Sermons From
Ephesians

Sermon Outlines Based On
The Epistle To The Ephesians

MARK A. COPELAND




Mark A. Copeland

Sermons From Ephesians

Table Of Contents

Introduction To Ephesians (1:1-3) 3

Blessings Involving The Father (1:4-6) 7

Blessings I nvolving The Son (1:7-12) 10
Blessings I nvolving The Holy Spirit (1:13-14) 14
Paul’s Prayer For The Ephesians (1:15-20) 17
The Exaltation Of Christ And His Church (1:20-23) 21
Our Condition Outside Of Christ (2:1-3) 24
Salvation By Grace Through Faith (2:4-10) 28
How The Gentiles Became Fellow Heirs (2:11-22) 32
The Revelation Of The Mystery (3:1-13) 35
Paul’s Second Prayer For The Ephesians (3:14-21) 39
Walking Together In Unity (4:1-16) 43
Walking In Truth And Holiness (4:17-32) 48
Walking In Love, Light, And Wisdom (5:1-21) 51
Making Known God's Wisdom By Our Families (5:22-6:9) 54
Standing Strong In The Armor Of God (6:10-24) 58

Thismaterid isfrom ExecutableOutlines.com, aweb Ste containing sermon outlines
and Bible studies by Mark A. Copdand. Vigt the web site to browse or download
additional materid for church or persond use.

The outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd.
Fed free to use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2001
Mark Copeland@aol.com

Sermons From Ephesians 2



Mark A. Copeland

Introduction To Ephesians
Ephesians 1:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1. Haveyou ever heard of “Hetty” Green, known as“America s Greatest Miser”?
a Shediedin 1916, and left an estate worth over $100 million
b. Ye,itissadthat...
1) Sheate catmed cold, because it cost to heet it
2) Her son'sleg was amputated, because she delayed too long looking for afree clinic
c. Sounds crazy, does't it?
1) For someone who had such great assets, to go through life miserable
2) Living thelife of a pauper, when great wedlth was a her disposa

2. But the same could be said of many Chrigtians today ...
a. Forin Christ Jesus, we have countless spiritud blessingd - cf. Ep 1:3
b. However, many of these blessings go unused
1) Blessingsthat are wonderful, but ungppreciated by many
2) Reaulting in some Chrigtiansliving what Thoreau would call “lives of quiet desperation’

3. God would have usto know about these blessings, or spiritua “riches’, and in the New Testament
one book in particular describes many of them...
a. Itisthebook of Ephesans
b. One expressed purpose of the book isthat we might know “what are the riches of the glory of
Hisinheritance inthe saints’ - cf. Ep 1:18

4. Lest we become the spiritud equivdent of “Hetty” Green, we begin a series devoted to the Epistle
to the Ephesans, in which we plan to “ming” for the riches that are oursin Christ Jesus

[In Ep 1:1-3, Paul addresses the brethren at Ephesus and begins immediately to speak of our “spiritua
blessngs”. Let’'sfirst more closdly consider...]

|. THE AUTHOR (1:1a)

A. PAUL...
1. Formerly, “Saul of Tarsus”, the persecutor of the church - Ac 9:1-2
2. But who became the “apogtle to the Gentiles’ - Ac 9:15

B. AN APOSTLE OF JESUSBY THE WILL OF GOD...
1. Hisapostleship was not of hisown choosing - cf. Ga 1:1
2. Heknew it was by the grace of God that he had been so called - Ep 3:8a
3. Hischarge? To “preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Chrigt” - Ep 3:8b

C. WHOSE WORK HAD BROUGHT HIM TO EPHESUS...
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1. Firg, for ashort stay - Ac 18:19-21
2. Then for over two years, one of hislonger periods of servicein one place- Ac 19:1-10
3. Hedso met with the Ephesian lders a Miletus - Ac 20:17-38

D. WRITING NOW AS“AN AMBASSADOR IN CHAINS’ ...

1.
2.

3.

At the time Paul wrote this epistle, he was awaiting trid in Rome - cf. Ep 3:1; 4:1; 6:20
This epistle was written about the same time as Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon,
approximately 60-62 A.D.

|.e.,, during the time period briefly described in Ac 28:30-31

[Now for afew thoughts on...]

II. THE RECIPIENTS (1:1b)

A. THE SAINTSWHO ARE IN EPHESUS...

1.

Therecipients of this letter were cdled “saints’

a. Theword “sant” means “one who has been set apart”

b. Itisrelated to the word “sanctified” which means “set apart”

c. ALL Chrigianswere cdled saintsin the New Testament, for in Christ Jesus even the
vilest Snners are “sanctified” upon their conversion - cf. 1 Co 6:9-11

The recipients of this letter were those brethren “in Ephesus”

a. Thisiscdled into question by some, for in afew manuscripts “in Ephesus’ is omitted

b. For adetaled examination of this question, cf. New Testament Commentary,
Expogtion Of Ephesians, William Hendriksen, Baker Book House, pp. 56-61

c. Hendricksen'sconclusion: thisletter was written to the churches of Ephesus and
surroundings

Higtorica background concerning the work in Ephesus can be found in Ac 18:19-28;

19:1-41; 20:17-38

B. AND FAITHFUL IN CHRIST JESUS...

1.
2.

3.

4,

This describes the character of those “saints’ in Ephesus

They are “fathful in Chrigt Jesus™; thet is, they trusted in Him for their salvation - cf. Ep
1:13

They were “fathful” in another sense, <o, in that they were trustworthy in their stand for
thetruth - cf. Re 2:1-3, 6

However, they were to be later rebuked for leaving their “fird love” - Re 2:4-5

[To these “fathful saints’, Paul give his customary greeting in which he prays for grace and peace to
come upon them from God and Jesus (1:2). With the very next verse, Paul beginsto praise God for the
blessngs we havein Christ, which revedsto us. . .]

III.THE THEME: THE BELIEVER'SRICHESIN CHRIST (1:3)

A. THE SOURCE OF OUR BLESSINGS (RICHEYS)...

1.

They come from “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”

2. Asreveded later, they cometo usaresult of the “riches’ of . . .
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a Godsgrace-Ep 1.7
b. God'sglory - Ep 1:18
c. God'smercy -Ep 2.7
3. AsJameswrote, “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down
from the Father of lights...” - Ja 1:17

B. THE SCOPE OF OUR BLESSINGS (RICHES)...
1. Theyindude“every” spiritua blessing; not just afew, but every sngle one!
3. Blessngsthat are “spiritud” in nature; unlike many of the blessingsto the nation of Isradl of
old, which were but materia

C. THE SPHERE OF OUR BLESSINGS (RICHES)...

1. Firg, they are“in the heavenly places’
a Lit, “inthe heavenlies’, aphrase found only in Ephesians (1:3; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12)
b. Referring to the spiritua redm, as opposed to the physica

2. Secondly, they are“in Chrig”
a. It has been counted that this phrase “in Chrigt” occurs 27 timesin this epistle
c. Emphaszingthat itisonly by being “in” Christ that one can have accessto “every’

Spiritua blessng

[With ver se thr ee, then, we have the “theme” of this epidtle stated, and one would do well to think of it
asthe“key verse’. Beforewe closethisintroduction to Ephesans, it may be helpful to consider the
following outline of the book as presented in The Bible Exposition Commentary, Volume 2,
Warren W. Wiersbe, p. 7...]

IV.A BRIEF OUTLINE

A. DOCTRINE: OUR RICHESIN CHRIST (chapters 1-3)

1. Our spiritua possessonsin Chrigt (1:4-14)
a. From the Father (1:4-6)
b. From the Son (1:7-12)
c. From the Spirit (1:13-14)
-- Frd Prayer: for enlightenment (1: 15-23)

2. Our spiritud pogtion in Chrigt (2:1-22)
a. Rased and seated on the throne (2:1-10)
b. Reconciled and st into the temple (2: 11-22)
--  Second Prayer: for enablement (3:1-21; with verses 2-13 as a parenthesis)

B. DUTY: OUR RESPONSIBILITIESIN CHRIST (chapters4-6)
1. Wak in unity (4:1-16)
2. Wdkin purity (4:17-5:17)
a. Wak not as other Gentiles (4:17-32)
b. Wadkinlove (5:1-6)
c. Wak aschildren of light (5:7-14)
d. Wadk caefully (5:15-17)
3. Wak in harmony (5:18-6:9)
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a. Husbands and wives (5:18-33)

b. Parentsand children (6:1-4)

Cc. Mastersand servants (6:5-9)
d. Wadk invictory (6:10-24)

CONCLUSION

1. Inour next lesson, we will begin our study of this Epistle to the Ephesiansin earnest, noticing
immediatdy some of those “unsearchable riches of Chrigt”

2. But aswe have dready seen, the “sphere” in which these blessings (riches) are to be found is“in
Chrigt”. How does one get “into” Christ?

The answer isfound in Ga 3:26-27, where we |earn that those who have been “baptized into Christ
have put on Chrig”. Areyou in Chrig...?
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Blessings Involving The Father
Ephesians 1:4-6

INTRODUCTION

1. Assuggested in the previous lesson, the “theme” of Ephesansis” The Believer'sRichesIn
Christ”

2. After hisbrief salutation (1:1-2), Paul immediately beginsin 1:3 by praising God for the blessings
(or riches) we havein Chrigt...
a. This“doxology” actualy continues throughout verses 4-14
b. Thegpiritud “possessons” that are mentioned in this passage can eadly be outlined as.
1) Blessngsinvolving the Father (4-6)
2) Blessngsinvolving the Son (7-12)
3) Blessingsinvolving the Holy Spirit (13-14)

3. Inaneffort to gppreciate how spiritudly blessed we are in Chrigt, we will examine this section
(4-14) in three separate lessons

[With verses 4-6, then, wefocusin on “ Blessings I nvolving The Father”, beginning with the fact that
in Christ we are...]

|. CHOSEN BY GOD (1:4)

A. DEFINING THE TERM “CHOSEN" ...
1. Comesfrom the Greek eklegomai {ek-leg -om-ahee}, and means “to pick out, choose, to
pick or choose out for one’s sdf”
2. Rdated to theideaof “dection” which comesfrom ekloge { ek-log-ay'} , meaning “the act
of picking out, choosng’

B. THE*“TIME' OF THISCHOICE...
1. “beforethefoundation of the world’
2. Before the world was ever created, God made His “choice’ or “eection’
3. Jugt aswith Chrigt Himsdlf, who was foreordained “before the foundation of the world”
-1Pel:20

C. THE“OBJECTS” OF THISCHOICE...

1. TheCalvinist beievesthat this choice was...
a. Individud (only certain sdlect individuds have been chosen)
b. Dependent solely upon God' s gracious and mysterious will, without any foreknowledge

of good or evil on the part of those sdlected

¢.  Unconditiona and find ( thereis no posshility of apostasy)

2. The Arminian believes that this choice was...
a. Individud (certain sdlect individuas have been chosen)

Sermons From Ephesians 7



Mark A. Copeland

b. Based upon foreknowledge of those souls who would respond to the gospel and
perseverein the faith

c.  Unconditiond and find, in the sense that God dready knows those who will persevere
to theend

3. Paul sayssmply “...choseusin Him (i.e, Christ)”, and | understand this eection by God

to have been...

a. General, not particular; corporate, not individud

b. Thebody of Chrigt, the church as awhole, which God chose for His divine and
gracious purposes He planned to carry out in Christ

c. Andthat whilein the “corporate” sense this choice is unconditiond and find, as
“individuds’ we must be “ diligent to make your calling and election sure’
-2Pel:10
1) Just aslgad (asanation) had been chosen by God to receive His blessngs
2) Butindividudly, the Isradlites dso had to “make their calling and dection sure”

D. THE “PURPOSE” OF THISCHOICE...
1. “that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love’
2. Thegod of God' s choice in eternity was to produce a people in Christ Jesus who would be:
a “holy” - set gpart for a specia purpose
b. “without blame” - free from condemnation
c. “inlove” - waking before God in a“sphere’ of love - cf. Ep 5:1-2

[In Chrigt Jesus, then, we are blessed to be God' s “chosen’ people (cf. 1 Pe 2:9). How God was able
to carry out the “purpose” of His choice when al He had to work with were snners will be explained in
verses 7-12. But first we dso learn that in Christ Jesus we have been...]

II. PREDESTINED BY GOD (1:5-6a)

A. DEFINING THE TERM “PREDESTINED” ...
1. From the Greek word, proorizo {pro-or-id’-zo} , meaning “to predetermine, decide
beforehand”
2. Thusthisverse spesks of that which God “predetermined beforehand”
-- WHO wasit that God “ predeter mined’ ?

B. THE SUBJECTSOF GOD’S*“PREDESTINATION"...
1. Paul smply says* us’
2. Aswith dection, | understand Paul to speaking of the church asawhole
3. AsB.W. Johnson says. “ Thewhole line of argument is general instead of
particular.” (The People’s New Testament)
--WHAT wasit that God “ predeter mined’ ?

C. THE PURPOSE OF GOD’'S“PREDESTINATION" ...
1. “adoption as sons”
2. Quoting Johnson again: God has* for eordained that we, the church of Jesus Christ,
should be adopted as his children.”
3. AsWiersbe points out, the word “predestination” refers primarily to what God does for
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saved people: “Election seemsto refer to people, while predestination refersto
purposes’ (The Bible Exposition Commentary, Val. 2, p. 11)

3. Soitishere, that Paul reveds that which had been predetermined beforehand was the
church (al those who are saved) would be “adopted” into the family of God

-- WHY did God “ predetermine” this?

D. THEBAS SOF GOD’'S“PREDESTINATION"...
1. “according to the good pleasure of Hiswill”
2. Putting it amply, theidea“pleased” God!
a. Itissomething He wanted to do
b. And by His Divine Will He has made it possible!

[What should our reaction beto dl this? To praise God for His glorious grace (“to the praise of the
glory of Hisgrace’)! For it isHis*“grace’ by which we can now be...]

[11.ACCEPTED BY GOD (1:6b)

A. DEFINING THE TERM “ACCEPTED" ...
1. Comesfrom the Greek word charitoo { khar-ee-to’-0} , and means...
a. Tobehighly favored
b. To peruse with grace, compass with favor
c. To honor with blessngs
2. Itisusadin Lk 1:28 in reference to the virgin Mary (“highly favored one”)
3. Like Mary, thosein Chrig are “highly favored” in God' s Sght!

B. THE BAS'SUPON WHICH WE ARE “ACCEPTED” ...

1. “intheBeloved’ (JesusChrist)

2. Asemphasizedin 1:3 and throughout verses 4-14, dl these blessings (including acceptance
by God) are“in” and “by” Jesus Chrigt:
a. God choseus“inHim (Chrig)” - 1:4
b. God predestined us to adoption as sons “by Jesus Chrit” - 1.5
c. God has made us accepted “in the Beloved (Christ) - 1:6

3. Theeforeitisby our being “in” Chrigt that we are privileged to be “highly favored” by God,
and showered by these wonderful blessings!

CONCLUSION

1. Andwhat should our reaction be?
a. Toprase God for Hisglorious grace! - cf. Ep 1.6
b. Offering such praseisaform of “spiritud sacrificg’ by which we can say “thank you!” - cf. He
13:15

2. How can God afford to be so gracious to those who are snners? Our next lesson will examine how
in detall, but notice Ep 1:7
a. Haveyou experienced this redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of ans?
b. Tolearn how, carefully reed Ac 2:36-41...
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Blessings Involving The Son
Ephesians 1:7-12

INTRODUCTION

1.

We saw in the previous lesson that Paul starts his epistle to the Ephesians with praisng God
for the spiritud riches (blessings) that we have in Christ - Ep 1:3

Throughout Ep 1:4-14 Paul lists some of these wonderful blessings that are ours, and in verses 4-6
we saw those blessings which center around the Father, how we who arein Chrigt are:

a. “Chosen by God’, to be holy and without blame before Him in love (1:4)

b. “Predestined by God”, to receive the adoption as sons of God (1:5-6a)

c. “Accepted by God’, that is, to be highly favored by Him (1:6b)

How isit that we who are sinners are so blessed by God?
a. Theanswer ishinted a in verses 4-6 by the repeated reference to Christ:
1) “choseusin Him’
2) “adoption assons by Jesus Christ”
3) “made us accepted in the Beloved”’
b. Thusitisonly through Jesus Chrigt that we can receive these wonderful blessngd (1:3)

This becomes even clearer as we now consider verses 7-12, as Paul expands upon “ Blessings

Involving The Son™ ...

a. Please note that the ditinction being made between blessings involving the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit isanarrow one

b. For each of the blessngs usudly involve two or more Personsin the Godheed

c. But for memorization purposesit can be helpful to divide up the blessingsin the way we have
done

[Thefirg blessng we noticein this section is that through His Son...]

GOD HASREDEEMED US (7a)

A. DEFINING “REDEMPTION" ...
1. The Greek word is apolutross {ap-ol-00’ -tro-sis}
2. Itmeans“areeasing effected by payment of ransom”
3. AsHendriksen definesit, “deliverance as aresult of the payment of a ransom’
4. Hendriksen goes on to suggest that this “redemption” implies
a. “emancipation...from the guilt, punishment, and power of Sn” - cf. Jn 8:34; Ro 7:14;
Ga3:13
b. “restoration to trueliberty’ - cf. Jn 8:36

B. OUR REDEMPTION IS“THROUGH HIS(CHRIST'S) BLOOD" ...
1. Theprice paidin order to redeem uswas the blood of Jesus - cf. 1 Pe 1:18-19
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2. By Hisdesath on the cross, Jesus has paid the price to ddiver us from the bondage of sin,
for which He deserves our highest praise! - cf. Re 5:9, 12

[We now see how God could carry out His choice to have a people who are holy and without blame,
adopted as sons unto Him, when dl He had to work with were “snners’. Through the degth of Jesus
and the shedding of His blood, God was just to “redeem” or “ddiver” sinners from the bondage of sn!

There is another way to express what God has done to make it possible for us to be “holy and without
blame before Him in love”, and that is, through His Son...]

II. GOD HAS FORGIVEN US (7b-8)

A. DEFINING “FORGIVENESS' ...
1. The Greek word isaphesis {af’ -es-is}, and it’ s shades of meaning include:
a. “release from bondage or imprisonment”
b. “forgivenessor pardon, of sns (letting them go asif they had never been committed),
remisson of the pendty”
2. With the shedding of Jesus’ blood, it is now possible to be “forgivert’, that is, “pardoned”
S0 that we are no longer guilty of or imprisoned by Sn

B. WHAT HASBEEN FORGIVEN ARE OUR “SINS’ (TRESPASSES)...

1. The Greek word hereis paraptoma, { par-ap’-to-mah}
a. Lit,itmeans“asdedip (lapse or deviation)”
b. Thusit refersto (unintentiond) error or (willful) transgresson

2. Thevery sort of things (faults, offenses, ans, tregpasses) that would keep us from being
“holy and without blame”

3. Through Jesus’ blood, we can obtain “pardon” from such things, and be “holy and without
blame™!

C. THEBASISFOR BOTH “REDEMPTION” AND “FORGIVENESS’ ISGOD’S
GRACE...
1. “according to theriches of Hisgrace’ - 7c
2. “which He made to abound toward us” - 8a
3. AsPaul told Titus, it isby God's mercy and grace we are judtified - Ti 3:3-7
4. Thiswonderful graceis manifested by God in dl...
a. “wisdom’ - from the Greek word sophia, { sof-e€’-ah}

1) Defined by Hendriksen as* that ability to apply knowledge to the best
advantage, enabling a per son to use the most effective meansfor the
attainment of the highest goal”

2) InGod's case, Hiswisdom is often beyond the capakiility of man to find out on his
own - cf. R0 11:33

b. “prudence’ - from the Greek word phronesis {fron -ay-ss}

1) Meaning “mental action or activity, i.e. intellectual or moral insight:
prudence, wisdom.”

2) With much thought God has chosen to show His grace toward us!
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[According to His wisdom, prudence, and grace, God has provided “redemption’ and “forgiveness’
through the blood of His dear Son!

But thereismore! While God' s wisdom is often beyond the ability of man to find out on his own,
through His Son.. ]

I11.GOD HASREVEALED HISWILL TO US (9-10)

A. “HEHASMADE KNOWN TO THE MYSTERY OF HISWILL"...

1. Asexplaned by Paul later inthisepistle (cf. Ep 3:3-5), this“mysery’...
a.  Was not made known to mankind in other ages - 3:5a
b. But has now been revealed by the Spirit to the apostles and prophets - 3:5b; Ro 16:

25-27

2. Making known the “mystery of Hiswill” is due to “His good pleasure which He purposed in
Himsdf”
a Itplessad God in planning to reved Hiswill to us
b. Just asit pleased God to predestine our adoption as sons through Jesus Christ - 1:5

B. THE“WILL OF GOD” THAT ISNOW REVEALED PERTAINSTO WHAT GOD
HAD PLANNED TO ACCOMPLISH IN JESUSCHRIST...
1. God's“plan” wasto be carried out “in the dispensation of the fullness of the times’
a. l.e,inthe period of time when everything isright and reedy - cf. Ga 4:4-5
b. Hendriksen suggests that the reference is to the entire New Testament era...
1) Particularly to the period which began with Christ’ s resurrection and coronation
2) But not ending until the Lord, upon His glorious return, pronounces and executes
judgment (New Testament Commentary, Exposition of Ephesians, pp. 85-86)
2. God's“plan’ wasto “gather together in one dl thingsin Chrig...”

a. B.W. Johnson comments. “He might gather in one all thingsin Christ. That the
scattered families and tribes of men, both Jews and Gentiles, should all be
gathered and united under one head, Christ. Nay, not only men, but angels...”

b. Paul daborates upon thisthought in Ep 2:16, andin Co 1:19-22
1) By the degth of Christ, Jew and Gentile can become one body
2) By theblood of the cross, God is adle to reconcile dl things to Himself
3) The ultimate consequence of this“reconciliation” is that we might be presented

“holy, and blameless, and irreproachable in Hissght” - Co 1:22; cf. Ep 1.4

[Findly, we a0 learn that through the Son....]

IV.GOD HAS GIVEN USAN INHERITANCE (11-12)

A. “OBTAINED AN INHERITANCE” OR “MADE A HERITAGE"...?
1. Some trandations and scholars understand that verse 11 should read “we were made a
heritage”, speaking of God' s inheritance, with an gpped to:
a. Ep 1:14b - where Paul speaks of “the redemption of the purchased possession”
b. Ep 1:18c - where Paul speaks of “Hisinheritance’
2. Resasonsfor accepting the rendering found in the KJV and NKJV are offered by
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Hendriksen:

a. Theimmediate context spesks of “our inheritance” - Ep 1:14a

b. IntheNT “theinheritance’ is ever said to be “ours’ or “intended for us” - Ac 20:32;
Ga 3:18; Co 3:24; He 9:15; 1 Pe 1:4 (induding Ep 1:18c, where “Hisinheritance’
can mean that which God is giving to us)

c. Ep 1:5 speaksof “adoption as sons”, and in Ro 8:15-17 Paul connects the idea of
adoption with thet of being heirs

d. Inan epiglewith many smilaritiesto Ephesians, Paul certainly spesks of how we are
“hers’ - Co 1:12

B. THISINHERITANCE ISPART OF GOD’'S“PREDESTINATION"...
1. Just as God “predetermined” that those in Christ would receive “adoption as sons” (Ep
1:5), so He “predetermined” that His“sons” would receive an “inheritance’!
2. Thisisin accordance with God' s grand “purpose”’, who has the power to “work dl things
according to the counsd of Hiswill”

C. THEFINAL RESULT IN RECEIVING THISINHERITANCE...
1. “that we...should beto the praise of Hisglory’
a Tha “thosein Chrig” (and what God has made them) will be areason to give God
glory
b. AsPaul wrote the Thessdonians. “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
dlorifiedinyou..” - 2Th 1:12
2. Some undergand that Paul is now beginning to digtinguish between those like him (Jewish
believers) and those like his readers (Gentile believers), for areason that will become clear
later (cf. Ep 2:11-22)
a. For Paul speaksof “wewho fird trusted” inverse 12...
b. ...andthen says“you dso trusted” in verse 13
3. Evenif s0, one cannot make too much of this digtinction...
a. Becausedl tha issadin verses 3-11 (where “we’ isfound) appliesto Gentile
believers
b. Anddl tha issaid in verses 13-14 (where “you’ isfound) applies to Jewish believers
dso

CONCLUSION

1. In Chrig, then, we have every reason to praise God, knowing that...
a.  God has redeemed us (7a)
b. God hasforgiven us (7b-8)
c. God hasreveded HisWill to us (9-10)
d. God has given us an inheritance (11-12)

2. Butthereiseven morel And in the next lesson we shal examine what that is, as we condder
“Blessings Involving The Holy Spirit”

For the time being, have you experienced that wonderful redemption, the forgiveness of ains, through the
blood of Jesus? The gpostle Peter tells how we canin Ac 2:36-41...
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Blessings Involving The Holy Spirit

Ephesians 1:13-14

INTRODUCTION

1. Instudying verses 4-12 in which Paul is praising God for the “spiritud riches’ in Chrigt, we have
seen blessngs which involve both the Father and the Son...
a. Blesangsinvalving the Father indude our being:
1) “Chosen by God’, to be holy and without blame before Him in love (1:4)
2) “Predestined by God”, to receive the adoption as sons of God (1:5-6a)
3) “Accepted by God”, that is, to be highly favored by Him (1:6b)
b. Blessngsinvolving the Son dso indude the following:
1) “God hasredeemed us” through the precious blood of His Son (1:7a)
2) “God hasforgiven us” of our snsby virtue of His grace (1: 7b-8)
3) “God hasrevealed HisWill to us” pertaining to His plan to gather into one dl thingsin
Chrig (1:9-10)
4) *“God hasgiven usan inheritance” aspart of His predetermined plan (1:11-12)

2. Verses 13-14 close out this “doxology”, by pointing out blessngs we have in Chrigt thet rdaein
particular to the work of the Holy Spirit

[What are these “ Blessings I nvolving The Holy Spirit”? Thefirg oneis...]

|. THEHOLY SPIRIT ISOUR “SEAL” (13)

A. DEFINING “SEAL"...

1. Thewordissphragizo {sfrag-id’-zo} , which means “to set a sedl upon, mark with asedl,
to sedl”

2. A "sedl” was used for various reasons, including:
a. To guarantee the genuine character of adocument (Esther 3:12), or, figuratively, of a

person (1 Co 9:2)

b. To mark ownership (Song 8:6)
c. To protect againg tampering or harm (Mt 27:66; Re 5:1)

B. HOW ISTHEHOLY SPIRIT OUR “SEAL"...?
1. Itcould bein every sense of the word...
a. InRo 8:16, the Spirit Himsdf “bears witness’ that we are children of God (i.e,
guarantees our genuine character)
b. InRo 8:9, theindwelling Holy Spirit is consdered evidence that we aretruly Christ’s
(i.e, amark of ownership, cf. dso 1 Co 6:19-20)
c. InRo0 8:13-14, it isby the Spirit of God that we “put to death the deeds of the body”
so we can live (i.e, to some degree helping to protect againgt tampering or harm, cf.
aso Ep 3:16)
2. However, the context of Ephesians makes methink that “proof of ownership” iswhat Paul
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had in mind...

a. Hegoeson to spesk of the Holy Spirit as a “guarantee...until the redemption of the
purchased possession’ - Ep 1:14

b. Helater saysthat we were sedled by the Spirit “for the day of redemption” - Ep 4:30

--  Sountil that “day of redemption’, the Holy Spirit is given to the Chrigtian as evidence
that we truly belong to God

C. WHEN AREWE “SEALED” WITH THEHOLY SPIRIT...?

1.

It isafter, not before...

a.  One hearsthe word of truth, the gospdl - Ep 1:13

b. Onebdievesthe gospd - Ep 1:13; cf. IJn 7:37-39

c. One becomes a son of God - Ga 4:6-7 (which occurs when abeliever is baptized into
Chrigt - cf. Ga 3:26-27)

Thusit is only when we obey the gospe of Jesus Christ that we are “sedled with the Holy

Spirit of promisg’....

a. AsPeter told the crowd on the Day of Pentecost - Ac 2:38-39

b. And as hetold the Sanhedrin Council - Ac 5:32

[This“sedl” as a“mark of ownership” is something that might be of more sgnificance to God (and to
Satan, who would try to steal what belongs to God) that it does to us, but we can take comfort in
knowing that God considers us His property, and that the work of the Holy Spirit in our livesisto be
evidence of such ownership.

Paul describes the Spirit in this passage as “the Holy Spirit of promise”, which could be understood in
two ways. 1) the promised Holy Spirit (cf. Ac 1:4-5; 2:33,38-39); or 2) the Holy Spirit which gives
promise of what ese lies ahead. In view of what we learn next about the Holy Spirit, | suspect Paul
refersto the latter, for...]

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT ISOUR “GUARANTEE” (14)

A. DEFINING “GUARANTEE” (“EARNEST”, KJV)...

1.
2.

3.

Theword is arrabon {ar-hrab-ohn'}

It isused to refer to “money which in purchasesis given as apledge or down payment
that the full amount will subsequently be paid”

Inthe LXX (Septuagint Verson of the OT), the word is trandated “pledge” threetimesin
Gen 38:17-20

B. THEHOLY SPIRIT ISA “GUARANTEE OF OUR INHERITANCE” ...

1.

2.
3.

4,

God has given the Holy Spirit in our hearts as a“deposit” (“earnest”, KV, and is the same
Greek word) -2 Co 1:22

He isaguarantee of what God has prepared for us-2 Co 5:1-5

The blessing of the Holy Spirit working in our livesis only aforetaste of the glory that will
one day be ours

And yet, as an example of what the Holy Spirit can do for us now...cf. Ro 15:13; Ep 3:16;
Gabh:22-23
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C. HE SERVESASSUCH “UNTIL THE REDEMPTION OF THE PURCHASED

POSSESSION™ ...

1. Whilein one sense we have been redeemed (Ep 1:7) through the blood of Chrigt, in
another sense God has yet to redeem those who are truly His (Ep 4:30)

2. Until that day, the Holy Spirit serves as a guarantee that the final redemption will one day
take place

3. Hendriksen comments. “ At the moment when believersreceive THEIR full
inheritance, which includes a gloriousresurrection body (4:30), the redemption of
GOD’S own possession takes place, that is, the full release to him of that which is
his by virtue of thefact that he both madeit and bought it.”

CONCLUSION

1. SowehavetheHoly Spiritasa“seal” and a“ guarantee’. What should our reaction be?
2. For thethird time (1:6,12,14), Paul saysthese blessings are “to the praise of Hisglory’!

3. Thusour reaction should be the same as Paul as stated at the beginning of this section...
a. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly placesin Christ” - 1:3
b. Il.e, praise God!

Areyou praisng God for Hiswonderful grace and mercy? Later on, Paul will tel us how we can “wak
worthy of the calling with which you were cdled” (Ep 4:1), but he sumsit up very nicdly in Ro 12:1-2...
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Paul’s Prayer For The Ephesians
Ephesians 1:15-20

INTRODUCTION

1. We have seen Paul describe how richly blessed we arein Christ in the “doxology” of verses 3-14 in
thisfirst chapter of Ephesans.

2. Paul now proceedsto reved what sort of things he has been praying for on behdf the Ephesans...
Paul does the same thing in his epistles to the Philippians and Colossans - cf. Ph 1:9-11; Co
1:9-12

In noticing such prayers, | find it helpful to remember that Paul iswriting by inspiration

1) l.e, thethings mentioned were not just Paul’ s desire for his readers, but the desire of God

a

b.

aswdl!

2) Andinmost cases, what concerns are expressed in these prayers are just as gpplicable to

us asthey were to the origind recipients of these epistles

3. With that thought in mind (i.e., Paul’ s prayer is God' s desire for us as well), let’ s take a close
look at this prayer...

[Beginning with arecognition of ther faith and love (verse 15) and amention of his unceasing
thankfulness for them (verse 16), Paul then atesthat in his prayers his concern for the Ephesansis...]

|. THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW GOD (17)

A.

TO “KNOW” GOD ISOF UTMOST IMPORTANCE...

1.
2.
3.

More important than human wisdom, glory, or might - cf. Jer 9:23-24

It iseternd lifeitsdf! - Jn 17:3

Failure to know God will lead to everlasting destruction! -2 Th 1:7-9

Of course, we are speaking here of knowledge that comes through close and personal
association, not casual awareness

THISKNOWLEDGE OF GOD COMESBY “A SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND
REVELATION” (17)...

1.

2.

Paul could have reference here to ether the Holy Spirit Himsdlf, or aspiritud gift that the
Holy Spirit gives

In either casg, it likely refersto that process that was still going on in the first century, where
the Spirit of truth was guiding the gpostles and early Chrigiansinto dl the truth (cf. Jn
16:13; 1Jn 2:20,27)

Today, we have the full and find revelation in the pages of God’ s Word, where we can go
to learn the truth about God (e.g., cf. Ep 3:3-4)

[Doyou “know” God? Many people know “about” God, but it is God’ s will that we come to know
“Him". Through the Word of God as we have it today, you can dlow the “spirit of wisdom and
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revelaion’ give you that “saving knowledge” of God Himsdlf!
We now observe that Paul’ s concern for the Ephesiansincluded their “eyes being opened’...]

II. THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE HOPE OF GOD’S CALLING (18a)

A. IN CHRIST, WE HAVE BEEN “CALLED” BY GOD...
1. This“cdling” occurred through the preaching of the gospe -2 Th 2:14
2. Godis“cdling’ usinto Hisown kingdomand glory -1 Th 2:12
3. Wehave been “cdled’ out of darknessinto God's marvelouslight - 1 Pe 2:9

B. PAUL'SDESIRE ISTHAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE “HOPE” OF THIS
CALLING...
1. Theword “hope’ means“ desire with expectation”
2. What isthe expectant desire of this“cdling” by God?
a. Paul hasdready reveded some of thishopein verses4-5
1) To be holy and without blame
2) To be adopted as sons
b. Paul will reved more about it later in the epistle - ¢f. Ep 2:19-22
3. Inthisway, Paul ishdping to fulfill his own prayer by the writing of this episie

[Do we appreciate the “hope” of God' s cdling? Again, it isthrough the revedled Word of God (like
this epidtle to the Ephesians) that we are able to have our own eyes enlightened. Thereis no reason for
usto beignorant of our wonderful “hope’!

In addition to their knowing the “hope of His cdling’, Paul prays...]

1. THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE RICHES OF GOD’SINHERITANCE (18b)

A. PAUL HASALREADY MADE REFERENCE TO...
1. Thefact that we were predestined to adoption as sons- Ep 1.5
2. Thefact that we have obtained an inheritance - Ep 1:11
3. Thefact that the Holy Spirit was given as aguarantee - Ep 1:14

B. HEWILL WRITE MORE CONCERNING OUR “INHERITANCE” LATER ON...
1. Spesking of the exceeding riches of God' s grace in the agesto come - Ep 2:7
2. Speaking of how Gentiles can be “fdlow heirs’ - Ep 2:12-13; 3.7

[Agan we see how Paul by writing this epistle is attempting to help answer his own prayer for the
Ephesians.

Thereis one more thing that Paul wanted the Ephesians, and if the way he daboratesis an indication of
its importance then Paul more than dl ese prayed...]

IV.THAT THEY MIGHT KNOW THE POWER OF GOD (19-20)
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A. “POWER” DESCRIBED AS...
1. Exceedingly gresat (“the exceeding grestness’)
2. Shown toward those who believe (“toward us who beieve”)
3. In accordance with the same power that...
a. Raised Jesus from the dead!
b. Seated Him at theright hand of God in the “heavenly places’ (cf. Ep 1:3)
-- How can it be said that such power is available to us who believe? (The next section
suggests how)
B. CONCERNING THISGREAT “POWER"...
1. Paul givesan examplein Ep 2:1-6
a. Wewho were “dead in trespasses’ (2:1-3) were “made dive” (4-5) and “raised up” (6)
b. Il.e,in Christ wewho were spiritualy dead have been made spiritudly dive - cf. Co 2:
12-13
c. Thismay not sound asimpressive as being raised from the dead physcaly (as Jesus
was, but it cannot happen without the same sort of Divine Power!
d. AsJesussad when Herased the paraytic, “Which iseaser...?” - Mt 9:2-8
1) Torasethesck (and the dead), or to forgive sins (and make spiritudly dive)?
2) Both require Divine Power!
2. Paul speaksof itssourcein Ep 3:16
a. Itisthrough God' s Spirit in the inner man that we can be “srengthened with might”
b. Just aswewere “renewed” by the Spirit upon our baptism - Jn 3:5; Ti 3:5
c. Sowe can be grengthened by the Spirit in our daily battlesagaingt sn - Ro 8:12-13
3. Paul spesksof itsgreatnessin Ep 3:20
a. It comesfrom Him (God) “who is ABLE to do”
b. With ability that is*“exceedingly”, “abundantly”, “above adl” that we ask or think!
c. Such ahility is*according to the power that works IN us” - cf. Ep 3:16 (“through His
Spirit in the inner mar’)
4. Fndly, Paul chargesthe Ephesansto sand strong in this power in Ep 6: 10ff
a. By putting on the “armor of God” - Ep 6:11a
b. For wearein abattle againg the devil and hisforces - Ep 6:11a-13 (dare wefight this
battle dependent upon our own strength aone?)
c. The*amor of God” described - Ep 6:14-18
CONCLUSION

1.

It appears that Paul followed that saying “Pray as though it al depends upon God, but work as
though it al depends upon you!”

For while he prayed for the Ephesians that they might know...

1) God

2) Thehope of God' scdling

3) Therichesof God' sinheritance

4) The power of God

Paul takes it upon himsdlf (with the aid of inspiration, of course) to write of these thingsin this

epidle

a

Sermons From Ephesians 19



Mark A. Copeland

2. How isour knowledge of God, the hope of His cdling, Hisriches, His power?
a Certanly itisGod swill that we increase in our understanding, appreciation, and application of
these blessngd
b. With the help of God's Word, especidly abook like Ephesians, we can grow in dl these thingd!

But before growth can occur, there must be life. Have you been “made dive together with Christ”? - cf.
Ep 2.5-6; Co 2:12-13
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The Exaltation Of Christ And His Church

Ephesians 1:20-23

INTRODUCTION

1. Inexpressng hisprayer tha the Ephesians might know “the exceeding greatness of His Power
toward uswho believe” (Ep 1:19), Paul makes reference to the working of God' s power in...
a. Rasng Jesusfrom the dead - Ep 1:20a
b. Seating Jesus a Hisright hand in the heavenly places - Ep 1:20b
-- At this point, Paul digresses dightly to expand upon the idea of “The Exdtation of Christ” - Ep
1:21-23

2. Thisisatheme worthy of Paul’s digression and our own careful congderation, for severa reasons.

a.  Without “The Exdtation of Christ”, none of the spiritual blessings aready described would be
possiblel

b. There are some who say that Jesus...
1) Hasyet to start His“kingly ragn” (e.g., some pre- and post-millennidists,)
2) Or did not start it until recently (e.g., the “Jehovah' s Witness”)

c. Some amazing things are said by Paul in this passage, not only about Chrigt, but about His
church!

[Since the Holy Spirit saw fit to lead Paul into this“digresson’, we will take the time to condder what is
reveded, beginning with the fact...]

|I. CHRIST ISSEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD (20)

A. SEVERAL PASSAGESPRESENT CHRIST AT GOD’SRIGHT HAND...
1. “received up into heaven, and sat down at theright hand of God” - Mk 16:19
2. “Therefore being exdted to the right hand of God” - Ac 2:33
3. Inthe book of Hebrews...
a. “sa down a theright hand of the Mgesty on high” - He 1:3
b. “seated at the right hand of the throne of the Mgesty in the heavens” - He 8:1
c. “dfter He had offered one sacrifice for snsforever, sat down at the right hand of God”
- He 10:12
d. “endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” - He 12:2
4. “where Chrig is, gtting at theright hand of God” - Co 3:1
5. Asapoint of interest, one passage has Jesus “standing on the right hand of God” (at the
martyrdom of Stephen) - Ac 7:55-56

B. IMPLICATIONSOF CHRIST SEATED AT GOD’SRIGHT HAND...
1. Fulfillment of prophecy - cf. Ps 110:1-7
2. Asindicated in this prophecy (and compared with 1 Co 15:25-26) Christ began His “kingly
reign” when He sat down at the right hand of God
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a. Heddl “ruleinthe midd of [Hig enemies’

b. Attheright hand of God He shdl “judge among the nations”

c. Hedndl reign “till He has put dl enemies under His feet”

As Peter indicated in his sermon on Pentecost, by Christ’ s resurrection and exatation

He has been raised to sit on “David’ sthrone”, and is thereforetruly “Lord” - Ac 2:30-36

[But how extengveisthe “reign” or “authority” of Chrig? Does He have only “partid” authority? As
we return to our text, we find Paul saying that...]

II. CHRIST ISFAR ABOVE ALL OTHERS, ALL ARE UNDER HISFEET (21-22a)

A. CHRIST ISFAR ABOVE...

1.

3.
4,

“dl principaity and power and might and dominion” - alikely reference to angelic beings
and evil spirits- cf. Ep 3:10; 6:12

“every namethat is named” - this would include authorities here on earth

“not only in this age but aso in that which iscome” - both in the present dispensation, and in
the one to be ushered in a the consummation of al things

Soundslike Christ’'sauthority isall inclusive, doesn't it?

B. ALL ARE UNDER HISFEET...

1.

2.

As Chrig Himsdf sad: “All authority has been given to Mein heaven and on earth’ - M t
28:18

As Paul described Christ: “the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of
lords’ - 1 Ti 6:15; cf. Re 19:16

As Peter wrote: “angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him”
-1Pe3:22

As Johnwrote: “theruler over the kings of the earth’ - Re 1:5

Can anyone say that Jesus has NOT begun His"kingly reign” in view of such
statements?

[Indeed, Chrigt was granted dl this dominion when He ascended to heaven to St down at the right hand
of God, as prophesied by Danid (Dan 7:13-14), and as reveded by Jesus to the seven churches of
Asa(Re 2:26-27; 3:21). Clearly, from the viewpoint of Christ and His apostles, He was reigning over
al when the pages of the New Testament were being written.

But there is more amazing truth reveded in Paul’ s “digresson” and that is...]

I1l.CHRIST ISHEAD OVER ALL THINGS*"TO THE CHURCH” (22-23)

A. WHAT ISMEANT BY THE PHRASE “TO THE CHURCH"...?

1.

2.

Chrigt exercises His authority over dl things “in the interest” of the church (Hendriksen); i.e,
the rule of Chrigt isfor the benefit of His church!
Because Jesusis Lord, dl things work together for our benefit - cf. Ro 8:27
a. Thisisnot to say that Christ will prevent hardship, persecution, even death
b. But through Chrig dl such things can used to our benefit and ultimate glory!
1) *“inadl these things we are more than conquerors through Him” - Ro 8:35-39
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2) “..theworldor life or death...dl areyours’ - 1 Co 3:21-22
3) Even the sufferings brought on by Satan can be used by God to “perfect, establish,
drengthen, and settle” us! - 1 Pe 5:8-11

B. WHAT IS“THE CHURCH”, THAT IT SHOULD BE SO BLESSED...?
1. Itis“Hisbody’, i.e., the body of Christ - Ep 1:23
a.  Thosewho have been “cdled out” into the “assembly” of God' s people are like a
“body” to Jesus - cf. Ep 5:28-30
b. Assuch, Chrigt lovesit and gave Himsdf for it - cf. Ep 5:25-27
c. Thus Heisnot only the “head” of the body, but the “savior” of it aswell - Ep 5:23
2. Thechurchisdso cdled “thefullness of Him whofillsdl indl” - Ep 1:23
a. Hendriksen suggests that this means “the church is Christ’ s complement.. filling or
completing Himwho fillsal indl”
b. Hendriksen continues: “Asto his divine essence Christ isin no sense whatever
dependent on or cagpable of being completed by the church. But...”
1) “asabridegroom he isincomplete without the bride”’
2) “asavine he cannot be thought of without the branches’
3) “asshepherd heis not seen without his sheep”
4) “and s0 ds0 as head he finds his full expresson in his body, the church’ (New
Testament Commentary, Exposition of Ephesians, William Hendriksen, p.104)

CONCLUSION

1. Withthis“digresson’ of Paul we have seen...
a. Theexdted pogtion that Christ now holds, as“head over dl things’
b. The exdted pogtion of His Church, which isviewed by Christ as.
1) His“body” (which Heloves, nourishes, and cherishes - Ep 5:25,29)
2) His"fullness’ (the perfect complement to His being)

2. How can anyone say...
a. Tha Chrigisnot yet “ruler over the kings of the earth’?
b. That the church is not important, a nonessentia concern for those following Christ?

3. Inview of such truths concerning Christ and His Church...
a. Arewe fredy submitting today to His authority? - cf. Ps 110:3
b. If you have not done so yet, will you dlow Him who is“head over dl things” add you to His
church? - cf. Ac 2:47
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Our Condition Outside Of Christ

Ephesians 2:1-3

INTRODUCTION

1.

Inthelast haf of chapter one, we saw where Paul mentioned severa things for which he had
been praying in bendf of the Ephesans.

a. That they might know God (1:17)

b. Tha they might know the hope of His cdling (1:18a)

c. That they might know the glorious riches of Hisinheritance in the saints (1: 18b)

d. That they might know the exceeding greatness of God' s power toward believers (1:19)

In a previous lesson we briefly noted that Paul equated this greet power with the working of

God that was exercised...

a. Inrasng Jesus from the dead and exating Him to be the head of dl things (1:20-23)

b. Inour own conversion, when God took us who were “dead in Sn” and made us “dive together
with Chrig” (2:1-7)

In order that we might appreciate more fully the grace and power that was a work in our

conversion, this lesson will focus on the description of our condition before our conversion

a. Forwewill not likely gppreciate our present wedth, unless we fully gppreciate our for mer
poverty!

b. Without a proper gppreciation of our present wedth, we will not likely heed the exhortations
found later in thisepidtle (eg., Ep 4:1,17; 5:1-2)

[Aswe congder, then, “ Our Condition Outside of Chrigt”, we learn that prior to our converson we
weretruly “thewalking dead’! For as Paul states at first, we were...]

DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS (1)

A. “DEAD” INWHAT WAY...?
1. Notinthe sense of being devoid of any good or godly desires
a. Assomewho bdievein “Tota Hereditary Depravity” would teach
b. For consder that most of those people whose conversions are described in Acts
were “God-fearing, Bible-believing” people befor e ther converson!
1) Thethousands of “devout men’ in Jerusalem for Pentecost - Ac 2.5
2) The Ethiopian Eunuch, who had traveled great distances to worship God and was
reeding Isaiah when Philip found him - Ac 8:27-28
3) Corndius, adevout God-fearing Gentile who “prayed to God dways” - Ac 10:2
4) Lydia aprayerful woman “who worshipped God” - Ac 16:13-14
5) The“far-minded” Bereans- Ac 17:11
6) Saul of Tarsus(i.e., the apostle Paul) - Ac 22:3; Ph 3:4-6
2. Rather, “dead” inthe sense of being “separated” from God
a Just as“physical death’ is aseparation of body and spirit - cf. Ja 2:26

Sermons From Ephesians 24



Mark A. Copeland

b. So “soiritud death’” exists when we are separated from God - cf. Ro 6:23; Isa 59:1-2

B. THE CAUSE OF THIS“DEATH" ...

1. Our separation from God has been brought about by “trespasses and sins” - cf. Ro 6:23

a “trespasses’ (deviationsfrom the straight and narrow path, Hendriksen) - what we
might cal sins of commission

b. “Ins’ (inclinaions, thoughts, words, and deeds which “missthe mark” of
glorifying God, Hendriksen) - including what we might cal sins of omission

2. “trespasses and Sins” that we committed...
a Asmade clear in verse two of this chapter (“in which you once walked...”)
b. Not those of our forefathers - cf. Ezek 18:20

[Before our converson to Chrigt, then, we were “dead” because of our own sins, and as such,
spiritualy separated from God, even if we were asrdigioudy devout as those described in the book of
Acts. That should tdll us something about the terribleness of an!

But the terribleness of sin becomes clearer as we learn what sort of “company” we kept before our
converson. For though “dead”, we were...]

. WALKING WITH THE WORLD AND THE DEVIL (2)

A. WALKING “ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF THISWORLD”...
1. Before converson, one walks “in conformity with the customs and manners of the world a
large” (Barnes)
2. Themord condition of those dill “intheworld” is described more fully in Ep 4:17-19
a. Alienated from the life of God because of ignorance and hardened hearts, those “in the
world”...
1) Wadk inthefutility of ther mind
2) Havethdr understanding darkened
b. Beng pas feding, those “in theworld”...
1) Givethemsdvesover to licentiousness
2) Work dl uncleanness with greediness
-- Sounds pretty much like our own present generation, doest it?
3. With keeping such “company” before one’ s converson, you can understand why they are
soiritudly “dead” (separated from God) - cf. 1 Jn 2:15-17

B. WALKING “ACCORDING TO THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR" ...

1. Beforeour conversion, it is not just the “world” we walk according to, but “him” who Paul
describes as:
a. “theprince of the power of theair”
b. “the spirit who now worksin the sons of disobedience”’

2. Thiscan be none other than Satan himsalf!
a Thegreat “Adversary” (the word “satan’ literdly means “adversary”) who seeks to

“devour” dl hecan-cf. 1 Pe5:8

b. Those“intheworld” are under hisinfluence, captivesto do hiswill - cf. 2 Ti 2:26

3. Those dill under hisinfluence are caled the “sons of disobedience’, because they serve him
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rather than obey God!

[Influenced by Satan, walking “according to the course of thisworld”, we can see why a person before
their converson istruly “dead in trespasses and Sins’!

But isthis aso true of those devout, religious soulswho are not yet “in Chrigt”? Like those devout Jews
a Pentecodt, the Ethiopian Eunuch, Lydia, the Bereans, Saul of Tarsus, and God-fearing Gentiles like
Corndius?

Yes! For asPaul saysin ver se 3, “among whom also we all once conducted oursalves...”. Yes, even
the religioudy devout before converson to Chrigt were...]

II.FULFILLING THE DESIRESOF THE FLESH AND MIND (3)

A.

BEFORE HISCONVERSION, EVEN A RELIGIOUSLY DEVOUT PERSON LIKE
PAUL...
1. Conducted himsdf “in the lusts of our flesh’
a “Livingto gratify thefledi’ (Barnes)
b. Asdescribedin Ro 7:14-24, even one who desires to do good, outside of Christ finds
himsdf “endaved” to the “law of Sn” in the members of hisflesh
2. FRulfilled“the desiresof theflesh and of the mind”
a. The" desires of theflesh” are those “unrighteous cravings, such asbelong to and are
spawned by the flesh’ (Hendriksen)
b. The* desires...of the mind” would include “dl kinds of hotile, self-righteous, and/or
immord plans and cogitations, which findly result in wicked deeds’ (Hendriksen)

THUS, EVEN RELIGIOUSLY DEVOUT PEOPLE BEFORE CONVERSION ARE
“CHILDREN OF WRATH" ...
1. “just asthe others’, Paul says, placing himsdlf before converson on the same leve asthe
“sons of disobedience’ described in verse two
2. All are“children of wrath’ (or “sons of disobedience’) “by nature’...
a. Some understand this “nature’ to be something one is born with
1) Thispassage (Ep 2:1-3) does not actudly say “when” we began to be “children of
wrath’
2) Only that before we became “children of God” (at our conversion), we were
“children of wrah’
b. Theterm “nature’ can be understood as “amode of feding and acting which by long
habit has become nature’ (Thayer)
1) Inthecontext of Ep 2:1-3, Paul isnot taking about snful conduct committed by
ancestors, the consequence of which isfet by their descendants
2) But ansinwhich “you once walked”, “we al once conducted ourselves’, i.e.,
sns personally committed
c. Therefore, because of our “conduct” before our conversion, we developed a “nature”’
that resulted in our being:
1) “sonsof disobedience’ - 2:2
2) “children of wrath’ - 2:3
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CONCLUSION

1. Wehave seentha “ Our Condition Outside Of Chrig” isoneinwhich we are...
a Deadintrespassesand sins- Ep 2:1
b. Waking with the world and the devil - Ep 2:2
c. Fulfilling the desres of the flesh and mind - Ep 2:3
-- And thus “sons of disobedience’, and “children of wrath’!

2. How can such “sons of disobedience” and “children of wrath” ever become...
a. “holy and without blame’? - Ep 1.4
b. Recevethe“adoptionassons’? - Ep 1.5
c. And be“accepted” by God?- Ep 1.6

3. Theanswer will be explaned morefully in Ep 2:4-10, where we learn of “ Salvation By Grace
Through Faith’
a. Wewill examine that answer in detall in our next lesson
b. But for now, compare carefully Ep 2:5with Co 2:11-13

Have you experienced the working of God' s grace in your life, by being buried with Chrigt in baptism
where your Snsare “cut away” and then raised with Chrigt, thereby “made dive together with Him”...?
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Salvation By Grace Through Faith

Ephesians 2:4-10)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In the previous lesson we saw our true condition outside of Christ:

a. Deadintrespassesand sins-Ep 2:1

b. Waking with world and the devil - Ep 2:2

c. Fulfilling the desires of the flesh and mind - Ep 2:3

- Truly we were* sons of disobedience” and “ children of wrath”!

At the close of the previous lesson, | asked, “How can such ‘ sons of disobedience’ and * children of
wrath’ ever become...”

a. “Holy and without blame™?

b. “Receive the adoption as sons’?

c. “Accepted” by God?

In the text for this sudy (Ep 2:4-10) we find our answer, where we learn that “sdvation by grace
through faith” involves many dements besides just grace and faith

[To begin with, “ Salvation By Grace Through Faith”...]

INVOLVESTHE “GREAT LOVE” OF GOD (4)

A. THISISTHE BEGINNING POINT OF SALVATION...
1. Fromthis dl dseflows
2. What mercy, grace, etc., that God shows mankind is founded upon the fact that God has a
great lovefor us- cf. Jn 3:16

B. THISLOVE ISNOT BECAUSE OF WHO WE ARE, BUT WHO GOD IS...
1. God did not love us because we were lovable, but because God is loving!
2. AsJohnwrotein an effort to ingpire his brethren to love one another, God is love, and that
moved Him to offer HisSon - cf. 1 Jn 4:7-10

[Starting then with the love of God, “ Salvation By Grace Through Faith” aso...]

INVOLVESTHE “RICH MERCY” OF GOD (4)

A. DEFINING MERCY ...
1. Theword“eleos” isdefined by Vine's Expostory Dictionary as “the outward
manifestation of pity”
2. Mercy, then, is compassion that one has for those in trouble

B. GOD’S“GREAT LOVE"” MAKESHIM “RICH IN MERCY” ...
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1. Hisgreat love for snners enables God to be filled with compasson toward them
2. Therichesof His mercy seek to reach out to al who will accept it - cf. 1 Ti 2:3-4; 2 Pe
3:9

[Unfortunately, not dl recelve His great mercy. But for those who do, they soon learn that “ Salvation
By Grace Through Faith” also...]

I[1I.INVOLVESBEING “MADE ALIVE TOGETHER” WITH CHRIST (5)

A. HERE ISWHERE “GRACE” REALLY ENTERSIN...
1. For notice that Paul says“Whenwe were dead...(God) made us dive”
2. Whilestill “dead in trespasses’ God has somehow made us dive together with Christ!
3. Though not fully explained in this passage how (and when) this happened, it occurred
because of God's “unmerited favor” (the definition of “grace”)

B. HOW (AND WHEN) WE WERE “MADE ALIVE TOGETHER WITH CHRIST”
ISEXPLAINED EL SEWHERE...
1. EspeddlyinCo 2:11-13
2. Wherewelearn that it isin baptism...
a Weare buried with Christ and then raised with Him - Co 2:12; cf. Ro 6:3-6
b. We, who were “dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcison of your fles’, were
thus “made dive together with Him (Christ)” - Co 2:13
c. Our trespasses were dl forgiven - Co 2:13; cf. Ac 2:38; 22:16

[So while our text in Ephesians does't actudly refer to baptism itsdlf, it describes that which occurs
when oneis baptized into Christ: by the grace of God we are being “meade dive together with Chrigt”!

But there is more, for as we continue to read our text we learn that “ Salvation By Grace Through
Faith”..]

IV.INVOLVESBEING “RAISED UP TOGETHER” WITH CHRIST (6-7)

A. WE SAW IN EP 1:20...
1. Where Christ was raised from the dead
2. And then was seeted a the right hand of God in the heavenly places

B. NOW WE LEARN FROM EP 2:6-7...

1. Tha wetoo are raised up and made to St together with Christ in the heavenly places!
a.  Thisspeaks of our present condition in the “spiritud rem” (heavenly places)
b. Because of our union with Chrigt, we enjoy an exated position together with Him
c. Which union sarves asthe basis for our wonderful spiritua blessngs - cf. Ep 1:3

2. But our present condition, and the blessngsit entails, are only the beginning!
a. Thereismore “in the agesto come”
b. There are “exceeding riches of His grace in kindness’ yet to be shown in Christ Jesus!

[How wonderful, then, isthis salvation by grace! Not only does it pertain to “thisage”, but looks
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forward to the “agesto come”! Aswe continue, we find Paul making sure we understand the basis of
this wonderful salvation, and thét it...]

V. INVOLVES*FAITH”, AND NOT MERITORIOUSWORKS (8-9)

A. SALVATION ISFIRST AND FOREMOST, BY “GRACE"...
1. Uptothispoint, Paul has said nothing about man's part in the process of salvation
a. ItwasGod’s mercy, love, and grace which made sdvation possble
b. Itwas God’s working that “made us dive...raised us up...made us St together with
Chrig”
2. Truly, vaionis..
a. “not of yoursalves; it isthe gift of God”
1) Some understand this phrase to refer to “fath’
2) But | understand Paul to bereferring to salvation
b. “not of works, lest anyone should boast”
1) Weare not saved by works of merit, whereby we earn savation
2) But asPaul told Titus “according to Hismercy Hesaved us...” - Ti 3:5

B. NEVERTHELESS, SALVATION ISBY GRACE “THROUGH FAITH"...
1. “Fath’, together with the “working of God”, is how we were “raised with Chrig” in
baptism - cf. Co 2:12
2. Inother words, it is an obedient faith that receives the salvation in Chrigt - cf. He 5:9
3. Sowhen apersoninfathisbeing baptized...
a. They arenot “earning” their sdvation
b. Rather, they are “recaving” their sdvation which is by God' s grace and God’ sworking,
for in baptism they are recaiving Jesus Chrigt and al He accomplished by His desth and
resurrection! - cf. Ga 3:27

[Findly, we note that while “ Salvation By Grace Through Faith” does not include meritorious works
whereby we try to earn our savation, it...]

VI.INVOLVESBEING “CREATED...FOR GOOD WORKS" (10)

A. INCHRIST, WE ARE “HISWORKMANSHIP" ...
1. AsPaul intimated in his discusson of baptismin Co 2:12 (“the working of God”)
2. Through God's “working” in which He...
a “medeusdive’
b. “rasedusup”
C. “made us gt together in the heavenly places’
...we have truly become “anew creation” - cf. 2 Co 5:17

B. THE GOAL OF THIS*WORKMANSHIP': CREATED...FOR GOOD WORKS...
1. Though not saved by good works, we are to do good works!
2. God “prepared beforehand that we should walk in them’
a. Itispart of His predetermined plan
b. Not just to save, but to create a people diligent in good works! - cf. Ti 2:11-14
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3. Therefore, the people of God should...
a. “beready for every good work” - Ti 3:1
b. “be careful to maintain good works’ - Ti 3:8
c. “learnto maintain good works’ - Ti 3:14

CONCLUSION

1. Soitis“by gracethrough faith’ that...
a. “Children of wrath’ can become “children of God’!
b. “Sonsof disobedience” can “receive the adoption as sons” of God!
c. We can be “accepted” by God!

2. Because“ Salvation By Grace Through Faith” involves

God' s grest love

God'srich mercy

God making us dive together with Chrigt

God raigng us up together with Chrig to St with Him in the heavenly places
An obedient faith that trustsin God' s workmanship, not one’s own works
A new cregture that is diligent in doing good works to the glory of God

-0 Qapop

How can one receive this wonderful savation? Let Jesus and His gpostles show you the way, for it is
when we in faith submit to the Lord’ s command to be baptized that we enjoy the blessngs of God's
love, mercy, and workmanship... - Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; Co 2:12-13
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How The Gentiles Became Fellow Heirs
Ephesians 2:11-22

INTRODUCTION

1. It should be evident by now that one of Paul’ s purposes in writing this epistie was to help answer his
own prayer for the Ephesans; eg., that they might know such things as:
a. Wha isthe hope of Hiscdling - Ep 1:18a
b. What are the riches of the glory of Hisinheritance in the saints- Ep 1:18b

2. Inthefirgt haf of the second chapter, Paul has spoken of the wonderful grace of God as expressed
inthar “persona” sdvation - Ep 2:1-10

3. Paul now spesksin more “generd” or “corporate’ terms, especidly asit relaesto the salvation of
the Gentiles and how they became “fdlow hers’ - Ep 2:12-22
a. Thisisanimportant section, asit pertains to the “mystery” to which Paul refersin Ep 3:3-6
b. But this passage is dso important because it describes “us’, asmost of us are likely “Gentiles’
rather than |sraglites
c. Andit aso makes clear what our condition can be today, either “outsde’ of Chrigt, or
“through” and “in” Chrit!

[Let us begin, then, by observing...]

I. HOW THE GENTILESBECAME FELLOW HEIRS

A. THE GENTILES CONDITION “WITHOUT” CHRIST...
1. “Aliensfrom the commonwealth of Israd” (12)
a. They were not part of the state of Israel
b. They were not included together with God' s “chosen people”
2. “Strangersfrom the covenants of promise’ (12)
a. Promises and covenants were not made with them
b. Promisessuch as“...to be God to you...and | will be their God” - Gen 17:7-8
3. “Having no hope’ (12)
a. Hope springs forth from promises made
b. Being strangers from the covenants of promise, they did not have the hope the Jews did
4. "Without God in theworld” (12)
a. Inonesensg, they did have God, as “He did not leave Himself without witness...” - cf.
Ac14:17
b. But they did not have the true knowledge of God, a knowledge that provides
righteousness, peace and the joy of salvation

B. THE GENTILES CONDITION “THROUGH” CHRIST” ...
1. Can now be*onebody” with the Jews (13-16)
a. Because of Jesus, whois“our peace’
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b. Because of Jesus, who broke down the “middlewdl” of divison
1) That “law of commandments contained in ordinances’ which once separated Jews
from Gentiles
2) By Hisdeath on the cross, he abolished that which created “enmity” between Jew
and Gentile
3) l.e,thelaw of Moses given a Mt. Sinai
c. Because of Jesus, who “made peace’ by reconciling both Jew and Gentile to God in
one body through the cross
2. Can now shareaccessto the Father with the Jews (17-18)
a. Because of Jesus, who came and “preached peace’ to those “afar off” (Gentiles) and
those “near” (Jews)
b. Because of Jesus, for “through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father”
1) The accessto the Father is“through Him” (Jesus) - cf. Ro 8:34
2) The accessto the Father is“by one Spirit” (Holy Spirit) - cf. Ro 8:26-27

C. THE GENTILES CONDITION “IN” CHRIST...

1. Theyarenow “fdlow citizenswith the saints” (19a)
a. Before, they were “diens” from the commonwesdlth of Isragl and “strangers’ from
the covenants of promise
b. But now, they are “fdlow dtizens” with God' s people

2. They arenow “membersof the household of God” (19b)
a. Before, they were “without God in the world”
b. But now, they are members of “God’ sfamily”

3. They arenow part of “aholy templein the Lord” (20-22)
a. Before, they “without God in the world”
b. But now, God dwells in them through His Spirit!

. MAKING APPLICATION OF THISPASSAGE TO OUR LIVES

A. UNDERSTAND WHAT ONE'SCONDITION “OUTSIDE” CHRIST TRULY IS...
1. A pesnisdill an “dien’ and “stranger”, with no participation in covenants and promises
that God has with His people today!
2. A person has no basis for hope, and must go through life without the blessing of God
guiding them in thisworld!

B. UNDERSTAND WHAT HASBEEN ACCOMPLISHED “THROUGH” CHRIST...
1. Hehasbrought to an end the Old Law; we should not seek to be judtified by the Law - cf.
Gab4
2. He has sought to unite dl into one body; we should not try to undo the work of Christ on
the cross through religious divison - cf. Ep 4:1-6

C. UNDERSTAND WHAT WE HAVE BECOME “IN” CHRIST...
1. We have become “felow dcitizens with the sants’ in the wonderful kingdom of God; let's
live accordingly! - cf. Ro 14:16-19
2. We have become “members of God' s househald (family)”; let’ s behave and treat each
other asthe family of God! - cf. 1 Ti 3:15; 5:1-2
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3. We have become “the temple of God” in which God dwells through His Spirit; let’s be
careful not to profane God' s holy habitation! - cf. 1 Co 3:16-17; 1 Co 6:19-20

CONCLUSION

1. Though Paul may have been spegking in “general” or “corporate”’ terms, | trust that we have seen
the implications of what he has sad affect each of us“persondly”
a.  With salvaion coming to the Gentiles through Jesus Chrigt, we each benefit greetly on an
individud level
b. With salvation coming to the Gentiles through Jesus Chrigt, we each bear an individua
respongbility to live up to our “haly caling” as God' s kingdom, God' s family, and as God's
templel

2. What isyour condition in regard to Jesus Christ?
a. Areyoudill “outsde’ of Christ?
b. Have you benefited from the work that was done “through” Christ on the cross?
c. Areyou living as aperson should who isnow “in” Christ?
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The Revelation Of The Mystery

Ephesians 3:1-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthelast half of the second chapter...
a. Paul expounded upon “How The Gentiles Became Fellow Heirs’ (Ep 2:11-22)
b. Inwhich those who once were “far off” are now “made near” by the blood of Christ - Ep 2:13

2. Asareslt of the work of Chrigt on the cross, Gentiles can now become “one body” with the Jews
in Chrigt (Ep 2:14-18), and therefore can be:
a. “Felow dtizenswiththesants’ - Ep 2:19a
b. “Members of the household of God” - Ep 2:19b
c. “A holy templein the Lord...a habitation of God in the Spirit” - Ep 2:20-22

3. When you compare Ep 3:1 with Ep 3:14, it becomes clear in verse one that Paul was about to
express aprayer in bendf of the Ephesans

4. But the mention of himsdf as “the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles’ prompts Paul to
interrupt himsdif...
a. From Ep 3:13, where Paul concludes his brief interruption, it gppears Paul is concerned that his
reference to hisimprisonment (i.e.,, histribulations) should not be taken asacadl for pity
b. For Paul conddersthat al he endured for the sake of the Gentiles (including his present
imprisonment in Rome) as just part of the wonderful grace of God that had been shown to him,
“whom am less than the leest of dll the saints’ (Ep 3:8)

5. What was this wonderful grace of God that was shown to Paul?
a. It pertainsto the revelation of amystery that for ages had been hidden
b. But was now being revealed through apostles and prophets, including Paul

6. Inthislesson, we shdl examine Paul’ s “interruption”, and answer the following questions...
a. Wha isthis mygery that had been hidden?
b. How wasit being reveded?

[Our second question is actudly answered firgt, for before Paul defines “the mystery” he speaks of
God' s grace towards him and...]

|. THE REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY (1-5)

A. AMYSTERY NOW REVEALED... (1-4)
1. By thegrace of God, this“mystery” was made known to Paul - Ep 3:2-3a
2. Paul, inturn, made known the “mystery” through hiswritings- Ep 3:3b
3. The Ephesians, by reading Paul’ swords, could then have his understanding of this“mystery
of Chrid” - Ep 3.4
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4. Thispassagetellsus saverd things
a. How“we” cometo know this“ mystery”
1) Itisnot through direct reveation, though Paul may have received it thisway
2) ltisthrough reading hiswords, i.e., through reading the Word of God!
b. TheWord of God isunderstandable!
1) Some people say itisnot, or that it istoo hard to be understood
2) But dearly Paul intended for people to understand his “knowledge in the mystery of
Chrig”!
3) The problem some people have isthat they misunderstand Paul’ s use of the term
“mystery” and think the Bible is dill amystery; but notice...

B. ITISCALLEDA “MYSTERY”, BECAUSE IT WASONCE “HIDDEN"... (5)
1. Itisimportant to gppreciate thisfact: this“mystery” is caled such, not because it remains a
mystery, but because that iswhat it was for so long in times past!
2. Jug ascetan novdsaedill cdled “myderies’...
a. Eventhough you may have read them and know the ending, you 4iill refer to those
noves as “myderies’
b. Soitiswiththe“mysery of Chrig”, it is called such because it had been onefor so
long, though now we know the “ending” (or what had been a“secret”)
3. That such isthe case here, consider these passages:.
a. “..according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret since the world
began but now has been made manifest,” - Ro 16:25-26
b. “having made known to us the mystery of Hiswill...” - Ep 1:9
c. “whichin other ages was not made known...asit has been reveded” - Ep 3:5
d. “the mystery which as been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been
reveded to Hissaints” - Co 1:26-27

[So we know that this “mystery” has now been revedled, but WHAT, exactly, isthe “mystery’? Paul
explained it earlier in thisepidle (cf. Ep 3:3b-4a), but now he summarizes...]

II. THE “REVEALED” MYSTERY EXPLAINED (6-12)

A. ITINVOLVESTHE “GENTILES"... (6)
1. l.e, thosetha we saw in chapter two, who at one time were:
a. “diensfrom the commonwedlth of Isragl”
b. “drangersfrom the covenants of promise”’
c. “having no hope and without God in the world”
2. Themysery now revealed isthat these Gentiles can be:
a “fdlow hars’
b. “of the same body”
c. “partakersof His(God's) promisein Chrigt”
3. Thisiswhat Paul wrote about in Ep 2:11-22, and to which herefersin Ep 3:b-4a
a. Tha Gentiles, who for ages were not included in God' s specid dedings with the
|sradlites...
b. ...could now become part of God' s spiritua family and heirs to the wonderful blessngs
that God makes available through Jesus Christ!

Sermons From Ephesians 36




Mark A. Copeland

B. AS“APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES”, PAUL’S TASK WAS... (7-12)
1. “topreach among the Gentilesthe unsearchablerichesof Christ” - Ep 3:8
a. ThisPaul did, evenin letters like this one to the Ephesians

b.

Aswesaw in Ep 1:3-14

2. “tomakeall people see what isthe fellowship of the mystery” - Ep 3:9
a. Agan, Paul used epistles like Ephesans, and dso Colossans

b.

Aswesaw in Ep 2:11-22

3. “totheintent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be known” - Ep 3:10-12
- Here Paul expands his thoughts...
a. Thiswisdom of God isbeing made known “ by the church’

1) Paul, of course, was doing his part as an apostle

2) But thewhole church, as “the pillar and ground of the truth’, isinvolved in
proclaiming the wisdom of God - cf. 1 Ti 3:15

3) The church doesthis, both by what it “is’ and by what it “teaches’
a) It'svery “exisence’ proclaims the wisdom of God
b) Aswdl asthe“message” it prodams

b. Thiswisdom of God is being made known to “ principalities and powersin the
heavenly places’
1) Not just to “the Gentiles’” (Ep 3:8) and to “dl people” (Ep 3:9)
2) But asthe church carries out its mission, even spiritud entities are being enlightened
- cf. 1 Pe 1:10-12 (where even angels were once “in the dark” about the salvation
now being offered in Christ)
c. Making known thewisdom of God “ by the church” waspart of God's “ eternal
purpose’
1) The church was not an afterthought, but part of God' s plan for eternity!
2) From the beginning, it was to play an important role in God' s scheme of redemption
for mankind!
3) Thisverse has serious ramifications for some
a) For there are those who say the church was an “afterthought”, established only
after Christ and His kingdom were rejected
b) But thisverse clearly indicates that the church was part of God' s plan from the
beginning!
CONCLUSION
1. Knowing that hiswork as an apostle, and the work of the church, was dl part of God' s “eternal
purpose’ being carried out in Christ Jesus, Paul had great boldness and confidence of continued
accessto God (Ep 3:12)
2. Therefore, he did not want his mention of imprisonment to be a source of concern...

a. For even thetribulations it might have caused him was glory for the Gentiles (Ep 3:13)!
b. How? Because in imprisonment Paul was “an ambassador in chains” - Ep 6:19-20

1) Assuch he could “make known the mystery of the gospd”
2) And whenever the “mystery”’ is made known, the exated position God now has for Gentiles
can be made known!
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3. We, too, should have “boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him”, knowing that...
a Wearepart of God's “eternad purpose’ being carried out!

b. Wewho are Gentiles are but a demongiration of that wonderful “mystery of Chrig”, in which
Gentiles can be:

1) “fdlow hers’
2) *“of the same body”
3) “partakersof Hispromisein Christ through the gospel”

-- with thefathful of Israel (such as Peter, Paul, and many others who have accepted Jesus as
the Messah)

Areyou in this“body”, which welearn in Ep 1:22-23 is the church of Jesus Chrigt? The Lord addsthe
saved to His church (cf. Ac 2:47). How can one be saved and thus “added” by the Lord to His
church? Congder carefully Ac 2:36-41...
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Paul’s Second Prayer For The Ephesians

Ephesians 3:14-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe previouslesson we saw where Paul was about to start his second prayer for the Ephesiansin
Ep 3:1..
a. However, heinterrupts himsaf when describing himsdlf as “the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you
Gentiles’
b. Lest they betroubled at whatever tribulations he endured as a prisoner (Ep 3:13), Paul stresses
the fact that:
1) Hisgpodtleship to the Gentiles (even with its tribulations) was a gift to him through the
wonderful grace of God - Ep 3:2-7
2) His purpose was to “preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Chrigt” - Ep
3:8-11
3) That in Chrigt he had “boldness and access with confidence through faith” in Christ - Ep
3:12

2. Having completed hisbrief interruption, in Ep 3:14-21 Paul now continues with his second prayer
for the Ephesians (the first having beenin Ep 1:15-23)

3. The phrase “For thisreason...” (Ep 3:14; dso 3:1) indicates that Paul expresses hisprayer in
response to those things mentioned earlier, such as
a. Thewonderful sdvation by grace through faith - Ep 2:1-10
b. Thework by Christ on the cross whereby Gentiles can now become “fellow heirs, of the same
body, and partakers of His promisg’ - Ep 2:11-22; 3.6

[With gratitude in his heart for God' s grace toward the Gentiles, Paul now prays in their bendf, sarting
with...]

|. THE“INVOCATION” (14-15)

A. POSTURE IN PRAYER...

1. Inthisprayer, Paul “bowsthe knee”, a posture in prayer commonly found throughout the
Scriptures - cf. Lk 22:41; Ac 9:40; 20:36; 21:5

2. However, there does not appear to be an “officid posture’ when it comesto prayer...
a.  Solomon “stood” when he prayed to dedicate the temple - 1 Kin 8:22
b. David“sat” before the Lord when he prayed about the future of his kingdom - 1 Chr

17:16

c. Jesus“fdl on Hisface® when He prayed in Gethsemane - Mt 26:39

B. THE ADDRESSEE IN PRAYER...
1. The pattern and example of prayer in the New Testament church was.
a “To” theFather - Ep 3:14; 5:20
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b. “Inthenameof’ or “through” the Lord Jesus Christ - Ep 5:20; Co 3:17
c. And“in” the Spirit - Ep 6:18; Ju 20; cf. Ro 8:26-27

2. Thereislittle evidence of anyone praying “to” Jesus, and even less of praying “to” the Holy
Spirit; clearly it isthe Father to whom we are to address our prayers - cf. Mt 6:9

[To the Father, then, Paul addresses his prayer. The prayer itsdf is divided into three parts (indicated in
the Greek by the word “ hina”), and islike a staircase with three steps, each step leading to the next...]

II. THE“PETITION” (16-19)

A. TO BE STRENGTHENED BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD... (16-17)
1. Paul had mentioned earlier about God' s power “toward uswho believe” - Ep 1:19
2. Now he praysthat the Ephesans might be “srengthened with might”
3. Such grength is “according to the riches of His glory”
4. God's grength is administered “through His Spirit in (lit., into) the inner mart’
a. A Chrigian' s body is “the temple of the Holy Spirit whoisinyou’ - cf. 1 Co 6:19
b. Onedesgn of theindweling Soirit isto hep one “put to death the deeds of the body”
- c¢f. R0 8:11-13
5. But the purpose of such “grengthening” by the Spirit in our text isfor a different purpose,
fird hinted a in verse 17...
a. Firg, that “ Christ may dwell in your heartsthrough faith”
1) To the degree God strengthens (by the Spirit) the believer’s “inner mari’, o it is
sad that Christ Himsdlf indwells the heart of the believer
2) Thusthe Spirit isthe insrumenta agent by which Chrigt indwellsthe believer, just as
Ep 2:22 suggests the Spirit isingtrumenta agent by which God inhabits His church
b. Second, that they may be*rooted and grounded in love”
1) Onework of the Holy Spirit in the life of the beiever isto indill the love of God in
the heart - cf. Ro 5:5; Ga 5:22
2) When grengthened by God through the Spirit in the inner man, one becomes
“rooted and grounded in love”

[Strengthened by God through His Spirit, so that Christ is dwelling in our hearts and we are well-
established “in love”, the next stepis...]

B. TO COMPREHEND THE LOVE OF CHRIST... (18-19a)
1. “may be ABLE..”
a. Theword “abdle” means “to be eminently able; to have full strength’
b. Thusthe prayer for srength in the first part of the prayer - Ep 3:16
2. *..tocomprehend”
a. l.e,tounderstand, to grasp
b. AsPaul sayslater in verse 19, “to know...”
3. ltisthe“love of Chrig” that Paul is praying that we be strong to grasp...
a. Hewantsusto know everything about this wonderful love (“width and length...”)
b. But thislove of Christ is something which “passes knowledge™!
1) Howisit possblefor usto “know’ thelove of Chrig, if it “passes knowledge”?
2) Only in the sense that no matter how much we learn about Christ’s love, even with
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the strength God' s Spirit provides, there is aways much more to grasp!

3) “..thereisareal knowledge of Christ’slove possibleto us, a knowledge
that is capable of increase aswe are the more strengthened by power in the
inner man, while a complete or exhaustive knowledge must ever remain
beyond our capacity.” (The Expositor’'s Greek Testament, W. Robertson Nicall,
editor, val. 3, p. 316)

[1tisonly aswe begin to know the love of Christ that passes knowledge that we are beginning to
experience the last step for which Paul is praying...]

C. TOBEFILLEDWITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD... (19b)

1.
2.

Thisisthe objective, the god, of dl that was said previoudy

One beginsto befilled with “dl the fullness of God”...

a. Asthey are strengthened by God (i.e., the Father)

b. Which isthrough His Spirit (i.e, the Holy Spirit)

c. Whereby in ther hearts may dwdl the Chrigt (i.e., the Son)

With the help of the al members of the Godhead, then, oneis “filled’ the more they begin to
comprehend the wonderful “love of Chrigt” (“For in Him dwells dl the fullness of the
Godhead bodily” - cf. Co 2:9)

[Such isthe petition that Paul makes on behdf of the Ephesians...

1. That they be strengthened by the Spirit of God
2. Sothey can comprehend the love of Christ
3. And thus befilled with dl the fullness of God

Is God “able” to fulfill this petition? Thereis no doubt in Paul’ s mind, as we see how he closes the

prayer...]

[II.THE “DOXOLOGY” (20-21)

A. GLORY TO GOD, FOR WHAT HEISABLE TO DO... (20)

1.
2.

As Paul ascribes praise to God, he does so for what he confident God is able to do

As expressed by Paul, God's “ahility to do” is...

a. “exceedingly abundantly above dl that we ask or think” (far beyond our imagination!)
b. “according to the power that worksin us” - cf. Ep 1:19; 3:16

B. GLORY TO GOD, IN THE CHURCH BY CHRIST JESUSFOREVER... (21)

1.
2.

Paul sees “the church’” as the means by which much glory can be given to God
Certanly if Paul’s prayer is answered...

a Tha “dl thesants’ may be able to comprehend the love of Christ - Ep 3:18

b. Tha they may al be*filled with dl the fullness of God’ - Ep 3:19

...the church will have the potentid to bring much glory to God! - c¢f. 2 Th 1:11-12

Of course, such potentid isto come only “by Christ Jesus”; but if it does, then it will be
“throughout dl ages, world without end”!
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CONCLUSION

1. Dowedesreto give God glory throughout al ages, world without end?
a. Weought to, in view of dl things we have consdered in Ep 1-3
b. If s, thenit must be “by Jesus Chrigt”, and that can be only aswe...
1) Cometo know thelove of Christ which passes knowledge
2) Allow ourselvesto “befilled with dl the fullness of God’

2. How can we be sure to befilled with dl the fullness of God?

a. For onewho isdready a Chrigtian, we should follow Paul’ s example and start with prayer (such
astheonein our text)...

b. For onewho is not a Chrigtian, then one needs first to become a child of God - cf. Ga 3:26-27

In our next lesson, we will begin to consder how we can “wak” so asto bring glory to God...
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Walking Together In Unity

Ephesians 4:1-16

INTRODUCTION

1.

For three chapters, Paul has dedlt with “ doctrine” in which he has described both:
a. Our soiritud “ possessions” in Chrig (1)
b. Our spiritud “ position” in Chrigt (2,3)

In the remaining three chapters of this epistle, Paul will focuson * duty”, i.e., respongbilities that are
ours because of the blessings we enjoy as described in the previous chapters

Of the blessings described, one upon which Paul eaborated isthe “ unity” that we have in Christ
by virtue of Hiswork on the cross...

a. Hehasreconciled both Jew and Gentileto God in * one body” - Ep 2:14-16

b. Now, Gentiles can be fellow heirs, of the“ same body” - Ep 3:6

It should not be surprising, then, that the firgt duty that Paul exhorts usto fulfill is* to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” - Ep 4:3

a. Chrig “attained” this unity by Hiswork on the cross

b. Ourtask isto “mantan” it

[Beginning, then, with acharge to “ walk worthy of the calling with which you were called’ (Ep
4:1), Paul describes how to have a“worthy wak”, and that is by displaying...]

THE“ATTITUDES” FOR MAINTAINING UNITY (1-3)

A. LOWLINESS...
1. Thisword means.

a. Thehaving ahumble opinion of one’s sdif

b. A deep sense of one’s (mord) littleness

c. Modesty, humility, lowliness of mind

Thisvirtue is necessary in order in order to properly vaue others around you - cf. Ph 2:3-4

3. Without this virtue, membersin the body begin trying to be the “head” of the body, arole
reserved only for Christ

N

B. GENTLENESS...

1. Thisword can be trandated as gentleness, mildness, meekness

2. Itisnot aquality of weakness, but of power under control
a. Moseswas ameek man (Num 12:3), but capable of great strength and boldness
b. Jesuswas“meek and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29), but we see where He drove the

money changers out of the temple

3. Thusitisbeing gentle, even when thereisthe potentid for being harsh, but gentlenessis

more conducive for maintaining unity
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C. LONG-SUFFERING...
1. Theideahereisone of patience, forbearance, longsuffering, downess in avenging wrongs
2. When the body consists of members who are not perfect, and often sin againgt each other,
maintaining unity is not possible unless they are willing to endure each other’ simperfections

D. BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE...
1. Smilar to longsuffering, “bearing” means to sustain, to beer, to endure
2. What makes such “longauffering” and “forbearance” possble is another virtue: “love”
3. AsPaul wrotein his chapter onlove: “love sufferslong...is not provoked” - 1 Co 13:4-5
4. Indeed, the virtue of loveisthe “tie” that binds al these virtues together - cf. Co 3:12-14

E. ENDEAVOR...
1. Displaying these virtues does not come naturaly nor easy, nor does maintaining unity
2. Thusthe need for much effort, as Paul uses aword which means “to exert one’ s sAf,
endeavor, give diligence’

[Only by giving diligenceto display ALL these virtues, can we hopeto “ keep (maintain) the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ep 4:3). But just asimportant as having the right “attitudes’, is
understanding and holding to...]

II. THE*BASIS’ OF UNITY (4-6)

A. ONE BODY...
1. Thisrefersto the body of Chrigt, the church - Ep 1:22-23
2. Of course, Paul spesks here of the church in the “universal” sense
a. The“body” of saved believers throughout the world
b. Of which Chrigtisthe “head”, and “savior of the body” - Ep 5:23
3. Whilethere may be many “locd” churches (congregations), there is only ONE “universal”
church, with ONE “head” - Jesus Chrigt!

B. ONE SPIRIT...

1. Thiswould bethe Holy Spirit

2. Who has dready been described in this epistle...

a.  As“theHoly Spirit of promisg” - Ep 1:13

As “the guarantee of our inheritance” - Ep 1:14
By Whom both Jew and Gentile have access to the Father - Ep 2:18
In Whom God habitats those who are being built a“holy temple” - Ep 2:21-22
By Whom the “mystery of Christ” was revealed to the apostles and prophets - Ep 3.5
Through Whom God strengthens with might  the inner man - Ep 3:16
As the One whose “unity”’ is to be maintained in the bond of peace- Ep 4:3

@0 oo0CoC

C. ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING...
1. For Paul, thispertains primarily to “the resurrection of the dead” - Ac 23:6; 24:15; Ro 8:
23-24; cf. 1 Co 15:19-23; Ph 3:10-11,20-21;
2. Which necessarily includes such concepts of “sdvation” (1 Th 5:8) and “eternd life” (Ti
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1:2; 3.7)
. ONE LORD...

1. Thisrefersto Jesus, of course-1 Co 8:5-6
2. Whom God has made “both Lord and Chridt” - Ac 2:36

. ONE FAITH...

1. Thisthebody of truth, “the faith’, which Jude says was “once for al ddivered to the saints’
- Jude3

2. ltisthat “pattern of sound words’ of that Paul taught Timothy (2 Ti 1:13), and which he
was to commit to faithful men (2 Ti 2:2)

3. Wefind this“pattern of sound words’ in the pages of the New Testament, which contains
that which dl Chrigians must believe

. ONE BAPTISM ...

1. Thisisthe baptiam...
a. Commanded by Jesus- Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16
b. Preached and commanded by His apostles - Ac 2:38; 10:48
c. By which those who submit to are added to the Lord’ s body, the church - Ac 2:42,47
2. l.e, the baptism in which a penitent believer isimmersed in water for the remisson of Sns
and the gift of the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38; 10:47-48

. ONE GOD AND FATHER...
1. The Father, Who together with the Son and Holy Spirit, makes up the “Godhead”
2. Notethat Paul emphasizes both:
a. Hispersondity (“Father of dl”)
b. Histranscendence and omnipresence (“who isabove dl, and through dl, and in you
dl”)

[These “saven ones’ condtitute “the unity of the Spirit” that as Christians we must be so diligent to keep
“in the bond of peace’. Not one of theseis “nonessentid”! E.g., just as crucid as maintaining who the
“One Lord” is, so we must be steadfast in holding to the “One Baptism’!

To assg usin our effortsto “keep the unity of the Spirit”, Chrigt has given to His church certain “gifts’.
Let’snow consder ...]

III.THE “GIFTS” FOR UNITY (7-16)

A. THE SOURCE OF THESE GIFTS... (7-10)

1. They come from the bounty of Christ’s grace (7)
2. Asprophesied, they were given after Christ ascended to heaven (8-10)

B. THE NATURE OF THESE GIFTS... (11)

1. IsPaul referring to “spiritud gifts’ (cf. 1 Co 12:1-11), or “functions’?
a If “soiritud gifts’, then we should read verse 11 to say “gave someto...”
b. If “functions”, then verse 11 should read “gave someto be...”
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Cc. Theuseof “doreas’ and “domata’ instead of “charismata’ in ver ses 7-8 suggests Paul
hasin mind “functions”, and not “spiritud gifts’
2. Underganding it as “functions’, we see that Christ gave someto be...
a. APOSTLES
1) Those who were to be eye-witnesses of the resurrection - Ac 1:15-22
2) Ther rolein the church was foundationa, necessary to the establishment of the
church - Ep 2:20
3) Assuch, their work or function was temporary
b. PROPHETS
1) Thesewereinspired men and women used in the process of revelation - Ep 3:5; cf.
Ac 2:17; 11:28; 21:9
2) Aswith the gpogtles, their role was foundational, necessary to the establishment of
the church - Ep 2:20
3) Just as apostles were not replaced, so the prophet’ s role was temporary - cf. 1 Co
13:8
c. EVANGELISTS
1) Literdly, “bearers of good news’
2) Theseareindividuds like Philip (Ac 21:8), who proclaimed the gospel of Christ
both publicly and privately - cf. Ac 8: 5-13, 26-40
3) Timothy was charged to “do the work of an evangdis” - 2 Ti 4:5
4) Unlike gpostles and prophets, their work does not involve “laying the foundatior’,
but rather building upon that which is dready laid, which they do every timethey
lead someone to Chrigt
5) Therefore, their work or function continues to the present
c. PASTORSAND TEACHERS
1) It may bethat Paul intended these terms to describe one function (because “some”
IS not repeated)
a) Theroleof “pastor” (shepherd) certainly requires “feeding” or teaching
b) Whilethereisindication dsawhere that there was a specid function of
“teachers’ inthelocd church-Ac 13:1; 1 Co 12:28-29; 2 Ti 1:11; Ja3:1
2) Theterm “pastor” isfound only herein the Scriptures, but from Ac 20:17,28 and
1 Pe 5:1-2 it becomes clear that “pastors, shepherds, elders, presbyters, bishops,
overseers’ are aImply different terms describing the spiritud leaders of loca
congregations
3) Thenature of thework of “pastors and teachers’ (i.e., overseeing and feeding the
flock of God) naturdly follows the work of the evangdists
4) And like the function of evangdig, continues to the present
d. What about DEACONS?
1) Clearly Paul does not intend this passage in Ephesians to be an exhaugtive list of
functionsin the Lord' s church, for he does not mention deacons - cf. Ph 1:1; 1 Ti
3:8
2) Butthelig isadequate to illustrate the point: Chrigt has given “gifts’ to His church!

C. THE PURPOSE OF THESE GIFTS... (12-16)
1. To prepare members of the body for service (“equip the saints for work of ministry”)
2. To build up the members of the body (“edify the body of Chrig”), so they...
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a. Can grow to maturity (13)
1) Possessing the unity of thefaith
2) Having the knowledge of the Son of God
3) Measuring up to the stature expected of thosein Christ
b.  Will not be children (14)
1) Tossed to and fro by every doctrine that comes along
2) Easly decaived by cunning and false teachers
c. Butingead will be“growing upward” as the body of Christ (15-16)
1) Growing up indl thingsinto the Head, Chrigt
2) From which the whole body can grow, provided every part doesit share
3) Made possible dso aswe “gpesk the truth in love” and “edify itsdf in love’

CONCLUSION

1. If wecanjud...
a. Digplay the “attitudes’ necessary for unity
b. Holdfast to the“bass” upon which our unity rests
c. Utlizethe“gifts’ Christ has given to assure we dl come to the unity of the faith
...then Chrigt’ swork on the crosswill not beinvan! - cf. Ep 2:16

2. Not only that, but then we will dso have truly conduct ourselvesin a manner “worthy of the caling
with which you werecdled” - Ep 4:1
a. Wewere cdled to be “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God’
- Ep 219
b. Wewere cdled to be “aholy templein the Lord”, “ahabitation of God in the Spirit” - Ep 2:
21-22
c. Wewere cdled to “make known the manifold wisdom of God” - Ep 3:10

Areyou doing dl you can as amember of the body of Chrigt to “walk together in unity”, and by so
doing walk in manner worthy of our cdling?
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Walking In Truth And Holiness

Ephesians 4:17-32

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe previous lesson, we saw where Paul began to describe our “ duty” to “walk worthy of the
calling with which you werecalled’ - Ep 4:1

2. Indoing so, hefirg cdled usto “ walk together in unity” by admonishing usto...
a. Digilay the* attitudes’ crudid for maintaining unity - Ep 4:2-3
b. Understand the “basis” of the unity we havein Chrig - Ep 4:4-6
c. Utilizethe* gifts” given by Chrigt to His church that serves to keep the body of Christ together
and growing - Ep 4:7-16

3. Inthelast haf of chapter four (Ep 4:17-32), Paul continues to describe the sort of “walk” thet is
worthy of our caling, especidly as* a holy templein theLord” (cf. Ep 2:21-22)

a. Wheressthefirg hdf emphasized “ walking together in unity”
b. Thissection emphaszes*” walking in truth and holiness’

[We begin, then, in ver se 17 with...]

|. THE ADMONITION (17-24)

A. NO LONGER WALK LIKE THE REST OF THE GENTILES... (17-19)
1. They walk “in thefutility of their mind” - How s0?
a. It gartswith the “hardening of their heart”
b. Which leadsto “ignorance that isin them’
c. Because of such ignorance they are “dienated from the life of God”
d. And that results “having their understanding darkened”
- Notice where Jesus describes this same process - c¢f. Mt 13:14-15
2. Ther walk is* past feding” - asindicated by the fact they...
a. “have given themsaves over to licentiousness’ (i.e., unbridled lust, excess)
b. “work dl uncleanness with greediness’
--  Desengtized, they seek after ever-increasing forms moral depravity - cf. Ro 1:18-32

B. INSTEAD, WALK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE HOLINESS... (20-24)
1. Thisishow you learned Christ
a.  Asyou heard Him and were taught by Him (through His agpostles, of course - cf. Mt
28:19-20)
b. InWhomisthetruth - cf. Jn 8:31-31; 14:6
2. For you weretaught to“ put off” the*old man”
a. Thatis, your “former conduct”, how you behaved before you were saved - cf. Co 3:
5-9
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b. Putting off the old man is needed because it is never content, but “grows corrupt
according to the decaitful lugts’ (like addictive drugs, you aways need more)

3. Andto“berenewed in the spirit of your mind”

a. Whichisthekey to true “trandformation’ - cf. Ro 12:1-2

b. You“renew” your mind only asyou “set your mind on things above” - cf. Co 3:1-2
4. And to* put on the new man’

a. A new man “which was created according to God” - cf. Co 3:10

b. A new man, “in righteousness and true holiness” - cf. Co 3:12-17

[In giving the admonition “No longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles’, Paul has made it clear that it
involves both a“putting off” and a“putting or’. 1.e., our “Walking In Truth And Holiness’ is not
just abunch of “Thou Shalt Not's’, there are so some “Thou Shdt’s’.

To illugtrate further the difference between the “old man” (how the rest of the Gentiles walk) and the
“new mar’ (how Chrigtians are to walk), we find Paul making...]

II. THE APPLICATION (25-32)

A.

CASE IN POINT: LYING... (25)

1. The*old mar thinks nothing of lying

2. The“new man’ puts away lying, and in its place speaks truth with his neighbor (especidly to
those who members of the same body)

. CASE IN POINT: ANGER... (26-27)

1. The“old man’ getsangry and letsit linger, or get out of control
2. The“new mar’ may get angry, but does not...
a. Leitlinger (“do not let the sun go down on your wrath’
b. Allow it to prompt sinful behavior (“nor give place to the devil”)

CASE IN POINT: STEALING... (28)
1. The“old man’ iswilling to sted
2. The“new man’ not only stops stealing, but works so he can help othersin need!

CASE IN POINT: CORRUPT COMMUNICATION... (29)

1. The“old man’ doesn't worry or care what comes out of his mouth

2. The"new mar’ not only avoids “corrupt communication’, but seeks to speak that which is
uplifting to those who hear

SUMMARY ... (30-32)

1. Why be concerned about putting off the “old man’ and putting on the “new mari’?
a. When Chrigtians act like the “old mar’, it grieves the Holy Soirit
b. By the Holy Spirit we were sedled for the day of redemption - cf. Ep 1:13-14

2. Therefore, we ought to put avay those things befitting the “old man” (bitterness, wrath,
anger, clamor, evil spesking, maice)

3. Init’splace we need to put on those things befitting the “new man’ (being kind, tender
hearted, forgiving one another just as God forgives usin Christ)
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CONCLUSION

1. What acontrast there would be if dl those in the church truly carried out the admonition to “ Walk
In Truth And Holiness’!
a. The church would stand out like “acity thet isset on ahill”! - cf. Mt 5:14-16
b. And the world, though it now has “their understanding darkened”, might be more likdly to come
to see the truth that isin Jesus
c. But what hopeisthereif the church is more like the world than the “holy temple” it isto be?

2. Brethren, arewe* grieving the Holy Spirit of God” ?
a. Whiletheincreasing worldlinessin our society naturaly concerns us...
b. Let'sbecareful not to react with attitudes that are more in keeping with the “old man’

c. But having been “sedled for the day of redemption’, let’s be sure to react in “righteousness and
true holiness’

In our next lesson, we will see that “walking worthy of our cdling” dso involves“ Walking In L ove,
Light, And Wisdom™ ...
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Walking In Love, Light, And Wisdom

Ephesians 5:1-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Though we now enter chapter five, we are il noticing how to “wak worthy of the caling with
which you werecdled” - Ep 4:1
a. Wehavebeen “cdled’ to be...
1) “holy and without blame before Himin love” - Ep 1.4
2) “sonshy Jesus Chrigt to Himsdf” - Ep 1.5
3) “fdlow dtizenswiththesants’ - Ep 2:19
4) “members of the household of God” - Ep 2:19
5) “aholy templeintheLord” - Ep 2:21
6) “fedlow hers, of the same body, and partakers of Hispromisein Christ” - Ep 3.6
b. What sort of “wak” isworthy of such acdling? So far we have seen that it is one in which we

are.

1) Waking Together In Unity - Ep 4:1-16
2) Wadking In Truth And Holiness - Ep 4:17-32

2. Aswe come into thefifth chapter, we learn that our “wak” (or conduct) which isworthy of our
cdling isonein which we...
a WadklInLove-Ep5:1-7
b. Wak AsLight - Ep 5:8-14
c. Wak AsWise-Ep5:15-21

[“Walking In Love, Light, And Wisdom”: why isthis so important? Asindicated in Ep 5:1, we are
to be “followers of God as dear children’; and just as God is “love, light, and wisdom’” personified, o
we should try to imitate our Father! Therefore, consider how we should...]

|. WALK IN LOVE (1-7)

A. FOLLOWING CHRIST ASOUR EXAMPLE... (1-2)

1.
2.
3.

Jesus certainly hasloved us and given Himsdf for us
He offered Himsdf to God as an offering and sacrifice in our behdf
Let His example teach us how to “wdk in love” - cf. Jn 13:34-35; 1Jn 3:16-17

B. WITH ALOVE THAT ISPURE... (3-7)

1
2.

3.

Our love should be free from any hint of immorality or greed - Ep 5:3

Even words or jokes suggestive of immorality or greed are unbecoming those who are
“sants’ (holy, set apart for God's purpose) - Ep 5:4

Thisis aserious concern, for immora or greedy persons have no inheritance in the kingdom
of Chrigt, but instead will experience the full wrath of God! - Ep 5:5-7

[“Walk In Love”, with alove that is sacrificid and free from any hint of persond gain (either sexud or
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monetary)...that isthe kind of “wak” worthy of our cdling as“saints’. Our “wak” aso bearsthe
responsbility of being a postive influence in the world in which we live, and this Paul discusses aswe
now consider our need to...]

. WALK ASLIGHT (8-14)

A. WE ARENOW “LIGHT INTHE LORD" ... (8-10)

1.

2.

3.

Before coming to Chrigt, we were once “darkness’ (remember Ep 2: 1-3); but now we are
“light in the Lord” and should walk as “children of light” - Ep 5:8

The“fruit” expected of those “children of light” is*goodness, righteousness and truth” - Ep
5:9

By bearing such fruit, we fulfill our role as*“light” by “proving” (demondrating) what is
well-pleasing to the Lord - Ep 5:10; cf. Ro 12:1-2

B. AS“LIGHT” WE MUST NECESSARILY EXPOSE “DARKNESS’ ... (11-14)

1.

2.

We are not to have fellowship with “unfruitful works of darkness’ - Ep 5:11; eg.,

fornication, uncleanness, covetousness, Ep 5:3-4

Instead, our task isto “expose” them - Ep 5:11b-13

a. Thingsthat we mugt “expose” are often so disgraceful, it is shameful to spesk of them

b. But by “waking in the light” oursalves, we can through example and word expose by
contrast these “works of darkness’

Thus the need to be “light” oursalves, something that comes only from Christ - Ep 5:14

a. Chrig gives“lignt” to those who were spiritually adeep and dead - cf. Ep 2:4-6

b. Some scholars think this verse (14) may have been an early “baptismad hymn”, sung a a
person’s baptism

[To“Walk AsLight” isan awvesome responghility, and some have dlowed the “darkness’ to
overshadow the “light”, rather than the “light” exposing the “darkness’. How can we be sure to carry
out our role as “the children of light”? Thisiswere “wisdom” comesin, and therefore Paul exhorts us

to...]

IHT.WALK ASWISE (15-21)

A. CHARACTERISTICSOF “WALKING ASWISE” ... (15-17)

1.

2.

3.

Doing so with great care - Ep 5:15

a. Theword trandated “circumspectly” means “exactly, accuraidy, diligently”

b. Unlikefools who care little about where they are going or what is happening

Taking advantage of the time availableto one - Ep 5:16

a To“redeemthetime” is“to make wise and sacred use of every opportunity for doing
good, s0 that zeal and well doing are as it were the purchase money by which we make
the time our own” (from the “Online Bible™)

b. Thisisnecessary, because the days are “evil” (bringing toils, annoyances, perils; of a
time full of peril to Chrigtian faith and steadfastness; causing pain and trouble - Online
Bible)

Under ganding thewill of theLord - Ep 5:17

a.  Only by understand the will of the Lord can we be a*“wise people”
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b. Judt aslgad wasto demondrate their wisdom by doing the will of the Lord, so we can
“wak aswisg’ only if we understand Hiswill for us- cf. Deu 4:5-6

B. TOWALK ASWISE REQUIRESBEING “FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT” ... (18-21)
1. Whilethose who “wak asfools” ddight in being filled with wine, those who “wak as wise’
will endeavor to befilled with the Spirit!
2. What evidence is there that one is “filled with the Spirit”? Paul describes threeindications...
a. Oneindicationissnging praises - Ep 5:19
b. Another indication is giving thanks - Ep 5:20
c. A third indication is submitting to one another in the fear of God - Ep 5:21

CONCLUSION

1.

Children of God who ddight in...

a.  Singing praises and making meody in the heart

b. Giving thanks dwaysfor dl thingsto God

c. Submitting to one another in the fear of God

-- demondrate that they are “filled with the Spirit”, and as such, truly are “followers of God as
dear children’ (Ep 5:1)

As children of God, and “filled with the Spirit”, they are able to wak in amanner worthy of ther
cdling, asthey...

a “Wdkinlove”

b. “Wak aslight”

c. “Wdkaswisg’

Brothers and sgtersin Chrigt, welivein aworld...

a. That has perverted the meaning of “love’

b. That takes perverse pleasure in works of darkness

c. That sumblesaround amlesdy, like drunken fools

--  Canwe not see the need for the people of God today to live up to their “cdling’, and to “prove
what is acceptable in the Lord™?

May Gad fill His children with His Spirit...
a.  Sotha wecantruly “wdk inlove”, “wdk aslight”, and “walk aswise”’
b. And thereby show to the world the “fruit of the Spirit” (i.e., goodness, righteousness, and truth)!
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Making Known God’s Wisdom
By Our Families

Ephesians 5:22-6:9

INTRODUCTION

1. Uptothispoint Paul has been describing how we can “have awak worthy of the caling with which
youwerecdled” - Ep 4:1

2. We have seen that conduct “worthy of the caling” involves
a  Wadkingin unity - Ep 4:1-16
b. Waking in truth and holiness - Ep 4:17-32
c. Wadking in love, waking aslight, and walking aswise - Ep 5:1-21

3. Inwhat might appear &t first to be an abrupt change of direction, Paul begins to describe how
various family members are to conduct themsdves - Ep 5:22-6:9
a  Therespongbilities of wives - Ep 5:22-24
b. The responshilities of husbands - Ep 5:25-33
c. Theresponghilities of children - Ep 6:1-3
d. Theresponghilities of fathers - Ep 6:4
e. Theregponghilities of servants - Ep 6:5-8
f.  Therespongbilities of masters - Ep 6:9

4. But the subject matter isreally not so aorupt as it may appear, for Paul mentioned earlier...
a. How the church is to “make known the manifold wisdom of God” - Ep 3:10
b. How wearetowak in “wisdonT’ - Ep 5:15-17
..and it isthrough family relaionships that we can often do this more successfully than in any other

way!

5. How canthisbe? Wdl, it isthrough our families that we interact o much with the society in which
welive...
a. Through marriage we immediately come into contact with another family (our “in-laws”)
b. Through children we develop relationships with those in their schoals, their neighborhood, etc.

6. Thusit isthrough our families we have great potentid to demongrate the wisdom of God...
a. The same principles that underlie the gospd message (submission, love, sacrifice, obedience,
honesty, fairness) are to be digplayed in our family relationships
b. By example, then, we can demongrate in our families what is truly good and right (i.e., God's
will), and prepare others to be receptive to the gospe message!

[Thus Paul is not abruptly changing direction, but continues to talk about those sort of things which are
crucid to having a“wak worthy of the caling with which you were cdled’. Consider, then, how those
who “walk worthy” conduct themselvesin regardsto...]
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. MARITAL RESPONSIBILITIES (5:22-33)

A. THE DUTY OF WIVES... (22-24)
1. They areto submit to their husbandsin everything...
a. Jud asthey areto submit to the Lord (“asto the Lord”)
b. Just asthe church issubject to Christ
2. Thereason: the husband is head of the wife, just as Christ is head of the church
a.  Any time you have organization that is functiond, you must have some chain of authority
b. Inthefamily, it is God' s Will that the husband be the head of the wife, and that parents
be over their children
3. Hereisan opportunity for wives to demondirate the wisdom and vaue of an important
principlein God' swill: that of submisson!
a. Jesustaught by both word and example of the importance of submission - cf. Jn 13:
12-17; Mk 10:42-45
b. Indeed we dl are to submit in one way or another - Ja 4:7; Ep 5:21
c. Through their submission, wives prove that God swill is best in such matterd

B. THEDUTY OF HUSBANDS... (25-30)
1. They areto lovethar wives...
a. Jugt as Chrigt loved the church, i.e,, with asacrificid love desgned to bless and benefit
their wives
b. Jud asthey love their own bodies, i.e,, with alove that nourishes and cherishes their
wives
2. Jus asthe wives have the opportunity to demonstrate God' s wisdom concerning
submission, so husbands are given the opportunity to demonsgtrate Christ’ s love...
a. Asthe head over His church, Jesus rules as a “benevolent monarch’
b. Some think such a concept as “benevolent monarch’ isimpossible (as per the saying,
“Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely”)
¢. But when ahushand exercises his authority as head of the family with the kind of love
Jesus digplays while ruling over His church, they demondrate not only the possibility,
but the wisdom of a benevolent monarchy!

[Indeed, the “marriage” between aman and awoman can reflect the relationship that exists between
Chrigt and the church (31-32). Buit this can hagppen only if...

1) A husband exercises his authority with love (33a)
2) A wife submitsto her husband with respect (33b).
Just asthere are “maritd respongbilities’, so there are...]

II. FAMILIAL RESPONSBILITIES (6:1-9)

A. THE DUTY OF CHILDREN... (1-3)
1. Children areto obey their parentsin away that honors them
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There are certainly tempora benefits for such obedience (“that it may be well with you...”)

3. Butthere are dso spiritua repercussions - cf. Co 3:20 (“for thisiswdl pleasing to the
Lord")

4. And by their example, children can show the vaue of obedience to the commands of God

B. THEDUTY OF FATHERS... (4)

1. Fathersare charged both negatively and positively..
a. DON’T provoke children to wreth (i.e., discipline without love)
b. DO bring them up in the “training and admonitior’ of the Lord (i.e., discipline tempered

with love)

2. Intheworld, people usudly fdl into two extremes of child-rasng:
a. Discipline without love (child abuse)
b. Lovewithout discipline (permissveness)

3. But when fathers properly administer both love and discipline, by example they show how
God raises His own children in the family of God - ¢f. He 12:5-11

C. THEDUTY OF SERVANTS... (5-8)

1. IntheFirgt Century A.D., servants were an intricate part of many households, which may
explain Paul including indructions to them and mastersin this and pardlel passages - cf. Co
3:18-4:1

2. Chrigtians who were servants were expected to exemplify the proper kind of obedience
required of dl Chrigtians...

a. Obedience with fear and trembling - cf. Ph 2:10

b. Obediencein sincerity of heart, asto Christ Himsdlf

c. Obedience with good will, asto the Lord

d. Obedience with an understanding that the Lord is an impartid Judge

3. Inthisway even daves could demondgtrate by example what true obedience was according
to the Will of God

D. THEDUTY OF MASTERS... (9)
1. Those Christians who had daves (like Philemon) were charged to treat their servantsin very
specid ways.
a. “do the samethingsto then, i.e, ther treatment of daves should be governed by the
same sort of principles given to the servants...
1) “with fear and trembling, in Sncerity of heart, asto Chrigt”
2) “not with eyesarvice...but as servants of Chrit, doing the will of God from the
heart”
3) “with good will...asto the Lord, and not to men’
4) “knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will recaeive the same from the
Lord...”
b. Inparticular, Chrisgtian dave-owners were to give up threatening and to remember that
God shows no respect of persons
2. By thelr example, masters could demonstrate the proper exercise of authority, and reved
much about how our Master in heaven rules over usin the kingdom of God!
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CONCLUSION

1. How we conduct oursalvesin our marriage and family relationships can greetly effect our effortsto
make known “the manifold wisdom of God"...
a. Marriages and families that are “dysfunctiona” serve only to belie the clams we make about the
gospd and its power to transform lives
b. Whereas marriages and families based upon the teachings of God’'s Word can speak volumes
asto the vadue of principlesinherent in the gospd; such principles as:
1) Submitting to God and others in authority
2) Exercsng authority with sacrificid love
3) Obeying those placed over us by God
4) Deveoping others through training and admonition, not intimidation
5) Rendering sarvice that is sncere, not hypocritica
6) Exercisng authority with justice and fairness

2. Soaswe endeavor to “wak worthy of the cdling” that we have in Chri, let’s not overlook those
areas where it ismogst imperative to have a“worthy wak”: in our marriages and familied
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Standing Strong In The Armor Of God

Ephesians 6:10-24

INTRODUCTION

1. “Finally, my brethren...” - With these words Paul beginsto draw his epistleto aclose, an epistle
in which he has beatifully described:
a. The Chrigian' s possessions in Chrigt (“every spiritud blessing’) - chapter 1
b. The Chrigian' s position in Chrig (“fdlow citizens with saints and members of the household of
God”) - chapters 2-3
c. TheChrigian's purposein Chrig (“to have awak worthy of the cdling”) - chapters 4-6

2. To dfectivey carry out our “purpose’, Paul’ sfinad concern isthat the Chrigtian be “strong” - Ep 6:
10-20

3. Inthislesson, the lagt of this series on Ephesians, we shdl consider what Paul has to say about
“Standing Strong In The Armor Of God”

[We begin by noticing...]

|. THE SOURCE OF THISSTRENGTH (10-11a)

A. THISSTRENGTH COMESFROM THE LORD, NOT OURSELVES...

1. Notethat Paul says...
a. “bestrongintheLord”
b. “inthe power of Hismight”

2. ThusPaul gatesthat thereis*strength’” and “power” available for the Christian beyond
their own!
a. Which Paul dready referred to earlier in thisepistle - cf. Ep 1:19; 3:16,20
b. Which Paul refersto in his epigtle to the Philippians - cf. Ph 2:12-13; 4:13

B. THISSTRENGTH COMESFROM “THE ARMOR OF GOD" ...
1. Itis“amor” that God supplies
2. Itis“armor” that we mug “put on’, i.e, it is not something we have in of ourseves

[The point is, we are not |eft to our own feeble strength, but thereis “divine srength’” that we can “put
on’ to protect usin the “battles” we must face. Speaking of “battles’, we next consider...]

II. THE NEED FOR THIS STRENGTH (11b-13)

A. TO STAND AGAINST THE WILESOF THE DEVIL...
1. Satan hasvarious “wiles’ (lit., cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery), but Christians need not
be ignorant of his“devices’ - cf. 2Co 2:11
2. For example, some of Satan's “schemes’ are;
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a. Blinding peopleviafdsedoctrine-2 Co 4:3-4; 1 Ti 4:1-3
b. Enticing peopleto indulgein illicit desires of the flesh and mind - Ep 2:1-3
c. Bringing persecution upon those who try to do right - 1 Pe 5:8-9
3. Only with the Lord's help can we overcome the wicked one-2Th 3:3; 1.Jn 2:13-14
(note the comments to “young men’)

B. TOWRESTLE AGAINST “SPIRITUAL HOSTSOF WICKEDNESS' ...

1. Not only Satan, but we battle against:
a. Principdities and powers
b. Rulersof the darkness of thisage
c. Spiritud hosts of wickednessin the heavenly places

2. l.e, there are demonic forces at play
a. Demonic “possession’ may not exist today asit did in the days of Chrigt
b. Thereare certainly demonic “influences’, such as “doctrines of demons” - 1 Ti 4:1-3

[We may not fully understand how the “rulers of the darkness’ operate, but clearly we see the need for
al the strength God provides usin order to “stand” againgt such forces. What is the strength God
provides? Aswe continuein our text, Paul explains...]

I1l.THE NATURE OF THIS STRENGTH (14-20)

A. ITISTHE “WHOLE” ARMOR OF GOD...

1. Noteverses1l and 13

2. Tobeableto...
a “dand agang the wiles of the devil”
b. “withgand in the evil day’
...we need, not part, but the whole armor God provides the Chrigtian!

3. l.e, every dement Paul now describesis essentid to be “strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might”

B. THE“WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD” INVOLVES...
1. TRUTH, which serveslike a belt
a. Itwill hold our life together with a sense of direction and purpose
b. Truth can free usfrom sin, which can easlly ‘beset’ us- cf. Jn 8:32-34; He 12:1
2. RIGHTEOUSNESS, which guardslike a breastplate
a. Doing that which isgood and right will guard our hearts (emotions)
b. Otherwise, ungodly living brings on emationd guilt aswell asajudicid guilt
c. Paul may dso have reference to the “righteousness of Chrigt”, that “judtification” found
only in Him that protects us from the accusations of Satan - cf. Ph 3:9
3. THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, which iscrucial to our ability to“ stand”
a. Thegospd isGod's power unto savation - Ro 1:16-17
b. Armed with the gospd, we can have “beatiful feet” than enables us to take the glad
tidings to others - cf. Ro 10:15
4. FAITH, whichislikeashied
a. A grong conviction in God can protect us from every “fiery dart” that Satan can throw
at us (fase doctrine, lugts of the flesh, persecution)
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b. Thisfath comes only from the Word of God - Ro 10:17
5. SALVATION, which islikea helmet
a In1Th5:8, Paul speaks of the “hope of sdvation’ as our hdmet
b. Thusitisthe“hope’ that salvation provides that can protect our minds againg things like
despair and fear
6. THE WORD OF GOD, which isthe" sword of the Spirit”
a. Hereisthe"offendve’ wegpon that Christians must use in their battles, and itisa
powerful one! - He 4:12
b. Withthis“sword” it is possble for the Spirit to “cut to the heart” those who hear the
Word - cf. Ac 2:36-37; 7:54
7. PRAYER, the meansby which we remain “ watchful”
a. Inthe Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus taught that we must “watch and pray, lest you enter
into temptation’ - Mt 26:41
b. Thesort of “watchful prayer” that is effective, is one that iswith...
1) “dl perseverance’ - as Jesus taught in His parable of the persstent widow - Lk
18:1-8
2) “supplication for the sants’ - especidly those with specia needs, even as Paul
asked the Ephesiansto pray for him - Ep 6:19-20

CONCLUSION

1. When we arm ourselves with such qudities as...
a. Truth
Righteousness
The gospd
Faith
The hope of salvation
Theword of God
. Prayer
...then we are “gdrong in the Lord and in the power of Hismight”! - Ep 6:10
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2. With such strength, we are able to resst and stand firm againgt anything Satan throws againg us...
a. But the choiceto “put on the whole armor of God” isup to us
b. Arewe taking care to adorn oursaves with this wonderful armor???

3. Inverses 21-24, Paul concludes this wonderful epidtle...
a With acomment concerning Tychicus, who will bring the brethren up to date about Paul’ s
circumstances - Ep 6:21-22
b. With aclosng benediction, onethat | will useto closethis series of lessons aswell:

“Peaceto the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

“Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in all sincerity.
Amen”
-Ep 6:23-24
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