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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism

Why |'s Denominationalism Wrong?

INTRODUCTION

1.

While many people are attracted to the good news of the grace of God offered through His
Son Jesus Chridt, certain questions often linger in their minds...

a

b.
C.
d.

Why are there so many different denominations?

Can't the followers of Jesus Christ learn to get along?

What can be done about the religious division that exists today?

Isit possible for meto be amply a Chrigtian, following Jesus without being a member of
any denomination?

In reply to these questions, some make an effort to discount the sgnificance of reigious
divison, suggesting...

a
b.

That the differences are not dl that greet

Or that rdigious divison is good, for it enables people to find a church that suits them
persondly

But there are several reasonswhy | believe these answers are wrong and do a disservice to
the cause of Chrigt

In this series of lessons, | have severd objectivesin mind...

a
b.

To explan why Denominationaism iswrong

To illustrate how one can smply be a Chrigtian, serving Jesus without being a member of
any denomination

To suggest how followers of Christ might be able " to maintain the unity of the Spiritin
the bond of peace" - cf. Ep 4:3

In this particular lesson, | wish to explain...

a
b.

Why Denominationaism iswrong
Why anyone who truly follows Chrigt will do dl they can to avoid participating in it

[Firgt, perhaps adefinition of termsisin order...]

DEFINING DENOMINATION AND DENOMINATIONAL ISM

A. WHAT ISA "DENOMINATION"?

1. According to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language: " A large
group of reigious congregations united under a common faith and name and
organized under a singleadministrative and legal hierarchy."

2. From Webster's: " A religious organization uniting in asingle legal and
adminigtrative body a number of local congregations.”

3. Insgmplelaymen terms, a denomination is a group of congregations that are joined
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together under some governing body

a.  The number of congregations can be as few astwo or more

b. But by ther tie to agoverning body above the loca congregation, by definition
they are "denominated” from al congregations that do not submit to the same
authority

4. Someexamples:

a. The Roman Catholic Church is a denomination made up of those churches that
submit to the pope in Rome

b. The Eagtern Orthodox Chur ch is adenomination made up of those churches that
submit to the patriarch of Congtantinople

c. TheAnglican Church of England is a denomination made up of those churches
that submit to the archbishop of Cantebury

d. TheLutheran Church (Missouri Synod) is made up of those churches that
submit to the synod in Missouri

e. Thelnternational Church of Christ ismade up of those churches that submit to
the Boston Church of Christ

-- Thesearejug afew of the thousands of different denominations that now exist!

B. WHAT IS"DENOMINATIONALISM"?
1. According to The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, it is
a. "Thetendency to separateinto religious denominations’
b. " Advocacy of separation into religious denominations’
c. " Strict adherenceto a denomination; sectarianism”
2. Agan, Webgter's dictionary definesit as.
a. " Devotion to denominational principlesor interests'
b. "Narrow emphasizing of denominational differences. SECTARIANISM"
3. For the purpose in this series, | will be gpplying the term to any approva of the
denominationd divison which exigts today
a. | concede that many people in denominations today are not al that devoted to their
denominationd principles or interests
b. But by membership in adenomination they are by implication advocating
separdion into religious denominations

[But is Denominationdism redly dl that bad? Am | suggesting that one cannot serve Chrigt faithfully
while participating in religious divison? The answer to both questionsis"Yed" To undersand the
reason for saying this, let's examine...]

II. WHY DENOMINATIONALISM ISWRONG

A. IT ISUN-SCRIPTURAL...
1. Thatis itiswithout Scriptura support
a. Thereisno basisinthe Biblefor loca churches being divided up into various
denominationa bodies
b. Thereisno denomination that can go to the Bible and say, " See that passage?
Thereis our church (denomination)!”
2. Inthe New Testament...
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a. Loca congregations were independent, self-governing
b. Church organization was limited to within the loca congregation, with elders (so
known as pastors, bishops, overseers, presbyters) gppointed to oversee only the
congregation of which they were members - cf. Ac 20:17,28; 1 Pe 5:1-2
3. Theonly authority above theloca church in the New Testament was Chrigt and His
apostles...
a.  Once the church began, apostles were not replaced after they died
b. But through the Word of God, the authority of Christ and His apostles continues
4. Individuals, synods, conferences, etc., that presume to usurp authority over loca
congregations today do so without Scriptura authority

B. ITISANTI-SCRIPTURAL...
1. l.e, notonly isit without scripturd support, it is contrary to what the Bible teaches
2. ltiscontrary to the prayer of Jesusfor unity among His believers - Jn 17:20-23
3. Itiscondemned by Paul in his epigtle to the church a Corinth
a. Thereareto be no divisons among believers- 1 Co 1:10-13
b. Sectaianismisasgn of candity - 1 Co 3:3-4
4. It opposesthe efforts of Christ on the cross! - Ep 2:14-16
a. Jesusdied to bresk down the wall of division
b. Jesusdied to reconcile man to God in ONE body
-- Jugt as snning works againg the efforts of Christ on the cross (for He dso died to
put away sin), S0 it iswith denominationd divison!

C. ITISHARMFUL TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST...
1. Jesusknew tha unity among His disciples would be "the find gpologetic”
a. Cf. "that the world may beieve' - Jn 17:21
b. Inview of Jesus words, we should not be surprised when unbdievers are dow to
accept the gospel coming from adivided church
2. Many people point to the divided condition of those professing to follow Chridt...
a. Atheigs and agnogtics often use religious divison as an excuse not to believein
God
b. Adherentsto non-Chrigtian religions (such as Idam, Judaism, etc.) will often use
denominationalism as areason not to believe in Christ
3. Denominationaism has dso given support and encouragement to the cults
a. Mormonism gtarted in reaction to the denominationdism of Joseph Smith's day
b. Thosewho cal themsdves " Jehovah's Witnesses' use religious divison to
encourage people to follow their gtrictly-controlled organization

D. OTHERSWHO VIEWED DENOMINATIONALISM ASWRONG...
1. Martin Luther, theleader of the Reformation Movement:

"1 ask that men make no reference to my name, and call themselves not
Lutherans, but Christians. What isLuther? My doctrine, | am sure, isnot
mine, nor have | been crucified for any one. St. Paul, in 1 Cor. 3, would not
allow Christiansto call themselves Pauline or Petrine, but Christian. How then
should I, poor, foul carcassthat | am, come to have men giveto the children of
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Christ anamederived from my worthlessname? No, no, my dear friends; let
usabolish all party names, and call ourselves Christians after Him Whose
doctrine we have."

- Hugh Thomason Kerr, A Compend of Luther's Theology (Philadephia The
Westminger Press, 1943, p. 135)

John Wesley, another great reformation leader, among whose followers are
Methodists, Wedeyans, etc..

"Would to God that all party names, and unscriptural phrases and formswhich
have divided the Christian world, were forgot and that the very name
[Methodist] might never be mentioned more, but be buried in eternal oblivion."
- John Wedey, Universal Knowledge, A Dictionary and Encyclopedia of Arts, Science,
History, Biography, Law, Literature, Religions, Nations, Races, Customs, and
Ingtitutions, Vol. 9, Edward A. Pace, Editor (New Y ork: Universa Knowledge
Foundation, 1927, p. 540)

Charles Spurgeon, one of the greatest Baptist preachers who ever lived:
"1 look forward with pleasureto the day when there will not be a Baptist living!

| hopethat the Baptist name will soon perish, but let Christ'sname last forever."
- Spurgeon Memorid Library, Vol. I., p. 168

CONCLUSION

1.

WEell, that day has not yet come, and denominationaism with its rdigious divison seemsto be
as strong as ever!

But dl isnot log...
For throughout the world, more and more people are throwing aside their denominationd
shackles

a

b.

They are following Jesus Chrigt in the freedom of gospel liberty that comes from being

amply Chrigiand

And what may be a surprise to some, they are able to do s0 " being like-minded, having
the same love, being of one accord, of onemind" - cf. Ph 2:2

How isthis possble?

a. Tha iswhat | hope to demonsrate starting with the next lesson

b. But it beginswith two things

1) A srong desreto follow Jesus Christ and His prayer for unity - cf. Jn 17:20-23
2) An underganding of the carnd nature of divison, and why denominationdism is

wrong - cf. 1 Co 3:3-4

Dear friend, don't you want to be smply a Chrigtian, afollower of the Lord Jesus Chrigt...?
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism

The Way Out Of Religious Division

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous lesson, | began this series by defining the terms denomination and
denominationdism...
a. "denomination” - agroup of congregations that are joined together under some
governing
body, that effectively serves to distinguish and divide them from other congregations
b. "denominationalism”" - advocacy of separation into religious denominations

| ds0 suggested three reasons why "denominationdism” iswrong...

a. Itisun-scripturd (i.e., without scriptural support)

b. Itisanti-scripturd (eg., Jn 17:20-23; 1 Co 1:10-13; 3:3-4)

c. Itisharmful to the cause of Chrigt (by discouraging people from believing in Chrigt - Jn
17:21)

But isit possible for people today to smply be Chrigtians, without being a member of any

man-made denomination?

a Theansweris"Yed"

b. Indeed, by following the example of Jesus Himsdlf, we can be members of His body, the
Lord's church, just as we read about in the scriptures!

[To see how, let's Sart by noticing Jesus own examplein the religious climate of Hisday...]

|. THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS

A. THE RELIGIOUSCLIMATE OF HISDAY ...

1.

2.

When Jesus came to this earth, the |sraglites were living under the Law of God as
given by Moses

In that law, God had not made any provision for the divison of His people into
religious sects or parties

Y et, by the time of Jesus, the Jews had formed severd distinct religious parties.

a. Pharisees (somewhat conservetive)

b. Sadducees (very liberd, the "modernists’ of their day)

C. Essenes (radicd isolationists)

d. Herodians, Zedots (politica religionists)

It was assumed that dl who were serious about religion would be associated with one
of these groups

B. WHAT JESUSDID THEN...

1.

To which of these groups did Jesus belong? He belonged to NONE of these groups!
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Instead, He maintained a "nonsectarian” relationship with God to the very end

a. Asanlgadite, living a atime when the Law of Moseswas il in effect, Hewas
amply an"lgadite’

b. Inaddition, He encouraged dl to live by the Law whileit was il in effect - cf. M t
5:17-20

c. Inother words, He encouraged al to smply be what the Law of Maoses intended
themtobe(i.e, "lgadites’)

C. WHAT WOULD JESUSBE TODAY?

1.
2.
3.

Would He be a Baptist, or Catholic, or Presbyterian, or Methodis, etc.?
If He was amply an Isradite then, would He not smply be a"Chrigtian” today?
That was certainly what His disciples cameto be cdled - cf. Ac 11:26

[ The example Jesus has st for usisclear: just be what God origindly intended under the Law which is
in effect. Sincein the New Testament (the "law of Chrig" cf. 1 Co 9:21) the disciples of Christ were
cdled "Chrigians', so we should be!

Not only should we be content with being "called” Chrigtians, we should also be concerned with "just
being Chridians'. Nothing more, nothing less! But how can we be sure that we are Smply
Chrigtians, members of the church we read about in the New Testament? It helps to see what the
Bibletdlsusabout ...]

II. THE LORD'SCHURCH IN THE FIRST CENTURY

A. PROMISED BY JESUS...

1.
2.

3.

Jesus promised to build HIS church - cf. Mt 16:18

The word "church”" comes from the Greek word ekklesia, which means "a cdled-out
group, an assembly, a congregation”

Therefore, Jesus was promising to create His own group of people who have been
"cdled"

B. ESTABLISHED THROUGH PREACHING THE GOSPEL ...

1.
2.
3.

o

How doesthis"cdling" take place?

According to the apostle Paul, we are "cdled" by the gospe of Christ-2Th 2:14

On the first Pentecost after the ascension of Christ, we see by preaching the gospd

Peter "caled out” those who were willing to express ther faith in Jesus - Ac 2:38-41

Notice that those who gladly responded in faith, repentance and baptism were "added"

a. Towha and by whom were they "added"?

b. Wefind the answer in verse 47: " And the Lord added to the church daily those
who were being saved.”

The day of Pentecost was the beginning of the Lord's church (His "ekklesa')

This"called-out”" assembly or group was crested when the gospd was proclaimed and

people responded to it

C. EXPANDED THROUGH PREACHING THE GOSPEL...

1.

At fird, the church existed only in Jerusdem
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As the gospel spread, and people responded to it, groups of these saved peoplein
various cities met together

Each group became known as a church in alocal sense (in contrast to the church
univer sal which ismade up of al those saved throughout the world)

For example, during Paul's first missionary journey, many such churches were
established - Ac 14:21-23

By smply teaching the gospel of Chrigt, alocd church was formed when those who
obeyed the gospd joined together in their work and worship

D. EDIFIED THROUGH THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE...

1.

2.

Though united in Chrit, these local churches were independent of any human
association or federation of churches

Chrigt directed them through His inspired gpostles, as they taught them how to
worship and work together - cf. Ac 2:42

Sometimes this teaching by the gpostles was done directly, other times by appointed
emissaries- eg.,, 1 Co 4:17

Just as often, the teaching was done through the epistlies or |etters written by the
apostles - cf. 1 Co 14:37; 1 Ti 3:14-15; 2 Th 2:14-15; 3:14

[When we read what the Bible says us about the Lord's church, we learn that by responding to the
gospel and paying close heed to the "apostles doctrine” (cf. Ac 2:42), people in the first century were
able to be Chrigtians only, without dl the confusion prevaent today. Isit possblefor usto do this
today? Yes! Hereis..]

[1I.THE WAY OUT OF RELIGIOUSDIVISION

A.

ACCEPT THE CALL OF THE GOSPEL ...

1.
2.

3.

4.

Remember, Chrig cdls usinto His ekklesia (church) through the gospel

Therefore, we can begin by obeying the same ingructions that Peter gave on the Day
of Pentecost - Ac 2:38

Repenting of our sins, and being baptized for the remisson of our Sns, we then receive
the same blessings as did the 3000 on that day: salvation!

By being saved in this manner, we know that the Lord truly adds us to His church just
as He added them - cf. Ac 2:47

What then...?

FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS...

1.

2.

The early Christians continued steadfadtly in the apostles doctrine - Ac 2:42
a. They joined no other religious organization, and neither should wel
b. In Chrig, we are automaticaly united with al others who are in Him!
As members of the Lord's church, we should sudy carefully the New Testament
description of the church that continued steadfastly in the gpostles doctrine
a. Thisdescription isfound in the Book of Actsand in the Epistles which follow it
b. Itisheretha we will find ingtruction from the Lord's gpostles on HOW:
1) Toworship the Lord acceptably
2) Tobescripturaly organized aslocal congregations
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3) Tolive and work together as Chrigtians, sporeading the gospd of Christ through
word and example
3. Since the apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit, we may be sure their ingtructions

were exactly what Jesus wanted them to be!

a. If weduplicate the early churches by following the gposties ingructions, we will
amply be"Chridians’, and we can be certain the Lord is pleased with us

b. AsJesussad to His gpostles about those who would receive or reject their
indructions. " He who hearsyou hears Me, he who reects you rejects Me, and
he who rgects MergectsHim who sent Me." - Lk 10:16

CONCLUSION

1. Smply being a Chrigtian, and duplicating a New Testament congregetion is not as difficult as
one might think...
a. Thereareliterdly thousands of such congregations throughout the world
b. Thereislikely onein your arearight now! (Fed freeto contact meif you would like to
try and locate the nearest one.)
c. Thereisdso the option of arting a congregation in your own home

2. By following the example and teachings of Jesus, as revedled by His apostles, we can be led
out of the religious confusion that dominates the religious world today!

3. Do you want to be smply a Christian, a member of the Lord's church we read about in the

New Testament?

a. If so, then | plead with you to first render obedience to the gospel of Christ as proclamed
by Peter and dl the apostles - cf. Ac 2:36-38

b. You have the assurance of God's Word that you will then be added by the Lord Himsdlf to
His church - cf. Ac 2:47

c. Then, you have the responshility to learn and follow the gpostles doctrine as you serve
the Lord Jesusin your life- cf. Ac 2:42

If you have not yet responded to the commands of the gospd as put forth by Peter in Ac 2:38, why not
let the reaction of those who did on the Day of Pentecost describe your actions today:

" Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about
three thousand souls were added to them." - Ac 2:41
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
Accepting The Call Of The Gospel

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthelast lesson | proposed the following as the way out of religious divison...
a. Frg, follow the example of Jesus and maintain a*non-sectarian"relationship with God
1) Living under the Old Covenant, He was Smply an Isradlite, as the Law intended
2) Living under the New Covenant, His disciples were smply caled "Chrigians’, and 0
should we! - cf. Ac 11:26; 1 Pe 4:16
b. Second, to ensure that we are truly members of Christ's body, the church (i.e., His
"caled-out" ones)...
1) Let usbe surethat we have answered the cdl of the gospel, by which He adds usto
His Church (and not some denomination begun by man) - 2 Th 2:14; Ac 2:41,47
2) Let usfollow the example of the early church, who "continued steadfadtly in the
apostles doctring” - Ac 2:42

2. Animportant key, then, isthat we properly answer the cdl of the gospd...
a. For through the gospd Chrigt is cdling usinto His church
b. When we accept the gospe cal, by God's grace we receive salvation and the Lord adds us
to His church

3. Unfortunately, there have dways been those who have "perverted” certain el ements of the

gospd...

a. Inthefirg century, Paul wrote of those who had perverted the gospel by trying to add
eements of the Old Law to it - Ga 1:8-9; cf. Ac 15:1,6

b. Later, others attempted to change the basis of sdvation by teaching a salvation of works,
rather than by grace through faith

c. Eventoday, many pervert the gospd by the manner they cal upon people to respond to
the gospdl, leaving out the proper response as taught by Christ and His apostles
-- For thisreason, it isimportant that we understand the gospd of Christ, and how to

properly accept the call of the gospel!

4. There are severd good ways to summarize the gospel that makes it easy to remember, and
one was that suggested by Walter Scott...
a. Not Sr Walter Scott, the British author who wrote "lvanhoe’
b. But akinsman born in Scotland (1796), who came to America and proclaimed the gospe
throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana and Kentucky
c. Inhisstudy of the gospd, Water Scott summarized it as containing...
1) Factsto bebdieved
2) Commands to be obeyed
3) Promisesto bereceived
d. Indeed, accepting the call of the gospd involves a person accepting the "facts,”
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"commands," and "promises’ contained in the gospel of Jesus Chrigt
[To daborate, let's congder firgt of dl that to accept the call of the gospd one must...]

|. BELIEVETHE"FACTS' OF THE GOSPEL

A. JESUSWAS CRUCIFIED FOR OUR SINS...
1. Thedesath of Jesusfor our sinsisafundamenta part of the gospd - 1 Co 15:1-3
2. Itwasforetold by Isaiah - 1sa 53:4-6
3. It'snecessty isseenin that dl are Snners, and the wages of sin isdeath - Ro 3:23;
6:23
4. Butinlove God sent His son to be a propitiation (atoning sacrifice) for our Sns
-1Jn 4:9-10

B. JESUSWASRAISED FROM THE DEAD...
1. Together with His death and burid, the resurrection of Christ is fundamenta to the
gospd - 1 Co 15:4
2. Inthefirst gospel sermon recorded, Peter centered his message around proving that
God raised Jesus from the dead - Ac 2:22-32
3. Without the resurrection of Chrigt, the gospe is meaningless - ¢f. 1 Co 15:14-19

C. JESUSISEXALTED ASKING AND SAVIOR...
1. So Peter proclamed at the climax of hisfirst gospel sermon - ¢f. Ac 2:33-36
2. All have been put under His feet, and made subject to Him - Ep 1:20-22; 1 Pe 3:22
3. Therefore Heistruly "the ruler over the kings of the earth"! - Re 1.5

D. JESUSISCOMING AGAIN...
1. Asprophesed in the Book of Revelation- Re 1:7
2. Asproclamed by the "two men in white gppard” when Jesus ascended to heaven
-Acl1:9-11
3. The purpose of Hiscoming? To execute judgment and be glorified! -2 Th 1:7-10

[Certainly there are other ements of the gospel necessary for us to believe (such as the virgin birth of
Chrigt, His deity, etc.), but in the preaching of the gospel as recording in the book of Acts, the facts
which | have described were emphasized time and again.

Do you bdieve the "facts' of the gopd? If S0, that is wonderful, for when you have such faith you will
be prompted to accept the call of the gospe to...]

II. OBEY THE "COMMANDS' OF THE GOSPEL

A. BELIEVE THE GOSPEL CONCERNING JESUSCHRIST...
1. Yes, thissounds redundant, but it isimportant to stress two things:
a. That there are indeed "commands' one must obey to be saved
b. And that the firsd command isto "believe'!
2. Unless one bdieves the gospd, there is no hope - Mk 16:15-16
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3. Thegospd is God's power unto salvation, but only to those who believe- Ro 1:16
4. Fath (dong with confession) is a necessary step leading to sdvation - Ro 10:9-10
a. Without faithit isimpossbleto please God - He 11:6
b. Without faith, one will not act upon the other conditions of the gospe (such as
confession, repentance, etc.)
5. Doyou lack faith? Then | direct you to the four gospels (Matt, Mark, Luke, John)
a. For they were written to produce faith - cf. Jn 20:30-31
b. For faith comes from hearing the Word of God - Ro 10:17

B. CONFESSYOUR FAITH IN JESUSASLORD...

1. Inaddition to the command to believe, there is the command to confess Jesus as Lord
- c¢f. R0 10:9-10

2. Thismeansto acknowledge that you believe Jesus to be the Chrig, the Son of God,
who is"King of kings, and Lord of lords’

3. Anexample of such aconfessonisfoundin Ac 8:37

4. Without confessing Jesus before men, we have no hope that He will confess us before
His Father in heaven - cf. Mt 10:32-33

5. Areyou willing to confess that you believe Jesus to be the Chrigt, the Son of God?

C. REPENT OF YOUR SINS...

1. To"repent” meansto have "achange of mind", in which case you make the decison to
turn from your sins and turn toward living for God
a. Itisbrought about by a"godly sorrow” for your sins-2 Co 7:10
b. Anditwill produce avisble changein oneslife-2 Co 7:11

2. Jesus sad that "repentance’ should be preached in His name among the nations - Lk
24.46-47

3. Indeed, the gpostles Peter and Paul both stressed repentance in their gospd preaching
- cf. Ac 2:37-38; 3:19; 17:30-31

4. Dea friend, hasfaith in what Chrigt did for you on the cross and sorrow over your
sins moved you to the point that you have made the decision to change?

5. If 0, then you are ready for the culminating act of faith and obedience to the gospd of
Chrigt...

D. BE BAPTIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF YOUR SINS...
1. Baptismisclearly apart of the gospel message that Jesus wanted His disciples to
proclam - Mk 16:15-16; Mt 28:18-20
Peter proclamed baptiam for the remission of Snsin hisfirs sermon - Ac 2:38
Paul related that he was commanded to be baptized "to wash away Sns' - Ac 22:16
4. Not that thereis anything in the act of immersion (the meaning of "baptizo") that
merits or earns forgiveness, but it is smply the point of time in which God by His
grace unites us with Chrig in His deeth, and by His working in conjunction with our
fath raises usto wak in newness of lifel
a. R0 6:3-6 describes baptism as the point in time we are united into the deeth of
Chrigt a which point we die to sn and thereby raised to newness of life
b. Co2:11-13 revedsthat in baptism we are buried with Christ and then raised
through faith in God's working who makes us dive in Chrig by forgiving us of our
Following Jesus Without Denominationalism 13
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5. Dear friend, have you been baptized for the remission of your Sns? If not, are you

willing to let God cleanse you through the blood of His Son and raise you to anew
life?

E. BE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH...
1. Thosewho gladly received the preaching of the gpostles were baptized, and the Lord
added them to His church - Ac 2:41,47
2. Sowhilein one sense the "commands' of the gospd end with the command to be
baptized, there is dso the command of our Lord for faithfulness
a.  Jesuswanted His disciplesto teach others " to observe all thingsthat | have
commanded you" - Mt 28:19-20
b. Jesusexhorted His church in Ephesus. " Be faithful until death, and I will give
you the crown of life." - Re2:10
3. Theneed for continued faithfulnessis paramount:
a. For believers can develop an evil heart of unbelief in faling away from God - He
3:12
b. For believers can become hardened through the deceitfulness of sn-He 3:13
c. And believers become partakers of Christ only " IF we hold the beginning of our
confidence steadfast to theend” - He 3:14
4. Therefore the need for such exhortations as the one given by Paul: " Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor isnot in vain in the Lord." - 1 Co 15:58

[Findly, to fully accept the cdl of the gospd, we need to...]

I11.RECEIVE THE "PROMISES' OF THE GOSPEL

A. THE REMISSION OF SINS...

1. Asdated by Jesus, remission of Snswas to be proclamed among dl nations - Lk
24:47

2. Fathful to the Lord's charge, the early Christians offered this wonderful promise to
those who would heed the commands of the gospd - cf. Ac 2:38; 3:19; 22:16

3. Intheir epidles, the writerswould often refer to thiswonderful blessng - eg., Ep 1:7

-- Don't you want the assurance that your sins have been forgiven, washed away by the
blood of Christ? Then heed the commands of the gospel! - Ac 2:38

B. THEGIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT...
1. Jesushad spoken of those who believe in Him receiving the Spirit in a specid way
- cf. In 7:37-39
2. Thus Peter offersthe gift of the Spirit to those who will obey God - Ac 2:38-39; 5:32
3. Theblessng of having the Spirit in our livesisrdaed to Hisindwdling...
a.  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit - 1 Co 6:19
b. Withthead of the Spirit, we are able to put to death the deeds of the flesh
- R0 8:9,11-13
c. Indeed, the Holy Spirit is an insdrumenta agent by which the Father imparts
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grength to the Chrigtian - Ep 3:16,20-21
-- Dear friend, God does not expect you to live the Chrigtian life solely by your own
strength; don't you wish to receive dl of the aids (the Holy Spirit is only one such aid)
that God affords His children? Then heed the commands of the gospdl! - Ac 2:38

C. THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE...
1. Theexpresson "eternd life" is an interesting one, evidently used in two different ways
in the scriptures
a. Itisusad to describe the reward of the faithful, received on the day of judgment
1) Jesusused it thisway in Mt 25:46
2) Paul, likewise, describing it as gift from God through Jesus Chrigt - Ro 6:23
(cf. 6:22; dls0 2:5-8)
b. Itisdso used to describe the spiritud life we now enjoy by virtue of our
knowledge of (or fellowship with) the Father and the Son
1) Jesusdescribesit assuchin Jn 17:2-3
2) Aswdl asHisbdoved disciple, John, in 1 Jn 5:11-13
2. Thusthe gift of eternd lifeis one that has "promise of the life that now is and of that
which isto come’ (to borrow a phrase from Paul)
-- Aren't you tired of the shdlow life thisworld has to offer? Don't you wish to receive
that "abundant life" that Jesus came to give (cf. Jn 10:10)? Then heed the commands
of the gospd! - Mk 16:16

CONCLUSION

1. These wonderful promises (and there are many more) can be received by anyone who is
willing to heed and accept the call of the gospd of Christ
a.  Thosewho do, will not only recaive these blessngs
b. But they will also be added by the Lord to His church, that great assembly of "called-out”
ones who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb

2. Haveyou accepted the "cdll" of the gospe? Have you...
a. Bedieved the"facts' of the gogpd?
b. Obeyed the "commands' of the gospd?
c. Thereby received the "promises’ of the gospd ?

3. Itispossblethat you have only obeyed some of the "commands' of the gospd!...
a. Many have bdieved, repented, confessed, but were never baptized
b. Because you rardy hear preachers stressing that aspect of the gospel in their preaching

4. Sadly, | fear that many...
a. Havereacted to one "perverson” of the gospel (adding meritorious works)
b. By going to the other extreme where they commit another "perverson” of the gospel
(taking away a command of God)

| plan to discuss the subject of "baptism” more closdy in the next lesson, but if you are convinced that
you need to obey Chrigt in this regard, why not do so today?
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism

|sBaptism A Necessary Part Of The Gospel?

INTRODUCTION

1.

Following Jesus without denominationalism begins by heeding the cdl of the gospd...

a. FortheLord "cdls' usthrough Hisgospd -2 Th 2:14

b. Aswe respond to the cdl, the Lord Himsdlf adds usto His church (His "called-out” group
of people), not some man-made denomination - Ac 2:41,47

In the previous lesson, | presented the gospel of Christ as containing...
a "Facts' tobelieve:
1) Jesuswas crucified for our Sins
2) Jesuswas raised from the dead
3) Jesusisexdted asking and savior
4) Jesusiscoming agan
b. "Commands' to obey:
1) Believethe gospd concerning Jesus Christ
2) Confessyour faithin Jesusas Lord
3) Repent of your Sns
4) Be baptized for the remission of your Sins
5) Befaithful unto degth
c. "Promises' toreceive:
1) Theremisson of Sns
2) Thegift of the Holy Spirit
3) Thegift of eternd life
-- Inmost cases, | have found that there is very little exception taken to the above, save for
onething: the suggestion that baptism is a necessary part of the gospd of Christ

Many people have a problem with the idea that baptism is for the remission of ains, they believe...
a. Baptism has nothing to do with God's plan of salvation

b. To suggest baptism is necessary isto deny we are judtified by grace through faith

c. Toteach baptismisfor the remisson of Snsisto teach a sdvation by works, not by grace

Thisraisesthe question, " I s Baptism A Necessary Part Of The Gospel?" In other words...
a. Isbaptismredly for the remisson of Sns?
b. If so, then how can we say that we are justified by grace through faith, and not of works?

[l believeit is hdpful to answer these questions by first observing afew quotations by certain individuds
none would ever question of denying that we are saved by grace through faith...]

THE WORDS OF AUGUSTINE, AQUINASAND LUTHER
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A. AUGUSTINE (A.D. 354-430)

1.

Referring to the efficacy of baptism, he wrote that " the salvation of man is effected
in baptism" ; dso, that aperson " is baptized for the express purpose of being with
Chrigt." (asquoted by Jack W. Cotirell in Baptism And The Remisson of Sins,
College Press, 1990, p. 30)

In regards to the necessity of baptism, he refersto the " apostolic tradition, by which
the Churches of Chrigt maintain it to be an inherent principle, that without
baptism...it isimpossible for any man to attain to salvation and everlasting life.”
(ibid., p. 30)

B. THOMASAQUINAS (A.D. 1225-1274)

1.

2.

3.

"...Men are bound to that without which they cannot obtain salvation. Now it is
manifest that no one can obtain salvation but through Chrig..."

"But for thisend isbaptism conferred on a man, that being regener ated ther eby,
he may beincorporated in Chrig."

" Consequently it ismanifest that all are bound to be baptized: and that without
baptism thereisno salvation for men." (ibid., p. 31)

C. MARTIN LUTHER...

1.

2.

In answer to the question, "What gifts or benefits does Baptism bestow?", L uther
replied in his Smal Catechiam, " It effects for giveness of sins."”

He aso wrote concerning the snner: ™ Through Baptism heis bathed in the blood
of Christ and iscleansed from sins."

Agan, hewrote: " To put it most smply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and
purpose of Baptism isto save." (ibid., p. 32-34)

In hiscommentary on Ro 6:3, hewrote: " Baptism has been instituted that it
should lead usto the blessings (of this death) and through such death to eternal
life. Thereforel T ISNECESSARY that we should be baptized into Jesus Christ
and Hisdeath." (Commentary On Romans, Kregdl Publications, p. 101)

In hiscommentary on Ga 3:27, hewrote: "Thisisdiligently to be noted, because of
the fond and fantastical spirits, who go about to deface the majesty of baptism,
and speak wickedly of it. Paul, contrariwise, commendethit, and setteth it forth
with honour able titles, calling it, 'the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
theHoly Ghost'. And here also hesaith, that 'all ye that are baptized into
Chrigt, have put on Christ." Wherefore baptism isa thing of great forceand
efficacy.” (Commentary On Galatians, Kregel Publications, p.222)

[1 trust that we dll know that these individuas believed strongly in justification by grace through faith, and
not of works (cf. Ep 2:8-9). How then could they say such things about baptism? The key isto
understand "who" is a work in baptism. Isit man, or isit God?|

II. THE SAVING POWER INVOLVED IN BAPTISM

A. BAPTISM DOESNOT SAVE BECAUSE IT MERITSSALVATION...

1.

Nearly everyone | talk to who takes issue with baptism being necessary, or having any
part of the gospd plan of sdvation, initidly misunderstands this point
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a. They assumethat if baptism is necessary, oneis saved by meritorious works

b. They assumethat if oneis baptized for the remisson of Sns, one has earned their
savation

2. But they need to listen carefully to Martin Luther...

a.  Inresponse to those who would cal this akind of works-sdvation, he said " Y es,
it istruethat our worksare of no usefor salvation. Baptism, however, isnot
our work but God's." (ibid., p. 32-34)

b. Agan," Luther correctly describesthe working of baptism thus: "How can
water do such great things? It isnot the water indeed that doesthem, but
the Word of God which isin and with the water (God's giving hand), and
faith which trusts such word of God in thewater (man'sreceiving hand)."”
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, page 398-399).

B. BAPTISM SAVESBECAUSE "GOD" ISAT WORK!
1. Notethat Peter clearly saysthat " baptism doth also now save us' (KJV) - 1 Pe 3:21
2. But asobserved by Luther, it is God who saves usin baptism:
a. Heistheoneat work in baptism - Co 2:11-13 (cf. " the working of God")
b. Other than possessing faith in Christ and God, MAN IS PASSIVE in baptism
1) Likeapatient submitting to the skill of a physcian to remove cancer
2) Sowe, seeking the remova of the cancer of sin, submit to the Great Physician
to cut away our sins by the blood of Christ, which He does in baptism
c. ItisGodwho makes us dive together with Chrigt, having forgiven dl trespasses
-Co2:13
3. Asdatedin ISBE: " Baptism does not produce salutary effects ~ex~oper e~
operato~, i.e. by the mere external performance of the baptismal action. No
instrument with which Divine grace works does. Even the preaching of the
gospel isvoid of saving resultsif not 'mixed with faith' (Heb 4.2, AV)."
a. Itisnotthe"act" of immerson that saves, though savation occurs &t thet time
b. ItisGOD who savesin baptism, by virtue of grace, when one bdievesin Christ!
c. But because God commands baptism, and saves usin baptism, it is proper to say...
1) With Peter: " baptism doth also now saveus' - 1 Pe 3:21
2) With Jesus: " He who believes and is baptized shall be saved..." - Mk 16:16

[When we properly understand that it is God doing the work of salvation in baptism, then we can better
understand why the command to be baptized is such an integra part of the gospel. Allow me to expand
on thispaint...]

[11.BAPTISM ASINTEGRAL TO THE GOSPEL

A. | AM ENCOURAGED TO SEE OTHERSRETURN TO THISEMPHASIS...

1. | am excited to see that many people are beginning to carefully restudy the biblical
evidence concerning baptism, and returning to what was taught for nearly 1500 years
2. For example, G.R. Beadey-Murray, Principd of Spurgeon's Collegein London, later

Senior Professor at Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, KY, wrote amodern
classc, Baptism In The New Testament. He gives chapters which thoroughly discuss

baptism in the Gospels, in Acts, in Paul's writings, and in other apogtolic writings
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3. In hisintroduction, Beadey-Murray sad:

a. "Thisbook isintended to offer a Baptist contribution to the discussions on
baptism that are taking place throughout the Christian world."

b. "But theindefinite article should be observed; the impression must not be
given that my inter pretations ar e characteristic of Baptist thought generally.
At mogt it can be claimed that they represent a trend gaining momentum
among Baptistsin Europe."

c. "l havedriven tointerpret the evidence of the New Testament asa Christian
scholar, rather than asa member of a particular Christian Confession."

-- G. R Beadey-Murray, Baptism In The New Testament, Grand Rapids. Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962, pp. v-Vvi.

4. From his chapter on baptism in Acts, Beedey-Murray sad:

a. " Consequently, baptism isregarded in Acts asthe occasion and means of
receiving the blessings conferred by the Lord of the Kingdom. Admittedly,
thisway of reading the evidence isnot characteristic of our thinking, but the
intention of the author istolerably clear.” (Ibid., p. 102)

b. "Whatever thereationship between baptism and the gift of the Spirit
elsewherein Acts, there appearsto be no doubt asto the intention of Acts
2:38; the penitent believer baptized in the name of Jesus Christ may expect
toreceive at oncethe Holy Spirit, even asheisassured of the immediate
forgiveness of hissins." (lbid., p. 108)

5. Some concluding statements were:

a. "Inlight of the foregoing exposition of the New Testament representations of
baptism, theidea that baptism isa purey symboalic rite must be pronounced
not alone unsatisfactory but out of harmony with the New Testament itsdlf.
Admittedly, such a judgment runs counter to the popular tradition of the
Denomination to which thewriter belongs..."

b. "Theextent and nature of the grace which the New Testament writers
declareto be present in baptism isastonishing for any who cometo the study
freshly with an open mind."

c. "..the'grace availableto man in baptism issaid by the New Testament
writersto include the following dlements:

1) forgivenessof sin, Ac 2.38 and cleansing from sins, Ac 22.16, 2 Co 6.11;

2) union with Christ, Ga 3.27, and particularly union with Him in hisdeath
and resurrection, Ro. 6.3ff, Co 2.11f, with all that implies of release from
sin's power, aswell as guilt, and the sharing of therisen life of the
Redeemer, R0 6.1-11;

3) participation in Chrigt's sonship, Ga 3.26f;

4) consecration to God, 1 Co 6.11, hence member ship in the Church, the
Body of Christ, 1 Co 12.13, Ga 3.27-29;

5) possession of the Spirit, Ac 2.38, 1 Co 6.11, 12.13, and therefore the new
lifein the Spirit, i.e., regeneration, Ti 3.5, Jn 3.5;

6) graceto live according to thewill of God, Ro 6.1ff, Co 3.1ff;

7) deiverance from theevil powersthat rulethisworld, Co 1.13;

8) theinheritance of the Kingdom of God, Jn 3.5, and the pledge of the
resurrection of the body, Ep 1.3f, 4.30.
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-~ lbid., pp. 263-264

B. ONE CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT PREACH THE GOSPEL WITHOUT
MENTIONING THE COMMAND TO BE BAPTIZED...
1. Peter proclaimed the command to be baptized in the first gospel sermon - Ac 2:36-38
2. Philip, when he preached Jesus to the Ethiopian eunuch, must have proclaimed
baptism in his message about Jesus, in view of the question raised: " See, hereis
water. What hinders me from being baptized?" - Ac 8:35-36
3. Indeed, Beadey-Murray stated the following conclusion in a chapter entitled

"Baptisma Reform and Church Rdaionships':

a. "Firg, thereought to be a greater endeavor to make baptism integral to the
gospel.”

b. "Itistaken asaxiomatic amongst us[Baptists] that the proclamation of the
Gospe consists of making the redemptive acts of God in Christ known and
calling for faith in Christ asthe due response; baptism isthen a proper
subject for exposition in the enquirers class, along with instruction asto the
nature of the Church, of wor ship, of Chrigtian obligation in the Church and
totheworld, etc."

c. "Peter'sresponse, however, to thecry of hisconscience stricken hearerson
the Day of Pentecost was not " Repent and believe", but " Repent and BE
BAPTIZED"! (Ac 2.38).

d. "Naturally faith was presumed in repentance, but Peter's answer told the
Jews how to become Christians. faith and repentance are to be expressed in
baptism, and SO they areto cometothelLord.”

e. "Baptismishereapart of the proclamation of Christ. In an Apostolic
sermon it comes asitslogical conclusion.”

f. " An effort ought to be madeto restorethisnotein our [Baptist] preaching.”

-- lbid., p. 393

CONCLUSION

1. | could not say it better mysalf, other than to add that an effort ought to be made to restore
this note in EVERY ONE'S preaching!

2. Let'sbesureto follow the example of apostolic preaching (cf. Ac 2:36-38)...
a. Cdling upon people nat only to believe in Jesus and repent of their Sns
b. But to climax their response to the gospd by submitting to the Lord's command to be
baptized for the remisson of their Sns

3. For then we can be assured that we will receive dl those blessings the Bible ascribes to the act
of baptism (see Beadey-Murray's summary above), by virtue of God's gracious working!

Dear friend, have you responded to the saving cal of our Lord's wonderful gospel?

" And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord." - Ac 22:16
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
Determining Our Standard Of Authority

INTRODUCTION

1. Asdedt with in previous lessons, following Jesus without denominationdism begins by
heeding the call of the gospd...
a. FortheLord "cdls' usthrough Hisgospd -2 Th 2:14
b. Aswe respond to the cdll, the Lord Himself adds us to His church (His "caled-out” group
of people), not a man-made denomination - Ac 2:41,47

2. But 1 dso suggested that if we are to be smply Chrigtians, members of the Lord's church as
we read about in the New Testament, then we must follow the example of the early church
who " continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine...” - cf. Ac 2:42

3. Theimportance of this relates very closdy to the subject of authority in religion...
a. Itisimpossbleto mantan unity unlesswe can agree upon a"standard” of authority
b. Thisistruein dl areas of life
1) Imaginethe confusonif we did not have astandard of authority reating to weights
and measures
2) We could not even agree on the length of aline, the volume of atank of gasoline, etc.
3) Confusion would reign supreme in the market place if we did not al agree on one
standard of authority in regards to weights and measures
c. Anessatia key to having unity on any subject isthis We must accept and submit to
the same standard of authority!

4. Thisisespecidly truein matters of rdigion...
a. If people can agree on the sandard of authority in religious matters, unity is possible when
we submit to that same standard
b. There are other dements necessary to have unity (which | will discussin alater lesson),
but without a standard of authority upon which we dl agree, unity isimpossble!

[What should be the standard of authority for Christ's church? Let's begin with a point with which | am
sure al those professing to be Chrigtians can agree...]

. JESUSCHRIST HASBEEN GIVEN ALL AUTHORITY

A. SOHE CLAIMED...
1. Hedamed dl authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him - Mt 28:18
2. Hetherefore expects us to observe dl things He has commanded - Mt 28:19-20

B. SOHISAPOSTLESTAUGHT...
1. HeisHEAD of the BODY (the church) - Ep 1:22-23
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2. Assuch, we are to submit to Him in everything - Ep 5:23-24

[1f Jesus were on earth today, we could solve dl religious questions by smply asking Him. But since He
isnot on earth, what then? Thisleads to our next point...]

. JESUSHASDELEGATED AUTHORITY TO HISAPOSTLES

A. TORECEIVE CHRIST, WE MUST RECEIVE HISAPOSTLES...

1.

N

AsJesustaughtin Jn 13:20

a. Please note that the word "gposti€’ means "one sent”

b. So as Jesus speaks of "whomever | send”, He has particular reference to His
apostles

The apostles were sent as "ambassadors' for Chrigt - ¢f. 2 Co 5:20

Therefore the early church " continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine”

- Ac2:42

B. TO ENSURE RELIABILITY,JESUSPROMISED THE HOLY SPIRIT...

1.

2.

The Spirit would teach the gpostles dl things, reminding them of what Jesus spoke to
them - Jn 14:26
The Spirit would guide the gpostlesinto ALL truth - Jn 16:12-13

C. THEHOLY SPIRIT GUIDED THEM INTO"ALL" THE TRUTH...

1.
2.

Paul said he taught " the WHOLE counsel of God" - cf. Ac 20:27
Peter wrote God " has given to us ALL THINGS that pertain to life and godliness’
-2Pel:3

[So the apostles were given ALL the truth God (and Christ) wanted us to know. |f the apostles were
on earth today, we could smply ask them to sttle religious differences. But again, they are not on
earth. What then?]

[11.IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE APOSTLESHAVE WRITTEN WHAT CHRIST

WANTSUSTO KNOW!

A.

IN THE N.T., WE HAVE WHAT THE APOSTLESWERE GIVEN BY THE
SPIRIT...

1.
2.
3.

AsPaul explainedin Ep 3:1-5
Hewrote, so that when we read his writings we can have his same understanding
Peter wrote his epistles that we might dways be reminded - 2 Pe 1:12-15; 3:1-2

INTHE N.T., WE HAVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD HIMSELF...

1.
2.
3.

AsPaul madedearin 1 Co 14:37

As Peter confirmed, such writings as Paul's were considered Scripture - 2 Pe 3:15-16
Therefore, when we have questions about what the Lord would have usto do...

a. Wedon't have to ascend to heaven for an answer

b. Wedon't have to ask Jesus persondly, nor His apostles

..we smply need to turn to the gpostles writing (i.e., the New Testament)!
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[In the New Testament, the repository of the "gpostles doctring”, is where we can turn to learn
thewill of Jesus, given through His selected and inspired ambassadors, the gpostles. But thisraises
another question:  Isthe New Testament a complete guide for ustoday? Isit sufficient?]

IV.THE NEW TESTAMENT ISA COMPLETE, ALL-SUFFICIENT GUIDE

A. IT MUST BE COMPLETE, FOR "THE FAITH" HASBEEN REVEALED
"ONCE FOR ALL" -Ju3
1. "Oncefor dl" literdly means"onetimefor dl time'
2. We cannot expect further revelaion in the future
3. Thewritings of the apostles as collected in the New Testament are dl we have
4. Our task, is not to look for further reveation, but to "contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for dl delivered to the saints'!

B. ACCORDING TO THE APOSTLESTHEMSELVES, THESE WRITINGS
(SCRIPTURES) ARE INDEED SUFFICIENT!
1. Sufficient to make one complete, furnished unto every good work - 2 Ti 3:16-17
2. They provide al we need to enjoy life and godliness- 2 Pe 1:3
3. By heeding the writings of the gpodtles...
a. Wewill have the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chrigt - cf. 2 Pe 1:8-9
b. Anabundant entrance will be supplied into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Chrigt - cf. 2 Pe 1:10-11

C. WE ARE LEFT WITH GOD'SPROVIDENCE AND HISWORD...

1. AsPaul prepared the elders of the church at Ephesus for his departure, he commended
them to God and the word of His grace - Ac 20:32

2. Hedid not ingtruct them to appoint apostles to take his place

3. Hedid not ingtruct them to seek further revelation (for Paul had aready proclaimed
"the whole counsd of God" to them - Ac 20:27)

4. Hesmply directed them to two things.
a. To God Himsdf (i.e., His Divine Providence)
b. Theword of His grace (that word which had been reveded by Paul himself)

5. Thesetwo blessings, Paul was confident, were able to do two things:
a. Buldthemup
b. Givethem aninheritance among al those who are sanctified

CONCLUSION

1. "TheNew Testament”, then, ishow...
a. Christ speaksto ustoday
b. Heleadsusto life everlaging!

2. Itisthrough the writing of the gpodtles, " the apostles doctrine” , that the Lord spesks and
directs His Church!
a. Itis"the gpodtles doctring’ thet is the standard of authority in matters of religion
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b. Itis"the gpodtles doctrine' in which we must "continue steedfastly”! - cf. Ac 2:42
3. Thereismore to be said about authority in religion, which we will cover in the next lesson

But | hope that our atitude is such that what was said about the Thessalonians can also be said of us:
" For thisreason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you
received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the
word of men, but asitisin truth, theword of God, which also effectively works
in you who believe." - 1Th 2:13

Isthat your attitude toward " the apostles doctrine" ?
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
What Many Accept As Authority In Religion

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study, | endeavored to show...
a. That it isthrough the writing of the gpostles, " the apostles doctrine” , that the Lord
speaks to and directs His Church
b. That the New Testament ishow Christ spesksto ustoday and leads usto life everlagting
c. Thatitis"the gpostles doctrine'...
1) Which ought to be our standard of authority in matters of religion
2) Inwhichwemug " continue steadfastly” ! - cf. Ac 2:42

2. Many people say that they accept "the gpostles doctrine” astheir authority in reigion
a.  But when faced with an issue in which a cherished position or view isbeing challenged...
b. ...they often apped to a source for their authority thet is quite different

3. Thisiseasy to do, and perhaps the best way to avoid thisis to be aware of other sources of

authority in religion...

a. Some are objective standards of authority - sources outside of ourselves that we look to
direct us

b. Others are subjective standards of authority - where we look within oursaves for the
answers we want

[In this study we shall briefly touch upon various standar ds that people commonly turn to when faced
with questions about what they believe and why they practice the things they do in religion.
Let's start with...]

. "OBJECTIVE" STANDARDS OF AUTHORITY

A. THEOLD TESTAMENT...
1. Itiscommon for people to resort to the O. T. to provide authority for some practice
a.  When they can't find authority for it in the teachings of Christ and/or His gpostles
b. For example, aclergy-laity system, burning of incense and use of insrumental
music in worship, keeping the Sabbath, etc.
2. Butthe O.T. was designed to be temporary, to fulfill a specific purpose and asa
covenant has been replaced by the New Covenant (i.e., the New Testament)
a. It wasgiven because of transgressions, till Christ should come - Ga 3:19
b. For those under the Law (Isradl), it was a tutor
1) A tutor designed to lead them to Christ - Ga 3:24
2) A tutor that has been taken away - Ga 3:25
c. When those who were under the Law cameto Chrigt...
1) They becamedeadtotheLaw -Ro 7:4
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2) They were ddivered fromtheLaw - Ro 7.6
d. Asprophesied by Jeremiah, God has made a"new covenant” to replace the "first
covenant” which is now obsolete - He 8:7-13
3. Intheir handling of the issue of circumcision, the gpostles demondirated that one
cannot use the O.T. to teach something which the apostles themsalves did not
command
a.  Some sought to enforce circumcision and the Law upon Gentile believers
-Ac15:1,6
b. But the apostles, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, were able to defuse the
problem by smply sating they themsdves ™ gave no such commandment”
- Ac 15:22-29
4. Thisisnot to say the O.T. isnot of vaueto Chrigtians...
a. It waswritten for our learning, to provide patience, comfort, and hope - Ro 15:4
b. It waswritten for our admonition, that we not make smilar mistakes- 1 Co 10:
6,11
..wejust can't useit to enjoin religious practices upon others which the gpostles
themsdlves did not teach!

B. MAJORITY RULE...

1. Many people accept whatever the mgority thinks about something

2. But consder the words of Jesus, in describing the end of the mgjority - Mt 7:13-14

3. If you followed the mgority...
a. InNoah'sday, you would have perished in the flood
b. In Joshuas day, you would have perished in the wilderness

4. Rather than amply follow the mgority, let our attitude be like that of Joshua: " asfor
me and my house, we will servethe Lord." - cf. Jos 24:14-15

C. PARENTS...
1. Somethink "If it was good enough for Mom and Dad, it is good enough for me."
2. Yet asmuch aswe may love and respect our parents, Christ must come first
- Mt 10:37
3. If every generaion had smply followed their parents, then we who are Gentiles would
likely gill be idol-worshippers and polytheitic!

D. PREACHERS...

1. Itiscommon for peopleto place their trust in their "preacher,” "priest,” or "pastor”

2. They reason in thelr hearts that surely these "men of God" could not be wrong or lead
them astray
a.  Yet Paul warned of how we can easlly bemided - ¢f. 2 Co 11:13-15
b. And Jesus warned about the "blind leeding the blind” - Mt 15:12-14

3. Our attitude needs to be like that of the Bereans, who carefully examined Paul's
teachingsin light of the Scriptures- Ac 17:11

E. CREEDSAND TRADITIONSOF MEN...
1. Thisiswhere the denominations redly get most of ther authority
2. Indeed, adherence to the creeds of men iswhat produces denominations
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a.  Accept the Bible only, and you become a Chrigtian only

b. Accept the Bible dong with some Creed, and you become something else!
1) Accept the Bible and the Book of Mormon, and you become a Mormon
2) Accept the Bible and papa authority, and you become a Roman Catholic
3) Accept the Bible and the Lutheran Catechism, and you become a L utheran

Creeds are redlly not even necessary...

a. If they say more than what the Bible says, they say too much

b. If they say lessthan what the Bible says, they say too little

c. If they say exactly what the Bible says, then why not let the Bible be our creed
book?

Thefact is, creeds arefilled with the traditions and commands of men, many of which

conflict with and displace the commands of God! - cf. Mk 7:6-9

[Creeds of men, preachers, parents, mgority rule, even the Old Testament itself, are some of the
obj ective standards that people turn to rather than the authority of the Lord's gpostles. But there are

aso..]

1. "SUBJECTIVE" STANDARDSOF AUTHORITY

A. CONSCIENCE...

1.
2.

w

"L et your conscience be your guide' isthe motto of many

But our conscience cannot dways be reliable

a.  Paul had served God with a good conscience throughout hislife - Ac 23:1

b. Even at atime when he was persecuting Christiang! - cf. Ac 26:9-11

Our conscienceis like a clock, which works properly only if set properly

Once our conscience has been "set” by "the apostles doctrine”, then it can be a good
guide

B. HUMAN WISDOM ...

1.
2.
3.

4,

Many fed that through their own wisdom they can determine right and wrong

But God's thoughts and ways are not dways our own - cf. | sa 55:8-9

In fact, God has chosen to save man in amanner specificaly designed to confound
those who depend soldly upon human wisdom - ¢f. 1 Co 1:18-29

For usto know God's will, it was necessary for Himto reved ittous- 1 Co 2:9-12
a. ThisHe has done through His Spirit-inspired gpostles

b. Who in turn shared it with us through their writings - Ep 3:1-5

C. FEELINGS...

1.

2.

Thisis often the "standard of authority” for many people
a.  Who go by whatever "fedsright"
b. Who place stock in areligion "better fdt than told"
Y et the Bible declares the danger of trugting in "fedings’
a. "Thereisaway which seemsright to a man, But its end is the way of death."
- Pr14:12
b. "Hewhotrustsin hisown heartisafool..." - Pr 28:26
c. "OLORD, I know theway of man isnot in himself; It isnot in man who walks
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to direct hisown steps.” - Jer 10:23

CONCLUSION

1. Becausethe way we should liveis"not in man"...
a. Weneed an "objective sandard” for our authority in rdigion
b. We can't depend upon "subjective sandards' like conscience, human wisdom, or fedings

2. But which "objective sandard"?
a. Not creeds of men, preachers, parents, mgjority rule, or even the Old Testament
b. Only "the gpostles doctrine”, i.e., the New Testament...
1) For the apostles were personaly selected to be Christ's ambassadors
2) For the gpostles were ingpired by the Holy Spirit, to be guided into al the truth
3) And they were inspired to write dl that Christ would have usto know and do

3. When we are content to abide in "the apostles doctrine”, then we can be assured that we are
" Following Jesus Without Denominationalism™ !

Areyou following Jesus by " continuing steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" ? Or do you follow
some other standard of authority in religion?
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
Further Thoughts Related To Authority In Religion

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe past two lessonsin this series, | have stressed that to be free of religious divison we
must have the same "standard of authority”
a. That gandard isthe Will of Chrig...
1) Asreveded inthe "gpostles doctrine”, that is, the teaching of Christ's gpostles
2) Asingpired by the Holy Spirit, and preserved for us in the pages of the New Testament
b. Other sandards, both objective and subjective, are not suitable guidesto lead usin the
way of salvation...
1) Not the Old Testament, mgority rule, parents, preachers, creeds and traditions of men
2) Nor conscience, human wisdom, or fedings

2. Before we leave the subject of authority, there are some questions | believe worthy of our
congderation...
a. Exactly how does one use the New Testament to establish authority?
b. Aretherelimitations placed upon how far we may go in matters of reigion?
c.  Will having the same stlandard of authority "guaranteg’ unity among followers of Chrigt?
-- Inthislesson | wish to share some thoughts dong these lines

[Beginning with...]

I. HOW AUTHORITY ISESTABLISHED

A. AUTHORITY CAN BE ESTABLISHED IN ONE OF THREE WAYS...
1. Direct command or precept - adirect statement of something that can or cannot be
done
a. E.g., "repent and be baptized” - Ac 2:38
b. E.g., "love one another - Jn 13:34
c. Eg, "abgan from sexud immordity” -1 Th 4:3
2. Approved example - an illugtration that shows a practice was done with the approva
of the Lord's apostles
a. Asan gpodtle, Paul taught by both precept and example
1) He encouraged others to imitate him, and sent Timothy to remind people of
"hiswaysin Chrigt, as | teach everywhere in every church” - 1 Co 4:16-17
2) The God of peace will be with those who do the sort of things both heard
(precept) and seen (example) in an apostle like Paul - cf. Ph 4:9
b. Sowhen we have an example that meets with gpostolic gpprova, we know thereis
authority for the practice
1) E.g., having aplurdity of dersin one church - Ac 14:23; 20:28; Ph 1:1
2) E.g., meeting on thefirst day of the week for the purpose of bresking bread
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(i.e., the Lord's supper, cf. 1 Co 10:16-17) - Ac 20:7
3. Necessary implication, or " forced concluson” - something neither expresdy stated
nor specificaly exemplified, yet it is necessarily implied by the clear import and
meaning of the language used so that one can only draw a particular concluson
a.  Jesus appeded to necessary implication when He reasoned that there must be a
resurrection of the dead based upon the implication of God's statement to Moses
- cf. Mt 22:29-33
b. Peter and the brethren in Judea understood the necessary implication of the
Gentiles recaiving the Holy Spirit, thet it meant Gentiles were permitted to be
baptized and enjoy the repentance that leadsto life - cf. Ac 10:44-48; 11:15-18
c. Therefore, if the evidence of the Scriptures warrant it, we may draw certain
conclusions because of the necessary implication
1) Eg.,theissueof baptizing infants...
a) The prerequisites for baptism include faith and repentance - Mk 16:16;
Ac 2:38; 8:37
b) Infants are incgpable of faith and repentance
-- Therefore the necessary implication (or forced conclusion) isthat baptism
is not required of infants
2) E.g., the matter of using unleavened bread in partaking the Lord's Supper...
a) Thereisnothing expresdy stated nor specificdly exemplified in reference
to usng unleavened bread as we observe the Lord's Supper
b) But when Jesusingtituted the Lord's Supper at the Last Passover, we know
that He was using unleavened bread - cf. Lk 22:7-19
-- Therefore the necessary implication is that we should use unleavened bread
as we keep His command to observe the Lord's Supper

B. THERE ISBOTH "GENERAL" AND " SPECIFIC" AUTHORITY...
1. Using a"direct command” as an example, sometimesit is"generd” in its authority
a. Thais "not limited in scope, areg, or gpplication” (American Heritage Dictionary)
b. E.g., thecommand to "go" in Mt 28:19 is generic enough to authorize al methods
of transportation
2. Sometimesa"direct command” is"specific” in its authority
a Thatis "explicitly set forth; definite’ (American Heritage Dictionary)
b. E.g., when God commanded Noah to build the ark with "gopher" wood (Gen
6:14), the specific nature of the command ruled out using any other kind of wood
3. A "specific’ command may itsdf have a degree of "generd” authority
a. E.g, thecommand to "sng" specificadly authorizes acgpdlamusic
b. Itisnot generic enough to authorize insrumental music...
1) ..whichistotdly different class (or kind) of music
2) ..butitisgeneric enough to authorize different aids or "expedients’ (see
below), such as song books, to carry out the command to sing

C. "EXPEDIENTS' MAY BE USED TO CARRY OUT AUTHORIZED
PRACTICES...
1. "Expedient" means"appropriate to a purpose’ (American Heritage Dictionary)
2. Thusan "expedient” isan aid that is suitable for carrying out that which is authorized
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3. Sample"expedients' based upon what is authorized in the Scriptures.

a. Assambling is authorized, so the meeting house is an expedient to carry out the
command to assemble

b. Teaching isauthorized, so arrangement in classesis an expedient to carry out the
command to indruct

c. Givingisauthorized, so collection baskets are an expedient for gathering the
contribution

d. Baptism isauthorized, S0 the baptistery is an expedient to provide a place for
immersion

e. Singing is authorized, so hymn books are expedient to helping ussing

[ These principles on how to establish authority from the Scriptures may seem prosaic, but they can be
very useful in applying the "apogtles doctrine’ (i.e., the Word of God) to our lives. When properly
understood and applied correctly, they can be useful "tools’ to maintain the unity and peace of alocd

congregation.

Another question that often arises when the subject of authority in religionisbeing discussed: "Are there
limitations placed upon how far we may go?" |.e, must we have authority for dl that we do in religious
matters? To help answer such questions, consder these...]

II. WARNINGS FOUND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A.

WE MUST NOT CHANGE ITSMESSAGE!

1. Thisisespecidly truein regards to the gospd of Chrigt! - Ga 1:8-9

2. BEvenif we damed a change was authorized by an angelic messenger, we would be
accursed!

3. Therefore, the gospd of salvation in Christ must be preserved in every respect!

WE MUST NOT ADD TO OR TAKE AWAY FROM IT!

1. Wefind such awarning at the conclusion of the last book of the Bible - Re 22:18-19

2. Though primarily gpplicable to the book of Reveation, thiswarning is congstent with
others pertaining to the revelation of God'swill to man - Deu 4:2; Pro 30:5-6

WE MUST ABIDE IN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST!
1. Otherwise, we will not have fellowship with the Father and the Son-2Jn 9
2. Isthis passage referring to the doctrine "about™ Chrigt, or the doctrine "taught by
Chrigt (dong with His gpostles)?
a. Aspointed out in the Expogitor's Bible Commentary, the question is of little
importance for John holds equdly to both postions
1) Itisfundamentd to the faith to hold to the proper views about Christ -2 Jn 7
2) Itisfundamentd to the faith to obey the commandments of Christ - 1 Jn 3:24
b. Thuswhat John says here gppliesin either case

. WE MUST NOT ALLOW "TRADITIONSOF MEN" TO MAKE THE

"COMMANDS OF GOD" OF NO EFFECT!
1. Jesus charged the Pharisees with "vain" worship for doing this- Mk 7:5-13
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2. Inview of thiswarning, we should evaluate our rdigious practices.
a. Arethey based upon "traditions of men”, or the "commandments of God"?
b. If "traditions of men", does our keegping them render the "commands of God" of
no effect?
c. E.g., by keegping the man-made tradition of sprinkling for baptism, we render the
command of God for immersion (Grk. "baptizo") of no effect

E. WE MUST NOT ABUSE OUR LIBERTY IN CHRIST!

1. InChrigt we enjoy wonderful freedom, but we must be careful in our use of it - Ga
5:1,13

2. Wemust be considerate of our brothers consciences - Ro 14:14-15:3

3. We should be willing to forego our liberty rether than let it destroy a brother - 1 Co
8:9-13

4. We should not only ask "Isit lavful ?*, but so "Doesit edify?' - 1 Co 10:23-24,
31-33

[With such "warnings' weighing upon our hearts, we are more likely to gpproach the Word of God with
the humility it deserves as we seek to establish the authority for our service to God.

But one last question related to having the same standard of authority: Will it "guaranteg” unity among
the followers of Chrig?]

1. AGREEING UPON THE SAME STANDARD WILL NOT GUARANTEE UNITY

A. THERE ARE STILL CHALLENGESTO FACE...
1. Which commands are binding today?
a.  Some commands must be understood to be limited in gpplication
b. Effort must be made to determine whether a command was intended to be limited
or universd in gpplication
2. Which approved examples areto be considered normative for the church today?
a.  Much of what we learn about the church pertaining to its work and organization is
by example, not precept
b. Effort must be made to determine whether an example should be understood as
teaching a binding principle for the church to observe universdly
3. When are necessary implications really necessary implications?
a. People often infer things from the Bible and cdl their conclusion a " necessary”
implication
b. But it may only bea"possble’ implication, not one "necessarily” inferred
-- These are some of the questions or chalenges faced by every congregation of
Chridians

B. ASCHRISTIANS SEEK UNITY, WE NEED MORE THAN JUST THE SAME
STANDARD OF AUTHORITY...
1. Barton W. Stone, an effective promoter of Christian unity in the early 1800's, had
these ingghtful wordsin an article entitled "' Chrigtian Union™ published in The
Christian Messenger (1828):
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" On no other foundation can the parties ever meet, than on the Bible alone,
without note or comment; and in no other name will they ever unite, but in that
given to thedisciplesat Antioch--CHRISTIAN. But should all the professors of
Chrigtianity rgect all their various creeds and names, and agreeto receive the
Bible alone, and be called by no other name than Christian, will thisunite them?
No, we arefully convinced that unlessthey all possessthe spirit of that book and
namethey arefar, very far, from Christian union.” (Asquoted by J. M. Powell,
The Cause We Plead: A Story Of The Restoration Movement, 20th Century Christian,
1987, p. 56)

2. Inaddition to agreeing on the same standard of authority (i.e., the Word of God), we
need the proper spirit to "rightly divide the word of truth" - cf. 2 Ti 2:14-16

3. AsPaul told Timothy, the servant of the Lord must carefully apply the Word when
seeking to teach others- 2 Ti 2:23-25

CONCLUSION

1. The gpostle Paul has more to say on the attitudes necessary to "maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace”, but we will congder those in our next lesson

2. My purposein thislesson has been to share some thoughts that | pray will help steer usin the

right direction aswe" Follow Jesus Without Denominationalism™ :

a. TheBibleteachesus, not only by way of direct commands, but through agpproved
examples and necessary implications

b. Itishedpful to understand the principles of generd and specific authority, and when
something may be expedient to fulfill things that are authorized

c.  Warnings throughout the scriptures should serve to keep us on the "straight and narrow™

d. But asvauable and needful the same standard of authority may be, smple agreement on
what the standard iswill not guarantee unity - we need to gpply the proper spirit of love,
patience and humility aswe grow together towards unity in Christ

What is your atitude toward the authority of God's Word? Are you willing to accept the authority of
Jesus Christ, as delegated to His apostles? - cf. Mt 28:18-20; Ac 2:36-38
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Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
Maintaining Unity In The Local Congregation

INTRODUCTION

1. Thechdlengeof " Following Jesus Without Denominationalism™ to agreat extent revolves
around the problem of rdigious divison that beginsin the loca church
a. Every denomination today began asareault of rdigious divison
b. And rdigious divison normdly findsit origin with brethren in aloca congregation unable
to resolve their differences

2. While having the same standard of authority is essentid to unity in religious matters, | dso
dated that it done isinsufficient, as suggested in this quote by Barton W. Stone:

" But should all the professors of Christianity reject all their various creeds and names,
and agreeto receive the Bible alone, and be called by no other namethan Chrigtian,
will thisunitethem? No, we are fully convinced that unlessthey all possessthe spirit of
that book and namethey arefar, very far, from Chrigtian union." (Asquoted by J. M.
Powell, The Cause We Plead: A Story Of The Restoration Movement, 20th Century

Chrigtian, 1987, p. 56)

3. Itisessentid that those who seek to dlow the Bible, and in particular the New Testament, to
be their standard of authority...
a. Possessthe proper Chrigtian attitudes
b. To apply those attitudes when handling the Word of God
--  Otherwise, the "sword of the Spirit" (Ep 6:17) will be abused to the detriment of dl
patiesinvolved

[To gppreciate what | mean, in thislesson we shal examine how Paul dedt with the problem of divison
in the early church, and the solution he offered that we might " maintain the unity of the Spiritin
the bond of peace." We begin by first noticing what Paul described as..]

. AMAJOR CAUSE OF DIVISION

A. THE SITUATION AT CORINTH...
1. Paul found it necessary to write "that there be no divisons among you' - 1 Co 1:10
2. There were contentions among them, manifested by breaking up into parties and
cdling themsdves efter different men-1 Co 1:11-12
-- Soundsalot like religious division today, doesn't it?

B. PAUL'SEVALUATION OF THE PROBLEM OF DIVISION...
1. AsPaul wrote to them, he redized he was dedling with "babesin Chrig", who instead
of being "sairitud" were"carnd™ -1 Co 3:1-3a
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2. Indeed, theroot of their envy, dtrife, and divisons was their carndity - 1 Co 3:3b
-- Conditionstoday are not redly dl that much different; where divison exigs, carndity
(or spiritud immeaturity) is often amgor cause of the problem!

[Thisis not to say that there are never any substantive issues a stake when divison occurs. But any
hope for resolving differences over such issuesis stifled when the partiesinvolved are filled with envy
and grife.

This may help us gppreciate why Paul so frequently focused his attention on the devel opment of
attitudes which increase the likelihood of overcoming differences so that unity might prevail. Let'stakea
look at these...]

. ATTITUDESFOR MAINTAINING UNITY

A. TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS, PAUL TAUGHT THE VIRTUE OF...
1. "Lowliness' - Ep 4:2
a. Thisword means.
1) The having ahumble opinion of one's sAif
2) A deep sense of one's (mord) littleness
3) Modesty, humility, lowliness of mind
b. Without this virtue, membersin the body begin trying to be the "head" of the body,
arolereserved only for Christ
2. "Gentleness' - Ep 4:2
a. Thisword can be trandated as gentleness, mildness, meekness
b. Itisnot aquality of weakness, but of power under control
1) Moseswasameek man (Num 12:3), but capable of great strength and
boldness
2) Jesuswas "meek and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29), but we see where He drove
the money changers out of the temple
c. Thusitisbeng gentle, even when there is the potentia for being harsh, but
gentleness is more conducive for maintaining unity
3. "Long-suffering” - Ep 4:2
a. Theideahereisone of patience, forbearance, longsuffering, downess in avenging
Wrongs
b. When the body conssts of members who are not perfect, and often Sn against
each other, maintaining unity is not possible unless they are willing to endure each
other's imperfections
4. " Bearing with one another in love" - Ep 4:2
a. Smilar to longsuffering, "bearing’ meansto sugtain, to bear, to endure
b. What makes such "longsuffering” and "forbearance” possible is another virtue:
"love'
c. AsPaul wrotein his chapter on love: love sufferslong...is not provoked”
-1Co013:4-5
d. Indeed, the virtue of loveisthe "tie" that binds al these virtues together - Co 3:
12-14
5. "Endeavor" - Ep 4:3
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a. Digplaying these virtues does not come naturdly nor easy, nor does maintaining
unity

b. Thusthe need for much effort, as Paul uses aword which means "to exert one's
sdf, endeavor, give diligence’

-- Only by giving diligenceto display ALL these virtues, can we hope to "keep
(maintain) the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peece” - Ep 4:3

B. TO THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI, PAUL DIRECTED THEM TO...
1. "Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit” - Ph 2:3
a. Itisnecessary to point out those attitudes we should NOT havel
b. For possessing these atitudes will destroy unity
1) Bothinvolve "sdf-centered” atitude
2) Rather than a" Chrigt-centered” attitude
c. Therefore, it isrequired that we rid ourselves of:
1) Thedesrefor exalting self ("sdfish ambition")
2) Theimproper estimation of salf (“concelt”)
d. Inplaceof these, we should subdtitute...
2. "inlowliness of mind" - Ph 2:3
a. Inother words, humility - cf. Ep 4:2
b. Thiswill effectively replace the problem of "conceit”
c. Humility should be easy to maintain if we remember our own faults
3. "let each esteem others better than himself" - Ph 2:3
a. Thisshould be easy for usto do...
1) For we are aware of our own defects, but we do not have the same clear view
of the defects of others
2) We can only seetheir outward conduct; in our case, we can look within
3) We see our own hearts, with dl itsfaults, we cannot so look into the hearts of
others
b. Inwriting to the brethren a Rome, Paul exhorted them to outdo one ancther in
thisregard - " in honor giving preference to one another” - Ro 12:10b
4. "look out...for theinterest of others' - Ph 2:4
a. Thisatitude diminates the problem of "sdfish ambition”
b. Itistheattitude of maturity, and wasthe attitude of Chrigt! - Ro 15:1-3
c. Soit should bethe attitude of every Chrigtian!
-- Asdrongly suggested by Ph 2:1-2, these qualitiesin verses 3-4 contribute to the
unity that produces fullness of joy!

C. TO THE CHURCHESOF GALATIA, PAUL CAUTIONED...
1. Agang theimproper use of our liberty in Chrigt
a. Whileitistrue that we mugt stand fast in our liberty and not be entangled again
with ayoke of bondage... - Ga 5:1
b. ..we should use our liberty as an opportunity to serve one another in love - Ga
5:13-14
2. Otherwise, abuse of our liberty gives the flesh opportunity to destroy one another!
- Gab5:15
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D. TO THE CHURCH AT ROME, PAUL WROTE...

1. We should pursue things that lead to peace and edification - Ro 14:19

2. That the strong should be willing to bear with the scruples of the week - Ro 14:1,13;
15:1-3

3. That thewesk in faith must be careful not to judge (condemn) those whom God has
received! - Ro 14:3-4

--  Such attitudes are necessary, are we will not be able " with one mind and one mouth
[to] glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!" - cf. Ro 15:5-7

E. FINALLY,TO THE CHURCH AT CORINTH PAUL MADE IT CLEAR...
1. That knowledge can puff one up, but it islove that edifies ("builds up”, in contrast
to knowledge which "puffsup”) -1 Co 8:1
2. Tha wewho have liberty in Christ should be careful that we don't useit to the
destruction of our brethren who are wesk - 1 Co 8:9-12
3. Tha we should therefore be willing to forego our libertiesif it can help keep a
brother from sumbling - ¢f. 1 Co 8:13; 10:31-11:1

CONCLUSION

1. From persond experience, | can attest that:
a.  Where members display these attitudes in addition to their devotion to "the apostles
doctrine'...
b. ..therewill be acongregation of Chrigiansin which love and unity will prevall

2. That's not to say there will dways be perfect understanding and agreement on every subject
a. When people from every conceivable background come to Christ, we should expect some
differences
b. When there will dways be brethren at various levels of spiritua growth, we can expect
some chdlenges

3. Butif wecan...
a. Agreethat the teaching of Christ as expounded in "the apostles doctrine” is our standard
of authority in rdigious maiters
b. Inculcate the Chrigtian attitudes described in this lesson into the heart of every member

Then we shdl be ableto " maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ep 4:3) as we
dl continueto " grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ" (2 Pe 3:18), to the glory of
God!

Following Jesus Without Denominationalism 37



Mark A. Copeland

Following Jesus Without Denominationalism
How To Find A New Testament Church

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthisseriesof lessons| have sought to propose that * Following Jesus Without

Denominationalism” is possible today when we:

a. Appreciate why denominationalism is wrong, and therefore disdain sectarianism

b. Imitate the example of Jesus by maintaining a nonsectarian relaionship with God

c. Properly respond to the call of the gospel, for that is how Chrigt is adding people to His
church

d. Allow "the gpodtles doctrine’ to be our standard of authority in religion, recognizing that
is how Chrigt is directing His church today

e. Devdop those qualities of Chrigt-like character enjoined in the apogtolic epistles, so that
we can "maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace’

2. What | have proposed isredly nothing new, and has been a plea expressed by many others..
a. | am persondly convinced that throughout church history there have away's been groups
of Chrigtians seeking to follow Jesusin thisway
b. Even today, there are thousands of congregations composed of those who are " Following
Jesus Without Denominationalism"
-- Indeed, | believe there are many churches true to the example and pattern of the Lord's
church asfound in the New Testament

3. But suppose one wanted to find "a New Testament church” today?
a.  Where would they begin?
b. What would they look for?

4. Inthislesson, thefind oneinthis series, | wish to offer some thoughtson " How To Find A
New Testament Church”
a.  Not an exhaudtive study, of course, but some smple suggestions that might help one get
started
b. These arethe sort of suggestionsthat | mysdlf would follow if | were seeking to find such
acongregation

[Firsgt, | would...]

|. BEGINWITH THE "NAME'

A. THE "NAME" OF THE CONGREGATION REVEALSMUCH....
1. It can quickly tell whether the church is concerned with " Following Jesus Without
Denominationalism”
2. Forif the nameisadenominationd name, rdigious divison must not be amgor
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concern of those in the congregation

B. THE"NAME" SHOULD BE A SCRIPTURAL NAME...
1. Thereisredly no one scriptura name for the Lord's church in the New Testament
a. Theexpresson " church of God" (1 Co 1:2), " churchesof God" (1 Th 2:14),
and " churches of Christ" (Ro 16:16) are commonly used
b. Other terms are used dso, and they dl reflect an association with God and Christ
(body of Christ, kingdom of God, bride of Chrigt, temple of God, etc.)
2. But the use of scripturd names ingtead of a humanly-conceived name...
a. Reflectsadesreto follow the Scriptures, and not human tradition
b. Certainly conveysadesre to honor God and Christ, and not some man, creed or
particular doctrine

C. UNFORTUNATELY, THE"NAME" ALONE ISNOT A SURE GUIDE...
1. Jud asthe name"Mrs. Copeland” doneis not a sure guide if you were seeking to find
my wife
a. For thereare alot of women who go by the name, "Mrs. Copdand"
b. But only one who bears the nameis properly my wife!
2. Sothere may be many congregations that bear the name of Christ or God that may not

be truly honoring them!
a. For example, there are over 200 separate denominations that use the expression
"Church of God"

b. Likewise, there may be"Churches of Chrigt" that are no less denominationd than

any church with a denominationa name!
3. Ye | would Hill recommend beginning with the name, and in particular those

congregations that use the expression "church of Chrigt”

a.  Because so many denominations have chosen to use the expression "church of
God', the likelihood of smply finding a denomination is much gregter

b. Whereas mogt "churches of Chrig" | have known are seeking to follow Jesus
without denominationdism, therefore the possibilities of find a church true to the
New Testament are greater

[But even when one has found a church that is nondenominationa, that does not autometicaly mean the
people are truly members of the Lord's body. That iswhy | suggest the next stepisto...]

. EXAMINE THE "GOSPEL" BEING PREACHED

A. REMEMBER HOW CHRIST ISBUILDING HISCHURCH...
1. Through the gospd, Chrig cdlsus-2Th 2:14
2. Aswe heed the gospdl cdl, the Lord adds us to His body, the church - Ac 2:41,47
3. Tha iswhy it is o important that the gospd not be perverted in any way - Ga 1.6-9

B. IF THE GOSPEL ISDIFFERENT...
1. By changing ether the facts or commands of the gospe
2. Then people are not being saved, and the Lord is not adding them to His church!
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C. ACHURCH WITH A PERVERTED GOSPEL ...
1. May havethe nicest people, but they are still unregenerate people!
2. May wear the name of Chrigt, both asindividuas and as a church, but are not truly the
people of God!

[So while a group of people may identify themselves as a"church of God" or "church of Chrid”, itis
only Christ who truly makes them such when they properly respond to the call of the gospd. Thet is
why it isimperative a church teaches the pure and smple gospd of Christ!

A find suggestion, but one that might require very careful examination over aperiod of time, isto...]

[11.COMPARE THE "PRACTICE" WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN

A. INTHE NEW TESTAMENT, WE FIND A PATTERN...

1. TheN.T. describes the early church during itsfirst 60 years

2. A careful study of Acts and the epistles reved a picture of the church

3. From this picture, a pattern emerges in reference to:
a. Theworship of the church
b. Thework of the church
c. Theorganization of the church

4. This pattern emerges as we see the early Chrigtians continuing steedfadtly in "the
apostles doctrine’

B. A CHURCH ABIDING IN THE "APOSTLES DOCTRINE" WILL REFLECT
THISPATTERN...
1. Ther worship will be like that described in the New Testament
a. Involving such dements as singing, prayer, Bible sudy, preaching, and the Lord's
Supper - Co 3:16; 4:2; 2 Ti 2:2,15; 4:2; Ac20:7; 1 Co 10:16-17; 11:23-29
b. Their assemblies seeking to provoke one another to love and good works - He
10:24-25
2. Their work as acongregation will be smilar to that found in the New Testament
a.  Equipping the saints for minidry (edification) - Ep 4:11-16
b. Furthering the spread of the gospd by sending out evangdists (evangelism) - Ph
4:15-16; 3Jn 5-8
c. Meeting the needs of the saints as problems arise (benevolence) - Ro 15:25-26;
1Co016:1-4, 2C08:1-9:15
3. Their organization as a congregation will seek to be like that found in the New
Testament - cf. Ph 1:1
a. With eders (dso known as bishops, pastors, presbyters, shepherds) qudified to
oversee and tend to the local congregation - Ac 14:23; 20:28; 1 Ti 3:1-7,
Ti 1:5-9; 1 Pe5:1-4
b. With deacons dso qudified to serve as they minister to the local congregation -
1Ti3:8-13
c. With saints (members) who sojourn in this world with conduct thet is honorable
and which gives glory to God - cf. 1 Pe 2:9-12
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CONCLUSION

1. By caefully studying the "pattern” of the Lord's church as reveded in the New Testament, we
can know when a congregetion is faithfully observing "the apostles doctrine”
a. Thisplaces upon each of usthe responghility of carefully studying the Scriptures
b. For only then can we be able to distinguish between the "authentic* and a " counterfeit"

2. | am confident that there are many "authentic" congregations al over the world...
a. Itislikey that one exigsin your community areedy!
b. Pleasefed freeto contact meif you think | might be able to help you find one

3. Butevenif welivein an aeawherethereisno church that " continues steadfastly in the
apostles' doctrine" , we can gart one in our own home! - cf. Ro 16:5; Phe 1-2
a. By proclaming the smple gospd of Chrigt, and abiding in "the apostles doctring’ as
reveded in the New Testament...
b. Thiswill not be some new denomination, but smply a church of the Lord, a congregation
of disciplesthat meet together to worship God and edify one another in their service to the
Lord

Areyou " Following Jesus Without Denominationalism” ? Don't you wish to? Remember the
prayer of our Lord:

"1 do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believein Me
through their word;"

" that they all may be one, as You, Father, arein Me, and | in You; that they
also may be onein Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me."

" And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one
just asWe are one:"

"1 in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me."

--Jn 17:20-23

May dl those who believe in Jesus dtrive to be one!
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