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Ecclesiastes
Introduction & Prologue (1:1-3)

INTRODUCTION

1. Thebook of Ecclesastes has long fascinated many people...

2.

a. Many fed it isone of must puzzling booksin the Old Testament
b. Itisconsdered by some the most melancholy book of the Bible
c. Itisoften quoted by those who deny that man has a soul which continues after desth

It isnot abook Chrigtians should ignore...
a. Inour materidigtic society, there isa great need to understand its basic message
b. Inour youth-oriented society, it is of specid vaue as its message appears directed to the young

3. Aswith dl Old Testament scripture, it was written...

a. For our learning - Ro 15:4
b. For our admonition-1 Co 10:11
c. For doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness- 2 Ti 3:16-17

[With thislesson, therefore, we begin a series of studies based upon this book. We begin with...]

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK

A. TITLE..
1. Inthe Hebrew Bible, the book is called Qoheleth
a. Which means “the words of the preacher” - cf. Ecc 1:1
b. The term suggests one who speaks to an assembly, an ecclesiagtic or preacher
2. Thetrandators of the Septuagint verson cdled it “ Ekklesiastes”
a. Which dso means* preacher”
b. Derived from the word “ ekklesia” (assembly)

B. AUTHORSHIP...
1. Jewish and early Chrigtian tradition attribute the book to Solomon
2. Theauthor identifies himsdf only as* the son of David, king in Jerusalem” - Ecc 1:1
3. Internd references certainly point to Solomon:
a. Hiswisdom - Ecc 1:16; cf. 1 Kin 3:12
b. Hisbuilding activities - Ecc 2:4-6; cf. 1 Kin 7:1-12
C. Hiswedth - Ecc 2:7-9; cf. 2 Chr 9:13-28

C. DATE..
1. Assuming that Solomon isindeed the author
2. That would place the date of the book around 945 B.C.

D. MESSAGE...
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1. Thefutlity of life“under thesun” - cf. Ecc 1:2,14
a. A key wordis*vanity” (occurs 35 timesin 29 verses), which means “futility,
usel essness, nothingness’
b. A key phraseis*”under the sun” (occurs 29 timesin 27 verses), which suggests “from
an earthly point of view”
--  The book illugtrates the vanity of life when looked at solely from an earthly perspective
2. Theimportance of sarving God throughout life - cf. Ecc 11:9-12:1,13-14
a. Themeaning of lifeisnot found in experiencing the things of thisworld
b. The meaning of lifeisfound in serving the Cregtor of thisworld!

E. THE BOOK CONTAINS“GOADS’ AND “NAILS’...
1. Words of the wise, designed to "goad” or prod our thinking - Ecc 12:11a
2. Words of the preachers (lit., masters of the assemblies), given to “nail” or anchor our lives
- Ecc12:11b
-- Inthis book we will find statements that prod our thinking, and exhortations that provide
dability and direction for living!

[With this brief introduction, let's now congder....]

II. THE PROLOGUE TO THE BOOK

A. AUTHOR IDENTIFIED...

1. “thePreacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem” - Ecc 1.1

2. These are the words of Solomon...
a. A dramatic autobiography of his experiences and observations
b. Some of which, perhaps, while dienated from God! - cf. 1 Kin 11:1-13
c. Some of the preiminary conclusions expressed throughout the book may have been

those drawn while he was il dlienated and searching for meaning

--If written by Solomon, and penned toward the end of hislife, this would be evidence that

Solomon repented before his death

B. THEME STATED...
1. “Vanity of vanities...vanity of vanities, all isvanity” - Ecc 1.2
2. Allisfutile, usdess, meaningless
3. Of course, this vanity pertainsto life“ under the sun” - cf. Ecc 1:14
-- All the effort one makesin life, asfar as"thislife’ is concerned, islike“ grasping for the
wind”!

C. QUESTION RAISED...

1. “What profit hasa man from all hislabor in which hetoilsunder thesun?” - Ecc
1:3

2. Thisisthe question the “Preacher” sought to answer
a. Isthereany vdue or profit for dl the things we do on this earth?
b. If our [abor is meaningless asfar asthislife is concerned, what can we do?

3. Inthisbook he will share...
a. What he learned from persond experience

Sermons From Ecclesiastes 4




Mark A. Copeland

b. What helearned from persond observations
C. Wise counsd based upon the wisdom and ingpiration God gave him

CONCLUSION

1. Solomon beginsto answer his own question in the next verse, which we will save for our next sudy

2. It has been sad that the Bible answers life’ s most often asked questions; e.g...

a

b
C.
d

Whoam 1?

. Wheredid | come from?

Why am | here?

. What am | to be doing?

3. Thebook of Ecclesastes certainly addresses such questions; which iswhy...

a
b.

It isworthy of our careful sudy
It isof vaueto dl, especidly the young
| pray, therefore, that we will hear what the * Preacher” will haveto say to ud

There is another “Preacher”, dso “the son of David’, who is “king in Jerusdlem” aswdll as everywhere
edse HisnameisJesus...

“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Co 2:3).

Have you heeded the words of that Preacher...? - cf. Mt 7:21-23; Mk 16:15-16
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Ecclesiastes
The Preacher’s Search For Meaning - | (1:4-18)

INTRODUCTION

1. Why an| here? What am | to be doing?
a. These are questionsthat nearly everyone asks a some point in their life
b. They are questions that the author of Ecclesiastes sought to address

2. Inour introductory lesson we saw...
a. Theauthor identified - 1:1
1) The Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem
2) l.e, Solomon
b. Thethemestated - 1:2
1) Allisvanity
2) l.e, lifefrom an earthly perspective (“under the sun”) isfutile, meaningless - 1:14
c. Thequestionraised - 1.3
1) What profit isthere for aman from dl hislabor under the sun?
2) l.e, what benefit can one derive from dl his effortsin thislife?

3. Inthefirgt two chapters, Solomon demonstrates how he came to this concluson
a. From his obsarvations regarding the cyclical nature of life and its gpparent meaningless
b. From his own experiences as he sought to find meaning through various avenues

[Aswe continue to listen to the “Preacher”, then, we find him describing...]

. THEFUTILITY OBSERVED IN THE CYCLESOF LIFE

A. NOTHING SEEMSTO CHANGE...
1. The earth gppearsto abide forever, even as generations of men come and go - Ecc 1:4
2. Thesuniscongant with itsrisng and setting - Ecc 1.5
3. Thewinds continue their whirling cycle - Ecc 1:6
4. Thewater cycle dso, asriversrun into the seas, and then through evaporation and rain
return to theriversagain - Ecc 1:7
Looking at nature, it seems nothing ever changes, it just goesin circles and remains the
same!

B. NOTHING SEEMSTO SATISFY...
1. Despitedl our labors, manis never truly satisfied - Ecc 1:8a
2. What satisfaction one may think they have is only apparent and fleeting - Ecc 1:8b
3. Giventime, they soon desre something else

C. NOTHING ISNEW UNDER THE SUN...
1. What will be doneis that which has been done - Ecc 1:9
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2. If thought to be new, it is only because we have forgotten what occurred before - Ecc
1:10-11
a.  What about our modern technologica advances?
b. What about the technology that created the pyramids, Stone Hedge, etc.?

--  Giventime, future civilizations will forget what we are doing today, and only “rediscover”
what has been learned again and again!

[Faced with what gppeared to be such meaningless cyclesin life, the “Preacher” sought to determine
man’ strue purpose. Hefirgt shares with us his own experience with...]

II. THE FUTILITY OF HUMAN WISDOM

A. THE PREACHER PREFACESHIS SEARCH...

1. Hewasking over Igradl in Jerusdlem - Ecc 1:12
a. l.e, Solomon
b. Who had been given wisdom from God - 1 Kin 3:9-12; 4:29-34

2. Hedetermined to use such wisdom to seek and search al that has been done * under
heaven” - Ecc 1:13
a. A task that he understood God had given to dl men
b. A task for which he knew he had been especidly equipped

3. Hesummarizes hisfindings, having seen dl the works done “under the sun” - Ecc 1:14-15
a. He condudesthey are vanity and grasping for wind
b. For thereislittle one can do to make sgnificant changes

B. THE PREACHER APPLIED HISGOD-GIVEN WISDOM...
1. Heacknowledged the greatness and wisdom he had attained - Ecc 1:16
a. Inanswer to prayer, Solomon had attained great wisdom
1) Agan,cf.1Kin 3:9-12
2) ComparethisasotoJa 1.5
b. Thisis“God-given wisdom”, to be contrasted with *human wisdom”
2. Hetherefore sought to gpply it to wisdom, madness, and fally - Ecc 1:17a
a The“wisdom” herel believeis*human wisdom” (eg., philasophy)
b. For thisiswisdom that he set his heart to know (learn)

C. THE PREACHER CONCLUDESHUMAN WISDOM ISFUTILE...
1. He perceived that such wisdom was like grasping for wind, it did not provide the answer to
his problem - Ecc 1:17b
2. Hedso saw that such wisdom and knowledge provides much grief and sorrow - Ecc 1:18
a. Aswe might say today, it provides “information overload’
b.  One becomes burdened asthey learn of many thingsin life
1) Thingsthey have no control over
2) Y thingsthey often worry over

CONCLUSION

1. Inbeginning his search for meaning, the wise Preacher naturaly began with wisdom...
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a  Thushe st his heart to “know wisdom”
b. But he found such wisdom to be “grasping for the wind”

2. | do not believe we are to take his words as an indictment againgt al wisdom...
a. For thereisaGod-given wisdom for which one should seek - cf. Pro 2:1-9; Ja 1.5
b. Thiskind of wisdom can blessone slife- cf. Pro 3:13-18

3. Butitisanindictment againg human wisdom...
a. A wisdom that seeksto understand life, but leaves God out of the picture
b. A wisdom that can only leave one “grasping for the wind”

In our next study, we shal continue with the Preacher’ s * search for meaning” and notice his
observationsregarding pleasur e, madness, and folly.

In the meantime, remember what Paul wrote in contrasting human wisdom with God' s wisdom:
But of Him you arein Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God; and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption; that, asit iswritten, “He

who glories, let him glory in the LORD.” (1 Co 1:31)

Have you accepted and obeyed the true wisdom from God, Jesus Christ, who gives true meaning and
purpose for life?
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Ecclesiastes
The Preacher’s Search For Meaning - || (2:1-26)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous lesson noted how the Preacher began his search for meaning in life
a. Obsarving the futility seen in the cydes of nature and life- Ecc 1:4-11
b. Beginning with human wisdom - Ecc 1:12-18
1) Having dready been blessed with great wisdom from God
2) Which he used to search out the value of human wisdom

2. Hisconcdusion concerning such wisdom in providing the answer?
a. Tryingto find the answer in human wisdom was “grasping for thewind” - Ecc 1:17
b. Such wisdom was the source of much grief and sorrow - Ecc 1:18

3. S0 hebegan to look elsewhere, and in the second chapter we read...
a. Of hiseffortsto explore the vaue of mirth, pleasure, wine, folly
b. Of hissearch to find meaning in the acquisition of wealth and in great accomplishments

[Did he find the answer there? If not, what conclusons did he therefore reach? In thislesson we shdl
samply alow the Preacher to tell usfor himself. Wefirg note how..]

|. THE PREACHER TESTED LIFE

A. HE SUMMARIZESWHAT HE FOUND...
1. Mirth and pleasureisvanity - Ecc 2:1
2. Laughter is madness, mirth accomplishes little if anything - Ecc 2:2

B. HE DESCRIBESWHAT HE DID...
1. Heexpeimented with wine and fally - Ecc 2:3
a. Using the wisdom he had
b. For hewas seeking to find what was truly good for people to do “under heaven dl the
days of ther lives’
2. He made many things - Ecc 2:4-6
a. Such as houses, vineyards, gardens, orchards, water pools
b. Noticedso 1Kin 7:1-12; 9:15-19
3. Heacquired whatever he desired - Ecc 2:5-8
a. Suchassavants, livestock, slver, gold, treasures, sngers, and “the delights of the sons
of men” (concubines or musica insruments? cf. NIV, NASB, NKJV)
b. Notice1lKin 9:28; 10:10,14,21,27; 11:1-3
4. He became great and seemed to be happy - Ecc 2:9-10
a. Gredter than any before him, while maintaining his wisdom
b. Having dl hiseyes and heart desired, finding enjoyment in hislabor
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C. HISCONCLUSION FROM WHAT HE DID...
1. Upon reflection, looking back at what he did - Ecc 2:11a
2. He concluded:
a. “All was vanity, and grasping for thewind.” - Ecc 2:11b
c. “Therewas no profit under thesun.” - Ecc 2:11c

[The conclusion drawn by the Preacher may seem strange, when he admitted that he found joy in his
labor (Ecc 2:10). But when we consider what he says next, we begin to understland why after his great
experiment...]

II. THE PREACHER HATED LIFE

A. AFTER REFLECTING UPON WISDOM, MADNESS, AND FOLLY...
1. Redizing his unique opportunity (who can do more than what he has done?), he considered
the relative merits of wisdom, madness, and folly - Ecc 2:12
2. He saw that wisdom was better than folly - Ecc 2:13-14a
a  Jud aslight is better than darkness
b. At least the wise man can see where heis going
3. But ultimady the advantage of human wisdom is vanity! - Ecc 2:14b-16
a. For both the wise man and the fool die
b. After death, there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool
4. Thusthe Preacher hated life, because dl the work done * under the sun”...
a  Wasgrievousto him
b. Vanity and grasping for thewind - Ecc 2:17

B. AFTER REFLECTING UPON HISWEALTH...
1. Hecameto hate hislabor - Ecc 2:18-19
a.  Because he must leave it to one after him
b. Who knows whether those who inherit will be wise or foolish?
c. Indther case, someone dse will rule over Al the results of hislabor!
2. Hecameto despair of dl hislabor “under the sun” - Ecc 2:20-23
a.  For aman with wisdom, knowledge and skill must leave his heritage to one who has not
|abored for it
b. Hedid not think thisright (“thisalso isavanity and agrest evil”)
c. Intheend, what does he havefor dl his efforts?
1) Sorrowful days, restless nights
2) Grievouswork, leading to vanity

[Looking &t life “under the sun”, trying to find meaning in thislife for dl of one' slabors, the Preacher
came to hate and despair of al his greet efforts. But as he said, “my wisdom remained with me” (Ecc
2:9). With that wisdom he shares for the first time what one should do in life. As he does o, we see
that...]

IIl.THE PREACHER ACCEPTED LIFE

A. MAN SHOULD SEEK TO ENJOY THE GOOD INHISLABOR...
Sermons From Ecclesiastes 10




Mark A. Copeland

1. Thereisnothing better, a concluson he will draw six times - Ecc 2:24a; cf. Ecc 3:12-13,22;
5:18-19; 8:15; 9:7-9
2. Notecarefully:
a. ThePreacher isnot promoting the fatalist view of “Let’s eat, drink, and be merry, for
tomorrow we die.”
b. Heissayingto enjoy what you do and what God has givenyou - cf. 1 Ti 6:17

B. THEABILITY TO ENJOY ONE'SLABOR ISA GIFT FROM GOD...
1. Hesaw that the ability to enjoy one'slabor isagift from God - Ecc 2:24b
2. For no one can truly enjoy life without God - Ecc 2:25 (cf. footnote, N1V, NASB)
a. Tothosegood in hissght, God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy - Ecc 2:26a
b. Tothesnner, God gives the work of gathering and collecting - Ecc 2:26b
1) Togivetothe onewho isgood before God - cf. Pro 28:8
2) For the snner, hiswork therefore becomes (to him) vanity and grasping for the
wind! - cf. Ecc 6:1-2
-- Yes, somearevery successful in accumulating wealth, but for what end?

CONCLUSION

1. For thefird time, the Preacher has introduced God into the picture

2. Uptothistime, he haslooked at life “under the sun” without God...
a. He has sought for meaning through wisdom, folly, madness, pleasure and wedth
b. Even when successful, the redities of life and degth can cause oneto hatellife
-- Hecould only conclude that “under the sun” dl is vanity and grasping for wind

3. But now, with God giving wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man...
a. One can enjoy the good in his labor
b. A purpose and meaning for lifeis now possble

That purpose and meaning for life will be developed further as we make our way through the book. In
the meantime, since “God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to aman who isgood in Hissght”
(Ecc 2:26), have you consider whet is essentid to please Him? One begins with faith...

“But without faith it isimpossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that Heis, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.” (He 11:6)
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Ecclesastes
The Preacher’s Observations- | (3:1-4:16)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In Ecclesagtes, we find the question raised: “What profit has aman from al his labor in which he
toils under the sun?’ - Ecc 1:3

a. Thekey phraseis“under the sun”

b. l.e,wha profitistherein life when viewed from an earthly perspective?

c. l.e,wha vaueistherein our labor when wefal to consder God swill in life?

--  Wehave seen the answer given by the Preacher: “All isvanity” - Ecc 1.2,14

How did he reach this concluson?
a. Based upon personal experience - Ecc 1:1-2:26
b. Alsofrom personal observations - Ecc 3:1-6:12

Our previous lessons examined the experiences of the Preacher...
a. Now we begin to note his observations
b. Inwhich he dso shares his wisdom for living “under the sun”

[His conclusion that life “under the sun” was vanity was partly reached by observing...]

THE INEXPLICABLE PURPOSE OF GOD

A. ALL THINGS SERVE GOD’SDIVINE PURPOSE...
1. “To everything thereis a season, atime for every purpose under heaven” - Ecc 3:1-8
2. “Hehas made everything beautiful initstime” - Ecc 3:11a
3. “..whatever God does, it shdl beforever...” - Ecc 3:14-15

B. YET MAN ISUNABLE TO FIND OUT GOD’S PURPOSE...
1. God has put it in man to search out this purpose - Ecc 3:9-11a
2. But “no one can find out the work that God has done’ - Ecc 3:11b

C. WHY GOD ACTSTHISWAY...
1. “God doesit, that men should fear before Him” - Ecc 3:14c
2. l.e, toreverence God, and therefore seek to please Him - cf. Ac 17:26-27
a.  God has made man an inquisitive cregture
b. Hehasaso made life such that we are dways seeking for something better, or for some
purpose
--  Hopefully, we will kegp seeking until we find Him!

D. THE PREACHER'S CONCLUS ON...
1. Thereisnothing better than to:
a. “Rgoice and do good” - Ecc 3:12
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b. “Eat and drink and enjoy the good of dl hislabor” - Ecc 3:13a
2. Yet the ability to do so is“the gift of God” - Ecc 3:13b
a. Soonemus bein favor with God
b. Knowing that God will require an account of our actions - Ecc 3:15b; cf. Ecc 11:9;
12:14

[Without revelation, we cannot discern God's purposes, without His blessing, we cannot enjoy the good
of our labor. Therefore any effort to live without God can only be vanity as we will find His purposes
inexplicable. The Preacher’s conclusion about the vanity of life was dso reinforced by observing...]

. THE INJUSTICE AND OPPRESSION OF MEN

A. WHAT THE PREACHER SAW...
1. Wickednessin the place of justice - Ecc 3:16
2. Power on the side of the oppressor, with no comfort for the oppressed - Ecc 4:1
--  Prompting him to think the dead were better than the living, even better those who had
never lived - Ecc 4:2-3

B. WHAT THE PREACHER REASONED...
1. God will judge the righteous and the wicked - Ecc 3:17a
2. God will somehow use injustice and wickedness in carrying out His purpose - Ecc 3:17b
(e.g., just as God used Assyriaand Babylon to discipline Isragl)
3. God dlowsinjudtice to test the sons of men - Ecc 3:18-21
a. To hdp them seethat they are like beasts, in that they will die and their bodies return to
dust
b. Whilethey are dso different from beasts, in that their spirit returns to God who gave it
- cf. Ecc 12:7

C. WHAT THE PREACHER CONCLUDED...
1. Onceagain, the value of rgoicing in one's own works - Ecc 3:22a
2. Forthisiswhat God dlots him, not what may happen on earth after heis gone - Ecc 3:22b

[In the remaining part of this section (Ecc 3:1-4:16), we find the Preacher making various comments,
which may be summarized asfollowing...]

[1I.THE VANITY OF SKILLFUL AND SEL FISH WORK

A. IT CAN BREED ENVY IN OTHERS...
1. Hesaw how that skillful work causes one to be envied by his neighbor - Ecc 4:4
2. Whileitisfoolish to fold one s hands and do nothing, acquiring too much is not worth the
effort for it redly does not satisfy - Ecc 4:5-6
3. Wha isbest isto have little with quietness and contentment - cf. Pro 15:16-17

B. ESPECIALLY IFONE ISALL ALONE...
1. The Preacher saw one with no companion, neither son nor brother - Ecc 4:7-8
a. Whoisnever satisfied (indeed he can't be, cf. Ecc 5:10)
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b. And does't think for whom heislaboring - cf. Ecc 2:18-19
2. Itismuch better to have friends - Ecc 4:9-12

a. Who can hdlp each other in their |abor

b. Who can hdp each other when they fall

c. Who can help each other withstand forces of opposition

C. AND POPULARITY ISSUCH A FLEETING THING...
1. Itisbetter to apoor and wise youth, than an old foolish king - Ecc 4:13
2. For despite rising from poverty and prison to become king, the people will eventualy prefer
another much younger than he - Ecc 4:14-16

CONCLUSION

1. ThePreacher’s observations about the vanity of life, dong with wisdom for living “under the sun”
will continue in succeeding chapters

2. But we have seenin thisstudy...

a. Why hereached his conclusons about the vanity of life
1) Theinexplicable purposes of God
2) Theinjustice and oppression of men
3) Thevanity of skillful and sfish tail

b. Wha wisdom he offersfor living *“under the sun”
1) Itisbest torgoice, do good, and enjoy the good of on€ s labor, redizing that such isagift

of God to those who please Him

2) To gppreciae the vadue of friendswho can help usin time of work and need

3. AsChrigtianstoday, we may be perplexed at times concerning the workings of God...

a. But we have the assurance that dl things work for good for them who love God and who are

called according to His purpose - Ro 8:28

b. We havethe family of God to help usin our labor and intime of need - cf. 1 Th 5:11
And of course, thereis no grester friend, than the One who is the ultimate end of al God' s purposesin
thisworld: Jesus Chrigt! (cf. Ep 1:9-10). Through Him we can “obtain mercy and find graceto help in
time of need.” (He 4:15-16).
Areyou afriend of Jesus? Remember then what He said:

“You are My friendsif you do whatever | command you.” - Jn 15:14

Let Jesus be your friend by obeying Hiswill! - cf. Mt 28:19-20
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Ecclesastes
The Preacher’s Observations- |1 (5:1-6:12)

INTRODUCTION

1. ThePreacher has been explaining why he reached his conclusion that life “under the sun” is vanity...
a. Based upon his per sonal experience - Ecc 1:1-2:26
b. Based upon his personal observations - Ecc 3:1-6:12

2. Inchapters3 and 4, we saw where he discussed...
a. Theinexplicable purpose of God
b. Theinjustice and oppresson of men
c. Thevanity of skillful and sdfish work

3. Even 50, he offered wisdom for living “under the sun”...
a. Itisbest torgoice, do good, and enjoy the good of on€ s labor, redlizing that such is a gift of
God to those who please Him - Ecc 3:12-13
b. To gppreciate the vaue of friends who can help usin time of work and need - Ecc 4.9-10

[In chapters 5 and 6, he offers more wisdom as he continues to share hiswisdom for living “under the
un’. He continues with...]

. COUNSEL REGARDING WORSHIP

A. WHY PROPER WORSHIP ISIMPORTANT...
1. Remember, the ability to enjoy the good of one' s labor isagift from God - Ecc 2:24-26;
3:12-14; 6:19
2. Itisimperdive that we please Him in our worship
a. Thereis“vanworship”, you know - cf. Mt 15:7-9
b. Therefore not dl worship is acceptable to God

B. HOW TO WORSHIP GOD...
1. Wadk prudently - Ecc 5:1a
a. Both the NIV and NASB say “Guard your steps’
b. When oneworships...
1) They should give thought to what they will do
2) They should be careful what they will do
2. Draw near to hear - Ecc 5:1b
a. We should be concerned with learning what God has reveded
b. Our attitude should be like that of...
1) Young Samud (“Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.”) - 1 Sam 3:9-10
2) The Bereans (“they received the word with dl readiness’) - Ac 17:11

3. Do not offer the sacrifice of fools - Ecc 5:1c
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a. Agan, not dl worship is acceptable
b. Thereisthat kind of worship...
1) That isan abomination to God - Pro 28:9
2) That the Lord will not accept - cf. Lk 6:46
4. Don't be rash with your vows (promises) - Ecc 5:2-3
a. Becaeful what you say; remember...
1) Jephthah'sfoolish vow - Jud 11:30-35
2) Herod sfoolish promise - Mk 6:23-26
b. Givethought to what you say in prayer and song
1) Do you consder the vows of commitment that are often made?
2) Do you intend to keep them?
5. Keep the vows you make - Ecc 5:4-7
a.  God has no pleasurein fools
1) Such asthose who make vows and do not fulfill them
2) Thereforeit is better not to vow, then to vow and not pay
b. Don't let your mouth causeyou to Sn
1) Why make God angry, and destroy the work of your hands?
2) Many words lead to vanity, and sin - cf. Pro 10:19; Mt 12:36-37

[The key thought in proper worship isto “fear God”, that is, to gpproach Him with the deepest respect
and reverence. Worship Him as He directs, not as you might wish. “Swift to hear, dow to pesk” (Ja
1:19) should be our attitude in worship if we wish to please God! In the next two verses of our text, we
seeaword of...]

II. COMFORT REGARDING OPPRESSION

A. OPPRESSION DOESOCCUR...
1. Asthe Preacher observed in Ecc 3:16
2. AndaganinEcc4:1

B. YET THE PREACHER SAYSDO NOT MARVEL...
1. Even when there is oppression of the poor and perversion of justice - Ecc 5:8a
2. For even high officids answer to someone e'se - Ecc 5:8b; cf. Ro 13:1
a. Ofteninthislife they are brought to judtice
b. But evenif nat, then thereisthe Day of Judgment!
3. The profit taken in oppresson usualy comes back to dl - Ecc 5:9
a.  Those who oppress others to gain much rarely consumeit dl
b. What profit from the land they gain “trickles down” eventualy

[Of course, oppression of the poor and perversion of justice is often motivated by the desire to berich.
So we should not be surprised to find the Preacher returning to the vanity of riches as he offers words
of...]

I11.CAUTION REGARDING RICHES

A. RICHESARE VANITY ...
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1. Becausethey are unableto truly satisfy - Ecc 5:10-12
a. Loversof slver and abundance will never be satiated
b. Asthey increase, so their desire for more will increase
2. Because those obsessed with riches are hurt by them - Ecc 5:13-17
a. Riches can hurt those who possess them
1) While alaboring man enjoys sweet deep...
2) ...the abundance of therich provides too much turmoail for restful deep!
b. Through misfortune, or eventudly through deeth, one losestheir riches
--  What vaue then areriches, if in the acquistion of them one must endure much sorrow,
sickness, and anger?- cf. Pro 15:16-17; 17:1

B. THE PREACHER'SOBSERVATIONS CONCERNING RICHES...
1. Itisgood to enjoy the good of one' s labor - Ecc 5:18
2. Butit is God who give one the power to truly enjoy them - Ecc 5:19-20
3. A sad stuation iswhere God gives one the ability to acquire riches, but not enjoy them!
- Ecc6:1-2
4. 1t matterslittle if one liveslong and has a hundred children...
a. Unlessoneisableto be satisfied (a gift which God gives), heisworse off than a
dillborn child! - Ecc 6:3-5
b. Evenif helivestwo thousand yeard - Ecc 6.6
5. Richesin of themsdves cannot stisfy the soul - Ecc 6:7-9
a. Hisbody might befilled, but thet is not whet fills the soul
b. Itisbetter to be content with what you see, than to wander after for what you desire
6. Richesredly can't changethings- Ecc 6:10-11
a. Heisdill “man”, and cannot contend with God
b. They are not the things that truly make man better, they only increase vanity
7. Theanswersto lifeé s questions can't be found in gtriving for riches - Ecc 6:12

CONCLUSION

1. Inasking questionslike...
a. “For who knowswhét isgood for man in life, al the days of hisvain life which he passsslike a
shadow?’ - Ecc 6:12a
b. “Who can tdl aman what will hgppen after him under the sun?’ - Ecc 6:12b
...the Preacher illudtrates the vanity of looking to riches for the answers

2. Indeed, the answers are to be found by turning to God, not riches; which iswhy...
a.  Oneneedsto be careful in their worship of God!
b. We should draw near to hear what God has reveded through His Word!

It is particularly through “The Word” (Jesus, Jn 1:1) that we learn the ultimate answvers to the questions
that challenged the Preacher. For Jesus has * abolished desth and brought life and immortdity to light
through the gospd.” (2 Ti 1:10).

Ecdesagestdls ustha the answversto life are not found in the things of thislife. Arewe willing to
therefore heed Him who is the Creator of life and isthe Light of men?-Jn 1:2-4
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Ecclesastes
Counsel For A Better Life (7:1-14)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthefirst 9x chapters the Preacher has shared with us...
a. Hissearch for meaning - Ecc 1:1-2:24
b. Hisobservations during the course of his search - Ecc 3:1-6:12

2. Hehasrepeated his conclusons time and again...
a. Life"under the sun” isvanity - Ecc 1:2,14; 2:11
b. Yetthereisgood that one can do, provided oneis blessed by God - Ecc 2:24-26; 5:18-20

3. Inrelating the experiences of his search and observations, he shared counsel for living life “under
the sun”; for example...
a. Thevdue of friendship - Ecc 4:9-12
b. The proper way to approach God in worship - Ecc 5:1

4. Intheremaining six chapters the Preacher continues to share his counsd!...
a.  Through amixture of proverbs and narration
1) Imparting wisdom designed to make the most of life “under the sun”
2) l.e,whilelife under the sun is“vanity”, how then should we live?
b. Thereisawedth of wisdom found in these chapters
1) Too much to cover in detall in this series
2) Wewill smply survey the Preacher’ s counsd as we make our way through the book

[With that in mind, let’ stake alook a Ecc 7:1-14, in which we find a series of comparisons (note the
frequent use of “better”). For example, the Preacher would have us understand that...]

I. HONOR ISBETTER THAN LUXURY (7:1a)

A. “A GOOD NAME ISBETTER THAN PRECIOUSOINTMENT" ...
1. Herethe Preacher is extalling the value of agood reputation - cf. Pro 22:1
2. The precious ointment is representative of luxury

B. WHY THISISSO...
1. We have dready seen the vanity of wedth
a. Wemay leaveit for someone who isfoolish - Ecc 2:18-19
b. Unless God give usthe dbility to enjoy it, it isdl for naught - Ecc 6:1-2
2 A good reputation finds honor before God and men, and benefits us after death!
a Jud asit did with the “elders’ of the Old Testament - He 11:2,39
b. Especidly if our “names’ are written in heaven! - Lk 10:20; Ph 4:3
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[So in what time we have in thislife, it is better spent making a good name for oursaves, than
accumulating wedlth! Next, the Preacher shares what may be a shocking revelation to some...]

II. YOUR DEATH DAY ISBETTER THAN YOUR BIRTHDAY (7:1b)

A. “THE DAY OF DEATH THAN THE DAY OF ONE'SBIRTH"....
1. Theday of one s degth is better than the day in which they were born
2. Of course, this assumes one has first made a good name for themselves!

B. HOW THISIS SO...

1. Theday of one shirth isthe beginning of many sorrows
a. AsJob observed, and even cursed the day of hisbirth - cf. Job 14:1; 3:1-3
b. Asdid Jeremiah - Jer 20:14-18

2. But for the righteous, the day of one's degth is the beginning of eternd bliss
a. They enter into peace and rest - 1sa 57:1-2
b. They goto bewiththeLord - Ph 1:21-22
C. They are blessed to be at rest from their labors - Re 14:13

[Speaking of the day of one' s death leads naturdly to the next bit of counsel from the Preacher...]

I1l.A FUNERAL ISBETTER THAN A PARTY (7:2-6)

A. “BETTERTO GO TO THE HOUSE OF MOURNING THAN TO GO TO THE
HOUSE OF FEASTING" ...
1. Everybody lovesaparty, but everybody needs to attend a funera!
2. Why? The Preacher tdlsuswhy...
a. “Forthat istheend of dl men”
1) Life*under thesun” isnot forever
2) Wemug dl die and face what follows next - cf. He 9:27
b. “Andtheliving will takeit to heart”
1) A funerd reminds us of the brevity of life and the eventudity of death
2) A funerd forces usto face redlity and encourages us to prepare for it

B. “SORROW ISBETTER THAN LAUGHTER"...

1. The Preacher explains further why it is good to attend afunerd

2. Laughter may have its place, but sorrow is superior to making the heart better - cf. He
12:11
a. Laughter provides atemporary reprieve from the burdens of life
b. But sorrow, especidly a afunerd, encourages us to make podtive changes

3. For thisreason, the wise person will be found often in the funerd parlor, while the fool
would rather spend time at a party

C. “ITISBETTER TO HEAR THE REBUKE OF THE WISE THAN..TO HEAR THE
SONG OF FOOLS'...
1. Atafuned, oneislikey to hear the rebuke of the wise; at a party, the song of fools
2. But thelaughter of fodlsis like the crackling of thornsin afire, and is vanity
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a. Thornsmake alot of noise
b. But they burn quickly, provide little hest, and are therefore of little value
--  So dso the laughter and songs of the foolish

[Why the Preacher inserted the proverb of ver se 7, | am not sure, though the point iswell taken.
However, the next comparison states that...]

IV.THE END ISBETTER THAN THE BEGINNING (7:8)

A. THISISSIMILAR TO WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN...
1. That the day of on€ s death is better than the day of one shirth- Ecc 7:1
2. But the principle has gpplication to more than just one soverdl life

B. HOW THISIS SO...
1. Many projects sart with good intentions, but are not completed; it is when they are finished
that we can truly look back with satisfaction

2. Many things begin with grief and difficulty, only to end in joy and peace- cf. Psa 126:5-6

[Our primary concern should be how things will turn out in the end, rather than how they may look at
the beginning. To help us keep focused on the end, it is good to remember that...]

V. PATIENCE ISBETTER THAN PRIDE (7:8-9)

A. “THE PATIENT IN SPIRIT ISBETTER THAN THE PROUD IN SPIRIT”....
1. Prideisevil, andisof theworld - cf. Mk 7:21-23; 1 Jn 2:16
2. Pdatienceisavirtueto be pursued by theman of God - cf. 1 Ti 6:11; Ti 2:2

B. WHY PATIENCE ISBETTER THAN PRIDE...
1. Prideleadsto contention and destruction - Pro 13:10; 16:18
2. Prideleadsto anger, which residesin the heart of the foolish - Ecc 7:9
3. Patience, on the other hand, isindicative of wisdom and necessary to savation - Pro 14:29;
Ro 2:7; He 10:36

[Another gem of wisdom that leads to better living is understanding thet...]

VI.THE PRESENT ISBETTER THAN THE PAST (7:10)

A. WE ARE NOT TO SAY “WHY WERE THE FORMER DAYSBETTER?"...
1. People often reminisce about “the good old days’
2. They often bemoan that things were better then than now

B. WHY ONE ISNOT WISE IN THINKING THIS...
1. Memory hasaway of forgetting bad things in the past
2. Evenif one experiencestridsin the present, thereis cause for rgoicing - Ja 1:2-4
3. We may neglect opportunities for much good in the present by dwelling on the past
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[Speaking of wisdom itsdlf, the Preacher tellsusthat...]

VII. WISDOM ISBETTER THAN WEALTH (7:11-12)

A. WEALTH HASITSADVANTAGES...

B.

1. Money can serve asadefensein life- Ecc 7:12; Pro 10:15
2. Money can attract many friends - Pro 14:20

HOW WISDOM ISBETTER...
1. Richesdo not profit onein aday of wrath - Pro 11:4

a. The presence of wedth often makesthingsworse

b. Aswhen marriages and business partners fight over who gets the money
2. Wigdom giveslife to those who haveit - Ecc 7:12

a. Wisdom will make the best use of one' s wedlth as a defense

b. Wisdom will hep one weether the storms of wrath

[Findly, the Preacher gives the following counsd for a better life...]

VII1. RESIGNATION ISBETTER THAN INDIGNATION (7:13-14)

A.

B.

THERE ARE SOME THINGSWE CANNOT CHANGE...
1. God has His purpose, which we cannot change - Ecc 7:13; 1sa 43:13; Dan 4:35
2. Hispurpose alows for both days of prosperity and adversity - Ecc 7:14

WE NEED TO DEAL WITH THISIN THE BEST WAY ...

1. Enjoy the days of prosperity

2. Indaysof advergty, consgder what lessons might be learned

3. It doesno good to get angry about things we cannot change

-- Aswe saw earlier, there is both atime to weep and atime to laugh - Ecc 3:4

CONCLUSION

1. What hasthe Preacher taught us? Simply that...

a

S@"paoo00oT

Honor is better than luxury

Y our deathday is better than your birthday
A funerd is better than a party

The end is better than the beginning
Patience is better than pride

The present is better than the past
Wisdom is better than wesdlth

Reggnation is better than indignation

2. If any of this sounds foreign to our thinking, bear in mind thet it comes from one...

a

b.

C.

Who experienced everything life hasto offer
Who found life “under the sun” lacking
Who offers counsel from the perspective of wisdom and inspiration
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d. Who providesthis counsd that we might make the best use of our time “under the sun”

Arewe willing to accept his counsd and benefit fromit, or will we learn the hard way, and often only
too late to do much about it? “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

In our next study, we shal consder his counsd regarding “ A Balanced Life"...
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Ecclesiastes
Counsel For A Balanced Life (7:15-29)

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour previous study (Ecc 7:1-14), the Preacher provided counsdl for a better life...

a

S@"poo00oT

Honor is better than luxury

Y our deathday is better than your birthday

A funerd is better than a party

The end is better than the beginning

Patience is better than pride

The present is better than the past

Wisdom is better than wesdlth

Resgnation is better than indignation

Such counsdl isdesigned to make the best of life, especially sincelife “ under the sun”
isvanity

2. Aswe condder the latter haf of chapter seven...

a

b.

There are rather chdlenging and difficult Satements
Which should be understood in their context, and the context of the Bible asawhole

[1t appears the Preacher is counsdling againgt extremism, especidly in the first section, where we find
adviceto...]

|. DO THINGSIN MODERATION (7:15-22)

A. EXTREMESCAN CREATE PROBLEMS...

1. Oneof lifé svanitiesis that the righteous don't aways prosper, nor do the wicked aways
auffer - Ecc 7:15
a. Herethe Preacher saw that which Job's friends did not
1) They reasoned that righteous never suffer, only the wicked - cf. Job 4:7-8
2) Yet Job, like the Preacher, knew that was not dways the case - cf. Job 21:7-9
b. Of course, both Job and the Preacher knew the ultimate end of the wicked
1) Thewicked are reserved for the day of doom and wrath - Job 21:30
2) It will bewdl for those who fear God - Ecc 8:12-13
2. One should avoid extremism in seeking to be righteous and wise - Ecc 7:16
a. Thereisarighteousness to be avoided (i.e., “ sdf-righteousness’)
1) Itistherighteousness born of pride and arrogance - eg., Lk 18:10-14
2) The Pharisees were aclassic case of being “overly righteous’ - cf. Mt 23:1-33
b. Thereisaso awisdom to be avoided
1) Wisdom of thisworld - ¢f. 1 Co 3:18-20
2) Ittooisborn out of pride and arrogance
3. One should dso avoid extremism in wickedness and foolishness - Ecc 7:17
a. Not that “alittle wickedness and folly” is ever acceptable to God!
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b. But God may be longsuffering and provide opportunity to repent for some - 2 Pe 3:9
c. While Hisanger and wrath might be moved to cut off those who arrogantly and openly
despiseHim - eg., Ac 12:21-23

B. DON'T REFRAIN FROM TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WISDOM ...
1. One should Hill fear God - Ecc 7:18
a.  Underdganding the dangers of extremiam isimportant
b. But the fear of God remains the key to true knowledge and pleasing God - cf. Pro 1:7;
Ecc8:12
2. Wisdom does haveits place - Ecc 7:19
a. Baetter than ten rulers (or mighty men) of acity!
b. Better than strength - cf. Ecc 9:13-18
3. Yetnooneis pefect - Ecc 7:20
a. Even asthe Psalmist declared - Psa 14:1-3
b. Asthe apostle Paul taught - Ro 3:21

C. DON'T BELIEVE EVERYTHING PEOPLE SAY. ...
1. You may sometimes hear others say bad things about you - Ecc 7:21
2. You have said things that were unkind about others - Ecc 7:22
--  Sodon't take what you hear too serioudy (i.e., don't be so righteoudly indignant)

[ The sense of this section seemsto be one of being “baanced”, not overreacting that you overshoot
your true god, which isto please God. Along the same vein, one should aso remember that as vauable
aswisdom may be...]

. WISDOM ALONE ISNOT THE ANSWER (7:23-29)

A. SOME QUESTIONSWISDOM CAN'T ANSWER...
1. The preacher had proved some things by wisdom - Ecc 7:23a
2. But othersthings were too deep and far off - Ecc 7:23-24; cf. 1sa 55:8,9

B. AWICKED WOMAN ISCERTAINLY TO BE AVOIDED...
1. Heapplied his heart to know wisdom and fally - Ecc 7:25
2. What he found more bitter than desth was the wicked woman - Ecc 7:26; cf. Pro 5:3-5;
7:21-27

C. GOOD PEOPLE ARE HARD TO FIND...

1. Seeking for agood man, he found only one in athousand - Ecc 7:27-28a; cf. Psa 12:1

2. A good woman was even rarer - Ecc 7:28b
a.  Perhgps the Preacher (Solomon) was reflecting upon his experience with his 700 wives

and 300 concubines; certainly not agood sampling! - cf. 1 Kin 11:1-3

b. EvenKing Lemud thought a good woman was hard to find - Pro 31: 10-ff

3. Of course, the problem is not with God...
a. He made man upright - Ecc 7:29a
b. But they have gone after many evil things - Ecc 7:29b; cf. Jer 4:22
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CONCLUSION

1. Man'spridetendsto propel him to go to extremes...
a. Those not content to obey His Word often seek out many sinful deeds
b. Even those seeking righteousness can go too far (e.g., where “righteous indignation” becomes
“sdf-righteous indignation™)

2. Of course, the solution is not to refrain from righteousness and wisdom...
a. But to seek after it humbly - cf. Mt 5:3-6
b. Andto apply gentleness, patience, and humility in dl things, even toward those who are
opposing God! - cf. 2 Ti 2:24-25; 1 Pe 3:1-4

Such | bdieveis consstent with the Preacher’s* Counsdl For A Balanced Life’, and which if
followed, helps any man or woman be that “one in athousand”...
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Ecclesiastes
Wisdom For Enduring Life'sVanities- | (8:1-9:18)

INTRODUCTION

1. The Preacher (Solomon, Ecc 1:1) has been sharing with us counsd for deding with life...
a. Counsd gleaned from his own search for meaning - Ecc 7:27
b. Counsd guided by wisdom given him by God - cf. Ecc 1:16; 1 Kin 3:12; 4:30

2. In previouslessons we have noted that the Preacher offered...
a. Counsd For Better Living - Ecc 7:1-14
b. Counsd For Balanced Living - Ecc 7:15-29
-- Helpful to taking a proactive gpproach to improving one s sojourn “under the sun”

3. Yet no matter what we do, there are things...
a. We cannot change
b. We cannot escape
--  Thingswhich certainly add to the vanity of life “under the sun”

4. Two such things are “degath and taxes’; in other words...
a.  We cannot escape the inevitability of death
b. We mus endure the governments of men

[Wisdom can help, however (Ecc 8:1), and so as the Preacher continues, he shares “ Wisdom For
Enduring Life'sVanities’. Beginning with...]

I. ENDURING THE GOVERNMENTS OF MEN

A. SUBMIT TO AUTHORITIESFOR GOD’S SAKE...
1. Obey the king's command - Ecc 8:2-3
2. Respect his power, and you will be unharmed - Ecc 8:4-5a
3. A wise man will understand that judgment will comein it's own time, so don’t resort to
wickedness (i.e., rebdlion) to adleviate misery - Ecc 8:5b-9
--  Comparethiscounsd with that given to Christians- Ro 13:1-7; 1 Pe 2:11-17

B. ANTICIPATE WICKED RULERS...
1. Therewill be timeswhen men rule to their own detriment - Ecc 8:9
2. But they will soon be forgotten after their demise - Ecc 8:10
3. Why do some persgt in their evil rule? Because their judgment does not occur immediatey
- Ecc 8:11
4. Even o, it isdill better to fear God - Ecc 8:12-13

C. EXPECT TO BE PERPLEXED...
1. Sometimes the righteous suffer, and the wicked prosper - Ecc 8:14
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2. One cannot dways understand why things happen the way they do (remember Job?) - Ecc
8:16-17

D. ENJOY LIFE...
1. Ddight in the fruits of your own labor - Ecc 8:15
2. Which isthe advice given throughout this book - Ecc 2:24-26; 3:12-13; 5:18-20

[Thereislittle value in getting dl worked up about the inequities in the governments of men. Aslong as
there are imperfect men, there will be imperfect governments. It is better to Smply obey the laws, do
good, trust in God, and enjoy the fruits of one' slabor. In chapter nine, we find wisdom for...]

II. ENDURING THE INEVITABILITY OF DEATH

A. DEATH HAPPENSTO ALL...

1. It happensto both the righteous and the wicked - Ecc 9:1-3
a. Whiletherighteous arein God's hands
b. And the sons of men are full of evil

2. Whilewelive, thereis hope (Ecc 9:4); whenwedie...
a.  Weknow nothing of what goes on here on earth - Ecc 9:5a,6
b. Others memory of us soon fades - Ecc 9:5

--  We cannot escape death

B. ENJOY LIFE...
1. Whiledesthisinevitable, we should ill enjoy life- Ecc 9:7-8
2. Livejoyfully with the wife God has given you - Ecc 9:9
3. Work diligently while you are here - Ecc 9:10
--  Whilewe cannot escape death, thereisno reason to give up on life!

C. EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED...
1. Timeand chance happensto dl - Ecc 9:11
a. Beng swift and strong does not mean you will dwayswin
b. Being wise, understanding and skillful does not dways ensure that you will befed, rich,
and the recipients of good favor
2. Sometimes desth will come unexpectedly, like animas caught in atrep - Ecc 9:12
-- Anticipating the unexpected, we are lesslikely to be overwhelmed when it occurs

D. APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF WISDOM...

1. The Preacher saw how wisdom saved acity - Ecc 9:13-15
a. Even though found in a poor man
b. Even though the man was soon forgotten

2. Therefore he praises the vaue of wisdom - Ecc 9:16-18
a.  AsDbetter than strength
b. Asbetter than weapons of war

--  Though often despised when they come from a poor man, wisdom spoken quietly is
better than the shout of aruler of fools
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CONCLUSION

1. Wemay not be able to escape dl of life' svanities...
a.  There may be times when we find oursdves under wicked gover nments
b. Unlessthe Lord returnsin our lifetime, death isinevitable

2. But we can endure life' s vanities with the aid of the Preacher’ s wisdom...

a. Enduring the gover nments of men by:

1) Submitting to authorities for God's sake

2) Undergtlanding that wicked rulers will occur

3) Expecting to be perplexed at times

4) Enjoying our life as God gives us opportunity
b. Enduring theinevitability of death by:

1) Remembering that degth happensto al

2) Enjoying family and work

3) Expecting the unexpected

4) Utilizing wisdom that isavalableto us

In our next study, we shal consder more from the Preacher on the value of wisdom and diligence in
enduring lifé svanities

In the meantime, let’s not forget that we have another “Preacher” who has established the perfect
kingdom, and delivered us from the fear of death: Jesus Chrig!
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Ecclesiastes
Wisdom For Enduring Life'sVanities- |1 (10:1-11:8)

INTRODUCTION

1. Asmentioned in the previous lesson, there are thingsin life that we cannot avoid...
a. Such astheinevitability of death
b. Thegovernments of men
-- Both of which can contribute much to the “vanity” of “life under the sun”

2. But with theright kind of wisdom...
a.  We can endure the imperfect and often wicked governments of men
b. Wecan livejoyful lives despite the certainty of degth

[...and s0 the Preacher (Solomon) continues with “Wisdom To Enduring Life' s Vanities’ in
chapters ten and eleven. Aswe look now at chapter ten, we find him expounding upon...]

|. THEHARM OF FOLLY

A. FOLLY DEPLORED...
1. Folly marsthefinest of reputations - Ecc 10:1
2. Fally condtitutes an unsafe guide (the heart of afool isnot in theright place) - Ecc 10:2
3. Fally will invaridbly betray it own stupidity - Ecc 10:3
-- In contragt, the wise person will be patient, steadfast, and conciliatory, even when
opposed by thosein authority - Ecc 10:4

B. FOLLY OFTEN MANIFESTSITSELF IN GOVERNMENT...
1. Anevil observed by the Preacher - Ecc 10:5-7
a. Error proceeding from the ruler
b. Folly exated while the rich are debased
c. Sevantsin power while true princes are humbled
2. Those who labor with foolishness will hurt and hinder themsdlves - Ecc 10:8-10
a. Asillugrated through severd examples given by the Preacher
b. Thewisdom of the wise will know how to expedite hislabors
3. Thefoolish s8ldom know how to restrain themsdves - Ecc 10:11-15
a.  They do not know how to hold their tongues
b. They do not know how to direct their [abor
4. How folly and wisdom affect the condition of the country - Ecc 10:16-19
a. Woeto the land whose leaders are childish and feast in the morning, their laziness
resulting in broken down buildings
b. Blessad isthe land whose leaders feast at the proper time, whose successtul rule will
provide for true happiness and meseting every need

C. MEANWHILE, BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY...
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1. Do not curse the king - Ecc 10:20a
2. Do not curse therich - Ecc 10:20b
-- For what you say will likely reach their ears- Ecc 10:20c

[Asin chapter nine, much of what the Preacher saysin chapter ten pertainsto how to endure the
vanity of living under governments often ruled by wicked men. Ashe continuesin chapter eleven, we
find him describing...]

II. THE VALUE OF BENEVOLENCE

A. AN EXHORTATION TO BENEVOLENCE...
1. Vessland 2 are pardld, encouraging kindness and hospitdity - Ecc 11:1-2
2. The benefits of such benevolence:
a. It provides blessngs for the future
b. It provides blessngsfor when days are evil
--  Similar benefits of a benevolent spirit are described through the Bible - Psa 41:1-2;
Pro19:17; Lk 6:38; 16:9; Ga6:9; 1 Ti 6:18-19

B. FURTHER REASONSTO EXERCISE BENEVOLENCE...
1. Cdamities (likerain and wind sorms) will come...
a.  We cannot sop the clouds full of rain from fdling
b. Treeswill liewherever they fdl
...\f we spend our time just watching and not doing, we will not sow and regp - Ecc 11:3-4
2. There are things we cannot comprehend...
a. Liketheway of the wind (or spirit)
b. Likethe deveopment of the child in the womb
...50 we can't comprehend God' s working; so don't restrict your charity - Ecc 11:5-6
3. Therewill be days of darkness...
a. Itisgrea to be dive when oneiswel
b. Evenif onelives many joyful days, they should know evil dayswill come- Ecc 11:7-8

CONCLUSION

1. Wemay not be able to escape the days of darknessin thislife...
a. BEvil days often brought on by the governments of men
b. Evil days that occur for which we have no explanation

2. But thanks to the Preacher, we know how best to endure life' s vanities...
a.  We can avoid making things worse through our own folly
b. We can sow the seeds of benevolence that can help us later when the days are evil

3. Of course, besides the Preacher (Solomon), we also have the Good Shepherd (Jesus)...
a. Who has given Hislife that we might have an abundant life-Jn 10:10-11
b.  Who provides true peace though we may live in aworld of tribulation - Jn 16:33

Are we following the Shepherd who leads His sheep to life eternd? - IJn 10:27-28
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Ecclesiastes
Advice For The Young (11:9-12:7)

INTRODUCTION

1. Asaresult of hissearch for meaning in life “under the sun”...
a. The Preacher’s concluded that “dl isvanity” - eg., Ecc 1:.2,14; 2:1,11
b. Even onewho lives many joyful years can gill anticipate days of darkness- Ecc 11:8

2. Whilelife“under the sun” (viewed purely from an earthly perspective) is vanity...
a. That does not mean one should Smply give up in despair
b. Throughout, the Preacher has counsaed his readers to enjoy what good God has given one
- eg., Ecc 2:24, 3:12,13,22; 5:18-20; 7:14; 9:7-10

3. Thelessons gleaned through the Preacher’ s own experience need to be learned by everyone,
especidly the young; otherwise, the young may ...
a. Wadte years running after things thet redlly don't satisfy
b. Missout on the true enjoyment of life available to them in their youth

[ To make sure that young people do not miss the lessons he has learned, the Preacher directs his
attention towards them as he prepares to draw hisbook to aclose. In Ecc 11:9-12:7, wefind his
“Advice For TheYoung’, thefirgt of whichis...]

|. REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9)

A. GOD WANTSYOU TO HAVE A GOOD TIME...
1. Hewantsyou to bejoyful, to do things that are pleasing
2. Just asthe Preacher had counseled earlier - Ecc 9:7-10
-- Thereforetake advantage of the youthful capacity to enjoy life!

B. DON'T LOSE SIGHT OF THE JUDGMENT...
1. Youwill haveto give an account for what you do
2. God will judge both the righteous and the wicked - cf. Ecc 3:17; 12:14
-- Therefore be sdectivein what you do to have fun in your youth

[God has created man with the energy to enjoy life, especialy when we are young. Aslong astha
energy isdirected in the right channds, youth isto be atime of great joy! Along the samevein, the
Preacher advises the young to...]

II. REMOVE SORROW AND EVIL FROM YOUR YOUTH (11:10)

A. REMOVE SORROW FROM YOUR HEART...
1. Sorrow deprives one of the joy they should have in their youth
2. Enough sorrow comes without our help...make sure that we do not add to it through
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youthful indiscretions (which leads us to the next point)

B. REMOVE EVIL FROM YOUR FLESH...
1. Youthful indiscretions contribute to much sorrow
a. Such asthewrong kind of companions - eg., Pro 1:10-19
b. Such as succumbing to the enticements of the wicked - eg., Pro 5:1-14
2. Childhood and youth are fleeting...don’t waste them on things that only bring much grief and
sorrow in life

['Y outh, while short, can be awonderful time of life. The key isto heed the next admonition, which has
aready been dluded in references concerning the judgment, and that isto...]

II.REMEMBER GOD IN YOUR YOUTH (12:1)

A. SERVING GOD ISNOT JUST FOR THE ELDERLY ...
1. Great men of God served Him from their youth (e.g., Joseph, Samud, David, Solomon,
Josiah, Danid)
2. Jesus provided the proper example aswell - Lk 2:41-52
3. Timothy, who had known the Scriptures from childhood, was to be an example to others
-cf.2Ti3:15;1Ti 4:12

B. SERVING GOD WILL HELP YOU MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES...
1. Evenasit helped Joseph - eg., Gen 39:7-12
2. Andasit helped Danid - eg., Dan 1:8

[Serving God in your youth will help avoid many of the things that bring sorrow, and prepare you for the
“days of darkness’ (Ecc 11:8) that will come. Thisleads usto the fina point in the Preacher’s“ Advice
For TheYoung'..]

IV.REFLECT UPON WHAT ISCOMING (12:1-7)

A. DIFFICULT DAYSARE AHEAD...
1. Presuming you live long enough
2. Asadready dated, these dayswill be many - Ecc 11:8
a. They will be daysin which little pleasure will be found - Ecc 12:1
b. Thedarkening of the lights of heaven denoting atime of affliction and sadness (Barnes)
- Ecc 12:2

B. ATIMEWHERE AGE AND DEATH CATCHESUP TO US...
1. The Preacher uses various figures to depict the body in old age and death - Ecc 12:3-7
2. What the figures of ver ses 3-5 possibly represent:
a. The keepers of the house tremble (the ar ms weaken)
The strong men bow down (the legs become frail)
The grinders cease because they arefew (the teeth fall out)
Those that look through the windows grow dim (the eyes lose their sight)
The doors are shut in the streets (the ear s become hard of hearing)
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The sound of the grinding islow (the mouth and speech become unintdligible)
When onerises up at the sound of abird (the elderly easily awakened)

And dl the daughters of music are brought low (the voice no longer able to produce
Music)

They are arad of height (their fear of falling)

And of terrorsin the way (no longer feding invincible)

When the dmond tree blossoms (the wak efulness of old age setting in)

The grasshopper is a burden (an old man, bowed like the insect, able to move only
with difficulty)

And desirefails (fleshly desireswane)

For man goesto his eternd home, And the mourners go about the streets (an obvious
referenceto death)

The remaining figures, dluding to decay of the body

1) Beforetheslver cord (the spinal cord) isloosed

2) Thegolden bowl (the skull) is broken

3) The pitcher (the heart) shattered at the fountain

4) Thewhed (the pelvis) broken at the wdll

. Findly, the body returns to the dust, and the spirit returnsto God - Ecc 12:7

The purpose of such a description isnot to depressthe young, but to ingtill the
proper degree of sobriety (seriousness), atrait becoming theyoung - Ti 2:6

CONCLUSION

1.

The chalenges our youth face are grest...

a. Thetemptations before them are many

b. Thedlurements of the world promise much, but ddiver little

c. Theyoung are very susceptible to depression and despair

-- Inaworld in which life “under the sun” is vanity, they need dl the help they can get

Thereismuch in life that can be enjoyed, provided one heeds the Preacher’ s admonition:

a

b
C.
d

Regoice in our youth

. Remove sorrow and evil
Remember God in your youth
. Reflect upon the days ahead

Asthe gpostle Paul wrote to Christians in Gaatia, which certainly gpplies to the young:

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to hisflesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let usnot
grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose
heart.” (Ga 6:7-9)

Do we wish to regp everlagting life? Then let us sow to the Spirit by walking after the Spirit (cf. Ga
5:16-23) and dlowing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives to produce the good things that we shdll regp!
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Ecclesiastes
Epilogue And Conclusion (12:8-14)

INTRODUCTION

1. With advice given to the young (Ecc 11:9-12:7), Ecclesastes then draws to aclose - Ecc 12:8-14

2. The book has often been misunderstood and abused...
a. By taking passages out of context
b. By drawing conclusons which ignore the author’ s own concluson

2. Butinthelast seven verses wefind...
a. A restatement of the result of the Preacher’s search for meaning - Ecc 12:8
b. An epilogue that describes the Preacher’ s continuing work, the vaue of wisdom, and awarning
againg the wrong kind of study - Ecc 12:9-12
c. Thegrand conclusion drawn from the Preacher’ s search - Ecc 12:13-14

[With the “ Epilogue And Conclusion” before us, we can guard againgt the misapplications some have
made of thisbook. Therefore let’s begin with...]

|. THE THEME RESTATED (8)

A. A THEME REPEATED THROUGHOUT THE BOOK ...
1. InthePrologue-Ecc 1:2
2. Prior to describing his search for meaning - Ecc 1:14
3. Throughout the course of his search:
a. Thevanity of pleasure - Ecc 2:1
The vanity of industry (labor) - Ecc 2:11,22-23; 4:4
The vanity of human wisdom - Ecc 2:15
The vanity of dl life- Ecc 2:17
The vanity of leaving an inheritance - Ecc 2:18-21
4, Throughout his words of counsd and wisdom:
The vanity of earthly existence - Ecc 3:19-21
The vanity of acquiring riches over family - Ecc 4.7-8
The vanity of political popularity - Ecc 4:16
The vanity of many dreams and many words - Ecc 5.7
The vanity of loving abundance - Ecc 5:10
The vanity of wedth without the gift of God to enjoy it - Ecc 6:2
The vanity of wandering desire - Ecc 6:9
The vanity of foolish laughter - Ecc 7:6
The vanity of injudicein thislife- Ecc 8:14
The vanity of the days of darkness- Ecc 11:8
The vanity of childhood and youth - Ecc 11:10
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B. WHICH MUST BE REMEMBERED IN ITSCONTEXT...

1.

He s referring to the vanity of life “under the sun”

a. Asdated inthe prologue - Ecc 1:3,9,14

b. In describing the vanity of hislabor - Ecc 2:11,17-20,22

c. Inrdatingtheevil tha he saw - Ecc 3:16; 4:1,3,7,15; 5:13; 6:1; 8:9; 9:3,6,11; 10:5

d. Ingiving hiscounsd - Ecc 5:18; 6:12; 8:15,17; 9:9,13

|.e., when life is viewed solely from an earthly perspective

a. Examining life soldy on its own merits

b. When God and the afterlife are not taken into the equation

When viewed from this perspective...

a. Thereisno advantage of wisdom over fally - Ecc 2:15-16

b. Manisno different than animds - Ecc 3:19-21

c. Thedead no nothing and they have no more reward - Ecc 9:5-6

--  But it would be amisapplication to use these passages to deny life after desth, or that
there isno value in seeking after true wisdom

[If life“under the sun” isdl that thereis, then truly, “ Vanity of vanities, all isvanity.” But we have
seen throughout the book that the Preacher gave wise counsdl for dedling with the vanity of life. That he
continued such work is evident from the next four verses...]

II. THE EPILOGUE (9-12)

A.

THE PREACHER’SONGOING WORK...

1.
2.

He continued to teach others, to seek for knowledge, truth, righteousness - Ecc 12:9-10
This certainly sounds like Solomon - 1 Kin 4:30-34; 10:4-8; cf. Ecc 1:1,12,16; 2:9

-- Notetha his conclusion about life s vanity did not lead him to despair or inactivity!

THE VALUE OF THE RIGHT KIND OF STUDY ...

1.

The words of the wise are of great vaue - Ecc 12:11-12a

a. They arelike*goads’, prodding our thinking, moving us aong in the right direction

b. They arelike“nalls’, that which can provide gability and seadfastnessin our lives

--  Especidly those “given by One Shepherd” (i.e., inspired by God)

But not al knowledgeis beneficid - Ecc 12:12b

a. Thereisno end to the making of books (with the printing press and the Internet, thisis
even more so!)

b. Much study iswearisome to the flesh (cf. Ecc 1:18)

-- Sincewe can't study every book, we must be sdective as to which “shepherd(s)” we
will follow!

[Since life “under the sun” isfilled with so much vanity, we are admonished by the Preacher by both
example and precept to seek out the right kind of wisdom to guide our short sojourn here on earth.
That leads usfindly to...]

I1l.THE GRAND CONCLUSION (13-14)

A. FEAR GOD AND KEEP HISCOMMANDMENTS...
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Thisis*“the whole duty of man” (KJV, RSV) - Ecc 12:13

a.  This summarizes the answer to his own question - cf. Ecc 2:3

b. Thisisman'sreason for being, his“prime directive’ for his existence

To “fear God”

a.  Thatis, to revere God, to hold Him in awe

b. Thisisthe beginning of wisdom and knowledge - Pro 1:7; 9:10

c. Thisreverence will hdp prolong life, and protect one from much evil - Pro 10:27; 14.
26,27

To “keep His commandments’

a. A chage given to the nation of Isradl - Deu 13:4; 30:16

b. A charge given to the disciples of Jesus-Jn 14:15

c. Thebass by which we know that we know and love God - 1 Jn 2:3-4; 5:3

Toreverently obey God, “walking in thefear of theLord” (Ac 9:31), thisisthe

purpose of life and the key to true happiness! - Pro 22:4

B. THE BASISFOR THISCONCLUSION...

1.

Having taken “everything” into congderation

a.  Not just from what may be observed in life “ under the sun”

b. But fromwisdom given by revelation aswdl (cf. Ecc 2:3,9; 1 Kin 4:29)
-- l.e, the concluson of the “whole’ matter!

In view of the coming Judgment - cf. Ecc 3:17; 11:9; Ac 17:30-31

a. Inwhich every work will be judged - Ro 2:16

b. Whether it be good or evil -2 Co 5:10

CONCLUSION

1.

People have often searched for the meaning of life...
From philosopher to the common man

a

b.

Asking questions like:

1) “Why am| here?’
2) “What ismy purposefor life?’
Many have concluded that there is no purpose, and falen into despair

But a search that begins with the wrong assumptions invariably leads to the wrong conclusion...
a.  Such asassuming that thereis no God, nor life after death
If whet we seein thislifeisal thereis, then truly “vanity of vanities, dl isvanity!”

b.

The Preacher with his own experiences, and his God-given wisdom...
a. Hasdemondrated tha, yes, life from an earthly perspective doneistruly vanity!
b. Hastaught usthat by fearing God and keeping His commandments, one can endure the vanities

and perplexities of life, while enjoying the good thingsin life!

May we be like the Preacher, then, and continue to seek out “ acceptable words’, “words of truth” (Ecc
12:10), especidly from the words of Jesus...

...in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Co 2:3)
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