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The Epistle To The Philippians

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

The apostle Paul (1:1), joined in hissdutation by Timothy. Persond references by the author
(1:12-14; 2:19-24; 3:4-7; 4:15-16) are certainly consstent with what we know of Paul from other
New Testament sources. Paul's authorship of this letter is aso supported by the testimony of early
"church fathers' such as Polycarp and Irenaeus.

THE CITY OF PHILIPPI

Named after Philip of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, it was amgjor city of Macedonia
on the road from Rome to Asia known as the Egnatian Way. 1t was the Ste of afamous battlein 42
B.C. inwhich Antony and Octavius defeated Brutus and Cassius. In 30 B.C., Octavian made the town
aRoman colony where retired soldiers could live and enjoy the full privileges of Roman citizenship (to
which Paul may have dluded in 3:20).

THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI

During his second missonary journey (49-52 A.D.), Paul and his traveling companions (Timothy and
Silas) were making their way across AsaMinor (Turkey) when Paul received avison a Troas. Inthe
vision, aman of Macedonia pleaded, "Come over to Macedoniaand help us." Perceiving that the Lord
was cdling them to go to Macedonia, they sailed from Troas (Luke having joined them) and eventualy
arived a Philippi (Ac 16:6-12).

With the converson of Lydia (Ac 16:13-15) and the Philippian jalor (Ac 16:25-34), the church was
established at Philippi. The lack of a synagogue seems to indicate that Jews were not prevaent and so
the church may have consisted primarily of Gentiles. From the conversion of Lydia and referencesin
the epidle itsdlf (4:2-3), it is evident that a number of women played arole in the growth of the church.

When it became necessary for Paul to leave, Luke seemsto have stayed at Philippi (based upon careful
observations of persond pronouns, e.g., "we, they", cf. Ac 16:12; 17:1). AsPaul left Macedonia, the
church at Philippi became a significant source of support (4:15-16; 2 Co 11.9).

Paul vigted the church at Philippi again on histhird missonary journey (Ac 20:3,6).

TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING

Philippiansis one of Paul's four "prison epidtles’ (1:7,13,17; cf. Ephesans, Colossans, and Philemon).
The genera consensusis that these epistles were written during Paul's imprisonment at Rome (cf. Ac
28:16,30-31). If suchistruly the case, then Paul wrote Philippians around 61-63 A.D. from Rome.
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PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

The church at Philippi had sent a gift to Paul in Rome by the hand of Epaphroditus (4:10,18). Paul uses
this occasion not only to thank them, but to comfort them concerning his Stuation as a prisoner for Jesus
Chrigt (1:12-14). Hedso writes of his plansto send Timothy soon (2: 19-24), and why he considered
it necessary to send Epaphroditus back to them (2:25-30). There may have aso been a problem at
Philippi involving two women, for Paul has afew words to say concerning them (4:2-3).

THEME OF THE EPISTLE

Throughout this short and rather personal epistle, one keynote resounds again and again. That keynote

isjoy. Fivetimestheword "joy" (Grk., chara) isfound (1:4,25; 2:2,29; 4:1), and the verb "to rgoice’

(Grk., chairein) occurs deven times (twicein 1:18; 2:17,18; 4:4; oncein 2:28; 3:1; 4:10). For this

reason, the epidtle to the Philippians has often been cdled Paul's "hymn of joy" in which the theme is.
"REJOICE IN THE LORD!"

KEY VERSE: Philippians4:4
"Rejoicein theLord always. Again | will say, rejoice!”
OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION (1:1-11)
1. Sdutation (1-2)

2. Thanksgiving and prayer (3-11)

|. THE SS TUATION IN ROME (1:12-26)

A. PAUL'SIMPRISONMENT AND OPPOSITION (1:12-18)
1. Imprisonment has actudly created opportunities to spread the gospd (1:12-14)
2. Even oppaosition has provided opportunity for Christ to be preached (1: 15-18)

B. PAUL'SEXPECTATION OF DELIVERANCE (1:19-26)
1. By ther prayers and the provison of the Holy Spirit, he knows al will turn out well for his
sdvation (1:19-20)
2. Whether helivesor dies, it will be ablessng (1:21-23)
3. Knowing their need of him a the present, he is confident of coming to them once again
(1:24-26)

II. EXHORTATION TO BEHAVIOR WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL (1:27-2:18)

A. STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT (1:27-30)
1. Strivetogether for thefaith of the gospd (1:27)
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2. Do not be terrified by your adversaries (1:28-30)

B. BE OF ONE MIND BY FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST (2:1-11)
1. MakePaul'sjoy complete by being like-minded, having the same love (2:1-2)
2. In humility, look out for the interests of others (2:3-4)
3. Fdllow the example of Christ’'s humility (2:5-11)

C. SHINE ASLIGHTSIN THE WORLD (2:12-18)
1. By working out their own sdvation, for it is God who is a work in them (2:12-13)
2. Aschildren of God, blameess and harmless (2: 14-16)
3. Congder Paul's imprisonment as areason to rgjoice (2:17-18)

[II.PLANSINVOLVING TIMOTHY AND EPAPHRODITUS (2:19-30)

A. TO SEND TIMOTHY SOON (2:19-24)
1. Paul plansto send him shortly (2:19)
2. Commendation of Timathy (2:20-22)
3. Timothy to come soon, hopefully followed by Paul himsef (2:23-24)

B. TO SEND EPAPHRODITUSAT ONCE (2:25-30)
1. Why Paul fdt it necessary to send Epaphroditus (2: 25-28)
2. Receve himin the Lord with dl gladness (2: 29-30)

V. WARNINGS AGAINST JUDAISM AND ANTINOMIANISM (3:1-21)

A. AGAINST JUDAISM (3:1-11)
1. Rgoicein the Lord, bewaring of those who place confidence in the flesh (3:1-3)
2. If anyone had reason to boast in the flesh, it would have been Paul (3:4-6)
3. But hegaveit dl up, tha he might know Christ and the power of His resurrection (3:7-11)

B. AGAINST ANTINOMIANISM (3:12-21)
1. Paul'séttitude of pressng on to perfection (3:12-14)
2. An exhortation for them to have the same mind (3:15-17)
3. A warning againg those who serve their own desires (3:18-19)
4. A reminder of our true citizenship, and the hope it entails (3: 20-21)

V. EXHORTATIONSTO UNITY, JOY, AND PEACE (4:1-9)

A. AN APPEAL TO EUODIA AND SYNTYCHE (4:1-3)
1. Prefaced with an exhortation to stand fast in the Lord (4:1)
2. A pleafor themto be of one mind, asssted by others (4.2-3)

B. EXHORTATION CONCERNING JOY AND PEACE (4:4-9)
1. Rgoiceinthe Lord dways, and be gentleto dl (4:4-5)
2. Through prayer, let the peace of God guard your hearts from anxiety (4:6-7)
3. Meditate upon things worthy of virtue and praise, and follow Paul's example (4:8-9)
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VI.THANKSGIVING FOR THEIR GENEROSITY (4:10-19)

A. THEIR GIFT A SOURCE OF JOY TO PAUL (10-14)
1. Paul rgoiced when they were able to care for him again (4:10)
2. Not that he redly had need, for he had learned contentment (4: 11-13)
3. But they have done wdl to share in his distress (4: 14)

B. THEIR GIFT A SOURCE OF BLESSING FOR THEM SELVES (15-19)
1. A brief history of ther giving to Paul (4:15-16)
2. Their giving abounds to their own account, viewed as an acceptable sacrifice to God, who
will supply al their need (4:17-19)

CONCLUSION (4:20-23)

1. Praseto God (4:20)
2. Grestings from those with Paul, even those of Caesar's household (4:21-22)
3. Find benediction (4:23)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

On which missionary journey wasthe church at Philippi established?
- Paul's second missionary journey

Where can weread about the beginning of the church at Philippi?
-Ac 16:11-40

Who seemsto have stayed at Philippi after Paul left? (cf. " we, they", Ac 16:12; 17:1)
- Luke

From where and when did Paul write Philippians?
- From Rome, sometime around 61-63 A.D.

What three other epistleswerewritten about thistime? What arethefour epistles
sometimes called?

- Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon

- The"prison epitles’

What prompted the writing of Philippians? (cf. Ph 4:10,18)
- A gift from the church a Philippi by the hands of Epaphroditus

From Acts 16 and Philippians 4, who wer e some of the member s of the church at Philippi?
- Lydia, the jailor, Euodia, Syntyche, Clement, Epaphroditus

What isthe theme running throughout thisepistle? Which verse stands out asthe key
verse?

The Book Of Philippians 6



Mark A. Copeland

- Rgoiceinthe Lord!
-Ph44

9) List thesix main sections of thisepistle as given in the above outline
- The dtuation in Rome
- Exhortation to behavior worthy of the gospel
- Plansinvolving Timaothy and Epaphroditus
- Warnings againg Judaism and antinomianism
- Exhortations to unity, joy, and peace
- Thanksgiving for their generosity
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The Epistle To The Philippians
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate why the Philippians were a source of greet joy to Paul

2) Tolearn from Paul's attitude concerning persecution, deeth, and the purpose of life
SUMMARY

Paul begins his epistle with his customary sdutation followed by an expression of thanksgiving and
prayer. The church at Philippi had been a source of greet joy to Paul by virtue of their fellowship with
him in the proclamation of the gospel. Confident that God will complete the work He began in them,
Paul prays that their spiritua growth will continue (1-11).

His circumstances at Rome have actudly been for the furtherance of the gospd, despite imprisonment
and oppostion by false brethren. He is confident that everything will turn out dl right, and that he will

even cometo them again. It isnot without mixed fedings, however, for heistorn between adesireto
be with Chrigt and a redlization thet to remain in the flesh is more needful for them (12-26).

At the moment, his desire is that whether absent or present he may hear they are conducting themselves
worthy of the gospel, by standing fast in one spirit and one mind for the gospd and not disturbed by any

adversaries. They should take comfort in knowing thet, like Paul, they have been granted the honor not
only to believe in Chrigt, but aso to suffer for His sake (27-30).

OUTLINE

. INTRODUCTION (1-11)

A. SALUTATION (1-2)
1. From Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Chrigt (1a)
2. Tothesantsin Chrigt Jesus who in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons (1b)
3. Grace and peace from God and Jesus Chrigt (2)

B. PAUL'STHANKSGIVING AND PRAYER (3-11)

1. Histhanksgiving for them (3-8)
a. That every thought, every request in their behaf, is one of joy (3-4)
b. For their fdlowship in the gospe from the very firs day (5)
c. Heisconfident that God will complete the work begun in them, for they have shared

with him in his chains and the proclamation of the gospel (6-7)

d. Godishiswitnessto how much he longs for them with the love of Jesus (8)

2. Hisprayer for them (9-11)
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That their love aound in knowledge and dl discernment (9)
That they approve the things that are excdlent (10a)

That they be sncere and without offense till Chrigt returns (10b)
That they befilled with the fruits of righteousness (11)

1) Made possible by Jesus Christ (11a)

2) Totheglory and praise of God (11b)

oo oo

II. THE S TUATION IN ROME (11-26)

A. PAUL'SIMPRISONMENT AND OPPOSITION (12-18)
1. Imprisonment has actudly created opportunities to spread the gospel (12-14)
a. Things have turned out to the furtherance of the gospd, for even among the palace
guard it isevident hischansarein Chrig (12-13)
b. Hisexample has emboldened others to spesk without fear (14)
2. Even opposition has provided opportunity for Christ to be preached (15-18)
a.  While some preach Chrigt out of love and good will, others do so with envy and drife,
hoping to make things harder for Paul (15-17)
b. Yet Paul rgoicesthat in every way Christ is preached (18)

B. PAUL'SEXPECTATION OF DELIVERANCE (19-26)

1. Heknowsdl will turn out well for his sdvation (19-20)
a. Through ther prayers and the help of the Holy Spirit (19)
b. Heisconfident that no matter what happens, Christ will be magnified (20)

2. Whether helives or dies, it will be ablessng (21-23)
a. ToliveisChrig, todieisgan (21)
b. Tolivewill mean fruitful labor, but to depart and be with Christ will be far better for him

persondly (22-23)

3. Knowing their need of him a the present, he is confident of coming to them once again

(24-26)

[H.LEXHORTATION TO STAND FAST (27-30)

A. STRIVE TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL (27)
1. Hepleadsthat their conduct be worthy of the gospd (27a)
2. Sothat whether present or absent, he may hear that they are standing fast in one spirit,
united in their efforts for the faith of the gospd (27b)

B. DO NOT BE TERRIFIED BY YOUR ADVERSARIES (28-30)
1. For such confidenceis not asign of perdition, but of savation from God (28)
2. They have been granted not only to believe in Jesus, but aso to suffer for Him even as he
does (29-30)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER
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What are the main points of this chapter?
- Introduction (1-11)

- The stuation in Rome (12-26)

- Exhortation to stand fast (27-30)

Who joins Paul in addressing this epistle? Towhom isit sent? (1)
- Timothy
- The saintsin Chrigt Jesus in Philippi, with the bishops and descons

For what is Paul thankful concer ning the Philippians? (5)
- For their fellowship in the gospe

What is Paul confident of concer ning the Philippians? (6)
- That God will complete the work begun in them until the day of Jesus Chrigt

Upon what basis did Paul have this confidence concer ning the Philippians? (7)
- Their participation with Paul in both his chains and in the proclamation of the gospel

What four thingsdid Paul pray for in behalf of the Philippians? (9-11)

- That their love might abound in knowledge and discernment

- That they might approve the things that are excellent

- That they might be sincere and without offense till the day of Chrigt

- That they might be filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Chrigt

What was the effect of Paul'simprisonment? (12)
- It actudly turned out for the furtherance of the gospe

What was Paul's attitude about those preaching Christ out of envy and strife, trying to do
him harm? (15-18)
- Chrigt was till being preached, and in that Paul rejoiced

What was Paul's ear nest desire and expectation that he could do with all boldness? (20)
- To magnify Chrigt in his body, whether by life or by death

10) What was Paul's attitude toward life and death? (21)

- ToliveisChrig, andto dieisgan

11) Between what two thingswas Paul hard pressed? (23-24)

- A desireto depart and be with Christ
- A redization that to remain in the flesh was more needful for them

12) What sort of conduct did Paul consider worthy of the gospel of Chrigt? (27)

- Standing fast in one spirit, with one mind stringing together for the faith of the gospd

13) What had been granted to the Philippians on behalf of Christ? (29)

- Not only to believe in Him, but aso to suffer for His sake!
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The Epistle To The Philippians
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate the importance of unity, and how it can be maintained by following Jesus example of
humility

2) To undersand what isinvolved in "shining aslightsin the world"
SUMMARY

The firgt chapter included an exhortation to stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospd (1:27). Paul continues with the call for unity, providing reasons why we should
desire unity, the nature of our unity, and attitudes necessary to maintain unity (1-4). Stressing the need
for humility and sacrificid service towards others, Paul apped s to the example of Christ and expounds
upon how far Chrigt was willing to go to save us (5-11).

He continues with another exhortation to "shine as lights in the world" as they work out their own
sdvation with fear and trembling. Doing dl things without complaining and arguing, while holding fast
the word of life, they will prove themsealves to be children of God in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation. Thiswill dso prove to Paul that his labors have not beenin vain, and any
persecution he endures is viewed as a sacrifice in the service of their faith and a cause for mutuad
rgoicing (12-18).

He then writes of his plans pertaining to Timothy and Epaphroditus. He will send Timothy shortly, that

he might know of their condition. But Epaphroditus is coming a once in order to set their hearts at ease
about Epaphroditus brush with death due to arecent illness (19-30).

OUTLINE

|. EXHORTATION TO UNITY (1-11)

A. THEMOTIVATION FOR UNITY (2)
1. Theconsolation we havein Christ
2. Thecomfort found in love
3. Thefdlowship we havein the Spirit
4. The afection and mercy we can enjoy

B. THE NATURE OF UNITY (2)
1. Beng of like mind, having the same love
2. Of one accord, of one mind
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C. ATTITUDESFOR MAINTAINING UNITY (3-5)
1. Do nothing through sdifish ambition or conceit (3a)
2. With lowliness of mind let each one esteem others better than himsdf (3b)
3. Beconcerned for the interest of others (4)
4. Let the mind that wasin Chrigt bein you (5)

D. JESUSASAN EXAMPLE OF UNSELFISH HUMILITY (6-11)
1. Though He was Deity, He was willing to come in the likeness of man (6-7)
2. Asaman He humbled Himsdlf in obedience to the point of dying on the cross (8)
3. Therefore God highly exdted Him so that a His name dl should bow and confess Him to
beLord (9-11)

. EXHORTATION TO SHINE ASLIGHTSIN THE WORLD (12-18)

A. BY WORKING OUT THEIR OWN SALVATION (12-13)
1. Doing so with fear and trembling (12)
2. Remembering that God is a work in them (13)

B. ASCHILDREN OF GOD WITHOUT FAULT (14-16)
1. Doaing dl things without murmuring and complaining (14)
2. Blamdess and harmlessin the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (15)
3. Holding fast the word of life, so that Paul may rgjoice in the day of Christ (16)

C. VIEWING PAUL'SPERSECUTION ASA REASON TO REJOICE (17-18)
1. Heviewsit asa"sacrifice', offered in the service of their fath (17a)
2. For thisheisglad, and cdls upon them to rgoice with him (17b-18)

[II.PLANSINVOLVING TIMOTHY AND EPAPHRODITUS (19-30)

A. TO SEND TIMOTHY SOON (19-24)
1. That Paul might be encouraged when he learns of their condition (19)
2. Hiscommendetion of Timothy, as one who seeks the things of Chrigt, and who serves with
Paul in the gospd as a son with hisfather (20-22)
3. Hewill be sent a once, as soon as Paul knows how things will go with him, and he himsdlf
hopes to come shortly (23-24)

B. TO SEND EPAPHRODITUSAT ONCE (25-30)
1. Because of hislonging for them and his distress when they heard he was sick (25-27)
2. Soheiscoming that they might rgoice, and Paul himself will be less sorrowful (28)
3. Therefore receive him in the Lord with al gladness, and hold such men in high esteem for
their sacrificia service to Christ and others (29-30)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER
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What are the main points of this chapter?

- Exhortation to unity (1-11)

- Exhortation to shine aslightsin the world (12-18)
- Plansinvolving Timothy and Epaphroditus (19-30)

What four things should serve asa motivation for unity? (1)
- The consolation we have in Chrigt

- The comfort found in love

- The fellowship we have in the Spirit

- The affection and mercy we can enjoy

What should bethe nature of our unity? (2)
- Being of like mind, having the same love, of one accord, of one mind

What four things are necessary to maintain unity? (3-5)

- Do nothing through sdfish ambition or conceit

- With lowliness of mind let each one esteem others better than himsdlf
- Be concerned for the interest of others

- Let themind that wasin Christ bein you

What issaid about Christ that proves Him to be a prime example of humility? (5-8)
- Though in the form of God, He did not consider it "robbery" to be equa to God

- Made Himsdlf of no reputation, becoming a servant and coming in the likeness of men

- He humbled Himsdlf and became obedient to the point of dying on the cross

Having been highly exalted, what should every person do at the name of Jesus? (9-11)
- Every knee should bow
- Every tongue should confess that Jesus Chrigtis Lord

What did Paul want his beloved brethren to do in his absence? (12)
- Towork out their own salvation with fear and trembling

What issaid about God working in the Chrigtian? (13)
- Heworksin us both to will and to do for His good pleasure

What two things are necessary if we areto be children of God without fault, harmless and
blameless, shining aslightsin the wor|d? (14-16)

- Do dI things without murmuring and disputing

- Hold fast the word of life

10) How did Paul view hisimprisonment? (17)

- As being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of their faith
- Asareason to be glad and rgjoice
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11) What two things are said about Timothy? (20, 22)
- Paul had no one like-minded, who would sincerely care their sate
- He had proven character, having served with Paul in the gospd as a son with his father

12) How does Paul describe Epaphroditus? (23)
- A brother, afelow worker and fellow soldier, their messenger, and the one who ministered to
Paul's need!
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The Epistle To The Philippians
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) Toseetheerror of placing confidence in fleshly accomplishments
2) To understand the need to strive toward perfection in our desire to know and serve Christ

3) To bereminded of our true citizenship in heaven
SUMMARY

In this chapter we find awarning againgt those who place great confidence in the flesh (1-3). If anyone
had reason to boast about fleshly accomplishments, it was Paul with his Jewish heritage (4-6). But dl
such things were considered rubbish in relation to the excdlence of knowing Christ Jesus (7-8).
Therefore Paul had as his god to be found in Chrigt, having that righteousness which is by faith in Jesus,
knowing Him and the power of His resurrection, and even sharing in His sufferings, that he might by any
means attain to the resurrection from the dead (9-11).

Paul then describes his attitude of pressing on, and encourages dl to follow his example and that of
otherswho walk likewise (12-17). Such an exhortation is necessary in view of the redlity that there are
many people who are enemies of the cross of Chrigt, who have made their fleshly appetites the focus of
their minds, and indeed their god (18-19). Chrigtians, however, should remember thet their true
citizenship isin heaven, from which we eagerly wait for Jesus Chrigt who will transform our lowly bodies
to be conformed to His glorious body (20-21).

OUTLINE

. WARNINGSAGAINST JUDAISM (1-11)

A. BEWARE OF THE JUDAIZERS (1-3)
1. RgoiceinthelLord! (1)
2. Bewareof "dogs', evil workers, the fase circumcision (2)
3. For thetrue circumcision are those who...
a. Worship God in the Spirit
b. Regoicein Chrigt
c. Haveno confidence in the flesh (3)

B. PAUL'SEARLIER CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH (4-6)
1. Paul had many grounds for boasting in the flesh (4)
2. A lig of things pertaining to the flesh in which he could have boasted (5-6)
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C. PAUL'SDESIRE TO KNOW CHRIST (7-11)
1. Hecounted dl aslossfor the surpassing vaue of knowing Chrigt (7-8)
2. Hesupremegod:
a. To have that righteousness which comes through faith in Christ (9)
b. Toknow Christ and the power of His resurrection (10a)
c. Tosharein His sufferings, even in His death, that by any means he might attain to the
resurrection from the dead (10b-11)

II. WARNINGS AGAINST ANTINOMIANISM (12-21)

A. PAUL'SATTITUDE OF PRESSING ON (12-14)
1. Hedoesnot consider himself perfect, so he presses on (12)
2. Heforgets those things which are behind, and reaches forward to what lies ahead (13)
3. Hisgod isthe prize of the upward cdl of God in Christ Jesus (14)

B. AN EXHORTATION FOR THEM TO HAVE THE SAME MIND (15-17)
1. Letthose who are mature have the same mind (15)
2. Tothe degree you have dready attained, so live (16)
3. Follow the example st by Paul and others, who live thisway (17)

C. AWARNING AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS (18-19)
1. With tears, Paul warns them of those who do not walk properly (18)
2. Such people set their minds on earthly things, making their bely their god (19)

D. A REMINDER OF OUR TRUE CITIZENSHIP (20-21)
1. Our citizenship isin heaven, from which we eagerly wait for Jesus (20)
2. Who when He comes will transform our lowly body to conform to His glorious body (21)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Warnings againgt Judaism (1-11)
- Warnings againg antinomianism (12-21)

2) Who does Paul warn against? (2)
- Dogs, evil workers, the "mutilation” (false circumcision); i.e., Judaizers, those who would impose
circumcison and the keeping of the Law of Moses on Gentile Chrigtians (cf. Ac 15:1-6)

3) What characterizesthose who are thetrue circumcision? (3)
- They worship God in the Spirit, rgoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh

4) What sort of things could Paul have boasted pertaining to the flesh? (4-6)
- Circumcised the eighth day
- Of the stock of Israel
- Of the tribe of Benjamin
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- A Hebrew of the Hebrews

- Concerning the Law, a Pharisee

- Concerning zed, persecuting the church

- Concerning the righteousness which isin the law, blameless

5) How did Paul view these fleshly things? (7-8)
- Asloss, asrubbigh, in contrast to the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

6) What was Paul's earnest desire? (9-11)
- Tobefoundin Chrigt
- To have the righteousness that comes through faith in Him
- To know Him and the power of His resurrection
- To know the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death
- To attain to the resurrection from the dead

7) Did Paul view himsdlf as having already attained, or having been perfected? (12)
- No

8) According to Paul, what wasthe" onething" he did? (13-14)
- Forgetting those things which are behind, reaching forward to those things ahead, he pressed
toward the god for the prize of the upward cal of God in Chrigt Jesus

9) What isthe attitude, or mind, of those who are" mature" ? (15)
- The attitude Paul had, of pressing on

10) How should the Christian walk? (16)
- To the degree or rule that they have atained

11) Whose example wer e the Philippiansto follow? (17)
- Paul's, and those whose "wak" was smilar to his

12) What description isgiven of those who are" enemies of the cross of Christ” ? (18-19)
- Their end is destruction, their god isther bdly, their glory isin their shame, and they st thelr
minds on earthly things

13) Whereisour citizenship? (20)
- In heaven

14) What will Christ do when He comes again? (21)
- Transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body
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The Epistle To The Philippians
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To natice Paul's tactfulness in dedling with Euodia and Syntyche
2) Toglean Paul's secrets for joy, peace, contentment, and strength

3) To congder how Paul viewed the Philippians generosity towards him

SUMMARY

Thisfina chapter begins with a series of exhortations to unity, joy, and peace. With greet affection, Paul
pleads with his beloved Philippiansto stand fast in the Lord (1). With greet diplomacy and acal for
assgtance from others, he implores Euodia and Syntyche to be of one mind in the Lord (3-4). Hethen
followswith acall for them to rgoice dways in the Lord, letting their gentleness be known to dl, and
through prayer and supplication with thanksgiving to dlow the peace of God remove any anxiety (5-7).
Hisfina exhortations include a cal to meditate on things of virtue and worthy of praise, and to imitate his
example in order to ensure that God will be with them (8-9).

At last he comes to the matter which occasioned this letter, expressng joy and gratitude for the gift they
had sent to him by way of Epaphroditus. Asthey had done before on severa occasions, so now they
had provided for his necessties. Heis thankful, even though he was quite content, for he knows that
this gift redly abounds to their account, serving as a sweet-amdling sacrifice that iswell pleasing to God
(10-19).

His closng remarks include praise to God, and greetings from those with him, especialy members of
Caesar's household. Aswas his custom, he closes with afina prayer that the grace of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt be with them dl (20-23).

OUTLINE

|. EXHORTATIONSTO UNITY, JOY, AND PEACE (1-9)

A. AN APPEAL TO EUODIA AND SYNTYCHE (1-3)
1. Prefaced with an exhortation to stand fast in the Lord (1)
2. A pleafor Euodiaand Syntycheto be of the same mind in the Lord (2)
3. A request for assstance in helping these women (3)

B. EXHORTATIONSTO REJOICE AND TO BE AT PEACE (4-9)
1. Rgoiceinthe Lord aways, letting your gentleness be known to dl (4-5)
2. Through prayer, dlow the peace of God to guard your hearts from anxiety (6-7)
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3. Meditate upon things worthy of virtue and praise, and follow Paul's example (8-9)

II. THANKSGIVING FOR THEIR GENEROSITY (10-23)

A. THEIR GIFT A SOURCE OF JOY TO PAUL (10-14)
1. Paul rgoiced when they were able to care for him again (10)
2. Not that he redly had need (11-13)
a. For he had learned contentment (11-12)
b. For he had the strength of Christ (13)
3. But they have done wdl to sharein his disiress (14)

B. THEIR GIFT A SOURCE OF BLESSING FOR THEMSELVES (15-19)
1. A brief higory of ther giving to Paul (15-16)
2. Their giving abounds to their own account, viewed as an acceptable sacrifice to God
(17-18)
3. God will supply dl their needs according to Hisriches (19)

C. CONCLUDING REMARKS (20-23)
1. Praseto God (20)
2. Grestings from those with Paul, especially those of Caesar's household (21-22)
3. Find benediction of grace from the Lord Jesus Christ (23)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Exhortations to unity, joy, and peace (1-9)
- Thanksgiving for their generosity (10-23)

2) How does Paul describe his brethren as he exhortsthem to stand fast in theLord? (1)
- My beloved and longed-for brethren
- My joy and crown

3) What two women does Paul imploreto be of the samemind in theLord? (2)
- Euodiaand Syntyche

4) What issaid about these two women? (3)
- They labored with Paul in the gospel
- Their names were in the Book of Life

5) Inwhat areweto rejoice always? (4)
- Inthe Lord

6) Why areweto let our gentleness (or moderation) be known to all men? (5)
- TheLord isat hand

The Book Of Philippians 19



7) What isthe antidote for anxiety? (6)
- Letting our requests be made known to God with an attitude of thanksgiving

8) What will the peace of God do in response to such thankful prayer? (7)
- Guard our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus

9) Upon what should one meditate? (8)
- Whatever things are true
- Whatever things are noble
- Whatever things are just
- Whatever things are pure
- Whatever things are lovely
- Whatever things are of good report
- Anything of virtue, anything thet is praiseworthy

10) How can one ensurethat the God of peace will be them? (9)
- Do the things learned, received, heard, and seen in Paul

11) What had served as a source of great joy for Paul? (10)
- The Philippians care for him flourishing again

12) What had Paul learned? (11-12)
- To be content in whatever state he found himsdlf

13) How was Paul ableto do all things? (13)
- Through Chrigt who strengthens him

14) When had the church at Philippi helped Paul before? (15-16)
- When he departed from Macedonia
- On at least two occasions when he was a Thessaonica

15) Why was Paul really pleased with their gift? (17)
- He knew that it added to their account

16) How did Paul view the gift they had sent by way of Epaphroditus? (18)
- A sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God

17) Who would provide help for the Philippians? (19)
- God, according to Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus

18) Who in particular sent greetingsto the Philippians by way of Paul? (22)
- Those of Caesar's household

19) What was Paul'sfinal prayer for hisbeoved Philippians? (23)
- The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
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