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True Comfort
2 Corinthians 1:3-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Haveyou ever known people who despite tragedy were able to offer comfort to others?
a. | know awoman who within two yearslost her husband, her father, and her two sons
b. Yetwhen| saw her a the funera of the last oneto die, | wasimpressed by the way...
1) Shegracioudy went around welcoming those who came to pay their respects
2) Sheoffered comfort to others, when you would think she would be the one needing it

2. Onthe other hand, some people are devastated by persond hardships...
a. They find no peace, no consolation
b. They cetanly arein no pogtion to help others

3. What isthe difference? Where do those who are able to comfort others while enduring their
tragedy receive the strength to help others?
a. The apostle Paul was oneindividua who had learned the secret
b. And he passed it dong to usin his second |etter to the Corinthians

[Itisin 2 Co 1:3-5 where we learn about “ True Comfort” (read). Notefirst of al regarding...]

|. THE SOURCE OF TRUE COMFORT

A. MANY SEEK FOR COMFORT “IN ALL THE WRONG PLACES' ...

1.

o0k wN

Some in thinking their problems are no worse than those of others
Somein thinking thet things will improve

Some in bdlieving that it can't be helped

Somein trying to forget

Some in exciting and dissipating pleasures of the flesh

Somein complaining and repining

B. BUT TRUE COMFORT COMES FROM GOD...

1.

Heiscdled the“ God of all comfort” - 2 Co 1:3

2. Why Him?

2.

a. BecauseHeisdsothe“ Father of mercies’ - cf. 2Co 1:3

1) Theterm “father” implies* source’

2) ThusHeisthe source of dl kinds of goodness and mercy - cf. Ja 1:17
b. Comfortisjust one of Hismany mercies, and so He is described as.

1) The*God of all comfort” - 2Co 1:3

2) “The God of patience and comfort” - Ro 15:5
Asthe God of ALL comfort, there is no limitation to the comfort He provides

[The source of “ True Comfort”, then, is God. But when doesit come, and how...?]
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II. THE BESTOWAL OF TRUE COMFORT

A. ITISBESTOWED “IN ALL OUR TRIBULATION"...

1. God comforts uswhen it ismost needed -2 Co 1:4

2. Astaught elsewhere, God does not desert usin time of need...
a. “l will never leave you nor forsake you.” - He 13:5b
b. Hewill not allow usto be tempted beyond our ability to bear - 1 Co 10:13
c. Yes evenin “thevalley of the shadow of death”, He isthere to comfort us - Psa

234

3. Indeed, the greater the affliction, the greater the comfort! -2 Co 1.5
a. Asthe sufferings abound...
b. ...s0 doesthe consolation!

B. ITISBESTOWED “THROUGH CHRIST”...
1. “...soour consolation also aboundsthrough Christ” - 2 Co 1.5
a.  Jug aswith dl other spiritud blessngs it isfound only “in Chrig” - Ep 1:3
b. To receive the comfort that comes from God, then, we must be “in Chrigt”!
2. Beng“in Chrig”, there are two avenues through which comfort is dispensed...
a. TheWord of God - cf. Ro 15:4
b. Prayer - cf. Ph 4.6-7

[Actudly, there is athird avenue by which the “ True Comfort” God gives usin Christ is bestowed, but
that will become apparent as we consider...]

I1l.THE PURPOSE OF TRUE COMFORT

A. TO COMFORT OTHERS...
1. “...that we may be able to comfort those who arein any trouble” - 2Co 1.4
2. The comfort God provides through Christ is not just for our private consumption
3. “God does not comfort usto make us comfortable, but to make us comforters.”
- John Henry Jowett (1817-1893)
-- Yes, our comfort isdesigned to be shared!

B. ACASE IN POINT...

1. How God comforted Paul -2 Co 7:4-7,13
a. The Corinthians comforted Titusin the way they recaived him
b. So comforted by the Corinthians' reception, Titus coming then comforted Paul
c. Yet Paul saw that the source of this comfort was ultimately from God!

2. Thisreveds another avenue by which God bestows His comfort
a. It may comedirectly from God (e.g., through His Word - Ro 15:4)
b. 1t may dso comeindirectly from God, through the exhortations of others- cf. 1 Th

4:18

3. Sadly, many people neglect dl avenues through which God offers “true comfort”
a. They do not feed upon the Word and pray, to receive comfort directly
b. Nor do they develop the network of relationships with other Chrigtians, through which
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God might comfort them indirectly when needed!
--  But when all avenuesare utilized, then “true comfort” ispossible, and we can
then passit along!
[Findly, let'sdso notice...]

V. A CONSEQUENCE OF TRUE COMFORT

A. GRATITUDE, MINGLED WITH ADORATION...
1. Paul began our text with these words. “ Blessed be the God and Father...” - 2Co 1:3
2. Itwasthe “true comfort” he had received that moved him to praise God

B. SUCH PRAISEISONLY NATURAL...
1. Not only because of the comfort we have received
2. But dso because of the comfort we can now pass dong to others!

CONCLUSION

1. Areyou lacking in this*“true comfort?’

a.  Perhapsyou have been looking in the wrong places...
1) It comesonly from “the God of dl comfort”
2) And it comesonly “through Chrigt”
-- Areyouin Chrigt? - cf. Ga 3:27

b. Perhapsyou are not benefiting from the comfort God gives others...
1) There are those who would be happy to share their comfort with you
2) But you must be willing to develop the relationships necessary for such comfort to travel

from them to you!

-- Areyou working on your relationship with fellow Christians? - cf. Ph 2:1-5

2. For those who are faithful Chrigtians, having delighted in fullness of “true comfort,” remember these
exhortations...
a. “Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.”
-1Th511
b. “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted,
uphold the weak, be patient with all.” - 1 Th 5:14

Do these things, and we will dl experience the “true comfort” by which we will want to say:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort...” (2 Co 1:3)
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The Devices Of Satan
2 Corinthians 2:11

INTRODUCTION

1. When Paul wrote his second epistle to the Corinthians, he dluded to the possbility that Satan might
take advantage of them:

“lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”
(2Co 2:11)

2. Informed Chrigtians, however, need not bein a position to be caught off guard...
a. Satan's advantage is based upon one being “ignorant of his devices’
b. Butif we are aware of the methods Satan uses to lead people astray, we can resst him
successully!

3. What are some of “ The Devices Of Satan” ? How can we defend ourselves againgt them?

[In study we shdl attempt to answer these questions. We begin by noticing a*“device’ of Satan that
Paul described later in this same epidtle...]

|. BLIND THE MINDS OF PEOPLE

A. REGARDING THIS“DEVICE” OF SATAN...
1. There are somewhom “the god of thisage’ hasblinded - cf. 2 Co 4:3-4
2. The Spirit warned this would be done through “ doctrines of demons’ -1 Ti 4:1-3
3. Today, many minds are blinded to the truth...
a. By thedoctrine of atheism - thereisno God
b. By thedoctrine of evolution - we are Smply animas
c. By thedoctrine of humanism- man isthe measure of dl things and in him doneisthe
solution to our problems
-- Thosewho are so blinded are hindered from receiving the truth

B. OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST IT...

1. Isactudly astrong offense, involving awar for the “thoughts” of men -2 Co 10:3-5

2. Our greatest weapon istruth, which can defeat the fase arguments and free those who
have been blinded into captivity - cf. Jn 8:32
a. Thusthe need for discusson and debate, in order to cast down “arguments’ - 2 Co

10:5

b. Congder the example of Paul, who “reasoned” with others- Ac 17:2-3; 19:8-9

3. Other wegponsinvolve Christ-like attitudes that are “mighty in God’
a. E.g., the meekness and gentleness of Christ - cf. 2 Co 10:1-4
b. E.g., paience and humility in correcting others - cf. 2 Ti 2:24-26

-- “Speaking thetruth in love” (Ep 4:15), we can be defeat this*“ device of Satan”!
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[Another “device of Satan” isto...]

II. GET PEOPLE HOOKED ON THE THINGS OF THE WORLD

A. REGARDING THIS“DEVICE” OF SATAN...

1. | amreferring to those things described in 1 Jn 2:15-17
a Thelud of theflesh
b. Thelus of the eyes
c. Thepridedf life

2. Satan used thesetactics againgt Eve - cf. Gen 3.6
a. What she saw was “ good for food” (the lust of the flesh)
b. Itwas“pleasant to the eyes’ (lust of the eyes)
c. Itwas*“desirable to make onewise’ (pride of life)

3. Satan dso tried these tactics in tempting Jesus - Mt 4:1-11
a. “command that these stones become bread” (lugt of the flesh)
b. “If you arethe Son of God, throw yourself down...” (pride of life)
c. “All thesethings| will giveyou if...” (lust of the eyes)

4. Today, Satan uses these tactics with a vengeance, tempting people through...
a. Immorality (lus of the flesh)
b. Materialism (lust of the eyes)
c. Arrogance (pride of life)

B. OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST IT...

1. Saturate ourselves with the Word of God!
a. Thisishow Jesus overcame His temptations by the devil
b. Note how He answered each temptation by saying “ It iswritten...” - Mt 4:4,7,10

2. Deveop astrong love for the Father!
a. For that loveisincompatible with alove for theworld - cf. 1 Jn 2:15
b. One cannot be afriend of the world and maintain friendship with God - Ja 4:4

-- By saturating our selveswith God'sWord and being strong in our love for Him, we
will effectively submit to Him and be able to resist the devil, causing him to flee!
-Jad7

[Yet let'snot think that Satan will give up eesily; there are other “devices’ up hisdeeve, including...]

[11.PERSECUTE THOSE TRYING TO DO RIGHT

A. REGARDING THIS“DEVICE” OF SATAN...

1. Peter warned that the devil sought to devour Christians through persecutions - 1 Pe 5:8-9

2. Paul worried that &fflictions brought about by Satan might tempt the Thessdoniansto give
up-1Th3:1-5

3. Eventoday, Satan persecutes Christiang!
a.  Someliterdly, through great suffering as Christians
b. Othersthrough socid pressures that are often equdly effective:

1) Peer pressure
Sermons From Second Corinthians 7




Mark A. Copeland

2) Ridicule
3) Ostracism

B. OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST IT...
1. Encourage one ancther!
a. Thisiswhat Peter sought to do - cf. 1 Pe 5:8-10
b. Paul sent Timothy to dothesame- cf. 1 Th 3:2-3
2. Adopt the proper attitude: Rejoice!
a.  Knowing that trids can make us stronger - cf. Ja 1:2-4; Ro 5:3-4
b. Knowing that those who endure are blessed by God - cf. 1 Pe 4:12-14; Mt 5:10-12
3. Commit yoursdf to God in doing good - cf. 1 Pe 4.19
a. Godisafaithful Creator
b. Hetakesnote of our suffering, and will one day repay those who trouble us (including
Satan himsdlf!), and giveusrest - ¢f. 2 Th 1:4-8; Re 20:10

[Thereisanother “device’” of Satan, that often has deadly effect...]

IV.GET PEOPLE TO ENJOY EVIL COMPANY

A. REGARDING THIS“DEVICE” OF SATAN...
1. Thewrong companions can defeat one' s effort to do good - cf. 1 Co 15:33
2. Amnon was led adtray by the counsdl of his*“friend,” Jonadab - 2 Sam 13: 1ff
3. Today, many Chrigians are hindered in their spiritua growth...

a. By the company they keep
b. By the activitiesin which such company engages

B. OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST IT...
1. Redizethe danger of the wrong companions- cf. Pr 13:20
2. Heed the advice Paul made to the Corinthians:
a. “Do not be unequdly yoked together with unbelievers...” - 2 Co 6:14-16
b. “Come out from among them...” -2 C0 6:17-18
c. “..pefecting holinessin the fear of God.” -2 Co 7:1

[Findly, let'slook at one more “device’” of Satan...]

V. DISCOURAGE PEOPLE THROUGH UNCHRIST-LIKE CHRISTIANS

A. REGARDING THIS“DEVICE” OF SATAN...
1. Thisrelatesto Paul’sconcernin our text - cf. 2 Co 2:6-11
a. A snning brother was disciplined, and had repented
b. The nead now wasfor the church to confirm their love and forgiveness
c. Otherwise, Satan might take advantage of this Stuation:
1) Defeating the church by their unwillingnessto forgive
2) Overcoming the wesk brother by his being swalowed up in sorrow if forgiveness
was not granted by the congregation
2. Today, Satan sometimes wins many souls by this* device’
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a. Chrigianswho are unloving, unmerciful, and unforgiving, becoming sumbling blocks to
others

b. Chrigtians who are gpathetic, duggish, in their service and devotion to God, adversdy
influencing new Chrigians

B. OUR BEST DEFENSE AGAINST IT...
1. Paceour ultimate faith inthe Lord, not in brethren - ¢f. 2 Ti 4:16-18
a. Thisisnot to suggest that brethren can’t be trusted
b. But brethren arefdlible, the Lord is not!
2. Remember that not dl brethren set the proper example - eg., 3.Jn 9-12
a. Imitate the good examples
b. Don't let the bad ones discourage us

CONCLUSION

1. Thisisnot an exhaudtive lig, rather only a sampling of “ The Devices Of Satan”
a. The Scriptures certainly reved much more about how the “ Great Decelver” works
b. Thereisdso aninteresting work of fiction that provides some interesting insghts; it is caled
“The Screwtape Letters,” by C. S. Lewis

2. | trust this study has been sufficient to show, however...
a That our adversary isindeed strong
b. That ignorance of his devices make us susceptible
c. That if we are not diligent, he can indeed take advantage of ud

Remember, therefore, these important words of the apostle Paull...

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against therulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickednessin the heavenly places.

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (Ep 6:10-13)
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Transformed By Beholding
2 Corinthians 3:18

INTRODUCTION

1. Wha isthe god of the Chrigtian life? What isit we are to become?
a InRo 8:29, welearn what is the ultimate god of the Chrigtian as predetermined by God
b. Itisamply this “...to be conformed to the image of His Son”
--  To become like Chrigt is our ultimate god!

2. But how does thistake place? How does one become like Christ? Take alook at these words of
Paul:

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding asin a mirror the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the
Spirit of theLord.” (2 Co 3:18)

3. Inthisverse, with the hdp of its context, we learn how it is possible...
a. Toreach that ultimate god as predestined by God
b. Tobe “...conformed to theimage of His Son”

[ The passage which serves as our text (2 Co 3:18) is not an easy one, but Since it reveds important
indghtsinto the god of the Chridtian life, it isworth taking the effort to carefully consder what it says.
For example, wefirst observe that...]

|. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE ISONE OF TRANSFORMATION

A. “WEALL..AREBEING TRANSFORMED...”
1. Theword “transformed”...
a. Comesfrom the Greek word metamor phoo { met-am-or-fo’-o}
b. Which means “to change into another form, to transform, to trandfigure’
c. Theword “metamorphoss’ is derived from this word, which we use to describe
the process of a caterpillar changing into a butterfly
d. Itisused to describe Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration - cf. Mt 17:1-2
1) Hewas*“ transfigured before them.”
2) Hisface*® shone like the sun” and His clothes“ became as white as the light”
2. Chrigianslikewise are to undergo atransformation...
a. Not only based upon our text (2 Co 3:18)
b. ButdsoRo 12:1-2, where our transformation is so we may “prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God”
3. Notein our text that Paul said “we al”
a. Trandormationisfor ALL Chridians
b. Notjust for asdect few!
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B. “.. TRANSFORMED INTO THE SAME IMAGE...”

1. Herewe learn the object of our transformation, which isto become like Christ
2.
3. Jesusintimated assuchin Lk 6:40 (“ ...everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his

Aswenaticed in Ro 8:29, thisis part of God's predetermined plan for those in Christ

teacher.”)

..FROM GLORY TO GLORY..”

This phrase suggests that our transformetion is progressive

a. It doesnot happen dl a once, but gradualy

b. AsPaul said we are “being transformed” (present tense), not “have been transformed”
(past tense)

Trandformation therefore involves a growth process

a. We expect those who have been Chrigtians but a short time to have made only some
progress

b. But we should aso expect those who have been Chrigtians a good while to have made
much progress!

The Chridtian life is not to be static, but a dynamic process...

a. Inwhich changes are taking place

b. Inwhich apersonisbecoming more and more like their Savior, Jesus Chrigt!

--  Comparethiswith what Solomon wrote about thejust - Pr 4:18

[When transformation does not take place, something is wrong, and it may be afailure to gppreciate
and utilize our second point gleaned from this passage...]

II. TRANSFORMATION COMESBY BEHOLDING

A. “WITH UNVEILED FACE, BEHOLDING ASIN A MIRROR...”

1.

2.

3.

We must remember the context of Paul’ swords to appreciate his point
a. Hehad dluded to how Moses out of necessity put aveil on his face when speaking to
the people - cf. 2 Co 3:13
b. For when Maoses had gone to Mount Sinai to receive the commandments of the Lord,
being in the presence of God made his face shine brightly - cf. Exo 34:29-35
In like manner our transformation takes place as we “behold...”
a. Notethat we do it with “unvelled face’
1) Thelgadites were unable to behold any of the glory that shone from Moses' face
because hiswas veiled
2) But Chrigians are able to ook upon the Lord' s glory without impediment
b. “Beholding asinamirror” isactudly just one word in the Greek and has three possble
different ways to be trandated:
1) “beholding asinamirror (or glass)”
2) “reflecting asin mirror”
3) “beholding” (with no necessary reference to amirror)
-- Inview of the context and the comparison with Maoses, the main idea seemsto be
the “beholding”, without any particular reference to amirror
c. “Beholding” suggests contemplation and meditation, not amomentary glance
Thus the Chrigian life is to be one of contemplation, if transformation is to take place
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That Chrigtians are to engage in contemplation is evident from severd passages

SuchasPh 4:8; Co 3:1-2

c. Sadly, our fast-paced lifestyles often discourage the kind of contemplation needed
to adequately “behold”

--  Without contemplation (beholding), however, there can be no transfor mation!

o

B. “BEHOLDING...THE GLORY OF THE LORD”
1. Hereisthe object of our contemplation: the Lord s glory!
a. Itisnot jus the act of contemplation, but the object of our contemplation that
transforms us!
b. Jugt asit wasthe “glory of the Lord” that caused Moses faceto shine, soit is“the
glory of the Lord” that transforms us!
2. What is“the glory of the Lord” we are to behold?
a. It would involve the glory He manifested while on earth - cf. Jn 1:14
b. Fortheglory of the Lord isreflected in every aspect of Hisbirth, life, teaching, miracles,
good deeds, desth, resurrection, ascension, and current reign as our king and high
priest!
--  Thusthe Scriptures (especidly the gospels) are the tools we use to “behold His glory”,
asweread on...

C. “..JUST ASBY THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD”
1. Thisphrase reminds us of the role the Spirit hasin our “beholding”
a.  What we know of Jesus came through the ministry of the Spirit
1) The Spirit' sminigry was to glorify Jesus- Jn 16:12-14
2) Hereminded the gpostles, and inspired their writings - cf. Jn 14:26; 1 Co 2:12-13
b. So aswe contemplate upon the Word, we are able to behold the glory of the Lord by
virtue of what the Spirit has done!
2. Indeed, thismay explain what Paul meant in saying “Now the Lord isthe Spirit...” - 2 Co
3:17
a. Inverse 16, he had said “...when one turnsto the Lord, the vell istaken away”
b. But how can one“turnto the Lord” today?
1) Only through the Spirit Whom the Lord Jesus sent to continue His work
2) Paul had dready spoken of “the new covenant...of the Spirit” which “giveslife’
-2Co36
a) Onefinds“liberty” (from sn, the Old Law, degth) where “the Spirit of the
Lord” isfound - 2 Co 3:17
b) Foritisthe new covenant of the Spirit that offers such things
c. Inthiscontext, the Spirit istherefore “the Lord” (verse 17) before Whom we must
gtand with “unveiled face” in order to be transformed
d. Of course, the“minigers’ of this*new covenant...of the Spirit” were the gpostles and
inspired writers of the New Testament - 2 Co 3:5-6
1) Thuswhen we turn to their writings, we are turning to the Spirit!
2) And when we turn to the Spirit, we are turning to the Lord!
3) And when we turn to the Lord, we can behold Him in dl His Glory!
4) And when we behold His glory, we are gradualy changed “into the same image
from glory to glory”!
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CONCLUSION

1. InCo03:9-11 wearetold...

“Do not lieto one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,
and have put on the new man who isrenewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him, wherethere is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ
isall andin all.”

2. Thisverse by Paul isyet another reminder thet the Chridtian lifeis one thet involves a
transformation...
a. Inwhich we are being “renewed”
b. And that the object of our “renewd” isto become like Jesus Christ!

3. From our study, | hope that we been impressed with the importance of “beholding” the glory of the
Lord if we wish to be transformed
a. The Chrigian life must include contemplation and meditation upon the glory of the Lord as
reveded by the Spirit through the apostles and writers of the New Testament
b. We cannot be trandformed by infrequent and casud glimpses of the Lord’ s glory!

Areyou“ beholding...the glory of the Lord” ? Do you take the time to contemplate upon the glory
of our Lord as revealed by the Spirit of God in the Holy Scriptures? Consider what time you spend in
studying the Bible as you seek to answer these questions...
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We Do Not Lose Heart
2 Corinthians 4:1

INTRODUCTION

1.

Twice in the chapter in which our text is found Paul makes the statement “ we do not lose heart”
-2Co4:1,16
a. The phrase“lose heart” meansto “be discouraged”
b. If anyone ought to have been discouraged as a Chrigtian, it should have been Paul
1) Consder some of the things he suffered - cf. 2 Co 11:23-29
2) And yet note what he saysin2 Co 4:8-9
-- l.e, Paul says“wedo not lose heart”!

However, it is not uncommon for Christians today to “lose heart” or to become discouraged

a. Thisisboth strange and sad

b. Strange, because we do not experience near the hardships Paul did

c. Sad, because as Paul wrotein Ga 6:9b, “...in due season we shall reap if we do not lose
heart.”

In thislesson, | want us to examine various aspects of “losing heart”...
a. Weghdl consder some signs of losing heart

b. Andidentify reasons people lose heart

c. Andthenidentify Paul’s secret to not losng heart

SIGNSOF “LOSING HEART”

A. LACK OF PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER (NOT SO VISIBLE TO OTHERS)...
1. Chrigt equated fervent prayer with not losing heart - cf. Lk 18:1
2. Mog often, the first Sgn of losing heart is being haphazard in our prayer life
3. Incontrast, astrong Chrigtian life is characterized by fervent prayer
a. “With dl prayer and petition pray at dl times” - Ep 6:18
b. “Devote yoursavesto prayer, keeping dert init.” - Co 4:2
c. “Pray without ceasing.” -1 Th 5:17
d. “l wantthemeninevery placetopray” -1 Ti 2:8

B. GROWING WEARY IN DOING GOOD (VISIBLE TO OTHERS)...
1. Paul equated thiswith losing heartin Ga 6:9
2. Some examples of growing weary in doing good...
a. Neglecting opportunitiesto help othersin need - Ga 6:10
1) Such asvisting the Sck and afflicted
2) Such astdling others of the gospd of Chrigt
b. Forsaking the assembling of oursalves together - He 10:24-25
1) Whichinitsdf is designed to encourage others
2) And encourage oursaves as well!
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[Both of these are clear symptoms that oneislosing heart. But when there is peace to befound in
prayer and joy to be found in doing good, what would cause some people to be discouraged and “lose
heart”...7]

II. REASONS SOME “LOSE HEART”

A. ONE ANSWER: TRIBULATIONS...!
1. Thisisdludedtoin Paul’sremarksto the Ephesians- Ep 3:13
a. Hewas concerned that they not lose heart over HIS tribulations
b. If such was possble over histroubles, how much more over their own!
2. Jesuswarned in His parable of “The Sower” that some would be affected thisway
- Mt 13:20-21
3. Tribulations can take different forms
a. Both Paul and Christ had reference to those peculiar to Christians
1) Ridicule, ostracism, even physica abuse by those of the world
2) Sometimes even from those we least expect it...brethren who sn againg us
--  Many Chridians have “lost heart” being discouraged in these way's
b. But there are d o tribulations common to al men
1) Sicknessand desth
2) Frugraionsat job and home
-- Thesedso takether toll

B. ANOTHER REASON: LAWLESSNESS...
1. Jesussadthiswould happenin Mt 24:12
2. “Lawlessness’ islack of respect for God in both:
a. Attitude (toward God' s word)
b. Obedience (in doing God' swill)
3. Such“lawlessness’ isinfectious
a. For when many people demonstrate alack of respect for God' s Will ...
b. ..itdiscouragesthe faithful and even encourages them to unfaithfulness - cf. 1 Co 15:33
4. | suspect that today ...
a. More Chrigians are “losing heart” because of lawlessness rather than tribulations
b. Becausein our country...
1) Most severe forms of tribulations are forbidden
2) The mogt severe forms of lawlessness are practiced and even encouraged!

[Yet Paul stands before us as an example of one who despite the worgt of tribulations, and living in the
most lawless of cultures could till say “we do not lose heart”! What was Paul’ s secret? For the
answer we must look at the context in which his statement isfound...]

[11.SECRETSTO NOT “LOSING HEART”

A. APPRECIATE THE GLORIOUSNATURE OF OUR MINISTRY ...
1. Paul refersto the rdaionship of this ministry and not losing heartin2 Co 4.1
2. “Therefore’ refersto the previous chapter, in which Paul contrasted the New Covenant with
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theOIld - 2 Co 3:5-18
3. Comparethe Old with the New...

The OLD Covenant The NEW Covenant
a. Of theletter VS. Of the Spirit (6)
b. Kills VS. Giveslife (6)
c. Glorious VS. More glorious (7-11)
d. Minigtry of condemnation VS. Minigry of righteousness (9)
e. Minigry passing avay VS, Minigry which remains (11)
f.  Minidry with avel VS. Minigry which isunveled (12-17)
g. Minigry which hardens hearts  vs. Minigtry which givesliberty (14-17)
h. Transformed one VS. Trandormsdl (3:18)

4. Theglory of the New is seen to be even grester when we remember what is said about the
vaue of the Old! - cf. Psa 19:7-11
a If thisistruewith what David hed in his day (only part of the OT)...
b. ...then consder what must be true when we have the completed OT and NT!

5. Itisinview of such awonderful minigtry that prompted Paul to say “since we have this
ministry, as we have mercy, we do not lose heart.”

-- Dowereally appreciate the nature of the ministry we havein Christ? It would help
usnot to “lose heart”!

B. REALIZE THE POWER OF CHRIST WHEN WE ARE WEAK...

1. Paul isreferring to this when he makes the gatement againin 2 Co 4:16

2. Aswe have seen, Paul suffered greetly for Christ - cf. 2 Co 4:8-9

3. But he saw it as opportunities for God's power through Chrigt to be shown - cf. 2 Co 4.7,
10-11

4. Thiswasalesson Chrig taught Paul, when he struggled over his“thorn in the flesh” - cf.
2Co012:7-10
a. When we are wesk, that is an opportunity to depend upon the Lord for strength!
b. Soinfirmities and tribulations can be occasons to rgoice, not despair!

-- Havewelearned thislesson? It would help usnot to “lose heart”!

C. LOOK AT THINGSNOT SEEN...
1. Thisiswhat renewed Paul inwardly day by day (i.e., enabled him not to “lose heart”)
-2Co04:16-18
2. Things“not seen” refer to:
a. The“far more exceeding and eternd weight of glory”
b. Which makes our affliction...
1) Light
2) Momentary, temporary
c. This"glory” isfurther describedin 2 Co 5:1-5
3. Looking at things “unseen” renewed Paul daily!
-- Dowelet such ahopeof glory renew us? Or do we lose heart because we never
takethetime to dwell an such things?

CONCLUSION
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1. Inclosing, read with mewhat Paul wrote to the Gaatians...

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap.”

“For hewho sows to hisflesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if
we do not lose heart.
(Ga6:7-9)

2. Hopefully, we will not grow weary and “lose heart” in our service to the Lord
a. Butif you ever find oursdves growing weary...
b. Review what Paul wrotein 2 Co 3-5, where you will find the secrets to not “losing heart”

We spoke briefly of the glorious nature of the ministry we havein Chrigt, aminigry of in which we all
can be transfor med. Have you begun this “transformation” process with your obedience to the gospel
of Chrigt?... - cf. 2 Co 5:17; Ga 3:26-27
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The Ministry Of Reconciliation
2 Corinthians 5:18-21

INTRODUCTION

1. Animportant concept fundamentd to the gospd of Christ isthat of “reconciliation”

2. In2 Co5:18-21, Paul expounds upon this subject...
a. Hediscusses how thereis some sort of reconciliation between God and man
b. Hedescribesthe role he played in what he calsthe “ministry” of reconciliation

3. Thereare acouple of questions | would like to address in thislesson...
a. Exactly what isthe nature of the reconciliation between God and man?
b. What roles might we play in the gospe of Chrig in the “minigiry of reconciliation”?

[1t isimportant that we first properly understand the meaning of “reconciliation” and its concept as it
relates to God and man...]

|. THE PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION

A. DEFINING RECONCILIATION...

1.

Vine s definition of theword “ reconcile” (Grk., katallasso)...

a. "It properly denotes to change, exchange (esp. of money)”

b. “Hence, of persons, to change from enmity to friendship, to reconcil€e’

He goesonto add: “With regard to the relationship between God and man, the use of this

and connected words show that primarily reconciliation iswhat God (emphasis mine, mac)

accomplishes...”

a. l.e,thereisenmity between God and man (because of man’sdn, cf. Isa 59:1-2)

b. Yetthegospe proclamshow GOD has taken the initiative to reconcile man back to
Himsdf

We should note this fine digtinction:

a. God is not reconciled to man, as though God were partly to blame for the enmity

b. Rather, manisreconciled to God, for it is man who moved away from God!

Thus the reconciliaion between man and God is dightly different, though the difference is

important!

a.  When people need to be reconciled to one another, it normaly involves aStuation
where fault lies on both sdes to some degree

b. Not so with the case between man and God; man has moved away from God, and
it is man who needs to be reconciled back to God, not God back to man!

B. HOW RECONCILIATION ISMADE POSSIBLE...

1.
2.

It is possible because of the initiatives that God took firgt!
It is possible through Jesus Chrigt, in particular by His death for our and
a. Note these verses that teach reconciliation comes through Jesus- 2 Co 5:18; Co 1:
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19-20a
b. Note these versesthat teach reconciliation comes through Jesus death on the cross
-2C05:19,21; R0 5:10; Co 1:20b-22
c. Inother words...
1) God took Christ, who knew no sin, to represent our sin and to receive the
punishment due for Sin in His desth on the cross
2) Sothat we, who were enemies, dienated from God by our sins, might be reconciled
back to God!
3) And through Chrig’ s degth:
a) We might become the righteousness of God in Him -2 Co 5:21a
b) We might be holy, blamdess and irreproachable in His sght, because our
trespasses are not imputed to us- Co 1:22; 2 Co 5:19; cf. Ro 4:6-8
Indeed, reconciliation is possible because God has offered Jesus as a*“ propitiation” for
our sng
a. Theword “propitiation” describes a sacrifice that is designed to appease for Sns
b. It was used to describe those sacrifices that Gentiles offered to their gods
c. ButintheNT, itis God who offersthe “propitiation”, not man!
1) Cf.1Jn2:1-2; 4:10
2) Thisillugrates the greet love God has for us, and how far He has gone in trying to
reconcile man back to Himsdf!

[It iswhen we understand the meaning and process of “reconciliaion” (along with “propitiation”) that
we begin to gppreciate the wonderful extent of God' s grace and His love for mankind. But God went
beyond just sending His Son to die on the cross as a propitiation designed to reconcile man back to
God; He has aso developed...]

II. THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION

A. GOD SENT “AMBASSADORS’ ...

1.

Note that Paul says God:

a. “..hasgivento usthe minigry of reconciliation” - 2 Co 5:18b

b. *“...has committed to us the word of reconciliation” - 2 Co 5:19b

-- Thereisaminigtry (service) in which the word of reconciliation is to be made known to
others!

The gpodtlesin particular had this“minigry”...

a. Theword gpostle means “ one sent”

b. Inaspecid way they were sent to serve as Chrigt’s “ambassadors’ to the world!
-2Co05:20

Therefore, through the gpostles...through their word...

a. Godispleading with us...

b. Chrigisimploring us...

...bereconciled to God! -2 Co 5:20

Thus God’s great loveismanifest in the fact that He also sent ambassadorsto tell

theworld what He has done to reconcile man back to Himsalf

B. HISY*AMBASSADORS’ TODAY ...
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1. The“minigtry of reconciliation” continues today!
a. For people are dill logt intheir Sns
b. And God 4till lovesthose who are lost
2. But who are God' s “ambassadors’ today?
a.  Who will take the “word of reconciliation” to others?
b. Who aong with God and Christ will plead and implore: “Be reconciled to God!”?
3. Whilethere may not be “forma” ambassadors like the apostles were, Chrigt ill has His
ambassadors:
a. The people of God, who proclam His praises - cf. 1 Pe 2:9-10
b. Fathful individuas, who properly taught can teech others- cf. 2 Ti 2:2
c. Infact, al Chrigians should beinvolved in “the minigtry of reconciliation’!
1) Somemay “go’, while others may “send” - cf. Ro 10:14-15
2) Some may “teach”, while others may “invite’ - cf. Jn 1:45-46
-- In whatever way we serve, we must remember that we play an important rolein
God’s ministry of reconciliation today!

CONCLUSION

1. How important is“reconciliation” and “the ministry of reconciliation” ?
a. If Godis“pleading” and Chrig is“imploring”, then it must be very important!
b. Indeed, the eternd destiny of one’'s soul depends upon whether he or she has been
reconciled to God!

2. Doesthis not move us?
a. Firg to be reconciled ourselves?
b. And then to participate in the ministry of reconciliation for the sake of others?

3. Afind thought: Thefact that God “pleads’ and Christ “implores’ usto be reconciled tell us some
things that are very important for usto redize...
a. Recondiliation is not unconditiona (we must respond!)
b. Recondiliation isnot universa (some will belost!)

Indeed, the grace and mercy of God offered in the death of His Son must not bereceived invain! As
Paul goes on to say:

“We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the
graceof God in vain.” (2 Co 6:1)

Only through an obedient faith can we be sure to receive God' s grace, and have Jesus as the author of
our eternd salvation! - cf. He 5:9 Have you been reconciled to God?
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Hearts Wide Open
2 Corinthians 6:11-13

INTRODUCTION

1. Theapostle Paul was aman who loved his brethren...
a. Heloved hiscoworkers - 2 Ti 1:2; Phile 1-2
b. Heloved the congregations he worked with - 2 Co 11:28
-- Because of hislove, he waswilling to give of himself and become closeto them - eg.,
1Th 2:7-12; 2 Co 12:14-15

2. Thepassagein 2 Co 12:15 indicates that sometimes Paul’ s affection was one-sided; he elaborated
onthisin2 Co 6:11-13...
a. Paul’sheart was “wide open” towards the Corinthians - 11
b. But ther love for him was “redtricted” - 12
c. Hisexhortation, therefore, was “be open”! - 13

3. Inour study, | would liketo...
a. Offer reesons why we dl need to have “ Hearts Wide Open”
b. Explanwhy some may have “redtricted hearts’
c. Suggest how we can be sure to have our “ Hearts Wide Open”

[Let' sfird examine...]

. WHY WE NEED “HEARTSWIDE OPEN”"

A. BROTHERLY LOVE ISA MARK OF TRUE DISCIPLESHIP...
1. Notewhat Jesus said about brethren loving one another in Jn 13:34-35
2. Suchlovewould be avisble sign by which the world would know Chridt’ s true disciples
3. Peoplewith “redtricted hearts’ would have a difficult time digplaying avisble love!

B. BROTHERLY LOVE ISAN INDICATION OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH...
1. Peter ligs brotherly kindness (and love) among those graces involved in growing in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ - 2 Pe 1:5-8
2. Whereas having a“redricted heart” is an indication of:
a.  Spiritud immaturity - cf. 2 Co 6:13
b. Spiritud alments (shortsghted, even to blindness) - 2 Pe 1:9

C. BROTHERLY LOVE ISAN ASSURANCE OF OUR SALVATION...
1. Itisoneway that we know we have passed from death to live- 1 Jn 3:16-19
2. Theonewho truly lovesis onewho isborn of God - 1 Jn 4:7-8
3. Having “redtricted hearts’ would not be very reassuring in light of such verses

[Notice 2 Pe 1:10-11...If we want assurance, if we want to convince the world, we need to have
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“HeartsWide Open”! Now let’s consder some reasons...]

1. WHY SOME HAVE “RESTRICTED HEARTS’

A.

IT MIGHT BE DUE TO “IGNORANCE" ...
1. Some Chrigtians may not have been give proper “follow-up”
2. Their follow-up may have been “unba anced”
a. With an emphasis upon the externd's
b. Totheneglect of theinternds
3. Thiscannot be our excuse any longer - 1 Jn 4:20-21

. ITMIGHT BE THE RESULT OF “SPIRITUAL AMNES A”...

1. AsPeterindicatedin 2 Pe 1:9

2. Which occurs when we...
a. Forget God'slovefor usin purging usfrom our Sns- 2 Pe 1.9
b. Do not apply “dl diligence’ - 2 Pe 1:5,10

3. With the passng of time, we may smply forget how important loveisin the mind of God
-cf.1Co013:13

IT MIGHT BE WE HAVE “SKELETONSIN THE CLOSET" ...
1. Some people refuse to get close to others for fear some hidden secret may became known
2. If we have such “ skeletonsin the closet”, we had better get rid of them!
a. For they will eventudly become known - cf. Num 32:23
b. 1t may be now or later, but eventudly it will comeout - cf. 1 Ti 4:24
3. With skeletons removed, we won't mind how well people know us
a. Besdes, no oneis perfect, and we can use the help brethren can give - Ga 6:1-2
b. Of course, thisrequires that brethren be trustworthy and not gossip!

IT MIGHT BE WE HAVE A “FEAR OF GETTING HURT"...

1. Loving doesinvolve the “risk of regection”

2. Paul experienced rgection, not only a Corinth, but lso a Rome-2 Ti 4:16

3. Butthejoy of true felowship and love can more than make up for the few times some may
regject us
a. The gpostle John had experienced both love and rgjection -cf. 3 Jn 1-4,9-11
b. Butif he had never taken therisk of running into a*“Diotrophes’, he would have never

found a“Galus’!

IT MIGHT BE THAT “TRUE CONVERSION HASNOT TAKEN PLACE”...
1. Asindicated before, brotherly love is an assurance of salvation; smilarly, it isan indication
of true converson! - cf. 1 Jn 3:14-15
2. Unfortunately, some people smply go through the “form” of conversion
a. Conforming, not converted
b. Out of convenience, not conviction
-- When this happens, thereisno “life’ to begin with!
3. Thosewith “redricted hearts’ might need to examine themsdlves
a. A processthat dl Christians should undergo periodicaly - 2 Co 13:5
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b. Whilethere are reasons why true Christians may not love as they should (see above),
we can't discount the possihility that the problem may be more serioud

[Whatever the reason, there isreally no excuse for having “redtricted hearts’. What can be done to
“open wide’ our hearts? Here are some.. ]

11.SUGGESTIONS FOR HAVING “HEARTSWIDE OPEN”

A. LET GOD'SLOVE TEACH YOU...
1. Thisiswha enabled the Thessdoniansto excd inlove-1Th 4.9
2. Sotaketo contemplate upon God's love for you!
a. Asmanifested through the blessings He has bestowed upon you
b. Especidly the blessng of being Hischild! -1Jn 3:1
c. And the blessing of Jesus as our propitiation - 1 Jn 4:9-10
3. Thiswill hep mativate usto loveasweought - 1 Jn 4:11

B. NEVER BE CONTENT WITH THE PRESENT STATE OF YOUR LOVE...
1. Paul did not let the Thessalonians rest on their laurels- cf. 1 Th 4:10
2. Thekey ideaisto “increase more and more’; or as Peter would say, “abound” -2 Pe 1:8
3. Sowe need to look for more people and more ways to express our love

C. LOVETAKESTIME, SO TAKETIME TO LOVE...
1. Take advantage of opportunities to be with brethren
a. l.e, accept invitations
b. E.g., to people shomes, potlucks, church services, gospel mestings, etc.
2. Make opportunities to be with brethren
a. l.e, offer invitations
b. E.g., practice hospitality - 1 Pe 4:8-9

CONCLUSION

1. What isthe condition of our hearts?

a. Arethey “restricted” , suffering from “spiritual hardening of the arteries’?
1) Wherethelove of God is hindered from fredly flowing?
2) By the“plagues’ of ignorance, sdfishness, hypocrisy?

b. Or arethey “wide open” ?
1) Where God'slove flowsfredy
2) Nourishing nat only our own lives, but the lives of those around ud

-- May weall be“taught of God” to have “Hearts Wide Open”!

2. For those who may not yet be Chrigtians...
a. Congder God'slove for you, which is wide open in Jesus Christ - Jn 3:16
b. Why not open wide your love for God...by kegping His commandments? - cf. 1 Jn 5:3;
Jn 14:15
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True Repentance
2 Corinthians 7:9-11

INTRODUCTION

1. A prominent theme in the preaching of the Gospd isthe cal to repent...
a. Jesuswanted it to be preached in His nameto al nations - Lk 24:46-47
b. Peter proclaimed the cal to repent in hisfirst two sermons - Ac 2:36-38; 3:19
c. Paul spoke of repentance to philosophers and kings - Ac 17:30-31; 26:19-20

2. However, the call to repentance is often neglected in modern day preaching...
a. By somewho preach “faith only”
b. By somewho in reaction stress * baptism”

3. One cannot truly preach the gospel of Christ without the call to repent; and yet...
a. What is repentance?
b. How isit produced?
c. What are some indications that repentance has occurred?

Mark A. Copeland

[Perhaps the most eaborate discussion on repentance isfound in 2 Co 7:9-11, which serves as the text

for this lesson entitled “ True Repentance”. Let’sbegin by...]

|. DEFINING “TRUE REPENTANCE”

A. SOME MISCONCEPTIONS OF REPENTANCE...
1. That repentanceis “sorrow”
a. 2 Co 7:9-10 showsthat repentanceis an outcome of sorrow
b. Sorrow leads to repentance; sorrow itself is not repentance
2. That repentanceis“achanged life’
a. Some understand that repentance is a converted life

b. But Ac 3:19 shows that repentance and conversion are two separate things

1) Peter says " Repent therefore and be converted’

2) If repentance isthe same as conversion, then Peter is being redundant

c. Aswedhdl see the order isactudly this
1) First, sorrow
2) Then, repentance
3) Fndly, achanged life

B. A PROPER DEFINITION OF REPENTANCE...
1. W.E Vingsdéfinition ...
a. “changeof mind’
b. “involves both aturning from sn and aturning to God”

2. Sothink of repentance as smply “achange of mind” in which we decide to “turn from sn

and turn to God”
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a. Whichis preceded by sorrow
b. Andisfollowed by achanged life

[Repentance is therefore a decison of the mind in which one decides to change their life; but what
prompts one to make such decison?|

II. PRODUCING “TRUE REPENTANCE”

A. ITIS*GODLY SORROW” THAT PRODUCESREPENTANCE...

1.

2.

3.

Thiswe glean from our text (2 Co 7:9-10); but note carefully:
a. Itisnot smply “sorrow”, but sorrow that is*“godly”
b. For thereisasorrow that is “of the world”
Note the difference between “godly sorrow” and “worldly sorrow”....
a “Worldly sorrow” isaselfish kind of sorrow
1) E.g., when oneis sorry because HE got caught
2) E.g., when oneis sorry because what one did made HIM look bad
-- In“worldly sorrow”, one is more concerned about SELF!
b. “Godly sorrow” is sorrow directed toward God (“godly” islit. *according to God”)
1) l.e, oneissorry because their actions are sns againgt aHoly God -cf. Psa 51:4
2) Also, oneissorry for the price GOD must pay to have our sins removed
-- In“godly sorrow”, one is more concerned with GOD than sdif!
Some more differences...
a “Worldly sorrow” produces regret; “godly sorrow” sufferslossin nothing
b. “Worldly sorrow” produces death; “godly sorrow” produces repentance to salvation
If “godly sorrow” leads to repentance, how best to produce this “godly sorrow” in others?

B. PRODUCING “GODLY SORROW” THAT LEADSTO REPENTANCE...

1.

Nathan'srebuke to David in 2 Sam 12:7-12 provides someinsght ...

a. Hemade an apped to God'slove (7-8)

b. Herevededthesn (9)

c. Hewarned of the consequences (10-12)

The Gospdl of Christ, when properly taught, is designed to so produce “godly sorrow”, and
in turn, repentance...

a. It appealsto God'slove asabasisfor repentance - Ro 2:4

b. Itrevedsour Sn-Ro 3:23

c. Itwarnsof the consequences- Ro 2:5-11

Our best hope for producing repentance in others that leads to salvation is proclam the
gospd inits entirety

a.  Not just the“commands’ (believe, repent, be baptized)

b. Nor just the “promises’ (remisson of Sns, eternd life, gift of the Holy Spirit)

b. Butdsothe“facts’ (man'sdn, God'slove, the coming judgment)

[I1f people are not responding to the “commands’ of the gospd, perhaps we need to consder
whether we are providing proper emphasisto the “facts’ of the gospel. Findly, consder the.. ]

[11.INDICATIONS OF “TRUE REPENTANCE”
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A. OUR TEXT (2CO 7:11) MENTIONS SEVERAL ...
1. “diligence’ (KJV, carefulness)
a. Thiscan be defined as “earnestness, zedl, sometimes with haste accompanying it”
b. Il.e, being quick to do what isright!
c. Examplesof conversonin ACTS demondrate this diligencein that every case
described in detall shows people obeying the gospel after just one lesson!
2. “clearing of yourselves’
a. Todear oneéssf of blame
b. E.g. quick to stop doing what iswrong, if such isthe case
c. E.g., quick to respond to the offer of forgiveness when one redizes their guilt
3. “indignation”
a. Thisinvolvesa sort of anger, or mord outrage
b. l.e, toward the SIN which required the repentance
4. “fear”
a. Les the sin should be repeated
b. Les thesn should not be entirdy removed
5. “vehement desire”
a l.e,afervent wish
b. Especidly to beright in God' s eyes
6. “zeal”
a. Thisinvolves an “eagerness and ardent interest in pursuit of something”
b. Inthiscase, to turn from sin and turn to God
7. “vindication” (KJV, revenge)
a. AstheNIV putsit, “what readiness to see justice done”’
b. l.e,todotheright thing!

B. SUCH ARE THE “SIGNS’ OF TRUE REPENTANCE...
1. Not gpathy, not halfhearted service
2. But adesreto do “works befitting repentance” - Ac 26:20

CONCLUSION

1. Isthisindicativeof our repentance?
a. Canwelook a our lives and see Sgnsthat we have redly had *a change of mind”
b. That we have truly made “adecison to turn from sin and to turn to God”?
1) If we have not yet obeyed the gospd ...we have not repented!
2) If we have become dack in our service...we arein need of repentance!

2. If o, then we arein need of a healthy dose of “godly sorrow”, brought about by redizing...
a. God'slovefor us
b. Thefact we haved! snned
c. And the consequencesif we do not repent!

May the love of God and the redlity of the coming judgment move usdl to “True Repentance’! The
blessings for those who do repent are wonderful... - cf. Ac 2:38-39; 3:19
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Giving Par Excellence
2 Corinthians 8:1-7

INTRODUCTION

1. Animportant dement of Chrigian serviceisthat of “giving’...
a. Following the NT pattern of taking up acollection, we lay by in store on the first day of the
week - 1 Co 16:1-2
b. With such benevolence we seek to provide for needy saints, and support the work of the
church

2. What isthe best way to motivate Chrisiansto give liberdly?
a. Many often gpped to OT examples of giving
b. E.g., thelsradlites and how they were expected to tithe
c. Theargument goes something like this
1) God required the Isradites to give atithe (ten percent)
2) Inthe New Covenant we enjoy greater blessings than those under the Old Covenant
3) Soour giving should be at least ten percent if not greeter

3. Yet the gpostle Paul, seeking to inspire the Corinthians to abound in the grace of giving, used the
example of the churches of Macedonia- 2 Co 8:1-7

4. Shouldn’'t we do the same?
a.  Why use an example where people gave out of compulsion (as wasthe case in the OT practice
of tithing)...
b. ..when our giving isto be afreewill offering?- cf. 2 Co 8:12; 9:7
-- Indeed, | believe the Macedonians provide amuch better role model when it comes to Christian
liberdity!

[With that in mind, let’s take a closer look at the churches at Macedoniawho are set before us as
examplesof “ Giving Par Excellence’...]

. WHO WERE THE CHURCHES OF MACEDONIA?

A. THE CHURCH AT PHILIPPI...
1. Weread of itsbeginning in Acts 16:11-40
a.  With the converson of Lydia and her household
1) Note her hospitdity - Ac 16:15
2) Wasthisan indication of things to come?
b. And the converson of the Philippian Jaillor and his family
1) Hetoo showed hospitdity - Ac 16:34
2) Another example which may help usto gppreciate what we learn later on
c. Paul then had to leave abruptly because of the persecution - Ac 16:39-40
2. The epidleto the Philippians was written to them, in which we learn...
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a. They hdped Paul throughout his minisry - Ph 1:3-5; 4:10,14-18

b.

They had continued to suffer for Christ - Ph 1:27-30

B. THE CHURCH AT THESSALONICA...
1. Weread of itsbeginningin Ac 17:1-10
a. Many were converted - Ac 17:4

b.
C.

Persecution against them soon arose - Ac 17:5-9
Requiring Paul to leave suddenly - Ac 17:10

2. Theepidlesto the Thessaonians were written to this church
a. They too had continued to have trouble-1 Th 2:14; 2 Th 1:4-5

b.

They excdled in the matter of brotherly love-1Th 4:9-10

[With this background on the churches of Macedonia, we should not be surprised that they are
presented as a case of “ Giving Par Excellence’. Aswe return to our text (2 Co 8:1-7), let’sseek to
answer the following question...]

II. WHAT CHARACTERIZED THEIR GIVING?

A. THEY GAVE “SACRIFICIALLY” -2C08:2-3a
1. We have seen that they werein the midst of grest affliction (2)
2. They were experiencing poverty themselves (2)
3. Yet they gave “beyond their ability” (3a)
4. Thisthey were not expected to do - cf. 2 Co 8:12-13

B. THEY GAVE “JOYFULLY” -2Co08:2
1. Somehow they had discovered “the joy of giving”
2. Perhapsthey took to heart the teaching of ...

a

b.

The Lord rdating to the blessedness of giving - Ac 20:35
James to the vaue of persecution - Ja 1:2-4

3. Inany cas thisisthe kind of giving that God loves- 2 Co 9:7

C. THEY GAVE “VOLUNTARILY” -2Co08:3
1. They were“fredy willing”
2. Thisisthekind of giving God requires today ...

a

b.

C.

d.

e.

We can not command people to give againg their will - cf. 2 Co 8:8

We can only command how it is to be done to help needy saints abroad
-cf.1Co 16:1-4

Giving must come from “awilling mind” - 2 Co 8:12

Giving must never be done “begrudgingly” or because you “haveto’ -2 Co 9:7
Otherwise, you might aswell not give a al

D. THEY GAVE “PERSISTENTLY” -2Co084
1. AsPaul says, “imploring us with much urgency”
2. They wouldn’t take “no” for an answer (or for an easy way out!)
3. With the Philippians, we know their giving to Paul perssted throughout his life

Sermons From Second Corinthians 28



Mark A. Copeland

E. THEY GAVE“THEMSELVES’ -2Co08:5

1. Perhapsthisexplains how they were able to give asthey did!

2. They gave themsdves “firg to the Lord’
a. When aperson does this, they do not worry about “the cost of giving”
b. For they have the promise of Jesusin Mt 6:25-34

3. Having given themsalvesfirg to the Lord, it isonly naturd that they would give “then to us
(others)”
a. For suchisamark of true discipleship - cf. Jn 13:34-35
b. Anditisamark of truelovefor God - cf. 1Jn 4:20-21

CONCLUSION

1. Wha aexampleto motivate usin the art of giving!

2. Here are churches that were not expected to give because of their own poverty
a. Yetthey gave
1) Sacificdly
2) Joyfully
3) Vountaily
4) Perdgently
5) Themsdves
b. They gave
1) To support preachersin the spread of the gospd
2) To hdp needy Chrigiansin aforeign land
3) To hdp anold preacher in histime of need

3. Thear exampleis much better than the “tithing” in the OT!
a. And there are others we could have referred to:  Jerusaem, Antioch, etc.
b. Of course, the supreme exampleisthat of Jesus Chrigt - cf. 2 Co 8:9

4. Brethren, what kind of givers are we?
a. Thosewho give out of compulson, with agrudging obligetion?
b. Or those who like the Macedonians “begged” for the opportunity to help?
-- May the churches of Macedonia serveto remind us of what isinvolved in * Giving Par
Excellence’!

Findly, have you thought about what kind of recipient you are? Christ became poor that we might be
rich (2 Co 8:9). Have you accepted His gracious offer properly, or has it been offered in vain...

“We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the
grace of God in vain. For He says: “1n an acceptabletime | have heard you,
And in the day of salvation | have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now isthe day of salvation.” (2 Co 6:1-2)

Let the Jaws on the Day of Pentecost be your example of “recelving par excellence’ as how one ought
to receive the grace of God today! - cf. Ac 2:36-41
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Becoming A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 9:6-15

INTRODUCTION

1. IntheNT, Jesus and His apostles call usto a high standard of giving...
a. Theteaching of Jesus- Lk 6:30,34-36; 14:12-14
b. Theexample of Paul - Ac 20:33-35; Ga 2:9-10
c. Theteaching of Paul - Ga 6:9-10; Ep 4:28; 1 Ti 6:17-19

2. TheNT isdso filled with notable examples of liberd giving...
a.  Churchesin Jerusdem, Antioch, Macedonia, €c.
b. Individuaslike Barnabas, Dorcas, €tc.

3. Today, however, it is common for people to give sparingly, and even then, it is often
begrudgingly...
a. But Jesussad it ismore blessed to give than to receive - Ac 20:35
b. l.e, giving can be ajoyful experience, even when oneis poor himsdf - cf. 2 Co 8:1-5

4. Wha isthe secret to giving joyfully and willingly? 1.e., how can we truly become cheer ful givers?
a. In2Co 9:6-15 Paul discusses the matter of giving to help needy Chridtians
b. Inthis passage, we find severd principles and truths which, when kept in mind, can help
us become cheerful givers

[Thefirg principle to remember is...]

|. GOD LOVESA CHEERFUL GIVER (2Co09:7)

A. SINCE THISISTRUE...
1. A “chearful giver” can rest assured that God will watch over him and provide for hisown
needs!
2. Note how God cares for the one who givesto others...
a. AsDavidtaughtin Psa 41:1-3
b. Asthe LORD spokethrough Isaiahin I sa 58:6-11

B. SINCE THISISTRUE...
1. Onewho givesin sarvice to God need not worry - cf. Mt 6:30-33
2. For “God loves acheerful giver”, and watches over those He loves! - cf. Lk 12:6-7

[Understanding this principle should certainly encourage us to give more cheerfully! Hereis another
principle to keep in mind...]

Il. GOD PROVIDES SEED FOR THE SOWER (2 C09:6,8-11a)
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A. VERSE 6 ISOFTEN MISUSED...
1. By thosewho teach “the gospd of hedth and wedth”
2. Who seek to motivate people to give (sow) more by saying this passage teaches they will
receive (reap) more
3. Implying that if you give more so you can have more for your own consumption!

B. BUT THE CONTEXT TEACHESOTHERWISE...
1. What'sthe purpose of regping “bountifully”?
a. Look carefully a verse8...

1) Tohavedl sufficiency (what you need), yes...

2) But then to “have an abundance for every good work™!

-- l.e, not to spend the abundance on one's saf, but to help otherd!

Now consider verse 9...

1) Thisisquotation from Psa 112:9; yet note the context - Psa 112:5-9

2) Paul usesthisverseto further confirm that the abundance would be for every good
work (not self-consumption)!

2. Andsoinversesl10and 11...
a. Paul praysthat God will supply and multiply the seed sown

b.

1) Supply the seed to sow to begin with

2) And multiply (reap bountifully) the seed

Why?

1) Toincreasethe fruits of ther righteousness (to increase their good worksl)

2) Tobeenrichedineverything “for all liberality” (so they can give even moreto
othersl)

C. HERE ISTHE POINT...
1. We ought to be willing to give chearfully...
a. Becausethe morewegive...

b.

...the more God will enable usto give!

2. Now bear in mind that giving is not limited to money

a
b.

It may be that God may empower usto give, not financidly, but in other ways
Such aswith our taents, time, etc.

3. But the point remains the same...
a.  Themore we give ourselves to others in the service of God

b.

The more He will bless us to be even more ussful!

[Indeed, the ability to give (because we have been materialy blessed) is a gift from God, one that should
be used liberdly (Ro 12:6-8). Knowing that those who give liberaly will be blessed to give even more
should help us become “ cheerful givers’! Hereis something dse that ought to encourage us...]

I11.GIVING PRODUCES THANKSGIVING & GLORY TO GOD (2 Co 9:11b-15)

A. OFFERED BY THOSE WHOSE NEEDS ARE BEING MET...
1. Not only thanking God, that their own needs were supplied
2. But dso glorifying God, because of His grace a work in the lives of the givers
a. Notethat cheerful giving isan indication the grace of God has been active in one'slife
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b. Thisispoint stressed by Paul repeatedly - cf. 2 Co 9:8,14; 8:1-2,6-7
--  Thusthe people we help will be moved to thank God and praise Him for His
working in our lives!

B. SHOULDN'T THISHELPUSTO GIVE MORE CHEERFULLY?
1. For wha discipleis there who does not want to give glory and thanksgiving to God?
2. Likeany good work, we can bring glory to God by our giving! - cf. Mt 5:16
[Ancther thing to remember in order to be a*“chearful giver” isthat...]

V. GIVING INCREASESAFFECTION (2 Co09:14)

A. ESPECIALLY WHEN GIVING TO HELP YOUR BRETHREN...
1. They understand that your giving isasign of God's grace in you
2. And this causes them to love you and long for you even more
3. Asacasein point, consgder Paul and the Philippians - Ph 1:3-13

B. IT CAN ALSO HAVE THE SAME AFFECT AMONG NON-CHRISTIANS...
1. They seethetruth of what you teach by your example
a. Weteach agospd concerning One Who became poor, that we might becomerich
-cf.2C08:9
b. Who would believe such a story? Perhaps those who have seen it illugtrated in the lives
of Hisdisciples, that'swho! - eg. 2 Co 8:1-2
2. They may be more receptive to the gogpel when they hear it, even though they may at first
ridiculeyou - cf. 1 Pe 2:12

[One last point | wish to glean from our text asto how we can become “cheerful givers'...]

V. PURPOSEFUL GIVING LEADSTO CHEERFUL GIVING (2 Co09:7)

A. PLANNING ONE'SGIVING ISKEY TO GIVING CHEERFULLY ...

1. They arelesslikdy to give “grudgingly or of necessity”
a. Because they have dready set asde what they want to give
b. They are not caught off guard when someone asks them to give

2. Thisishow Paul ingructed the Corinthians in their giving
a. Tolay by in sore on thefirst day of theweek - 1 Co 16:1-4
b. To preparether gift beforehand, so when it wastime to give, the resources were ready

-cf.2Co09:5

3. Anealy Chrigian gpologigt, Arigtides, wrote of how even daves were ableto give
cheerfully through purposeful planning: “And if thereis any that isadave or apoor man,
they fast two or three days and what they were going to set before themsaves they send to
them (Chrigtians in prison), consdering themsdaves to give good cheer even asthey were
caled to give good cheer.” (Apology 15)

-- Soplan your giving if you wish to give cheerfully!

B. A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION FOR PLANNED GIVING...
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1. Panyour giving to help needy people the same way we plan our giving to provide for the
collection for the saints

2. Asyou prosper, set o much aside for “individua benevolence’
a. E.g, sart a separate account into which you put aside a certain amount each pay period
c. E.g., or send that amount to some charitable organization

-- However you plan your giving, it ismuch easier to give when you are prepared to
give!

CONCLUSION

1. Inour text, then, wefind the key to “ Becoming A Cheerful Giver” ; it involves kegping in mind...

a

b
C.
d.
e

God loves a chearful giver

. God provides seed for the sower

Giving provides thanksgiving and glory to God
Giving increases affection between giver and recipient
Giving becomes one of generosity when it is planned

2. | hopethat | have chdlenged your thinking in regards to your own giving, and how we can become
“chearful givers’

3. Toagreat extent, what kind of givers we are depends upon what kind of recipients we are!
a. For unlesswe recaive the grace of God in our own lives, we will be unlikdly to give gracefully to

b.

others
With that thought in mind, please remember this warning:

“We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the
grace of God in vain. For He says. ‘In an acceptable time | have heard you,
And in the day of salvation | have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now isthe day of salvation.” (2 Co 6:1-2)

Have we received the grace of God “in vain” ? Have you recelved the grace of God “ at all” ? - cf. Ac

22:16
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Weapons Mighty In God
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

INTRODUCTION

1. Inour text, Paul writesof a“war” in which Christians are engaged...
a. A war where weapons are used that are “mighty in God”
b. A war that has asits objective to:
1) “pull down”
2) “cast down”

3) “bring into captivity”
2. Exactly what isthis“war”? What “wegpons’ do we use?

3. Undergtanding the answers to these questions can help us be more useful and productive “ soldiers’
inthe“amy” of God

[Let's begin our study by firgt identifying...]

|. THE SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN THISTEXT

A. NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THAT FOUND ELSEWHERE...
1. Itisnot quite the same war described in Ro 7:23 or 1 Pe 2:11
2. Inthose passages, a different war is being discussed
a. Oneinwhich thereisabattle raging insde each one of us
b. Inthose passages, the warfareisonethat isinternal

B. THE WARFARE IN OUR TEXT ISEXTERNAL...
1. Inwhich we are engaged in battle with others
a. The context of 2 Corinthians should make this clear
b. For Paul isdefending his apostleship and ministry againg fase teachers
2. This“*wa” isonewhich involves

a “aguments’
b. “knowledge’
c. “thoughts’

-- Suchisthe“fidd of battle’ in thiswar
3. Thisisawar that isfought whenever wetry to...
a. Lead abrother out of error
b. Convert someoneto Christ
4. The“objective’ in thiswar as described by Paull:
a. To defeat any argument or position which is*againg the knowledge of God” (what He
has revedled) - 2 Co 10:5a
b. To bring a person who has held such thoughts...
1) “into the captivity to the obedience of Chrigt” - 2 Co 10:5b
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2) l.e, tobecomea“servant of Chrigt”

[Suchisthe“warfare’ of thispassage. Y ou might not have thought of it in thisway, every time we are
trying to teach someone, we are engaged in a“ battle’ for Christ! How are we to “fight” thiswar?|

II. THE “WEAPONS’ OF THISWARFARE

A. WHAT THEY ARE NOT: “CARNAL” OR “FLESHLY"...
1. E.g., wegponsthat may be used “against” the flesh...

a

b.

C.

Such as the sword, gun, bomb, etc.
These wegpons may take “ peopl€e’ captive, but not necessarily ther “thoughts’!
Their “bodies’ may be endaved, but not their “minds’

--  Thiswas the flaw inherent in the Crusades
2. E.g., weaponsthat are“of” the flesh...

a

b.

C.

E.g., hatred, contentions, outbursts of wrath, sefish ambitions
Such emations are “works of the flesh” and arereferred toin Ga 5:19-21
Unfortunately, these “works of the flesh” are often used as wegpons to win arguments
1) At bes dl they can do is Slence the opposition (through intimidation)
2) But a what cost?

a) Theoppostion isnot saved (which should be our god)

b) And the Chrigtian who uses such “wegpons’ falls under the condemnation of

Gab:21

--  Soour weaponsarenot to be“carnal”, either against the flesh or of the flesh

B. BUT WE DO HAVE WEAPONS, AND THEY ARE “MIGHTY IN GOD"...
1. Firgt and foremogt, we have “ the sword of the Spirit” - Ep 6:17

a

b.

C.

Which isthe Word of God

Unlesswe use thisWord, dl our effortswill bein vain
For it isthe Word of God thet is...

1) Living and powerful - He 4:12

2) Ableto produce faith- Ro 10:17; Jn 20:30-31
3) Ableto save our souls-Ja 1:21

4) Ableto cause oneto beborn again - 1 Pe 1:23

2. Wemug dso “ speak the truth in love” - cf. Ep 4:15

a

b.

C.

|.e., presenting the Word with a Chrigt-like attitude
Thisinvolves such qudities as:
1) The “meekness and gentleness of Chrigt” (as used by Paul himsdf, 2 Co 10:1)
2) Also“patience’ and “humility” (as Paul taught 2 Ti 2:24-26)
These “qudlities of character” are indeed powerful “wegpons’
1) They can do wondersto diffuse voletile Stuations
a) NoticePro15:1
b) In contrast, consider Pro 26:21
2) They can makeit possible for people to:
a) Discuss controversid issues without controversid behavior
b) Disagree without being disagreesble
c) Argue without being argumentative

Sermons From Second Corinthians



Mark A. Copeland

d) Contend without being contentious

C. TO BE EFFECTIVE, WE NEED THE “WHOLE” ARMOR OF GOD...
1. Assoldiersof Christ, we need...
a. Not just the sword of the Spirit
b. But dsothefruit of the Spirit - cf. Ga 5:22-23
--  Otherwise, we might do oursaves harm in mishandling the Word of God!
2. Wenead to “adorn” the truth of God with meekness, gentleness, patience and humility
a. Do not think that we are going to persuade people by the “force” of our actions
1) Suchislikey only to intimidate them into Slence or reluctant acouiescence
2) Unlessthey cometo “believe with dl their heart”, any obedience isfutile - cf. Ac 8:
36-37
b. If they areteachable, they must be won over by the “truth” of our arguments, assisted
by the “gpplication” of that truth in our own conduct

CONCLUSION

1. Sothe wegponsthat we have which are* mighty in God” include such graces as* meekness,”
“gentleness,” “patience,” and “humility”

2. Such*“wegpons’ greatly enhance the opportunities for our greatest wegpon (Truth) to do itsjob;
and should be utilized whether it beiin...
a. Our evangdlidtic efforts
b. Our Bible classes
c. Our church business meetings
d. Our persona discussons
e. Public debates in defense of the truth

3. Thisisnot to suggest there is never atime for “righteous indignation”; but | fear that what is often
excused as righteous indignation may redly be:
a. Self-righteousindignation
b. Our carnal nature
...getting in the way of the progress of truth!

May we be quick to use the “meekness and gentleness of Chrigt” in dl our effortsto win othersto the
truth, for they aretruly “ Weapons Mighty In God” !
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A Different Jesus, Spirit, And Gospel
2 Corinthians 11:4

INTRODUCTION

1. In2Co 11:1-4, Paul expresses his grave concern for the brethren in Corinth...

a. Withagodly jedousy, heisfearful their minds may have been corrupted from the smplicity that
isinChrig -2 Co011:1-3

b. With atouch of irony, perhgps even sarcasm, he refers to their seeming willingness to put up
with someone who might teach “ another Jesus’, “a different spirit”, even “adifferent
gospel” -2Co11:4
1) Hemogt likely has reference to “ Judaizing teachers’
2) Thesewere Jewish bdieversin Christ who taught Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep

the Law of Moses (cf. Ac 15:1-29; Ga 2:1-5)

2. The problem Paul faced is not unique to his day and age; even today...
a. There are people who teach a“Jesus’ different than the one reveded in the Bible
b. Many cdlam to be led by the* Spirit”, who in fact may be heeding a different “spirit”
c. What isoften proclaimed as the “gospd”, has been dtered in its message so as to be different
than the gospel proclaimed by the gpostles of Christ

3. Thedanger of leaving “the amplicity thet isin Chrig” isvery red, and s0 | wish to...

a. ldentify how some actudly preach “ A Different Jesus, Spirit, And Gospel”

b. Briefly review what the Bible teaches about Jesus, the Spirit, and the gospd of Chrigt
[Let's begin with theideaof...]

. A DIFFERENT JESUS

A. ADIFFERENT JESUSASPREACHED BY SOME TODAY ...

1. Some“non-Chrigian” religions, of course, teach a different Jesus
a. That Jesuswas a best smply agood man or teacher (e.g., Judaism)
b. That Jesuswas a best a prophet of God (e.g., Idam)

2. But some professng “Chrigian” religions dso teach a different Jesus
a. That Heisa created being (Jehovah Witnesses)
b. That Heisagod among many gods (Mormons)
c. The“Jesus Seminar” has sought to redefine who Jesus was, by stripping Him of many of

the teachings and miracles atributed to Him in the Bible

B. THE TRUE JESUSISTHE ONE REVEALED BY HISAPOSTLES...
1. Aseyewitnesses who spent time with Him, only they are qudified to testify asto who Jesus
was- cf. Ac 10:39-41; 2 Pe 1:16; 1Jn 1:1-2
2. Ther testimony, as recorded in the New Testament, reveal Jesusto be:
a. The Chrig, the Son of the Living God - Mt 16:16
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b. The One who was with God, and was God - Jn 1:1-2

The Onein Whom dl the fullness of God dwells bodily - Co 2:9-10

d. The One Who died for our sins and rose from the dead, asforetold in the Old
Testament scriptures- 1 Co 15:1-4

e. The One Who teaches that many will be lost, and requires an obedient faith - Mt 7:
13-14,21-23; 28:20

o

[In truth, the only rdliable historical record that we have of Jesusis the New Testament, written by those
who ether knew Jesus intimately, or were persond acquaintances of His gpostles. If we desire to know
the “true’ Jesus, it isto them we must turn! As we continue, consider some thoughts related to...]

II. A DIFFERENT SPIRIT

A. MANY PEOPLE PROFESSTO BE LED BY THE SPIRIT TODAY ...

1.

2.

It is quite common to hear people say, “The Spirit led me to do this, believe that...”

a. They believe the Holy Spirit leads through impressions, intuition, etc.

b. They bdieve the Holy Spirit is so leading people in dl the denominations

Y et these same people teach conflicting doctrines

a. Some bdieve the Spirit tdls them pray to Mary; others say the Spirit tellsthem that is
blasphemous

b. Some bdieve the Spirit confirms to them that Josegph Smith is a prophet, others are
convinced the Spirit tells them heiswas a fase prophet

c. Inonehighly publicized case, one church said the Spirit led them to sdll their church
building at a set price; but another church wanting to buy the building said the Spirit told
them the price was too high!

We can appreciate the wisdom of John’sadmonition to “test the spirits’ - 1Jn 4:1

B. THE TRUE SPIRIT ISTHAT WHICH INSPIRED THE APOSTLES...

1.
2.

Who was to guide them into dl the truth - Jn 16:12-13

Who did not lead them through impressions that could be misinterpreted, but through

audible and sometimes visua means that could be confirmed miraculoudy

a. Notethat the Spirit “said” to Philip... - cf. Ac 8:29

b. Notetha while Paul’s“impresson” was to go one way, the Holy Spirit madeit clear
where He wanted them to go - cf. Ac 16:6-7

-- l.e, the Spirit did not, and does not lead people in ways that might be confused with
impressions or wishes of the human spirit

The Spirit led the gpogtiesinto “dl” the truth

a. Paul had proclaimed the “whole counsd of God” - Ac 20:27

b. Peter had been given “dl things that pertain to life and godliness’ -2 Pe 1:3

c. Thefaith was“oncefor dl” ddivered unto the saints-Ju 3

The Spirit “ confirmed” the completed revelaion by sgns and wonders- He 2:1-4

a. Therefore our task isto “give the more earnest heed” to those things revedled by
the Spirit through the apostles and prophets of the New Testament

b. Or as per Jude, to “contend earnestly for the faith once ddivered” - Ju 3

We can “test the spirits’ by comparing them with the revealed and confirmed Word

of God, for that ishow the Spirit speaksto ustoday!
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[So much rdigious confusion is the result of people listening to their own *human spirit”, when what we
need to do isreturn to that Word of God which the Spirit reveded in thefirst place! Findly, it saddens
me deeply to say that many sincere people are teaching...]

I11.A DIFFERENT GOSPEL

A. MANY PEOPLE PROCLAIM A DIFFERENT GOSPEL TODAY...
1. Two extreme views of the gospd are often preached
a. Savation by works (i.e., we are saved by meritorious deeds)
b. Savation by faith done (i.e., obedience not required)
-- Actudly, these two extremes are Smply overreactions againgt each other
2. Toillugrate, condder the subject of baptism
a. Some teach that baptism without faith saves
b. Othersteach that faith without baptism saves
-- Jesustaught that both faith and baptism saves - c¢f. Mk 16:16
3. Aswe seek to proclaim the true gospel, we need to remember that any change results
in a“ perverted gospd”, against which Paul warned - Ga 1:8-9

B. THE TRUE GOSPEL ISTHAT WHICH THE APOSTLES PROCLAIMED...
1. Ther gospe contained “ factsto believe”, such as.
a. Jesuswas crucified for our ans-1 Co 15:1-3
b. Hewasraised fromthedead - 1 Co 15:4
C. Heisexated asLord and Savior - Ac 2:33-36
d. Heiscoming again to execute judgment and be glorified -2 Th 1:7-10
2. Their gospe dso contained “ commandsto obey” (cf. 2 Th 1:8; 1 Pe 4:17; in which we
learn the gospel must be “obeyed”); such commandsinclude:
a. Bdieving that Jesusisthe Chrig, the Son of God - Ac 8:35-37
b. Confessng your fathin JesusasLord - Ro 10:9-10
C. Repenting of your sns- Ac 2:38; 3:19; 17:30
d. Being baptized for the remisson of your Sns- Mk 16:15-16; Ac 2:38; 22:16
e. Remaining fathful to the Lord until death - Mt 28:19-20; Re 2:10
3. Andtheir gospel contained wonderful “ promisesto receive’, induding:
a. Theremissonof Sns-Ac 2:38; 3:19
b. Thegift of the Holy Spirit - Ac 2:38; cf. Jn 7:37-39; 5:32
c. Thegift of eternd life- Ro 6:23

CONCLUSION

1. Thewarning againg receiving “ A Different Jesus, Spirit, And Gospdl” isatimely one...
a. Thereaeliterdly thousands of different denominations, teaching conflicting doctrines
b. Many have developed doctrines that are distinctly different as it relates to:
1) Who Jesusis
2) How the Spirit reveds His truth to us
3) What condtitutes the gospel of Jesus Chrigt
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2. Who, and what, is the true Jesus, Spirit and gospdl?- cf. 2 Co 114
a. Thetrue Jesus isthe One the apostles preached
b. Thetrue Spirit isthe One received by the early Chrigtians, Who guided them into the truth
which isfully and completely reveded in the pages of the New Testament
c. Thetrue gospd isthat one proclamed by the apostles and recelved by the early church

3. Brethren, be careful lest “your minds...be corrupted from the smplicity that isin Chrig”!
a. Satan would love to deceive us like he did with Eve
b. Hehashisown “minisers of righteousness’ working in hisbehdf - cf. 2 Co 11:13-15

The only way to avoid being deceived isto be like the Chrigtians in Jerusdem who “ continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine...” (Ac 2:42). Whose doctrine are you heeding?
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Paul’'sThorn In The Flesh
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

INTRODUCTION

1. In2Co 12:7-10, Paul tdlsof “athorn in the flesh” which greatly bothered him...
a. It was something for which he prayed the Lord to remove from him
b. TheLord did not do so, but gave Paul an answer that greatly encouraged him

2. Wemight not be able to know exactly what the “thorn” was, but there are some vauable lessons to
be gleaned aswe consider...
a. Why this“thorn” was given to Paul
b. Paul’sinitid reaction to the “thorn”
C. Hisreaction to the answer given him by the Lord

[In this study we shal congder each of these things, starting with the question.. ]

. WHAT WASPAUL’'S“THORN IN THE FLESH”?

A. SEVERAL POSSBILITIESHAVE BEEN PROPOSED...

g~ owdNE

a

b.

C.

A panintheear or head (Tertullian)

Unruly fleshly lusts (medievd commentators)
Stammering speech (MacKnight)

Mdaid fever (Ramsay)

Acute eye problems (Farrar and others)

Such as asevere form of ophthamia (inflammeation of the eyebdll)
Based upon commentsin Ga 4:13-15; 6:11
Possbly brought on initidly by the blinding vison on the Damascus road

B. | BELIEVEIT WASTHE “INFIRMITIES’ PAUL SUFFERED...
1. l.e, the persecutions he suffered as an gpostle of Christ
2. Thisview was proposed by Chrysostom: “And so by the “messenger of Satan,” he means
...those who contended with and fought againgt him, those that cast him into a prison, those
that beat him, that led him away to deeth); for they did Satan’ s business.” (Homilies 26)
3. Peter H. David, in Hard Sayings Of The Bible, offers severd reasonsfor this view:

a

b.

C.

d.

Inthe OT adversaries are sometimes referred to as “thornsin your Sdes’ (Num 33:55;
Judg 2:3); thereis no metaphorica use of “thorn” for illness or temptation

The term “messenger” in Paul’ s writings dways refer to a person

The basic topic of 2 Co 10-13 is Paul’ s opponents, those who were troubling the
Corinthians and Paul himsdf

Paul pardldsthe “thorn” with a“weskness’ (or infirmity) in which he will glory; inthe
context of 2 Co 10-13 he connects his infirmities or weakness with persecution - 2 Co
11:30-33; 12:10; 13:3-4

4. With Peter David | conclude that the “thorn” was “the opponents who dogged Paul’ s tracks
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throughout his mission, confusing churches every time he left one church to plant another.”

(Hard Sayings Of The Bible)

[Whatever the “thorn”, it was “amessenger of Satan”. That is, it was something from Satan with evil

intent. Yetitisevident that God dlowed it to remain! Thisleads usto ask...]

. WHY WASTHE “THORN” GIVEN?

A. LEST PAUL BE “EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE” (2Co012:7)...

1. Paul had been blessed to receive many revelations...
a Ontheroadto Damascus-Ac9:3-6 e InJeusdemagan-Ac23:11
b. InJerusalem - cf. Ac 22:17-21 f.  Onhisway to Rome- Ac 27:22-25
c. AtTroas-Ac16:8-10 g. Thevison of Paradise-2 Co 12:1-6
d. InCorinth-Ac 18:9-11

2. It would have been quite easy...
a. For Paul to befilled with pride over these revelations
b. For the church to exdt him too highly

B. TO“BUFFET” HIM (2Co012:7)...
1. Theword “buffet” means “to strike with the fist”; thus to drive againg, contend
a.  Paul “buffeted’” himsef to keep his body under contral - cf. 1 Co 9:27
b. But this was something brought upon him by Satan
3. Thisexternd “buffeting” was dlowed to remain, to keep Paul humble

C. THERE ISA PRACTICAL LESSON RELATED TO HUMILITY...
1. Humility isanecessary trait for God's people - Lk 18:13-14; 1 Pe 5:5-6
2. Sometimesit isuseful to have “outside hdp” to keep us humble!

[There are other lessons to be learned, which we will see as we consder...]

I11.PAUL’SREACTION TO THE “THORN”

A. BEING HUMAN, HE WANTED TO GET RID OF IT! (2Co0 12:8)...
1. He pleaded with the Lord three times to remove it
2. Jud asthe Lord Himself prayed in the garden at Gethsemane - Lk 22:39-43
3. Notice the interesting smilarities between Paul and the Lord...
a. Both prayed three times
b. Both did not receive the answer for which they prayed
c. But they both recaived answers that were sufficient...
1) Anangd cameto miniger to Christ
2) TheLordtold Paul:
a) “My graceissufficient for you”
b) “My strength is made perfect in weakness’

B. THISSHOULD REMIND US OF CERTAIN PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER...
1. Weareto pray with persistence- Lk 18:1-8
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2. Weaetopray inearnest- Mt 7.7

3. Weareto pray specificdly (as Paul did)

-- Yet God knowswhat isbest for us, sothe answer may not be what we wish
[Vauable lessons, indeed; but even more lessons can be gleaned as we condder...]

IV.PAUL’SREACTION TO THE LORD’SANSWER

A. TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE LORD’SANSWER (2 Co 12:93)...
1. “Mygraceissufficient for you”
a. TheLord would give Paul what he “needed’
b. But not necessarily whet he “wanted”!
2. "My strength is made perfect in weakness”
a. l.e,itisintimesof weskness and hardship that the Lord' s strength can be experienced
most completely!
b. For in such timeswe redlly come to depend upon the Lord, and not upon our own
grength or wisdom!

B. NOW CONSIDER PAUL’SREACTION...
1. “1 will boast in my infirmities” - 2 Co 12:9b
a. Rather than bemoan histrying circumsatances, he will glory in them!
b. Foritisinsuchinfirmitiesthat he has the opportunity to experience the power of
Chrig in hislife as He hdps him ded with them!
2. “I takepleasurein infirmities...for Christ'ssake. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.” - 2Co012:10
a. Infirmities can be atimefor rgoicing! - c¢f. Ro 5:3a
b. For that can be atimein which to experience the strength Christ gives, and the
development of character that pleases Him! - ¢f. Ro 5:3b-5; dso Ja 1:2-4

CONCLUSION

1. It may beimpossible to determine exactly the nature of “Paul’s Thorn In The Flesh” ...
a.  Some commentators believe that this ambiguity was by design
b. Otherwise, those with other “infirmities’ may think the spiritua lessons are not for them

2. But from a perplexing passage, we can glean powerful principles gpplicableto dl...

a. Intimeadf infirmity, pray!

b. But don't be surprised if the answer to your prayers are Smilar to those given to Paul
1) “My graceissufficient for you”
2) “My grength is made perfect in weakness’

c. TheLord may choose not to remove the infirmity...
1) Ingead, He may choose to give you the strength to endure it
2) If so, then rgoice that power of Christ rests upon youl!

Aswe close, think about the Lord's statement as it relates to the problem of sin, and the salvation He
offers (“ My grace is sufficient for you”)... - cf. Ti 3:4-7
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Examine Yoursaves
2 Corinthians 13:5

INTRODUCTION

1.

As Jeremiah lamented over the destruction of the city of Jerusdlem, he caled for the people to
examine themselves and turn back to the Lord - Lam 3:40-41

In teaching on the proper observance of the Lord’s Supper, Paul wrote that it wasto be atime for
sdf-examination - 1 Co 11:27-31

Paul later challenged the Corinthiansto “ examine yourselves as to whether you arein the
faith. Proveyourselves.” - 2 Co 13:5

a. Indoing s0, he employs the present tense for the verbs “examineg” and “prove”’

b. Indicaing that such examination was to be an ongoing activity!

This should naturdly raise some important questions...

a.  Why should we examine ourselves?

b. By what sandard should we examine ourselves

c. What sort of questions should we be asking ourselves?

[In thislesson, | would like for usto focus our atention on thiscall to “ Examine Yourselves’. Aswe
do 0, let’s answer the questions aready raised, beginning with...]

WHY SHOULD WE EXAMINE OURSELVES?

A. TO DETERMINE WHETHER WE ARE IN THE FAITH...

1. Paul sad, “ Examine yourselves as to whether you arein the faith.”
a. Theexpresson “inthefath” refersto be afathful Chridian
b. Thuswe are to examine whether or not we are remaining faithful to the Lord!

2. We need to remember that the danger of drifting is ever present
a. Itispossbleto drift away if we neglect our savation - cf. He 2:1-4
b. Itispossbleto develop an evil heart of unbelief - cf. He 3:12-14

3. What our text implies, however, isthat it is possble to know of one' s stlanding before God
a. Infact, the Bible was written for this purpose, that we might know
b. Onebook in particular has this purposein mind - 1 Jn 5:13; 2:3; 3:14,24

B. TODETERMINE IF JESUSCHRIST ISIN US...
1. Paul chalenged the Corinthians to consider whether Jesus Christ was in them
2. That Chrig indwdls the Chrigian is awonderful thought
a. It waspromised by Jesus Himsdlf - Jn 14:21-23
b. It begins when we put Christ on in baptism - Ga 3:26-27
3. Wemay wonder a times“how” He indwdls, but the key hereis...
a. Toknow that He does!

Sermons From Second Corinthians



Mark A. Copeland

b. To redizethere are ways we can KNOW whether He does!
--  Which iswhy we need to periodically examine oursdves

C. TODETERMINE IF WE ARE DISQUALIFIED...
1. Itisagiventha Chrigtisin Chrigians, unlessthey have become “disqudified”
2. Wha does“disqudified” mean?
a. Hereishow some other trandations read...
1) “yebereprobates’ (KJV, ASV)
2) “youfal thetet” (NASV, NIV)
b. Literdly, “not standing thetet”, and in the context it refersto the test of ...
1) Benginthefath
2) Having Chrigtinyou
3. Thisverseisamply another anong many that reved that a Chrigtian can indeed fdl awvay
from gracel
a. Paul warned of faling from grace - cf. Ga 5:4
b. Peter likewise warned of faling from one's own steadfastness - cf. 2 Pe 3:17
c. Jesus described what would happen to those branches who did not bear fruit - Jn 15:
1-2,6
-- Again, through sdf-examination one can know what their true condition idl

D. TODETERMINE IF WE REALLY KNOW OURSELVES...
1. AsPaul calsfor sdf-examination, he asks* Do you not know yourselves...?”
a. Wecan easly fdl into the trap of sdf-deception - e.g., Ja 1:22-25
b. Therdigion of such apersonis“usdess’ - Ja 1:26
2. Only through periodic sdf-examination can we avoid decelving oursaves!

[The need is ever present to “examine yoursaves’, to “prove yoursaves’. Our next question...]

. BY WHAT STANDARD SHOULD WE EXAMINE OURSELVES?

A. NOT BY THE ESTIMATE OF SELF...
1. We cannot trust soldly upon what we may think of oursaves
a. Weare agpproved only if the Lord commends us - cf. 2 Co 10:18
b. Therefore even though we might “think” we are right, we are not the fina arbitrator - cf.
1Co4:4
2. We can bewrong in our basic assumptions, which can lead to wrong conclusions about
oursalves
a. Paul had thought persecuting Christians was pleasing to God - Ac 26:9-11
b. Therewill be many people a the Judgment who thought they were pleasing God during
ther lifetime - Mt 7:21-23
-- Wemust look for a standard outside of our selves by which to examine our selves!

B. NOT BY THE ESTIMATE OF MEN...
1. We cannot compare ourselves with others, or trust their gpprova
a. Tocompare oursalves with othersisunwise-2 Co 10:12
b. Theapprovd of othersisasmadl thing-1 Co 4:3
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2. People are often wrong in their thoughts and evauations
a. Themagority will find themsalves logt on the day of judgment - Mt 7:13-14
b. Even many rdigious will be surprised - Mt 7:21-23
-- Wemust ill look for yet another standard by which to examine our selves

C. WE MUST TRY OURSELVESBY THE STANDARD OF GOD'SWORD...
1. Again, it isthe commendation of the Lord that makes one gpproved - 2 Co 10:18
2. ItistheLord whoisthe ultimate Judge-1 Co 4:4; 2 Co 5:10
3. Asthe Lord Himsdlf has said, we will be judged by Hiswords - Jn 12:48

[The only appropriate sandard to use when we examine ourselves is the Word of God. We cannot
trust our fedings, or what others might say. Finaly, let me share some...]

[11.QUESTIONSTO HELP USEXAMINE OURSELVES

A. ISCHRIST INME...?
1. Havel put Himonin baptism?- Ga 3:27
2. Am| keeping His commandments? - Jn 14:21

B. ARE THE “MARKS’ OF DISCIPLESHIP PRESENT IN MY LIFE...?
1. Am| abidingin Hisword?-Jn 8:31
2. Dol love my brethren like Christ loved me? - Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 3:14-19
3. Am| bearing fruit?- Jn 15:8
a. Such asthefruit of the Spirit - Ga 5:22-23
b. Such asthefruit of our lipsin prasng God - He 13:15
c. Such asthefruit of good works - cf. Ti 2:14; 3:8,14

C. DO I HAVE THE ATTITUDE OF THOSE WHO WERE TRUE DISCIPLES...?
1. Under inspiration, Paul wrote 2 Co 13:6; what was his frame of mind?
2. Wecan gleanthe mind of atrue disciple from Ph 3:7-14
a. Weread of hisgad inlife (7-11)
b. Weread of his attitudesin attaining that god (12-14)
3. Wewill havethisframe of mind if we are“in thefath” and “Chrig isin us’ - cf. Ph 3:15-17

CONCLUSION

1. Other questions might be gppropriate to ask when examining oursaves, but | hope thisillustrates
how we need to use the Word of God to “prove’ ourselves

2. Condder the sad plight of those who are *reprobate’, “ disquaified”, who “fail the test”...
a. Paul describes some of themin Ph 3:18-19
b. Becausethey set their mind on earthly things, their end is destruction!
-~ How much better to be like those described in Ph 3:20-21!

To ensure that you will not be “disqudified”, then frequently “ Examine Y our selves’ in the light of
God's Word!
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