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Can WeTrust TheBible?

Regarding Its Preservation And Trandation?

INTRODUCTION

1. Hasthe Bible we have today been atered or corrupted...?
a. Wehaveno origind “autographs’ (manuscripts penned by the authors)
b. All we have are copies of copies, made over the years

2. How do we know there hasn’t been...
a.  Significart changes or errors made in the process of copying?
b. Collusion (secret cooperation for deceitful purposes) by those who possessed the early copies?

3. Itisnot uncommon to hear such statements as...
a. “TheBiblewas corrupted by the Catholic church who possessed it” (Mormons, JWs)
b. “Only Catholic Bibles are rdigble, since the church possesses the oldest copies’ (Catholics)

4. Y it possbleto have confidence in the Bible, thet it...
a. Containsthe Scriptures as they were origindly written
b. Isfreefrom atemptsto twist the Scriptures to support a particular church or doctrine

[ This confidence comes from keeping two thingsin mind: 1) Textual evidence for the Biblical
documents, and 2) Trandation guiddines for selecting atrandation of the Bible. [Let’'sfirst takea
look at the...]

|. TEXTUAL EVIDENCE

A. FORTHE OLD TESTAMENT...
1. TheMassoretic Text (900 A.D.)
a. Earliest complete text of Hebrew OT, copied by Jewish scribes called the Massoretes
b. Comparisonwith earlier Greek and Latin versons
1) Reved vay careful copying
2) With little deviation during the thousand years from 100 B.C. to 900 A.D.
2. TheDead Sea Scrolls(150B.C.-70A.D.)
a. Discovered in 1947, containing copies of OT books dating back to 100 B.C.
b. Compared with the “Massoretic Text” of 900 A.D., they confirm the careful copying of
Jewish scribes for over 1000 years!
3. The Septuagint version of the OT (200 B.C.)
a. A Greek trandation of the OT, donein 200 B.C. by 70 scholars
b. It dso confirms the accuracy of the copyists who gave us the Massoretic Text
-- Inhisbook, Can | Trust My Bible, R. Laird Harris concluded, “We can now be
surethat copyists worked with great care and accuracy on the Old Testament, even
back to 225 B.C....Indeed, it would be rash skepticism that would now deny that we
have our Old Testament in aform very closeto that used by Ezra when he taught
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theword of the Lord to those who had returned from the Babylonian captivity.”

B. FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT...
1. Thenumber of the manuscripts
a. Over 4,000 Greek manuscripts
b. 13,000 copies of portions of the N.T. in Greek
2. Thelocation of the manuscripts
a. Foundinvariousplaces EQypt, Pdestine, Syria, Turkey, Greece, Itay
b. Making colluson very difficult (not one church or reigion containsthem dl)
3. Thedate of the manuscripts

a.  Severd papyri fragments have been dated to within 50-100 years of the original

b. We have severa nearly complete N.T. Greek manuscripts within 300-400 years
1) Codex Sinaiticus, found near Mt. Snai
2) Codex Alexandrinus, found near Alexandriain Egypt
3) Codex Vaticanus, located a the Vatican in Rome

4. Thevariations of the manuscripts

a. Thevast mgority are very minor (spelling, differencesin phraseology, etc.; modern
trandations often note the differences in footnotes)

b. Only 1/2 of one percent isin question (compared to 5 percent for the Iliad)

c. Eventhen, it can be stated: “No fundamentd doctrine of the Chrigtian faith resison a
disputed reading...It cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance the text of the
Bibleiscertain: epecidly isthis the case with the New Testament.” - Sir Frederick
Kenyon (authority in the field of New Testament textud criticiam)

5. Other trandations of the manuscripts

a. Morethan 1,000 copies and fragmentsin Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, Gothic, Ethiopic

b. 8,000 copies of the Latin Vulgate, some amost dating back to Jerome’s origind
trandation (ca. 400 A.D.)

6. Writingsof theearly “church fathers’ (100-400 A.D.)

a. Ealy rdigiousleaderswho left 1000s of quotations of the NT in their writings

b. Evenif dl the NT manuscripts and trandations were to disgppear overnight, it would be
possible to reconstruct the NT from their quotations, with the exception of 15-20 verses

-- Theevidenceis sufficient to show that the Greek text of the New Testament has
been faithfully preserved, without the possibility of collusion or corruption by any
onerdigiousparty or faction

[While the text of the Bible has been remarkably preserved inits origina languages, how can we be sure
that the verson we useisfathful in itstrandation of thetext? Here are some...]

II. TRANSLATION GUIDELINES

A. BEWARE OF THOSE BY ONE INDIVIDUAL...
1. Sometrandations are the work of one person; for example:
a. ThelLiving Bible, by Kenneth Taylor
b. Whichisnot redly atrandation, but a paraphrase
2. Though well intentioned, such trandations often:
a. Expressthe views of one person
Can We Trust The Bible? 4
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b. Convey thetheologica bias of that individua

It is better to find trandations produced by a committee of scholars
a.  With often hundreds of expertsin Hebrew and Greek

b. Who examine and critique each other’ swork in the trandation

B. BEWARE OF THOSE BY A PARTICULAR DENOMINATION...

1.

Some trandations are the work of one rdigious group; for example:

a. TheNew World Trandation

b. Produced by Jehovah's Witnesses

Such trandations are often danted to prove doctrines favorable to the group

a E.g.,theNWT trandation of Jn 1:1-2 (“the Word was agod”)

b. E.g.,theNWT trandation of Co 1:16-17 (inserting “other” four times)

It is better to find trandations produced by representatives from different backgrounds
a. Who are members of different rdigious organizations

b. Who check each other’ swork to prevent theological bias

C. RECOMMENDED ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS...

1.

King JamesVersion (KJV)

a. A classc, but somewhat archaic

b. Many people have problemswith or misunderstand the old English

New King James Version (NKJV)

a. Anupdated KJV, desiring to preserve the beauty of the KV

b. My persona choice, very easy to read

American Standard Verson (ASV)

a. Mod litera to the Greek, but therefore harder to read

b. Almog out of print

New American Standard Bible (NASB)

a. Anupdatetothe ASV

b. My second choice, though often wordy

Other trandations useful as references:

a. New International Version (NIV) - easy to read, but prone to theologica bias

b. New American Bible (NAB) - gpproved for Cathalics, useful to show differencesin
doctrine are not due to trandations

CONCLUSION

1. Canwetrust the Bible? Yes, because...
a.  The Hebrew and Greek manuscripts (though copies) have been providentialy preserved
b. Trandations are available that are free from theologicd bias

2. Yes itispossbleto have confidence in the Bible, thet it...
a. Containsthe Scriptures as they were origindly written
b. Can beread without fear that it has been tainted to support a particular church or doctrine

We can trust the Bible...do you? - cf. Ja 1:21-22
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Can WeTrust The Bible?
Regarding Its Canonicity? (Old Testament)

INTRODUCTION

1. TheBiblecondstsof 66 books...
a TheOld Tesament contains 39
b. The New Testament contains 27

2. Why these 66 books and not others...?
a  What about the additiona books in Catholic versons of the Old Testament?
b. What about the so-caled “lost books of the Bible?’

3. Such questions pertain to the canonicity of the Bible...
a. Theword “canon” meansarule or sandard for anything
b. For early Chrigtians, it meant the rule of faith, what is accepted as authoritative Scripture

4. Theincusion of any book into the canon follows two basic seps...
a. Inspiration by God - God determined the canon by co-authoring it
b. Recognition by men- Man recognized what God revealed and accepted it as the canon
c. “A book isnot the Word of God because it was accepted by the people, it was accepted by
the people because it was the Word of God.”

[So why 66 books and not others? Let’sfirst consder the question asit relatesto the OT.. ]

|. THE HEBREW CANON

A. RECOGNIZED BY JESUS...
1. Anyone who accepts the authority of Jesus will accept what He acknowledged as Scripture

a. He pointed people to the Scriptures - cf. Jn 5:39

b. He spoke of the faithfulness of Scripture - cf. Jn 10:35

2. Jesusrecognized three mgjor divisions of the OT, which included 39 books - cf. Lk 24:44

a. ThelLaw (Torah) - thefive books of Moses (Genesis - Deuteronomy)

b. TheProphets (Nebhiim) - “the former prophets’ (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and
Kings) and “the latter prophets’ (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and a book containing the
12 minor prophets).

c. TheWritings (Kethubhim) - three poetical books (Psalms, Proverbs, and Job), five
rolls (the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Esther, and Ecclesiastes), and severd
historical books (Danidl, Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles)

3. Jesusfollowed the arrangement of the OT books that was customary among the Jews

a.  Weseethisfrom Hiscommentsin Lk 11:49-51

b. There he speaks of the persecution of the prophets from the murder of Abd (Gen 4:8)
to the daying of Zechariah (2 Chr 24:20,21)

c. Thisarangement isthe onethat isfollowed in the Hebrew OT today dso
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4. “Jesus does not quote from every book of the Old Testament, but he does quote from dll
three of the main divisons, showing that he accepted the entire Old Testament as
canonicd.” - Wilbert R. Gawrisch (How The Canonicity Of The Bible Was Established)

B. RECOGNIZED BY THE APOSTLES...
1. Paul acknowledged the Hebrew canon

a
b.
C.

Aswritten for our learning - Ro 15:4
Aswritten for our admonition - 1 Co 10:11
As profitable for doctrine, etc.- 2 Ti 3:14-17

2. The apostles frequently quoted from those books in the Hebrew canon

a
b.
C.

Intheir gospels - eg., Mt 1:22-23; 2:17-18; Jn 12:37-41
Intheir effortsto evangelize - eg., Ac 17:2-3
Inther epistles- eg., R0 3:9-10; 4:3; 1 Pe 2.6

[1t is evident that Jesus and His gpostles accepted the authority (canon) of the Hebrew scriptures which
include the 39 books in the Old Testament. But what of the extra books found in the Catholic Old

Testament...?|

II. THEOLD TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA

A. THE APOCRYPHA DESCRIBED...
1. These books were written after Maachi (400 B.C), prior to the coming of Jesus
2 Thesebooksinclude:

OS3ITRATTSQ@TOAaNOT

The Wisdom of Solomon (30 B.C.), known as the Book of Wisdom
Ecclesagticus (132 B.C.), dso known as Sirach

Tobit (200 B.C.)

Judith (150 B.C.)

1 Maccabees (110 B.C.)

2 Maccabees (110 B.C))

Prayer of Azariah (100 B.C.) placed as Daniel 3:24-90

Susanna (100 B.C.) placed as Danid 13

Bd and the Dragon (100 B.C.), placed as Danid 14

Baruch (150-50 B.C.), placed as Baruch 1-5

L etter of Jeremiah (300-100 B.C.) placed as Baruch 6
Additions to Esther (140-130 B.C.), placed as Esther 10:4-16:24
1 Esdras (150-100 B.C.), aso known as 3 Esdras

2 Esdras (150-100 B.C.), known as 4 Esdras

Prayer of Manasseh (100 B.C.)

B. THE APOCRYPHA ACCEPTED...
1 The Council of Trent accepted the Old Testament Apocrypha as canonical in 1546

a
b.

C.

With the exception of 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh

While there are 15 totd books in the Apocrypha, Roman Cathalic Bibles count only 11
because they combine the Letter of Jeremiah with Baruch and omit 1 and 2 Esdras and
the Prayer of Manasseh

The teaching of 2 Esdras 7:105 in opposition to prayer for the dead may have led to its
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exclusion by the Roman Catholic Church
Reasons suggested for the Old Testament Apocrypha as Scripture include:
a.  Some church fathers accepted these books (Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria
The Syriac church accepted them in the fourth century
The Eastern Orthodox church accepts them
The Roman Cathalic Church proclaimed them as canonicd in 1546
The Apocryphawas included in Protestant Bibles, including the origind KJV of 1611
Some have been found among other OT books with the Dead Sea Scrolls

0 Q0o

C. THE APOCRYPHA REJECTED...

1.

o

0.

Jesus and His gpostles did not accept these books as part of the Scripture

a. Thereareno NT referencesto any of the Apocrypha as being authoritetive

b. TheNT writers quote not one part of the Apocrypha

Judaism never accepted these books as part of the Scriptures

a.  Ancient Jewish leaders specifically rgected the Apocrypha (Josephus, Philo)

b. Whileincluded in the Septuagint (Gr. OT), they were never accepted as canonical

c. TheNew American Bible, the new Cathaolic trandation, in a footnote to the Story of
Susannaand Bel and the Dragon frankly admits. “ They are excluded from the Jewish
canon of Scripture...”

While afew early church leaders gppear to take some materia from them, most were

opposed to the inclusion of the Apocryphainto the canon of Scripture (Athanasius, Cyril of

Jerusdem, Jerome, Origen)

The Apocryphaitself recognizes our OT canon as a distinct twenty-four books, which

corresponds to the Hebrew Bible asiit is known today

a In2 Esd 14:44-48, 70 books are distinguished from 94, leaving 24, or the exact
number of the Hebrew canon, which became our 39 OT books

b. Not only does the Apocryphanot clam inspiration for itsdlf, it actudly disclamsit when
1 Mac 9:27 describes an existing cessation of prophecy

They indude unbiblica teaching, such as praying for the dead (2 M ac 12:46)

They contain demongrable errors; for example:

a. Tobit was supposedly dive when Jeroboam led hisrevolt (931 B.C.)

b. Hewasdill living & the time of the Assyrian captivity (722 B.C.)

C. YettheBook of Tobit says helived only 158 years- Tob 1:3-5; 14:11

Thefirg officia adoption of the Apocrypha by the Roman Catholic Church came & the

Council of Trent in 1546, over 1,500 years after the books were written

When the Apocrypha appeared in Protestant Bibles:

a. Itwasnormaly placed in a separate section since it was not considered of equa
authority

b. Luther included the Apocryphain his German Bible, but he introduced them with the
comment, “ These are books that are not to be considered the same as Holy Scripture,
and yet are useful and good to read.”

No Greek manuscript contains the exact collection of the books of the Apocrypha as

accepted by the Council of Trent

10. While the Syrian church accepted the Apocrypha in the fourth century, the trandation of the

Bible into Syrian in the second century A.D. did not include it

11. The Qumran community had hundreds of books initslibrary beyond the Scriptures

Can We Trust The Bible?
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a. Whilethelibrary had some of the Apocrypha, it did not have commentaries on the
Apocryphait did with OT books

b. The OT books had specid script and parchment, unlike the Apocrypha

c. Qumran clearly consdered the Apocrypha as different from Scripture

CONCLUSION

1. Whilethe Apocryphaof the OT may be of historical value and in some ways supplement God's
truth, they are not canonica

2. Those who accept the authority of Jesus and His gpostles will be content with those books found in
the Hebrew OT

3. Inone sense, the issue might be regarded asirrdlevarnt...
a. TheApocryphardatesto the Old Testament
b. Chrigians are under the New Covenant of Chrigt, not the Law of Moses-Ro 7:6; Ga 5:4
c. Therefore we are to continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine - cf. Ac 2:42

But then that raises another question: What about the canonicity of the New Testament? Thiswe
shall addressin our next study...
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Can WeTrust The Bible?
Regarding Its Canonicity? (New Testament)

INTRODUCTION

1. Weare examining the canonicity of the Bible...
a. Theword “canon” meansarule or andard for anything
b. For early Chrigtians, it meant the rule of faith, what is accepted as authoritative Scripture

2. Our previous study considered the canonicity of the Old Testamen...
a. Why Christians accept the Hebrew canon as Scripture
b. Why the Old Testament Apocryphais not accepted as Scripture

3. The canon of the New Testament is more universally accepted...

a. Its 27 books are viewed as Scripture by both Catholics and Protestants

b. Though other books (over 300) have been proposed by some as Scripture
4. Thisnaurdly raises some questions...

a. Didthe early church acknowledge its own canon (Scriptures)?

b. If s0, upon what basis were some writings accepted and others not?

[To answer such questions, let’ s first consider...]

|. THE RECOGNITION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON

A. THE EARLY CHURCH ADOPTED APOSTOLIC WRITINGSASCANONICAL...
1. They continued steadfastly in the gpostles doctrine - Ac 2:42; cf. 2 Pe 3:2; Ju 17

They received their words as the Word of God - 1 Th 2:13; cf. 1 Co 14:37

Paul quoted the gospd of Luke as Scripture-1 Ti 5:18; cf. Lk 10:7

Paul’ s | etters were designed to be circulated among the churches - Co 4:16

Peter equated Paul’ s letters with “ Scripture” - 2 Pe 3:15-16

-- Thechurch accepted the apostles’ writings because to accept their teaching wasto
accept Jesus Christ Himsdlf - ¢f. Jn 13:20

a bk ownN

B. THE CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTING A BOOK ASCANONICAL...
1. Written by an apostle (e.g., Matthew, John, Paul, Peter)
2. Written by a close associate of an apostle (Mark, Luke, James, Jude)
-- Thusthewriting had to be “apogtolic” in addition to showing evidence of inspiration

C. WHEN AN APOSTOLIC WRITING WAS CONSIDERED AS SCRIPTURE...
1. Itwasread publicly - eg., 1 Th 5:27

It was circulated widdly - eg., Co 4:16; Re 1:11

Copies of it were collected - eg., 2 Pe 3:15-16

It was often quoted in other writings- eg., 1 Ti 5:18

Wb
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D. BOOKSACCEPTED ASCANONICAL BY ALL CHRISTIANS...

1.
2.
C.

Include the 27 books of our New Testament

Most books were acknowledged from the very beginning

Seven books (Hebrews, James, 2nd Peter, 2nd & 3rd John, Jude, Revelation) were
disputed by some at firdt, but eventually accepted as authentic and gpostolic

[Thus dl professing Christians accept the 27 books of the New Testament as canonica. But what
about other books supposedly written by or about the gpostles? Why are they not accepted? It may
therefore be of interest to note...]

II. THE PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

A. BRIEF DESCRIPTION...

1.

2.
3.
4,

Otherwise cdled “fdse writings’

There are over 280 of these writings

More than 50 are accounts of Christ

The more wdl-known of these are:

a. The Gospd of Thomas

b. The Gospel of Peter

c. The Gospd of Hebrews

d. The Protevangdium of James

Their vdueislimited, but they do illudrate:

a. Some of the ascetic and Gnostic attitudes opposed by the apostles
b. The popular desre a that time for information beyond the Scriptures
c. Thetendency to glorify Chridtianity by fraudulent means

B. REASONSFOR REJECTION...

1.

gk own

They were never consdered canonica by respectable leaders
Mainly produced by heretica groups

Containing exaggerated and mythicd religious folklore

Most known only through citation or quotation by another author
Thusther historicad connection to the apostles is sugpect

[Similar to the Pseudepigraphais...]

[1I.THE NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA

A. BRIEF DESCRIPTION...

1.
2.

3.

Not to be confused with the OT Apocrypha

These were books written after the time of Christ

a. Which were accepted at first by somein the church

b. Which gppeared at times in collections and trandations of Scripture
c. They had acceptance in some areas for atemporary period of time
b. They never enjoyed acceptance by the Church in generd

The NT Apocryphainclude:

Can We Trust The Bible?
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The Epistle of Pseudo-Barnabas (70-79 A.D.)
The Epigile to the Corinthians (96 A.D.)
The Ancient Homily, also known as the Second Epidtle of Clement of Rome to the
Corinthians (120-140 A.D.)
The Shepherd of Hermas (115-140 A.D.)
The Didache, also known as the Teaching of the Twelve (100-120 A.D.)
The Apocaypse of Peter (150 A.D.)
The Acts of Paul and Thecla(170 A.D.)
The Gospd According to the Hebrews (65-100 A.D.)
The Episile of Polycarp to the Philippians (108 A.D.)
J.  The Seven Epidles of Ignatius (110 A.D.)
4. These are more vauable than the Pseudepigrapha
a. They provide early documentation of the existence of NT books
b. They fill in the gap between the teaching of the gposties and the writings of the early
church of the third and fourth centuries
c. They provide cluesto the practices, policies and future teachings of the church

oo

~ @ oo

B. REASONSFOR REJECTION...
1. They never enjoyed more than atemporary and loca recognition
2. Thosethat advocated their acceptance considered them at best to be * semi-canonica”
3. No mgor church council or New Testament collection included them as inspired books
4. The reason they had some acceptance was because they wrongly attached themsalves to
references in canonica books (cf. Co 4:16) or dleged gpostalic authorship (eg. the
Acts of Paul)

CONCLUSION

1. Chrigtians believe that God has spoken...
a. Fird, through prophetsin OT times- cf. He 1:1
b. Then, through His Son Jesus Christ - cf. He 1.2
c. Now, through the apostles and inspired writers of the NT - eg., 1 Co 14:37
-- Therecord of God’'srevelation isnow contained in the Bible, both the OT and NT

2. Of course, this belief often raises related questions...
a. How dowe know the Bible isinspired of God?
b. Can one even understand the Bible as we have it?
c. IstheBiblean dl-sufficient guide?
We shdl examine these questions as we continue this series, “ Can We Trust The Bible?” ...

Please note: Much of this materid was gleaned from the following sources.

How the Canonicity of the Bible was Established, By Wilbert R. Gawrisch
Theology Survey: The Bible (Canonicity), Valey Bible Church
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Can We Trust The Bible?
Regarding ItsInspiration By God?

INTRODUCTION

1. Chrigtians accept as their “canon” the 66 books of the Bible...
a.  The 39 books of the Old Testament
b. The 27 books of the New Testament

2. They view the Bible as“ingpired”’ of God...
a. Literally, “God-bresthed” (Gr., theopneustos)
b. That its scriptures were given by the Holy Spirit, and are not smply the words of men

3. TheBibledamssuch inspiration...
a It spesksof scriptureinspired of God -2 Ti 3:16-17
b. Ittdlsof men speaking as they were moved by the Holy Spirit - 2 Pe 1:20-21
c. It contains claims by those who spoke words revealed by the Spirit - 1 Co 2:9-13

[But what evidence isthere that Bibleis actudly inspired of God? There are severa which we will

briefly enumerate...]

|. THEUNITY OF THE BIBLE

A. THE BIBLE CONTAINS 66 BOOKS, WRITTEN...
1. Over a1600 year span
2. Over aperiod of 40 generations
3. By approximately 40 authors from every walk of life; eg.:
a. Moses, political leader trained in the universities of Egypt
b. Peter, fisherman
c. Amos, herdsman
d. Joshua, military generd
e. Nehemiah, cup bearer to aking
f.  Danid, prime miniser
0. Luke aphyscian
h.  Solomon, king
i. Matthew, tax collector
j.  Paul, tentmaker and rabbi
In different places
a.  Mosesinthewilderness
b. Jeremiah in adungeon
c. Danid onahillsdeand in apdace
d
e
f.

4.

. Paul ingde prison walls
Lukewhiletraveing
John in exile an the ide of Pamos

Can We Trust The Bible?
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g. Othersintherigors of military campaign
5. At different times
a. Davidintimesof war
b. Solomon in times of peace
6. During different moods
a. Some writing from the heights of joy
b. Othersfrom the depths of sorrow and despair
On three continents. Aga- Africa- Europe
In three languages. Hebrew - Aramaic - Greek
9. Which subject matter includes hundreds of controversd topics
a. Theorigin of man and the universe
b. The nature of God
c. Thenature of Sn and man's redemption

o N

B. YET THERE ISHARMONY AND CONTINUITY. ...
1. For example:
a “The Paradise Logt of the book of Genesis becomes the Paradise Regained of
Revdation”
b. “Whereasthe gate to the tree of lifeis closed in Genedis, it is opened forevermore in
Reveation.”
-- Geider and Nix
2. Compare the continuity of the Bible with any other such writings of man
a. Imagine what you would have if you just took ten authors...
1) Fromonewadk of life, one generation, one place, one time, one mood one
continent, one language
2) Spesking on one controversia subject
b. Youwould have a conglomeration of ideas, not harmony!

[ The reason for the unity of the Bible? The writers were dl moved by the same Holy Spirit (2 Pe
1:20-21), providing evidence that the Bible isingpired! Thereisdso...]

II. THE SCIENTIFIC FOREKNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE

A. THE NATURE OF THISARGUMENT...
1. IntheBiblethere are scientific truths
a. Unknown by man with dl his wisdom and resources
b. Stated asfacts hundreds of yearsin advance of the discovery of these truths by men
2. Thewriters of the Bible could have known these facts only through inspiration
a. They could not have known such things on their own
b. They must have had divine hdp, i.e, inspiration from God

B. AFEW EXAMPLES...
1. Theroundness of the earth - | sa 40:22
2. The suspension of the earth in space - Job 26:7
3. Thecurrentsin the seas - Psa 8:8
4. The springsin the seas - Job 38:16
Can We Trust The Bible? 14
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5. All nations of one blood - Ac 17:26

[Such things were not known or confirmed by man until modern times, with the aid of scientific
ingruments. Y et such knowledge reveds the Omniscient Mind that moved the writers of the Bible!
More evidence of ingpiration...]

III.THE FULFILLED PROPHECIESIN THE BIBLE

A. THE NATURE OF THISARGUMENT...

1.
2.

The prophecies foretold events in detail that were beyond the scope of human speculation

How did the writers or speakers do it?

a. They atributed it to God!

b. And God declared that such evidence was a proof of His existence and superiority over
men and al heathen gods - | sa 41:21-24; 42:8-9; 46:8-11

B. AFEW EXAMPLES..

1.
2.

3.

o &

Thefdl of Babylon, written two hundred years before it occurred - I sa 13:17-22

Thefal of Egypt, that it would be destroyed more by civil war than by outsde forces- | sa

19:1-4

Thefal of Nineveh, with its utter desolation - Zeph 2:13-15

Thefdl of Tyre, with its becoming a place for the Soreading of nests - Ezek 26:1-5

There are the prophecies concerning Christ - cf. Lk 24:44-45

a. It has been gtated there 332 prophecies fulfilled in Christ - Henry Liddon

b. Themathematica probability that al could be fulfilled in one person by chance done has
been calculated as one in 84 times ten to the 123rd power (84 followed by 123 zeroes)

-- Cf. Introduction To Christian Evidences, Ferrdl Jenkins, pp. 87-107

There are prophecies by Chrigt, such as the destruction of Jerusalem

a. Foretold in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21

b. Fulfilledin A.D. 70, when Rome destroyed Jerusdem

CONCLUSION

1. Thissudy bardly touchesthe hem of the garment...
a.  Volumes have been written on the subject
b. My purpose has been to summarize the evidence

2. We have examined obj ective evidence of inspiration, such as...
a. Theunity of the Bible
b. The scientific foreknowledge of the Bible
c. Thefulfilled propheciesin the Bible

3. Thereisaso the subjective evidence of inspiration that comes by smply reading and heeding the
Bible- cf. R0 10:17; Jn 7:16-17

There are some who question whether any can understand the Bible by smply reading it. That question
we shall addressin our next study...
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Can We Trust The Bible?
Regarding Its Ability To Be Under stood?

INTRODUCTION

1.

Some will acknowledge that the Bible...

Has been faithfully preserved and trandated

Contains the books that serve as our authority (canon) in religion
Isinspired by God

Y et they contend that Bible cannot be under stood

a
b.
C.

Or a the very least they will argue...
a. That we need aguide to help us (such as some church authority)
b. Or that we need the help of the Holy Spirit to understand it

Can the Bible be understood...?
Isit o difficult that the common man cannot undergtand it?
Isit so mysterious that only ‘ Spirit-led’” people can comprehend it?

a
b.

[In answer to such questions, let’ sfirst note that...]

THE BIBLE WASWRITTEN TO BE UNDERSTOOD

A.

REGARDING THE OLD TESTAMENT...

1.

It was written for our learning - cf. Ro 15:4

a. Jesus expected people to understand it (“Have you not read...?”) - Mt 12:3,5; 19:4
b. Paul expected unbdieving Jaws to understand it - Ac 17:2-3

c. The Berean Jews were commended for searching the Scriptures- Ac 17:11

d. Timothy understood much of it asachild -2 Ti 3:14-15

Didn’'t some people need help to understand it?

a. Such asthedisciples?- Lk 24:25-27,44-47

b. Such asthe Ethiopian eunuch? - Ac 8:30-35

Y es, because it contained amystery yet to be reveded

a. A mystery kept secret since the world began - Ro 16:25

b. A mysery now made manifest to dl nations- Ro 16:26

c. A mystery now reveded by the Spirit to the apostles and prophets - Ep 3:3-5

With the aid of the New Testament, what was a mystery in the Old Testament can
now be under stood!

REGARDING THE NEW TESTAMENT...

1.

The writers expected their readers to understand

a. Lukewrote his gospd that one might know - Lk 1:1-4

b. Johnwrote his gospd that one might believe - Jn 20:30-31

c. Paul wrote for people to understand, to have his knowledge - 2 Co 1:13; Ep 3:3-5
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d. John wrote his epistle that one might know - 1 Jn 5:13
2. Aren’'t some things hard to understand?
a. Like some of the things Paul wrote? - 2 Pe 3:15-16
b. Likethebook of Revelation?
3. Yes, but that does not mean they cannot be understood
a. Itisthe*“untaught and undable’ that have problems- 2 Pe 3:16
b. We are expected to grow in knowledge - 2 Pe 3:18; Co 1:10
c. Aswemature, we are able to handle the “mesat” - cf. He 5:11-14
-- TheNew Testament was written to be under stood, though in progressive stages

[Not only was the Bible written to be understood, but consder this...]

. GOD EXPECTSUSTO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

A. HE EXPECTSUSTO UNDERSTAND HISWILL...
1. Hedesresdl mento cometo aknowledge of thetruth-1 Ti 2:3-4
2. Hecommandsit of His children - Ep 5:17
-- Would God desire and command that which isimpossible?

B. HE EXPECTSUSTO UNDERSTAND IT ALIKE...
1. Jesusprayed for unity among Hisfollowers-Jn 17:20
2. Paul commanded Chrigtians to have the samemind - 1 Co 1:10-13; Ph 2:2
3. There are essentids on which we must be united - e.g., Ep 4:3-6
-- Did Jesusand Paul demand that which is unattainable?

[Yet isevident that many do not understand the Bible, nor do they understand it dike. Why...7|

[.WHY SOME DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

A. REASONSOFTEN GIVEN...
1. “It can’'t beunderstood”
a. We seen that it was written to be understood
b. To say tha man cannot understand isto impugn God' s ability to provide arevelaion
2. “Only *Spirit-filled’ people can understand it”
a. Thisbdief actudly contributes to much misunderstanding and divison over the Bible
1) Everyone clamsthe Spirit isleading them to their own understanding
2) Othersare wrong because they don't have the Spirit’s leading
b. Itisbased upon amisreading and misapplication of 1 Co 2:14
1) That one cannot undergtand spiritud things without the help of the Spirit
2) Including understanding the Bible, that it requires the Spirit'sad
c. But notethe context - 1 Co 2:6-13
1) Paul iscontragting God' s wisdom with the wisdom of thisworld
2) Theworld with its wisdom cannot know what God has prepared
3) What isknown in the mind of God comes only through divine revelation
d. Note carefully the process:
1) God has prepar ed things which man cannot perceive on hisown -1 Co 2:9
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2) God hasrevealed them to the gpostles through His Spirit who adone knows the
mind of God -1 Co 2:10-11
3. Theapostlesreceived that which the Spirit reveded, that we might know the
things givento usby God - 1 Co 2:12
4) The apostles speak that which they received, using words of the Spirit, not words
of humanwisdom -1 Co 2:13
e. Here, then, isthe proper meaning of 1 Co 2:14-16
1) The‘naturd man’ is one who depends upon human wisdom (such as the ‘rulers of
the age')
a) Without the benefit of divine revelation
b) Who therefore is unable to recaive the things of the Spirit of God
¢) Who depending only on human wisdom considers the things of God foolishness
2) The‘spiritud man’ is one who has the Spirit (such as the aposties)
a) Who has been given divine reveaion of God'swill
b) Who istherefore able to judge dl things, and isjudged by no one
¢) For such has been given the mind of the Lord (Christ)
3) Paul istherefore contrasting himself (and the gpostles) with uningpired men
f.  Remember now what Paul wrotein Ep 3:3-5
1) God has revealed what was unknown (the mystery) to the gpostles and prophets by
His Spirit
2) Who in turn have written whet they received
3) Whereby when we read, we can now understand their knowledge!
-- Wedon't need some special guidance of the Spirit to understand the Word; the
Word of God itself isthe Spirit’sown revelation of God’ s will!

B. THE REAL REASONS...
1. Many makelittle or no effort
a. They rarely read and study the Bible
b. They therefore remain ignorant
c. They remain babesin their knowledge and understanding
2. Many study for thewrong reasons
a. They may spend alot of time studying, but with improper motives
a. To prove themsdvesright (reading only to justify their conduct or beliefs)
b. To prove others wrong (reading only to find arguments to support their postion)
3. Many fail to apply their God-given common sense
a. Such aslooking up words they don’t understand
Such as defining wordsin thelr context
Such astaking into consideration dl that God' s word says on a subject
Such as sudying the Bible the way it was written
1) Book by book, chapter by chapter, verse by verse
2) Sating a the beginning, reading through to the end
-- Theproblem isnot with God’s Word; the problem is dothful, doppy handling of
God'sword - cf. 2Ti 2:15

oo o

CONCLUSION

Can We Trust The Bible? 18



Mark A. Copeland

1. TheBible can be understood...
a. By children
b. By truth seekers
c. By babesin Chrigt
-- Though partsof it will always challenge even the mature Christian

2. God desiresthat dl be saved and come to a knowledge of thetruth- 1 Ti 2:4
a HegaveHisSonasaransom-1Ti 2:5-6
b. Hesent His Spirit to guide usinto dl the truth - Jn 16:13
-- Through His apostles and prophets Histruth and salvation can be known!

The question is not whether God' s word can be understood, but whether we will make an honest and
sincere effort to understand and obey it!

Can We Trust The Bible?
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Can We Trust The Bible?
Regarding Its All-Sufficiency For Salvation?

INTRODUCTION

1. Eventhough the Bible...
a. Hasbeen faithfully preserved and trandated
b. Containsthe books that serve as our authority (canon) in religion
c. Isinspired by God
d. Can be understood
-- There are somewho deny the all-sufficiency of the Scriptures

2. For example, some accept in addition to the Bible...
a. Traditions of their church which have developed over the years
b. Papal or ecclesastical decrees
-- Who allow such ‘traditions or ‘decrees totake precedence over the Scriptures

3. Othersaccept in additionin to the Bible...
a. Latter-day prophets
b. Modern-day revelations
-- Who allow such ‘revelations’ to take precedence over the Scriptures

4. When people apped to other sources for their authority in rligion...
a. Theyrgect ‘the dl-sufficiency of the Scriptures ...
b. Reigious confuson isthe fruit!
-- Theway out of rdigious confusion isto recognize the need for the same standard of
authority, which ought to be the Scriptures alone!

[But are the Scriptures alone an dl-sufficient guide? Consider the following arguments for ‘the
al-aufficiency of the Scriptures'...]

I. THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD HASBEEN PROCLAIMED

A. INHISADDRESSTO THE EPHESIAN ELDERS...
1. Paul said he had held nothing back - Ac 20:20
2. He had proclaimed “the whole counsd of God” - Ac 20:27

B. HE ENTRUSTED THEM TO THE WORD OF GOD...
1. Which was sufficient to “build you up” - Ac 20:32
2. Which was aufficient to “ give you an inheritance among al those who are sanctified” - Ac
20:32

[Paul did not leave them to ‘revelations or ‘gpostles’ yet to come, but to the Word of God which was
aufficient to save them! Now let’ sturn to the words of Peter...]
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II. WEHAVE ALL THINGSPERTAINING TO LIFE AND GODL INESS

A. PETER WROTE INHISSECOND EPISTLE...
1. That God has given us“dl things that pertain to life and godliness’ -2 Pe 1.3
2. Through the knowledge of Him who cdled us-2 Pe 1:3

B. NOTE WELL WHAT GOD HASGIVEN US...
1. Hehasnot given ‘some things, but ‘al’ things
2. Hehasnot given ‘some things now, with ‘more’ things to come later

[Whatever | need for ‘spiritud life' and *godly conduct’ has been reveded in God's Word! Regarding
that revelaion, let’s now consder the words of Jude...]

I1I.THE FAITH HASBEEN REVEALED ONCE FOR ALL

A. JUDE WROTE OF ‘THE FAITH' ...
1. l.e,thosethingsin which we areto believe
2. Thatiswas"“oncefor dl ddivered to the saints’ -Ju 3

B. DELIVERED ‘ONE TIME FOR ALL TIME'...
1. Inthe Greek, ‘oncefor dl’ isliterdly ‘onetimefor dl time
2. l.e,thefath (that body of knowledge we are to believe) was ddivered onetime for dl time
3. Thefath wast partly reveded, with more to come through later revelations years | ater!
4. Thefath wasn't reveded just for that generation, with a different faith to be reveded for a
generdion yet future!

[ Therefore the task we have is *to contend earnestly for the faith”, not be looking for anew faith to fit
our dedres or expectations! Findly, we turn now to the writing of Paull...]

V. THE SCRIPTURES MAKE USCOMPLETE, EQUIPPED FOR EVERY GOOD WORK

A. PAUL WROTE OF THE VALUE OF THE SCRIPTURES...

1. That they areinspired of God, and profitable for:
a. Doctrine and reproof
b. Correction and indruction in righteousness- 2 Ti 3:16

2. They are capable of making one “complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work”
a. Not partia, but complete!
b. Not some good works, but every good work! -2 Ti 3:17

--  What tradition, decree of man, or modern day revelation, can do any morethan the
inspired Word of God?

B. IN THE SCRIPTURES, WE HAVE ALL WE NEED...
1. Tobdievein Jesus-Jn 20:30-31
2. To havelifein Hisname-Jn 20:30-31
3. To have felowship with the Father, the Son, and the apostles- 1 Jn 1:3
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To havejoy tha isfull -1Jn 1:4

To have hdpwhenwesn-1Jn 2:1

To know that we have eternd life-1Jn 5:13

To understand the revelation of the mystery of God - Ro 16:25-26; Ep 3:3-4

To be fruitful in the knowledge of Jesus Christ and have an abundant entrance into the
everlaging kingdom - 2 Pe 1:8-11

--  What else must one know or have?

© N O A

CONCLUSION

1. | hopel have given you reasons to place your faith in the Word of God, and it done...!

a

b.

C.

d.

The whole counsd of God has been proclaimed!

We have dl things pertaining to life and godliness

Thefaith has been revealed once and for dl!

The Scriptures can make us complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work!

2. Canwetrus theBible...?

a

Yes, for it has been faithfully preserved and trandated!

b. Yes for it containsthe books that rightly serve as our canon (authority)!
c. Yes foritisingpired of God!

d.

e. Yes foritisan dl-sufficient guide for salvation!

Yes, for it can be understood!

3. Those who would deny such things are ether...

a

b.

Athelsts and skeptics who wish to regject the Bible which condemnstheir lifestyle
Leaders of cults or man-made religions who desire your full dlegiance to themsdlves

But in the words of the gpostle Paul...

“I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is ableto build
you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
(Acts 20:32)

Pace your faith and trust in God and His Word aone, and you cannot go wrong!

Can We Trust The Bible?



