The Gospd Of Christ
And
The Problem Of SIn

How The Gospel Addresses The Problem Of Sin



Mark A Copeland
You may use, copy, or distribute this material, provided you do it free of charge. "Freely you have received, freely give." (Matthew 10:8) Perhaps you will find it feasible for sermon preparation, teaching Bible classes, or your own personal study of God's Word. 

Mark A. Copeland
copeland@usa.com

The Executable Outlines Series
http://exeout.com 


Mark A. Copeland

The Gospel Of Christ
And The Problem Of Sin

Table Of Contents
How The Gospel Addresses The Problem Of Sin 3
The Gospel's Answer To The Love Of Sin (Faith In Jesus) 6
The Gospel's Answer To The Practice Of Sin (Repentance) 11
The Gospel's Answer To The State Of Sin (Baptism) 15

The Gospel's Answer To The Guilt Of Sin (Remission Of Sins) 19
The Gospel's Answer To The Power Of Sin (The Holy Spirit) 22

The Gospel's Answer To The Result Of Sin (Eternal Life) 26

Thisgtudy isfrom The Executable Outlines Series, a collection of sermon
outlines and Bible study lessonsby Mark A. Copdand . Vist the EO web Ste
(exeout.com) to browse and download the materia for church or persond use.

These outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd.
Fed free to use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

The Executable Outlines Series, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2001
copeland@usa.com

The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 2



Mark A. Copeland

The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin
How The Gospel Addresses The Problem Of Sin

INTRODUCTION

A number of years ago abook came out with thetitle: " Whatever Happened To Sin?"

Thisisardevant question, for today "sn" is often taken too lightly...
a. Bytheworld
b. Even by the church

Exactly what isSn? The Bible spegks definitively, describing sn as

a. A tranggression of thelaw of God - 1 Jn 3:4

b. A fallureto do what you know to beright - Ja 4:17

c. Doaing that which violates your conscience, even if the act isright within itself - Ro 14:23

The Bible ds0 reveds the seriousness of sin, which is seen...
a Initsuniversality - " all have sinned..." (Ro 3:23)
b. Initsconsequences - " The wages of sin isdeath..." (Ro 6:23)

5. Even so, | am not sure that many people, even some Chrigtians, truly appreciate...

a. Theproblem of Sn
b. How the gospd of Christ effectively addresses this problem!

[The god of thislesson isto introduce thoughts that should increase our understanding and appreciation
of " How The Gospel Of Christ Addresses The Problem Of Sin". We begin by firg noticing...]

THE PROBLEM OF SIN

[Thereis...]

A. THE"LOVE" OF SIN...
1. Sindoeshaveits pleasurable nature - He 11:24-25
2. ltisthis pleasurable side that makes it easy for men to love sin, which in turn can then
blind them to the truth - IJn 3:19

B. THE"PRACTICE" OF SIN...
1. The seriousness of this agpect of snisseeninthat ALL have snned! - Ro 3:23
2. Even Chridians continue to practice sin a times-1.Jn 1:8-10

C. THE"STATE" OF SIN...
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1. Thosewho both love and practicesn aresadto bedead "in" sin - Ep 2.1
2. This pertainsto our relationship to God; asfar as He is concerned, our practice of Sin
placesusin astate inwhichwearedead "to" Him!

D. THE"GUILT" OF SIN...
1. Inthe Scriptures, thisrefers primarily to " legal” guilt, but it often includes as well
"emotional” gquilt
2. Wemay try to deny or suppressthis truth, but aHoly God ill recognizes our guilt
before Him - Ro 3:19

E. THE"POWER" OF SIN...
1. Jesus spoke of the endaving power of sn-Jn 8:34
2. Sinisso powerful, that even when a person wants to do good, outside of Christ they
are unable to do so consstently - cf. Ro 7:14-21

F. THE"RESULT" OF SIN...
1. "Thewagesof sin isdeath” (Ro 6:23)
2. Inthe Scriptures, deeth includes the idea of separation (e.g., physica death isthe
Separation of body and spirit - Ja 2:26)
a. Thereault of Snis" spiritual death," or separation from God
b. Such separaion exigsin thislife, but even more so in thelifeto come! - Re 21:8

[Suchisthe problem of Sn. Do we gppreciate what a serious problem it redly is? How doesthe
Gospel Of Christ addressthis problem? Bear in mind that the gospel consists of:

v Factsto believe

v/ Commandsto obey

v Promisestoreceive
Thefacts to believe are concisdly stated in 1 Co 15:1-4, which reved things that God has donein
Chrigt. These things which God has done make it possible for the commands and promises of the

gospd to redly address the problem of sin! Consider...]

II. HOW THE GOSPEL ADDRESSESTHE PROBLEM OF SN

[First, the” Commands' of the gospdl; the command to...]

A. "BELIEVE IN CHRIST" ADDRESSESTHE "LOVE" OF SIN...
1. Thatitisnecessay to believeisevident from Mk 16:15-16
2. When aperson redly believesin Christ and the facts the gospd tells about Him...
a. They will cometo hate sn for what it cost God and Christ
b. They will have the attitude expressed by the Pslmigt in Psa 119:104
3. Thepoaint is truefath helpsto diminate our love for Sn
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B. "REPENT OF SINS' ADDRESSES THE "PRACTICE" OF SIN...
1. Thegospd dearly cals mankind to repent - Ac 2:38; 17:30-31
2. When aperson truly repents (a decision of the mind that leads to a change of action),
they will cease living alife devoted to the practice of Sn

C. "BE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST" ADDRESSESTHE "STATE" OF SIN...
1. Remember, outsde of Christ our stateis™ dead in sin”
2. The gospd includes the command to be baptized - Mk 16:15-16; Mt 28:18-20
3. When we are baptized, our " state" changes
a. For baptism puts usin Christ - Ga 3:27
b. InChrig, weaenow "dead TO sn", nolonger "dead IN sin" - Ro 6:1-7

[And now for the" Promises’ of the gospdl; the promise of...]

D. "REMISSION OF SINS' ADDRESSESTHE "GUILT" OF SIN...
1. Remission of sinsis promised to those who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38
2. When 9n has been remitted, there is no longer any guilt!

E. "THE GIFT OF THEHOLY SPIRIT" ADDRESSESTHE "POWER" OF SIN...
1. Thegift of the Holy Spirit is likewise promised to those who repent and are baptized
- Ac2:38
2. With the help of God's Spirit, we are no longer under the power of Sn - Ro 8:12,13;
Ep 3:16,20

F. "ETERNAL LIFE" ADDRESSES THE "RESULT" OF SIN...
1. Ingtead of spiritua desth and eternd separation from God, we can have spiritud life
and eternd communion with Him!
2. AsPaul put it o succinctly: " For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal lifein Christ Jesusour Lord." (Ro 6:23)

CONCLUSION

1. Insucceeding lessons we will examine these commands and promises more carefully

2. Butl trust that we see" How The Gospel Of Christ Addresses The Problem Of Sin" ina
wonderful and powerful way!

Have you let the gospd address your problem of Sn? By...
v Bdlieving the facts of the gospel ?
v Obeying the commands of the gospel?
v Receiving the promises of the gospel?

Do s0, and through Jesus Christ you can overcome the problem of sin!
The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 5
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The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin
The Gospel's Answer ToThe" Love' Of Sin

(Faith In Jesus)

INTRODUCTION

o

In the previous lesson, we introduced " How The Gospel Addresses The Problem Of Sin*

In this lesson we focus our attention to that part of the problem which isthe " love™ of gn...
a. Wesaw that sin does have its pleasurable side - He 11:24-25
b. Thispleasure makesit easy for mento love sin...

1) Such love often blinds men to the truth - Jn 3:19

2) Suchlove definitely aienates one from the love of the Father - 1 Jn 2:15

The gospd of Jesus Chrigt answers the problem of the " love" of sn by commanding usto

have" faith," in paticular, to " believein Christ"

a. Eg,noticeMk 16:15-16

b. Fath can be defined as "a strong conviction, assurance”

c. When we cometo havetheright kind of faith, we will cometo no longer love sn, but
evento hate it!

d. AsthePsamigt expressedin Psa 119:104

In this study, | want to do two things.
a. Definethekind of faith the gospe requiresto redly hate Sin
b. Briefly consder the evidence the gospe presentsto create that kind of faith

THE FAITH NECESSARY TO HATE SN

A. FAITH IN JESUSASTHE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD...
1. That the gospe requires such faith is clear - Jn 20:30-31; 1 Jn 5:13
2. l.e, agtrong conviction that Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary, was indeed:
a. The Messah foretold by the Jewish prophets - Ac 2:36
b. Morethan just agood man, but the only begotten Son of God - Jn 1:14

B. FAITH THAT JESUSDIED FOR OUR SINSBECAUSE GOD LOVED US...
1. Bedieving that Jesus died for our Sinsis anecessary part of the gospe - 1 Co 15:1-3
2. Undergtand...Jesus died for OUR snd
a. Just asthe Scriptures foretold He would - 1 sa 53:4-6
b. Why, because God loves ud! - Jn 3:16; R0 5:8

C. FAITH THAT GOD RAISED JESUSFROM THE DEAD...
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1. Thisfact isdso animportant part of the gospe
2. Consder 1 Co 15:3-4; Ro 10:9

D. HOW SUCH FAITH CAUSESUSTO HATE SIN...
1. If wearestrongly convicted that...
a. Jesuswastruly the beloved Son of God
b. Hewasredly the Chrig, the promised Messah
c. God loved us so much (and hated sn so much) that He sent His Son to die for us
d. God raised Him from the dead to prove to usthat His death was an acceptable
sacrifice for Sin
...then how can we not hate Sn?
2. With such faith, we now hold sin responsiblefor...
a. Making the death of Christ necessary in the firgt place!
b. Theanguish God must have fdt when He:
1) Saw the separation between Him and ud!
2) Deemed it necessary to have His Son die for us!
c. Thepan and agony suffered by Jesud!
1) Inthe garden of Gethsemane - Mt 26:39
2) Onthecrossof Cavay - Mt 27:46
3. When we understand and redlly believe these things, then we will say with the
Psalmig: " Through your precepts | get understanding; thereforel HATE every
falseway." - Psa 119:104

[Thisisthe kind of faith caled for in obedience to the gospd, and the kind of faith which effectively
dedswith the love of an! But how does one gain thiskind of faith?

Faith comes from the Word of God (Ro 10:17). Indeed, as the gpostles of Christ proclaimed the
gospd, they presented evidence designed to create faith in the hearts of their listeners...]

II. THE EVIDENCE THAT CREATESSUCH FAITH

A. EYEWITNESSTESTIMONY CONCERNING JESUS RESURRECTION...
1. Animportant foundation upon which faith in Christ was based!
a.  Jesus knew thiswas how people would come to believe on Him - cf. Jn 17:20
b. Therefore, in ther preaching and teaching, the gpostles appealed to thisline of
evidence...
1) Peter - Ac 2:32; 3:14-15; 4:33; 10:39-41
2) John-Jn 20:30-31; 1Jn 1:1-3
3) Paul -1C015:3-8
2. How grrong isthis evidence? Consider...
a. Thenumber of witnesses
1) Thisaffectsthe strength or weskness of any testimony
2) E.g., theOT required at least two or three - Deu 17:6
-- Inthisregard, the strength is very strong - 1 Co 15:5-8 (over 500 people!)
b. Thecharacter of these withesses
1) Some had not believed in Christ prior to His resurrection
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a) LikeHisbrothersintheflesh-Jn 7:3-5; Mk 3:21
b) But after the resurrection, they too became disciples! - Ac 1:14
2) Some were disciples who had been skeptical after His death
a) E.g., Thomas-Jn 20:24-25
b) Only after hard, empirica evidence did he believe - Jn 20:26-28
3) Some were former enemies who had violently opposed Christ (e.g., Paul)
--  They were nat gullible people willing to bdieve anything!
c. Thenatureof ther testimony
1) Hard, empiricd evidence - Jn 20:25; Ac 10:40-41; 1Jn 1.1
2) Objective, not subjective evidence
--  Testimony that cannot be attributed to hadlucinations, dreams, etc.
d. Thetransformation which took place
1) Prior to the resurrection, they were cowards who had lost hope!

a) Theyfled a Hisarest - Mk 14:50

b) Peter denied Him

¢) They hid for fear of the Jews-Jn 20:19

2) Y, after the resurrection, they were praisng God and proclaming Christ
boldly as having been raised from the dead!

a) Prasng Godinthetemple- Lk 24:52-53

b) Proclaming Chrigt, despite persecution - Ac 5:28-32, 41-42

3) Even an honest Orthodox Jew admits that the transformation in thelr livesis
grong evidence for thelr testimony:

a) "If thedisciplesweretotally disappointed and on the verge of
desper ate flight because of the very real reason of the crucifixion, it
took another very real reason in order to transform them from a band
of disheartened and dejected Jewsinto the most self-confident
missionary society in world history.” (PINCHAS LAPIDE, former
chairman of the Applied Linguistics Department at Isradl's Bar-1land
Univergty)

b) Lapide concluded that a bodily resurrection could have possbly been that
reason! (TIME, May 7, 1979)

--  The change in the gpodtles gives strength to their testimony
e. Thehigh moral standard they taught and lived
1) Exhorted the disciplesto live haly lives-1Th 4:1-7
2) Lived ther own livesin an unimpeachableway - 1 Th 2:10-12
--  Doesthis sound like people who would propagate a lie if they knew better?
f. Thesacrificesthey paid in life and death
1) They endured much hardship because of their tesimony - 1 Co 4:9-13
2) All but one of the apogtles died violent deeths because of their testimony of the
resurrection
3) Even James, Jesus brother, was thrown off the temple and clubbed to death for
his refusdl to recant his eyewitness testimony of the resurrection of Jesud
3. Deny the resurrection of Jesus, and you impugn the honesty and integrity of these
witnesses!
a. They would have had to been rank liars and frauds, out to deceive the world!
b. Yet, these are the very ones...
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1) Who tdl uswhat we know of Jesus, whose life and teachings has transformed
the history of the world and the lives of milliond
2) Who gave us the New Testament, containing the highest sandard of mordity
the world has ever known!
-- Doesit make senseto call such men liarsand frauds?

[To accept their testimony and the fact of the resurrection isnot only rationd, it isthe
beginning of the kind of faith which will cometo hatesn!  But there is even more evidence
which createsthiskind of faith...]

B. FULFILLED MESSIANIC PROPHECY ...
1. Thiswasaso an important foundation upon which faith in Christ was based
a.  Jesusused thisto srengthen the faith of His disciples
1) Thetwo disciples on the road to Emmaus - Lk 24:25-27
2) Theapostles - Lk 24:44-47
b. Intheir own teaching and preaching, the gposties gppeded to fulfilled prophecy
1) Peter - Ac2:29-31; 3:18,24
2) Philip-Ac8:35
3) Paul -Ac17:2,3
2. How grrong isthis evidence? Consder...
a Thereareat least 330 propheciesinthe OT fulfilled in Jesus Chridt!
1) Twenty-nine (29) were fulfilled in one day!
2) Such prophecies were spoken at various times by many different people
during the ten centuries from 1500 B.C. to 500 B.C.
b. The science of probabilities demongtrates thet it is nigh to impossible Jesus
fulfilled these prophecies out of coincidence
1) Inonestudy (by Peter Stoner), eight (8) prophecies were considered:
a) Thelikdihood of anyonefulfilling just these eight by chance was
caculated to be 1 in 10 to the 17th power
b) Thiswould belike finding on the firg try, while blindfolded, a marked
dlver dollar in apile of slver dollars two-feet high covering the entire
date of Texad!
2) Inanother sudy (also by Peter Stoner), forty-eight (48) prophecies were
considered:
a) Thelikdihood of acoincidence was 1 in 10 to the 157th power!
b) How big anumber is 10 to the 157th power?
1] Counting &t the rate of 250 a minute...
2] 1t would take you 19 million times 19 million times 19 million yearsto
count such a number!
¢) Remember, that isjust cdculating the chance of any one man
coincidentdly  fulfilling 48 prophecies - Jesus fulfilled 330!
C. Look at it another way...
1) Your chances of surviving afdl from 10,000 feet without aparachuteis 1in
10 million - would you "willingly" jump and take such a chance?
2) Yetto rgect Jesus because one thinks fulfilling 330 prophecies was
coincidentd isinfinitely morerisky than jumping out of an arplane a
The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 9




Mark A. Copeland

10,000 feet without a parachute!

3) Wewould say that anyone who jumped out of an airplane with such odds
agang survivd is ether supid, crazy or ignorant of the risks

4) What about someone who takes the chance of rgecting Christ in view of the
overwheming odds heis wrong about Chrigt???

CONCLUSION

1.

Thisisthe kind of evidence in the Word of God to create faith in Jesus as the Son of God:
a. Eyewitnesstestimony of the resurrection of Jesus by numerous, reliable witnesses

b. Fulfilled messanic prophecy that overwhemingly convinces any informed, rationd and
objective person!

-- Yes, "faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." - Ro 10:17

What kind of faith?

a. A faith that hatesdn...

b.

C.

1) For what it did (separated us from God)

2) For what it cost (the death of God's only begotten Son)

3) For what it can do when engaged in by the unrepentant Chrigtian (crucify again the
Son afresh - He 6:4-6)

A faith that loves God...

1) For what He has done

2) For what Heisdoing

3) For what Hewill do

A faith that will...

1) Do whatever God desres meto do, to rid my life of the guilt of sin (e.g., faith,
repentance, and baptism)

2) Utilize whatever blessng God offers to overcome the problem of sin (e.g., remisson
of ans, gift of the Holy Spirit, the promise of eternd life)

Do you have that kind of faith which the gospel both gives and requires...aloving and obedient fath?

" 1f you love Me, keep My commandments.” (Jn 14:15)
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The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin

The Gospel'sAnswer To The" Practice" Of Sin
(Repentance Of Sin)

INTRODUCTION

1. Paul declared that he was not ashamed of the gospel because it was God's power to save
those who believe - Ro 1:16-17
a. Wesaw in generd terms how the gospel saves us from the problem of sin (firgt Iesson)
b. Our previouslesson dedt more closdy with faith as the gospel's answer to the love of Sn
c. Thislesson shdl focus on repentance as the gospd's answer to the practice of Sn

2. That the practice of Snisaserious problem is seenin that...
a All havesnned - Ro 3:23
b. Andeven Chrigtians continueto sn at times-1 Jn 1:8-10

3. The gospd of Jesus Christ answers the problem of the practice of sin by commanding usto
"repent"” ...
a. Eg,noticeLk 24:45-47; Ac 2:38; 3:19; 17:30-31; 26:19-20
b. When aperson truly repents, they will cease the practice of sin!

4. Unfortunately, the call to repent is often neglected in preaching the gospd today ...
a. By those who preach "faith only”
b. By somewho reect to "faith only" by emphasizing "baptism”

5. Asthe passages listed above clearly reved, one cannot truly preach the gospe of Christ
without the cal to repentance
a. But what is repentance?
b. What areindications that repentance has occurred?
c. What leads one to true repentance?

[In2 Co 7:9-11 we find the most aborate discussion on repentance found in the Scriptures, and it will
serve as the basis for much of our study. Based upon this passage, let's begin with.. ]

|. THE DEFINITION OF REPENTANCE

A. MISCONCEPTIONSABOUT REPENTANCE...
1. That repentanceis” sorrow"
a. 2 Co 7:9-10 showsthat repentanceis an outcome of sorrow
b. Not the sorrow itsalf
2. That repentanceis” a changed life"

The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 11



Mark A. Copeland

a. Oraconverted life

b. Ac 3:19 shows that repentance and conversion are two separate things
1) Peter saysto" repent” and " be converted"
2) Peter isnot being redundant; rather, the one leads to the other

3. Aswe shdl see, the order isactudly this:

a Frg, thereissorrow

b. Then, repentance

c. Andfindly, a changed life (converson)

B. A PROPER DEFINITION OF REPENTANCE...

1. The Greek word is metanoeo (meta=change, noeo=thought or mind)

2. W. E. Vines ddfinition:
a. "achange of mind"
b. "dgnifiesto change ones mind or purpose
c. "thischange of mind involves both a turning from sn and aturning to God"

3. Sowe canthink of repentance as" a change of mind" inwhich wedecide to " turn
from sn and turn to God" ; adecision..
a. Preceded by sorrow

b. Followed by achanged life

[Having therefore defined repentance, how do we know when repentance has occurred? Let'stake a
look at...]

II. THE SIGNS OF REPENTANCE

A. SEVERAL SIGNSARE MENTIONED IN2CO 7:11...
1. diligence (KJV, carefulness)

a. Thiscan be defined as "earnestness, zedl, sometimes with haste accompanying it"

b. Il.e, being quick to do what isright!

c. Theexamplesof converson in the book of Acts demondrate this diligence by the
fact every converson described in detail shows people obeying the gospd after
one lesson!

2. clearing of your selves

a. Tocdear onegsdf of blame

b. E.g., toquickly stop doing what iswrong, if such isthe case; or to quickly
respond to the offer of forgivenessif one redizesthey are guilty of sin

3. indignation
a. Thisinvolvesasort of anger, hatred
b. Il.e,toward the SIN which required the repentance
4. fear
a. Lest the sn be repeated
b. Lest the sin should not be quickly removed
5. vehement desire
a le,a"fervent wigh"
b. Especidly to beright in God's eyes
6. zeal
The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 12
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a. "eagerness and ardent interest in pursuit of something”
b. Inthiscase, to turn from sin and turn to God

7. vindication (KJV, revenge)
a. AstheNIV putsit "what readiness to see justice done"
b. Todotheright thing!

B. SUCH ARE THE SIGNSOF TRUE REPENTANCE...

1. Not apathy
2. Not haf-hearted service

3. But adesreto do " works befitting repentance” - Ac 26:20

[Now that we may have a better idea as to what repentance is and what indications are that it has
occurred, let's consder what isinvolved in...]

1. THE PRODUCTION OF REPENTANCE

A. GODLY SORROW PRODUCES REPENTANCE...
1. Note carefully Paul'swordsin 2 Co 7:9-10
a.  Not smply "sorrow", but onethat is "godly"”
b. For thereis such athing as"sorrow of the world"
2. Thedifference between "godly" sorrow and "worldly" sorrow
a "Worldly" sorrowisasdfish kind of sorrow
1) E.g., when oneissorry because he got caught
2) E.g., when oneis sorry because what one did made himsdlf look bad
3) In"worldly sorrow", oneis concerned about one's self!
b. "Godly" sorrowissorrow directed toward GOD ("godly" isliterdly "according
to God")
1) l.e, oneissorry because their actions are Sins againgt aHoly God - cf. the
atitude of Davidin Ps51:4
2) Also, oneis sorry because of the price God must pay to have our sinsremoved
c. Some more differences...
1) "worldly" sorrow produces regret
2) "godly" sorrow sufferslossin nothing
3) "worldly" produces desth
4) "godly" sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation

[Dediring such repentance in oursalves and others, how can we produce the "godly sorrow™
that |eads to repentance?|

B. PRODUCING GODLY SORROW THAT LEADSTO REPENTANCE...

1. Nathan's rebuke to David provides someingght - 2 Sam 12:7-12
a. Make an appedl to God's love - 7-8
b. Reved thean-9
c. Warn of the consequences - 10-12

2. Thegospe of Christ, when properly taught, is designed to produce "godly sorrow" in
the same way, and in turn, repentance
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a. It gppealsto God'slove as abassfor repentance - Ro 2:4
b. Itrevedsour sn-Ro 3:23
c. Itwarnsof the consequences - Ro 2:5-11

CONCLUSION

1. Thegospd of Jesus Chrigt, properly presented and understood, can help produce the kind of
repentance that will effectively ded with the practice of Sn!

2. Haveyou truly repented of your Sns? Can you look at your life and see indications...
a. That you have redly had a"change of mind'?
b. Tha you made "adecison to turn from sin and turn to God"?

3. Make no mistake about it...
a. If you have not yet obeyed the gospel...you have not repented!
b. If you have become dack in your service to God...you are in need of repentance!

4. If suchisthe case, then you are in need of a healthy dose of "godly sorrow”, brought about
only by redizing...
a. God'slovefor you
b. Thefact you aredill inyour Sns
c. And the consequencesif you do not repent

5. If you believe the good news of God's love for you, and godly sor row has prompted you to
have a"change of mind", why not do those " works befitting repentance” ...?
a. Confessyour faith in Christ and be baptized into Christ for the remission of your sns (if
that is your need)
b. Confessyour sinsand ask for the prayers of the brethren (if such is your need)

Let the gospel of Chrigt address the practice of aninyour life through its cal to repentance!

The Gospel Of Christ And The Problem Of Sin 14



Mark A. Copeland

The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin
The Gospel's Answer To The" State' Of Sin

(Baptism Into Jesus Christ)

INTRODUCTION

1. We have been examining how the gospel addresses the problem of sinin this series of
lessons
a. Our first lesson dedt with this subject in general terms
b. Then we looked more closdly at:
1) Thecommand to believe asthe gospe's answer to the love of Sn
2) The command to repent as the gospel's answer to the practice of Sn

2. Inthislesson, we shal examine how the command to be baptizedis the gospd's answer to

the state of an...

a. Beginning with the "Great Commisson”, an important part of preaching the gospd was
including the command to be baptized - cf. Mk 16:15-16

b. Asthe gpostle and others went out preaching Chrigt, they taught the necessity of baptism:
1) Peter onthe day of Pentecost - Ac 2:36-38
2) Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch - Ac 8:35-39
3) Peter and the household of Cornelius- Ac 10:48
4) Paul in recounting his own converson - Ac 22:16

[Why this emphasis on baptism? It helps us to gppreciate its importance when we see how baptism
changesthe " state" of dn.. ]

|. BEFORE BAPTISM, ONE ISDEAD "IN" SIN

A. ONE'SCONDITION OUTSIDE OF CHRIST...
1. Readcaefully Ep 2:1-3
2. Notethe state or condition one find himsdlf in regardsto sin
a. They aedead "in" sin, and asaresult are " dead to God"
b. Asfor having ardationship with GOD, thereis none!

B. WHAT GOD'SGRACE MAKESPOSSIBLE...
1. Now read carefully Ep 2:4-9
2. By God's mercy, love and grace (and not any meritorious works of our own)...
a. Those"dead in trespasses’ (dead in 9n) were made alive together with Christ!
b. Those who were dead in sin wereraised together with Him!

[Outside of Chrigt, oneisdead in Sn; yet by God's grace we can be made dive! Thisraisesan
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with Chrig" and " raised together with him" ??? Heresthe Biblica answer.. ]

1. IN BA

PTISM,ONEDIES"TO" SIN

A. PAUL'SDISCOURSE ON BAPTISM...

1.
2.

Notice carefully what Paul teachesin Ro 6:1-8,11
Pesase note what Paul is not saying...

a.  Tha baptismisasymbolic demongtration of the death, burid and resurrection of

Christ engaged in by those who have already died to sin (as taught by many
churches, though baptism is never described in these words in the Bible)

b. That baptismisapublic professon of onesfaith in the desth, burid, and
resurrection of Chrigt (likewise taught by many, despite several examples of
baptism in private - Ac 8:35-38; Ac 16:30-34)

c. Northat one"diesto dn" in repentance and then is buried with Chrigt in baptiam

(as many of my own brethren teach)

B. PAUL EXPLAINSWHEN AND HOW ONE DIESTO SIN...

1.

2.
3.

4,

It happens when they ar e baptized into Christ, which is abaptism into His degth

- R06:3-4

Itisin baptismthat oneis" crucified with Him (Christ)" - Ro 6:6

Itisin baptismthat we dieto sin, and then are " freed from sin" (fromit's guilt,
consequence, and power) - Ro 6:7

The following illugtration might be helpful:

HOW BAPTI SM CHANGES THE " STATE" OF SIN

BEFORE BAPTI SM I N BAPTI SM | AFTER BAPTI SM

| |
We are... | We are... We are... | We are...
DEAD "IN SIN | BURIED WTH CHRI ST RAI SED W TH CHRI ST | DEAD "TO' SIN
DEAD "TO' GOD | BY BAPTI SM I NTO Co 2:12 | ALIVE "TO' GOD

Ep 2:1 | H S DEATH TO NEWNESS OF LI FE | Ro 6:11

| Ro 6:3-4 Ro 6:4-5 | Ga 3:26-27

| \ / |

| ~~~~~~~ \ e e e e e e [ e —————— |

| ~~~~~~ \ [ e |

| ~~~~~ \CHRI ST' S/ ~~~~~~~~~ e~~~ |

| ~~~~~m e DEATH ~~~~~~~~~~~~mmmam |

|~~~ of His death, we are...~~~~~~~ |
|~~~ CRUCI FI ED WTH HI M ~~~~~~~~~~~ |
|~~~ Thus, we... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r |
|~~~ DIE TO SIN ~~~~~~~~~~~~~m~~ |
|~~~ And we are... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

|~~~ RO 6:6-7 ~~~~~~m~mmmmmmmme |
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5. Noticethat our state in regardsto sin has changed (and also our state in regards to
God, aswdl!) -Ro 6:11
a. Before baptism into Chrigt, we were dead in sin, and dead to God!
b. But after baptism into Christ, we are dead to sin, and dive to God!

[How can such asimple act of immersion in water bring out about such a sgnificant change? From Co
2:11-13, we learn that this change takes place through faith in the working of God...]

[11.BAPTISM ISA SPIRITUAL "CIRCUMCISION"

A. NOTE WHEN AND HOW OUR SINSWERE " CUT AWAY" ...
1. Itiswhenwe were buried with Chrigt in baptism! - Co 2:11-13
a. Though "dead in trespasses’ we were made dive!
b. Remember Ep 2:4-9, that it involved God's grace and mercy?
2. Howwereour sins cut away? Note that we were raised...
a. Throughfaith (thisis man's part, expressed by submitting to baptism)
b. Intheworking of God (thisis God's part, who through grace cleanses us by the
blood of Christ and by His Spirit causes usto be born again - cf. Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5)
-- Yes, baptismisa" working of God" by which He imparts wonderful blessngsto
those submit to it, not a"work of man" by which one tries to earn or merit salvation!

B. WHAT HAPPENSWHEN A PENITENT BELIEVER ISBAPTIZED...
1. God performsa"spiritud operation” (the" circumcision of Christ")!
a. Hewho was dead in sins has his sins removed (by Jesus blood shed in His degth)
b. And thus he who was dead in Sn is made divel
2. Coming forth from the watery grave, heis raised together with Christ (Co 2:12)
a. Having"put on" Chrigt in baptism.
b. Note " For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have PUT ON
Christ." - Ga 3:27
3. Thisishow onetruly receives Jesus Christ into ther lifel
a.  Not by saying "the snner's prayer” (which is no where taught in the Scriptures)
b. But by submitting to the command of Christ to be baptized into His degth for the
remisson of Sng - Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; Ga 3:27

CONCLUSION

1. Nolonger dead "in" sin, but dead " to" dn, God'swork on usin baptism truly changes the
state of gn!

2. Thisexplanswhy in the preaching of the gospel of Chrigt, the command to be baptized
naturdly follows the commands to believe and repent - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:36-38

AreYOU redly "dead to Sn" and "dive to God"? Only if you have been scripturdly baptized (immersed
in water by the authority of Jesus Chrig for the remisson of your Sns- Mt 28:18-19; Ac 2:38) can
you be CERTAIN that through the "working of God" your sins are forgiven and you have been raised
together with Chrigt! If you have not been baptized, then...
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" ...why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of theLord." - Ac 22:16

For amore detailed study on the subject of baptism, please see another Executable Outlines study
entitled " Baptism - A Special Study”
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The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin
The Gospel's Answer To The" Guilt" Of Sin

(The Remission Of Sins)

INTRODUCTION

1. We have been examining how the gospel saves usfrom the problem of sin in this series

2. Our last three lessons dedlt with commands found in the gospel which, when obeyed,
effectively answer severa specific problems of ain...
a.  The command to believe, when obeyed, solves the problem of the love of Sn
b. The command to repent, when obeyed, solves the problem of the practice of Sn
c. The command to be baptized, when obeyed, solves the problem of the state of n

3. Inthislesson and those to follow, we shdl turn our attention to the promises of the gospe...
a. Again, bear in mind that the gospel of Jesus Christ contains:
1) Factsto bebdieved
2) Commands to be obeyed
3) Promisesto be received
b. We have seen how keeping the commands of the gospd ded with the problem of sin
c. Now we want to be sure to appreciate how the promises we receive upon obeying the
gospel are d <0 effective in deding with an...

[In the firgt lesson of this series, we touched briefly upon the guilt of sin. Let usfirst eaborate on this
point...]

|. THE"GUILT" OF SIN

A. THE BIBLE DECLARESALL ARE GUILTY REGARDING SIN...
1. Thiswas Paul'sfirsg main point in writing the episiie to the Romans - Ro 3:9-11
2. Evenif aperson breaks only one commandment! - cf. Ja 2:10-11

B. THISGUILT REFERSPRIMARILY TO"LEGAL" GUILT...
1. Inthe senseof having violated the law of God

a. Inthisway, everyone has snned - Ro 3:23

b. This makesthem "transgressors' of thelaw - cf. 1.Jn 3:4

c. Other synonyms are used to describe those who have violated God's law:
1) "lawless'
2) "disobedient"
3) "workersof iniquity”
4) "ungodly”
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2. This"legal guilt" isreal, whether or not a person...
a. Isawareof ther actud guilt (ignorance does not excuse one of guilt before God)
b. Fedsany sense of emotiond guilt (more on this shortly)
--  They are ill held accountable before God as "guilty” of sn-2 Co 5:10

C. FOR MANY, THERE ISALSO THE"EMOTIONAL" GUILT...
1. Butthisredly only aside effect of the"legd" guilt of Sn
a.  Though it does include some terrible consequences. anxiety, depression, fear,
doubt
b. " Thereisno peace, saith the LORD, for thewicked." - 1sa 48:22
2. Some may not experience the emationa consequence of "legd" guilt...
a. Becausethey have rgected their conscience to the point of it being "seared”
-eg., 1Ti 1:19-20; 4:1-2
b. Such people have "legd guilt”, nonetheless!

[Y et the gospel of Christ declares that when we obey its commands, then one of the promises we
receive istheremission of sins, which effectively dedswith the guilt of sin...]

II. THE "REMISSION" OF SINS

A. THE PROMINENT PLACE OF "REMISSION OF SINS' IN THE GOSPEL....
1. Theblood of Jesus was shed for the remission of our Sns- Mt 26:28
2. Remisson of snsisto be preached to dl nations - Lk 24:45-47
3. Peter told people they could receive remisson of snsin the name of Jesus...
a. By bdievingin Jesus- Ac 10:42-43
b. By repenting and being baptized in Hisname - Ac 2:38

B. WHAT DOESTHIS"REMISSION OF SINS' INVOLVE...?
1. Theword remisson means "to remit”, and involves a dismissal, release
2. A key synonym often used in some trandationsis theword " for giveness®
3. Other terms and metaphors found in the Bible to describe the "remisson” of Sins.
a. "taken away" -Jn 1:29; Ro 11.27
"blotted out" - Ac 3:19
"washed away" - Ac 22:16
"covered" - Ro4:7
"not imputed” - Ro4:8
"set free" - R06:17-18
"purged" - Hel:3; 2Pel:9
h. "remembered nomore' - He 8:12
4. All of these Sgnifying the remova of the guilt of Sn from the snner!
a A legd term used to describe a snner whose sins have been so forgiven isthe
word " judtified"
b. Whichmeans" not guilty” - cf. 1 Co6:11

@0 oo0coC

C. NOT JUST REMOVAL OF "LEGAL GUILT",BUT "EMOTIONAL GUILT"...
1. Wecan now have a perfect conscience
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a.  Something the Old Law could not do! - cf. He 9:8-10; 10:1-4

b. But by theblood of Chrig, it is possible to have this "perfect” conscience - cf. He
9:14; 10:22

2. A perfect conscience in the sense that we have red reasons not to fed guilty for our

gans they aretotally forgiven by the blood of Chrigt!

a. Therefore, thereis no need to have fear, doubt, anxiety, or depression over our
Siritud condition

b. Instead, we can have peace and joy through the judtification that comes by grace
- R0 5:1-2

CONCLUSION

1. Thisisthe promise given to those who obey the gospd that effectively deds with the
problem of the guilt of Sn...
a. Your dnsareremitted!
b. You arerdeased from the guilt of your snd
1) Fromyour legal guilt for breaking God's law
2) Fromyour emotional guilt burdening your senditive conscience

2. Agan, how does onerecave this promise of "remisson of Sns'?
a. By obeying the commands of the gospd!...
1) Bdievein Jesusasthe Chrig, the Son of God, who died for your Snd
2) Repent of your gns, deciding in your mind to turn from sin and turn to God
3) Bebaptized into Jesus Christ
a) By thesampleact of immerdon in water
b) Inwhich by God's grace you are raised to walk in newness of life!
b. Note how the last command (baptism) in particular answers the problem of guilt...
1) Firg, thelegd guilt - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16
2) Also, theemationd guilt - cf. 1 Pe 3:21 (The "answer of agood conscience’, or asthe
NASV putsit, "an appeal to God for a good conscience”)

Have you accepted the gospel's promise of remission of sinsto ded with the guilt of your sins, by
submitting to the commands of the gospd...?
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The Gospel Of Christ
And The Problem Of Sin

The Gospel'sAnswer To The" Power” Of Sin

(The Gift Of TheHoly Spirit)

INTRODUCTION

1. We are continuing to examine how the gospe saves us from the problemof Sn

We have seen that the commands of the gospe effectively ded with various aspects of sin:

a.  The command to believe when obeyed solves the problem of thelove of Sn
b. The command to repent when obeyed solves the problem of the practice of Sn
c. The command to be baptized when obeyed solves the problem of the state of gn

And we have adso begun to notice that the promisesin the gospd relate to different aspects

of an's problem; e.g., the promise of the remission of sins takes care of the guilt of Sn

In this lesson, we shdl examine another promise given to those who obey the gospel of

Chrig: the gift of the Holy Spirit!

[Before we can redlly gppreciate the part the Holy Spirit playsin the life of the Christian, we need to

understand...]

|. THE POWER OF SIN

A. SIN'SPOWER VIVIDLY DESCRIBED...
1. Paul describes the condition of one under the power of Sn - Ro 7:14-25

a

b.

| understand Paul to be describing the dilemma of one outside of Christ

1) Eventhough he spesksin the first person

2) From the context | believe he is demongtrating how the Law of Moseswas
inadequate to ded with the ain problem - cf. Ro 7:7-14 with Ro 8:1-4

Othersfed that he is describing the inner warfare that goes on inside of everyone,

including Chridtians (which is certainly taught in Ga 5:16-17)

But the reason | take the view that | do is seen as we continue on...

2. Notice that the person in thistext is described as:

a
b
C.
d
e.

"sold under sin" (14)

. having" sin that dwellsin me" (17,20)

in" captivity to the law of sin which isin my members' (23)

. "wretched man that | am" (24)

ina" body of death" (24)
Isthis the condition of onein Chrig? Not in light of what Paul goesonto say in
chapter 8
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3. Thisisthe power of sin and the condition of al who do not have the help of God!

B. SIN'SPOWER AFFECTSEVERYONE...
1. "All" havesnned - Ro 3:23
2. BEven Chrigians mugt confessthey oftensn-1Jn 1:8,10
3. For it continuesto play astrong rolein our lives...
a. It promptsthe flesh to wage war againg the soul - 1 Pe 2:11
b. It triesto take advantage of our desires, and if it does, can lead to spiritua desth
-Jal:13-15
4. If not controlled, sin will continue to endave ud - cf. Jn 8:34

[But the gospe of Christ offersto al who obey its commands awonderful promise to ded with the
power of Sninour lives..]

II. THEGIFT OF THEHOLY SPIRIT

A. THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT WASPROMISED...
1. Tothosewho believein Jesus-Jn 7:38-39
2. Tothose who repent and are baptized - Ac 2:38-39
3. To those who obey God - Ac 5:32

B. THOSE WHO RECEIVE THISPROMI SE...
1. Are"thetempleof God" (collectively, asthe church) -1 Co 3:16-17
2. Are"thetemple of the Holy Spirit" (individudly, in our bodies) - 1 Co 6:19
3. Havethe" Spirit of God (who) dwellsin you" - Ro 8:9-11

C. WE CAN NOW DEAL WITH THE POWER OF SIN...
1. With the Spirit'sad, Chrigtians no longer need to be dominated by the power of sin!
a. Chrigiansare to "put to death the deeds of the body" - cf. Ro 8:12-13; Co 3:5-11
b. TheHoly Spirit helps us through Hisindweling!

1) "TheHoaly Spirit by itsindwelling strengthens the human spirit to enable
it to control theflesh." (David Lipscomb)

2) "The Chrigtian'sbeing successfully under the control of hisown spirit is
conditional, the condition being that the Holy Spirit shall dwell in him
and help him." (Moses Lard)

3) "Tothem (i.e, Christians) the Spirit isgiven asa helper of their
weakness...and by itsaid they overcome theflesh." (B.W. Johnson)

4) "Internally, the Spirit aids by ministering strength and comfort to the
disciplein hiseffort to conform to therevealed truth and will of God."
(JW. McGarvey)

2. Compare this with the condition we saw described in Romans 7...
a. Inchapter 7, the man was described asin "captivity” to the law of Snwhichisin

his members- Ro 7:23

b. But according to chapter 8...
1) InChrig, oneis"set freg' from thislaw of sn and degth - Ro 8:2
2) By the help of the Spirit, oneisno longer a"debtor” - Ro 8:12-13
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D. THE CHRISTIAN HASREAL "POWER" TO DEAL WITH SIN!
1. Paul wanted the Ephesians to appreciate this "power” - Ep 1:19-20
a. Notice it isaccording to the same power that raised Jesus from the dead
b. By what power was Jesus resurrection accomplished?
1) "...declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” - Ro 1:4
2) "...if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwellsin you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwellsin you." - Ro 8:11
-- l.e, by the power of the Spirit of God!
2. Paul prayed that the Ephesians would be strengthened inwardly through this " power"
or "might" (i.e., the Spirit of God) - Ep 3:16
a. How great isthis"might" or "powe™ in us?
b. Notecarefully Ep 3:20, whereit is stated that God is:
1) "abletodo"
2) "exceedingly"
3) "abundantly"
4) "above all that we ask or think"
-- "according to the power that worksin us"!
4. This should make us gppreciate more the statement of Paul later in hisletter to the
Ephesans " Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might." - Ep 6:10

[The source of that strength and mighty power the Lord providesis the indwelling Spirit in the lives of
Chrigiang Condgder, therefore...]

[II.THE IMPLICATIONSOF THISGIFT

A. FOR THE CHRISTIAN...
1. Thiswonderful promise should serve as motivation not to Sn
a. Foryou area"temple’ of the Holy Spirit -1 Co 6:18-20
b. When you sn, you deeply offend the Spirit! - Ep 4:30; He 10:26-29
2. Thiswonderful promise should provide encour agement in your fight againg sn
a. You arenot donein your efforts - Ph 2:12-13
b. You have whatever power you need to overcome the snsyou face! - Ph 4:13;
1Jn4:4;1Co010:13
1) Thisdoes not mean that we can become"snless' -1Jn 1.8
2) For we do not have perfect knowledge of God's will, and can therefore be
guilty of "sns of ignorance"
3) But it does mean we can overcome those sins of which we are aware!
3. Thiswonderful promise means we have no excuse for our Sns
a. Wecannot say, "l can't hdp mysdf”
b. We cannot say, "The devil made me do it"
-- If wedn, it is because we have chosen to refuse the ad God has given ud!

B. FOR THE NON-CHRISTIAN...
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1. Don' put off obeying the gospe until you have "reformed yoursdf"
a. Many people mistakenly think that they cannot become a Christian until they
overcome dl their bad "habits’
b. Yet Romans 7 demondrates the futility of trying to do this without Christ!
2. God will take you "asyou are'...
a. Provided you will:
1) Bdieve (trust) in His Son Jesus (that he died for your sins) - 1 Co 15:1-3
2) Repent of your Sns (i.e,, have achange of mind in which you decide to turn
from your sins and start living for God) - Ac 17:30-31
3) Bebaptized into Chrigt for the remisson of your Sns (an immersion in water
as commanded by Christ and His apostles) - Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15-16;
Ac 2:38; 10:48
b. Then God by His grace will:
1) Forgiveyou of your Sns (release you from the guilt of Sn)
2) Giveyou the gift of the Holy Spirit, Who through His indweling will help
you "reform” as you heed the Word of God (free you from the power of Sn)

CONCLUSION

1. Don't you desire these wonderful promises?
a. Freedom from the guilt of 9n?
b. Freedom from the power of Sin?

2. By the grace of God, when you obey the gospel you receive...
a. Notonly "theremisson of 9ns' to deal with your past
b. But "thegift of the Holy Spirit" to help with your future!

To those who desire to accept these gracious provisons of God, | can only tell you to do the same thing
the apostle Peter told the people of his day:

Then Peter said to them, " Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promiseisto you and to your children, and to all who
are afar off, asmany asthe Lord our God will call." -- Ac 2:38-39

To receive the promises of the gospel, you must obey the commands of the gospd!!
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The Gospel Of Christ

And The Problem Of Sin

The Gospel's Answer To The" Result” Of Sin
(The Gift Of Eternal Life)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thepurposein this series of lessons has been to help us understand and gppreciate how the
gospdl of Chrigt isindeed God's power to save us- Ro 1:16-17

2. We have examined various aspects of the problem of sin, and then how the gospel of Christ
with its commands and promises effectively addresses the problem of an

3. Tosummarizethusfar...
a.  When the command to believe is obeyed, the love of Snis addressed
b. When the command to repent is obeyed, the practice of snisdedt with
c.  When the command to be baptized is submitted to, the state of Snischanged
d. When we have obeyed these commands, we receive wonderful promises...
1) Remission of sins, which removesthe guilt of Sn
2) Thedgift of the Holy Spirit, which enables usto ded with the power of Sn

4. Inthisfind lesson, we shdl examine another promise which deds with the result of Sn: the
promiseof eternal life - Ro 6:23

[In the first lesson, we touched briefly on the result of sin; we shdl now examine it more carefully...]

|. THE"RESULT" OF SIN

A. ONERESULT OF SINIS"SPIRITUAL DEATH" ...
1. Thedeath referred to by God when He warned Adam & Eve - Gen 2:15-17
a Note "..for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
b. They did not die"phydcdly"” in the day they ate of the forbidden fruit, but they
did die "spiritudly"” in that day
2. "Spiritud" deathis"” separation from God"
a. Death of any sort involves the idea of "separation”
b. Just asphysica desth isthe separation of body and spirit - Ja 2:26
3. "Spiritud" deeth iswhat occurswhen dl sn-Ro 5:12
a. It occurs when we reach that "age of accountability” where we know the
difference between right and wrong, and then violate God's law - cf. Ro 7:9
b. Thisisthe"death" referredtoin Ep 2:1-3
1) All who are outsde of Christ are "dead in Sn”
2) Thosewho are"dead in Sin" are separated from God and al the blessings that
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would otherwise come from union with Him - cf. 1 sa 59:1-2

B. ANOTHER RESULT OF SINIS"PHYS CAL DEATH" ...

1.
2.

Because of their an, Adam and Even lost accessto the "tree of life" - Gen 3:22-24
Because access to the "tree of life" waslogt, al mankind is subject to "physica” degth
-"in Adam all die" (1 Co 15:22a)

C. THEFINAL RESULT OF SINISTHE "SECOND DEATH" ...

1.
2.
3.

Thisdegth isreferredtoin Re 21:8
This"death" involves eter nal separation from God!
This"death” Jesus often spoke of and warned about - Mt 10:28; 25:41-46

[Truly, in more than one sense, " the wages of sin isdeath” (Ro 6:23); but the same can be said
about " the gift of eternal life"! No matter what the result of 9n, the promise of eternal life more
than makes up for it!]

II. THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE

A. THE GOSPEL PROMISESEVEN NOW "ETERNAL LIFE"...

1.
2.

3.

5.

John spesks of this"life" asapresent possessonin 1.Jn 5:11-13

Thisis"eternd life" in the sense of knowing God and Jesusin a specia way, having

fdlowship with them - ¢f. Jn 17:3; 1 Jn 5:20

With thistype of "eternd life"...

a Oneisnolonger "dead inSn"

b. Oneisno longer "separated from God"

c. Theemphagsison the quality of life, not quantity - cf. Jn 10:10

"Eternd life" in this sense begins when we rise from the watery grave of baptism

a. " Thereforewe are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life." - Ro 6:4

b. Thisisbecausein baptism...
1) Our dnsareforgiven by the blood of Christ - cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16
2) Weenter into anew relationship with God, having put on Chrigt - Ga 3:26-27

We who were once dead "spiritudly”, are now " made alive" ! - cf. Ep 2:1,4-9

B. THE GOSPEL PROMISES" THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION" ...

1.
2.
3.

4,

Jesus spoke of this"hope” in Jn 5:28-29

Paul wrote of thiswonderful "hope'’ in 1 Co 15:20-23,50-58

This hope of the resurrection we have is based upon our conviction that Jesus Himsdlf
was raised from the dead - 1 Pe 1:3

With such hope, "physical” desth has lost much of itssting -1 Th 4:13-18

C. THE GOSPEL PROMISES" THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE"...

1.

2.

Inthissense, "aernd life' is4ill a future promise (and not a present possession)...
a.  Jesus spoke of "eternd life" inthissense, in Mt 25:46; Mk 10:29-30

b. Paul gpoke of "eternd life' asafuturehopein 2 Ti 1:1; Ti 1.2

This"eternd life", which is yet to be redlized by those who are in Chrid...
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a. Comesafter one has:

1) Been st free from sin (which occursin baptism - Ro 6:3-7)

2) Become adaveto God (which occurs when we present our salves as servants
of righteousness - Ro 6:17-19)

3) Produced the fruit of holiness - Ro 6:22

-- Note carefully what Paul says " ...and the end everlasting life." Everlaging
lifecomesat "theend" of alife that has borne fruit unto holiness! It isagift,
yes (Ro 6:23), but in the text Paul is speaking about a gift that one receives at
"theend" of the Chrigian's faithful lifel

Comes after the resurrection and judgment - Mt 25:31-34,46

Comes to those who patiently do the will of God! - Ro 2:4-7

Offers honor, peace and glory to those who receiveit - Ro 2:8-11

Is beautifully described by the gpogtle Johnin Re 21:1-7; 22:1-5

®opo

CONCLUSION

1. Thisishow the gospe addressesthe result of sn; in response to:
a. "gpiritual death” (where our sins separate us from God) thereis™ eternal life" (inthe

b.

sense of knowing the Lord, which begins a one's conversion)

"physical death” , thereis" the resurrection from the dead" (which occurs at the
coming of Christ)

The" second death” (eternd separation from God), thereis™ eternal life" (in the sense
of eternity with God and Chrigt, which begins after the Judgment)

Thus the gospd of Chrigt effectively dedswith the result of sin!

2. | hope that we better understand the wonderful grace of Christ; why Paul cdlsit " the gospel
of the grace of God" (Ac 20:24)...
a. Eventhe commands to be obeyed involve God's grace:

1) Wemus believein Chrig, if we areto stop the love of gn; yet by grace God's Word
produces such faith! - Ro 10:17

2) We must repent, if we are to end the practice of sin; yet it is God's goodness (i.e., by
grace) which leads us to repentance - Ro 2:4

3) We must be baptized into Chrigt, if we are to change the state of sin; yet, evenin this,
itisby grace (for God isthe onewho isa work in cleansing our Sns and regenerating
us anew) - Co 2:12

How much more are the promises of the gospel indicative of God's marvelous grace!

1) Theremisson of Snsremovesthe guilt of Sn

2) Thegift of the Holy Spirit helps us to overcome the power of sin

3) Eternd lifeis God's gracious gift in response to the result of Sin

Have you accepted the grace of God by obeying the gospd of Chrigt? If not, may the words of Paul
encourage you do so today...

We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the
grace of God in vain. For He says: " In an acceptabletime | have heard you,
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And in the day of salvation | have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now isthe day of salvation. - 2 Co 6:1-2

If 1 can be of any assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. May God be with you!
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