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The Church Jesus Built
Why Study The Church?

INTRODUCTION

1.

InMt 16:18, we read where Jesus spoke of His church...
a. Inwhich Hepromises* 1 will build my church”
b. Inwhich not even the “gates of Hades’ (i.e., deeth) shdl prevail againgt it
1) Either by trying to prevent its establishment (death did not prevent Jesus from establishing
His church)
2) Or by any meansto destroy the church (the death of Christians does not destroy the
church)

It is not uncommon today to hear people disparage the church...

a. | have heard people say in effect, “ Christ, yes; the church, no”

b. While some profess they love Jesus, desiring even to follow Him, they have little use for “the
church”

Thislow estimation of the church may be due to severd reasons, including...
a. A lack of understanding of what the church truly is, astaught in the Bible
b. A misconception of the church, perhaps fostered by erroneous views of the church held by

maty

With thislesson, | wish to begin astudy of “ The Church Jesus Built”, inwhich | hope...
a. Toincrease our understanding and appreciation of the Lord's church
b. To make surethat our concept of the church isin harmony with the Bible

[In thislesson, | would like to emphasize the importance of studying the church. Many reasons can be
given, but | will focus on two, thefirg of whichiis..]

THE HIGH ESTIMATION OF THE CHURCH IN THE BIBLE

A. ESPECIALLY IN THE BOOK OF EPHES ANS...
1. Christis“head over all thingstothechurch” - Ep 1:22
a. That Chrigis head over dl thingsis clear enough, but what is meant by the phrase“ to
the church”?
b. Perhapstha Chrigt exercises His authority over dl things “in the interest” of the church
(Hendriksen); i.e., therule of Chrigt isfor the benefit of His church!
--  Doesthis not say something about the Lord' s estimation of His church?
2. Thechurch “isHisbody” - Ep 1:23
a. Thebody of Chrig!
b. ItisHisspiritud body, of which He is the head!
3. Thechurchis“thefullnessof Him whofillsall in all” - Ep 1:23
a. Chrigfillsdl indl; whet fills Him?
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b. The church congtitutes His fullness!

-- If oneisto bein Chrig, by implication he or she must be in the church!
Thechurch ispart of God's“eternal purpose” - Ep 3:10-11

a.  Themanifold wisdom of God is made known through the church

b. Inkeeping with God's eternd purpose; i.e., His plan which He had from eternity!
To God be*“glory in the church by Christ Jesusthroughout all ages’ - Ep 3:21
a. Cetanly God isworthy of dl glory

b. Inthe church and by Jesus Christ, God will be glorified forever!

“Christ isthe head of the church; and Heisthe Savior of thebody” - Ep 5:23
a. Hisauthority over the church is again emphasized; dso that it is His body

b. But herewe note that Chrigt is the Savior, not of dl men, but of His body, the church!
-- Agantheimplication is clear; to be saved, we must bein His body, the church!
Chrigt “loved the church and gave Himsdf for it” - Ep 5:25

a. Jesusloves His church, even as husband isto love hiswife

b. Hisdeath onthe cross had His church in view; He was dying for the church!
Jesus designistopresent it as“agloriouschurch” - Ep 5:26-27

a  Heseeksto “sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word”

b. Hedesresfor it to not have spot or wrinkle, but to “be holy and without blemish’!
Jesus nourishes and cherishesthe church - Ep 5:29-30

a. Evenasyou carefor your own body

b. So Jesus hasthe same concern for His body, the church!

--  All because “we are members of His body”!

B. OTHER PLACESIN THE NEW TESTAMENT ALSO...

1.
2.
3.

The church was purchased with the blood of Christ - Ac 20:28
The churchisHisbody - Co 1:18,24
The church isthe family of God, the pillar and ground of thetruth - 1 Ti 3:15

[Whatever the Lord s church is, | want to a part of it, don't you? If you love Jesus, and the churchis
His church, His body, how can you not love the church? How can you not desire to learn more about
the church, its nature, its purposg, its design?

Unfortunately, misdirected if not careless men have sought to change the church from what we seeitin
the Bible. Such efforts should not go on unnoticed or unanswered. This leads me to my second reason
why we need to study the church...]

II. EFFORTSTO CHANGE THE CHURCH IN THE BIBLE

A. ASREPRESENTED BY “THE DENOMINATIONAL VIEW” ...

1.

In seeking to describe the Lord' s church today, some suggest thet it ismade up of all the

different denominations

a. Despitether doctrina differences, their creedd affirmations

b. Despite their competing ecclesagticd authorities, dl claming to be led by the Spirit of
God today

But isthis the “ glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle’?

a. A church with hundreds of differing creeds, names, and doctrines?
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b. Teaching amultitude of contradictory doctrines, adding a plethora of man-made
traditions?
c. Presenting adivided picture to the world, one that breeds doubt and skepticism in those
that seeit?
3. Such confusion comes not from God! - 1 Co 14:33
a.  God isthe source of peace in His churches
b. Where confuson dwells, Satan isthe author! - cf. Mt 13:24-30; 36-43
4. When people no longer abide in the doctrine of Chrigt, they have not God! -2 Jn 9
a. When they stop abiding in Chrigt Himsdlf, they are cut off - Jn 15:2,6; cf. Ro 11:22
b. They may believe they are ill Hisdisciples, doing things for Him; but unless
they continue to do the Father’ swill, they sadly migaken! - cf. Mt 7:21-23
-- Thisview of theLord’schurch istoo “ broad”!

B. ASREPRESENTED BY “THE SECTARIAN VIEW” ...

1. Some understand the Lord’ s church as made up of a particular group of churches
a. All wearing jugt one“officd” name
b. All liged in some church directory

2. Thisview falsto take into consderation some important principles
a. Thereisno one“officid” namefor the Lord's church
b. TheLord schurchisabody made of individud members, not individua congregations
c. Onemight be amember of the Lord's body, but not yet associated with aloca

congregetion (e.g., the Ethiopian eunuch)
-- | will have moreto say on this, but thisview of the Lord’s church istoo “narrow”!

CONCLUSION

1. Agan, wearetadking about “ The Church Jesus Built” ...
a. Onethat ishighly esteemed in the Scriptures
b. Onethat should be highly esteemed in our own heartd

2. lItiseasy to beinfluenced by erroneous views which permeste the religious world...
a. Perhapsyour view of the church has been adenominational one
b. Perhapsyour view of the church has been a sectarian one

3. | hopethat inthislesson | have...
a.  Reminded you of the great estimation the Lord has placed on His church
b. Stimulated you to consder whether your understanding of the church may need some mgor
overhauling or fine-tuning!

Inany case, “ The Church Jesus Built” isadwaysworthy of our prayerful consderation!
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The Church Jesus Built
What 1s The Church?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour firg lesson, we began looking at “ The Church Jesus Built” - cf. Mt 16:18

2. We surveyed why the church is a subject worthy of careful study...

a

Because of the high estimation of it in the Scriptures, eg.:

1) Thechurchisthebody of Christ - Ep 1:23

2) Thechurchis“thefullness of Him whofillsdl indl” - Ep 1:23
3) Thechurchispart of God's*“eternd purpose’ - Ep 3:10-11

4) Chrig “loved the church and gave Himsdf for it” - Ep 5:25

5) Jesus dedgnisto present it as“aglorious church” - Ep 5:26-27
6) He nourishes and cherishesthe church - Ep 5:29-30

Because of efforts by men to redefine the church in the Bible; eg.:

1) Asrepresented by the denominational view

2) Asrepresented by the sectarian view

3. But what exactly isthe church...?

a

b.

C.

Wha isthis*church” Jesus said He would build?

What isthis*church” that Jesus loves, nourishes, and cherishes?

What isthis*church” that some have sought to redefine?

For if wedesireto bein “The Church Jesus Built”, we should know exactly what it is,
shouldn’t we?

[Perhaps a good place to sart is by defining the word “church” itself...]

. THE“*CHURCH” DEFINED

A. THE GREEK WORD IS“EKKLESIA”...

1. Many have noted that this word is a combination of two words. ek (out of) and kaleo
(tocdl)
a.  Concluding that the primary ideaiis that of being “caled out”
b. That Chrigtians were cdled the “ekklesa’ because they were “caled out”
1) Now itistruethat Christians have been caled out - cf. 1 Pe 2:9
2) Buttheuseof “ekklesa’ inthe New Testament does not stress the “called out”
nature of the church!
c. Thisisacommon mistake of defining aword by its etymology rather than by its actud
usageinits higtorical context
2. Theword “church” asdefined by Easton’s Bible Dictionary: “Inthe New Tetament it is
the trandation of the Greek word ‘ecclesa, which is synonymous with the Hebrew ‘kahd’
of the Old Testament, both words meaning Smply an assembly.”
3. Notice Thayer’s ddfinition: “agathering of citizens caled out from their homes into some
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public place, an assembly”

a

b.
C.

“an assembly of the people convened at the public place of the council for the purpose
of ddiberating” - cf. Ac 19:39

“the assembly of the Isradlites’ - cf. Ac 7:38

“any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance, tumultuoudy” - cf. Ac 19:40-41

-- Theusage of “ekklesia” therefore emphasizesthe “assembled” nature of the
church; i.e, it amply refersto a gathering, an assembly of people

B. “EKKLESIA” ASUSED IN THE CHRISTIAN SENSE...
Thayer’ s definition offers the following uses of “ekklesd’ in a Christian senser

1.

a

b.

“an assambly of Chrigtians gathered for worship in ardigious meeting” - cf. 1 Co 14:
19,35

“acompany of Chrigtians, or of those who, hoping for eternd sdvation through Jesus
Chrig, observe their own religious rites, hold their own rdigious meetings, and manage
their own affairs, according to regulations prescribed for the body for order’ s sake’
-cf.1Th 11

“those who anywhere, in acity, village, congtitute such a company and are united into
onebody” - cf. 1 Co1:2

“the whole body of Chrigtians scattered throughout the earth” - cf. Ep 1:22-23

“the assembly of faithful Christians dready dead and received into heaven” - cf. He 12:
22-23

Putting it most Smply, we can think of the church in two primary senses:

a

The church univer sal - the whole assembly of people who are saved, both living and
dead

The church local - a company of saved people in ageographical areawho work and
worship together as alocal congregation

Thedifference between the “universal” and “local” church will be examined in
another lesson

[What is the church, then, especidly in the univer sal sense? It isthat grand assembly or company of
people who are saved by Christ (cf. Ep 5:23,25-27).

But the term “assembly” aone does not do it justice; which iswhy we find other termsin the Scriptures
used to describe the company of God's people...]

II. THE CHURCH “DESCRIBED”

A. THE CHURCH IS“THE BODY OF CHRIST” ...
1. Sodescribedin Ep 1:22-23
2. This metgphor depicts the relationship we enjoy with Christ and each other

a

b.

Chrigt is our Head, from which we as the body receive nourishment - Co 2:19
We are members of the body, and of one another - 1 Co 12:27; Ro 12:5

B. THE CHURCH IS*THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD”...
l.e, thefamily of God -1 Ti 3:15
2. Thisemphasizesthe familid rdationship we enjoy in Chrigt

1.
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a WeaeinJeus “family” - Mt 12:48-50
b. We have many brothers and ssters- Mk 10:28-30
c. Weareto treat each other accordingly - 1 Ti 5:1-2

C. THE CHURCH IS“THE TEMPLE OF GOD"...
1. l.e, aholy habitation or dwelling of God - Ep 2:19-22; 1 Pe 2:5
2. Assuch, we have aresponghility to maintain purity - 1 Co 3:16-17; 2 Co 6:16-7:1

D. THE CHURCH IS“THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST”...
1. AsPaul wrote to the Colossians, they had been “trandated into the kingdom of the Son of
Hislove’ - Co 1:13; cf. dsoRe 1:9
2. Thisemphasizes the authority-making power in the church; Chrigt isKing, He has all
authority! - cf. Mt 28:18,20
a.  Thechurchisnot ademocracy, nor arepublic
b. The citizens do not make the laws, they are made by the King!

E. THE CHURCH IS“THE BRIDE OF CHRIST”...
1. Weare betrothed to Christ - cf. 2Co 11:2
2. Thisfigure portends of an even greater rdationship with Chrigt isthe future! - cf. Re 19:
6-9; 21:2

CONCLUSION

1. What isthe church? Asusadinitsuniversal sense, the churchis...
a. A great assembly, agreat company of people
b. Made up of dl those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, both living and dead

2. Toilludrate the blessngs and privileges of this great company, the church isaso cdled...
a. Thebody of Christ

The household of God

The temple of God

The kingdom of Chrigt

The bride of Chrigt

-- Thisis"The Church JesusBuilt”, of which Jesus spoke when He said “I will build my
church...” (Mt 16:18)

®opo

We will have more to say about the church asreveded in the Bible in our next lesson, as we contrast
the difference between the church univer sal and the church local...
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The Church Jesus Built
The Church “Universal” Vs. The Church “Local”

INTRODUCTION

1. Thenaureof “The Church JesusBuilt” can be discerned when one...
a. Conddersthe meaning of the word church itsdf
1) From the Greek word ekklesia, it means* an assembly”
2) Whichisused mog frequently in the New Testament in two senses:
a) Thechurch universal - that company of souls redeemed by the blood of Christ
b) Thechurch local - Chrigtians in a geographica areathat work and worship
together as a congregation of God' s people
b. Condgders other terms which enhance our view of the church
1) Thebody of Chrigt
2) Thehousehold of God
3) Thetemple of God
4) Thekingdom of Chrigt
5) Thebride of Chrigt
-- These expressionsreved different agpects of the Lord' s great assembly!

2. Our undergtanding of the nature of the church can aso be enhanced by...
a. Contragting the church univer sal with the church local
b. Noting how the New Testament carefully delineates between the two

3. Falureto observe the digtinction between the church universal and churchlocal...
a. Leavesone open to erroneous concepts of the church
b. Makes one susceptible to false views of the church

[In thislesson, therefore, | would like for us to notice ways in which the church univer sal is different
from the church local. Let’s begin by looking at...]

|. THE CHURCH “UNIVERSAL”

A. COMPOSED OF ALL CHRISTIANS...
1. Thisisthe church to which Jesusreferred in Mt 16:18
2. Asdready noted, it is made up dl the saved, both living and dead - cf. He 12:22-24

B. THEREISONLY “ONE” CHURCH...
1. Remember, the universd churchis caled the “body” of Christ - Ep 1:22-23
2. Thereisonly one“body” (Ep 4:4); therefore, only one church!

C. BEGAN ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST...
1. InJerusdem, following the desth, resurrection and ascension of Christ - Ac 2:1-47
2. AsPder later referred to this day, it was the “beginning” - cf. Ac 11:15
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D. ENTER ONLY BE BEING “ADDED” BY THE LORD...
1. Onecannat “join” the church by their own valition
2. Rather, they are “added” by the Lord Himself when saved - Ac 2:41,47

E. THE LORD KEEPSTHE BOOKS OF MEMBERSHIP...
1. Thereisno agency on earth that keeps the registry of true members
2. Enrollment isin heaven; only the Lord knows those who are truly His- He 12:23; 2 Ti
2:19

F. CONSISTSOF ALL THE SAVED...
1. ThelLordispresenting to Himsdf a church holy and without blemish - ¢f. Ep 5:25-27
2. Thoseinthe church who are snning and refuse to repent are “ cut off”, “cast out”, “spewed
out” - cf. Jn 15:2,6; R0 11:19-22; Re 3:16

G. MUST BE IN THISCHURCH TO BE SAVED...
1. FortheLord isthe Savior of the “body” (which isHis church) - Ep 5:23
2. Since the Lord adds one to His church when they are saved, one cannot be saved and
not be in the church univer sal!

H. HASNO “EARTHLY” ORGANIZATION...
1. Thechurch universal has organization - cf. Ep 2:19-22; 1 Pe 2:5
a. What organization existsis spiritud in nature
b. E.g., Christ asthe cornerstone, together with His apostles and prophets asthe
foundation, and dl Chrigtians as“living sones’
2. Thereisno earthly headquarters for the church; e.g., no telephone number to call to spesk
with the “head” of the church (for Heisin heaven!)

I. CANNOT BE DIVIDED...

1. For thereisno earthly organization to divide!

2. If divison appearsto exidt...
a. Some unscripturd organization of churches must have been crested
b. Such an organization can have divison, but the Lord’ s church univer sal cannot!

3. Those who would seek to divide the church through doctrine, conduct, etc., are Smply cut
off by the Lord Himsdif!

-- Thereisand alwayswill be, “onebody”! - Ep 4:4 (we need to make surewe are
remaining faithful to bein it!)

J. DEATH DOESN'T AFFECT MEMBERSHIP...
1. Thechurch universal is made up of the saved, both living and dead - He 12:22-23
2. When one dies, they are ill with Chrigt! - Ph 1:21-23; 1 Th 5:10
[ These ten things are true of the church univer sal; now let’s contrast that with...]

II. THE CHURCH “LOCAL”
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A. COMPOSED OF CHRISTIANSIN ONE LOCATION...
1. Alocd churchismade up of Chrigtiansin one geographica area
2. E.g., thechurch a Corinth, the church of the Thessdlonians-1Co 1:2; 1 Th 1.1
- In contrast, the church universal ismade up of Christians everywher el

B. THERE ARE “MANY” CHURCHES...
1. Paul had referenceto loca churches when he wrote Ro 16:16
2. And again when hewrote Ga 1:2
-- When it comesto the church universal, though, thereisjust ONE!

C. BEGINSWHENEVER PEOPLE JOIN THEMSELVES TOGETHER...
1. Asthegospd spreads and people respond to it, those in a particular area start alocal
church when they agree to work together as one
2. Jugt asthe church in Antioch began later than the church in Jerusdem - Ac 11:19-26
--  Whereasthe church universal began in Jerusalem on Pentecost, local churches
have begun at different places and different times!

D. ENTER BY “JOINING” THE CHURCH...
1. When one wishes to become an accepted member of the loca church, they must “join
themselves’ to that church
2. Such as Paul sought to do when he came to the church in Jerusalem - Ac 9:26-28
-- Whereasoneis“added” by the Lord Himself to the universal church, we can seek
to“join” alocal congregation (if its membersare willing to accept us)

E. ENROLLED THROUGH HUMAN JUDGMENT...
1. Whether we are accepted into alocal church is a decison made by the leaders or members
of that church
2. Sometimes people are rejected when they should be received - 3Jn 5-9
-- Evil men may succeed in kicking one out of alocal church, but only the Lord
deter mines who staysin the universal church!

F. CONSISTSOF BOTH SAVED AND LOST...
1. Since enrollment occurs through human judgment, falible decisons can be made
2. Aloca church may therefore have some who are nomind Chridians - cf. Re 3:1-4
-- Hypocrites may become membersof alocal church; but they don’t sneak by the
L ord to become member s of the universal church!

G. DO NOT HAVE TO BE IN THISCHURCH TO BE SAVED...
1. One can be saved, and not belong to any loca church
2. Such wasthe case of the Eunuch immediately following his converson, and of Paul when he
wasin trandt between Antioch and Jerusdem - cf. Ac 8:39; 9:26
- Of course, this should be temporary; in the universal church, it isimpossible!

H. HAS“EARTHLY” ORGANIZATION...
1. A locd church when scripturdly organized will have bishops and deacons - Ph 1:1
2. These bishopswere dso cdled “elders’ and “pastors’, whose role was to oversee and feed
The Church Jesus Built 11
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the locd congregation - Ac 14:23; 20:17,28
-- Theonly roleor position ever given men over the universal church on earth was
the apostles, and they were not replaced when they died - eg., Jamesin Ac 12:2

I. CANBE DIVIDED...
1. Locd churchescan easly be divided over doctrine or persondities
2. Such wasthe case with the church a Corinth - 1 Co 1:10-13; 3:3,4
-- Whilewe can’t divide the universal church, we can be responsiblefor dividing local
churches!

J. DEATH AFFECTSMEMBERSHIP...
1. Whenwe die, our membership in aloca congregation ends
2. Jugt as when Stephen died, he was no longer a member of the Jerusdlem church - Ac 8:1-2
-- But our member ship in the church universal continues on after death!

CONCLUSION

1. Toillustrate the differences between the church universal and local, consder thistable...

The Church “Universal”

The Church “Local”

Composed of al Christians

Composed of Christiansin onelocation

Thereisjust one

There are many

Began on the Day of Pentecost

Begins when people join together

Enter only by being added by the Lord

Enter by joining ourselves

The Lord keeps the books of membership

Enrolled by human judgment

Consists of all the saved

Consists of both saved and lost

Must bein thisto be saved

Do not haveto bein thisto be saved

Has no earthly organization

Has earthly organization

Can't bedivided

Can be divided

Death doesn’t affect membership

Death does affect membership

2. Why note theses differences between the church univer sal and the church local?
a. To better understand how the word “church” is used in the New Testament
b. Toavoid confusion in our thinking when we use the word “church”
-- When we are awar e of the differences, we are also better ableto identify the New
Testament church today! (see next lesson)

3. One could say that a key difference between the two isthis...
a. Thechurch universal in essence concerns our relaionship with Christ
b. Thechurch local basicaly concerns our rdationship with one another
-- Of course, our servicein thelatter can certainly affect our standing in the for mer!

Is our relationship with Christ and each other what it should be?
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The Church Jesus Built
| dentifying The Church Today

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour last lesson we noted some of the distinctions between the church univer sal and the church

local...

The Church “Universal”

The Church “Local”

Composed of al Christians

Composed of Christiansin onelocation

Thereisjust one

There are many

Began on the Day of Pentecost

Begins when people join together

Enter only by being added by the Lord

Enter by joining ourselves

The Lord keeps the books of membership

Enrolled by human judgment

Consists of all the saved

Consists of both saved and lost

Must be in thisto be saved

Do not haveto bein thisto be saved

Has no earthly organization

Has earthly organization

Can't be divided

Can be divided

Death doesn’t affect membership

Death does affect membership

Mark A. Copeland

2. When we are aware of the difference between the church univer sal and local churches, we are
better equipped to identify “ The Church Jesus Built” today...
a. Inview of the high estimation placed upon the church as described in the New Testament, |
would like to be able to identify it today, wouldn't you?
b. Butisour task one of being able to identify the church universal, or local churches?

[1t isthe latter question that | wish to addressin thisstudy. Let me begin by asking...]

I. CANWE IDENTIFY THE CHURCH “UNIVERSAL"?

A. ONE POPULAR APPROACH IN EVANGELISM ISASFOLLOWS...

1. Jesussaid Hewould build His church, and we read about it in the Bible

2. If today you could find that church we read about in the Bible, wouldn't you want to be a
member of it?

3. Wdl, hereisachart which shows the pattern of the New Testament church...
a. A chart isthen used which describes the beginning of the church (its founder, place and

time of origin, and its heed)

b. The chat dso ligts verses describing the organization, name, worship, €tc., of the church

4. If you canfind the church that is like thisin dl respects, then it is the New Testament church
today!

B. THE PROBLEM WITH THISAPPROACH...
1. Arewe not trying to identify the one and true church, i.e., the church “universal”?
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2. But charts like the one described above often make no distinction between the church
univer sal and the church local
a. E.g., itsfounder, timeand place of origin, head, etc., refers to the univer sal church
b. Yet passages describing organization, name, worship, etc., refer to the local church!
3. Thiscan easly lead to confusion...
a.  Concerning the church univer sal
1) That it may have earthly organization
2) That it isoverseen by eders and served by deacons
b. Concerning the church local
1) That they dl sarted in Jerusdlem
2) Thatthey dl started in 30 A.D.
4. Itisvirtudly impossble to identify the church universal in thisway
a. It hasno earthly organization that can be visbly seen
b. Only the Lord knows...
1) Thosewho aretruly saved
2) Thaose who thereby make up His body, the one true church!
5. At best, we can only identify local churchestoday

C. AMORE SCRIPTURAL WAY TO DISCUSSTHE CHURCH...
1. Regarding the church universal
a. Emphasizethat the Lord isin the process of building His one true church
b. Which conssts of al the saved, for the Lord adds those being saved to it
c. Hereishow you can be saved and thereby become a member of the Lord’ s church...
2. Regarding the church local
a.  Once saved, and amember of the body of Chrigt, the NT teaches you should “join
yoursdlf” with alocal congregation
b. But which one? How can you identify which of the myriad congregations are
consdered by the Lord as Hisfaithful churchesin theloca sense?
c. Now let'sexamine what the NT reveals about the local church...

[This gpproach is not only scripturd, it dso has less potentid for confusing the univer sal church with
the local church. With thisin mind, here are afew thoughts on...]

HOW TO IDENTIFY THE CHURCH “LOCAL”

A. THE“NAME” ISA GOOD PLACE TO BEGIN...
1. Thename of alocd congregation reveds much
a. Whether the church is concerned about promoting unity in the body of Christ
b. If the nameisadenominationd name, rdigious divison must not be amgor concern of
those in the congregation
2. The*name’ should therefore be a scripturd name
a. Thereisnoone scriptural name for the Lord's church in the New Testament
1) Theexpressons“church of God” (1 Co 1:2), “churches of God” (1 Th 2:14), and
“churches of Chrig” (Ro 16:16) are commonly used
2) Other terms are used dso, and dl reflecting an association with God and Christ
(body of Christ, kingdom of God, bride of Chrigt, temple of God, etc.)
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b. Buttheuseof scriptural namesingtead of a humanly-conceived name...
1) Reflectsadesreto follow the Scriptures, and not human tradition
2) Certainly conveys adesire to honor God and Christ, and not some man, creed or
particular doctrine
3. However, the “name’ doneisnot a sure guide
a Jud asthename“Mrs Copdand’ doneis not a sure guide if you were seeking to find
my wife
1) Fortherearealot of women who go by the name, “Mrs. Copeland”
2) But only one who bearsthe nameis properly my wife!
b. Sothere may be many congregations that bear the name of Christ or God that may not
be truly honoring them!
1) For example, there are over 200 separate denominations that use the name “Church
of God”
2) Likewise, there may be “Churches of Chrigt” that are no less a congregation of the
Lord than any with a denominational name!
- Yet | would ill recommend that one begin with the name, and in particular those
congr egationsthat use the expression “church of Christ”

B. EXAMINE THE “GOSPEL” BEING PREACHED...
1. Remember how Chrigt is adding people to His church univer sal
a. Through thegospd, Hecdlsus-2Th 2:14
b. Aswe heed the gospd call, the Lord adds us to His body, the church - Ac 2:41,47
c. Thaiswhy it issoimportant that the gospd not be perverted in any way - Ga 1.6-9
2. If the gospd proclamed by thosein alocal church isdifferent...
a. By changing either the facts or commands of the gospd...
b. ...then people are not being saved, and the Lord is not adding them to His church!
3. A church with a perverted gospd!...
a. May have the nicest people, but they are till unregenerate people!
b. May wear the name of Chrig, both asindividuas and as a church, but are not truly the
people of God, nor apart of “The Church Jesus Built”!

C. COMPARE THE “PRACTICE” WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN...
1. Inthe New Testament, we find a pattern regarding loca churches
a. The NT describesthe early church during itsfirst 60 years
b. A careful study of Acts and the epistles reved apicture of the church
c. Fromthispicture, a pattern emergesin reference to:
1) Theworship of locd churches
2) Thework of loca churches
3) The organization of the churches
d. This pattern emerges as we see the early Chrigtians...
1) Continuing steedfastly in the “gpostles doctring’ - Ac 2:42
2) Being taught the samethingsin every church - ¢f. 1 Co 4:17; 16:1-2
2. Fathful churches abiding in the “gpostles doctring” will reflect this pattern today
a. Ther worship will belike that described in the New Testament
b. Ther work asacongregation will be amilar to that found in the New Testament
c. Ther organization as a congregation will seek to be like that described in the New
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Testament

CONCLUSION

1. If wewishtoidentify “The Church Jesus Built” today...
a.  We cannot point to one group of churches and say “Thereis The One True Church!”
b For “The One True Church” that Jesus built...
1) Isagpiritud entity, abody made up of saved individuas throughout the world
2) With no earthly headquarters nor earthly organization

2. But such individuds will join themsalves together aslocd churches...
a. Following the gpodtles doctrine as revedled in the New Testament
b. Imitating the pattern seen in the New Testament regarding the work, worship and organization
of theloca church
-- And such churches can be so identified today!

A person'sfirst concern should be to look to the Lord through His Word to save him, thereby adding
him to His church univer sal.

Having done that, he should then examine the New Testament to learn what to look for as one seeksto
locate and worship with one of Hislocal churches.

Our focusin this series will be on the latter as we congider the or ganization of the church in our next
lesson...
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The Church Jesus Built
The Organization Of The Church

INTRODUCTION

1. Insuggesting how to identify “ The Church Jesus Built”, the previous lesson stressed...

a. Theimportance of distinguishing between the church univer sal and the church local
1) Thevery nature of the church univer sal makes it difficult to identify it as such
2) Withtheaid of the New Testament, however, we can identify local churches

b. That the New Testament provides a pattern by which we can identify local churches of Chrigt
which are true to the Scriptures
1) Thechurch a Jerusdem “ continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” - Ac 2:42
2) The apogtlestaught their doctrinein “ every church” - eg., 1 Co 4:17
--  Thuswe should expect that the churches were smilar in doctrine and practice

2. The pattern that we find for loca churches includes such dements as.
a. Theorganization of the church
b. Theworship of the church
c. Thework of the church

[In this lesson, we will examine what pattern emerges from the New Testament regarding the
organization of the Lord s church in the local sense. But one might ask...]

. WHY BE CONCERNED ABOUT “CHURCH ORGANIZATION"?

A. ORGANIZATION REVEALSPURPOSE...

1. When God creates something...
a. Hehasapurposein mind
b. Hedesgns His cregtion with the organization to accomplish His purpose

2. Thisistrueinthe physcd redm
a. Certain animals were created as beasts of prey
b. Smply by looking at the animd’ s festures (i.e., its organization), we can glean what its

purposeis

3. Thisistruewith thelocal church aswell...
a. Seaingitsorganization will help uslearn of the Lord' s purpose for the church
b. Thiswill be especidly helpful later, when we examine the work of the church

B. APOSTASY OFTEN BEGINSWITH CHANGESIN ORGANIZATION...
1. Oneof the earliest departures from the New Testament was in church organization
2. Modern-day apostasies often start thisway as well
--  And usualy when people seek to change the purpose or work of the church!

[The or ganization of the church asreveded in the New Testament should not be taken lightly. The
Lord had a purpose in mind, and organized the church to meet that purpose. With that said, let’s now
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II. CHURCH ORGANIZATION IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. ELDERSTO OVERSEE THE LOCAL CONGREGATION...

1.
2.

o &

A congregation, once fully developed, would have elders - cf. Ac 14:23; Ti 1.5

These elders were dso caled bishops and pastors

a. Elders (Grk., “presbuteros’, presbyter) for they were older men

b. Bishops (Grk. “episkopos’, overseer) for their task was to oversee the congregation
- cf. Ac20:17,28; 1 Pe5:1-2

c. Pagtors (Grk. “poimen”, shepherd) for their task was to shepherd and feed the flock of
God - cf. Ac 20:17,28; 1 Pe 5:1-2

-- Not threedigtinct offices, but different waysto describe the men and their work
(cf. Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Moody Handbook of Theology)

Elders were gppointed only after meeting stringent qudifications

a. Thequdificationsareligedin 1 Ti 3:1-7; Ti 1:5-9

b. Notethat they “must be...” (no exceptions), eq....
1) Husband of onewife
2) Withfathful children

-- Such qualifications prepar ed them for their role- cf. 1 Ti 3:5

In every congregation with eders, there was dways a plurality, never just one (see below)

The authority of the elders to oversee was limited...

a. They wereto take heed to the flock of God “ _among which_ the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers’ - Ac 20:28

b. They wereto “ shepherd the flock of God whichisamongyou ” -1Pe5:2

-- No elder (bishop, pastor) or group of eldershad any authority beyond their
local congregation!

B. DEACONSTO SERVE THE ELDERSAND THE CONGREGATION...

1.

2.
3.

These were servants (Grk., “diakonos’, servant, minister) who asssted the eldersin the
work of the church

Their qudificationsarefoundin 1 Ti 3:8-13

The work they do isavery nobleone-1Ti 3:13

C. THE MEMBERSOF THE CONGREGATION ITSELF...

1.

2.
3.

Commonly caled saints (Grk., “hagios’, holy one) in the New Testament -- c¢f. 1 Co 1:2;
Ph1:1
Also cdled disciples, Christians, believers, etc.
Among such members there may have been evangelists and teachers - Ep 4:11
a. Theevangelists would take the gospd to the lost
b. Teachers ingructed and edified the members
c. Note: Those commonly referred to as preachers or minisers...
1) May do the work of both evangdlist and teacher - eg., 2 Ti 4:5; 2:2
2) But whether they serve as evangdlist, teacher, preacher, or minister, within the local
church they likewise submit to the oversght of the eders
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[In Ph 1:1, wefind the organization of theloca church dluded toin Paul’saddress. “ To all the saints
in Christ Jesuswho are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons’ . Other than the members
(“saints’), what organization existed was a two-tier system (bishops and deacons).

But it wasn't long before changes in organization it occurred, o perhaps aword or two should be said
aboui...]

[11.CHANGESIN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH

A. ANCIENT CHANGES...
1. Inthe New Testament, churches that had elders (bishops) never had just one...

a. Therewasdwaysaplurdity - cf. Ph 1:1; Ac 20:17

b. Thiscertainly prevented a one-man rule over a church

2. But things soon changed; as noted by the Holman Bible Dictionary ...

a. During the second century A.D. churches came to have a single bishop, and then that
bishop came to exercise oversght over nearby rurd churches aswell asthe city church
S0 that his ecclesasticd territory became known asa“diocese’ or “see” (“eparchy” in
the East).

b. Bishopsof churches that had been founded by apostles were said to be in succession to
the apostles, and hence their teaching was held to be authentic and their authority
collegid.

c. By 400 A.D. inthe West, the bishop of Rome began to assume extraordinary authority
above other bishops

3. Accordingto A. T. Robinson’sWord Pictures. “Ignatius showsthat in the early second
century the office of bishop over the eders had devel oped, but Lightfoot has shown that it
was not o in thefirst century.”

B. MODERN CHANGES...
1. Many denominations have smply adopted the later changes in church organization
a.  Somego back to 400 A.D., and emulate an organization Smilar to Roman Catholicism
b. Othersgo back to the second century A.D...
1) Andhaveathreetier system of bishop, elders, deacons within a congregation
2) Or where abishop or group of bishops (presbyters) oversee a number of churches
2. Some who have sought to restore New Testament Christianity have adopted changes that
are not much different than what occurred in the past
a. Thelnternational Church of Chrigt has developed a hierarchy of control over
churches that emulates the structure found in Catholicism and other churches
b. The sponsoring-church concept adopted by many churches of Christ has the same
effect as changes which occurred in the second century (elders in one area overseeing
other churches or areas)

C. THEIMPORT OF SUCH CHANGES...
1. One might wonder whether such changes have any importance
2. My responseisyes, for several reasons...
a. Fird, it reflectsan attitude toward the Scripturesand the Lord
1) That we are free to change whatever we desire
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2) Tha we can come up with amore efficient plan than the Lord
b. Second, organization (design) reflects pur pose; change the organization and you
change the purpose
1) E.g.,inthe New Testament organization of the loca church, the purpose of the
eldersisto watch and feed the flock over which the Spirit has gppointed them
2) But when eders become overseers of other churches or works in other aress...
a) They are no longer shepherds, but administrators
b) They presume authority in areas they have not been given
c) They take on worksthey redly can’'t oversee (at least, effectivey)
-- Their purpose as God's shepherds has changed
c. Third, changesin organization upset the “ balance of power”
1) Other than the authority given the inspired apostles, no man or group of men were
given more authority than the eders of a particular church
a) Eventhar authority was limited to the church were they were
b) A plurdity of edersin one congregation aso kept them in check
2) But when changes in church organization occurred...
a) It became possible for one man to control one or more churches
b) It became possible for agroup of men to control a group of churches
--  Thus authority over churches which ought to rest in Chrigt and His gpostles now
becomes vested in uninspired men!
d. Finally, the Divine wisdom to dow the development of error ishindered
1) Some changesin church organization were an attempt to restrain error
2) But whenever you have an organizationa structure above the loca church, the
potentia for error’s spread multiplies
a) If eror cregpsinaloca church, it islesslikely to spread if each congregation is
independent and autonomous
b) Butif error cregpsinto a hierarchy like those devel oped in the second century
and later, it can quickly spread to churches expected to submit to such

hierarchy

CONCLUSION

1. A sudy of church history should illudirate the danger of making changes in the or ganization of the
church

2. When Jesussaid, “1 will build My church...”, | believe He knew the best way to do it!
a. The New Testament reveds how He did it through His gpostles
b. A clear pattern concerning the or ganization of churchesin the New Testament revedsiits
amplicity and evidence of Divine Wisdom

If we are content to “ continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine...” (Ac 2:42), then we will
make sure that we follow their waysin Chrigt pertaining to the local church!
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The Church Jesus Built
The Worship Of The Church - |

INTRODUCTION

1. Our previous lesson examined the or ganization of the church, in which...
a. A dear patern emergesthat illustrates its smplicity and Divine Wisdom
b. A congregation, when completely organized, conssted of:
1) Bishopsto overseethe local congregation (also caled elders, pastors)
2) Deaconsto serve the congregation in its work
3) Saints, i.e, the members of the congregation
-- Asindicated in Paul’s address to the church at Philippi - Ph 1:1
c. Authority was carefully limited
1) A plurdity of bishopsin each church prevented one-man rule
2) Charged to shepherd the flock of God among them, bishops were prevented from
exerciang authority over more than one congregation
--  Thusthe potentia spread of error was severely hindered

2. Inthislesson and the one to follow, we shal examine the wor ship of the church...
a. For thistoo can help usidentify “ The Church Jesus Built”
b. For certainly those who “ continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” today will worship
in the same manner as did the early Chrigtians under the ingtruction of Christ and His gpostles

3. Now, it isimportant to gppreciate that not al worship is acceptable to God...
a. Thereisvain worship - Mt 15:7-9
b. Thereisignorant worship - Ac 17:22-23
c. Thereiswill (sdf-imposed) worship - Co 2:20-23
--  We should seek to offer what Jesus described as true wor ship (see below)

[What can we learn about the worship of the church? Consider some thoughts regarding the natur e of
wor ship in the church..]

|. THEIRWORSHIPWAS"IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH"

A. THETIME HAD COME FOR A NEW KIND OF WORSHIP...
1. AsJesusexplaned to the Samaritan woman at the well - Jn 4:23-24
2. Inwhich people are to worship the Father “in spirit and truth”
3. Inwhich those who seek to worship Him “ must worship in spirit and truth”

B. WORSHIPPING GOD IN “SPIRIT™"...
1. Some understand thisto mean “to do so with sincerity, from the heart”
a. But thisdoes not fit in with the idea that Jesus is making a contrast between OT and NT
worship - cf. Jn 4:19-24
b. And sincerity was required under the OT - Deu 6:4-7; Isa 1:10-18
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2. | suggest that to worship in spirit meansto offer “ spiritual wor ship”
a. l.e,incontrast to worship that is physicd or fleshly
b. Thiscontrast isin harmony with the context
1) Jesusbegan by saying “ God is Spirit”
2) Therefore the worship of Himisto be “spiritud”, that is, in kegping with His nature
c. Thisinterpretation isin harmony with what we |learn e sawhere about the contrast
between OT and NT worship
1) He 9:1-10 teachestha OT worship conssted of fleshly ordinances; e.g.:

a)
b)
C)
d)
€)

U]

A physical structure (tabernacle)

Specid clothing for priests

Lampstands

Burning of incense

Ingruments of music

Animd sacrifices

All of which appeded to the physical senses

2) But NT worship isfocused toward the spiritual Sde of man:

a)
b)

c)
d)

God stemple is spiritud, made up of Chrigians- 1 Co 3:16; Ep 2:19-22

All Chrigians are priedts, offering up spiritud sacrifices- 1 Pe 2:5,9; Ro 12:1;
He13:15

Our prayers are as sweet incense - Re 5:8

Our musicis making melody with the heart - Ep 5:19

3) Physcd ordinances of the OT wereto lagt until a*“time of reformation” - He 9:9-10
(which has occurred with the coming of the New Covenant)
-- To*“worship in spirit”, then, isto offer up “spiritual” worship astaught in the NT and
not the “physical” worship asfound in the OT

C. WORSHIPPING GOD IN “TRUTH"....
1. Some undergtand this to worship accor ding to the commands of God
a. Certanly we should do this
b. But again, thisisno contrast to what God expected in the OT - cf. Deu 5:32-33
c. Jesus admitted that the Jews had been right in their worship - Jn 4:22
-- Sothe contrast is not between true and fal se worship
2. Thecontrast is between that whichistrue (or real), and that which had been ashadow (or
type) pointing toward the true!
a.  Many dements of OT worship were smply a*“shadow” of what was to come
1) The Tabernacle was asymbaol or type- He 9:8-9
2) TheLaw with itsworship was only a“shadow” of that which wasto come - He
10:1
b. Chrigisnow inthetrue tabernacle (heaven)- He 9:11-12,24
1) Therefore we should expect the worship of the true to be different from that of the
shadow
2) And we have aready seen that to be the case:

a)
b)

The OT worship, which was but a shadow, was physical in nature

But NT worship, which God now expects of “true worshipers’, is
according to the true redities (God is Spirit, Christ in heaven) and is therefore
Spiritual in nature
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-- To“worshipintruth”, then, isto offer up the“true’, “ spiritual” worship astaught in
the NT, and not the* physical” worship in the OT which was but a* shadow”

[When we consider the elements of wor ship in our next lesson, | trust we shall see that the worship in
the early church was indeed spiritud initsfocus. But before we conclude this study, two more things
can be said about the natur e of wor ship in the church...]

II. THEIR WORSHIP WASFOR EDIFICATION

A. WORSHIP WASCERTAINLY DIRECTED TO GOD...
1. Aswewill seelater, they sang “hymns’ - cf. Ep 5:19
2. Thedefinition of “hymn” isasong of praseto God
-- AsGod’screatures, especially those created in Hisimage and redeemed by His
Son, the Creator isthe primary focus of any wor ship service- e.g., Re4:9-11

B. WORSHIP WASALSO TO BUILD UP EACH OTHER...

1. AsPaul ingructed the church in Corinth - 1 Co 14:26
a. All thingswere to be done “for edification”
b. Thatis, for the purpose of “building up”

2. Notethat in regardsto Snging...
a. They were “ speaking to one another...” aswell astotheLord - Ep 5:19
b. They were*teaching and admonishing one another” - Co 3:16

3. Note the true source of their edification...
a. Not themusic or mdody of the songs themsalves
b. But the words of the songs which taught and admonished them
-- For spiritual wor ship is designed to impact the spiritua side of man, not hisfleshly side

[Worship in the church should therefore edify or build up those engaged in it, not by what may sound
good to the ears (the flesh), but by words that impact the heart of man (the spirit). Sadly, it is easy for
usto more interested in the melody and beat of a song, than the actua words!  But those seeking true
edification will be careful to note the difference. Findly...]

[I.THEIR WORSHIP WAS DONE DECENTLY AND IN ORDER

A. THE CHURCH IN CORINTH HAD A PROBLEM...

1. Atatimeinwhich Chrigians enjoyed the gifts of tongues (speeking in aforeign language),
those in Corinth were misusing them
a. Tongueswere designed to be asign for unbelievers-1 Co 14:22
b. They were spesking without interpreters, and dl a once- 1 Co 14:23

2. Therefore Paul commanded them to do things decently and in order...
a. They wereto speak one at atime, and no more than three- 1 Co 14:27
b. If there were no interpreter, they wereto remain silent - 1 Co 14:28
--  Thusthey wereto do things*“ decently and in order” - 1 Co 14:40

B. WORSHIPPING DECENTLY AND IN ORDER...
1. Worship that is* decent” isthat which...
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a. Isdone*“inaseemly manner”; i.e, fitting for the occasion
b. Glorifies God by offering up “spiritua worship” (worship in kegping with His nature; not
necessarily what we want) - cf. Jn 4:23-24
c. Edifiesthe brethren by teaching and admonishing them - cf. 1 Co 14:26
2. Worshipthat is“in order” isthat which...
a. Follows*“afixed arrangement”; i.e, not totaly spontaneous - eg., 1 Co 14:27
b. Contributes to peace, not confusion - cf. 1 Co 14:33

CONCLUSION

1. When we consder the elements of wor ship in our next lesson...
a. Wewill see how they are consstent with the natur e of wor ship
b. That what the worship of the early church wasindeed done:
1) Inspirit and truth
2) For the purpose of edification
3) Decently and in order

2. Remember, not al worship is acceptable to God. Worship based upon...
a. Thedoctrines of menisvain worship - Mt 15:7-9
b. A lack of understanding of God' s nature isignorant wor ship - Ac 17:22-23
c. What we think is best iswill wor ship (sdf-imposed religion), and of no true vauein
overcoming the flesh - Co 2:20-23

Let those who seek to be a part of “ The Church Jesus Built” listen closdly to the Magter...
“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true wor shipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

(In 4:23-24)

Arewe*true worshipers’ of the Father?

The Church Jesus Built 24



Mark A. Copeland

The Church Jesus Built
TheWorship Of The Church - 11

INTRODUCTION

1. Inseeking to better understand “ The Church Jesus Built”, we are looking at the wor ship of the
church asreveded in the New Testament

2. The preceding lesson made the following observations about the natur e of wor ship in the early
church...
a. Therworshipwas“in spirit and truth” - Jn 4:23-24
b. Ther worship was* for edification” - 1 Co 14:26
c. Ther worship wasto be done* decently and in order” - 1 Co 14:40

3. Indeermining what was meant to “ worship God in spirit and truth”, | suggested that...
a. Itinvolved worship in kegping with God's nature (i.e., God is Spirit, our worship isto be
goiritud)
b. 1t would be different from the “fleshly ordinances’ of the Old Testament which were a* shadow”
of that which istrue (or red)

4. Thislesson will identify the elements of wor ship as described inthe NT...

a. l.e, theativitiesin which the early church engaged in their worship
b. With some observations about their “spiritua” nature in contrast to OT worship

[Let’ s begin by noticing...]

. ACTIVITIESIN THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH

A. THEY OBSERVED THE LORD’S SUPPER...
1. Ascommanded by the Lord and His apostles
a. A memorid feadt indtituted by Jesus Himsdlf - Lk 22:14-20
b. Taught to the churches by the gpostles- 1 Co 11:23-29
c. Inthismemoarid they remembered:
1) Thesnlessbody offered on the cross
2) Theblood shed to provide forgiveness for their Sns
d. Inthismemorid they procdlamed their faith in the efficacy of the Lord's degth
2. Onthefirst day of the week
a Asdescribedin Ac 20:7
b. One caninfer from this passage that they were doing this every week
c. Other passages cartainly indicate they were assembling regularly on the first day of the
week - eg., 1 Co 16:1-2

B. THEY GAVE TO MEET CERTAIN NEEDS...
1. The church was noted for its love for one another
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a. Asexemplified in the church a Jerusdem - cf. Ac 2:44,45; 4:32-35
b. Such love went beyond those in the loca congregation - Ac 11:27-30
2. A weekly callection was indtituted
a. To provide for the needs of the saints- 1 Co 16:1-2
b. Principles were taught to determine how much one should give
1) “Ashemay prosper” -1 Co 16:2
2) Whatever isgiven with “awilling mind’ - 2 Co 8:12
3) “According to what onehas’ - 2 Co 8:12-13
4) “Ashe purposes (plans) inhisheart” -2 Co 9:7
5) Whatever one can give “chearfully”, not “grudgingly” or “of necessty” -2 Co 9:7
6) Keegping in mind the principle of “sowing and regping” - 2 Co 9:6,8
3. Funds so collected were used to help needy Chritians, including those who devoted their
livesto preaching the gospd - cf. 2 Co 11:8,9; Ph 4:10-18

C. THEY LISTENED TO THE WORD...

1. They were noted for their attention to the Word
a. Thechurchin Jerusdem “ continued Seadfagtly in the gpostles doctrine...” - Ac 2:42
b. Asambassadors of Chrigt, the gpostles words were taken very serioudy - cf. 1 Co

14:37, 1 Th 2:13

2. They therefore used their assembliesto hear God’'s Word
a. Aswhen Paul spoke at Troas- Ac 20:7
b. Or when letters from the apostles had been received - cf. Co 4:16

D. THEY OFFERED PRAYERS AND SONGS...
1. Prayerswere offered in their assemblies
a Asindicatedin 1 Co 14:15-17
b. Especidly intimesof trouble - cf. Ac 12:5,12
2. Songs were sung when they were together
a.  Usng psams, hymns and spiritual songs to spoesk to one another - Ep 5:19
b. Using the same to teach and admonish one another - Co 3:16

[Such were the activities in which the Chridtians engaged in the worship of the early church. But in what
way was their worship any more “spiritud” than that seen in the Old Testament? Let me suggest afew
observations regarding...]

II. THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF THEIR WORSHIP

A. CONTRAST THE LORD’SSUPPER WITH O.T. SACRIFICES...
1. TheOT required daborate ritud in offering various sacrifices, which certainly involved the
physical senses (sght, sound, smell, touch)
2. The Supper, amemorid of Chridt’s sacrifice, involves the mind more than the senses
a.  Reqguiring meditation rather than much in the way of physical action
b. Involving atimefor reflection, sdf-examination

B. CONTRAST THEIR GIVING WITH O.T. TITHING...
1. TheOT required a specific amount (atithe, or ten percent), which could easily be givenina
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perfunctory manner

2. Givinginthe NT was based upon principles requiring careful thought and proper attitudes
a. Asone prospered and purposed in their heart
b. Chearfully, without grudging obligation

C. CONTRAST THEIR SINGING WITH O.T. MUSIC...
1. Mechanicd instruments were used in the OT to accompany praise to God
2. InNT worship, the instrument they used was the “heart”, not the * harp”
a.  Upon which they were to “make melody” - cf. Ep 5:19
b. Inwhich they wereto sing “with grace” - cf. Co 3:16

D. CONTRAST OTHER ELEMENTS OF WORSHIP...

1. TheOT required:
a. A physica tabernacle (temple)
b. Separate priesthood
C. Specid garments
d. Burning of incense
e. Elaborate ceremonies, specia feast days

2. InNT worship:
a. Thetempleisthe people of God -1 Co 3:16-17; Ep 2:20-22
b. All Chrigiansare priests- 1 Pe 2:5,9
c. They adorned themsdveswith Chrigt - Ga 3:27; Co 3:5-14
d. Ther prayerswere asincense - Re 5:8
e. Observance of feast days was a cause of concern - Ga 4:10,11; Co 2:16,17

CONCLUSION

1. Theworship in the early church was smple, and it was spiritual...
a. Cetanly amplein contrast with the worship of the Old Covenant
b. Desgned to encourage the worship of God with the inner man, not to make an impression on
the outer man
-- Not to say that the outer man was not affected, but keeping the priority on the spiritua

2. Thiswas especidly true in regards to the use of mechanica instruments of music...

a “..thefirg Chrigians were of too spiritud afiber to subgtitute lifeless indruments for or to use
them to accompany the human voice.” - Catholic Encyclopedia

b. “Theexecution of Byzantine church music by insdruments, or even the accompaniment of sacred
chanting by instruments was ruled out by the Eastern Fethers as being incompatible with the
pure, solemn, spiritud character of the rdigion of Chrigt.” - Constantine Cavar nos, Byzantine
Sacred Music

c. “Muscd instrumentsin celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the
burning of incense, the lighting up of lamps, the restoration of the other shadows of the law. The
Papidts, therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, as well as many other things, from the Jews.
Men who are fond of outward pomp may delight in that noise; but the smplicity which God
recommends to us by the gpostle isfar more pleasing to Him.” - John Calvin, Commentary on
the Book of Psalms, Val. I, p. 539
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3. Sadly, many today think that to become more “spiritual” requiresinnovation (change)...
a.  Such as mechanicd indruments, clgpping, burning of incense, theetrica productions
b. But such things apped to the fleshly side of man, rather than to his spiritud sde!
-- When onelooksto the OT for thekind of wor ship they offer, they aretaking a step
backward, not forward to true spirituality!

4. Some complain that Smple snging and worship is outdated and boring...
a. But the“fleshly ordinances’ of the OT are older than the “spiritua worship” of the NT!
b. If wefind the“spiritud worship” of the NT boring, isthat not a sad commentary on our own
Spiritua condition?
1) Themdody of asong may only be asmple chant...
2) Butif thewords of the song present spiritud truths, how can that be “boring”?
-- Isitreally outdated, or simply challenging to those seeking to entertain themselves?

In*“The Church Jesus Built”, the worship will seek to worship God the way Jesusingructs, again
noting Hiswords:

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship

the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
(In 4.23-24)

Is our worship “in spirit and truth”?
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The Church Jesus Built
TheWork Of The Church

INTRODUCTION

1. Having congdered the organization and worship of “The Church Jesus Built”, what about the
work of the church?
a. What doesthe Lord intend for His church to do in this world?
b. Arewe freeto involve the church in whatever work we deem suitable?

2. Inasking such questions, we should continue to note the distinction between the church univer sal
and the church local...
a. Thechurch universal has no earthly organization in which to do its work; what work it doesis
done asindividuas who live and work in the world
b. Thechurch local has organization as we have seen, and as such is cgpable of some sort of
corporate (as opposed to individuas) work
-- Itisthework of the church local that | am addressing in this study

3. Thework of the church can be gleaned in some respects from what is revealed about the
organization and worship of the church...
a. For the Lord organized His church to effectively carry out its work
b. And the worship ordained would certainly complement the church in its work
-- L ook at the organization and wor ship of the church, and that beginsto tell one what the
work of the church idl

[With that in mind, and turning now to the Scriptures, let me first stress that the work of the church
includes...]

|. EDIFICATION (PREPARING THE SAINTSFOR SERVICE)

A. IMPLIED BY ITSORGANIZATION AND WORSHIP...

1. Thelocd church when completely organized will have bishops (elders, pastors)
a. Ther functionisto feed and oversee the flock - Ac 20:28; 1 Pe5:1-2
b. Asthey cary out their reponghilities, the church will be built up (edified)

2. Theactivities of their worship are desgned to edify
a. E.g., snging designed to exhort and admonish, aswdl as praise God - Ep 5:19; Co

3:16

b. E.g., preaching and teaching which certainly edifies the church

B. EXPLICITLY STATED IN THE SCRIPTURES...
1. Spesking of the gifts which Christ gave His church - Ep 4:11
2. Such gifts (including that of evangdlists, pastors and teachers) are designed:
a. For the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry
b. For the edifying of the body of Chrigt - Ep 4:12
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3. Aseach person in the church does their part, the end result will be the “growth of the body

for the edifying of itdf inlove’ - Ep 4:15-16

[When one looks at how theloca church is organized, what it is called to do in worship, and the
purpose of the gifts that Christ gave His church, | believe it isfar to say that the primary work of the
locd churchisedification, i.e, the spiritua development of itsmembers! But clearly thereis more,
The work of the locd church certainly includes...]

II. BENEVOLENCE (PROVIDING FOR THE NEEDY SAINTYS)

A. THE EARLY CHURCH CARED FOR ITSMEMBERS...

1.
2.
3.

We s it in the church at Jerusdlem for its own - Ac 4:32-37

We seit in the church at Antioch for their brethren in Judea - Ac 11:27-30

We see in the churches of Macedoniaand Achaiafor their brethren in Jerusdlem - Ro
15:25-26

B. ITSORGANIZATION AND WORSHIP ACCOMMODATED SUCH WORK ...

1.

2.

Deacons were appointed - cf. Ph 1:1; 1 Tim 3:8-13

a. They served the congregation

b. If the seven sdected in Acts 6 were prototypes of the work of deacons, they would
certainly serve in providing assstance for widows and other needy members - Ac 6:1-6

The collection for needy saints was made a part of the weekly assembly - 1 Co 16:1-2

C. BUT THEREWERE LIMITATIONSTO ITSBENEVOLENCE...

1.

In Paul’singructionsto Timothy - 1 Ti 5:9-16

a.  Widows with believing family members were not to be supported

b. Ther own families should support them, that “ the church not be burdened”

Examples of church benevolence are limited to needy saints

a. Inevery case of church benevolence, i.e., where money was taken from the church
treasury, the recipients were believersin need - cf. Ro 15:25-26; 1 Co 16:1-2; 2 Co
8:1-4; 9:11

b. Of course, individudly Chrigtianswould be expected to be “good Samaritans’ and help
those in the world as they had opportunity and ability

Thisimpliesthat the local church was not intended to be a social agency to cureall

the social illsin theworld. It hasneither the organization nor resourcesto do so!

[Thework of benevolence, while important, appears to take a back seat to the primary work of the
church, which was edification. But thereis another work of the church, which is a natura outgrowth of
equipping the saints for minidtry...|

I1.EVANGELISM (PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL TO THE LOST)

A. THE EARLY CHURCHESWERE INVOLVED IN EVANGELISM...

1.
2.

They sent out preachersto spread the word in new places - cf. Ac 13:1-3
They provided support for such preachers- e.g., 2 Co 11:8,9
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B. THISISCONSISTENT WITH WHAT THE LORD EXPECTS...
1. For Hisdisciples were to make more disciples- Mt 28:19-20
2. For His people are to proclaim the praises of God - 1 Pe 2:9-10
3. And among the gifts He gave to His church was the function of “evangdigss’ - Ep 4:11

CONCLUSION

1.

Thework of the church can be summarized as:

a. Edification (preparing the saints for service)

b. Benevolence (providing for the needy saints)
c. Evangelism (proclaming the gospe to the lost)

For such work the Lord designed His church, especidly in thelocal sense...
a. Asrdflected initsorganization
b. Asreflected initsworship

Thereisadanger in taking what the Lord created and using it for purposes He did not intend, such
aspoliticd or socid activiam...
a. Not that such causes are without merit
1) Asindividuds, Chrigians can certainly participate in such causes
2) Using other organizations such as family, community, or governmental agencies
b. Butthelocd churchislimited in its resources
1) It can easly become “burdened” (cf. 1 Ti 5:16)
2) It can be hindered or digtracted from fulfilling its true purpose.
-- If thechurch isnot freeto do itswork, then itswork will suffer!

When we let the local church do its proper work, it will...
a. “equip saintsfor the work of the ministry”

b. “edify the body of Chrigt”

c. “grow upindl thingsinto Him who isthe heed, Chrig”

If weareto truly be“ The Church Jesus Built” ...
a. Let'sbe sureto understand what the work of the churchis
b. Let'smake surethat we carry out that work intheloca church as taught in the New Testament

May we today let the church be“ The Church Jesus Built”, inits nature, its organization, its worship,
and itswork! In thisway we can do our part to fulfill the prayer of Paul:

“to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesusto all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.” (Ep 3:21)
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