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Baptism
In The Preaching Of The Apostles

INTRODUCTION

1. Shortly before He ascended into heaven, Jesus gave His gpostles The Great Commission:

“ And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “ All authority has been given to
Mein heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all thingsthat | have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Mt 28:18-20)

2. Inthe gospd of Mark, The Grest Commisson isworded in thisway:

And He said to them, “ Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:15-16)

3. Inboth places we notice the mention of baptism...
a. InMatthew, it isrelated to the process of making disciples
b. InMak, it ismentioned in connection with savation
--  Whatever the purpose of baptism, it must be important to Jesus, for He commanded it!

4. But one might ask...
a. What isbaptism?
1) Isit pouring, sprinkling, or immerson?
2) Isone baptized in water, or in the Spirit?
b. What isthe purpose of baptisn?
1) Isitfor theremisson of Sins, or because our sins have aready been forgiven?
2) lIsitto be saved, or apublic confession of faith having aready been saved?
c. Who should be baptized?
1) Should infants be baptized?
2) Should just anyone be baptized?
d. Isthereever aneedtobe“rebaptized”?
1) What if | was baptized as an infant?
2) What if | was baptized for the wrong reason?
3) Wha if | have snned grestly after being baptized?
-- Theseand many other questions ar e often asked when the subject of baptism israised

5. Thisseriesis devoted to answering these and other questions related to baptism...
a. Sinceit was commanded by Chrig, it is certainly worthy of careful consderation
b. Itismy intention to glean from the Bible what is actualy taught on this subject
c. Itismy prayer that you will have the attitude of thosein Berea- cf. Ac 17:11
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1) To receive theword with dl readiness (i.e, listen carefully with adesreto a least
understand, if at first you do not agree)
2) To search the Scriptures (i.e,, to read the Bible carefully to seeif what | am saying istrue)

[In thislesson, we will smply consider how the gpostles carried out The Commission Jesus gave them,
i.e, to seewhat they said about baptism in their preaching. We begin with...]

|. BAPTISM IN THE PREACHING OF PETER

A. ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST...
1. Inthefirst gospd sermon, Peter commanded people to be baptized “ for the remission of
sins’ - Ac2:38
2. Upon exhorting his audience to be saved, the response was for many to be baptized
- Ac2:41-41
3. Does“for” mean “in order to” or “because of” ?
a. Note wefind the same grammatica condructionin Mt 26:28
1) Where Jesus said His blood would be shed for many “for theremission sins’
2) Clearly Jesus meant “in order to” provide remission of Sins, and not “becauss”
remission of ans had adready occurred
3) With rare exception, the Greek word (ei's) means “into, to, unto, for, toward”
b. Notealso: “be baptized” isjoined by the conjunction “and”’ to the command “ repent”
- Ac2:38
1) Both are commanded “for the remisson of ans’
2) Judt as people were commanded to repent “for” (in order to) the remission of Sns...
3) ...s0they were commanded to be baptized “for” (in order to) the remission of sins

B. AT THE HOUSE OF CORNELIUS...
1. Inthefirst gogod sermon to the Gentiles, Peter followed up by commanding his audience to
be baptized - cf. Ac 10:44-48
2. Itisevident that what Peter commanded involved a baptism in water - Ac 10:47-48
3. A future study will examine whether the people were saved when the Spirit fell upon them,
or when they were baptized as commanded by Peter

[At the very leadt, we can say that Peter’ s preaching was in harmony with the statements of Jesusin the
Great Commission: Preach the gospel, command people to be baptized. So far the indication appears
that it was a baptism in water, and done for the remisson of sins. Let’s consder now one who was not
actudly an gpodtle, but certainly filled with the Spirit...]

II. BAPTISM IN THE PREACHING OF PHILIP

A. TOTHE SAMARITANS...
1. Though not an apostle, Philip went to Samariaand “ preached Christ” - Ac 8:5
2. Theresponseto such preaching: “...when they believed Philip as he preached the
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men
and women were baptized.” - Ac 8:12
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B. TO THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH...
1. Tothisvery rdigious man, Philip “ preached Jesus’ - Ac 8:35
2. Though we are not told the content of Philip’s sermon, from the eunuch’s question we
can deduce that it included baptism - Ac 8:36-38

[Like Peter, Philip “ preached Jesus’ not only by telling people about Jesus, but dso what Jesus
commanded. Baptiam was an immediate result of such preaching. Isthissurprising in light of Jesus
datementsin Mt 28:19 and Mk 16:15-16? Let’snow consider...]

[11.BAPTISM IN THE PREACHING OF PAUL

A. INTHE CONVERSION OF LYDIA...
1. We note that again baptism followed gpostalic preaching - Ac 16:13-15
2. Asevidence that she “gave heed” to the things spoken by Paul, she and her household were
baptized!
3. Notice dso her commentin Ac 16:15
a. How could Paul have judged her to be faithful to the Lord?
b. By her response to the command of the Lord concerning baptism!

B. INTHE CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR...
1. Paul tdlsthejailor that he must believe on the Lord to be saved - Ac 16:30-31
2. Paul went on to spesk concerning the Word of the Lord to him and hisfamily - Ac 16:32
3. Inresponse, they were immediately baptized! - Ac 16:33-34
1) Evidently the word of the Lord stressed the need to be baptized quickly
2) Infact, in every detalled example of converson found in the Book of Acts, people
were baptized after only one lesson! (see chart below)

C. INTHE CONVERSION OF PAUL HIMSELF...
1. Paul recounts his own converson to the Lord - Ac 22:10-16
a. He describes how he was told to go to Damascus, for there he would be told “ all
things appointed for you to do” (“what you must do” - cf. Ac 9:6)
b. One of the things he was told was to be baptized without delay - Ac 22:16
2. Hewastold to baptized in order to “wash away your sins’
a. Notewsdll: Despite seeing the Lord on the road to Damascus, having spent three days
fadting and praying (Ac 9:9-11), hewas still in hissing!
1) Seeingthe Lord had not saved him
2) Accepting Jesus as Lord (cf. Ac 22:10) had not saved him
3) Praying and fagting for three days had not saved him
b. Not until he was baptized were hissns“washed away” ! (exactly how we will examine
later)

CONCLUSION

1. That baptism played a prominent role in gpostolic preaching becomes evident when we compare
what is reveded in the examples of conversion...
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Mt 28:18-20 EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION Mk 16:15-16
BELIEVED REPENTED CONFESSED BAPTIZED

PENTECOST Repented Baptized
Ac 2:14-41 37-38 38-41
SAMARIA Believed Baptized
Ac 8:5-13 12 12,13
ETHIOPIAN Believed Confessed Baptized
Ac 8:35-39 36-37 37 38
SAUL Baptized
AcC9,22,26 22:16
CORNELIUS Believed Baptized
Ac 10:34-38 43 48
LYDIA Heeded Baptized
Ac 16:13-15 14 15
JAILOR Believed Baptized
Ac 16:30-34 31 33

2. Inevery case of conversion described in detail in the book of Acts, baptism is mentioned...
a. Clearly itiswas an important theme of apogtolic preaching
b. G.R.Beadey-Murray, aBaptist scholar, has observed:

“Baptism is...a part of the proclamation of Chrigt. In an Apostolic sermon it
comesasitslogical conclusion.” - G. R. Beadey-Murray, Baptiam In The New
Testament, Grand Rapids. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1962, p. 393)

3. And what should be proclaimed regarding baptism? In thislesson we have seen...
a. That it was commanded “for the remission of sins” - Ac 2:38
b. That it wasdoneto “wash away sins’ - Ac 22:16
c. Thatitinvolved “water” - Ac 8:36-38; 10:48
d. That it wasdone*“immediately”, with no dday even if after midnight - Ac 16:25-33

4. Thiswould certainly suggest that baptism is necessary for salvation...
a. Butisthisafar concluson drawn from the preaching of the apostles?
b. Isthis concluson consstent with the teaching of the gpostles, as found in their epistles?

Our next lesson will examine what the gpostles taught in their episties regarding baptism, as we continue
to seek Bible answersto such questions...
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Baptism
In The Teaching Of Paul

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour firgt lesson we saw where baptism played a prominent role in apostolic preaching...
a. Inevery case of converson described in the book of Acts, baptism is mentioned
b. AsG. R. Beadey-Murray, aBaptist scholar, observed: “Baptism is...a part of the
proclamation of Chrigt. In an Apostolic sermon it comes asitslogical conclusion.”
- G. R. Beadey-Murray, Baptism In The New Testament, Grand Rapids. Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1962, p. 393)

2. And what did the apostles proclaim regarding baptism? We noticed that...
a It was commanded “for the remisson of Sns’ - Ac 2:38
b. It wasdoneto “wash away Sns’- Ac 22:16
c. Itinvolved “water” - Ac 8:36-38; 10:48
d. Itwasdone“immediady”, with no dday even if after midnight - Ac 16:25-33

3. Thiswould certainly suggest that baptism is necessary for savation...
a. Butisthisafar concluson drawn from the preaching of the apostles?
b. Isthisconcluson consstent with the teaching of the gpostles, asfound in their epistles?

[In this lesson, we will examine what Paul taught in his epistles regarding baptism. Let’s Sart with by
noticing what he said about baptism...]

I. INHISEPISTLE TO THE ROMANS

A. BAPTISM ISA BURIAL AND RESURRECTION WITH CHRIST...

1. Itisabaptisminto the death of Christ - Ro 6:3
Itisaburid with Chrig into death (His degth, we are crucified with Him!) - Ro 6:4
It isdonein order that we might walk in newness of life- Ro 6:4-5
It involves crucifying the old man, that the body of Sn may be destroyed - Ro 6:6
It thereby frees usfrom sin aswe die to Sin, that we might live Chrigt - Ro 6:7-11

o owN

B. NOTE CAREFULLY...
1. Paul does not say that baptism “symbolizes things which had aready occurred”
a. Many say thisisthe purpose or design of baptism, often quoting this passage
b. But read the passage carefully; Paul says no such thing!
2. But rather, Paul describes baptism into Christ as when such things occur
a. Wewere buried with Him * through baptism into death” - Ro 6:4
b. Itisin baptism we are buried with Chrigt into death (His deeth); we thereby dieto snin
baptism
c. Wewere buried with Him, why? “ That just as Christ was raised...even so we also
should walk in newness of life” - Ro 6:4
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d. Wearebaptized in order to riseto walk in newness of life just as Chrit did!
3. Note aso Paul’s preface to these remarks. * as many as wer e baptized into Christ Jesus
were...”
a. What blessings he describes pertain only to those who had been baptized!
b. What of those not baptized? The blessings described would not apply!

[In his commentary on Romans, Martin Luther wrote: “ Baptism has been ingtituted that it should
lead usto the blessings (of this death) and through such death to eternal life. ThereforelT IS
NECESSARY that we should be baptized into Jesus Christ and Hisdeath.” (Commentary On
Romans, Kregd Publications, p.101).

Though believing that we are justified by grace through faith (and he would say “by faith done’), Luther
understood that salvation by faith did not preclude the necessity of baptism! Why, we shall see shortly;
but let’s go on to consider what Paul wrote of baptism...]

II. INHISEPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS

A. BAPTISM ISHOW WE PUT ON CHRIST...
1. From Ga 3:26-27 we learn that baptism isinvolved in the process of becoming sons of
God by fath in Chrigt Jesus
2. The “for” beginning verse 27 begins an explanation as to how we become sons of God
through faith
3. Baptism is therefore the means by which we “ put on Christ”, and become sons of God!

B. NOTE CAREFULLY...

1. Paul wrote: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on...”
a “For asmany” meansno more or no less
b. Only those who have been baptized into Christ have redlly received Chrit into their

lived

2. Many teach “receive Jesus Christ by saying the snner’s prayer...”
a. But the Bible nowhere teaches that thisis how one “receives Chrigt”
b. Rather, one“putson” (or receives) Christ when they are baptized into Chrigt!

[In his commentary on this verse, Luther concluded: “Wher efor e baptism isathing of great force
and efficacy.” (Commentary On Gaatians, Kregel Publications, p.222). How true, if in baptism we
“put on Chrigt”!

How thisis possible without being aform of works-salvation becomes clearer as we consder what Paull
taught concerning baptism...]

[II.INHISEPISTLE TO THE COLOSS ANS

A. BAPTISM ISA WORK OF GOD...
1. A “soiritud circumcison” inwhich ansare“cut away” - Co 2:11
2. A burid with Chrigt, and aso aresurrection with Him - Co 2:12
3. Madeeffective “ through faith in the working of God” - Co 2:12
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4. Inwhich God makes us“ alive together with Him, having forgiven you all
trespasses’ - Co 2:13

B. NOTE CAREFULLY...
1. Herewelearn that baptism isawork of God, not man
a Jud asit was God who raised Jesus, S0 it is He who makes us dive, having forgiven our
and -Co2:13
b. Our part is“fath in the working of God” as we are buried with Chrigt in baptism - Co
2:12
2. Godisthe“Great Physician”, who is cutting away our sns (through the blood of Christ)
a.  Weare amply the patient, who humbly submitsin faith to the surgeon’s scdpd
b. Heisthe Onewho makes usdive, that we might rise to walk in newness of life

[Again, thisis something Martin Luther clearly recognized, when he responded to those who would call
thisakind of works-sdvation: “Yes, it istruethat our worksare of no usefor salvation.
Baptism, however, isnot our work but God’s.” (as quoted by Jack W. Cottrell in Baptism And The
Remission of Sins, College Press, 1990, p. 32-34)

Findly, let’s consder what Paul taught concerning baptism...]

IV.INHISEPISTLETO TITUS

A. BAPTISM ISA “WASHING” AND “REGENERATION"...
1. IsPaul taking about baptismin Ti 3:5?
a. Thefigure“washing” certainly dludesto the baptismd waters
b. We have dready seen wherein baptism we are:
1) Rasedtowadk in newness of life-Ro 6:4
2) Madediveby God - Co 2:12-13
-- Doesthisnot suggest a“ washing of regeneration...” ?
c. Martin Luther and many others understood this verse to refer to baptism
2. Thus God saves usin baptism:
a. Itisa"washing of regeneration” - awashing in we are reborn
b. Itisa“renewing of the Holy Spirit” - arenewd in which the Spirit is at work
-- JugasJesussad: “...unlessoneisborn of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God.” - Jn 3:5

B. NOTE CAREFULLY...

1. This*washing” and “regeneration” does not occur because we have earned it!
a. Baptismisnot awork of righteousness by virtue of which we merit savation!
b. We are saved by the kindness, love, and mercy of God! - Ti 3:4-5

2. Itisby God’s mercy that He (not we) saves us!
a. Which He does through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit!
b. Which He does when we are baptized into Christ!

3. Through such mercy in Chrigt Jesus, we aretruly “ justified by His grace” - Ti 3:6-7
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CONCLUSION

1. Paul taught that baptismiis...

a

0 o0 o

A burid into the degth of Chrigt

How we dieto Sn aswe are crucified with Him

A resurrection with Christ so we can rise to walk in newness of life

A putting on Chrigt, thereby becoming a child of God

A spiritud circumcison in which Sns are cut away

The working of God, whereby we are buried with Christ, made dive as our Sns are forgiven,
and then raised with Him

An act of God's grace and mercy, in which we experience awashing of regeneration and
renewd of the Holy Spirit

If all these things when oneis baptized, how can anyone say that it is not necessary?

2. Sadly, many who say itisnot necessary...

a

Misunder stand those who say it is necessary

1) Thinking that they believe in savation by works

2) Whenthey truly believe in salvation by grace through faith!

Misunderstand Martin Luther

1) Whose coined phrased “saved by faith only” they themsalves use so often

2) When he differs with them on the necessity of baptism

Misunder stand the apostle Paul

1) Having him say things about the purpose of baptism he does not say

2) Failing to appreciate what he clearly teaches about

All this, in their zeal to oppose what they mistakenly view as wor ks-salvation!

In hiscommentary on Ga 3:27, Luther wrote:

“Thisisdiligently to be noted, because of the fond and fantastical spirits, who
go about to deface the majesty of baptism, and speak wickedly of it. Paul,
contrariwise, commendeth it, and setteth it forth with honorable titles, calling it,
‘the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost’. And herealso
he saith, that *all ye that are baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.’

Wher efore baptism isa thing of great force and efficacy.” (Commentary On
Gadatians, Kregd Publications, p. 222)

Do we deface the mgjesty of baptism, in our mistaken zed to oppose what we perceive to be aform of
works-salvation?

Or do we, like Paul, commend it by noting his own teaching regarding baptism, and like L uther,
gopreciate how that by the working of God it can be athing of great force and efficacy?

Baptism - A Special Study
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Baptism
In The Teaching Of Peter

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour first lesson we saw where Peter included baptism as part of his gpostolic preaching...
a. He commanded the people at Pentecost to be baptized - Ac 2:36-38
b. He commanded the household of Corndliusto be baptized - Ac 10:47-48

2. Fromthe accountsin Acts, we saw that for Peter baptism was...
a. Fortheremission of ans-Ac 2:38
b. An act that involved water - Ac 10:47

3. But one might properly ask: was Peter teaching...
a. That baptism was for the forgiveness of sins, and therefore necessary for salvation?
b. That oneis saved by baptism in water?

4. Fortunately, we do not have wonder, for in hisfirst epistle Peter wrote...

“Thereisalso an antitype which now saves us; baptism (not the removal of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,” (1 Pe3:21)

[As stated in the KJV, “...baptism doth also now save us’! But while teaching that baptism saves us,
Peter is careful to explainin what way. Let'stake acloser look at the text to see what Peter is saying
about baptism...]

|. BAPTISM ISAN “ANTITYPE”

A. DEFINING “ANTITYPE"...
1. The Greek word is antitupon { an-teet’ -oo-pon}, which means“ a thing formed after
some pattern; that which correspondsto a type’
2. Soyou have two things that some how relate or correspond to each other; oneis atype, the
other isthe antitype

B. HOW BAPTISM ISAN ANTITYPE...
1. Inthetext, the waters of the flood are the “type’, and the waters of baptism are the
“antitype’ - 1 Pe 3:20-21
2. Inhiscommentary, Albert Barnes says...
a. “Themeaning hereis, that baptism corresponded to, or had aresemblanceto,

b.

the water by which Noah was saved; or that there was a use of water in the one
case which corresponded in somerespectsto the water that wasused in the
other; to wit, in effecting salvation.” (Commentary on 1t Peter)

“The apostle does not say that it corresponded in all respects; in respect, e.g.,
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to quantity, or to the manner of the application, or to the efficacy; but thereisa
sensein which water performsan important part in our salvation, asit did in
his.” (ibid.)
Thus Peter was comparing Noah's sdvation with our own...
a. Remember that Noah was saved by:
1) Grace-Gen 6:8
2) Fath-Hel1l:7
3) Water - 1 Pe 3:20
-- Gracewas God's part, faith was Noah' s part; water was Smply an eement by
which God carried out His plan to save Noah
b. Sowearesaved by:
1) Grace-Ep 2.5
2) Fath-Ep 28
3) Water - 1 Pe3:21
-- Graceis God's part, fath is our part; baptism is smply an eement by which God
carries out His plan to save us through the blood of Christ

[Because baptism in water is somehow related to our salvation, Peter could speak of it as an antitype
that saves us, just as Noah and his family were * saved through water” !

How canthisbe? Aren’'t we saved by the blood of Jesus? Of course! The answer can be seen aswe
continue to note what Peter taught concerning baptism...]

II. BAPTISM SAVESTHROUGH THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

A. SALVATION IN BAPTISM ISNOT FOUND IN THE “WATER" ...

1.
2.

3.

As Peter makes clear when he says “ not the removal of thefilth of the flesh”
For indeed it is only through the blood of Jesus Christ one can be saved

a.  Weaejudtified through Hisblood - Ro 5:9

b. We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins- Ep 1:7

To this Peter would definitely agree- 1 Pe 1:18-19

B. SALVATION IN BAPTISM ISPOSSIBLE BECAUSE OF THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST...

1.

If He had not been raised, we would sill bein our Sns

a. AsPaul declaesin 1 Co 15:17

b. Without His resurrection, His deeth would have been meaningless

But because Jesus was raised from the dead...

a. Those baptized into His death can riseto walk in newness of life- Ro 6:4

b. Those united together in the likeness of His degth (i.e., baptism) can share in the power
of Hisresurrection - Ro 6.5

In other words, the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead iswhat saves usin

baptism so we can be “made dive’ - cf. Co 2:12-13

[By God's saving grace and resurrecting power, then, baptism can indeed save us! Not because of any
cleansing power in the water, but because of what God is doing at that moment through the blood of
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Jesus and the regeneration of the Holy Spirit (cf. Ti 3:4-5).
But notice finaly, how Peter teaches that baptism saves because...]

I11. BAPTISM ISAN APPEAL FOR A GOOD CONSCIENCE

A. “THE ANSWER OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE” (NKJV)...

1. A difficult phrase, but it most likely means “an gpped to God for a clear conscience”

2. Thisissupported by the following trandaions

a. “..thecraving for aconscienceright with God” (Goodspeed)

“...the prayer for a clean conscience before God” (Moffat)
...the request unto God for agood conscience’ (Rotherham)
“...an appedl to God for aclear conscience” (RSV)

e. “..anapped to God for agood conscience’” (NASV)
-- Thusoneis baptized because they desire aclear conscience (i.e,, to have their Snsforgiven)

oo o

B. THISCOINCIDESWITH THE EVIDENT PURPOSE OF BAPTISM...
1. Inapostolic preaching, baptized was commanded:
a. “For theremission of sins’ - Ac 2:38
b. Tohaveonessns “washed away” - cf. Ac 22:16
2. InN.T. times people who realized they were Snners were anxious to be baptized as soon
aspossible - cf. Ac 8:35-38
3. Therefore oneis baptized...
a. To have agood conscience before God; indeed, to have their conscience “purged” by
the blood of Christ - cf. He 9:14
b. To havether sinswashed away by blood of Jesus and so they canriseto anew life
through the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead!

CONCLUSION

1. Does baptism save us?
a. Many say “Baptism does NOT save us!”
b. But Peter clearly taught “ ...baptism doth also NOW save us’ (KJV)

2. How does baptism save us? According to Peter...
a. Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ!
b. Asan gpped for agood conscience!

3. Thishdpsusto understand...
a. Why he commanded it for the remisson of Sns- Ac 2:38
b. Why he commanded it even for those who had in some sense received the Spirit - Ac 10:47-48

Y es, through the power of God that raised Jesus from the dead, working in conjunction with our faith in
the blood of Jesus, baptism does indeed save those who are making an apped for a clear consciencel

Is baptism essentid to salvation? Let the preaching and teaching of Christ’s apostles provide the
Baptism - A Special Study 13
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answver! | believe that when we do, we can see why one should takes Jesus own words with no
equivocation:

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned. (Mark 16:16)

It ismy prayer that if you have not yet properly responded to the Word of the Lord, you will heed the
same words given to Paul:

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” - Ac 22:16

Have you made an apped to God for a good conscience by being baptized into Christ?
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Baptism
What About The Thief On The Cr0ss?

INTRODUCTION

1.

[Aswe take a closer look at the objection, “What About The Thief On The Cross?’, let’smefirg

In this series we have dready examined baptism...
a. Inthe preaching of the gpostles

b. Intheteaching of Paul

c. Intheteaching of Peter

The conclusion drawn from such sources was thet baptismis...

a. Fortheremissonsof sins- cf. Ac 2:38

b. Therefore necessary for savation - cf. Ac 22:16; 1 Pe 3:21

--  Which certainly seems consstent with Jesus ownwordsin Mk 16:15-16

But invariably someone will say: “What about the thief on the cross?” - Lk 23:39-43
a. Thisismost popular objection to the necessity of baptism
b. Despitedl that is reveded about the purpose of baptism in the Bible!

The objection can be summarized like this.

a. Thethief on the cross was not baptized

b. Thethief was saved

c. Therefore, baptism is not essentid to savation!

Is such reasoning valid?
a.  Might there be something the objector isfalling to take into consderation?
b. A dgnificant fact that renders the salvation of the thief irrdevant to the issue?

emphasizethat...]

THE THIEF WAS SAVED

A. JESUSCERTAINLY HAD THE POWER TO SAVE HIM....
1. While on earth, Jesus had the authority to forgive ans
2. Heexercised this authority on severa occasions
a. For the pardytic - Lk 5:18-26
b. For the anful woman - Lk 7:36-50

B. JESUSCLEARLY OFFERED HIM SALVATION...

1. Thethief asked: “Lord, remember me when You comeinto Your kingdom.” - Lk 23:42

2. Jesusreplied: “Assuredly, | say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” - Lk 23:43

--  None can doubt that Jesus promised him salvation!
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[Yet the question remains. Isthe sdvation of the thief rlevant to theissue? Consder thet...]

II. THE THIEF WAS SAVED BEFORE BAPTISM WAS COMMANDED

A. THE BAPTISM UNDER DISCUSSION...

1.
2.

Was commanded after Jesus died and arose - Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16
Was a baptism into Jesus' degth - Ro 6:3-4
How could the thief been baptized into Jesus death, when Jesus had not yet died?

B. THE THIEF WASNEVER SUBJECT TO THISBAPTISM...

1.
2.

It was commanded after he died!

Just like Adam, Noah, Moses, &tc.

a.  None of these were baptized

b. Butthey dl lived before the desth of Jesus

c. And likethe thief, were never commanded to be baptized!

Y es, there was the baptism of John- Mk 1:4-5

a. But that was preparing people for the coming of Christ

b. It was designed to be replaced by baptism into Christ and His death - cf. Ac 19: 4-5
One might usethethief on the crossto say John’s baptism was not necessary, but
the argument can’'t be made regar ding the baptism which Christ later commanded!

[The thief on the cross died befor e Jesus gave His commandment in Mt 28 and Mk 16. Sincewelive
after Jesus commanded baptism, how can we use the example of the thief to say it is not necessary? In
agmilar ven..]

[II.THE THIEF WAS SAVED BEFORE THE NEW COVENANT BEGAN

A. THERE ARE TWO DIFFERENT COVENANTS...

1.

2.

There was a covenant between God and Israel - Deu 5:2-3

a. ltgoverned dl Isradlites, such as Maoses, David, Isaiah, Danidl, the thief on the cross,
etc.

b. It never commanded people to be baptized!

c. Itcametoan end when Jesusdied on the cross - cf. Ep 2:14-16; Co 2:14

Thereisthe new covenant that isnow in force- cf. He 8:6-7

a.  Of which Jesus spoke when He indtituted the Lord’s Supper - Mt 26:28

b. Which cameinto force when Jesus died - He 9:15-17

B. WE NOW LIVE UNDER THE NEW COVENANT...

1.

We must submit to Chrigt’s authority as expressed after His deeth

a.  Anauthority delegated to His apostles - cf. Mt 28:18-20; Jn 13:20

b. Who clearly commanded baptism! - cf. Ac 2:38; 10:48; 22:16

How can we gpped to the example of one who lived under the old covenant?

a. Canwe apped to the example of David? (of course not)

b. Canwe apped to the example of Isaiah? (of course not)

-~ Nor should we appeal to the example of the thief, who lived and died before the
new covenant became of for cel
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3. We must heed what Jesus and His gpostles taught AFTER the new covenant began!

CONCLUSION

1. Yes, thethief was saved on the cross without baptism
a.  For which we should be thankful
b. For which we should give God praise for Hiswonderful grace

2. But thethief’sexampleisirrdevant to the issue of baptism...
a. Hedied before Christ ever issued the command to be baptized into His death!
b. Helived under the old covenant, which did not require baptism into Chrigt!

3. Thethief on the crosswould berdevant I F...
a. Youlived before the command to be baptized into Christ was given
b. You lived under the Old covenant
c. Youwerein the presence of Christ and hetold you “ Assuredly, | SAY TO YOU, today
YOU will bewith Mein Paradise.”

4. But herearethefacts...
a. Youliveafter the command to be baptized has been given
b. You live under the New covenant, in which baptism has a crucid role
c. Chrigt has commanded you (and all) through His apostles to be baptized - Mt 28:18-20; Mk
16:15-16; Ac 2:38; 10:48; 22:16

Rather than depending upon an example of salvation that is nothing Smilar to our Stuation today, base
your faith and assurance of salvation on the many examples of sdvation that were recorded in the book
of Actsfor our benefit.

Heed the preaching and teaching of Christ and His gpostles directed toward you!
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Baptism
What About Corndius And His Household?

INTRODUCTION

1. Atthis point we are considering objections to the idea that baptism is...
a. Fortheremisson of gns
b. Therefore necessary for salvation

2. Inthe previous study we examined the sdvation of the thief on the cross, noting that...
a. Hewas saved before the command to be baptized into Christ’ s deasth was given
b. Hewas saved before the new covenant became of force
-- Which makes hisexample of salvation irrelevant to the issue of baptism

3. Another objection concerns Cor ndlius and his household, which be summarized like this
a. The Spirit came upon Corndius and his family before they were baptized
b. The Spirit fdling upon them was evidence that they were saved
c. Therefore they were saved before baptism, making it not essentid to salvation

4. Isthisaproper concluson to reach?
a. Doesthe evidence in Acts support such a concluson?
b. Did Peter and the others conclude that the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles was for the purpose of
saving them, and therefore they were saved before baptism?

5. There are important questions that must be answered as we consider the events of this converson:
a. Exactly when did the Spirit fal upon Cornelius and his household?
b. What was the purpose of the Spirit falling upon them?

[Aswe consider the objection, “What About Cornelius And His Household?”, let’ sfirst take a
closelook at...]

. THE ACTUAL SEQUENCE OF EVENTSIN THISCONVERSION

A. THE ANGEL APPEARSTO CORNELIUS...
1. Corndius, acenturion, isavery rdigious man - Ac 10:1-2
2. Theangd appearsto him - Ac 10:3-6
a.  With an announcement that his prayers and ams have been noticed by God
b. Withingructionsto send for Peter; please note:
1) Theangd sad, “Hewill tel you what you must do.” - Ac 10:6
2) AsPeter later recounted, “...who will tell you words by which you and dl your
household will be saved.” - Ac 11:14
-- Note Well: Corndiuswould not be saved until he heard wordstelling him what to do!
3. Cornelius then sends two servants and a devout soldier to Peter - Ac 10:7-8
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B. PETER HASA VISION...
1. Whilethe three men are traveling toward Peter, he hasavison - Ac 10:9-16; 11:4-10
a. Itinvolves a sheet descending from heaven, containing al sorts of crestures
b. A voicetdls Peter to “kill and eat”
c. Peter objects, for he has never eaten anything common or unclean
d. Thevoicetdlshim, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.”
2. Threetimesthevison is repested

C. THESPIRIT TELLSPETER TO GO WITH THE MESSENGERS...
1. Themen from Cornelius arrive as Peter contemplates the vison - Ac 10:17-18; 11:11
2. The Spirit tdls Peter to go, “doubting nothing, for | have sent them” - Ac 10:19-20; 11:12
3. Peter recaives the men and takes sx with him as they go to Corndius- Ac 10:21-23;
11:12

D. PETER ARRIVESAT CORNELIUS HOUSE...

1. Corndius has gathered hisfamily and close friends - Ac 10:24

2. Peter deflects an attempt by Cornelius to worship him - Ac 10:25-26

3. Peter explains his presence is aviolation of Jewish custom, but now understands “1 should
not cal any man common or unclean” - Ac 10:27-28

4. Asked by Peter to explain why he was called, Cornelius recounts the gppearance and
ingructions of the angd - Ac 10:29-32; 11:13-14

5. Corndius and his household were ready “to hear dl things commanded you by God” - Ac
10:33

E. ASPETER BEGINSTO SPEAK, THE SPIRIT FALLSUPON THE LISTENERS...
1. Atthispoint, carefully note the actud sequence of events
2. Luké srecord gives atention to the sermon firet, and then the Spirit coming upon the
Gentiles- cf. Ac 10:34-44
a. But Luke dso saysthat “While Peter was dill speaking...the Holy Spirit fdl”
b. From thiswe do not exactly when the Spirit fell
c. It could have been a the beginning, in the middle, toward the end, of his sermon
3. Peter, however, explained what happened “in order from the beginning” - Ac 11:4
a. He describes the events as they happened
b. Hesays“Asl began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them” - Ac 11:15
-- Note Well: Welearn from Peter that the Spirit actudly came upon the Gentiles at the
beginning of the sermon!
4. With the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles, they began spesking with tongues, which amazed
Peter and his Jewish companions - Ac 10:45-46; cf. Ac 2:4,6,8,11

F. PETER'SSERMON TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF CORNELIUS...
1. Hebeginswith afull perception that God shows no partidity - Ac 10:34-35
a. A perception started with the vison of the sheet and unclean beasts
b. A perception continued with the Spirit’ singdruction to go with the messengers
C. A perception made clear with the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles- Ac 11:15-17
2. Peter then proceeds to proclam Jesus Christ - Ac 10:36-43
a. AsLord who was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power - Ac 10:36-38
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b. Who waskilled, but then raised from the dead and seen by eyewitnesses who knew
Himwdl - Ac 10:39-41

c. Who has commanded the apostles to proclaim Him as ordained by God to be the Judge
of the living and dead - Ac 10:42

d. Through Whom remission of sinsis offered to those who bdieve - Ac 10:43

G. PETER COMMANDSTHEM TO BE BAPTIZED...
1. How could anyone forbid water to those who had received the Spirit just as the apostles
did?- Ac 10:47; cf. 11:17-18
2. So Corndius and his household were commanded to be baptized in the name of the Lord
- Ac10:48

[ The events surrounding this conversgon are certainly remarkable. They evidently were intended to
convey important truths. But our purpose in this study isto answer these questions:

+ At what point were Corndius and his household saved?

+ If not to save them, what was the pur pose of the Spirit faling upon Corndius and
his household?

Let’snow answer thefirst question...]

II. THE POINT AT WHICH CORNELIUSWAS SAVED

A. REMEMBER WHAT CORNELIUSWASTOLD...
1. Peter would tell him “what you must do.” - Ac 10:6
2. Peter would tel him “words by which you...shdl be saved.” - Ac 11:14

B. YET THE SPIRIT FELL UPON HIM BEFORE HE HEARD...
1. AsPeer sad, the Spirit fell upon them “as | began to speek”
2. Itwasn't until the end of his sermon and afterward that Peter told them the “words by which
you...shdl be saved.”

C. CORNELIUSWASSAVED AFTER HE HEARD...
1. The“words’ by which he would be saved (i.e, the sermon)
2. What hewastold to do
a. Suchasto believe- cf. Ac 10:43
b. Such asto be baptized, as commanded in Ac 10:48
-- Until he heard the words, and obeyed what he wastold, he was not saved!

[Since Cornelius and his family were not saved until they heard the “wor ds’ by which they would be
saved, and told what they “ must do”, the Spirit faling upon them did not saved them, for it came upon
them befor e they heard the “words’ and were told what to do!

But why did the Spirit come upon them, if not to save them? Condder what actudly was...]
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I[1.THE PURPOSE OF THE SPIRIT FALLING UPON CORNELIUS

A. THE PURPOSE CAN BE GLEANED FROM THE FOLLOWING...
1. Theéeffect it had on the Jewish brethren who were present, and Peter’ sresponse - Ac 10:
45-47
2. Thereaction of the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem when Peter told them what happened - Ac
11:17-18
3. Peter’sexplanation at the council held later in Jerusdem - Ac 15:7-11

B. THE PURPOSE WASTO SHOW JEWISH BRETHREN...
1. That God was no respecter of persons - Ac 10:34-35
2. That God was willing to grant them opportunity to repent and have life - Ac 11:18
3. That Gentiles could be saved in the same way as Jews...
a. By faith, repentance, and baptism - Ac 15:9,11; cf. 2:38 with 10:48
b. Which faith comes through hearing the word of God - Ro 10:17

CONCLUSION

1.

While miraculous events surrounded the conversion of Corndius and his family, their sdvation was

no different from what we see in other cases of converson...

a. They heard the gospd of Jesus Christ

b. They were taught to believe and be baptized

-- Thusthey were saved “in the same manner” asall those previoudly - cf. Mk 16:15-16;
Ac 2:38; 8:12

The purpose of the Spirit faling upon them...

a. Was not to show one could be saved without baptism

b. But to show that Gentiles were no longer to be consdered “common” or “unclean”, and could
be granted the same opportunities to hear the gospel and be saved by it!

One might dso ask...

a.  When the Spirit came upon Balaam to prophesy concerning Isradl, did it save him? - Num 24:2

b. When the Spirit came upon Saul to prophesy, did it save him? - 1 Sam 19:20-24

c. When Caiaphas prophesied, was he saved? - Jn 11:49-52

--  The purpose of the Spirit coming upon a person may vary, and one should not assume
that onefilled with the Spirit at any given timeisthereby being saved by the Spirit!

Those of us not descended from Israel can rgoice in what God revealed with the conversion of
Corndius and his household. As properly concluded by the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem:

“...God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.” (Ac 11:16)

And when carefully noted, they were saved “ in the same manner” (cf. Ac 15:9-11) asdl others,
having their hearts purified through faith when they heard and obeyed the word of God!
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Baptism
Wasn't Paul Sent To Preach, Not Baptize?

INTRODUCTION

1. Another objection commonly raised concerning the necessity of baptism is based upon Paul’s
gtatement to the church at Corinth - cf. 1 Co 1:14-17
a. Specid note is made of Paul’s tatement: “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel...” - 1 Co 1:17
b. From which some conclude baptism must not be essentid to salvation

2. However, when one takes into account...
a. Thecontext of verses 10-13
b. The context of Paul’s preaching in Corinth asrecorded in Ac 18:1-8
...it becomes apparent that Paul preached baptism, and his comments should not be taken as
Suggesting it was not essentia

[In this study, let’ stake acloser look at the context in which Paul’ s statement isfound. Note that...]

I. PAUL WASADDRESSING A PROBLEM AT CORINTH

A. WITH THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD PREACHERS...
1. They weredivided -1 Co 1:10-11
2. Ther divisonwasaresult of “preacher-itis’ - 1 Co 1:12
a. They weredaming, “I am of Paul”, “1 am of Apollos’, ec.
b. AsPaul expounded later, they were thinking too highly of the different preachers
1) Their atitude was amark of carndity - 1 Co 3:3-4
2) Preacherswere amply fellow servants-1 Co 3:5-9
3) Thusthey were not to boast in men - 1 Co 3:21-23

B. IT APPEARSRELATED TO WHO BAPTIZED THEM...
1. Asindicated by Paul’ s rhetorica questions-1 Co 1:13
2. E.g., “Were you baptized in the name of Paul?’
3. Theimplication is that those who were baptized were claming to be disciples of those who
persondly baptized them

C. WHICH ISWHY PAUL WASGLAD HE PERSONALLY BAPTIZED FEW...
1. Thankful that he baptized only Crispus, Gaius, and the household of Stephanas
2. Lest any should say that he was baptizing in hisown name- 1 Co 1:14-15

[So Paul was addressing aproblem at Corinth. Are we to construe from thisthat Paul didn’t preach
baptism, or didn’t think it necessary? To the contrary...]

II. PAUL'SPREACHING HAD RESULTED IN MANY BAPTISMS
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A. LUKE RECORDS PAUL’'SWORK AT CORINTH...
1. How he worked with Aquilaand Priscilla- Ac 18:1-3
2. How he reasoned in the synagogues, tetified that Jesusis the Christ, and persisted despite
rgection by unbelieving Jews - Ac 18:4-7

B. LUKE RECORDS THE SUCCESS OF PAUL’SPREACHING...
1. Crispus, ruler of the synagogue, and his household believed on the Lord (and whom Paul
persondly baptized) - Ac 18:8; c¢f. 1 Co 1:14
2. Butdso“many” of the Corinthians believed and were baptized - Ac 18:8

[Though Paul persondly baptized few, his preaching resulted in many baptismd  Baptism must have
played asgnificant role in his preaching. That is one reason why we must not twist Paul’ swords to the
church a Corinth asimplying that it was not necessary. Aswereturnto 1 Co 1:13, we should also
note that...]

I11.PAUL’SWORDSDEMONSTRATE THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM

A. NOTE CAREFULLY PAUL’'SREASONING...
1. Foroneto cdl himsdf after Paul (or any other man) required two things:
a.  Paul would have to be crucified for the person - 1 Co 1:13
b. Onewould have to be baptized in the name of Paul - 1 Co 1:13
2. Naeither had happened, of course, which iswhy they should not be caling themselves after
men

[But consder what Paul’ s argument means positively...]

B. TOBE CALLED AFTER CHRIST, TWO THINGSARE REQUIRED...
1. Chrigt would have to die for the person (which of course He did)
2. The person would have to be baptized in the name of Christ!
a. Have you been baptized in the name of Chrig?
b. If nat, then you cannot rightfully be caled a Chridtian!

[In the very context of a passage which many use to claim that baptism is not essentid, Paul implies one
cannot be caled a Chrigtian unless they have been baptized in the name of Christ! How then are we to
understand Paul’s statement: “ For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel...” ? The answer iseasy...]

V. PAUL WASEMPHASZING HISROLE ASAN APOSTLE

A. PAUL WASSENT TO PREACH, NOT BAPTIZE...
1. Asan gpostle (which means“one sent”), Paul’ s role was to proclaim the gospel
a. Asexplained to the Ephesians, he was given the task to preach “the unsearchable riches
of Chrig” - Ep 3:8
b. Which hedid by inspiration - cf. Ga 1:11-12
2. Though his preaching resulted in baptism (cf. Ac 18:8), it was not imperative that he do it
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a. Others could eadly do the baptizing (such as his traveling companions)
b. Which evidently happened at Corinth, for while many were baptized, he personaly
baptized only afew

B. PAUL USED A COMMON STYLE OF SPEAKING...
1. Noticethewordsof Jesusin Jn 6:27...
a. “Do not labor for the food which perishes’
b. “but for the food which endures to everlagting life’
--  Jesus was not saying one should not work, but rather was emphasizing the importance
of seeking after spiritua food over physica food
2. Inagmilar way Paul says1 Co 1:17...
a. “For Christ did not send me to baptize”
b. “but to preach the gospd”
-- Paul was not saying he was not to baptize, but that hisrole as an apostle to preach the
gospel was more important!

C. HOW OTHERSHAVE UNDERSTOOD PAUL...

1. “Thatis, not to baptize asmy main business. Baptism wasnot hisprinciple
employment, though he had a commission in common with othersto administer the
ordinance, and occasionally did it.” - Barnes (Notes, on 1 Co 1:17)

2. “According to Semitic idiom, ‘not so much to baptize, as...”. Theword ‘sent’
involves the meaning ‘made me an apostle’. The primary function of an apostle
was ‘to bear witness'.” - Farrar (Commentary on 1 Co 1:17)

3. “Baptism wasnot hisprincipal work, not the main business for which Paul was sent,
it was part of hiswork, otherwise he would not have baptized Crispus, or Gaius, or
‘the household of Stephanas,” but preaching was his principle work.” - Poole
(Annotations, 1 Co 1:17)

4. *..bearing mind Paul’s other utterances about baptism, v.17 isto beinterpreted in
thelight of the Semitic manner of laying stresson an issue: Christ sent Paul to
preach the gospel rather than to baptize. But thisisno depreciation of the value of
baptism.” - Beadey-Murray (Baptism In The New Testament, p.181)

CONCLUSION

1. When one consders dl the evidence we have about the situation at Corinth, we learn...
a.  That many were baptized as aresult of Paul’s preaching - Ac 18:8
b. Paul was glad that he did not personaly baptize many of them, because of the problem that later
arosein Corinth - 1 Co 1:14-15

2. Inthe passage so many useto say that baptism is not important...
a.  Paul was smply emphasizing hisrole asan gpostle-1 Co 1:17
b. Paul used reasoning which implies the necessity of baptism (to be called after Christ, one must
be baptized into the name of Chrigt) - 1 Co 1:13

Can you rightfully be cdled a Christian? Yes, Chrigt was crucified for you; but have you been baptized
in the name of Chrigt?

Baptism - A Special Study 24




Mark A. Copeland

Baptism
Baptism IsA Work, We Are Not Saved By Works!

INTRODUCTION

1. A popular objection to the necessity of baptism involves salvation and works...
a. People often say, “Baptism isawork, and we are not saved by works!”
b. Support for this objection is made by appeding to passages like Ep 2:8-9

2. Cetanly baptism isathing done, and as suchisa“work” ...
a. Butisitawork of merit, by which one earns savation?
b. Orisitawork of faith, by which onereceives sdvation?

3. Incongdering the work involved in baptism, who istruly the one* at work” ?
a. Isit theman or woman who submits to being immersed?
b. Or isit God who forgives and regenerates through the blood of Jesus and working of the Holy
Spirit?
[When one carefully considers what the Bible teaches, there is no contradiction between the idea that
we are saved by faith and not works, and at the same time saved by baptism. In this study | hope to
make that clear. Let me begin by pointing out thet...]

|. BAPTISM ISA WORK OF FAITH, NOT MERIT

A. THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDSOF “WORKS'...
1. Thereareworksof “merit”

a. Theseareworksdoneto “earn” something

b. Those who have done such works believe they “ deser ve” something; eg., those who
believe they will be saved:
1) Becausethey kept the Ten Commandments
2) Because they went to church, did good deeds, etc.

c. Itisthese kinds of worksthat Paul has under consderation in Ro 3:27-28; Ep 2:8-9;
Ti 3:4-5a
1) Thereisnoway we can “earn” or merit” savation!
2) All the good we might do cannot outweigh even onesn! - cf. Ja 2:10

2. There are dso works of “faith”

a. Thesearethingsdoneto “receive” something

b. Those who have done such works believe they * deserve” nothing!
1) They understand their obedience did not earn or merit their salvation
2) They understand their salvation rests upon God's mercy and grace, not
because God owesiit to them!

c. Suchworks can rightly be called “wor ks of God”
1) Of which fath itsdf is caled by Jesus - Jn 6:28-29
2) Other works of faith commanded by God include repentance and confession - cf.
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Ac 17:30; Ro 10:9-10
d. Though such works as faith, repentance and confesson are commanded...
1) They are not meritorious works, we do not earn sdvation through them
2) They areworks God has ordained we do to receive His salvation
-- When all issaid and done, salvation is still by God’ s grace and mer cy!

[What is sad of faith, repentance, and confession may aso be said of baptism...]

B. BAPTISM ISA WORK OF FAITH, NOT MERIT...

1. Baptism requiresfaith
a. The necessity of faith was emphasized by Jesus- Mk 16:16
b. Philip made it a prerequisite to baptism - Ac 8:36-37

2. Baptismisan act of faith by which one receives (not earns)...
a. Theforgiveness of Snsand gift of the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38
b. Union with Chrig in His degth, raised with Him to new life- Ro 6:3-4; Ga 3:27

3. That baptismisnot awork of meritisemphaszedin Ti 3:4-5
a. While God saves us “through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy

Spirit” (an dlusion to baptism)...

b. Hedoesnot save us by “works of righteousness’ (i.e., works of merit)

-- Thusbaptism isclearly isnot somework of righteousness doneto earn or merit
salvation!

[No where does the Bible suggest that baptism is awork of merit, by which God owes us salvation
upon the basis of our baptism. Like faith, repentance, and confession, baptism is smply an act of faith
by which we receive sdvation. And why isthiss0? Because...]

II. BAPTISM INVOLVESTHE WORKING OF GOD

A. GOD ISAT WORK IN BAPTISM...

1. Weareburied and raised with Chrigt “ through faith IN THE WORKING OF GOD”
-Co2:12

2. ItisGod who does the work, not man! - Co 2:13
a Manisdeadinhissns
b. But God makes him dive, forgiving him of Sns

-- Thusit isGod who saves us, not we our selves, which He does thr ough the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit - Ti 3:5

B. THINK OF BAPTISM ASA “SPIRITUAL OPERATION"...

1. Anoperation in which the “Great Physician” does Hiswork

2. When one needs physical surgery, it requires faith in the skills of a physician to submit to the
operding table
a. Whenthe surgery isover, havel “earned” or “merited” my heding? No!

b. It required both faith in the doctor and a willingness to submit to him!

3. Somy fathin God and in the death of His Son for my sins prompted me to submit to the
“goiritua operation” of baptism, in which God did His wonderful work of cleansing by the
blood of Jesus and regeneration by the Holy Spirit!
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CONCLUSION

1. When we understand that baptism...
a. Isawork of faith, not awork of merit
b. Isaworking of God a which time we receive salvation, not earn savation
--  Wewill not rgect the necessity of baptism under the mistaken ideathat it is some work by
which we try to earn salvation

2. Sadly, many people reject baptism because they seeit as something you do...
a. Inredity, baptismisthe most passive act of faith required to recelve Christ and the blessngs
He provides
b. l.e,“beieve’, “repent”, “confess Chrigt”, are dl thingswe must do
c. Onthe other hand, “baptism” is something doneto us

3. Congder this..
a. Fath, repentance, and confession are dl active acts of faith on our part
b. Baptismishbut apassive act of fath in which we submit to the working of God in our lives (cf.
Co 2:12).
-- Toobject to baptism becauseit requires man to “do” something would require oneto
object to faith, repentance, and confession, for they also require man to “do”
something!

4. Even Martin Luther, who coined the phrase “sdvation by faith only”, understood that savation by
grace through faith did not preclude the necessity of baptiam:

a. Inanswer to the question, “What giftsor benefits does Baptism bestow?”, Luther replied
in his Smdl Catechiam, “ It effects for giveness of sins.”

b. Headsowrote concerning the sinner: “ Through Baptism heisbathed in the blood of Christ
and iscleansed from sins.”

c. Agan, hewrote “To put it most smply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of
Baptism isto save.”

d. Inresponse to those who would call thisakind of works-salvation, hesaid “ Yes, it istrue
that our worksare of no usefor salvation. Baptism, however, isnot our work but
God’s.” -- (as quoted by Jack W. Caittrell in Baptism And The Remisson of Sins, College
Press, 1990, p. 32-34)

So to those who say, “Baptism isawork, and we are not saved by works’, | would reply:

Baptism isawork of God, and we are saved by faith in the working of God!
Have you submitted to the working of God in baptism? If you bdieve that Jesus died for your Snson
the cross, have repented of your sins and are willing to confess your faith in Him as the Son of God, you

can receive the working of God in your life today!

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16)
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Baptism
Spirit Baptism Saves Us, Not Water Baptism!

INTRODUCTION

1. Anocther objection to the necessity of baptism involves making a digtinction between baptism in the
Spirit and baptism in water; this view proclams...
a. “Thebaptism which savesisa baptism in the Spirit at the point of faith.”
b. “Passageslike Ro 6:3-7, Ga 3:27, etc., refer to Spirit baptism, not water baptism.”

2. Those upholding this view point out...
a. Thereae many different types of baptismsin the Bible
b. We should not assume that water baptism is dways the subject under consideration

3. Asexpressed by one proponent of thisview...

a. “Thereisaway to distinguish between water baptism and Spirit Baptism in those
scriptureswhich do not specifically tell which typeisbeing discussed.”

b. “That way isthis: if the passage istalking about being placed into Chrigt, then it is
talking about Spirit Baptism, not Water Baptism, for Spirit Baptism ishow we are
placed into Chrigt.”

c. “..in Romans®6, for example, it isobviousthat the context isbeing placed into Christ
and the passage dwells on the believer'sidentification with Christ, with His death, and
with Hisresurrection. In this passage, the believer isnot baptized into WATER, but
into the death of Christ.” - Baptism and Sdvation, Charles T. Buntin

--  Of coursg, this argument presumes the very point to be proven

[There are severd problemsthat | have with this effort to explain away the necessity of baptism in water
for theremisson of ans. To begin with, the Bible teaches...]

|. THERE ISONE BAPTISM

A. THE BIBLE DOESDESCRIBE MANY BAPTISMS...
1. Atthevery least there are Six...
a. Thebaptism of Moses (Israel) - 1 Co 10:1-2
b. The baptism of John, abaptism inwater - Mk 1:4-5
c. Thebaptism of the Holy Spirit - Mt 3:11; Lk 3:16; Ac 1:5; 2:1-4; 10:44,45,;
11:15-16
f.  The baptiam of fire (judgment) - Mt 3:11; Lk 3:16,17
d. The baptism of suffering (persecution) - Mt 20:20-33; Lk 12:50
e. The baptism of the Great Commisson, which was a baptism in water - Mt 28:19; Mk
16:15-16; Ac 2:38; 8:12-13,35-38; 10:47-48; 22:16
2. Someinclude two more...
a. The baptism of Noah, metaphoricaly speaking, which involved water - 1 Pe 3:20
b. The baptism of Jesus, which involved water and the Spirit - Mt 3:16-17
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B. THERE ISNOW JUST ONE BAPTISM...
1. Indescribing the unity of the Spirit...
a. Paul proclamsthereis one baptisn - Ep 4:3-7
b. Jugt asthereisonly one Lord, one faith, one hope, €tc.
2. Towhich of the gx (or eight) baptisms was Paul referring?
a. | believe we can safely rule out dl but two
b. Theissueboilsdowntothis: Isthe one baptism of Ep 4:5...
1) The baptiam of the Holy Spirit?
2) Thebaptism of the Grest Commisson?
-- Or might there actudly be a connection between these two, with the end result there
being one baptism with two dements. water and the Spirit?

[Whichever, we cannot have two or more baptisms, thereis only one baptism! Now let me explain
why regarding the one baptiam...]

II. ITISTHE BAPTISM OF THE GREAT COMMISS ON

A. WHY THE BAPTISM OF THE GREAT COMMISSION...?
1. Thisisthe baptism...
a.  Commanded by Jesus
1) For peopleof al nations- Mk 28:19
2) For every personin theworld - Mk 16:15-16
b. Commanded by the apostles in response to the gospel
1) Asproclaimed to the Jews at Pentecost - Ac 2:38
2) Ascommanded by Peter to the Gentiles- Ac 10:48
-- Indeed, every example of conversion described in detail in the book of Actsinvolves
this baptism!
2. If thereisonly one baptism...
a. It mus involve thisone, for it is commanded of al who would come to Christ!
b. Otherwise we must throw it out (as some have done)

B. WHAT ABOUT THE BAPTISM OF THEHOLY SPIRIT...?
1. Thisisadifficult subject, about which the Bible actudly says very little...
a.  John promised that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit - Mt 3:11
b. Jesus promised that He would baptize with the Holy Spirit - Ac 1:5
c. But the baptiam of the Holy Spirit is then explicitly mentioned in just three places
1) At the converson of Corndlius - Ac 10:44-45; 11:15-16
2) Which reminded Peter of Pentecost - Ac 11:15-16; 2:1-4
2. Thishasled to much confusion about what the baptism of the Spirit is...
a.  Some say that it was an event that occurred only twice
1) Ontheday of Pentecost, and only upon the apostles - Ac 2
2) At the converson of Cornelius and his household, the first Gentiles- Ac 10,11
b. Somesay itisan event that occursat every conversion
1) When apersonis saved, they are that moment “baptized” with the Holy Spirit
2) Occursto dl who become Chrigtians, and no miraculous manifestations need be
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present
c. Otherssay itisan event that occurs after conversion
1) A “second work of grace’ that must be sought diligently
2) Many people understand “speaking in tongues’ to be asign of this “baptism of the
Holy Spirit”
3) Someeven say that it is necessary to be truly saved
3. | am persuaded the baptism of the Holy Spirit...
a. Refersto the pouring out of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:1-21
b. Wasaonetime event, but with ramifications lasting throughout the gospel age
1) Inwhichthe Holy Spirit is now available in some way to al whom God calls through
thegospel -2 Th 2:13-14; Tit 3:7
2) For those who receive the Spirit, the Spirit then empowers whom He wills to the

degree He wills-1 Co 12:4-13

a) For the servants of God used in the revelation and confirmation of His Word,
the Spirit imparted “ spiritud gifts’ (thiswork of the Spirit was temporary, and
ended once God's revel ation was compl eted)

b) For dl of the servants of God, the Spirit serves as the “instrumental agent” by
which God strengthens and blesses them (thiswork of the Spirit continues
today, and will until Chrigt returns)

-- Thisview presumes that one receives the Spirit at baptism (see below) - Ac 2:38-39;
1Co012:13; Ti 3:5-7
4. Sowhileat first there may be have been two baptisms spoken of by Jesus...
a. The baptism of the Great Commission - Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15-16
b. Thebaptism of the Spirit - Ac 1:5
...once the Spirit was poured out, only “one baptism” remained, which was that baptism
commanded of peoplein every nation!

[Having declared the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” a promise that was fulfilled on the day of Pentecos,
let me emphasize concerning the “ baptism of the Great Commisson”...]

[11.1T INVOLVESBOTH WATER AND THE SPIRIT

A. THAT IT INVOLVESWATER...
1. Isevidenced by converson of the Ethiopian - Ac 8:35-38
2. Ismade clearer by the command of Peter - Ac 10:47-48
3. Isdluded to by Paul and Peter in their epistles - Ep 5:26; 1 Pe 3:20-21

B. THAT IT INVOLVESTHE SPIRIT...

1. Isindicated when Jesus declared that one must be “born again” - Jn 3:3-5
a. Tobeborn*of water and the Spirit”
b. Not two births, but one birth with two dements (water and Spirit)

2. Ismade clearer when Paul wroteto Titus-Ti 3:5-6
a. God saved us “through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit”
b. Tha washing (aclear dluson to baptism) involved aregeneraion and renewing of the

Spirit!
3. Isseenin Paul'sremarksto the Corinthians- 1 Co 12:13
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a. By the Spirit were we baptized into the one body
b. In baptism, the Spirit not only regenerates, but incorporates us into the body of Chrigt!

[The baptism of the Great Commission is more than just an immerson in water. At the moment the
penitent believer islowered into the water, the Spirit is very much a work in renewing, regenerating,
and incorporating us into the Body of Christ. In other words...]

IV.IT HASSPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE

A. ITINVOLVESA BURIAL INTO THE DEATH OF CHRIST...
1. AsPaul explansin Ro 6:3-7
a. Baptisminto Chrig isaburid into His death
b. Inbaptism we are crucified with Chrigt
C. Inbaptism wethusdieto sn, and riseto walk in newness of life
2. Some contend Paul is teaching what water baptism symbolizes...
a. That it pictures what took place when we were saved before baptism
b. That it depicts the Spirit baptism which occurred a the moment of faith
-- Butif s0, then we have two baptisms, and Paul taught there was only onel!
3. Otherssay Paul isdescribing Spirit baptism...
a. That water baptism (i.e., the baptism of the Great Commission) is not even under
congideration
b. That this passage is depicting what happens before water baptism
-- Agan, we would have two baptisms, not one!
4. This passage describes what happens when a person is baptized into Chrit...
a. Sincethereisonly one baptism, it must be referring to that baptism
b. Sincethe one baptism is the baptism of the Great Commission, Paul is describing the
spiritud sgnificance of what takes place when oneis baptized in water!

B. THERE ARE OTHER THINGS OF SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE...
1. The one baptism (of the Great Commission) involves...
a. A cutting away of Sn-Co 2:11-13
b. A putting on of Christ - Ga 3:27
2. Again, some contend these passages are describing...
a. “Spirit bgptism” a the point of faith
b. Not the baptism of the Great Commission
--  But this makes two baptisms, when there is only onel
3. Sincethe baptism of the Great Commisson involves both water and the Spirit...
a. Thereisno reason God (i.e., the Spirit) could not be at work when a person is
immersed in water
b. God has chosen to use baptism in water to be the point in timein which His Spirit does
Hiswork of regeneration and renewd! - Ti 3:5; Ac 22:16

CONCLUSION

1. Some people want to “have their cake and et it too” ...
a. They want to say passageslike Ro 6:3-7; Ga 3:27; Co 2:11-13 are describing “ Spirit
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baptism”, not “water baptism”
But then apped to these passages when they seek to describe “water baptism” as symbolic of
“Spirit baptism” which has dready occurred

2. Notewsdll: If these passages are not discussing “water baptism” (i.e., the baptism of the Greet
Commission)...

a

b.

We have no Scripture that tells us what is the true significance and meaning of the baptism
commanded by Chrigt and His agpostles!

The Lord has commanded water baptism, with no explanation asto what it meand

Any explanation as to the meaning and purpose of the baptism of the Great Commisson is pure
conjecture and without any scripturd basidl

3. The*unity of the Spirit” proclams there is only one baptiam...

a

b.

Not two baptisms, one of the Spirit at the time of salvation, and one later for some unexplained
reason

But one baptism, involving both water and the Spirit, in response to the preaching of Christ and
His gpostles

4. Thisone baptiam...

~O P OO0 TW

g

Is arebirth involving both water and the Spirit - Jn 3:5

Isfor the remisson of sns and the gift of the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38; 22:16

Is abaptism in water - Ac 8:35-38; 10:47-48

Involves the Spirit incorporating us into the body of Christ -1 Co 12:13

Isaburid into the death of Chrigt in which we are crucified with Him - Ro 6:3-7

Clothes uswith Chrigt - Ga 3:27

Isagpiritud circumcison, in which our Snsare cut away - Co 2:11-13

Is awashing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, who was poured out as promised
by Jesus- Ti 3:5-7; Ac 1.5; 2:1-4

Saves us, not through some physicd cleansing, but by the resurrection of Jesus! - 1 Pe 3:21

Should we be surprised that the Great Commission of our Lord contains a great command having great
sgnificance?

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all thingsthat I have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Mt 28:19-20)

And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:15-16)

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of theLord.” (Ac 22:16)
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Baptism
Conclusion To This Section On Arguments
Against The Necessity Of Baptism
When dl men'sarguments fal, the Bible's teaching on this subject is fill the same.
Ac 2:38 dill teaches baptism is for the remisson of sns:
Then Peter said to them, “ Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.”

Ac 22:16 4ill teaches baptism washes awvay Sns

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

Mk 16:16 ill teaches

“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.”

1 Co 12:13 4ill teaches that baptism puts us into the body of Christ:
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one
Spirit.”

Ga 3:27 dill teaches baptism puts usinto Christ:
“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

Ro 6:3-4 il teaches baptism puts us into the death of Chrigt:
“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
wer e baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

Co 2:12-13 il teaches that through baptism we obtain the newness of life:

“buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with [Him]
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And you,
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being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has
made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,”

1 Pe 3:21 dill teaches that baptism saves us:

“Thereis also an antitype which now saves us——baptism (not the removal of
thefilth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
theresurrection of Jesus Christ,”

Thefirgt time the gospel was preached, “ They then that received his word were baptized,” (Ac
2:41). Peopletoday who receive the gospd do the same thing.

Friend, if you believe in Jesus Chrigt, and have repented, i.e., determined that you will live according to
His teaching, won't you confess His name before men and be baptized for the reasons He said while
you have opportunity?
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Baptism
Sprinkling, Pouring, Or Immersion?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe preaching and teaching of the apostles, we saw that baptism is essentid to:
a. Sdvation-Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
b. Becoming disciples of Chrigt - Mt 28:19-20; Ga 3.27

2. But even when the essentidity of baptism has been established, questions often remain:
a. Isbaptism to beimmersion, pouring, or sprinkling?
b. Should infants be baptized?
c. Isthereevery any reason to be “re-baptized?’

[This lesson examines thefirg of these questions. “I's baptism to be sprinkling, pouring or
immerson?’ Let'sbegin this study by examining...]

|. THE GREEK WORDSFOR “BAPTIZE” AND “BAPTISM”

A. THEWORDSARE “BAPTIZO” AND “BAPTISMA™ ...
1. Notethat the words “baptize’ and “baptism” are not actudly trandations of the Greek
2. They aretranditerations (where Greek |etters are amply given their English equivaents)
3. To confirm the actua meaning, we must go to authorities on the Greek language

B. THE FOLLOWING GREEK LEXICONSDEFINE “BAPTIZE” AS*TO IMMERSE,
TO PLUNGE, TODIP”...
1. Greek-English Lexicon Of The N.T. (Thayer)
2. Greek-English Lexicon, 7th Edition (Liddel & Scott)
3. Greek Lexicon Of The Roman And Byzantine Periods (Sophocles)
4. Biblio-Theologicd Lexicon Of N.T. Words (Cremer)
5. Toquote Vine's Expogtory Dictionary Of N. T. Words. “baptism, consisting of the
processes of immer sion, submersion and emer gence”

C. NOT ONE STANDARD GREEK LEXICON DEFINES“BAPTIZO” AS
“SPRINKLE” OR “POUR"...
1. Infact, there are completdy different wordsin Greek for “pouring” (cheno) and
“gorinkling” (raino)
2. Itisimportant to keep in mind concerning “baptize’ and “baptism”:
a. They are amply tranditerations
b. They were tranditerated instead of trandated in our Bibles to avoid offending those who
practice pouring or sprinkling
c. When trandated into English, they can only mean “to immersg” and “immersion”!

D. WHAT ABOUT MODERN ENGLISH DICTIONARIES...?
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It istrue that they define baptism as sprinkling, pouring, or immersion

But their definitions reflect common usage of words by people today

To know exactly what was meant by Jesus and His gpostles, we must consult authorities
who define how words were used in Biblical times!

[That of course is where Greek lexicons like those referenced to above are hepful. They define words
according to their meaning at the time used by the New Testament writers. Now let’s condder...]

Il. FIGURES OF SPEECH USED TO DESCRIBE BAPTISM

A. BY PAUL IN ROMANS...

1.
2.

In baptism, we are “buried with Him...into degth” - cf. Ro 6:3-4
Baptism isa“likeness of hisdeath” - Ro 6:5

B. BY PAUL IN COLOSSIANS...

1.
2.

In baptism, we are “buried with Him”
“in which, you were o raised with Him” - Co 2:12

C. WHICH ACTION (IMMERSION, POURING, SPRINKLING) IS

1.
2.
3.

A “burid?

A “likeness of His death?”’

A “likeness of His resurrection?’

Only immersion (followed by an emersion) fits Paul’ s description of baptism

[Paul’ s use of such figures of gpeech would make no sense if baptism were ether pouring or sprinkling.
It isaso interesting to note...]

[Il. THE TESTIMONY OF VARIOUS SCHOLARS

A. WHOSE DENOMINATIONS PRACTICE POURING OR SPRINKLING...
1. Episcopdian

a. “Thispassage (Ro 6:4) cannot be under stood unlessit be bornein mind that the
primitive baptism was by immersion” - Conybeare & Howson (Life And Epistles
Of S. Paul)

b. “Baptism meansimmersion; and it wasimmersion...Unlessit had been s,
Paul’sanalogical argument about our being buried with Christ in baptism would
have had no meaning. Nothing could have been smpler than baptism in itsfirst
form. When a convert declared hisfaith in Christ, he was taken at onceto the
nearest pool or stream of water and plunged into it, and henceforward he was
recognized as one of the Christian community.” - Cunningham (The Growth Of
The Church)

c. “Baptismisthegrave of the old man and thebirth of the new. Ashesinks
beneath the baptismal waters, the believer buriesthereall his corrupt
affections and past sins; as he emer gesthence he rises regenerate, quickened
to new hopesand a new life. Thisbaptism isan image of his participation both
in the death and resurrection of Christ.” - Bishop Lightfoot (Commentary)
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Methodist

a. “Alludingtothe‘immersion’ practiced in the case of ‘adults,’ wherein the
per son appear ed to be buried under the water, as Christ was buried in the heart
of the earth; Hisrising again the third day, and their emerging from the water,
was an emblem of theresurrection of the body.” - Adam Clarke (Commentary on
Co 2:12)

b. “‘Weareburied with him.” Alluding to the ancient manner of baptizing by
immersion.” - John Wedey (Notes)

Lutheran

a. “Thesacrament of baptism was administered in this century (thefirst) without
the public assemblies, in places appointed and prepared for that purpose, and
was performed by an immersion of thewhole body in the baptismal font.”

- Moshem (Mashem’'s Church Higtory)

b. “For the explanation of thisfigurative description of the baptismal rite, it is
necessary to call attention to the well-known circumstancethat in the early
days of the church, per sons, when baptized, werefirst plunged below and then
raised above thewater.” - Tholuck (Commentary on Romans)

Cathalic - “For thirteen hundred year s was baptism an immersion of the person

under water.” - Brenner

B. HOW DO THEY RECONCILE THEIR DENOMINATIONS PRACTICE...?

1.

Since these scholars (and many others) admit and affirm that immersion isthe only “form” of
baptism taught in the Bible, are they to be charged with dishonesty and insincerity because
they practiced “ sprinkling” or “pouring”?

Not necessaxily; rather, they fdl into the fdlacy of assuming:

a. Apostolic commands and examples are not binding

b. Human wisdom may dter specific Bible teaching in what they call “rites’ or “customs’
But Jesus condemned the religious leaders of His day for making the same mistake! - Mt
15:1-9; Mk 7:1-13

a. Laying asde the commandments of God, they were keeping traditions of men

b. By keeping certain traditions, they were not kegping the commandments of God!

When one practices pouring or sprinkling...

a. They are kegping traditions of men, not the commandments of God

b. They render the commandment of God to be immersed (baptized) of no effect!

Though sincere, oneis not necessaxily right; we are right only when we do the Father’ swill!
- Mt 7:21-23

a. Lovefor Jesuswill be manifested by keeping His commandments - Jn 14:15; 15:10,14
b. Lovefor God is manifested the sameway -1 Jn 5:3

CONCLUSION

1. What have we learned?

That the Greek words mean “immerson”

That “sprinkling” or “pouring” isincongstent with the figur es of speech used in the Bible to
describe baptism

That there is no question “immersion” was the mode of baptism in the Bible and the early church

a

b.

C.
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2. Asafind confirmation, consder the account of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch - Ac 8:35-39
a. “both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water”
b. “hebaptized (immersed) him”
c. “they cameup out of the water”

3. What of yoursdf?
a. Wasyour baptism like that described in Ac 8:38-39?
b. If youwere sprinkled or had water pour ed upon you...
1) You were keeping atradition of man
2) You have not yet kept the commandment of God!

4. If you have not been baptized (immersed) as commanded by Jesus and His gpostles...
a. Youaedillinyour snd - Ac 2:38; 22:16
b. You have not yet put on Christ and become Hisdisciple! - Ga 3:27; Mt 28:18-20

‘And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of theLord.” (Acts 22:16)
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Baptism
What About I nfant Baptism?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inthe previous studies we have seen that baptism...

a Isessentid to:
1) Sdvation- Mk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
2) Becoming disciples of Chrigt - Mt 28:19-20; Ga 3:27

b. Isimmerdon, for:
1) The Greek words can only mean immersion
2) Pouring and sorinkling do not fit with figures used to describe baptism inthe N.T.
3) Scholarsare unanimous in pointing out that immersion was the practice in the Bible and

early church

2. Two more questions remain which are often in the minds of people:
a. Should infants be baptized?
b. Isthere ever aneed to be “re-baptized?’

[Thisstudy shdl congider the question “What About Infant Baptisn?’ My firg point is to suggest
that...]

. “INFANT BAPTISM” ISNOT BIBLE BAPTISM

A. BIBLE BAPTISM REQUIRESIMMERSION...
1. We have seen that pouring or sprinkling is not baptism
2. Therefore“infant baptism” as commonly practiced is redly amisnomer
a. “Infant pouring” or “infant sprinkling” would be more accurate
b. Only if theinfant isimmersed could it be caled “infant baptism”
--  Of course, immersion is not the only thing which congtitutes Bible baptism...

B. BIBLE BAPTISM REQUIRES CERTAIN PREREQUISITES...
1. Bible baptiam requiresfaith - Ac 8:35-38
a. Notice the eunuch’s question, and Philip’s response
1) “See hereiswater. What hinders me from being baptized?’
2) “If you beieve with dl your heart, you may.”
-- If one believes, they may be baptized - cf. Mk 16:16
b. Infants, however, are incapable of belief!
2. Bible baptism requiresr epentance - Ac 2:38
a. If oneisapenitent believer, they may be baptized
b. But infants are incapable of repentance!

[Thefirg thing to redize about “infant baptism” isthat it is not baptism in the drict sense of the word;

nor isit the baptism spoken of in the N.T., which was only for those who possessed faith and a penitent
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heart. Another point to condder is...]

1. “INFANT BAPTISM” ISNOT NECESSARY

A. THE RISE OF INFANT BAPTISM IN CHURCH HISTORY ...
1. Eventhosewho later gpproved of infant baptism admit that one could not prove it from the

Scriptures...

a. “It cannot be proved by the sacred Scripturesthat infant baptism was instituted
by Chrigt, or begun by thefirst Christians after the apostles.” - Martin Luther
(On Rebgptism)

b. “Infant baptism was established neither by Christ nor the apostles. In all places
wher e we find the necessity of baptism notified, either in a dogmatic or
historical point of view, it isevident that it wasonly meant for those who were
capable of comprehending the word preached, and of being converted to Christ
by an act of their own will.” - Jacobi (Article on Baptism in Kitto's Cyclopedia of
Biblicd Literature, Val. I, p. 287)

2. If thisistrue, when did the practice of “infant baptism” begin?
a.  Theealiest mention of infant baptism is around 200 A.D.
b. The practice began only after the doctrine of “origina Sn” had been devel oped
1) “Theearly theological development of the doctrine of original sin
contributed to the importance of infant baptism.” (Chridianity Through The
Centuries, p. 160)

2) Thewholebassof “infant baptiam”, therefore, liesin the assumption that infants are
borninsn

B. ARE BABIESBORN IN SIN...?
1. Of course, the doctrine of “origind Sn” means different things to different people
a. Some undergtand it to refer only to inheriting the “falen nature’ of Adam, and not any
persond guilt of his
b. But the common conception includes the idea of inheriting the guilt of Adam’'ssn as
well, meaning that babies are born in 9n and guilty of 9n
c. ltisthislatter understanding that led to the practice of infant baptism
2. People are not held accountable for the guilt of their forbears!
a. God has clearly said that He does not hold the child guilty for the sins of the father
- Ezek 18:20
b. Paul described atime in his life when we was dive before he became asinner - Ro 7:
7-11
1) According to the common idea of origina sin, thiswould have been impossble
2) But not if children are born free from the guilt of Sn and remain such until
they reach an age of accountability
3. Congder dso the nature of the New Covenant - He 8:6-13
a.  One of the notable features about the New Covenant is.
1) “None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying
‘KnowthelLord'...”
2) “For all shall know Me, from the |least of them to the greatest of them.”
-- Inother words, no one entersinto this new covenant without aready knowing the
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Lord!
b. Unlikethe Old Covenart...
1) Where people entered the covenant by virtue of birth into the family (Isradl)
2) Where maes entered the covenant by virtue of circumcision when eight days old
3) Where asthey grew older they had to be taught to know the Lord!
c. When“infant baptism” is practiced, this digtinctive feature of the new covenant is no
longer present!
1) Children, who have supposedly entered a covenant relationship with the Lord, il
need to be taught as they get older
2) They haveto be taught to know the Lord!
d. Thisdidinctive feature of the new covenant is true only when:
1) Baptism (the means by which we enter a covenant relationship with the Lord today)
isadminigtered to penitent believers
2) Those who enter the covenant have aready been taught about the Lord (viathe

gospd of Christ)

CONCLUSION

1. Should infants be baptized? The answer is“yes’ if we can show....

a

b.

C.

One example in the N.T. where infants were baptized

They meet the prerequisites of faith and repentance required of al those baptized in the N.T.
They can know the Lord somehow before they enter into the relationship baptism places them,
and so do not need to be taught to know the Lord

2. ButtheBiblicd factsare...

a

b.

C.

Thereisnot one case of “infant baptism” inthe N.T.!
Only those who believe and have repented may be baptized!
To baptize infants would make the point of He 8: 11 without meaning!

3. Thelogicd concluson from the Biblicd evidence isthat babies...

a

b
C.
d

Are born into this world without the persond guilt of thelir ancestors

. Arenot logt and in need of savation

Are“safe’ (not “saved,” for they were never “logt”)

. Remain safe until they reach an accountable age where they become guilty of their sns, and in

need of salvation

4. What if you were “baptized” as an infant?

a

b.

Mogt likely you were not actudly baptized (immersed), smply “sprinkled”
Even if immersed, it was not “Bible baptism”, which requires faith and repentance

-- Thusyou are dill in need of obeying the Word of the Lord!

Don't place your faith in the traditions of men, or in the doctrines of some church; place your faith in the
Word of God, and obey it accordingly!
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Baptism
What About Re-Baptism?

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour study of baptism we have seentha it is...

a. Essential
1) Tosdvation-MKk 16:16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
2) To becoming disciples of Chrigt - Mt 28:19-20; Ga 3:27

b. Immerson, not pouring or prinkling
1) The Greek words can only mean immersion
2) Pouring and sprinkling do nat fit the figures used to describe baptism inthe NT.
3) Scholars are unanimous that immersion was the practice in the NT.

c. For penitent believers
1) For snnerswith faith in the Lord Jesus and who have repented of their sns
2) Not infants, who are incapable of faith and repentance

2. Another quedtion that is often raised: “Isthere ever a need to be re-baptized?”
a. What about those who were sprinkled?
b. What about those who were baptized as infants?
c. What about those who were baptized believing they were already saved?
[This study examines the question of re-baptism, first by noticing...]

. A CASE OF “RE-BAPTISM” IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. RECORDED IN ACTS19:1-5...
1. Background information isfound in Ac 18:24-28
a. Apollos had been teaching the baptism of John
b. But he himsdf was taught more accurately by Aquilaand Priscilla
2. Paul finds some “disciples’ a Ephesus- Ac 19:1-3
3. Upon further examination he has them “re-baptized” - Ac 19:4-5

B. SOME OBSERVATIONS...
1. They had been previoudy “baptized”
2. But tharr baptism was lacking in some way
a. Eventhough it wasimmerson
b. Eventhough it was“for the remisson of ans’ -Mk 1:4
3. But their baptism was not in the name of Jesus, i.e., by His authority - Ac 2:38; 10:48;
19:5

a.  Which would have been a baptism into the name of the Father, the Holy Spirit, and the

Son - Mt 28:19
b.  Which would have been abaptism into the death of Chrigt, by which they would have
been clothed with Chrigt - Ro 6:3-7; Ga 3:27

Baptism - A Special Study

42



Mark A. Copeland

-- Becausether first “baptism” lacked an essential element, “re-baptism” was
necessary!

[May we not conclude thet if an earlier “baptism” lacks some essential eement, then “re-baptism” is
necessary? To determine whether “re-baptism” isrequired of us, consider...]

. WHEN “RE-BAPTISM” ISAPPROPRIATE

A. FOUR“ELEMENTS’ CONSTITUTE BIBLE BAPTISM...

1.

Awbd

The proper mode: aburid (immerson) - Ro 6:3; Co 2:12

The proper authority: inthe name of Christ - Ac 19:5

The proper purpose; for theremisson of Sns- Ac 2:38; 22:16
The proper subject: apenitent believer - Ac 2:38; 8:37; Mk 16:16

B. WHEN ONE ELEMENT WASLACKING, “RE-BAPTISM” WAS COMMANDED...

1.
2.

In Ac 19:1-5, the proper authority was lacking
Even though their previous baptism had the right mode, purpose, and subj ect,
“re-baptism” was commanded!

C. APPLYING WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED...

1.

If we were baptized by sprinkling or pouring:

a. Aspracticed by Catholics, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Methodists and
others

b. Our baptism lacked the proper mode (immersion)

- “Re-baptism” would be therefore be necessary

If we were baptized by the authority of anyone other than Jesus:

a. SuchasEllen G. White (Seventh Day Adventists), The Watch Tower Society (Jehovah
Witnesses), Joseph Smith (Mormons), and others

b. Our baptism was not by the right authority (Jesus Christ)

- “Re-baptism” would be therefore be necessary

If we were baptized as a public confession of faith (thinking we were aready saved):

a. Aspracticed by most Baptists, Assemblies Of God, and others

b. Our baptism was not for the right pur pose (remisson of Sns)

-- “Re-baptism” would be required to ensure we have been scripturaly baptized

Findly, if we were baptized but wer e not penitent believers:

a. Asisthe case when people are baptized...
1) Whendl ther friends are doing it
2) Becausether spouse, fiancé, or parents are pressuring them to do it (and they do it

to please them, not God)

3) Asinfantsincgpable of faith or repentance

b. Our baptism was lacking the right subj ects (penitent believers)

-- Our need for “re-baptism” would be just as grest as any other!

CONCLUSION

1.

In summarizing what has been said in this Sudy:
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a. If our baptism lack any of the four essentia elements of Bible baptism...
1) The proper mode - immersion
2) The proper authority - Jesus Christ
3) The proper purpose - for remisson of Sns
4) The proper subject - a penitent believer
b. Then “re-baptism” is both appropriate and necessary to ensure that our sins have been washed
away by the blood of Jesus!

2. But perhgps| should darify:
a.  When one is baptized because their “first” baptism lacked an essentid eement...
1) Itisnot redly “re-baptism”
2) Technicdly spesking, the person is being baptized scripturdly for the firdt time
b. When one has been scripturaly baptized once...
1) Thereisnever aneed to be baptized again!
2) For once we have clothed ourselves with Chrigt in baptism:
a) Theblood of Christ continualy cleanses us of our Sins
b) Aswe repent and confess our snsto God in prayer - Ac 8:22; 1Jn 1.9

Have you been scripturdly baptized? If you desire assstance, please fed freeto let me know! May
God blessyou in your effortsto do His Will!
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Baptism
For Your Further Study

For amuch more in-depth study on the subject of “baptism,” | recommend the following books:

¢ Baptism In The New Testament (G. R. Beadey-Murray, Eerdmans Publishing
Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1962, 442 pages)

Thisisan excdlent treetment of the subject from a scholarly point of view, by
one of the foremost scholars among the Baptist denomination. He readily
admits that his conclusons run counter to the views held by thosein his own
denomination.

¢ BaptismAnd The Remission Of Sins (Edited by David W. Hetcher, College
Press Publishing Co., Joplin, Missouri, 1990, 432 pages)

Thisisacollection of articles surveying throughout church history the view that
baptism is for the remisson of gns. It o discusses controversies surrounding
“re-baptism.”
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