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| ssues Of Distinction
| ntroduction

INTRODUCTION

1. Asmuch aswe might want to be religioudy like those around us, there are certain “issues’ that
necessaily differentiate one from others
a. | cdl thee*Issues Of Distinction”
b. | choose theword “digtinction” because it means...
1) Theact of disinguishing; differentiation
2) The condition or fact of being dissmilar or ditinct; difference
3) A disinguishing factor, attribute, or characterigtic
c. Therefore“issues of diginction” are those which distinguish one from othersin some way

2. Such*“issuesof digtinction” relate to matters of truth and error
a. For those who love truth, that which is error holds no attraction
1) Remember what the wise man said about truth - Pro 23:23
2) Jesusdeclared the vaue of truthin Jn 8:31-32
3) John wrote highly of those who “wak in truth” - 3 Jn 3-4
b. Devotion to the truth, then, will necessarily digtinguish one from those who may subscribe to
error

3. Inthisintroductory lesson, | would liketo...
a. ldentify saverd important “ I ssues Of Distinction” (there are certainly others)
b. lludrate how they necessarily digtinguish one from others

[For example, one “issue of digtinction” is...)

|. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

A. SOME QUESTION OR DENY THE EXISTENCE OF GOD...
1. Suchasatheists
2. Or agnostics

B. OTHERSBELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF GOD...
1. Thisindudesthose of dl mgor reigions, including:
a.  Buddhigs, Hindus
b. Jews, Modems
c. Chridians
2. Thereasonsfor such belief may be varied, including:
a Bvidencesin nature
b. Fulfilled propheciesin the Scriptures
c. Evidencesfor the resurrection of Jesus Christ
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[As much as we may (and should) love or repect individuals who do not believe in a Supreme Being,
this issue creates a fundamenta difference between people. Another “issue of digtinction” is... |

II. THE IDENTITY OF GOD

A. MANY BELIEVE INA MULTITUDE OF GODS...
1. Such asBuddhists
2. And Hindus

B. OTHERSBELIEVE THE GOD OF ABRAHAM ISTHE ONE TRUE GOD...
1. Onthisddeof the“issue’ are:
a Jewsand Modems
b. Chrigians
2. Thereason why people beieve in the God of Abraham may vary:
a. Jews believe because of Moses and the Prophets
b. Chrigtians believe because of Maoses, the Prophets, and Jesus Christ
c. Modemsbdieve because of dl these plus Mohammed, their fina prophet

[Again, we should respect and love those who are Hindus and Buddhigts, but thisis an “issue of
diginction” which distinguishesus. A third issueis.. ]

[II.THE IDENTITY OF JESUS OF NAZARETH

A. MANY BELIEVE THAT JESUSWASSIMPLY A GOOD MAN, PERHAPSA
PROPHET, BUT NO MORE..
1. Many Jews hold aview of Jesus that He was agood man, but not the Messiah
2. Mosems believe that He was a prophet, but not the Son of God

B. OTHERSBELIEVE JESUSTO BE THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD...
1. Onthissdeof the“issue’, are dl professng Chridians
2. Together with Peter, they fredy confess. “Y ou are the Chrigt, the Son of the living God.”
- cf. Mt 16:13-16
3. Their reasons would include such things as.
a. Fulfilled Messianic prophecies
b. Evidencesfor His resurrection from the dead

[Now, it would be wonderful if dl who accepted the true identity of Jesus were united (this was Jesus
prayer - Jn 17:20-21). But unfortunately there are “issues of didtinction” which differentiate even those
who believein Jesus...]

IV.THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

A. MANY DISPUTE THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES...
1. E.g, Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox, etc., who accept in addition to the Bible:
a. Traditions of the church
b. Papal or ecclesastical decrees
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2. E.g., Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh-Day Adventists, Christian
Scientists, Pentecostals, etc., who believe in the need for:
a. Latter-day prophets
b. Modern-day revelations

B. OTHERSBELIEVE THE SCRIPTURESTO BE AN ALL-SUFFICIENT GUIDE...
1. Onthissde of the issue would be most mainstream Protestant churches
2. Reasons are based upon the claim of the Scriptures themselves:
a. To besufficient for making the man of God complete- cf. 2 Ti 3:16-17
b. To have been reveded onetime, for dl time- cf. Ju 3

[Where there are different standards of authority, people will not be able to agree. This make the issue
of the dl-sufficiency of the Scriptures an “issue of digtinction”. Y et another issueis..]

V. THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM

A. MANY DENY BAPTISM HASANYTHING TO DO WITH SALVATION...
1. Thisindudes many mainstream Protestant denominations
2. Who teach that baptism is Smply a confession of faith and not necessary to salvation

B. OTHERSBELIEVE THE BIBLE TEACHESBAPTISM TO BE NECESSARY ...
1. Necessay for sdvation - Mk 16:16
2. Necessary for the remisson of sins- Ac 2:38
3. Necessary for becoming children of God through faith - Ga 3:26-27

C. IFTHISLATTER CONVICTION BE TRUE...
1. Then those who teach otherwise are not proclaming the gospd Jesus and His gpostles
proclaimed, which is God's power unto salvation - Mk 16:15-16; Ro 1:16
2. Paul warned about those teaching a perverted gospd - Ga 1:8-9
[Findly, another issue that differentiates peopleis...]

VI.THE NATURE OF THE LORD’S CHURCH

A. SOME DENOMINATIONALIZE THE CHURCH...
1. | fear thisisthe case with many Churches of Chrigt, and especidly The I nter national
Church of Chrigt
2. By changing the nature of cooperation among loca churches, they create a de facto
denomination

B. OTHERSBELIEVE THE SCRIPTURESTO REVEAL A LIMITED FORM OF
CHURCH COOPERATION...
1. Locd churches may cooperate, but in ways that:
a. Follow the New Testament pattern for church cooperation
b. Allow locd churchesto maintain their locad autonomy and independence
2. E.g., congregations may support preachers, missonaries, needy Christians or churches
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3. But the New Testament pattern reved s this was done directly, with no intermediate or
overseeing church

CONCLUSION

1. Lovefor one sfelow man...
a. Makes one want to accept everyone asthey are
b. Andto let nothing come between us

2. Butlovefor God and truth must be stronger...
a. It must take precedent over love for our fellow man
b. It must prompt oneto let whatever istruly an “issue of ditinction” differentiate one from those
who believe otherwise

3. Of coursg, it isvery important...
a. That wedo not atificidly put up barriers
b. Todiligently study mettersto determine whether they merit such importance asto differentiate
ourselves from others
c. To present our conviction on such mattersin the proper spirit:
1) Spesking thetruthin love - Ep 4:15
2) Without quarreling, in gentleness, with patience and humility - 2 Ti 2:24-25

In the rest of this series | hope to do just that, as we examine each “issue of didtinction” surveyed inthis
lesson in grester detall ...
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| ssues Of Distinction
The Existence Of God

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our previous lesson, we introduced severa “ 1ssues Of Distinction” , matters which by their
nature differentiate those with opposing views...

-0 Q0T

The existence of God

The identity of God

The identity of Jesus of Nazareth
The dl-sufficiency of the Scriptures
The purpose of baptism

The nature of the Lord's church

| concluded by saying thet it isimportant...

a

b.

That we do not artificidly put up barriers

To diligently study matters to determine whether they merit such importance asto differentiate
ourselves from others

To present our conviction on such mattersin the proper spirit:

1) Speskingthetruthinlove-Ep 4:15

2) Without quarrding, in gentleness, with patience and humility - 2 Ti 2:24-25

Therefore, if an issueis such that it is one of “digtinction”, we ought to be ableto...

a

b.

Explain why we bdlieve the way we do
Present reasons why those who differ ought to reconsider their convictions

[In this study, we shall take acloser look at the first “issue of digtinction”: The Existence of God...]

THE IMPORTANCE OF THISISSUE

A.

IF GOD DOESNOT EXIST...
1. Then athests and agnostics are on the Sde of truth
2. Thenthereisno Supreme Being to which we must give an account
a. l.e, noJudgment Day
b. l.e, no heaven or hell
3. Thereisno reason to be accountable to anyone but ourselves
4. Thereisno right or wrong, no good or evil
5. Wewould best live by the saying: “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we di€’

B. BUT IF GOD DOESEXIST...

1. Thenthereisa Supreme Being to Whom we must give an account
2. Weoweto oursdlves to learn whatever we can...

a. About the nature of this God

b. About what He may require of us

Issues Of Distinction
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Such asearch for knowledge concerning this God may be lifelong, but if thereisa God,
then it isworth it! - cf. Jer 9:23-24

[In any issue of controversy, the burden of proof rests upon those who argue in the affirmative; so what
are the evidences presented by those who affirm that God exists?|

II. EVIDENCESFOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

A. THE“ONTOLOGICAL” ARGUMENT...

1.

This argument was espoused by Ansdm, a theologian and philosopher, aso the archbishop
of Cantebury (ca. 1100 A.D.)
a. Itrunssomething likethis 1f man can have the concept of a perfect God, then
He must exist
b. It isbased upon the premise that everything man can know or think is based upon some
redlity (though often perverted)
“Thisis probably one of the weskest of the philosophica arguments; and to many this
argument is somewhat unconvincing.” (J. D. Thomas, Facts & Faith)

B. THE “GENERAL” ARGUMENT...

1.

2.

Thisargument is based upon the universal belief in God and therdigiousinstinct

a “Menindl theworld, and throughout dl time, not only believe in deity, but dso engage
in acts of worship and devotion.” - cf. Ac 17:26-27

b. “Therdigious principle is extremey potent in dl nations, dominating their thought and
history.”

c. “Everywhere the human heart has a craving for God. There will be exceptions as
individuals, but the exceptions do not invdidate the rule. The atheist isan exception in
every society!” (Ferrdl Jenkins, Introduction To Chrigtian Evidences)

This argument reasonsin this way:

a. Sincethereisin the universe those things that satisfy man's degpest longings...

b. ..theremust be aredity (i.e., God) that complements and meets this universal craving
for a Supreme Being

C. THE“COSMOLOGICAL” ARGUMENT...

1.

2.

Thisisdso cdled “the argument from first cause”’

a. Itisbasad uponthe premise every effect must have a cause

b. The cosmos (universe) is an effect that has adequate cause

c. Thethas beievesthat Gen 1:1 revedsthat adequate cause: “1n the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.”

A common objection is often raised: “Who created God?”’

a. Itisimportant to bear in mind that the law which States every effect has a cause applies
to things that are “physicd”

b. God by definition is not physica, and therefore not bound by laws which we may
discern to apply to physica things
1) Godisaspiritua being - cf. Jn 4:24
2) Hisomnipresenceis but one example of how He defies laws of nature - cf. Jer 23:

23-24
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c. Sothe argument does not gpply to Him, and He becomes the uncaused cause of dl
thingd

D. THE“TELEOLOGICAL” ARGUMENT...

1. Thisargument is based upon the evidence of design in the universe

2. Evidence of design suggests a“designer”, some Being with intelligence possessing purpose
a. E.g., awatch shows design, and implies a watchmaker
b. To credit such intricate and precise workmanship to blind chance is unreasonable

3. Examplesof desgnin the universe are many; some examples:
a. Orderly movement of heavenly bodies, making space travel possible
b. Animd indinct, such asthe migration patterns of birds, eds, and sadmon
c. The human body itsdf, eg., theeye

4. Contemplating upon the universe and the human body rightfully produces awe, and points
man to his Creator - cf. Psa 19:1-2; 139:14; Ro 1:19-20

E. THE“MORAL” ARGUMENT...
1. Thisisdso cdled the “anthropologica argument”
2. Itisbasad upon redity that everywhere people have a sense of ought
a. Tha in certain circumstances, certain things should be done
b. People are concerned...
1) That people should act a certain way
2) That people do not often act the way they should
c. Even ahests and agnogtics have a sense of justice, and are angered when it is
violated (asin the case of rape and murder)
3. Thismord naure in man demands a Mora Being asthe Origind Cause

F. THE“ESTHETICAL” ARGUMENT...
1. Thisargument is based upon the presence of beauty and sublimity in the universe
2. It observesthat you have both...
a. Thepresence of beauty in nature itself, and in art produced by man
b. The response of man to such beauty
3. How did this“beauty”, and the “ ahility to appreciae’ it, develop?
a. Were both the result of blind chance?
b. Or didit come from a Supreme Being, who isnot only...
1) Intdligent (an argument from design)
2) Mord (an argument from our sense of ought)
...but dso Artigtic (an argument from beauty and our sense of it)? - cf. Psa 96:4-6

CONCLUSION

1. These arguments we have considered are philosophical arguments, but they are based upon what
the Bible itsdlf says can be learned about God from nature - Psa 19:1-2; Ro 1:20

2. The arguments we have consdered are some of the reasons why so many believe in the existence of
God, be they Hindus, Buddhigts, Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc.
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3. Other arguments can be offered to support the existence of God...
a. Fulfilled propheciesin the Scriptures
b. Scientific foreknowledge of the Scriptures
c. Uniformity of the Scriptures
d. Evidencesfor the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
-- But these arguments we shall consider aswe examine other “issues of distinction”

Who isthis Supreme Being? In our next study, we shall take alook at “ The I dentity Of God” ...
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The ldentity Of God

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous study briefly surveyed some of the arguments for the existence of God:

a

b.

C.

d.

The ontological argument (if man can conceive of a perfect God, one must exist)

The gener al argument (the universal belief in God and man's rdigious indinct)

The cosmological argument (every effect must have a cause; the cosmosis an effect, and its
adequate cause is God)

Theteleological argument (evidence of design necessitates a Designer)

The moral argument (mord nature in man and sense of “ought” demandsaMord Personin
back of dl things)

The esthetical argument (beauty in the universe and man' s response to it suggests a Supreme
Being with an eye for beauty)

These philosophical arguments are based upon what is seen in creation, which reveals
something of the Creator - cf. Ro 1:20

2. But these arguments do not, nor does the crestion, identify who this Supreme Beingis...

a

b.

C.

Is He the God revealed in the Bible?
Is He the God or Gods believed in by Hindus, Buddhists, etc.?
Or isHe some Being yet to be discovered by mankind?

[In this Sudy, we shall take acloser look at the second “issue of digtinction”: The I dentity of God...]

. THEIMPORTANCE OF THISISSUE

A.

B.

IF GOD ISNOT THE ONE REVEALED IN THE BIBLE...
1. Thenthe Jew, the Modem, and the Chrigtian are in error
a. For they are united in their belief that He is the God of Abraham
b. And tha He has reveded Himsdf through prophets
2. Then we should be looking € sewhere to learn who God is
a. Either to the eestern rdigions, such as Hinduism or Buddhism
b. Or perhgps some other religion among the many in the world

IF GOD ISTHE ONE REVEALED IN THE BIBLE...

1. Thenwe oweit to oursalvesto carefully reed the Bible
a. Tolearn what God has reveded about Himself
b. Tolearn what God expects of mankind

2. Then we have narrowed down the choices asto what isthe true religion in the world:
Judaism, Chridtianity, or Idam

[Aswe proceed to consider arguments for believing that the God of the Bible is the One True God, a
certain line of reasoning will be followed:
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TheBible claimsto bethe Word of the One True God:; if thisistrue, we should
find evidence of inspiration.

What, then, are evidences that the Bible isredly inspired of God?)|

II. EVIDENCESFOR THE IDENTITY OF GOD

A. THE UNIFORMITY OF THE SCRIPTURES...
1. TheBibleisacollection of 66 books, written:

a. Over a1600 year span

b. Over aperiod of 40 generations

c. By approx. 40 authors from every wak of life; eg.:
1) Moses, apalitical leader trained in the universties of Egypt
2) Peter, afisherman
3) Amos, aherdsman
4) Joshua, amilitary generd
5) Nehemiah, acup bearer to aking
6) Daniel, aprime miniser
7) Luke, aphyscian
8) Solomon, aking
9) Matthew, atax collector
10) Paul, a tentmaker and rabbi

d. Indifferent places
1) Mosesin the wilderness
2) Jeremiah inadungeon
3) Danid onahillsde andin apalace
4) Paul indde prison walls
5) Lukewnhiletraveling
6) Johninexileantheide of Patmos
7) Othersintherigorsof military campaign

e. Atdifferent times
1) Davidintimesof war
2) Solomonintimesof peace

f.  During different moods
1) Somewriting from the heights of joy
2) Othersfrom the depths of sorrow and despair

g. Onthree continents
1) Asa
2) Africa
3) Europe

h. Inthreelanguages
1) Hebrew
2) Aramaic
3) Greek

I.  Which subject matter includes hundreds of controversal topics
1) Theorigin of men & the universe
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2) Thenature of God
3) Thenature of Sn & man's redemption

2. Despitedl this, there is harmony and continuity!

a

b.

For example:

1) “The Paradise Lost of the book of Genes's becomes the Paradise Regained of
Revdation”

2) “Whereasthe gateto thetree of lifeis closed in Genedis, it is opened forevermorein
Reveation.” - Geider and Nix

Compare the continuity of the Bible with any other such writings of man

1) Imagine what you would haveif you just took ten authors...
a) From onewadk of life, one generation, one place, one time, one mood one

continent, one language

b) Speaking on one controversid subject

2) You would have a conglomeration of ideas, not harmony!

3. Thereason for the unity of the Bible?

a

b.

The writerswere dl inspired by the same God - cf. 2 Pe 1:20-21
Providing evidence that the God of the Bible is the One True God!

B. THE SCIENTIFIC FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE...
1. Thenaure of thisargument:

a

b.

C.

In the Bible there are scientific truths...

1) That were unknown by man with al hiswisdom and resources

2) That are stated as facts hundreds of years in advance of the discovery of these
truths by men

That the writers of the Bible could have known these facts only through inspiration

That such evidence of ingpiration confirms they were writing or spesking for the One

True God!

2. Jug afew examples of facts written about in the Bible, but confirmed only recently with the
ad of modern science...

a

The roundness of the earth - | sa 40: 22

b. The sugpenson of the earth in space - Job 26:7
c. Thecurrentsin the seas- Psa 8:8

d.

e. All nations of oneblood - Ac 17:26

The springs in the seas - Job 38:16

C. FULFILLED PROPHECIESFOUND IN THE BIBLE...
1. Thenature of this argument:

a

b.

The prophecies of the Old Testament foretold events in detail that were beyond the

scope of human speculation

How did the writersdo it?

1) They attributed it to God!

2) And God declared that such evidence was a proof of His existence and superiority
over men and dl heathen gods - | sa 41:21-24; 42:8-9; 46:8-11

2. A few examples (Messianic prophecies will be consdered in the next sudy):

a

b.

Thefdl of Babylon, written two hundred years before it occurred - I sa 13:17-22
Thefal of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war than by outside forces
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-1s219:1-4
c. Thefdl of Nineveh, with its utter desolation - Zep 2:13-15
d. Thefdl of Tyre, with its becoming a place for the soreading of nests - Ezek 26:1-5
-- Cf. Introduction To Christian Evidences, Ferrdl Jenkins, pp. 87-107

CONCLUSION

1. We have briefly surveyed evidence suggesting the Bible to be inspired by a Supreme Being...

a

b.

C.

The uniformity of the Scriptures

The stientific foreknowledge of the Bible

Fulfillment of prophecies found in the Bible

Our examples have been few, and simply illustrative; indeed, entire volumes have
been written on this subject

2. TheBibleisdther thework of men or of God; if it isfrom God...

a

b.

Thenit is easy to understand how these men could write asthey did
Then the identity of the One True God is known:

1) Heisthe God of the Bible!

2) Andthat Book is His Word to us!

3. But among those who believe in the God of the Bible, there are differences...

a

b.

C.

Most Jews accept only the Old Testament portion as Scripture

Chrigtians accept both the Old and New Testaments

Moslems believe that both the Old and New Testaments have been corrupted, so asto
present an improper picture of Moses and Jesus

4. The core of these differences revolve around another “issue of digtinction”: The I dentity Of Jesus
Of Nazareth

That isthe“issue’ we shdl examine in our next study...

Issues Of Distinction
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The I dentity Of Jesus Of Nazareth

INTRODUCTION

1. Sofarin this series we have considered two “issues of digtinction’:
a. TheExistence Of God - which differentiates between...
1) Atheigsand agnostics on the one hand
2) Buddhigts, Hindus, Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., on the other hand
b. Theldentity Of God - which distinguishes between...
1) Buddhists, Hindus, etc.
2) Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc.

2. Indoing s0, we briefly surveyed evidence that supports a belief...
a. That God does exist
b. That the God of Abraham (i.e,, the God of the Bible) is the one true God

3. Our next “issue of digtinction’” concerns “ The I dentity Of Jesus Of Nazareth” ...
a. Jawsand Modems believe he was just a good man, perhaps even a prophet
b. But Chrigtians profess much more, that He was the Messiah, even the Son of God!

[In this study, we shdl briefly review the claims made about Jesus, and some evidence which supports
these clams...]

l. THE CLAIMSMADE ABOUT JESUS

A. THE NEW TESTAMENT MAKESBOLD CLAIMSABOUT JESUS...

1. Presenting Him to be the Messiah, foretold by the Old Testament
a. Asseeninthe confesson of Peter - c¢f. Mt 16:13-17
b. Asseenin Luke sdescription of Jesus’ conversation following His resurrection - cf. Lk

24:25-27,44-48

2. Presenting Him to be the very Son of God!
a. Again, as confessed by Peter - Mt 16:16
b. Asintroduced in John's gospel - Jn 1:1-3,14

B. THENEW TESTAMENT ALLOWSONLY TWO ALTERNATIVES...
1. Jesusiseverything the New Testament authors clam
a. The Chrig, the Son of God
b. Indeed, the King of Kingsand Lord of lords- cf. 1 Ti 6:14-16
2. The New Testament is a carefully orchestrated fraud, written purposefully to decelve!
a. Theauthors leave us no other choice - cf. 2 Pe 1:16-18
b. Either their sory istrue, or they were fase witnessed! - cf. 1 Co 15:14-15

C. WE CANNOT SAY THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN SINCERELY DECEIVED...
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1. Especidly in reference to the resurrection of Jesus, which is offered as the ultimate proof of
His daity and Messiahship
a. They dam they ate and drank with Him afterwards - Ac 10:39-41
b. They clam they saw and touched Him -1 Jn 1:1-4
2. They leave usno room for saying they were but mistaken or deceived!
a. Some skeptics have tried to offer this as an dternative
b. That perhgosin ther grief and loss over the crucifixion of Jesusthey “hdlucinated” or
saw grief-ingoired “visons” of Jesus
c. But “hdludnaions’ and “visons” are highly individudigtic experiences
1) One person might see the hdlucination or vison
2) But severd or many people don't see the same vison a the same time!
d. Asoutlined in the gogpelsand dso 1 Co 15:4-8, the resurrection appearances of Jesus
were often witnessed by many at the same time (over 500 on one occasion!)

[So we redlly have no other choice; either the New Testament with its clams about Jesusisa* Book
Of Truth,” oritisa“Book of Lies.” Which is more reasonable to believe? To help us decide,
consder...]

1. IMPLICATIONSIF CLAIMS ABOUT JESUS ARE NOT TRUE

A. THE NEW TESTAMENT ISA CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED LIE...!
1. With great accuracy the authors described events, places, and people (at least those we can
confirmed by archaeology) - Lk 2:1-5
2. If therecord of miracles and the resurrection is fase, then they very carefully intertwined
fact and fiction!
-- Isit reasonableto believe that?

B. THE AUTHORS SUFFERED EXTREME HARDSHIP FOR WHAT THEY KNEW
WASALIE..!
1. Many peoplewill lieif they can get something out of it (such as money, power)
2. But what did the gpostles get out of it?- cf. 1 Co 4:9-13
3. What did Paul get for holding to histestimony? - cf. 2 Co 11:24-29
4. How do we know they redly suffered this hardship?
a. Thefact that the letters of the New Testament were even saved!
b. For example, consder the letters 1 & 2 Corinthians...
1) Theseletters arefilled with rebuke of the Corinthians
2) The Corinthians would have every reason not to save these letters which exposed
their faults
3) The Corinthians had first hand knowledge as to whether the gposties and Paul redly
suffered the hardship spoken of in therr letters
4) If they knew the accounts of such hardship to be fdse, they would have quickly
destroyed these letters written by aliar who embarrassingly wrote about their
problems!
5. So especialy the author of half the books of the New Testament (Paul) suffered extreme
hardship for alie, if the New Testament is not true
-- Isitlogical to believe that?
I ssues Of Distinction 16
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C. THE AUTHORSWHO WERE MARTYRED KNEW THEY WERE DYING FOR A

LIE...
1. True, many peoplein history have died for what was actudly alie...
a. They sncerdly believed it be true; sadly, they were mistaken
b. But we have seen that the nature of the apostles testimony as eyewitnesses of the
resurrection does not dlow for the possibility they were sncerely mistaken
2. History and tradition record that:
a. Jameswas stoned to death
b. Paul was beheaded
c. Peter was crucified
3. If the New Testament isalie, they went to their desths knowing they were dying for alie!
-- Isitrational to believe that?

D. IN SUFFERING AND DYING FOR A LIE, THEY WENT AGAINST EVERYTHING
JESUSAND THEY THEMSELVES TAUGHT...!
1. “Butletyour ‘yes be‘yes, and your ‘no’ be‘no’.” - Jesus (Mt 5:37)
2. “Therefore, putting away lying, each one spesk truth with his neighbor...” - Paul (Ep 4:25)
3. “Theefore laying aade dl mdice, dl guile, hypocrisy, envy, and Al evil spesking” - Peter
1Pe21l)
-- Doesit make senseto believe that?
E. THEBOOK WITH THE WORLD’SHIGHEST STANDARD AND LOFTIEST
GOALSWASCOMPOSED BY LIARS, FRAUDS, AND DECEIVERS!
1. What book presents a higher standard of love and mordity than the New Testament?
2. For example, Jesus’ “Sermon On The Mount” (Mt 5-7) and Paul’ s “Discourse On Love”
(1Co13)
-- Canyou beieveit?
CONCLUSION

1. Thisiswhat one must believeif they do not believe the New Testament when it speaks of the
miracles, fulfilled Messanic prophecies and resurrection accounts of Jesus.

a

It isacarefully orchestrated lie!

b. The authors suffered extreme hardship for what they knewwas alie!

c. Those authors who were martyred knew they were dying for aliel

d.

e. And somehow, these liars, frauds, and deceivers came up with abook containing the world’s

In suffering and dying for alie, they went againg everything Jesus and they themsalves taught!

highest gandard mordity and loftiest goddl

2. | am convinced that those who do not believe the New Testament are those who:

a

b.

Have never read the New Testament carefully
Have not congdered the logica implications of Smply regarding it as a mixture of fact and
fiction!

3. But to thosewho will read it, | believe that they will find...
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a. Tha it has“thering of truth’ toit
b. That it will convince one of the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth!

4. As John wrote toward the end of his gospd:

“ And truly Jesus did many other signsin the presence of His disciples, which
are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that
Jesusisthe Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may havelifein His
name.” (Jn 20:30-31)

5. What isyour view of Jesus of Nazareth?
a. Areyou willing to accept the evidence that “ Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” ?
b. If s, then with such faith you have the right to become a child of God, and have “lifein His
name’! - cf. Jn 1:12; Ga 3:26-27
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| ssues Of Distinction
The All-Sufficiency Of The Scriptures

INTRODUCTION

1. Inpreviouslessonswe have briefly consdered three “issues of ditinction’:

a. TheExistence Of God - which differentiates between...
1) Atheigsand agnostics on the one hand
2) Buddhigts, Hindus, Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., on the other hand

b. Theldentity Of God - which distinguishes between...
1) Buddhists, Hindus, etc.
2) Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc.

c. Theldentity of Jesus Of Nazar eth - over which there is a difference between...
1) Jews, Modems, etc.
2) Chridians

2. It would be wonderful if al who accepted Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of God” were one...
a.  Jesus prayed for such unity - Jn 17:20-21
b. Paul commanded that we be one-1 Co 1:10-13

3. Themain reason why there is not unity pertains to another “issue of digtinction’...
a. Tha issueis The All-Sufficiency Of The Scriptures
1) Arethe Scriptures sufficient by themsdvesto lead us unto savation?
2) Or do we need other sources of authority for what we do in matters of religion?
b. One’spostion on thisissue will greetly affect hisor her rdigious bdliefs and practiced

[Toillugtrate why thisistrue, dlow me to demondrate how...]

. MANY DENY THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

A. SUCH ASROMAN CATHOLICS, GREEK ORTHODOX, ETC...
1. Who accept in addition to the Bible...
a. Traditions of the church which have arisen over the years
b. Papa or ecclesastica decrees
2. Allowing such “treditions” or “decrees’ to take precedence over the Scriptures
a. Eg.,usng“Father” asardigioustitle, though Jesusforbid it - Mt 23:9
b. E.g. requiring cdibacy for bishops, though Paul taught otherwise-1 Ti 3:1-2

B. SUCH ASMORMONS, JEHOVAH'SWITNESSES, PENTECOSTALS, ETC...
1. Who accept in addition to the Bible...
a. Latter-day prophets
b. Modern-day reveations
2. Who dlow their “revelaions’ to take precedence over the Scriptures
a E.g.,theMormons’ concept of God having abody of flesh - cf. Jn 4:24; Lk 24:39
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b. E.g., the Witnesses denid of the bodily resurrection of Jesus - cf. Lk 24:39-40; Jn 2:
19-22

c. E.g., Pentecostdsdlowing women preachers- cf. 1 Co 14:34-37; 1 Ti 2:11-12

[When people rgect “the dl-sufficiency of the Scriptures’, appealing to other sources for their authority
inreligion, divison isthe natura outcome. Thefirgt step towards unity is to recognize the need for the
same standard of authority, and that standard isthe Scripturesadone!  But are the Scriptures done an
dl-sufficient guide? Congder...]

II. THE ARGUMENT FOR THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

A. THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD HASBEEN PROCLAIMED...

1.

In his address to the Ephesian elders...

a. Paul said he had proclamed “ the whole counsel of God” - Ac 20:27

b. He had held nothing back - Ac 20:20

In leaving them, he entrusted them to the Word of God - Ac 20:32

a. Which was aufficient to “ build you up”

b. Which was sufficient to * give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified’

Note: Paul did not leave them to “revelations” yet to come, but to the Word of

God which was sufficient to save them!

B. WEHAVE ALL THINGSPERTAINING TO LIFE AND GODLINESS...

1.

2.

Peter wrote how God has given us dl things necessary for spiritud life and godly living
-2Pel:3

Note well...

a. Hehad not given “some” things, but “dl” things

b. Hehad not given “some” things now, with “more’ things to come later

Whatever | need for “lifeand godliness’, | know it has been revealed in God's
Word!

C. THE FAITH HASBEEN REVEALED ONCE FOR ALL...

1.
2.

Jude wrote of “the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints’ - Ju 3

In the Greek, “once for dl” is“onetimefor dl time”

a. l.e,thefath (that body of knowledge we areto believe) was ddivered one time for all
time

b. Thefathwast partly reveded, with more to come through later revelations years later!

c. Thefath wasit reveded just for that generation, with a different faith to be reveded for
ageneration yet future!

Therefore the task we have is*to contend earnestly for the faith”, not be looking

for a new faith to fit our desires or expectations!

D. THE SCRIPTURES CAN MAKE USCOMPLETE, EQUIPPED FOR EVERY GOOD
WORK...

1.

Paul wrote to Timothy of the vaue of the Scriptures-2 Ti 3:14-17
a. Inspired of God, it is profitable for:
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1) Doctrine
2) Reproof
3) Correction
4) Ingruction in righteousness
b. Itiscapable of making the man of God “ complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work”
1) Not partid, but complete!
2) Not some good works, but every good work!

-- What tradition, decree of man, or modern day revelation do any morethan the

ingpired Word of God?
2. When | turn to the Scriptures, | find that | have dl | need to...
Bdievein Jesus - Jn 20:30-31
Havelife in His name - Jn 20:30-31
Have fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the gpostles- 1 Jn 1:3
Havejoy that isfull -1Jn 1.4
Havehdpwhenl sn-1Jn 2:1
Know that | have eternd life-1Jn 5:13
Understand the reveation of the mystery of God - Ro 16:25-26; Ep 3:3-4
Be fruitful in the knowledge of Jesus Chrigt and have an abundant entrance into the
everlagting kingdom - 2 Pe 1:8-11
What else must one know or have?

SQ@ o opow

CONCLUSION

1. Therewill dways be adigtinction reated to “the al-sufficiency of the Scriptures’

2. Thedigtinction becomes gpparent as one considers the doctrines and practices of any religious
group...
a. Those who accept it are more gpt to be like the church you read about in the Bible
b. Thosewho deny it will quickly evolve into something much different

3. 1 hopel have given you reasons to place your faith in the Word of God, and it lone!
a. Thewhole counsd of God has been proclamed!
b. Wehavedl things pertaining to life and godliness
c. Thefaith has been revealed once and for al!
d. The Scriptures can make us complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work!

And 0 in the words of the apostle Paull...
“...I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is ableto build

you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts
20:32)
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| ssues Of Distinction
The Purpose Of Baptism

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthisserieswe have surveyed the following “issues of ditinction’:
a. TheExistence Of God - which differentiates between...
1) Atheists and agnostics, who deny or question God' s existence
2) Buddhigts, Hindus, Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., who believe in a Supreme Being
b. Theldentity Of God - which distinguishes between...
1) Buddhigts, Hindus, etc., who hold to many gods
2) Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., who believe in God of Abraham
c. Theldentity Of Jesus Of Nazar eth - over which thereis a difference between...
1) Jews, Modems, etc., who may accept Jesus as a good man, perhaps a prophet
2) Chrigians, who believe Jesusis the Chrigt, the Son of God
d. TheAll-Sufficiency Of The Scriptures - where again there is a difference between...
1) Catholics, Mormons, JWs, etc., who deny the Scriptures are dl-sufficient
2) Maingtream Protestants, Chrigtians, etc., who profess the principle of “scripturasola” (the
Scriptures aone)

2. Another “issue of diginction” is The Pur pose Of Baptism...
a. Somewho say that the purpose of baptism has nothing to do with salvation
b. Otherssay that baptismisan integrd part in God' s plan for saving man

3. Inthissudy, we shdl examine...
a.  The common view of baptism hed by many denominations
b. What the Scriptures themsdlves teach concerning baptism
c. What difference doesit redly make

[We begin with...]

|. THE COMMON DENOMINATIONAL VIEW REGARDING BAPTISM

A. BAPTISM HASNOTHING TO DO WITH SALVATION...
1. Theview expressed by many Baptistsis a popular one:

a. “Baptists believe that no oneissubject for baptism till heisalready saved.”

b. “Webe€ieveit isa positive command, enjoined upon the believing, saved soul,
and is essential to true, loving obedience”

c. “Baptistsbelievethat theimmersion of a believer isan open declaration to the
world that such aoneisdead tosin.”

d. “Again, theimmersion isa proclamation to the world that we believein Him
who died for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and
that Herose again the third day according to the Scriptures”

e. “Soitisaproclamation of our bdief that Christ arose from the dead...”
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-- Wha Baptiss Bdieve And Why They Bdievelt, J. G. Bow

2. My purposeis not to single out Baptists (my materna ancestors were Baptists)
a. Not al Baptists would agree with the above view (see comments below)
b. Butitisindicaive of mogt Baptists, and is held by many Protestants

B. THE PURPOSE OF BAPTISM FROM THISPERSPECTIVE...

1. Bagptismisamply “apublic declaration’ of one’ sfaith in Jesus Christ

2. Itisacommand to be obeyed AFTER sdvation, smilar to the Lord's Supper

3. Itistherefore nonessentid to sdvation: “1s baptism necessary for salvation? | don’t
beat about the bush about it at all. | come out with a plain, definite NO! No,
baptism doesn't save, doesn't help save, and I'll go even further to say that it
doesn’t have anything in thisworld to with the saving of a soul.” Good News,
Edward T. Hiscox, March 2, 1972

[Isthistrue? Isthe only purpose of baptiam one of making a public proclamation of one’ sfathin
Jesus? |s baptism for those who are already saved? Please prayerfully consider.. ]

II. THE BIBLICAL VIEW REGARDING BAPTISM

A. ISBAPTISM “A PUBLIC PROCLAMATION ONE'SFAITH"...?
1. Thereisno teaching in the Bible that defines the purpose for baptism as such
a. Anapped is often made to the example of Christ’s baptism...
1) That Jesuswas baptized to publicly introduce Himsdf to Isragl asthe Messah
2) And that therefore the purpose for Christian baptism isto serve asmilar purpose;
i.e., to publicly profess ourselvesto the world as disciples of Jesus
b. Aninteresting correlation, but one nowhere made in the Scriptures!
2. If baptiam were solely a public proclamation of one’ sfaith...
a. What about the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch? - Ac 8:35-39
1) When he asked what might hinder him from being baptized, why was't hetold to
wait until they got to town or some public place?
2) Thefact that he was baptized when it was just he and Philip would imply that there
is some other purpose for baptism!
b. What about the baptiam of the Philippian jaller and hisfamily? - Ac 16:25-34
1) They were baptized “immediatdy”, after midnight and before daylight
2) Why didn't Paul tell them to wait until a specid baptismd service could be held that
was open to the public, or at least to the church?
3. Both of these examplesimply that the purpose of baptism isfor some reason other than a
public profession of one’ sfaith
a. Therewasasense of urgency in both cases
b. Indeed, in every case where baptism is described in detail in the book of Acts, it occurs
immediately after one lesson!
-- Whatever the purposg, it did not matter whether it wasdonein public or in private

B. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT BAPTISM...
1. When you are baptized into Chrig, the Bible says:
a. You put ontheLord Jesus - Ga 3:26-27
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Your sins are washed away - Ac 22:16
Your sns are remitted (forgiven) - Ac 2:38
You dieto sn and are freed fromsin - Ro 6:1-7
Y ou are baptized into the body of Christ-1 Co 12:13
Y ou are saved through the resurrection of Christ, as you make an apped for a good
conscience- 1 Pe 3:21
2. Here are some thought-provoking quotations from Geor ge Beasley-M urray, Baptist
scholar, in his book, Baptism In The New Testament:

a. “Inlight of the foregoing exposition of the New Testament r epresentations of
baptism, theidea that baptism isa purey symboalic rite must be pronounced
not alone unsatisfactory but out of harmony with the New Testament itsdlf.
Admittedly, such a judgment runs counter to the popular tradition of the
Denomination to which thewriter belongs...”

b. “Theextent and nature of the grace which the New Testament writersdeclare
to be present in baptism isastonishing for any who cometo the study freshly
with an open mind.”

c. “..the‘grace availableto man in baptism issaid by the New Testament writers
to include the following elements:

1) forgivenessof sin, Ac 2.38 and cleansing from sins, Ac 22.16, 2 Co 6.11;

2) union with Chrigt, Ga 3.27, and particularly union with Him in hisdeath and
resurrection, Ro. 6.3ff, Co 2.11f, with all that impliesof release from sin’s
power, aswell as guilt, and the sharing of the risen life of the Redeemer,
R0 6.1-11;

3) participation in Christ’s sonship, Ga 3.26f;

4) consecration to God, 1 Co 6.11, hence member ship in the Church, the Body
of Christ, 1 Co 12.13, Ga 3.27-29;

5) possession of the Spirit, Ac 2.38, 1 Co 6.11, 12.13, and ther efore the new
lifein the Spirit, i.e., regeneration, Ti 3.5, Jn 3.5;

6) graceto live according to thewill of God, Ro 6.1ff, Co 3.1ff;

7) deiverance from theevil powersthat rulethisworld, Co 1.13;

8) theinheritance of the Kingdom of God, Jn 3.5, and the pledge of the
resurrection of the body, Ep 1.3f, 4.30. (pp. 263-264)

3. Yes when one comesto the Bible with an open mind, willing to consder whatever the Bible
says about baptism...

a. They will condudewith Geor ge Beasley-M urray that the idea baptism isa purdy
symbalic rite:

1) Must be pronounced unsatisfactory!

2) Isout of harmony with the New Testament itself!

b. They will agreewith Martin Luther, who...

1) Inanswer to the question, “ What giftsor benefits does Baptism bestow?”,
replied in his Smal Catechiam, “ It effects for giveness of sins.”

2) Alsowrote concerning the snner: “ Through Baptism heisbathed in the blood
of Christ and iscleansed from sins”

3) Aganwrote “ To put it most smply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and
purpose of Baptism isto save” (as quoted by Jack W. Cottrdll in Baptisn And
The Remisson of Sins, College Press, 1990, p. 32-34)
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4) Inhiscommentary on Ro 6:3, wrote: “ Baptism has been ingtituted that it
should lead usto the blessings (of this death) and through such death to
eternal life. Thereforel T ISNECESSARY that we should be baptized into
Jesus Christ and Hisdeath.” (Commentary On Romans, Kregel Publications, p.
101)

c. And they will concur with Augustine, who...

1) Referring to the efficacy of baptism, wrote that “ the salvation of man is effected
in baptisnT’; also, that aperson “ is baptized for the express purpose of being
with Chrig.” (Cottrell, p. 30)

2) With regard to the necessity of baptism, refersto the “ apostalic tradition, by
which the Churches of Christ maintain it to be an inherent principle, that
without baptism...it isimpossible for any man to attain to salvation and
everlasting life” (ibid., p. 30)

[Indeed, aong with the perspective of church history, the Bible clearly teaches that the purpose of
baptism is one that relates to the saving of one’ s soul, for as one is baptized they are by God' s grace
and power united with Chrigt and thereby receive dl the benefits of His degth!

If this be true, what are the ramifications? Doesit redly make any difference why oneis baptized...?]

[1I.WHAT DIFFERENCE DOESIT MAKE?

A. SOME BOLDLY PROCLAIM IT MAKESNO DIFFERENCE...
1. Tha God will accept abaptism for a different purpose
2. That while a person may migtakenly think they were saved at the point of beieving, their Sns
are forgiven at the point of baptism
3. lsn't thisrather presumptuous on our part?
a. To spesak for God?
b. When the Bible does not say what He will or will not do in such cases?

B. BUT THERE ISA DIFFERENCE...
1. At bedt, it raises serious questions about one’ s obedience to the gospel
a. Hasoneredly obeyed Chrig, if they regponded to a perverson of it?
1) Today, most people are told to smply repent and pray
2) But the apostles commanded people to repent and be baptized - Ac 2:38
b. Can aperson be taught wrong, and baptized right?
1) InAc 19:1-5, we have a case of re-baptism...
a) John'sbaptism did not qudify as meeting the conditions of Chrigt’s baptism
b) Even though John's baptism was the will of God for a short time
2) It John' s baptism required re-baptism in the name of Christ, how much more
those who were not baptized for the right purpose today?
2. At wor4t, there are some serious consequences!
a. Peoplewho sncerdy think they are saved are ill lost!
b. Preachers and teachers who say baptism has nothing to do with salvation are teaching a
perverted gospel! - cf. Ga 1:8-9
3. Inany case, it affect the way one preachesl Beadey-Murray again:
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a “Firg, thereought to beagreater endeavor to make baptism integral tothe
Gospel.”

b. “Itistaken asaxiomatic amongst us[Baptists, MAC] that the proclamation of
the Gospel consists of making the redemptive acts of God in Christ known and
calling for faith in Chrigt asthe due response; baptism isthen a proper subject
for expostion in theinquirers' class, along with instruction asto the nature of
the Church, of worship, of Chrigtian obligation in the Church and to theworld,
etc.”

c. “Peter'sresponse, however, to the cry of hisconscience stricken hearerson
the Day of Pentecost was not “ Repent and believe”, but “ Repent and be
baptized’! (Ac 2.38).

d. “Naturally faith was presumed in repentance, but Peter’s answer told the Jews
how to become Christians. faith and repentance areto be expressed in
baptism, and SO they areto cometothelLord.”

e. “Baptismishereapart of the proclamation of Christ. In an Apostolic sermon it
comes asitslogical conclusion.”

f. “An effort ought to be madeto restorethisnotein our [Baptist] preaching.”
(Ibid., p. 393)

CONCLUSION

1.

To restore this note in one’ s preaching will certainly make a difference!

a.  Our response to the question “ What shall we do?” will be smilar to Peter’ s response on
Pentecost: “ Repent...and be baptized!”

b. Peoplewill respond to our “ preaching Christ” ask like the eunuch: “Hereiswater. What
hinders me from being baptized?”

Y et today, rarely do you hear in many churches...

a. A preacher commanding his audience like Peter didin Ac 2:38

b. A listener who just heard a gospd lesson ask the question the eunuch did in Ac 8:36
-- Thereason should be clear: Something’s changed!

Yes, The Purpose Of Baptismis another “issue of digtinction...
a. For one’sview on the purpose of baptism make a greet difference
b. It affects our preaching, and it affects the souls of those who hear ud!

We must therefore...

a. Fully understand the distinction between such views on baptism

b. Make certain that our understanding isin harmony with the Scriptures
c. Lovingly reach out to those who arein error

What is your understanding concerning baptism? Have you been baptized for the purpose reveded in
the Scriptures?
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| ssues Of Distinction
The Nature Of TheLord’'s Church

INTRODUCTION

1.

2.

3.

In this series we have surveyed the following “issues of distinction’

a

The Existence Of God - which differentiates between...

1) Atheists and agnostics, who deny or question God' s existence

2) Buddhigts, Hindus, Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., who believe in a Supreme Being

The Identity Of God - which distinguishes between...

1) Buddhigts, Hindus, etc., who hold to many gods

2) Jews, Modems, Chrigtians, etc., who believe in God of Abraham

The ldentity Of Jesus Of Nazareth - over which there is a difference between...

1) Jews, Modems, etc., who may accept Jesus as a good man, perhaps a prophet

2) Chrigians, who believe Jesusis the Chrigt, the Son of God

The All-Sufficiency Of The Scriptures - where again there is a difference between...

1) Catholics, Mormons, JWs, etc., who deny the Scriptures are dl-sufficient

2) Maingtream Protestants, Chrigtians, etc., who profess the principle of “scripturasola” (the
Scriptures aone)

The Purpose Of Baptism - where there is a difference between...

1) Thosewho proclaim that baptism has nothing to do with salvation

2) Those who teach that baptism is an integra part of the gospel and God' s plan for

saving man in Chrigt

A find “issue of disinction’ | would like to examinein thissariesisThe Nature Of TheLord's
Church...

a

b.

C.

Thisis not to say there are not other “issues of ditinction’

For example, the Lord' s Supper is certainly an issue that digtinguishes those who have differing
views concerning it

But for this particular series, thiswill be our last lesson

In this study, we shdl examine...

a

b.

C.

The nature of the Lord’ s church as revealed in the Scriptures

The trend toward denominationdism, even among those who clam to be nondenominationa
churches of Christ

What iswrong with denominationalism and current trends leading toward it

[Let’s begin, then, with...]

THE NATURE OF THE LORD’SCHURCH ASREVEALED IN THE SCRIPTURES

A. THE TERM “CHURCH” ISPRIMARILY USED IN TWO WAYS...

1. Intheuniversal sense
a. Referring to dl the saved throughout the world
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Usad thisway in Mt 16:18; Ep 5:23; Co 1:18

2. Inthelocal sense

a
a

Referring to the saved in one particular geographica locdity
Usedthisway in 1 Co 1:2; Re 1:11; R0 16:16

B. DIFFERENCESBETWEEN “THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL” AND “THE CHURCH
LOCAL" ...
1. Intheuniversal sense

a

b.

C.

d.

Thereisonly one church - Ep 4:4; compare with Ep 1:22-23

Chrigt isthe head; individua Christians are members of Hisbody - 1 Co 12:27
Thereisno earthly organization; what organization there may be is spiritud in nature
- Ep 2:19-20

The universal church never meets as such; it has no “officers’ except Jesus Christ and
the origina apostles and prophets

2. Inthelocal sense:

a

b.

C.

There are many churches- cf. Ga 1:2

Thereisto be earthly or ganization within each locd church

1) Ideally, each church has elders (also known as bishops, pastors) and deacons
-eg.,Phll

2) Although churches may exist temporarily until such men can be gppointed - cf. Ac
14:21-23

Locd churches meet regularly; and Chrigtians have responsihilities in connection with

their brethren in the locd church

C. LOCAL CHURCHESWERE INDEPENDENT AND AUTONOMOUS...
1. Each congregation was to submit to the oversght of itsown dders- cf. He 13:17
a. Cetanly they were dso subject to the authority of Christ and His gpostles

b.

But no other church or human organization had any authority over them

2. Eldershad oversght only over the flock of God which was among them:
a. “ Shepherd the flock of God whichisamong you...” - 1 Pe5:2

b.

“ take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers...” - Ac 20:28
No elder or group of elderswas appointed to be over two or mor e churches!

[Such was the nature and pattern of the Lord's church asfound in the New Testament. With such
amplicity the gospel soread and congregations were planted al over the Mediterranean world and
beyond. But not long after the gpostles died, the nature of the Lord’ s church began to change, brought

about by...]

II. THE TREND TOWARD DENOMINATIONALISM

A. DEFINING “DENOMINATIONALISM™...
1. Let'sfird define denomination
a. According to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language: “ A large

group of religious congregations united under a common faith and name and
organized under a single administrative and legal hierarchy.”
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b. From Webster's “ A religious organization unitingin asingle legal and
administrative body a number of local congregations.”
c. Ingmpleterms, adenomination isagroup of congregations that are joined together
under some governing body...
1) The number of congregations can be as few astwo or more
2) But by their tieto agoverning body above the local congregation, by definition they
are “denominated” from dl congregations that do not submit to the same authority
d. Someexamples.
1) The Roman Catholic Church is a denomination made up of those churches that
submit to the pope in Rome
2) TheLutheran Church (Missouri Synod) is made up of those churches that submit to
the synod in Missouri
3) Thelnternational Church of Christ is made up of those churches that submit to the
Boston Church of Christ
-- These are just afew of the thousands of different denominations that now exist!
2. Now let’s define denominationalism
a. According to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, it is
1) “Thetendency to separateinto religious denominations”
2) “Advocacy of separation into reigious denominations”
3) “Strict adherenceto a denomination; sectarianism’
b. Agan, Webster’ sdictionary definesit as
1) “Devotion to denominational principlesor interests”
2) “Narrow emphasizing of denominational differences. Sectarianism’
c. Inthislesson, | am applying the term to any effort to create a collectivity of
congregationsin such away as to denominate them from other churches

B. HOW DENOMINATIONALISM BEGAN IN THE SECOND CENTURY...

1. It did not happen overnight, but through smadll, subtle changes in the organization of the
Lord’ s church

2. Thefirg step was a change from atwo-tier system to athree-tier system
a. |l.e, theearly churches had elders (a so known as bishops, pastors) and deacons
b. But then thetitle “bishop” came to be reserved for just one of the elders, creating a

three-tier hierarchy of bishop-elders-deacons within aloca congregation

3. The next change involved one bishop over many congregetions
a. IntheNT, there were a plurdity of bishops over just one congregation
b. But now, there was one bishop over aplurdity of congregations

4. Eventudly this pattern of change led to the formation of various denominations
a. E.g., Roman Catholic, Greek and Russian Orthodox, Coptic, etc.
b. All depending upon which rdigious leader was recognized by a group of churches

C. HOW IT CONTINUESTODAY. ...
1. TheProtestant Reformation did not really help mattersthat much
a.  Whilethe reformers may have had the right ideg, thair followers often smply crystdlized
and formed denominations (in some cases, over the objections of the reformers
themsdves)
b. Asdenominations were formed, many of them divided even further, creating more
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denominations
2. Effortstorestorethe New Testament pattern often went awry
a. Some restoration movements started out by following the NT pattern
b. But astime passed, they dowly drifted into forming denominationa Structures
1) E.g., many churches became the Christian Church-Disciples Of Christ denomination
2) E.g., other churches became the International Church of Christ denomination
3. | seethistrend even among churches of Christ claiming to be nondenominational...
a. By changing the nature of cooperation among loca churches, they create a de facto
denomination
b. Thisisegpecidly manifested when the “sponsoring church’” concept is adopted
1) For by itsvery definition and in actuality, one church takes overdght of awork done
by a collectivity of churches
2) This“callectivity’ of churches, under the oversaght of the sponsoring church, has
formed a denomination in practice, if not in name!

[ can imagine that some may be wondering, “What is so bad about that?” In other words...]

[HT.WHAT ISWRONG WITH DENOMINATIONALISM INITSVARIOUSFORMS?

A. FIRST, DENOMINATIONALISM ISUN-SCRIPTURAL...
1. Thatis itiswithout Scriptural support
2. We have seen that in the New Testament that...
a. Loca congregations were independent, self-governing
b. Church organization was limited to within the loca congregation, with elders (so
known as pastors, bishops, overseers, presbyters) appointed to oversee only the
congregation of which they were members - cf. Ac 20:17,28; 1 Pe 5:1-2
3. Theonly authority above the loca church was Christ and His gpodtles...
a. Once the church began, apostles were not replaced after they died
b. But through the Word of God, the authority of Christ and His gpostles continues
4. Individuds, synods, conferences, sponsoring churches, etc., that presume to have oversight
over loca congregations do so without Scripturd authority

B. SECOND, DENOMINATIONALISM ISANTI-SCRIPTURAL...
1. le,notonlyisitwithout scripturd support, it is contrary to what the Bible teaches
2. Denominationadlism cretes divison, and divison is
a. Contrary to the prayer of Jesusfor unity among His bdievers- Jn 17:20-23
b. Condemned by Paul in his epistle to the church a Corinth
1) There areto be no divisons among believers- 1 Co 1:10-13
2) Sectaianismisasgn of carndity - 1 Co 3:3-4

C. THIRD,IT ISHARMFUL TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST...
1. Jesusknew that unity among His disciples would be “the find gpologetic”
a. Cf."“that the world may believe” - Jn 17:21
b. Inview of Jesus’ words, we should not be surprised when unbelievers are dow to
accept the gospel coming from a divided church
2. Many people point to the divided condition of those professing to follow Chridt...
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a. Atheigts and agnostics often use divison as an excuse not to beievein God
b. Adherentsto non-Chrigtian religions (such as Idam, Judaism, etc.) will often use
denominationalism as areason not to believe in Christ
3. Denominationaism has dso given support and encouragement to the cults
a. Mormonism garted in reaction to the denominationdism of Joseph Smithi s day
b. Thosewho cdl themsdves “Jehovah' s Witnesses’ use the rdigious divison to
encourage people to follow their srictly-controlled organization
4. It opposesthe efforts of Christ on the cross! - Ep 2:14-16
a. Jesusdied to bresk down the wall of division
b. Jesusdied to reconcile man to God in ONE body
-- Jugt as snning works againg the efforts of Christ on the cross (for He dso died to put
away sn), S0 it iswith denominationa divison!
5. Itishamful eveninit’s most subtle forms (e.g., the sponsoring church concept)
a. Churchesthat refuseto join in with some a congregation' s desire to Sponsor some
“great work” are often ostracized
b. The changein church cooperationisasmdl one, but it is smal steps avay from the
New Testament pattern that eventudly lead to the crestion of something totaly different
than what the Lord intended
1) It happened in the second century A.D.
2) 1t has happened time and again ever snce, leading to the formation of more and
more denominations!

CONCLUSION

1. The nature of the Lord’s church may not seem to be asgnificant issue...
a. Many would consder church organization and cooperation to be a matter of indifference
b. They would certainly not put it on the same leved as The I dentity Of God or The I dentity Of
Jesus Of Nazar eth

2. Whether or not it belongs on the same leve, it isworthy of our prayerful consideration...
a. Higory revedsthat the departure from the New Testament pattern began with small changesin
the organization of the church
b. Higtory continuesto reved that thisis often the first step toward gpostasy time and again
-- For when one disregar ds the New Testament concer ning the nature of the Lord’s
church, it isnot long befor e they disregard what el se the New Testament hasto say!

It ismy prayer, therefore, that we will dways give careful heed to whatever the New Testament reveds
concerning The Nature Of The Lord’s Church, for it istruly an “issue of distinction’!
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