
1. InPsams “Ceasefrom anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret — it only causes harm.”
- Psa 37:8
2. InProverbs.
a. “A quick-tempered man actsfoolishly, And aman of wicked intentionsis hated.” - Pro

14:17

b. “Hewhoisdow to wrah has great understanding, But he who isimpulsve exdtsfolly.”
- Pro14:29

c. “A wrathful man gtirs up gtrife, But he who is dow to anger dlays contention.” - Pro 15:
18

d. “Hewhoisdow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he
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who takesacity.” - Pro 16:32

e. “A man of great wrath will suffer punishment; For if you rescue him, you will have to do
itagan.” - Pro 19:19

f. “Better to dwdl in the wilderness, Than with a contentious and angry woman.” -Pro 21:
19

g “Make no friendship with an angry man, And with a furious man do not go, Lest you
learn hisways And st asnare for your soul.” Pro 22:24-25

In Ecclesagtes: “Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, For anger restsin the bosom of

fools” - Ecc 7:9

C. THE NT ALSO SAYSMUCH AGAINST ANGER AND WRATH...

1.

N

To the brethren in Rome, Paul wrote: “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to wrath; for it iswritten, "VengeanceisMine, | will repay,” saysthe Lord.” - Ro 12:
19

It isincluded with those things Paul ligs asthe “works of the fledi’ in Ga 5:19-21

To the Ephesans Paul writes: “Let dl bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil spesking be
put awvay from you, with dl mdice” - Ep 4:31

Inasgmilar vein to the Colossans “But now you yoursaves are to put off al these: anger,
wrah, malice, blagphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.” - Co 3:8

D. HAVING SAID ALL THAT, WE MUST ALSO NOTE THAT...

1.

2.

Paul seems to concede that there is a place for a certain kind of anger: “Be angry, and do
not sn: do not let the sun go down on your wrath,” - Ep 4:26

On severd occasions Jesus expressed anger

a. Towardsthe money changersin thetemple - Jn 2:13-17

b. Towards the hypocritical scribes and Pharisees- Mt 23:13-36

In both testaments, God is presented as a God of anger aswell as a God of love

a. Inthe Old Testament - Psa 78:49-51, 58-61; Isa 5:25

b. Inthe New Testament - Ro 1:18; 2:4-11

[How do we then reconcile those passages which demand that anger and wrath is folly and something to
be put away, with those that speak of anger on the part of God, Christ and even the Chrigtian? A
closer look may help provide the answer...]

1. A“CLOSER LOOK” AT ANGER AND WRATH

A. CONCERNING THE ANGER OF GOD...
1. God' sanger isalways a just reaction to evil (asclearly pointed out in Ro 1:18-2: 11

a

b.

Being Divine, and dl-knowing, Hiswrath isnever misguided
Heistherefore capable of properly directing anger and wrath

2. Man, with hisimperfections, is not so cgpable!

a

b.

3.

His anger is often misguided (through ignorance, misunderstanding, €tc.)

Haven't we ever been angry about something, later regretting it when we redlize we werein
error?

Therefore, just because God may digplay wrath and anger, this does not necessarily justify
man doing so!

Sermons From James 22



Mark A. Copeland

B. CONCERNING THE ANGER OF CHRIST...
1. What has dready been said of God could dso be said of Christ
a. Especidly inlight of His ability to reed the hearts of men - Jn 2:24-25
b. With such divine knowledge, He could not mistakenly direct wrath and anger
2. Also, in the examples of Hisanger...
a. Thereisnothing of sdf-interest
b. Only holy anger againgt unrighteousness which is abhorrent to God
3. Hewasangry, but only for God' s honor!
a. When personally abused, He said nothing - 1 Pe 2:21-23
b. But when it was againgt God, He displayed “righteous anger”
4. Agan, man with hisimperfections often uses anger improperly
a. Forexample...
1) Weremain slent when snisexated and God is dishonored
2) But then get angry when someone offends us persondly!
b. Too often, therefore, what we justify as *righteous indignation” is redly “sdlf-righteous
indignation’!

C. CONCERNING THE ANGER IN EPHESIANS 4:26...
1. Whatever our interpretation, it needs to be in harmony with the context
2. Especidly with what Paul writesjust afew verseslater - cf. Ep 4:31
3. | undergand the passage, rather than justifying anger, to be directing us how to ded with it
when it arisesin our heart:
a Firg,“Donot sin”
1) Theemation must be controlled
2) Don'tdlow it to manifest itsdf in asnful way
3) Such assaying or doing something that iswrong
b. Then, “Do not let the sun go down on your wrath”
1) Theemotion must be dispelled befor e nightfall
2) Otherwise, we may be giving Satan ample opportunity to tempt usto sin - cf. Ep
4:27
4. Inview of what Paul actudly saysin Ep 4:26 and then later in Ep 4:31, it seems unlikdy
that heisjudtifying anger and wrath

CONCLUSION

1. Concerning the subject of anger and wrath, we would do wdll to take James admonition to heart
and to be “ dow to wrath”
a. For though the “wrath of God” may on occasions accomplish the righteousness of God
b. Itisclearly stated thet the “wrath of man” does not! - Ja 1:20

3. Following the example of Chrigt, there may be a place for anger, but if S0, only in things pertaining
to the honor and will of God!

In dl other things, we would do well to remember another admonition (cf. 2 Ti 2:24-26)...
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The Implanted Word
James 1:21-25

INTRODUCTION

1. Thisstudy isbased upon Ja 1:21-25, in which we read concerning “ The Implanted Word” (the
KJV usesthe word “engrafted”):

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyoneisa hearer
of theword and not a doer, heislike a man observing his natural facein a
mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind
of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues
[init], and isnot a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.”

2. Severd observations can be made about the Word of God from this passage, and the first pertains
to what the Word isableto do in our lives...

. THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD

A. NOTICE THE WORDS OF JAMESHIMSELF...
1. “whichisableto saveyour souls” - Ja 1:21
2. Stated very clearly, the Word of God has the power to save our souls!

B. ITSPOWER TO SAVEISFOUND INITSABILITY TO...
1. Createanew
a. l.e,tocauseusto bebornagain-1Pel:22-25; Ja1l:18
b. Thisisbecause of what the Word of God contains: God'sway of savation through
Jesus Chrigt!
2. Sanctify
a. Theword “sanctify” meansto “set apart for aholy purpose”’
b. David sang of the Word' s ahility to sanctify God' s people - Psa 19:7-11
c. InHisprayer, Jesus spoke of the sanctifying influence of God’'s Word - Jn 17:15-17
d. Thusthe Word of God can serve to set us apart for His purpose!
3. Preserve
a. Theyoung were told to preserve their way by the Word of God - Psa 119:9,11
b. The elders were admonished to keep the church pure by the same Word - Ac 20:
28-32

[When we take the time to consider the power of the Word of God, it becomes evident that the Word
isvery important to the Chrigian! But the vaue of “ The Implanted Word” can only be redized when
certain conditions are met. We find those conditions mentioned in our text...]
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II. BENEFITING FROM THE POWERFUL WORD OF GOD

A. THERE ARE THINGSWE MUST LAY ASIDE... (21a)

1.

2.

James mentions such things as “dl filthiness and overflow of wickedness’ - cf. Paul’s

description of thingsto lay asde - Co 3:5-9

For the Word of God to bear itsfruit in our lives, the “weeds of Sn” must first be uprooted!

a. We cannot hope to benefit from our sudy of the Word if we continue to dwell on that
which is spiritudly filthy and to engage in wickedness

b. Could this be why many do not get much out of Bible study?

B. WE MUST HAVE A PROPER ATTITUDE... (21b)

1.

James saysto “receive with meekness’ the Word of God

2. A humble and receptive attitude is essentia to get the most out of the Word of God
3.

It heps to remain humble if we remember two things:

a Wearesnnerstoo!

b. We can be easly decaived a 0!

We should study, not to learn facts, not to win debates, but to learn God' s truth to save
oursalves and those around us!

Isthis prayer of David our own? “Open my eyes, that | may see wondrous things from
Your law.” - Psa 119:18

C. THEWORD MUST BE “IMPLANTED” IN OUR HEARTS... (21b)

1.

2.

3.

4.

Itisonly the “implanted” Word which can truly save our souls

a. Therefore we must be sure to take the words out of the pages and implant them into our
hearts!

b. Otherwise we are no different from the Jews who gave lip service to their Words
written on stone

A digtinguishing feature of the those under the New Covenant isthat the Word of God isto

bewritten in their hearts - He 8:6-13

Whereisthe Word of God today?

a Isitonly inink inscribed on paper?

b. Or we have we read it often enough, meditated upon it enough, that it has become
implantedin our hearts aswell?

Isthis possible without daily reading of the Bible?

D. IT MUST BE APPLIED IN OUR LIVES... (22-25)

1.
2.

3.

We must be “doers of the Word and not hearers only”
Otherwise, we decelve oursaves (and usudly only oursaves)
a. Godisnot deceived

b. Nor isthe devil

c. Mod likdy our children will see through us

d. And sowill many otherd

Notice that the true blessedness of the Word comes...

a. Not by “looking into the perfect law of liberty” alone

b. But by “continuing init,” and being “a doer of the work”
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4. Yes, itisnot just thereading of the Word which provides joy, peace and happiness, but
the actud application of the Word in lives through faithful obedience!

CONCLUSION

1.

Notice that James calls the Word of God the “ perfect law of liberty” - Ja 1:25
a. Thisisbecauseinits power to:

1) Create anew

2) Sanctify

3) Presarve
b. ..it providestrue freedom: liberation from the guilt and dominion of an!

Of course, what gives the Word this power is the message it contains. the gospel of Jesus Christ
(God' s power unto savation) - Ro 1:16

Undoubtedly you have heard it...out hearing it is not enough!

a Youmus lay asdedl filthiness and overflow of wickedness - that is, to repent - Ac 17:30-31

b. You mus receive the message of the gospd with meekness - in other words, to believe - Jn
3:16

c. You must adso be a“doer of the Word” - for example, to obey His command to be baptized
1) For Jesusisthe author of eterna salvation to those who obey Him - He 5:9
2) And in addition to the commands to believe and repent, He calls usto be baptized! - M k

16:16; Mt 28:19; Ac 2:38; 22:16

Recelve with meekness these very words of Jesus and His gpodtles, for that is how the Word of God is
able to save your soul!
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Pure And Undefiled Religion
James 1:26-27

INTRODUCTION

1. What kind of religion do we have? Isit likea..
a. Sparetire (used only in the case of an emergency)?
b. Whedbarrow (easly upset and must be pushed)?
c. Bus (ridden only when it goes your way)?
2. Whatever kind of religion we have, it is of no vaue unlessit is pleasing to God in heaven
3. InJa1:27, wefind adefinition of what condtitutes “ pure and undefiled religion before God”

4. To be surethat our own religion is acceptable before God, |et’ s notice some attributes of “ Pure
And Undefiled Religion” asindicated in this verse and itsimmediate context

[Firgt, “ Pure And Undefiled Religion” must be...]

I. APRACTICING RELIGION

A. ITINVOLVESDOING SOMETHING ON OUR PART...
1. Thisisdealy implied in the phrase“to visit”
2. The context prior to this verse dso makesit clear that we must be* doers” and “ not
hearersonly” - Ja 1:22-25
3. This echoes the teachings of Jesus Himsdlf - Mt 7:21; Lk 6:46

B. IF WE ARE NOT DOERS, WE ARE DECEIVING OURSELVES (Ja 1:22)
1. Andusudly, itisonly oursdves we are deceiving!
2. Weare certainly not decelving God, nor Satan
3. Andit unlikely that we fool others, epecidly our children

[Having “apracticing religion’” must be important, for later in his epistie James emphasizes again the
necessty of our faith working (Ja 2:14-17,26). In fact, we can conclude that areligion whichisnot a
practicing rdigionisadead religion! Next, “ Pure And Undefiled Religion” must also be...]

. APRACTICAL RELIGION

A. GOD DID NOT INTEND FOR OUR RELIGION TO CONSIST SOLELY OF
“GOING TO CHURCH"...
1. Extending our heart to God in worship is certainly important
2. But soisextending our hand to man in service! - Ja 1:27

B. INTHEN.T., MUCH EMPHASISISPLACED UPON DOING GOOD...
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1. Fromthewritingsof Paul - Ga 6:10; Ti 2:14; 3:8,14
2. From the author of Hebrews - He 13:16
3. Fromthe apostle John - 1 Jn 3:17-18

[Until we gpply the Word of God by showing kindness and compassion for the poor and helpless, all
the preaching, teaching, and studying we may do cannot make our religion “pure and undefiled”! A
further atribute of “ Pure And Undefiled Rdigion” isthat itis..]

I11.A PERSONAL RELIGION

A. IMPLIED BY THE USE OF SINGULAR PRONOUNSIN THE TEXT...
“anyone” - Ja 1:23

“he’, “his’ - Ja 1:23

“himsdf”, “he” - Ja 1:24

“he’, “thisone” - Ja 1:25

“anyone”, “he’, “his’, “thisone’s’ - Ja 1:26

“onedf” - Ja 1:27

ok wnNE

B. NOW, THERE ISA PLACE FOR CORPORATE GIVING...
1. That is, where we givein conjunction with othersto meet a need
2. For example, in helping needy Chrigians-1 Co 16:1-2

C. BUT IT WASNEVER INTENDED TO REPLACE OUR INDIVIDUAL AND
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY...!
1. Some might think...
a. That ther giving on Sunday fulfills their reponshility to the poor, the widows, etc.
b. That it fulfillsther obligation to preach the gospd
But God intended for “corporate” giving to only meet certain needs
3. Hedill expects usto fulfill our “persona” service to the poor, widows, and orphans aswe
have the ability and opportunity
4. Jugt aswefind in the Old Testament...
a. Though the third year tithe was for the widows and orphans
b. They wereto dways hdp them whenever they had the opportunity!

N

[To practice“ Pure And Undefiled Religion”, we must make it persond. We can't pay someone else
to do our work for usl We cannot excuse ourselves by saying “I gave at the church’! One last point |
wish to make concerning “ Pure And Undefiled Religion”; it must be...]

V. A PURE RELIGION

A. THISSOUNDSREDUNDANT, BUT IN OUR DAY IT MUST BE EMPHASIZED...
1. Our society has become increasingly immord and materidistic
2. Suchiswresking havoc upon many in the Lord' s church
3. What we hear and see may only be the “tip of the iceberg’!

B. OUR RELIGION ISFOR NOTHING, UNLESSIT IS...
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1. Pure - without blemish
2. Undefiled - untainted
3. Capable of keegping us unspotted from (by) the world

C. BUT IF WE ARE SINNERS (cf. 1 Jn 1:8), HOW CAN WE EVER BE PURE,
UNDEFILED, AND UNSPOTTED...?
1. Itispossble only by the blood of Christ!
a. Which can deanse us and make us pure if wewalk in the light with God -1 Jn 1:7
b. Thisinvolves kegping the commandments of God - 1 Jn 2:3
1) For example, experiencing theinitial cleansing of the blood when we obey the
commands to repent and be baptized for the remisson of sins- Ac 2:38
2) And, experiencing the continuous cleansing of the blood when we confess our
snsto God-1Jn 1:9
2. ltispossbleonly by the help of God!
a.  Who not only provides the blood of Chrigt to cleanse usfrom an...
b. But dsoaway of escapein times of temptation - 1 Co 10:13
3. Yes with Chrig’ s blood and God's help, it is possble to be pure, undefiled, and unspotted
by the world!
4. Andthisiswhat makes the rdigion of Jesus Christ unique!
a. Other rligions may be “practicing, practical and persona”
b. But only thetrue religion of Jesus Chrigt can present one “pure’ in the sght of God! - cf.
Jn 14:6

CONCLUSION

1. What kind of religion do you have?

a. Isitapracticing rdigion?
1) Doesit go beyond the wdls of abuilding?
2) Doesit go beyond the printed pages of the Bible?
3) Doesit go beyond a superficid hearing of the Word?

b. Isitapractical rdigion?
1) Doesit congst of morethan just “going to church, reading, and praying”?
2) Doesit reach out and manifest itself in compassion to those in need?

c. Isitapersonal rdigion?
1) Going beyond what we may do in conjunction with others?
2) Including our persond involvement gpart from what others may do?

d. Andisitapure rdigion?
1) Involving our cleansing by the blood of Christ aswe in faith repented and were baptized?
2) Involving our cleanaing by the blood of Christ as we confess our sns and repent of them?
3) Doesit include putting away sin with the help of God that we might be “unspotted by the

world”?

2. If nat, then whatever reigion we have is usel ess and we are Smply deceiving our selves!

Let’ sdways encourage one another to be sure and have a“ Pure And Undefiled Religion” before
God!
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The Sin Of Partiality
James 2:1-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirgt century, A.D., polarized conditions governed society; people were either rich or poor,
daves or free, Jew or Gentile, Greek or barbarian

2. However, part of the good news of the gospel wasthat in Christ Jesus socid barriers lost much of
their srength...
a. AsPaul wroteto the Gaatians “Thereis neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither dave nor free,
there is neither mae nor femde; for you are dl onein Christ Jesus.” - Ga 3:28
b. Agan, inwriting to the Colossans. “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, dave nor free, but Chrigisdl andindl.” - Co 3:11

3. Butit took awhilefor thistruth to snk into the hearts of those who were Chridtians, even the
gpostle Peter had to be told this truth through a vison and then a specid outpouring of the Holy
Spirit - cf. Ac 10:34-35

4. From the second chapter of the epistle of James, it is gpparent that showing partidity was till being
practiced and its sinfulness needed to be pointed out

5. Because“ The Sin Of Partiality” isdill prevdent in some formstoday, let’s examine Ja 2:1-13
and consider what James has to say on this subject

[Consider, first of all, exactly what is..]

|. THE SIN OF PARTIALITY

A. ASMANIFESTED IN JAMES' DAY...
1. Weknow from other scriptures that Jewish Chrigtians often showed partidity in regardsto
the Gentiles
2. Butinthis epistle, the problem was one of showing partidity between the rich and poor - Ja
2:2-4

B. TODAY, WE CAN ALSO BE GUILTY OF PARTIALITY...
1. By showing partidity between rich and poor
a. For example, giving preferentid trestment to visitors a our assemblies based upon their
apparel
b. Or showing hospitaity towards our rich friends, while ignoring those who are poor
(sometimes, it is the poor who despise the rich)
2. By showing partidity between people of different races (again, this can easily go both ways)
3. Even by showing partidity between friends and visitors to our services
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[Sadly, the sin of partidity (i.e., being biased, prejudiced, racist) is probably just as prevaent if not more
S0 than it was in the days when James wrote his epistlel This makes the words of James very relevant
and worth our consderation. Let’stherefore notice...]

. WHY CHRISTIANSCAN’T SHOW PARTIALITY

A. JESUSCHRIST ISA GLORIOUSLORD... (1)

1.

2.

3.

It is possible that this point was being implied by Jamesin using his gppelation of Jesusto

introduce the subject

Wheat does our partidity have to do with the Lord of glory?

a. AsChrigtians, we professto be Christ’s disciples, or followers, whose god isto imitate
Him-Lk 6:40

b. Assuch, our actions are likely to be consdered by others as areflection of what Chrigt
teaches

c. If weshow patidity as Chrigtians, we leave the impresson that Jesus Himsdlf is partid
(prejudiced, biased, racist)

Therefore, if we are not careful, the glory of the Lord can be tainted by our partidity!

B. WE BECOME JUDGESWITH EVIL THOUGHTS... (4)

1.
2.

God has dways hated unjust judges

Jesus Himsdlf warned about:

a. Thedangersof judging - Mt 7:1

b. The need to make righteous judgment - Jn 7:24

If we judge againgt the poor due to our preudice againgt them, we will find ourselves
fighting againg God! - Ps 109: 31

C. WE DESPISE THOSE GOD HASHONORED... (5)

1.

3.

Both then and today God has chosen to honor the poor

a. The gospe was proclamed to the poor - Lk 7:22

b. Themgority of those who responded were from among the poor - 1 Co 1:26-29
Both then and today God has chosen to honor all men - Ac 10:34-35

a. Therefore, when we show partiaity because of a person'srace...

b. Or because they are a stranger we do not know...

...then we despise those whom God has honored by His offering to them savation through
the gospd!!

Do we want to face God on the Day of Judgment guilty of such acrime?

D. WE HONOR THOSE MOST CAPABLE AND LIKELY OF OPPRESSING US... (6-7)

1.
2.

The rich were doing this to the Chrigiansin James day

Who are the ones most likely to oppress Christians today if it ever came down to “push and
shove’?

a.  Thosewho have the resourcesto do so

b. And mog likdy that would be the “mgority” and the “afluent”

E. WE BREAK “THE ROYAL LAW” ... (8-11)

1.

Whichis* You shall love your neighbor asyour self”
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2. Thisisone of the mogt fundamentd laws that God has ever given!
a. Asproclamed by Chrigt - Mt 22:36-40
b. Astaught by Paul - Ro 13:8-10
3. And, as emphasized by James, by breaking one law, we become guilty of all the Law!
a. |l.e,toshow partidity isto make one as quilty asif they committed adultery or murder!
b. Thisillusratesjust how terrible any sinid

F. WEWILL ONE DAY BE JUDGED BY “THE LAW OF LIBERTY"... (12-13)
1. Thisrefersto the law of Chrigt, or the gospd
a. A law that sets usfree from the bondage of sin - cf. Jn 8:31-36
b. And alaw tha sets us free from man-made regtrictions - cf. Co 2:20-22
2. Butif we
a.  Apply man-made restrictions upon others (like showing partidity)
b. Do not show mercy toward others
...then no mer cy will be shown toward udl - cf. Mt 6:14-15

CONCLUSION

1. Inview of dl these things, we can understand why Jameswould say: “ My brethren, do not hold
the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality.” (Ja2:1)

2. We can aso better understand Peter’ s reasoning why he had to accept the Gentiles:

“If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could withstand God?” (Ac 11:17)

3. Andwe are more likdly to heed the prayer and admonition of Paul:

“Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward
one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind [and] one
mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive
one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” (Ro 15:5-7)

Brethren, we serve a glorious L ord, we serve to do things to His glory; may we never dlow the sn of
partidity, bias, prgudice, or racism to taint that wonderful glory in any way!

And a concluding word for the non-Christian: Notice that in our text James spesks of:
a) Theterribleness of even onesin (2:10)
b) Thefact of judgment (2:12)

Won't you accept the mercy God offersto you in the gospd of His Son Jesus Chrigt?
a) Remember, God isnot apartid judge - cf. Ro 2:4-11
b) Why should He show mercy to you when you despise His mercy just as much asthe vilest
snner?

Accept His mercy in obedience to the gospel today!
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Three Kinds Of Faith
James 2:14-26

INTRODUCTION

1. Fathiscetanly an essentid dement in the Chridtian life...

a

b
C.
d

Without faith, it isimpossble to please God - He 11:6

. The Chrigian is saved by fath - Ep 2:8

The Chridian isto walk (live) by faith-2 Co 5.7

. Whatever we do gpart from faith is described as sin - Ro 14:23

2. Itisimportant to redize, however, that there are different kinds of faith, but only one that istruly
“saving fath’

3. InJa2:14-26, we find James discussing different kinds of faith, with an emphass upon that faith
which works to the saving of the soul

[Beginning with vs. 14-17, we notice the firgt kind of faith. We might cal thiskind of faith...]

|. DEAD FAITH (14-17)

A. THISKIND OF FAITH...

B.

1. Substitutes words for deeds (consider James example)
a. Peoplewith thiskind of fath:
1) Know the correct vocabulary for prayer and sound doctrine
2) Can even quote the right verses from the Bible
b. But ther “wak” does not measure up to their “talk™!
2. Isonly anintellectual faith
a. Inone’smind, he or she knows the doctrine of salvation
b. But they have never redly submitted themsalvesto God and trusted in Jesus for
sdvation
c. They know theright “words’, but they do not back up their words with their “works’!

CAN THISKIND OF FAITH SAVE...?

1. No! Threetimesin this passage, James emphasizes that “faith without worksis dead” - Ja
2:17,20,26

2. Any declaration of faith that does not result in a changed life and good worksisafdse
declaration: A dead faith!

3. Deadfaithis counterfet faith and lulls the person into a fase confidence of eternd life

C. DO WE HAVE THISKIND OF FAITH...?

1. Wedo, if our walk does not measure up to our talk!
2. Wedo, if our works do not measure up to our words!
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[We need to beware of mere intelectud faith. AsWarren Wiersbe has said, “ No man can come to
Chrigt by faith and remain the same, anymor e than he came into contact with a 220-volt wire
and remain the same.” (comparethisto 1 Jn 5:12) The next kind of faith discussed by Jamesis...]

II. DEMONIC FAITH (18,19)

A. EVEN DEMONSHAVE A KIND OF FAITH...!
1. They believein God (no atheists or agnogtics herel)
They even bdievein the deity of Chrigt - cf. Mk 3:11-12
They dso believe in the existence of a place of condemnation - cf. Lk 8:31
And they believe Jesus will be the Judge! - Mt 8:28-29

Awbd

B. WHAT KIND OF FAITH DO DEMONSHAVE...?
1. Wesaw that the man with “dead faith’ was “touched only in hisintellect”
2. Thedemons are “touched aso in their emotions” (note that they “beieve and tremble”)
3. Thisisone step above a“dead faith” - it involves both intellect and emotions

C. CANTHISKIND OF FAITH SAVE...?

1. No!' A person can be enlightened in hismind and even stirred in his heart and Hill be lost
forever!

2. True saving faith involves something more, something that can be seen and recognized: a
changed life! (cf. Ja 2:18)

3. Beng aChrigian involves trusing Chrigt and living for Chrigt!
a. Youfirdreceive thelife..
b. Thenyou reveal thelife

D. DO WE HAVE THISKIND OF FAITH...?
1. Wedo, if wejust believe theright things and feel theright things
2. Wedo, if our service to God does not go beyond...
a. Intelectudly adhering to the right doctrines
b. Emotiona experiences while attending services

[Thus, James hasintroduced us to two kinds of faith that can never save: dead faith (involving the
intellect done), and demonic faith (involving the intellect and the emotions, but sopping there). He
closesthis section by describing in vs. 20-26 the only kind of faith that can save...]

[II.DYNAMIC FAITH (20-26)

A. WHAT KIND OF FAITH ISTHIS...?
1. Weknow from other passages that such faith is based upon the Word of God - Ro 10:17
2. Dynamic fath involves the whole man
a. Dead faith touches only theintellect
b. Demonic faith involves both the intellect and the emotions
c. Dynamic faith involvestheintellect, the emotions, and the will!
1) Themind understands the truth
2) Theheart desresand rgoicesin the truth
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3) Thewill acts upon the truth

3. True, saving faith, then, leadsto action

a. Itisnotintelectud contemplation
b. Itisnot emotiondism
c. Itisthat which leads to obedience in doing good works

B. TOILLUSTRATE, JAMESREFERS TO ABRAHAM AND RAHAB...
1. You could not find two more different persons!

a.  Abraham was the father of the Jews, Rahab was a Gentile!
b. Abraham was a godly man; Rahab had been a snful woman, a harlot!
c. Abraham wasthe friend of God; Rahab had belonged to the enemies of God!

2. What did they have in common? Both exercised saving faith in God!

a. Abraham demondtrated his saving faith by hisworks - Ja 2:20-24
b. Rahab demondtrated her saving faith by her works - Ja 2:25-26

3. Welearn from this passage that:

a. Fath without worksis a dead faith - Ja 2: 20,26
b. That “fath only” (the only time this phraseis found in the Scriptures) cannot justify one
-Jaz2.24

C. That perfect faith necessitates works - Ja 2:22

CONCLUSION

1. Itisimportant that each professng Chrigtian examine his or her own heart and life, and make sure
that they possess true saving faith, which isadynamic faith

2. Satanisthe greet deceiver; one of hisdevicesisimitation...
a. If he can convince a person that counterfet faith istrue faith...
b. ...then he hasthat person in his power!

3. Here are some questions we can ask ourselves as we examine our faith:

*

Was there atime when | honestly redlized | was a sinner and admitted this to mysdlf
and to God?

Was there atime when my heart stirred me to flee from the wrath to come? Havel
ever been serioudy worked up over my Sns?

Do | truly understand the gospd, that Chrigt died for my sins and then rose again?
Do | understand and confessthat | cannot save mysdlf?

Did | sncerely repent of my sins, making the decison to turn from them? Do | now
hate sn and Fear God? Or do | secretly love sin and want to enjoy it?

Have| trusted Chrigt and Him done for my salvation by responding to the
commands He has given?

Have | confessed my faith in Christ and then been baptized for the remisson of my
ans as He and His apostles commanded?
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¢ Hasthere been achangein my life? Do | maintain good works, or are my good
works occasional and wesk?

¢ Dol seek to grow inthethings of the Lord? Can otherstell that | have been with
Jesus?

¢ Dol have adedireto share Christ with others? Or am | ashamed of Him?
+ Dol enjoy thefdlowship of God's people? Isworship addight to me?
+ Am/| ready for the Lord s return? Or will | be ashamed when He comes for me?

4. Tobesure, not every Chrigtian has the same degree of faith; those who have had more time to grow
should be stronger in faith

5. But for the most part, the above spiritud inventory can assst a person in determining his or her true
standing before God

May our prayer be smilar to that of the Psamigt’s:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties, And
seeif thereis any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”

(Psa 139:23-24)

Note: Much of the materid for this outline was adapted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wier she, pages 353-357.
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Let Not Many Of You Become Teachers

James 3:1-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study of “ The Epistle Of James’, we now come to the third chapter

2.

3.

Inverses 1-12, wefind...
a. A warning against too many becoming teechers- Ja 3:1-2
b. A discour se on the untamable tongue - Ja 3:3-12

In atime where “verba abuse’ is often epidemic, and where “ salf-proclaimed teachers’ engagein
al sorts of heated religious discussions, there is much we can learn from this passage

[Fird, let’snaotice...]

THE WARNING (1-2)

A. “LET NOT MANY OF YOU BECOME TEACHERS..”

1.

Note carefully:

a. Jamesdoes not say, “Let not many of you be teachers’

b. But rather, “Let not many of you become teachers’

This passageis not just a rebuke of those who try to be teachers before they are ready, but

awarning that many should not even become teachersin the futurel

It isamigake to beieve that everyone should become a teacher at some point in their

service to Christ!

a. Paul illugtrated time and again that the body of Christ has many members, and not all
members do not have the same function!
1) Tothesantsa Rome-Ro 12:3-8
2) Tothechurch at Corinth - 1 Co 12:12-31 (note esp. vs. 29, where Paul with a

rhetorical question impliesthat not al are to be teachers)

b. Peter likewise taught that God' s grace toward is “manifold” (multifaceted) and that we
should exercise our respective abilities accordingly - 1 Pe 4:10-11

In view of what Paul, Peter, and James wrote...

a. We should be careful before we apply He 5:12-14 to mean that everyone should one
day be teachers

b. Theauthor of Hebrews may have been writing to a select audience, whom he knew
ought to have been teachers

B. WHY MANY SHOULD NOT BECOME TEACHERS...
1. Teachersshdl receive” a gtricter judgment”

a. Thereisagrave responghbility involved in teeching others
b. We can lead peopleto truth - but we just as easily lead them to error!
c. Just aswith eders (He 13:17), those who teach will be held accountable if they midead
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others!

Becausewedl “ sumblein many things”

a. Everyone hasfaults, and with many people the improper use of the tongueisamgor
one

b. Butit takes uiritud maturity (* a perfect man”) not to sumble in word!

[So James cautions againgt many people trying to become teachers. This should not discourage any
from trying to find out if teaching is a gift that they might have if nurtured dong, but one should proceed
with humility and caution. In vs. 2 James briefly mentions the power of the tongue over the body. He
elaborates on this theme as we now consider...]

II. THE DISCOURSE ON THE UNTAMABLE TONGUE (3-12)

A. THEILLUSTRATIONSOF THE BIT AND RUDDER... (3-4)

1.

Both illugtrations are used to demondrate that a smal member (like the tongue) can control

the body

a. A bit controlsahorse

b. A rudder controls the ship

So our tongue controls the body...

a. If you spesk alie, it won't be long before you find yoursdlf living alie

b. If you spesk suggedtively in animmord manner, it wori't be long before you begin acting
immordly!

The power of the tongue to direct is easly gpplied to the dangers of teaching...

a. Theteacher's speech can easily set the mood of the class or congregation

b. Hecan eadly direct the congregation in an uplifting way, or just as eadly direct the
congregation in a discouraging way

Should not this power to direct viathe tongue humble those who teach, and caution the

soiritudly immeture?

B. THEILLUSTRATION OF A LITTLE FIRE (5-6)

1.
2.

A smdl fire can eadly cause great destruction (remember the Great Chicago Fire?)
So it iswith the tongue!

a. A loose tongue can ruin one’ s reputation

b. It can dso destroy churches, families, friendships

In describing an uncontrolled tongue, James uses very vivid termsto make his point: The
tongueis...

a Afire

b. A world of iniquity

€. So set among our bodiesthat it defiles the whole body

d. That which sets on fire the course of nature

e. That whichisitsdf st onfire by hdl!

Should not this power to destroy and defile both ourselves and others caution usin
becoming teachers?

C. THEDIFFICULTY OF TAMING THE TONGUE... (7-12)
1. Despite being able to tame wild animas, man is unable to tame the tongue!
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a Itisanunruly evil!
b. Itisfull of deadly poison!
2. | understand James to be somewhat hyperbolic here for the sake of emphass...
a. Itistruetha no man (by himsdf) can tame the tongue
b. Butwith God’s help, we cantameit (as David prayed in Psa 141:3)
c. Andwith God’s help, we must tameit - cf. Ep 4:29; Co 4.6
3. Asafurther example of how difficult it isto tame the tongue, James uses a very common
(and relevant) problem
a. l.e, blessng God and cursing men
b. Something we are very likely to do, especidly on Sundays
1) We spend timein worship, blessng God
2) Butindriving home, we might curse men (other drivers who pull out in front of us)
c. Racigsand bigots are often guilty of “blessng God and cursng men’!
4. But with theillustrations of a soring, afig tree and a grapevine, James shows the
inconsistency of thid
a. What comesforth isatrue indication of whet isingde
b. Just asJesustaught in Mk 7:20-23
c. Despitedl the praises we offer God, it is the curses against man that reved s the true
person indde!

CONCLUSION

1. Again, these examples of the misuse of the tongue should humble and caution dl those who would
become teachers

2. But they should dso serve asawarning for us dl, whether we teach or not, that we need to seek
God'’ s hep in controlling the tongue!

May David’s prayer be our own:

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptablein
Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.” (Psa 19:14)
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Heavenly Wisdom Vs. Earthly Wisdom
James 3:13-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe Old Testament book of Proverbs, we are encouraged to seek after wisdom - Pro 3:13-18;
4:7-9

2. Likewise, inthe New Testament we are exhorted to walk with wisdom - Ep 5:15-17

3. ButinJa 3:13-18, welearn that there is more than just one kind of wisdom

[In thislesson, we will take alook at what James describes as two different kinds of wisdom:
“Heavenly Wisdom Vs. Earthly Wisdom”. [In discussing these two, James does so by making

severd contrasts; the first being...]

. ACONTRAST INTHEIR ORIGIN

A. EARTHLY WISDOM ISNOT FROM ABOVE... (15)
1. ltisearthly
a l.e,worldly
b. Wisdom that is according to the world’ s standards
c. Butthiswisdom isfoolishnessto God - cf. 1 Co 1:20
2. ltissensual
a.  Appeding to the senses, the emotions, the passions
b. Wisdom according to what feels right (but that doesit make it right)
3. Itisdemonic
a. Thekind of wisdom possessed by the devil and his angels
b. A wisdom that often finds its origin in the influences of Satan!

B. HEAVENLY WISDOM ISFROM ABOVE... (17)
1. Itcomesfrom God - cf. Ja 1:17
2. It comesviaprayer - cf. Ja 1:5-8

[Knowing the origin or source of each kind of wisdom ought to encourage us to sdect the right one.
But if that is not enough, then consider how James describes...]

II. ACONTRAST IN THEIR NATURE

A. EARTHLY WISDOM... (14,16)
1. Rl of bitter envy
2. Possessing self-seeking in the heart
3. Thiswisdom extols as virtues such qudities as:
a Power
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b. Pogtion
c. Privilege
d. Predige
4. Itwasthiskind of wisdom...
a. That prompted Satan and his angels to rebel against God
b. That prompted the disciples to argue over who would be the greatest in the kingdom

B. HEAVENLY WISDOM... (17)
1. Itisfird pure
a. Abovedl ds it istrueto God s Will
b. Not one to compromise truth for the sake of peace
2. Thenitispeaceable
a. Hoalding firm to the truth, it makes every effort to be a peace - ¢f. Ro 12:18
b. For example, speaking the truth in an attitude of love - cf. Ep 4:15
3. Gentle
a. Thatis kindin one’ s dedingswith others
b. Not harsh, even when right and dedling with those who differ - cf. 2 Ti 2:24-25
4. Willing toyield
a.  Not in matters of truth
b. Butin matters of opinion - Ro 14:1
C. Inmattersof liberty - Ro 14:19-21
5. Full of mercy
a.  Quick to forgive the offenses of others
b. Wisdy undersanding one’s own need of mercy - cf. Ja 2:13
6. Producing good fruits
a. Noticevs. 13, whereit says we are to show by our conduct our true wisdom and
understanding
b. Thiswisdom takes one beyond being a hearer to being adoer - Ja 1:22
c. Underganding that “faith without worksis dead”’ - Ja 2:26
7. Without partiality
a.  Showing no respect of persons - cf. Ja 2:1-13
b. Rather, treating dl fairly, on the same basis
8. Without hypocrisy
a. Indicating that dl of the aboveisnot an “act”, a“show”
b. But that it comes from a heart desiring to please God, not man

[Certainly the superiority of “Heavenly Wisdom’ over “Earthly Wisdom” is gpparent in this passage.
But as additiona proof, notice also...]

[11.A CONTRAST IN THEIR FRUITS

A. EARTHLY WISDOM... (16)
1. Causesconfusion
2. Andevery evil thing
3. Makesyou wonder what kind of wisdom...
a. Isbehind denominationaism
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b. Isoften manifested in sSome congregationd meetings
B. HEAVENLY WISDOM... (18)
1. Produces peace, instead of confuson
2. Bearsthefruit of righteousness, instead of every evil thing

CONCLUSION

1. Certainly when we compare their origin, nature, and fruits, the wisdom to be preferred is heavenly

2. What kind of wisdom do we have...?
a. Those who have earthly wisdom boast of theirs - Ja 3:14
b. Thosewho have heavenly wisdom show theirs by their good conduct done in meekness - Ja
3:13

3. What kind of wisdom do we want...?
a. If earthly, then no effort is necessary
1) Just do what the world tellsyou
2) Just do what fedsright
b. Butif heavenly, then we must be diligent
1) To seek such wisdom from God
2) To demondtrate such wisdom by our conduct

4. What kind of wisdom do you have in regards to the gospd of Chrig...?
a. Earthly wisdom makes no response to the gospd, or if any, only that which is convenient
b. Heavenly wisdom receives the commands of the gospe joyfully and obediently - cf. Mk 16:
15-16; Ac 2:38

Have you demonstrated heavenly wisdom?
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How To End Wars
James4:1-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Haveyou ever heard of...
a. “TheWar of the Whiskers?’
b. “TheWar of the Oaken Bucket?’
c. “TheWar of Jenkin's Ear?’
--  Thesewere actud wars between nations, and you can read about them in many history books

2. Wa istoo often afact of lifein spite of tregties, world peace organizations, etc....
a. Not only wars between nations
b. But there are wars of one kind or another on dmost every leve of life - even “gaswars’
between gas stationd!

3. Inour text, we find James discussing this important theme of “war”...
a. He describes three types of wars going on in the world
b. Healso telshow these wars can be stopped

[For example, thereis...]

. WARWITH EACH OTHER (1, 11-12)

A. EVEN AMONG CHRISTIANS...! (1)
1. Surey “brethren” ought to live together in love and harmony - cf. Psa 133:1
2. Yet often they do not
a. Lot quarrded with Abraham
b. Absadom created awar with hisfather David
c. Thedisciplesof Jesus argued over who would be greatest
d. Paul and Barnabas had great contention over John Mark
3. Even churchesin the New Testament often had problems...
a. At Corinth
1) Brethren were suing each other
2) They were competing in the public assemblies
b. In Galatia - brethren were “biting and devouring” one another
c. Even at Philippi - two women were having trouble getting dong with each other

B. INHISEPISTLE, JAMESIMPLIES SEVERAL DIFFERENT KINDS OF
POTENTIAL CONFLICTSAMONG BRETHREN...
1. Classwars-Ja2:1-9
2. Employment wars - Ja 5:1-6
3. Church fights - Ja 1:19-20; 3:13-18
4. Personad wars
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a. NoticeJa4:11-12
b. Where we are admonished not to spesk evil of one another, nor to judge one another

[And s0, we can easily be at war with one another. Why? James begins to answer this question by
explaining a second war that isgoing on...]

. WAR WITHIN OURSELVES (1-3)

A. THISISTHE REASON WE WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER...! (1)
1. Itisthe“war intheheart” that causes the warsin the church and esawherel
2. Our desrefor things to satisfy our pleasures (like power, possessons, etc.) iswhat makes
us fight with others
3. Putting it amply, the key problem is* selfishness’

B. SUCH SELFISH DESIRESLEAD TO...
1. WrongActions (2)
a. “you murder...you fight and war”
b. Perhapsnat literdly, but certainly soin God'ssight - cf. 1 Jn 3:15
2. Wrong Praying (3)
a. Thekind of praying that goes unanswered
b. Becausethe prayers are for sefish motives

[Thisiswhy people are often a war with one another. Every war or angry disagreement has people
who arefirg at war within themsadves: Why isthiss0? Why are people a war within themselves?
Once again, James gives us the answer when he describes another war that is going on...]

I'I.WAR WITH GOD (4-10)

A. HEREISTHE “ROOT CAUSE’ OF EVERY WAR, INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL...
1. Rebdlion againg God!
2. Insomeway...
a. ..thoseat war with others...
b. ..aedsoa war withinthemsdaves...
C. ..becausethey arefirst at war with God!

B. HOW DOESA BELIEVER DECLARE WAR AGAINST GOD...?
1. By beng friendly with God' s enemied
2. James mentions three enemies we must not fraternize if we want to be at peace with God:
a TheWorld (4)
1) That is, human society that is contrary to God
a) Any conduct, belief, thought...
b) ..whichisanti-God, antiChrist
2) Tobeafriend of such...
a) Makesone an enemy of God!
b) Makes one aspiritua adulterer or adulteress!
b. TheFlesh(1,5)
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1) Theunlawful desiresthat would lead us awvay from God
2) These desreswage war within us, but we must not give in to them - cf. 1 Pe 2:11
3) Suchdedresarein direct conflict to what the Spirit of God would have us to be and
do - cf. 4:5; Ga 5:16-26
4) To submit to these desires of the flesh sets one contrary to God and His Spirit!
c. TheDevil (6-7)
1) Prideis Satan's greatest temptation
2) When we give into pride, we become friends of the devil and enemies of God - 4:6

C. HOW TO ENJOY PEACE WITH GOD...
1. Submit To God (7)
a. Literdly, “get into your proper rank”
b. When abuck private acts like the generd, there is going to be trouble!
¢. Unconditiond surrender to God is the only way to victory!
d. Submissonissaying: “Not my will, but Thine be done”
2. Resist The Devil (7)
a. Heisbehind every war that we have
b. Butif wejud resg, then he will fleg!
3. Draw Near To God (8)
a. And Hewill draw near to us
b. How dowedo this?
1) “Cleanseyour hands’ - Get your Snsforgiven!
2) “Purify your hearts’ - Be sngle-minded in your devotion to God! (not double-
minded, like a spiritual adulterer)
4. HumbleYoursevesIn The Sight Of God (9-10)
a. It'spossbleto submit outwardly and not be humble inwardly
b. True mourning for our ans(cf. 4:9) is how we can humble ourselves before God
c. Theend result of such humility? God will lift you up! - 4:10

CONCLUSION

1. If we obey these four ingructions, then God will draw near to us, cleanse us, and forgive us!

2. Only then will the“wars’ cease...!
a. For wewill not be a war with God
b. Sowewill not be a war within ourselves
c. Andwewill not be a war with otherd

3. As Solomon wrote in the Book of Proverbs. “When a man’s ways please the LORD, He
makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.” (Pro 16:7)

Arewe diligent in making sure our ways are pleasing to the Lord...?

Note: Much of the materid for this outline was adgpted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wier sbe, pages 366-370.
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Making Our Plans
James4:13-17

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthetext for this study, James discusses the subject of making plans:

“Come now, you who say, ‘ Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a
city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not
know what [will happen] tomorrow. For what [is] your life? It iseven a vapor
that appearsfor a little time and then vanishes away. I nstead you [ought] to
say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now you boast in
your arrogance. All such boastingis evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do
good and does not do [it], to himitissin.” (Ja4:13-17)

2. Thissubject isvery relevant for us today, for we dl make plans of one sort or another...
a. Pansfor college, jobs
b. Pansfor mariage, family
c. Plansfor vacation, retirement
3. Making plans, in of itsdf, isnot wrong...
a. Paul often made plansin regard to histravels - Ac 15:36; 18:20-21; 1 Co 16:5-9
b. Infact, making plans (or setting gods) is akey to success in any venture we undertakein life
4. Butthereisa“right” way to plan, and a“wrong” way; and James discusses both!
[Fird, let’s consder the “right” way to “ Making Our Plans”...]

. WE CAN SUBMIT TO GOD’SWILL

A. I.E., SUBMIT OUR PLANSTO THE WILL OF GOD...

1. We can make our plans, but we should make them contingent to God' s approvd - “ if the
Lord wills” (15)

2. Thisiswhat Paul did
a “Godwilling” - Ac18:21
b. “if theLord permits” - 1 Co 16:7

3. Saying “if the Lord wills” assumes our faith in two things:
a. Tha God does have awill for us (even in mundane matters)
b. That God can intervene (via providence) to carry out Hiswill

4. Thewisdom of making our plans contingent upon the will of God will become evident later,
when we consder the “wrong” way to plan

B. IFWE REALLY WANT OUR PLANSTO SUCCEED, THEN WE WILL SEEK
FIRST TO DISCERN GOD’'SWILL, AND PLAN ACCORDINGLY ...
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1. Toagreat degree, thisis possible, for God wants usto:

a
b.
C.

Understand His Will - Ep 5:17
Befilled with HisWill - Co 1:9
Prove HisWill -Ro 12:2

2. Of course, this reates especidly to Hisreveal ed will

a
b.
C.

d.

Which pertains to matters right and wrong

Which isfound in the pages of the Bible

When we know God' s “revealed” will (from our study of the Bible), then we can act or
plan accordingly

Until then, theright way to plan isto show our submission to God by leaving our plans
subject to Hiswill

3. Thereisdso God's permissive will

a
b.

Which pertains to matters not right or wrong, but good and better
Even s0, we should still show our trust and dependence upon God in such matters by
committing our plansto His Will

[Now let’slook at the “wrong” way in “Making Our Plans”...]

. WE CAN IGNORE GOD’SWILL

A. TOPLAN THISWAY ISFOLLY... (13-15)
1. Becauselifeiscomplex (13)

a

ooo

There are the complexities of time (today, tomorrow, when?)

There are the complexities of activities (buy, sdl?)

So many decisons to make, so many mistakes might be made

If it's possible to know God' s will on any matter, that would increase the likelihood thet
our decisons and planswill be correct

2. Becaustlifeisuncertain (14a)

a

b.

C.

No one has a guarantee of tomorrow

1) Whether there will even be one

2) Or what will happen

Only God can bring about what He wills for the future without fall

Sincethisistrue, we should certainly desire to make plans that are in kegping with “His’
pland

3. Becauselifeisfrail (14b)

a

b
C.
d

Itislikea“vapor” - cf. Psa 39:5-6,11

. How subgtantid isa*“vapor” or “shadow’?

How quickly we can succumb to sickness or an accident illustrates our frailty
It isfoolish, then, to think “we’ have the strength within oursdves to “make’ our plans

happen - remember Ja 1:10-11
4. Becauelifeis brief (14c)

a

b.

C.

“gppearsfor alittletime”
Thisis something Job observed - Job 9:25-26; 14:1
Sincelifeis so short, it isimportant we do God' swill and not our own - ¢f. 1 .Jn 2:17

B. TOPLAN THISWAY ISBOASTFUL ARROGANCE... (16a)
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1. To plan without considering God' s will isto st ourselves up above God Himsdlf!
2. How could one be more arrogant than that?

TO PLAN THISWAY ISSIN... (16-17)
1. Itisgnbecauseit involves arrogance and boasting which is evil - 16
2. Itissin because we who are Christians know better - 17

a. Weknow what isgood: to plan with God' sWill in mind

b. Todoothewiseisto sn!

CONCLUSION

1. How do we make our plans?

a
b.

If we plan without considering the will of God, then we are foolish, arrogant, and snful!

If we make our plans subject to the gpprova of God, then we are wise, submissive, and
righteousin God' s sght!

If we endeavor to plan as much as we can within the framework of God' s “revealed” will, then
we increase the likelihood of success!

2. What about your “plans” for eternity?

a

b.

C.

Thereisno doubt what the Lord’ swill is on this subject - cf. Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15-16; Ac
2:38; R0 10:9-10; 2 Pe 1:5-11; Re 2:10

We can be certain of “success’ if we submit to God' swill in the matters of faith, repentance,
confesson, baptisam, and living afathful Chridian life

But to ignoreit isfaly in view of life’s uncertainty, frailty, and brevity!

Have you done as the Lord wills? (i.e., as “He” would have you do it?)

Note: Partsof the materid for this outline was adapted heavily from The Bible Exposition
Commentary, Volume 2, by Warren W. Wier sbe, pages 366-370.
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When God Gets Angry At The Rich
James 5:1-6

INTRODUCTION

1. Compared to many peoplein the world, we ar e indeed blessed; in fact, in comparison with most
people who live now and who have lived in the past, we are very rich!

2. Now, it isimportant to stress that God does not condemn therich for being rich...
a. Some of the most godly peoplein the Bible wererich
b. E.g., Job, Abraham, Joseph, David, Solomon, Barnabas, Philemon, Lydia
3. However, Christ does spesk of the difficulty of the rich being saved - cf. Mt 19:23-26
4. And there are times when God is very angry & therich, asin our text - Ja 5: 1-6:
5. Aswe congder this passage more carefully, we shal do so by trying to answer four questions...
a. Whois James addressing in this passage?
b. What isin store for these rich people?
c. WhyisGod so angry at them?
d. What gpplications can we draw from this passage?
[We begin, then, with the first question...]

. WHOISJAMESADDRESSING IN THIS PASSAGE?

A. ARE THEY CHRISTIANS...?
1. Aretheserich Chrigians who had been guilty of oppressng their brethren?
2. Possbly, but unlikely for severa reasons...
a. They are not addressed as “brethren’ asis often donein thisepistle - Ja 1:2,19; 2:1,
14; 3:1,10; 4:11
b. Thereisno cdl to repentance in this passage
1) Asthereisthroughout this epistie in those passagesin which it is clear brethren are
being addressed
2) Herethereisonly condemnation!
c. The brethren are not addressed until ver se 7, in which they aretold to be patient in light
of what has just been sad

B. MORE LIKELY, THOSE ADDRESSED ARE RICH UNBELIEVERS...
1. Who had been oppressng the Christians - cf. Ja 2:6
2. Thistirade of judgment upon them appears to serve the purpose of comforting the brethren
who were being oppressed by them - cf. Ja 5.7
a. TheLord has heard their cries- Ja 5:4b
b. Judgment is coming upon these rich oppressors
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c. Therefore the Chrigtians are told to be patient

[But even if this passage does not have direct reference to rich Chridtians, there are il things to which
we should give careful heed. And s0, we ask.. ]

II. WHAT ISIN STORE FOR THESE RICH OPPRESSORS?

A. MISERIESTHAT WILL CAUSE THEM TO “WEEP AND HOWL"...! (1-3a)
1. Socetan arethese miseriesto come, that James speaks of them aready occurring!
a. Richesare corrupted
b. Garments are moth-eaten
c. Gold and slver are corroded
2. Whenthis“corrosion’ of their riches occurs...
a. Itwill serve asawitness againg them (that they were guilty of the thingsto be
mentioned shortly)
b. Itwill eat their flesh likefire
1) The anguish and misery of poverty usualy affects the hardest those who were once
richl
2) Thus, when poverty gtrikes, it will make them “weep and howl” as though they were
on firel

B. THE MISERIES SPOKEN HERE MAY HAVE REFERENCE TO WHAT LATER
OCCURRED IN THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM IN A.D. 70...
1. Not long after this epistle was written, Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans
2. Many of therich Jewswho had oppressed their Chrigtian brethren literdly “weeped and
howled”
3. What they had failed to redize was that they had hegped up treasure “in the lagt days” (Ja
5:3b)
a. Likethe maninthe parable of therich fool (Lk 12:16-21), they thought they were
laying up riches for their latter days
b. Wheninfact, it wasthe “last days” of the Jewish economy when they were so busy
goring up wedlth!
c. Likesometoday, who store up for retirement and then die before they retirel

[ The miseries that came upon these rich people were terrible indeed (as described by Havius Josephus,
an eyewitness of the destruction of Jerusalem). Evenif it did not come in the destruction of Jerusdem, it
certainly came upon them when they died, asit did upon the rich man in the story of the rich man and
Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31)! Thisleadsusto thethird question...]

[T.WHY ISGOD SO ANGRY AT THESE RICH PEOPLE?

A. BECAUSE OF HOW THEY GOT THEIR WEALTH...
1. It wasthrough wicked means-Ja5:4
2. Specificaly, by withholding wages from those who had worked for them
3. Just as some people today get rich through dishonest schemes or unjust labor practices!
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B. BECAUSE OF HOW THEY USED THEIR WEALTH...

1.
2.

3.

They hoarded their wedth - Ja 5:3b

They spent it on themsdaves with pleasures and luxury - Ja 5:5 (fattening themselves like
cows for the daughter!)

They used the power that comes with wedlth to oppress “thejust” - Ja 5:6

a. Possbly areferenceto Chrigt

b. Or the Chrigtian whom they aso oppressed

[ The manner in which they got their wedlth and used it caused those who were oppressed to cry out,
and the Lord heard their prayers (Ja 5:4). Now, God who isjust is about to bring judgment upon
these rich oppressorsl Having examined this passage more closdly...]

V. WHAT APPLICATIONS CAN WE DRAW?

A. WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL HOW WE OBTAIN OUR WEALTH...

1.
2.
3.

To do 0 at the expense of otherswill bring God' swrath upon us! - cf. Deu 24:14,15
It iswrong to think that success can only come by stepping on others
This might be an gppropriate place to add what we learn from Paul in 1 Ti 6:9-10
a. Itisnot richesthat are wrong, but the desire to berich that iswrought with danger!
b. Richesarenot wrong if they are the byproduct of our endeavors, and not the goal
1) l.e, onemay desireto be adoctor to help the sick, or a plumber because of one’s
skill or interest in such matters, and receive riches as a byproduct because of the
vaue society might place on such services
2) But to enter such professions solely because one’s god isto get rich thereby, then
we are ensnared by the love of money!
So how do we obtain our wedlth?
a. If wedoit honestly and in compensation for ajob well done, God is not displeased
b. If wedo it by hurting others and by making wedth our primary object, then we arein
danger of God' swrath!

B. WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL HOW WE USE OUR WEALTH...

1.

2.

To spend it on luxurious living when others are suffering...

a Isexactly what James has described in this passage

b. Isanindication of thelack of thelove of God -1 Jn 3:17

According to the New Testament, the purpose of working is not to obtain wedth for our
own grétification, but to help those less fortunate!

a. Ascommanded by Paul - Ep 4:28; 1 Ti 6:17-19

b. Asexemplified by Paul - Ac 20:34-35

CONCLUSION

1. Living in the country and society in which we do, we have much for which to be thankful

2. But we aso have much of which we need to beware...
a. Weliveinasociety whereit is quite easy to become wedthy
b. Welivein asociety where covetousness or the desire to berich are not considered sins
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c. Welivein asociety where hegping up treasures for our own gratification is consdered an
indienable right!
-- Itiseasy to beinfluenced by these values!

3. Perhapswe need to ask ourselves congtantly: Are we laying up treasure in heaven, or on earth?
a. Thosewho lay up treasure in heaven are those who use their wesdlth to do good and help the
poor and lessfortunate - cf. Mt 19:21; 1 Ti 6:18-19
b. Thosewho lay up treasure on earth are actudly storing up for themselves miseries and wrath!
1) Miseries..whenther wedth falsthem in ther time of true need
2) Wrath...from God in the Day of wrath thet is yet to come

These are sobering thoughts worthy of our careful consideration. Have you even begun to lay up
treasure in heaven by obeying the gospel of Chrig?
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When You’'re Being Oppressed
James 5:7-12

INTRODUCTION

1. Doyou fed like someoneisout to get you? That they are trying to take advantage of you? That
you are being oppressed?

2. What should you do when you are oppressed? What should you not do?

3. InJames 5, James gives ingructions to those who appear to have been oppressed by therich...
a NoticeJa2:6
b. Therich had been holding back their wages - cf. Ja 5:4

c. Therich had been oppressng the righteous - cf. Ja 5:6
--  What werethe oppressed Christiansto do?

4. InJa5:7-12 (and surrounding verses), we find principles and ingtructions which should govern
Chrigtians when they are oppressed

[These principles are just as gpplicable today when we are oppressed by others. They include...]

I. DON'T RESIST

A. SUCH WASTHE BEHAVIOR OF THOSE BEING OPPRESSED IN JAMES' DAY ...
1. NoticeJab5:4,6
2. Though treated unjustly, they did not resst

B. NOT RESISTING ISCONSISTENT WITH OTHER SCRIPTURES...
1. Condder Lk 6:27-30
2. AlsoR012:19-21
3. And1Pe?2:18-23

C. ADMITTEDLY, THISISCONTRARY TO HUMAN NATURE AND WISDOM...
1. Human nature moves oneto react in “judtifiable anger”
2. Human wisdom cdls for “standing up for one’ srights’

D. BUT NOT RESISTING ISBASED UPON TWO THINGS...
1. Anawareness that the Lord is coming to judge - Ja 5:8-9

a. Thecoming of the Lord in this passage may have reference to His coming in judgment
upon Jerusdem (as foretold by Jesusin Lk 21 and which occurred when Rome
destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70)

b. Butit may dso refer to the Lord’ sfind coming on the Day of Judgment yet to occur

c. Likewise we can look for the coming of the Lord in judgment in various ways (desath,
the second coming, etc.)
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2. A willingnessto let Him be our avenger - cf. Lk 18:7-8

[1t isnot easy to keep one’s sdf from resisting, and to wait for the Lord to take care of it. That’ swhy
thereisaneed for thenext principle...]

II. BE PATIENT

A. THE WORD FOUND HERE ISSLIGHTLY DIFFERENT THAN THAT FOUND
EARLIER IN THISEPISTLE...
1. InJal:3, thewordis* hupomone”
a.  Which meansto bear up under trids
b. Which normaly meansto be patient in reference to things or cir cumstances
2. InJa5:7-8,10, the word is* makrothumia”
a.  Which meansto suffer long
b. Which normdly meansto be patient in reference to people (like oppressors)
c. AsVincent definesit:
1) A patient holding out under trid; along-protracted restraint of the soul from yielding
to passion, especidly the passion of anger
2) Thethought linksitsalf naturdly with thet in the preceding verse: “the righteous does
not ress”

B. THREE EXAMPLESARE GIVEN TO ENCOURAGE USTO BE PATIENT...
1. Thefarmer -Ja5:7
2. Theprophets- Ja5:10
3. Job-Jab5:11

C. EACH OF THESE EXAMPLESTEACH US...
1. Toplaceour trust inthe Lord, that He will eventudly reward usfor our trust in Him
2. To be geadfadt, in the meantime, in our serviceto Him

[But such patience or long-suffering is not easly acquired. Therefore, there is aneed to gpply the third
principlein this passage...]

I[I.ESTABLISH YOUR HEARTS

A. THEWORD “ESTABLISH” ...
1. Means*“tofix, makefas, to set” (Vine)
2. Istrandated “strengthen’ in other places
3. Toedablish one’s heart, then...
a. Involves drengthening our heart in a certain way
b. Here it meansto strengthen our heart so as to be patient and not resist evil being done

B. THEKEY TO ESTABLISHING OUR HEARTS...
1. IstheWord of God - cf. 2 Pe 1:12
2. Through congtant and careful study of God's Word...
a. Our faith in God and His eventud judtice is made stronger
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b. Patience and strength to not resst is developed - cf. Ro 15:4
[With hearts rooted and established in God's Word, we are more likely to act as we should when
oppressed. But there are some things we are likely to do when under stress due to unjust oppression.
James goes on to mention two that we areto avoid. Thefirst of theseis...]

IV.DON'T GRUMBLE

A. ESPECIALLY AGAINST ONE ANOTHER... (9)
1. When others oppress us, we are likely to vent our frustrations as those closest and dearest
to us
2. For example, aman after abad day at work often takes it out on his wife and family
3. Sobrethren are likely to direct their frustration towards each other when being oppressed
from outsde

B. WE HAVE GOOD REASON NOT TO GRUMBLE...
1. “lest you be condemned’
2. Thesnof grumblingisasariousone- cf. 1 Co 10:5-11
3. Thesame Lord who will judge those who oppress others will judge those who murmur and
grumble!

[So don't let the oppression of others cause us to be condemned by our mistreatment of our brethren.
Another warning is given...]

V. DON'T SWEAR

A. THISISSOMETHING ELSE ONE ISLIKELY TO DO WHEN IN TROUBLE...
1. Inother words, make rash promises
2. Promises which God will hold you to, even if not serious - cf. Ecc 5:1-7

B. THISPROHIBITION APPLIESESPECIALLY TO “FLIPPANT OATHS" ...
1. InJesus’ day, many Jews were prone to swear in thisfashion
2. Where they made a distinction between oaths usng God' s name and other oaths (those
using His name were considered binding, while the others were not)
3. Both Jesus and James condemn this distinction between different kinds of oaths - cf. Mt 5:
33-37; 23:16-22

[The solution isto refrain from oaths adtogether, and stand by your word. Findly, in times of
oppression, those who are God' s children have a powerful wegpon in their arsend. To utilize it, they
should...]

VI.PRAY

A. THISISTHE KEY THING TO DO WHEN OPPRESSED...
1. Aswelearnfrom Ja5:13
2. Thisiswhat the Chrigians of James day were doing - cf. Ja 5:4
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B. WHEN WE PRAY, GOD HEARS...!
1. AsseninJab:4
2. Aspromised by both Jesus and James, the Lord will avenge His righteous ones- Lk 18:
7-8; Ja5:7-8
3. It may not come when we want it, and the Lord may “bear long with us” - cf. Re 6:9-11
4. But when thetimeisripe, the oppressed will be avenged!

CONCLUSION

1. Therefore, when we are being oppressed...
a Dontress

Be patient!

Egtablish your heartd

Don't grumble

Don't swear

Pray!

0 o0 o

2. When we react this way to oppression...
a. Wefollow the example of Christ and the early disciples
b. Who committed themsalves to God who judges righteoudy
1) Christ-1Pe2:23
2) Thedisciples-1Pe4:19

3. With such arighteous God on our Side, it should be alot easier to endure those who oppress us!

Is the righteous God on your sde? Or rather, are you on His Sde?
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A Call ToPrayer And Praise
James 5:13-18

INTRODUCTION

1. Asiscommon in many of the New Testament epistles, we find various commands and exhortations
aswe draw near to the end of the epistle of James

2. InJa5:13-18, wefind acal to pray and sing praises, with guidance as to what to do and when
[For example...]

. INTIMESOF SUFFERING, LET USPRAY (13)

A. WHAT KIND OF SUFFERING DOESJAMESREFER TO...?
1. Theword used refers to suffering of any kind
2. Such as sickness, bereavement, disappointment, persecutions, loss of hedlth or property
3. Later, Jameswill ded specificaly with sickness

B. FOR WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY...?
1. For removal of the suffering, if it bethe Lord' swill - cf. Paul in 2 Co 12:8
2. For strength to endure the suffering, if it be the Lord s will that we bear it - cf. 1 Co 10:13
a.  God may not dways remove the source of our suffering, for it may be for our ultimate
good - cf. Psa 119:67,71,75
b. But at least He promisesto help us endureit!

C. FOR WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY...?
1. Certanly for oursalves, asimplied above
2. But dso for those who may be the source of our suffering
a AsJesustaughtin Lk 6:28
b. Doing this can help greetly to endure the suffering

[So intimes of suffering, let uspray! It isawonderful privilege to pray, and a greet source of comfort
when afflicted. Next, we learn from Jamesthat...]

II. INTIMESOF CHEER, LET USSING PRAISES (13)

A. THEWORD “CHEERFUL" ...
1. Denotes pleasantness, agreeableness
2. It suggests a gtate of mind free from trouble -- the opposite of affliction -- happy!

B. INSUCH A STATE OF HAPPINESS, ONE SHOULD SING PRAISES...!
1. For snging praisesis becoming of God's people
a. Condder the attitude of David, the sweet Snger of Isradl - Psa 92:1-2; 96:1-2; 101:1,
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111:1; 113:1-3; 146:1-2; 147:1; 149:1
b. David wasaman after God's own heart, shouldn't we be also?
2. For snging praises has the power to make good Stuations better - cf. Ep 5:18; Co 3:16

C. WHY DON’'T SOME CHRISTIANS SING PRAISESMORE OFTEN, MORE

FERVENTLY...?

1. Arethey that “aflicted’?

2. Hasn't God done enough in our livesto prompt usto praise Him fervently in song?

3. What excuse can we possibly give for refusing to praise God for His glory and goodness?
a. We cannot use the excuse that we cannot Sing
b. God “commands’ dl to sng, and unlesswe are “mute’ the command gppliesto us
c. Fortunately, God is not concerned with how it sounds, but that it is coming from the

heart, therefore dl who can speak can and should sing!

4. Heavenisdescribed by John in the Book of Reveation as a place where singing praisesto
God and Chrigt is an ongoing activity
a. If wedon't sng praisesto God on earth, though able...
b. Canweredly expect to be dlowed to praise God in heaven?

[Singing praisesto God is just as important as praying to God! Perhaps our prayers would be
answered more often, if we would praise God more often!’ Therest of our text deals with prayer asit
appliesto aspecid need...]

III.IN TIMESOF SICKNESS, LET USPRAY (14-18)

A. ADMITTEDLY, THISPASSAGE ISDIFFICULT...
1. Quedtions abound concerning it
a. Isthescknessphyscd or soiritud?
b. Isthe anointing with oil medicina or symboalic?
c. Isthe heding through providentid means or miraculous?
d. Istheheding spiritud or physical?
2. Firg, | beieve the sckness and hedling in this passage is physicd, though spiritud needs are
taken into consideration
a. Thisisinview of the phrase “and if he has committed sns, he will be forgiven’
b. Thisimpliesthe scknessis physicd, though it may be accompanied with spiritua
gckness aswell
c. Buttheconditiond “if” makesit clear that the illness may not be accompanied by sin,
which if true, would mean theillnessis not spiritud, but physicd
3. With the assumption that physicd illnessis being discussed, then there are two feasible
dternatives...
a. This passage refersto miraculous heding
1) Thedderswere called because they possessed the gift of hedling
2) Theanointing with oil was symboalic, representing the influences of the Holy Spirit
- cf. Mk 6:13
3) The heding was miraculous
b. Thispassage refersto providential heding
1) Thedderswere cdled because they were likely the most righteousin a
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congregation - cf. Ja 5:16
2) Theanointing with oil was medicind, as was commonly practiced in those days - cf.
Lk 10:34
3) The hedling was providentid
4. | lean toward the latter explanation...
a. Thefirg explanation must assume thet the elders in every church possessed the gift of
hedling, which isnat likely for two reasons.
1) We have no record of such in the New Testament
2) Thequdificationsfor ddersdid not requirethisgift - cf. 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1.5-9
b. Inillustrating the efficacy of prayer, James uses an example of God providentially
answering prayer - cf. 1 Kin 18:41-45
1) God wasindeed answering Elijah's prayer
2) But God did 0, providentidly, working through naturd means

B. WITH THISUNDERSTANDING, LET'SMAKE THE APPLICATION...
1. Intimesof physica sckness, cal for the elders of the church
a. Youwant the prayers of the “righteous” working in your behdf, don't you?
b. Notice Youareto cdl for them, not wait for them to call on you!
c. Havethe dderspray with you...
1) Infaith (trusting in the Lord's power to hed, if it be Hiswill)
2) Withfervor (“the effective, fervent prayer of arighteous man availls much.”)
2. Eldersshould not only pray, but see that appropriate medica ads are provided
a. Inacentury where hospitas were nonexistent, and physicians rare, anointing with oil
was a common treatment - cf. Lk 10:34
b. Today, thiswould involve the elders making sure the sick receive the treatment needed
3. Thesck should dso confessther sins, if they have any ...
a Verse 15 makesit clear that Scknessis not aways the consequence of Sin
b. But verse 16 and others (like 1 Co 11:29-32) suggests that illness may be God's
loving chastisement for in, in an effort to direct us back to Him
c. Inany case, sins need to be confessed and forgiveness sought if we hope to have God
hear our prayers

CONCLUSION

1. However oneinterprets Ja 5:14-16, there is no dispute over the main thrust in this passage...
a. Prayer and praise are very specid privileges for the Chritian
b. Thereisnot atimein our life when we shouldrit be doing one or the other
c. Wemugt be careful not to underestimate:
1) Theimportance of praise
2) Thepower of prayer

2. But to truly benefit from these two spiritua exercises, we must be in aright relaionship with God...
a. Which involves being open to God' s Word - Pro 28:9
b. And being adoer of God' swill - Mt 7:21

Arewe?
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Restoring Straying Saints
James 5:19-20

INTRODUCTION

1. AsJames comesto the close of his epistle, he stresses the importance of restoring those who
wander from the truth - Ja 5:19-20

2. Redoring draying saintsis a responshility given to all who are truly the children of God - cf. Ga 6:
1-2,1Th5:14

3. Ye, itisaresponghility that is o easy to neglect, and in most casesis neglected!

4. The purpose of thislesson istwaofold...
a. Toimpress upon our minds the importance of engaging in thiswork of restoring straying saints
b. To suggest how we should carry out this important work

[To appreciate the grave importance of restoring saints who have strayed, consider this question:
“What is the condition of those who have wandered from the truth?”]

|. THE CONDITION OF SAINTSWHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE TRUTH

A. ASDEFINED BY JAMESIN OUR TEXT...
1. They arein danger of death! - Ja 5:20
2. Onewho has wandered from the truth has aso wandered from the from the source of
forgiveness- cf. 1 Jn 1:6-7
3. Separated from the blood of Chrigt to cleanse him of hissins, heisin danger of suffering the
consequences of ain: (spiritud) death! - cf. Ro 6:23

B. ASDEPICTED BY PETER...
1. “thelatter end isworse for them than the beginning” - cf. 2 Pe 2:20-22
2. That such apersonisin danger of more serious punishment isstressed in Lk 12:47-48

C. ASDESCRIBED IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS (He 10:26-31)...

1. “thereno longer remains asacrifice for ans’ - the blood of Christ is no longer available for
him in this date!

2. “but acertain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation” - al that remainsisto
be eterndly logt in hdll!

3. “much worse punishment...will he be thought worthy” - because such a person is trampling
underfoot the Son of God, counting the blood of Jesus which had sanctified him acommon
thing, and isinsulting the Spirit of grace!

4. *“the LORD will judge His people’ - for those who despise His mercy, they will face His
righteous indignation!

Sermons From James 60



Mark A. Copeland

D. ASDECLARED BY JESUSHIMSELF...

1.
2.

Such will be removed from His presence! - cf. Re 2:4-5
Hewill expe such from His presence! - cf. Re 3:15-16

[When we truly understand the spiritud condition of our friends and loved ones who have strayed from
the truth, it should move us to do something! But how shal we carry out this responsibility?]

II. RESTORING STRAYING SAINTS

A. IT REQUIRESSPECIAL ATTRIBUTES...

1.

People who are spiritud - Ga 6:1
a.  Those who are producing the fruit of the Spirit in their own lives - cf. Ga 5:22-23
b. Unqudified personnd need not apply for this work
1) They might best work on themsdvesfirs - Mt 7:3-4
2) Then they can hdp others- Mt 7:5
A spirit of gentleness - Ga 6:1
a. Weaeengaged in ddicate “soul surgery”
b. Thisisnot thetime to misuse the “sword of the Spirit”!
A congtant sense of self-examination - Ga 6:1
a. If wearenot careful, we can eadlly fal into the same fault!
b. Asmany do when they counsd those with marita problems without proper supervision
A willingness to bear one another’ s burdens - Ga 6:2
a.  Which involves an expense of time and energy to help the wesk to overcome their faults
b. Our responghility is not fulfilled by smply pointing out our brother’ s faultd
Humility
a Thisisimpliedin Ga 6:3
b. Itisdated outrightin 2 Ti 2:24-26
c. Peoplewill not accept correction or advice coming from an arrogant person!
d. Inmany cases, we may need to confess our own sin of negligence firat! (for not coming
sooner)
Ample knowledge of God'sWord - 2 Ti 2:24
a. Wemust be able to teach and apply God's Word to the Situation
b. Itisimportant they respond to God s word, and not just to our views or opiniong!
Petience (longauffering) - 2 Ti 2:24
a. Thesamekind that we receive from God for our faults
b. The same kind that Paul showed towards the church a Corinth - cf. 2 Co 1:23-2:3
c. If repentanceis not forthcoming, we can wait for only solong - cf. 2 Co 13:1-2
A dncere demondration of love
a. Both at thetime of rebuke - cf. 2 Co 2:4
b. And at the time of repentance - cf. 2 Co 2:6-8

B. IT REQUIRES THE PROPER PROCEDURE...

1.

The wrong procedures:

a.  Running around and talking to everyone but the person who needs to be corrected and
restored!

b. Preaching about these people from the pulpit at the very outset!
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c. Bringing it up a congregationa busness medtings a the very fird!
2. Theproper procedure is outlined by Jesusin Mt 18:15-17

a. Even though the Sn may not be againg you persondly...
1) Thisisdill agood way to avoid misunderstanding
2) Thisisdill more likely to succeed

b. Therefore...
1) Go tothe person first
2) Then take others, if necessary
3) Thentdl it to the church, if necessary
4) If hewon't hear the church, withdraw any association that might appear to give

gpprovd to their behavior - c¢f. 1 Co 5:1-13; 2 Th 3:6-15; Ro 16:17

CONCLUSION

1. Thework of restoring or correcting saints may be unpleasant at times, but it has the potentid for
greet joy!
a. Bothinheaven-cf. Lk 15:7
b. Andinour hearts- cf. 3Jn 4

2. It comesdown to this...
a. Doweredly love God?
b. Do weredly love our straying brethren?
c. Read 1Jn 3:16-19, and subgtitute “spiritua goods’ for “world’s goods’ to answer our question

Brethren, let us love one another!
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