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This study guide was developed in preparation for teaching adult Bible classes.

+ The objectivesfor each section are usudly things | plan to emphasize during the
class.

+ | have found that summarizing and outlining helps me to better understand the Word
of God. Itisapractice | highly recommend to others.

+ | generdly delete the answersto the review questions before printing the materia
and giving it to the students. But that you might know what answers were intended
by the questions, | have included them in these guides.
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians

| ntroduction

AUTHOR

Paul, the gpostle, dong with Timothy (1:1). Externd testimonies for its genuineness include statements
by Irenaeus (Against Heresies, 3,7,1), Athenagoras(Of the Resurrection of the Dead), Clement of
Alexandria (Miscdlanies, 3, p. 94; 4, p. 101), and Tertullian (On Modesty, 13).

PLACE OF WRITING

Somewherein M acedonian, while Paul was on hisway to make another vist to Corinth. Thiswould
be during his third missonary journey, in a part of which Luke says very little (cf. Ac 20:1-2).

TIME OF WRITING

Possbly in thefall of 57 A.D., making it but a few months after writing First Corinthians (likely written
inthe spring of 57 A.D.).

MESSENGER
Titus, who was accompanied by two others on his journey (8:16-24).

BACKGROUND OF THE EPISTLE

The church at Corinth began in 52 A.D., when Paul visited there on his second missonary journey. It
was then that he stayed one and a hdf years, the first time he was dlowed to stay in one place aslong
ashewished. A record of thisvist and the establishment of the church isfound in Ac 18:1-18.

This second letter of Paul to the Corinthian church was occasioned by the report brought back by Titus,
who informed Paul of their reception of the first letter, and how they received the rebuke thet |etter
contained (2:12-13; 7:5-9).

PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

Titus report was encouraging, but evidently it aso brought troubling news that some at Corinth were
questioning Paul's authority as an gpostle. This doubt may have planted by "Judaizing teechers’ who
seemed to follow Paul and attempted to undermine his teaching concerning the Law. They gppear to
have questioned his veracity (1:15-17), his speaking ability (10:10; 11:6), and his unwillingnessto
accept support from the church at Corinth (11:7-9; 12:13). There were aso some people who had not
repented of ther licentious behavior (12:20-21). Paul's primary purpose, then, inthisepistleis:
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TO VINDICATE HISAPOSTLESHIPAND MANNER OF LIFE
He hopes that by writing in advance of hisvist he can get dl of the necessary rebuke out of the way
(1:23-2:3; 13:10). He aso uses the opportunity to encourage them to have the collection for the needy
santsin Jerusdem ready when he comes (9:1-5; cf. 1 Co 16:1-2).
This letter is the most biographica and least doctrind of Paul's epistles. 1t tells us more about Paul asa
person and as a minigter than any of the others. Those who would be ministers of the gospel would do
well to carefully sudy it (dong with Paul's epidtles to Timothy and Titus).
KEY VERSE: 2 Corinthians7:2

" Open your heart to us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one,
we have defrauded no one.”

BRIEF OUTLINE
SALUTATION AND THANKSGIVING (1:1-11)

. PAUL EXPLAINSHISMINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION (1:12-7:16)

A. HE DEFENDSHISINTEGRITY
1. TheChanged Plan (1:12-22)
2. TheDdayed Vist (1:23-2:4)
3. The Penitent Offender (2:5-11)

B. HE DESCRIBESHISAPOSTOLIC MINISTRY
1. Triumphant (2:12-17)

Accredited (3:1-3)

Glorious (3:4-18)

Honest (4:1-6)

Suffering (4:7-18)

Hopeful (5:1-10)

Devoted (5:11-17)

Reconciling (5:18-21)

Approved (6:1-10)

©COoONOU~WDN

C. HE MAKESHISAPPEAL TO THEM
1. To Open Their Hearts (6:11-13)
2. ToBe Separate From The World (6:14-7:1)
3. The Comfort And Confidence They Have Given Him (7:2-16)

II. THE COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTSIN JERUSALEM (8:1-9:15)

A. THE EXAMPLE OF MACEDONIA (8:1-5)
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B. THE BASISFOR HISEXHORTATION (8:6-15)
C. THE MESSENGERSFOR THISMINISTRY (8:16-9:5)
D. THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO GIVE LIBERALLY (9:6-15)

I11.PAUL DEFENDSHISAPOSTOLIC AUTHORITY (10:1-13:10)

A. EXPLANATION CONCERNING HISCONDUCT
1. HeUsesWeapons Mighty In God (10:1-11)
2. The Contrast Between Him And His Opponents (10:7-18)

B. SOME FOOLISH BOASTING
1. The Necessity For Boasting (11:1-21)
2. The Grounds For His Boadting (11:22-12:10)
3. HisRebuke For Compelling Him To Boast (12: 11-13)

C. HISFINAL WARNINGS
1. Motivated By Love, He Seeks Ther Edification (12:14-19)
2. HisFear Of What He Will Find (12:20-21)
3. His Coming Will Be In Judgment If Necessary (13:1-6)
4. But He Hopes To Avoid Sharp Words By Writing In Advance (13:7-10)

CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS AND BENEDICTION (13:11-14)
REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE INTRODUCTION

1) Onwhich journey did the apostle Paul establish the church in Corinth?
- His second journey

2) Wheredoesoneread about the establishment of the church in Corinth?
-Ac18:1-18

3) On which journey did Paul write both of his epistlesto the Corinthians?
- His third journey

4) From wheredid Paul write hisFIRST epistleto the Corinthians? (cf. 1 Co 16:8)
- Ephesus

5) From wheredid Paul write his SECOND epistle to the Corinthians? (cf. 7:5; 8:1; 9:2-4)
- Somewhere in Macedonia (perhaps Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea?)

6) What isthe approximate date of writing?
- Thefdl of 57 A.D.
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7) Whosearrival likely prompted Paul'swriting of this epistle? (7:5-7)
- Titus

8) What sortsof things about Paul wer e questioned by those challenging his apostolic
authority? (cf. 1:15-17; 10:10; 11:6; 11:7-9; 12:13)
- Hisveracity
- His spesking ability
- Hisrefusd to accept financid support

9) What isthe purpose of this epistle?
- To vindicate Paul's gpostleship and manner of life

10) What other topic does Paul discussin thisepistle? (9:1)
- The collection for the saints

The Second Epistle To The Corinthians 6



Mark A. Copeland

The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter One

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To understand the source and proper use of our comfort
2) To gppreciate the vaue of prayer in working with God, and in producing thanksgiving in others
3) To seewhat are proper grounds for "boasting"

SUMMARY

Paul isjoined by Timothy as he begins this epigtle with greetings to the church in Corinth, and to dl the
brethren in Achaia(1-2). A feature common in Paul's epistlesisto start with afew words of praise
and/or thanksgiving, and in this epistle he includes both. He firgt praises God for the comfort offered
through Chrigt in the midst of tribulation, and expresses his confidence that both the sufferings and
comfort he receives because of Christ can work to the benefit of the brethren at Corinth (3-7). Hethen
informs them of the wonderful ddiverance God provided in Asa (perhaps referring to the "Diana
incdent” in Acts 19:23-41), tdling them their prayers were insrumenta as well, and that thiswill leed
many people to give thanks (8-11).

Paul'sfirst order of business after his sdutation and thanksgiving isto offer a defense of hisintegrity. He
begins with a professon of sncerity and smplicity, both in his conduct and hiswriting, and then reminds
them that they will have good reason to "boast” in each other when Christ comes (12-14). Evidently his
sncerity had come in question because Paul had made a change of plans concerning his vigt to them.
Therefore he explains that his change was not due to fickleness, but as God and His promisesin Chrigt
are trusworthy, so is Paul, for God has anointed and sedled him with the Holy Spirit (15-22). With
God as his witness, Paul states that his change of plans was an effort to sparethem. Thisis not to
suggest Paul exercises some sort of domination over them, for he considers himself as afellow worker
for their joy (23-24).

OUTLINE

. SALUTATION & THANKSGIVING (1-11)

A. SALUTATION (1-2)
1. From Paul and Timothy (1a)
2. Tothe church of God at Corinth, with al the saintsin Achaia (1b)
3. Grace and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (2)

B. THANKSGIVING (3-11)
1. For comfort in the midst of affliction (3-7)
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a. From the Father of mercies and God of al comfort (3)
b. Sothat we may comfort othersin ther trouble (4)
c. Which like the sufferings of Chrigt, our comfort abounds through Christ, and both work
for our sdvation (5-7)
2. For ddiverancein Asa(8-11)
a. Burdened beyond measure, Paul had despaired of life, and was left with only histrust in
God (8-9)
b. Butwith the hep of their prayers, God ddivered him from degth, resulting in much
thanksgiving (10-11)

II. PAUL DEFENDSHISINTEGRITY (12-24)

A. HISPROFESSION OF SINCERITY (12-14)
1. Ingood conscience he has conducted himsdf with smplicity and godly sincerity toward
them, and continues to do so in hiswriting to them (12-13a)
2. He hopesthey understand that they have reason to boast in each other when the Lord
returns (13b-14)

B. THE CHANGED PLAN (15-22)
1. Hisorigind plan was vist them on hisway to Macedonia, and to return on hisway to Judea
(15-16)
2. Hisplanning was not done lightly (17-22)
a. It wasnot done according to the flesh, in an unreliable manner (17)
b. But asGod isfathful, and the promises of God in Jesus are reliable, so were hiswords
to them (18-20)
C. Indeed, Paul (dlong with Silvanus and Timothy) has been...
1) Egablished with themin Christ and anointed by God (21)
2) Seded by God, and given the Spirit in their hearts as a deposit (22)

C. REASON FOR THE DELAYED VISIT (23-24)
1. To sparethem, as God can confirm (23)
2. Thisisnot to suggest an attitude of domination over them, for he views himsdf asone
working for their joy, and he acknowledges that they stand on the basis of their faith (24)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Sdutation and thanksgiving (1-11)
- Paul defends hisintegrity (12-24)

2) WhojoinsPaul in writing thisepistle? (1)
- Timothy

3) What two groups of people does Paul addressin his salutation (1)
- The church of God at Corinth
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- All the saintswho arein dl Achaa (Greece)

4) How does Paul describethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? (3)
- The Father of mercies and God of al comfort

5) What isthe proper use of comfort wereceive from God? (4)
- To comfort those who are in any trouble

6) What two thingsabound in Chrigt? (5)
- Sufferings
- Consolation (comfort)

7) Where had Paul experienced sometrouble? How seriouswasit? (8-9)
- In Asa(modern day Turkey)
- Such that he despaired of life, and could only trust in God who raises the dead

8) What had worked together with God in providing deliverance? What other effect did it
have? (11)
- Thelr prayersfor him
- Thanksgiving to be given by many people on his behaf

9) In what could Paul " boast" ? (12)
- The dlear conscience that his conduct in the world was with smplicity and godly sincerity

10) What could Paul and the brethren in Corinth look forward to boasting in, when Chrigt
comes again? (14)
- Each other

11) What appear sto be thereason Paul'sintegrity wasin question? (15-17)
- A change of plansin vigting them

12) Paul professesthat hisword is asfaithful aswhat two things? (18-20)
- God
- The promises of God in Christ

13) What assurances does Paul offer that heisfaithful? (21-22)
- That God has established and anointed him, and sedled him by giving him the Holy Spirit in his
heart as a deposit

14) Why had Paul changed his plans about coming to Corinth? (23)
- To sparethem
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Two

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To appreciae the attitudes Paul had in writing hisfirs epistle

2) To understand the need for proper follow-up toward one who has reacted favorably to church
discipline

3) To seethedifferent effects the gospe can have on people
SUMMARY

Paul continues to defend his integrity by explaining that his change of plans was an effort to prevent his
coming to them in sorrow. Indeed, his previous letter was written for the same reason, and with much
anguish of heart (1-4). Speaking of grief, he reminds them that the one who caused mogt of it had
properly repented after their disciplinary actions, and they should be careful to forgive and comfort the
person. Paul himsdf was willing to forgive the penitent offender, because he knew how Satan could
eadly take advantage of their Stuation (5-11).

He then reved s the anxiety of trying to find Titus, which prompted his leaving an "open door" in Troasto
go on to Macedonia (12-13). Hewill return to the subject of finding Titus and the comfort he received
upon doing so (7:5-7), but at this point Paul begins vindicating his ministry as an gpodile of Chrigt. With
thanks to God, Paul describes the "triumphant” nature of his minigtry, in which God leads him asin a
victory procession. Carrying theimagery of avictory processon alittle further (in which it was common
to have incense as part of the parade), Paul views himsdlf and his work as the "fragrance of Chrigt”
which to those being saved isan "aroma of life", but to those who are perishing it is an "aroma of death”
(14-16b). Redizing his own insufficiency for such things, he spesks not as those who "peddi€’ the
Word of God, but with sincerity and with an awareness that it comes from God, and isin the sight of
God (16¢-17).

OUTLINE

|. PAUL'SDEFENSE OF HISINTEGRITY CONTINUES (1-13)

A. THE REASON FOR HISDELAY (1-4)
1. Hewas determined not to come to them in sorrow (1-2)
2. Hisprevious letter he wrote in sorrow, lest when he came there would be sorrow and not
joy for both him and them (3-4)

B. FORGIVENESS FOR THE OFFENDER (5-11)
1. Spesking of sorrow, much of their grief was caused by one man (5)
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2. However, ther discipline was effective and the penitent offender should be forgiven and

reassured of their love for him (6-8)

3. Hisprevious letter was atest of their obedience, and he iswilling to forgive those they have

forgiven, lest Satan take advantage of their Stuation (9-11)

C. HISCONCERN FOR THEM (12-13)
1. InTroas, the Lord had given him an "open door” to preach the gospd (12)
2. But with no word from Titus, anxiety for their Stuation prompted him to leave for
Macedonia (13)

THE "TRIUMPHANT" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (14-17)

A. ALWAYSLED INTRIUMPH BY GOD IN CHRIST (14a)
1. Paul expresses thanksgiving to God

2. Thereason: for leading them in atriumphd processon amilar to that enjoyed by amilitary

leader after avictory

B. THROUGH THEM "FRAGRANCE" ISDIFFUSED (14b-16)

1. God diffusesthe "fragrance of His knowledge' in every place (14b)

2. To God, they are the "fragrance of Chrig" (15)
a. Tothosewho are perishing, they are an "aroma of death" (16a)
b. To those who are being saved, they are an "aroma of life" (16b)

3. Heredizes his dependency upon God for sufficiency to be such things (16¢-17)
a.  Unlike many, who "peddle" the Word of God (17a)
b. Incontrast, he spesks sincerdly, asfrom God, and in the sight of God (17b)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Paul's defense of hisintegrity continues (1-13)
- The "triumphant” nature of Paul's ministry (14-17)

What was Paul deter mined not to do? (1)
- To come to them in sorrow

Why did hewrite hisprevious letter ? (3)
- Lest when he came he would have sorrow over those who ought to give him joy

How did Paul write as he penned hisletter? (4)
- Out of much affliction and anguish of heart, and with many tears

What did Paul want them to do with the man who had sinned, yet repented after their
disciplinary action toward him? (7-8)

- To forgive and comfort him

- To resffirm their loveto him
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6) What was one purpose in writing to them as Paul had done? (9)
- To test their obedience

7) Why was Paul so willing to for give the offender once the Corinthians had forgiven him?
(10-11)
- Lest Satan take advantage of the Situation

8) When Paul cameto Troasto preach the gospd, what did hefind? (12)
- An "open door" provided by the Lord

9) Who did he not find that troubled him greatly? Wheredid hethen go? (13)
- Titus
- Macedonia

10) Why does Paul give God thanks? (14)
- For dwaysleading him in triumph in Chrigt

11) How does Paul describe God wor king through him? (14)
- As diffusing the fragrance of His knowledgein every place

12) In what two ways, and to what two groups of people, does Paul describe himself as™ the
fragrance of Christ" ? (15-17)
- An"aromaf lifeto life" to those who are being saved
- An"aromaof death to death" to those who are perishing

13) How do many misuse the Word of God? How did Paul speak the Word? (17)
- As"peddling” (using it to make profit)
- With sncerity, asfrom God, and in the Sght of God in Christ
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Three

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tolearn how one becomes an "epidtle of Chrigt”
2) To seethe contrast between the old and new covenants

3) To appreciate the role of the Spirit in the new covenant, and in producing our transformation

SUMMARY

Having just begun vindicating his ministry as an gpostle of Jesus Christ, Paul reminds the Corinthians that
he redlly needs no letter of accreditation, for they are his epigties of commendation. Through his
minigtry, in which he had written upon their hearts with the Spirit of the living God, they themsdves have
become an epistle of Chrigt (1-3). Thishe says, with full redizaion that it is God who has made him
sufficient asaminigter of the new covenant, which isaminigtry of the Spirit who giveslife (4-6).

Paul then proceeds to contrast the new covenant with the old covenant, to illustrate the glorious nature
of hisminigry. With Exodus 34:29-35 as his reference, he equates the glory of the old covenant with
the glory on Moses face that was temporary. But if the old covenant, described as one of desth and
condemnation, had glory, then how much more glorious is the new covenant, aministry of the Spirit and
of righteousness which is not passng away (7-11)!

Paul then declares that those who listen only to the Old Testament still have avell on their hearts
(12-15). But when weturn to the Lord (whom Paul equates with the Spirit), the vell is taken away and
thereisliberty. Also, by beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled face we are being transformed
into the same glorious image by the Spirit of the Lord (16-18).

OUTLINE

|. THE"ACCREDITED" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (1-3)

A. PAUL HASNO NEED FOR LETTERS OF COMMENDATION (1)
1. Hedoes not mean by hiswords to commend himsdf (1a)
2. For Paul does not need, as might others, letters of recommendation (1b)

B. THE CORINTHIANS ARE PAUL'SEPISTLES OF COMMENDATION (2-3)
1. They are evidence of his handiwork, which al can know and read (2)
2. They arean "epidtle of Christ", upon whose hearts Paul has written with the Spirit of the
living God (3)
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II. THE "GLORIOUS' NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (4-18)

A. HISTRUST AND SUFFICIENCY ISFROM GOD (4-6)
1. Histrugt isnot based upon confidence in himsdf, but in Christ and the sufficiency that God
provides (4-5)
2. God has made him sufficient as aminister of the new covenant (6)
a. A covenant of the Spirit, not of the letter
b. A covenant that giveslife, not degth

B. THE GLORY OF THE NEW COVENANT (7-18)
1. Incontrast with the Old Covenant, written and engraved on stones (7-11)
a. Theminigry of degth vs. the minigtry of the Spirit (7-8)
b. The ministry of condemnation vs. the minidry of righteousness (9-10)
c. That whichispasing away vs. that which remains (11)
2. In comparison with the Lawgiver, Moses (12-16)
a.  With the more glorious nature of the new covenant, Paul could speak with greet
boldness (12)
b. With the reading of Maoses (the Old Testament), however, avell remains on the heart
(12-15)
1) Andluson to the events of Exodus 34:29-35
2) With the vell on Maoses face, the children of Isradl could not seethat the glory of his
face was fading (13)
3) lgad'sinability to seethenislike ther inability today, unless they come to Chrigt
(14-15)
c. But when oneturnsto the Lord, the vell is removed, just as Moses did when he
returned to the presence of the Lord (16)
3. Summary explandaion (17-18)
a. Paul explansthat the Lord of verse 16 is the Spirit of the Lord, who provides liberty
(17)
b. When we (like Moses) are able to behold with unveiled face the glory of the Lord, the
Spirit of the Lord transforms us into the same image (18)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The "accredited” nature of Paul's ministry (1-3)
- The"glorious' nature of Paul's ministry (4-18)

2) Who was Paul's" epistle of commendation™ ? (1-2)
- The Corinthians themselves

3) What writing instrument had Paul used to makethe Corinthiansan " epistle of Chrigt" ?
And upon what had hewritten? (3)
- The Spirit of the living God
- Tablets of flesh, of the heart
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4) Who made Paul sufficient asa minister of the new covenant? (5-6a)
- God

5) Of what isthe new covenant? And what doesit give? (6b)
- The Spirit
- Life

6) How isthe" old covenant" described in ver ses 7-9?
- The minigiry of desth, written and engraved on stones
- The ministry of condemnation
- Glorious

7) How isthe" new covenant” described in verses 7-9?
- The minigry of the Soirit
- The minigtry of righteousness
- Moreglorious

8) What issaid of the glory of the old covenant when compar ed with the glory of the new
covenant? (10)
- It had no glory

9) How elsearethe old and new covenantsdescribed in verse 117?
- The old covenant isthat which is"passng away”
- The new covenant is that which "remains’

10) What remains on the heart when only the Old Testament isread? (14-15)
- A vel

11) What happenswhen oneturnsto the Lord? (16)
- The vell istaken away

12) In turning totheLord, whoisit oneisactually turning to, and what does one find? (17)
- The Spirit of the Lord

- Liberty

13) Aswe behold the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, what happens? (18)
- We are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory

14) By whom does this transfor mation take place? (18)
- The Spirit of the Lord
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Four

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To gppreciate Paul's transparency and view of service

2) To understand why some people are S0 blinded to the obvious
3) Toganindght into why God dlows His children to suffer

4) To glean Paul's secret for not "losing heart” (getting discouraged)
SUMMARY

Paul continues his defense of himsdf and his ministry. With such a glorious ministry described in chapter
three, he does not get discouraged. Instead he has renounced the use of deceitful tactics and openly
proclamsthe truth (1-2). If the gospe seems velled, it is only to those whom Satan has blinded so they
might not see the light of the gospd (3-4). Paul issmply preaching Christ Jesus as Lord and considers
himself asaservant for their sskes. He humbly redizesthat it is God who has shone in his heart so he
might share that light of the gospel with others (5-6).

As magnificent this "treasure’ may be, heis Smply an "earthen vessd". As such he experiences great
suffering in his ministry, but he knows that God dlows it so thet the "life of Jesus’ (the power of God)
might be manifested in his morta body by the way he enduresiit, and that such grace from God might
cause much thanksgiving to the glory of God (7-15). In addition, he does not lose heart because his
inward man is renewed daily by the knowledge that affliction is light and temporary compared to the
eternd weight of glory that awaits him, and by keeping his focus on things which are unseen but eternd
(16-18).

OUTLINE

|. THE"HONEST" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (1-6)

A. THE HIDDEN THINGS OF SHAME RENOUNCED (1-2)
1. Having received a glorious ministry by the mercy of God, Paul does not lose heart (1)
2. He has renounced the hidden things of shame (2a)
a. Hedoesnot wak in craftiness
b. He doesnot handle the Word of God deceitfully
3. But with open presentation of the truth he commends himself before dl and before God (2b)

B. THE GOSPEL VEILED ONLY TO THE PERISHING (3-4)
1. If the gospd seemsveled, it is only the perishing who think it so (3)
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2. For their unbelieving minds have been blinded by the "god of thisage’ (4a)
3. Sothat thelight of gospe of the glorious Christ does not shine on them (4b)

C. PROCLAIMING CHRIST ASLORD, AND THEMSELVESAS SERVANTS (5-6)
1. Preaching not themsalves, but Christ Jesus as Lord and themselves as their servants for
Jesus sake (5)
2. ItisGod who has shonein their hearts so that they might spread the light of the knowledge
of God's glory reveded in Jesus Chrit (6)

II. THE "SUFFERING" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (7-18)

A. SUFFERING PERMITTED TO DEMONSTRATE THE LIFE OF JESUS (7-15)

1. Thetreasure of the gospd isin "earthen vessals', but thisis so the excellence of God's
power might be demongtrated in them (7)

2. Examples of overcoming suffering (8-9)
a. Hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed
b. Perplexed, but not in despair
C. Persecuted, but not forsaken
d. Struck down, but not destroyed

3. Inthisway, "dying for Jesus' gives them opportunity to demondrate the "life of Jesus’,
which in turn blesses others (10-12)

4. Confident of the resurrection and ultimate glorification, he knows that dl things can beto
thelr benefit, resulting in thanksgiving and glory to God (13-15)

B. AFFLICTION PRODUCESAN ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY (16-18)
1. Heisnot discouraged, even when the outward man is perishing, for the inward man is
renewed daly (16)
2. Afflictionislight and temporary, compared with the eternd weight of glory (17)
3. Hisfocusis on the unseen, on things that are eternd (18)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of this chapter?
- The "honest" nature of Paul's ministry (1-6)
- The"suffering” nature of Paul's minigry (7-18)

2) Why does Paul not "lose heart" ? (1)
- Because of the nature of his minigtry (cf. 3:7-18)

3) Inrenouncing the hidden things of shame, what two things does Paul not do? (2)
- Wdk in craftiness
- Handle the word of God deceitfully

4) Towhom isthegospd "veiled" ? Who has blinded them? (3-4)
- Those that are perishing
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- The god of thisage

5) Who does Paul preach? How does he view himsaf? (5)
- Chrigt Jesusthe Lord
- Asther servant for Jesus sake

6) How isthe"light" that God has commanded to be shonein hisheart described? (6, cf. 4b)
- Asthe knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ
- Asthe gospd of the glory of Chrigt, who isthe image of God

7) How does Paul describethe gospel, and himself in comparison? (7)
- As"treasure" in "earthen vesdls'

8) What four examples does Paul use to describe how God's power had worked in him? (8-9)
- Hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed
- Perplexed, but not in despair
- Persecuted, but not forsaken
- Struck down, but not destroyed

9) Why was Paul and others allowed to suffer for Christ? (10-11)
- That the life of Jesus may be manifested in their morta bodies

10) Who benefited by the things Paul suffered? (12,15)
- The Corinthians

11) Why did Paul not " lose heart" when his outward man was perishing? (16)
- Because hisinward man was being renewed daily

12) In what two ways does Paul contrast his affliction and the glory to come? (17)
- Light vs. afar more exceeding weight
- Momentary vs. eternd

13) Upon what does Paul keep hisfocus? (16)
- Things unseen, which are eternd
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Five

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tounderstand the basis for Paul's hope despite his suffering

2) To see what motivated Paul in hiswork as aminister

3) To gppreciate the gospd as a"ministry of reconciliation”
SUMMARY

As Paul continues describing the nature of his ministry, he explains why he remains "hopeful” in spite of
his suffering. He knows that should his "earthly house' be destroyed, there is a"house not made with
hands' that God has prepared for him. For this he longs, being confident because God has dready
given the Spirit as aguarantee. So while he must walk by faith, and not by sght, he makesit hisam to
be pleasing to the Lord, before Whom he knows he will one day stand to give an account (1-10).

Paul then describes his"devotion” asit pertainsto hisministry. Motivated by his knowledge of the
terror of the Lord, he persuades men. He endeavors to serve God and his brethren in such away that
the Corinthians will be able to provide a defense to those who judge only by gppearance. Throughout it
dl, itisthelove of Chrigt which congtrains Paul to live no longer for himsdf but for the Lord. Unlike his
detractors, he no longer judges people based upon appearances, for he knowsthat if oneisin Chrigt, he
isanew creation (11-17).

Findly, Paul depicts the work of God in Chrigt as one in which God is reconciling the world to Himself.

Paul's own roleisthat of an "ambassador for Chrigt”, who has been entrusted with the "minisiry of
reconciliation” so he might implore people on God's behdf that they be reconciled to God (18-21).

OUTLINE

|. THE "HOPEFUL" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (1-10)

A. THE PROMISE OF A "BUILDING" FROM GOD (1-5)
1. A house not made with hands, to replace the "earthly tent” (1)
2. Inthis"earthly tent" we groan (2-4)
a. Earnedtly desiring to be clothed with the habitation from heaven (2)
b. Soasnot to found "naked", and that mortaity may be swallowed up by life (3-4)
3. God has prepared us for this very thing, and has given the Spirit as a guarantee (5)

B. WHAT THISPROMISE PRODUCESIN PAUL (6-10)
1. Confidence... (6-8)
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a.  Knowing that at home in the body means absence from the Lord, necessitating waking
by faith and not by sght (6-7)
b. Preferring to be absent from the body and present with the Lord (8)
2. Anamto bewdl pleasng to Chrig (9-10)
a. Whether present or absent (9)
b. Forwemus al be judged by Christ (10)

II. THE "DEVOTED" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (11-17)

A. MOTIVATED BY THE FEAR OF THE LORD (11-13)
1. Knowing theterror of the Lord, he persuades men (11a)
2. Heisaware both God and they know him well (11b)
3. Hisdedreisto so livein sarvice to God and them (no matter what some may think of him)
that they may find reason to glory in him (12-13)

B. MOTIVATED BY THE LOVE OF CHRIST (14-17)
1. Condraned by thelove of Christ who died for dl, he now livesfor Him (14-15)
2. He ceases to make superficia judgments based upon appearance, even as he had once
done with Chrigt (16)
3. Foronein Christisanew crestion, and al things have become new (17)

1. THE "RECONCILING" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (18-21)

A. PAUL HASBEEN GIVEN A MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION (18-19)
1. Hehimsdf has been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ (18a)
2. God has given him the ministry of reconciliation (18b-19)
a. Thereconciliation of the world is actudly God'swork in Chrigt (19a)
b. The"word of reconciliation” has been committed to Paul (19b)

B. PAUL PLEADSWITH THEM TO BE RECONCILED TO GOD (20-21)
1. Asambassadors of Chrigt, pleading for God and on Chrigt's behdf (20)
2. For Chrigt became sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (21)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The"hopeful” nature of Paul's ministry (1-10)
- The"devoted" nature of Paul's ministry (11-17)
- The"reconciling” nature of Paul's ministry (18-21)

2) What did Paul know he would haveif his" earthly house" were destroyed? (1)
- A building from God, a house not made with hands, eterna in the heavens

3) What was Paul's earnest desire? (2)
- To be clothed with the habitation from heaven
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4) What has God given usasa " guarantee" of the"life" to come? (5)
- The Spirit

5) What remainsour condition whilewe are™" at homein the body" ? (6)
- We are absent from the Lord

6) What doesour present condition requireof usin our daily " walk" ? (7)
- Towak by faith, not by sght

7) What isthe desire of the" confident" Christian? (8)
- To be absent from the body and present with the Lord

8) What istheaim of " confident" Christian? (9)
- To bewell pleasing to the Lord

9) Beforewhat must we all one day appear? (10)
- The judgment seat of Christ

10) What moved Paul to try and per suade men? (11)
- Knowing the terror of the Lord

11) What motivated Paul to live for Jesus Christ? (14-15)
- Thelove of Chrigt, who died for him

12) What isthe condition of onein Christ? (17)
- A new cregtion

13) Through Whom has God reconciled usto Himsdf? (18)
- Jesus Christ

14) What two descriptive phrases does Paul usein reference to the gospel that was committed
to him? (18-19)
- The minigtry of reconciliation
- The word of reconciliation

14) How has God reconciled usto Himself? (19)
- By not imputing our trespasses to us

15) How does Paul view hisrolein this" ministry of reconciliation” ? (20)
- As an ambassador for Christ

16) How isit possible that we can become " the righteousness of God" in Chrigt? (21)
- God has made Jesus who knew no sinto be sin for us
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Six

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) To seehow Paul's ministry commended itsdf to others
2) To appreciate the need for having "hearts wide open”

3) To undergtand the principle of "separation”, and why we cannot be unequaly yoked with
unbdlievers

SUMMARY

At the close of chapter five, Paul described himsdf as an ambassador for Christ who pleads on God's
behdf for people to be reconciled to God. With that thought in mind, he makes a specid pleafor the
Corinthians not to recelve God's grace in vain, reminding them that now isthe time for salvation (1-2).

In the ninth and fina description of his apostolic ministry, Paul focuses on the "approved” nature of his
ministry. Determined not to give offense nor reason for blame, Paul has acted commendably. Thisis
seen in the physica sufferings he has endured and the spiritua graces he has displayed. Even the
conflicting reactions and reports by others, aong with the various experiences described in a contrasting
manner, help to confirm that his minigtry is"gpproved” (3-10).

At this point, Paul makes an gpped to the Corinthians. With a heart that is wide open to them, he begs
for them to open wide their hearts to him aswell. Then he pleads with them not to be unequaly yoked
with unbelievers, in order that they might receive the promises of everlagting fellowship with God as their
Father (11-18).

OUTLINE

|. THE"APPROVED" NATURE OF PAUL'SMINISTRY (1-10)

A. AN ENTREATY NOT TO RECEIVE GOD'SGRACE IN VAIN (1-2)
1. Made by those who are God's co-workers (1)
2. For the"day of savation" spoken of in Isaiah 49:8 has arrived (2)

B. PAUL'SMINISTRY AN APPROVED ONE (3-10)
1. Giving no offense, he seeks to commend himsdf asaminiger of God in dl things (3-4a)
Physica sufferings endured as a miniger (4a-5)
Spiritud graces demongtrated as aminister (6-7)
Conflicting reactions and reports by others toward him as a minister (8)
5. Contragting experiences asaminister (9-10)
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II. PAUL'SPLEA TO THE CORINTHIANS (11-18)

A. TO OPEN WIDE THEIR HEARTS (11-13)

1. Paul's own openness towards the Corinthians (11)
a. Hehas spoken fredy (11a)
b. Hisown heart iswide open (11b)

2. The Corinthians likewise need to be open (12-13)
a. They areredricted by their own affections (12)
b. Asafather pleadswith his children, Paul gppedls to them to reciprocate by being open

tohim (13)

B. TO BE SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD (14-18)

1. Do not be unequally yoked with unbdievers (14-16a)

a.  Righteousness has no fellowship with lawlessness (14b)

Light has no communion with darkness (14c)
Chrigt has no accord with Bdid (15a)
A believer has no part with an unbeliever (15b)
The temple of God has no agreement with idols (16a)
Impllcatl ons of the promise given to the temple of God (16b-7:1)
a. Asthetemple of God, God has promised to dwell and wak among us (16b)
b. Therefore, we must be separate if we wish to be the children of God (17-18)

®ao o

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The"gpproved" nature of Paul's ministry (1-10)
- Paul's pleato the Corinthians (11-18)

2) How does Paul describe himsdlf as he pleadswith the Corinthiansto not receive the grace
of God in vain? (1)
- Asworkers together with Him

3) Why was Paul so careful not to give offensein anything? (3)
- So that his ministry would not be blamed

4) List some of the physical sufferings which commended Paul asa minister of God (4-5)
- Tribulations, gtripes, imprisonments, tumults

5) Ligt those areaswhere Paul demonstrated hisintegrity asa minister of God (6-7)
- Purity, knowledge, longsuffering, kindness, sncere love, the Holy Spirit, the word of truth, the
power of God, the armor of righteousness

6) List the contrasting experiences Paul had asa minister of God (9-10)
- Unknown, yet well-known
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- Dying, yet dive

- Chastened, yet not killed

- Sorrowful, yet dwaysrgoicing

- Poor, yet making many rich

- Having nothing, yet possessing dl things

7) How does Paul describe his affection toward the Corinthians? (11)
- His heart iswide open

8) What does he say about the Corinthians affectionstoward him? (12)
- They were redtricted

9) What charge does Paul give concerning our relation to thosein thewor|d? (14)
- Not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers

10) List the contrasting pairsthat Paul usesto show theincongruity of believersbeing
unequally yoked with unbelievers (14-16)
- Righteousness vs. lawlessness
- Light vs. darkness
- Chrigt vs. Bdid
- Believer vs. unbdliever
- Temple of God vs. idols

11) What isnecessary to receive the promise of having God as our Father who dwells among
us? (17-18)
- Come out from among them and be separate
- Do not touch what is unclean
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Seven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To see how God can use others to comfort us
2) To understand true repentance: what leadsto it, and what is the evidence that it has occurred

SUMMARY

Chapter seven begins with Paul summarizing his pleas to the Corinthians made in the previous chapter.
Again he cdlsfor spiritud purity, and for "hearts wide open” (1-3).

Paul returns now to a point where he left off in chapter two, his anxiety when searching for Titus (cf.
2:12-13). After arriving in Macedonia, he finds him and the report Titus has from the church in Corinth
isasource of great comfort and joy to Paul. Indeed, even the manner in which Titus was received by
the Corinthiansfilled Paul with joy (4-7).

The Corinthians had received a previous letter from Paul with much sorrow, but with a godly sorrow
that led to true repentance. Paul could see that, and he wanted them to know it was only out of care for
them he had written it (8-12). Thus, the way they had received Titus and Paul's letter, rendering quick
obedience, gave Paul confidence in the Corinthians (13-16).

OUTLINE

|. PAUL'SPLEA TO THE CORINTHIANS (1-3)

A. APLEA FORHOLINESS(1)
1. Inview of the promises given (1a)
2. By deansng oursalves from dl filthiness (1b)
3. By pefecting holinessin the fear of God (1c)
-- Thisisasummary of the pleafound in 6:14-18

B. APLEA FOR THEM TO OPEN THEIR HEARTS (2-3)
1. Toopentheir heartsfor Paul and his companions (2a)
2. For they have done no wrong to anyone (2b)
3. Not said to condemn, but out of love (3)
-- Thisisareptition of the pleafound in 6:11-13

II. PAUL'SCOMFORT AND JOY (4-16)

A. COMFORTED BY THE COMING OF TITUS (4-6)
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1. Paul's boldness made possible by his comfort and joy (4)
2. Arriving in Macedonia, Paul wastroubled (5)
3. But God comforted him by the arrivd of Titus (6; cf. 2:12-13)

B. COMFORTED BY HEARING OF THEIR REPENTANCE (7-12)
1. Titus bore good news of their repentance (7)
Thelr repentance made him glad he had written the earlier epistle (8)
He was glad their sorrow was that godly sorrow which leads to true repentance (9-10)
The evidence of their godly sorrow (11)
Even so, heinitially wrote out of a desre to express his care for them (12)

absonN

C. HISJOY IN THE JOY OF TITUS(13-16)

Comforted in their comfort, he dso rgjoiced seeing the joy of Titus (13a)
Titus spirit had been refreshed by the Corinthians (13b)

The Corinthians had lived up to the reputation Paul have given them (14)
Titus grew in hislove for them by the way they received him (15)

All thisincreased Paul's joy and confidence in the Corinthians (16)

o wbdpE

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

What arethe main points of this chapter?
- Paul's pleato the Corinthians (1-3)
- Paul's comfort and joy (4-16)

In view of the promisesin the preceding chapter, what two things does Paul admonish usto
do? (1)

- Cleans= oursdlves from dl filthiness of the flesh and spirit

- Perfecting holiness in the fear of God

What plea does Paul repeat that was made in chapter six? (2)
- Open your heartsto us

What was Paul's condition when he first came to Macedonia? (5)
- His flesh had no re<t, troubled on every side
- Outside were conflicts, insgde were fears

How did God comfort him in Macedonia? (6-7)

- By the coming of Titus

- By the consolation Titus had in the earnest desire, mourning, and zed of the Corinthians toward
Peul

What about the Corinthians sorrow led Paul to rejoice? (9)
- Their sorrow led to repentance

What isthe difference between " godly sorrow" and " sorrow of theworld" ? (10)
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- Godly sorrow produces repentance to savation
- Sorrow of the world produces death

8) Name seven thingsthat demonstrated the Corinthians godly sorrow (11)
- Diligence
- Clearing of themsdlves
- Indignation
- Fear
- Vehement desire
- Zed
- Vindication

9) Why had Paul written to the Corinthians? (12)
- That his care for them in the sight of God might be apparent

10) What gave Paul comfort and joy? (13)
- The comfort of the Corinthians gave him comfort
- Thejoy of Tituswho had been refreshed by the Corinthians gave him joy

11) What had served toincrease Titus affection for the Corinthians? (15)
- Their obedience
- How they received him in fear and trembling

12) What else gave Paul joy? (16)
- The confidence he hed in the Corinthians in dl things
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Eight

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To see how Paul mativated othersin thar giving

2) To ascertain what principles ought to govern our giving

3) To gppreciate the honorable manner in which Paul handled the collection for needy saints
SUMMARY

At this point Paul addresses an issue that occupied much of hisinterest during his missonary journeys.
the collection for the needy Chrigtiansin Judea (cf. Ga 2:9-10; Ro 15:25-28; 1 Co 16:1-2). Inthis
letter, two entire chapters are devoted to the subject.

He begins by mentioning the churchesin Macedonia. Despite agreet trid of affliction and their own
deep poverty, their abundance of joy and eagerness to participate in this ministry resulted in great
liberdity (1-5).

Having sent Titusto assist the Corinthians in carrying through with their own desire to give, Paul exhorts
them not only by the example of the Macedonians but by the example of Jesus Chrigt (6-9). Sinceitis
to their advantage that they complete what they began ayear earlier, Paul reminds them of the principles
that ought to govern their giving. These principles involve willingness, ability, and equdity (10-15).

In an effort to do everything honorable in the sight of others, the collection is to be handled by three men
other than Paul. Titusisone, but the other two men are unnamed. However, they are well known and
proven in their service to the Lord. Paul encourages the Corinthians to demondtrate to these men and to
al the churches the proof of their love in this collection and that Paul's boasting about the church in
Corinth was not in vain (16-24).

OUTLINE

|. MACEDONIA'SEXAMPLE IN GIVING (1-5)

A. AFFLICTED AND POOR, THEY ABOUNDED IN LIBERALITY (1-2)
1. God's grace was bestowed upon the churches of Macedonia (1)
2. Dexpite affliction and deep poverty, with an abundance of joy their poverty abounded in
riches of liberdity (2)

B. PAUL'SOBSERVATION OF THEIR GIVING (3-5)
1. They gave beyond ther ability (3a)
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They gave willingly (3b)

They implored Paul to accept their contribution (4)

4. Beyond Paul's expectations, they gave themsalves firg to the Lord and then to Paul as God
willed (5)

w

II. PAUL'SEXHORTATION TO THE CORINTHIANS (6-15)

A. TOABOUND IN THISGRACE (6-7)
1. Tituswas sent to complete this grace in them (6)
2. Asthey abounded in many other things, Paul encourages them to abound in thisaso (7)

B. TOBE MOTIVATED BY THE EXAMPLES OF OTHERS (8-9)
1. Not by commandment, but the example of others Paul seeksto test their love (8)
2. Remembering the example of Jesus, through whose poverty we becamerrich (9)

C. TOCOMPLETE WHAT THEY STARTED (10-11)
1. Itistother advantage to complete what they started ayear before (10)
2. Sothat thereisnot only adesireto do it, but the completion of it aswell (11)

D. TOGIVEWILLINGLY AND ACCORDING TOABILITY (12
1. Theemud firg beawilling mind (12a)
2. Then it should be according to what one has (12b)

E. TOGIVE SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE EQUALITY (13-15)
1. Paul does not desire that they burden themselves to ease others (13)
2. But that their abundance might supply others lack, so there can be equdity (14)
3. Asinthe case of gathering manna, recorded in Exodus 16:18 (15)

II.THE MESSENGERS ADMINISTERING THE COLLECTION (16-24)

A. TITUS(16-17)
1. Paul could seethat God put earnest care for the Corinthians in Titus heart (16)
2. For he not only accepted the encouragement to go, but went on his own accord (17)

B. ABROTHER WHOSE PRAISE ISIN THE GOSPEL (18-21)
1. Not mentioned by name, but whose praise was known by dl the churches (18)
2. Chosen by the churchesto travel with Paul, so that none would question Paul's handling of
the collection (19-21)

C. ABROTHER OFTEN PROVED DILIGENT IN MANY THINGS (22)
1. Also not mentioned by name, but well proven (22a)
2. Known for his diligence, he was very diligent in view of Paul's confidence in the Corinthians
(22b)

D. SUMMARY COMMENTSABOUT THESE THREE MEN (23-24)
1. Titusis Paul's partner and fellow worker (23a)
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2. Thetwo unnamed brethren are messengers of the churches, the glory of Chrigt (23b)
3. Corinth encouraged to prove their love and Paul's boasting on their behalf to these
messengers (24)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What are the main points of this chapter?
- Macedonias examplein giving (1-5)
- Paul's exhortations to the Corinthians (6-15)
- The messengers administering the collection (16-24)

2) What wasthe condition of the churchesin Macedonia? Yet what did they havein
abundance? (2)
- They werein agreat trid of affliction and had deep poverty; their joy

3) What threethingsare said in how they gave? (3-4)
- Beyond their ability
- Fredy willing
- Imploring with much urgency that ther gift be received

4) How did they go beyond Paul's expectations? (5)
- By giving of themsdlvesfird to the Lord, and then to others

5) Why did Paul send Titus? (6)
- To complete this grace in them, i.e., hep them to prepare ther gift

6) What two examplesdid Paul use motivate them to give? (8-9)
- The diligence of others (e.g., the Macedonians)
- The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

7) What three guidelines does Paul giveto govern their giving? (12-14)
- There mugt firgt be awilling mind
- It isto be according to what one has
- Theideais equality

8) What three men were sent to administer thiscollection? (16,18,22)
- Titus
- The brother whose praise isin the gospel
- The brother who has often proved diligent in many things

9) Why wer e these men handling the collection, and not Paul? (20-21)
- To avoiding possible blame; to provide things honorable in the sight of the Lord and men

10) What did Paul want the Corinthiansto show to these men and the other churches? (24)
- The proof of their love and of Paul's boasting in them
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Nine

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To seehow Paul had used the Corinthians zed to mativate the Macedoniansin ther giving (whose
sacrificid giving had been used in chapter eight to motivate the Corinthians)

2) To gppreciate what kind of giving is pleasing to God

3) To seethe rdation between sowing and regping, and what is the proper use of what we have
reaped

4) To observe what acollection like this was designed to produce

SUMMARY

As he continues his discusson about the collection for the needy saints, Paul confesses that hiswriting
may be superfluous. Thet is because he knows their willingness of which he boasted to the
Macedonians, who in turn were stirred up by the zedl of the Corinthians. Y et Paul fdt it necessary to
send the messengers to ensure that the Corinthians had their gift ready, and that it was one of true
generogty and not out of a grudging obligation. To find them unprepared would be embarrassing to
both Paul and the Corinthians (1-5).

That they might give liberdly, Paul reminds them of the principle of sowing and regping, and that God
loves achearful giver. He aso writes of God's ability to give them an abundance for every good work,
and praysthat God will multiply the seed they have sown so they will be enriched in al things for even
more liberdity on their part (6-11).

He concludes this section by pointing out the effect this collection will have. It not only suppliesthe
needs of the saints, it will abound in thanksgiving and praise to God, and produce prayers and

longing in the hearts of the recipients for their benefactors. This prompts Paul to give thanks to God, for
it is He who makes these things possible (12-15)!

OUTLINE

. PURPOSE OF THE MESSENGERS (1-5)

A. PAUL'SWRITING MAY BE SUPERFLUOUS (1-2)
1. For he knowstheir willingness, of which he boasted to the Macedonians (1-2a)
2. Ther zed had dtirred up the mgority (2b)

B. BUT PAUL STILL BELIEVED THE MESSENGERS WERE NECESSARY (3-5)
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1. Les hisboagting of them bein vain (3-4)
2. To make sure the Corinthians were prepared with their gift (5a)
3. Toensurethat ther gift was one of generosity, and not of a grudging obligation (5b)

ENCOURAGEMENT TO GIVE LIBERALLY (6-15)

A. FOR ONE REAPSWHAT THEY SOW (6)

1. Hewho sows sparingly will regp sparingly (6a)
2. Hewho sows bountifully will regp bountifully (6b)

B. FOR GOD LOVESA CHEERFUL GIVER (7)
1. Each one must give asthey have purposed in their heart (7a)
2. Not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves chearful giving (7b)

C. FOR GOD WILL INCREASE THEIR ABILITY TO DO GOOD (8-11)
1. Godisableto give an abundance for every good work (8-9)
2. A prayer that God will supply and increase the fruits of their righteousness (10)
3. Sothat their enrichment will produce more liberdity, leading many to give thanks (11)

D. FOR THE EFFECT IT HAS (12-15)
1. It suppliesthe needs of the saints (12a)
2. It produces many thanksgivings to God (12b)
3. It causes peopleto glorify God for the Corinthians obedience to the gospel and their libera
sharing (13)
4. It creates prayer and longing for the Corinthians by the recipients of the gift (14)
-- All this prompting Paul to thank God for thiswonderful gift! (15)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

What are the main points of this chapter?
- Purpose of the messengers (1-5)
- Encouragement to give liberdly (6-15)

Why was Paul'swriting to the Corinthians about this collection superfluous? (1-2)
- For he knew of their willingness, of which he boasted to the Macedonians
- Their zed had tirred up the mgjority

Why wer e the messenger s being sent? (3-5)
- Lest Paul's boasting about the Corinthians bein vain
- That their gift might be ready, and one of generosity

What istherdation between sowing and reaping? (6)
- Asyou sow, so shal you regp (cf. Ga6:7)

What kind of giving pleases God? (7)
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- Chearful giving, not grudgingly or of necessty

6) What isGod ableto do? (8a)
- Make dl grace abound toward us, that we might have dl sufficiency in dl things

7) What isthe purpose of the abundance we receive from God? (8b)
- For every good work

8) Why did Paul pray that God supply and multiply the seed sown by the Corinthians? (10)
- To increase the fruits of their righteousness

9) When oneisenriched in everything, for what purposeisit? (11)
- For dl liberdity

10) What four things did the administration of this service (the collection) supply? (12-14)
- The needs of the saints
- Many thanksgivings to God
- Glory to God for the givers obedience to the gospel and their liberd sharing
- Prayer and longing for the giversin the hearts of the recipients
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Ten

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To understand the nature of the war in which we are engaged, and to appreciate the wegpons we
have that are "mighty in God"

2) To seethefally of judging others by outward appearance, and in comparing ourselves with others
SUMMARY

Having concluded his discussion on the collection for the saints, Paul now returns to his own defense,
especidly asit pertains to his conduct and authority as an gpostle of Jesus Christ. He pleads with them
in the meekness and gentleness of Chrit, hoping that by so doing it will not be necessary to use
boldnessin their presence against some who think Paul conducts himsdlf according to the flesh (1-2).
While he admits that he walks in the flesh, he does not war according to the flesh since he has weapons
that are mighty in God and effective for winning arguments and bringing others to obey Christ (3-6).

He then responds directly in regards to his detractors. Some were evidently judging Paul on outward
appearance, that while he sounded weighty and powerful in hiswriting, his physica presence was weak
and contemptible. But Paul's authority as an gpostle of Jesus Christ was real, and what he was in word
when absent, he could be in deed when present (7-11).

We can dso infer that some of Paul's detractors took pride in comparing themsdaves with others. Such
a practice was unwise, and Paul was one who would boast only in those areas in which God had
gppointed him to serve. That would include the Corinthians themselves, for Paul would only go to areas
where the gospd had not been preached and that is how they had cometo believe. Reminding them of
this, Paul had hope that they would assist him in preaching the gospdl in regions beyond them. He then
admonishes them to boast only in the Lord, and to remember that not he who commends himself is
approved, but whom the Lord commends (12-18).

OUTLINE

I. PAUL PROVIDES AN EXPLANATION FOR HIS CONDUCT (1-6)

A. HE PLEADSWITH THEM IN MEEKNESS AND GENTLENESS (1-2)
1. With great emphas's, he stresses that he himsdif is pleading with them by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ (1a)
2. It gppearstha some misread Paul's humility in person as weakness, and that only in
absence was he bold (1b)
3. But heishoping that it not be necessary for him to have the confident boldnessheis
prepared to use againgt those who misread Paul (2)
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B. THE NATURE OF THE WARFARE, AND WEAPONSMIGHTY IN GOD (3-6)

1.
2.
3.

While waking in the flesh, he does not war according to flesh (3)

For the weapons he uses are not carna, but they are mighty in God (4a)

Such weapons are capable of:

a. PRulling down strongholds (4b)

b. Cadting down arguments and every high thing that exatsitsaf againg the knowledge of
God (5a)

c. Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Chrigt (5b)

d. Being ready to punish dl disobedience when their obedience isfulfilled (6)

II. PAUL'SRESPONSE TO HISDETRACTORS (7-18)

A. TO THOSE WHO JUDGE ON OUTWARD APPEARANCE (7-11)

1.
2.

3.

4,

No matter how it might look, rest assured that Paul is Chrigt's (7)

Even if it were necessary to boast about the authority the Lord gave him, Paul would not be
ashamed (8)

There were some who thought Paul hid behind his letters, while in person he was wesk
(9-10)

Y et Paul was ready to bein person what he wasin hisletters (11)

B. TO THOSE WHO BOAST OF THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS (12-18)

1.

2.

3.
4,

5.

6.

Paul consdered it unwise to compare himsdlf with those who measured themselves by
others around them (12)

If Paul boasted, it would only bein that area God had chosen for him, which included the
Corinthians themsdves (13-14)

He would not boast in other men's labors (15a)

He had hope that the Corinthians would help him to preach the gospel where others had not
gone (15b-16a)

In that way he would not boast in ancther's man accomplishments, but only in that which the
Lord enabled him (16b-17)

In the end, only the one whom the Lord commendsis approved (18)

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Paul provides an explanation for his conduct (1-6)
- Paul's response to his detractors (7-18)

2) With what two qualities of Christ-like character does Paul plead with the Corinthians? (1)
- Meekness
- Gentleness

3) What does Paul hope would not be necessary when he was with them in person? (2)
- To act in abold manner againgt some
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9)
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Though Paul walksin the flesh, what does he not do? (3)
- War according to the flesh

In what four ways are the weapons of our warfare" mighty in God" ? (4-6)

- Pulling down srongholds

- Cadting down arguments and every high thing that exdts itsdf againg the knowledge of God
- Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ

- Ready to punish dl disobedience when one's obedience is fulfilled

Upon what basis wer e some people evidently evaluating Paul? (7)
- His outward appearance

What accusations wer e being made against Paul? (10)
- His letters are weighty and powerful, but his bodily presence iswesk and his speech contemptible

What did Paul tell such peopleto consider? (11)
- That what he was in |etters when absent, so he will be in deed when present

What did Paul say was an unwise practice? (12)
- To measure one's sf by others

10) In what area was Paul willing to boast? (13-16)

- That in which God had appointed him (i.e., preaching the gospd where others had not gone), and
not in other men's labors

11) In whom should we glory? (17)

- The Lord

12) In theend, whoisit that is approved? (18)

- He whom the Lord commends
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Eleven

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Tounderstand why Paul felt it necessary to engage in "foolish boasting”
2) To see how one might be mided by "fase gpostles’ and "deceitful workers'

3) To gppreciate the great amount of suffering Paul endured as a minister of Christ

SUMMARY

As Paul continues defending his gpogtalic authority, he findsit necessary to engage in "alittle folly.” He
does so out of concern for their faithfulness to Christ and his fear that others may have corrupted their
minds from the smplicity thet isin Chrig (1-4). He dso explains why he did not accept support from
them. Evidently this was the basis for charges againgt him by those who considered themsdves "the
most eminent gpostles’. But Paul, who had good reasons for not accepting their support, recognizes
these detractors as they realy were: "fase apostles’ and "deceitful workers' (5-15).

While not desiring to act foolishly, he finds it necessary since it seems that the Corinthians are so willing
to accept those who do (16-21). With some foolish boldness, then, Paul clams equd footing with his
detractors asit pertains to physical heritage. But when it comesto service asaminister of Chrigt, he far
surpasses them asis evident in the things he suffered.  After listing many examples of suffering, he
concludes that if he must boast it will be in the things which concern hisinfirmity, giving his escgpe from
Damascus as an illudration (22-33).

OUTLINE

|. THENECESSTY FOR SOME "FOOLISH BOASTING" (1-21)

A. OUT OF CONCERN FOR THEIR FAITHFULNESS (1-4)
1. Heresortsto alittle folly, because with godly jedlousy he seeksto present them as a chaste
virginto Chrigt (1-2)
2. Because of ther seeming willingness to recelve those who offer a different Jesus, spirit, and
gospd, he fears that their minds may be corrupted (3-4)

B. BECAUSE OF COMPARISON WITH FALSE APOSTLES (5-15)
1. Though untrained in peech, it is not the case with knowledge, and Paul has demongtrated
that he is not inferior to the "most eminent gpostles’ (5-6)
2. Thereasons he refused to accept support from them (7-12)
a.  While with them, he received support from other churches (7-9a)
b. Heisdetermined to continue this practice of not being a burden to them (9b-10)
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c. Not because he does not |ove them, but to cut off opportunity for those who wish to be
regarded as Paul in matters of which they boast (11-12)
3. Theseboagters are "fdse apostles’ (13-15)
a.  Asdecatful workers, they transform themselves into apostles of Chrigt (13)
b. Thisisno great marvd, for if Satan transforms himsdf into an angd of light, amilar
tactics can be expected of his ministers (14-15)

C. WITH GREAT RELUCTANCE (16-21)
1. For those who think Paul as afoal, then receive him as afool as he begins to boast (16)
2. Boadting isfoolish and not of the Lord, but seeing that many boast and they seem to put up
with them gladly in their wisdom, then Paul will boast too (17-19)
3. Sincethey seem willing to endure those who abuse them, Paul will be bold and boast alittle
aswel (20-21)

II. THE GROUNDSFOR HIS" FOOLISH BOASTING" (22-33)

A. HISPHYSICAL HERITAGE (22)
1. Like hisopponents, Heis a Hebrew
2. Likehisopponents, Heisan Isadite
3. Like hisopponents, Heis of the seed of Abraham

B. HISSACRIFICIAL SERVICE ASA MINISTER OF CHRIST (23-33)
1. Itisfoolishto spesk of his opponents as ministers of Chrig, but if so, Paul is one much
more (23a)
2. He haslabored more, and suffered more, than they (23b)
3. A lig of the suffering Paul endured as a minister of Chrigt (24-29)
a. Fivetimes he was beaten with 39 stripes by the Jews (24)
Three times he was been with rods (25a)
Once he was stoned (25b)
Three times he was shipwrecked (25¢)
A night and aday in the deep (25d)
Miscellaneous perils on his many journeys (26)
Miscdllaneous discomforts (27)
His daily concern for the condition of churches (28-29)
4, If he mugt boagt, then let it be concerning hisinfirmity (30-33)
a. His"infirmity" (possibly his"thornin the flesh”" of 11:7-10) was the persecution he
endured in service to Christ
b. Asanexample, having to flee Damascus (31-33)

S@ropooCoT

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- The necessity for some "foolish boasting” (1-21)
- The grounds for his "foolish boagting” (22-33)
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2) How did Paul desireto present the Corinthiansto Christ? (2)
- Asachagevirgin

3) What was Paul fearful of concerning the Corinthians? (3)
- That their minds may be corrupted from the smplicity that isin Chrigt

4) What werethey seemingly willing to put up with? (4)
- Those who preach a different Jesus, offer a different spirit, and a different gospel

5) In what area did Paul concedethat hewas untrained? In what area wasthis not so? (6)
- In speech; in knowledge

6) What practice of Paul evidently was used as a charge against him? (7)
- Preaching of the gospel of God free of charge

7) Whileat Corinth, from whom did Paul receive support? (8-9)
- Other churches, brethren from Macedonia

8) Why would Paul continue the practice of not accepting support from the Corinthians? (12)
- To cut off opportunity for those who wish to boast that they are just like Paul

9) How does Paul describe these opponents of his? (13)
- False apodtles, deceitful workers

10) How does Satan often transform himself? And his ministers? (14-15)
- Asan angd of light; as ministers of righteousness

11) How did Paul view the confidence of boasting? (17)
- Not according to the Lord; as foolishness

12) Then why does Paul engage in such boasting? (18-19)
- Because many others were doing it, and the Corinthians seem to gladly accept them

13) In what three wayswas Paul equal to his opponents? (22)
- Hewas aHebrew, an Isradlite, and of the seed of Abraham

14) Lig five things endured by Paul asa minister of Christ (24-25)
- Five times he was beaten with 39 stripes - Three times he was shipwrecked
- Three times he was beaten with rods - A night and aday he spent in the deep
- Once he was stoned

15) If Paul must boast, in what would he boast? (30)
- In the things that concern hisinfirmity

16) What event does herelate as an example of hisinfirmity? (31-33)
- The escape from the governor of Damascus
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Twelve

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER
1) Toundersand why the Lord alowed Paul to suffer so much persecution

2) To seewhy Paul took pleasure in hisinfirmities suffered for Chrigt's sske
SUMMARY

Wefind Paul compelled to continue his "foolish boagting”. Coming to the issue of visons and
revelations of the Lord, he describes "aman in Christ" (most commentators believe Paul has reference
to himsdlf) who fourteen years before had been caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words
unlawful to utter. Paul would boast of "such aone’, but in direct reference to himsdf he would only
boadt in his"infirmities’, lest people think too highly of him (1-6).

Lest he be exated above measure because of the abundance of revelations he had received, a"thorn in
the flesh” (S0 described as a"messenger of Satan™) was given to buffet him (that is, to keep him
humble). When he asked the Lord on three separate occasions to remove it, the Lord's reply was that
His grace was sufficient and His strength was made complete in times of weakness. This prompted Paul
to take plessurein his "infirmities’ endured for Christ's sake (which | believe to have been the "thorn in
the flesh™). For when he was wesk, the power of Chrigt in him made him strong (7-10).

Paul's "foolish boasting” concludes with amild rebuke for their compelling him to do it, for it is they who
should have commended him. Indeed, while with them he demondrated the "signs of an gpogtl€’ (Sgns,
wonders, mighty deeds) that clearly showed he was not in anyway behind "the most eminent apostles’.
The only charge that could be brought against him? He had not accepted support from them like he had
from other churches (11-13).

The remaining part of this chapter is filled with an expresson of love and concern for them. He explains
again why he will not accept support from them: like parents for their children, Paul will gladly spend
and be spent for their souls. Neither he nor those he sent to them had taken advantage of them in any
way, and have sought to do al thingsfor ther edification (14-19). Finaly, he expresses hisfear that
when he comes the conditions will not be what he and they wish. Heisfearful that there will be dl sorts
of drife, and that many of those who have sinned will not have repented (20-21).

OUTLINE

|. PAUL'S"FOOLISH BOASTING" CONTINUES (1-13)

A. THE VISION OF PARADI SE (1-6)
1. Though such boasting is not profitable, Paul finds it necessary to discuss visons and
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revelaions of the Lord (1)
2. Hewrites of one (possibly himsdlf) who:

a. Was caught up to the third heaven, that is, Paradise (2-4a)

b. Heard inexpressible words, unlawful for aman to utter (4b)
3. Of such aone Paul would boast, but not of himself, except in isinfirmities (5)
4. Hisconcernisthat people might think too highly of him (6)

B. THE THORN IN THE FLESH (7-10)
1. That he not be exated above measure by the abundance of hisrevelations, he was given a
thorn in the flesh (7)
a. Cdled amessenger of Satan
b. Desgned to buffet him
2. He pleaded with the Lord that this "thorn" might depart from him (8-9a)
a. Hedid sothreetimes(8)
b. TheLordsreply (9a)
1) "My graceissufficient for you"
2) "My drength is made perfect in weskness'
3. Thisled Paul to boast in hisinfirmities, for in his weskness the power of Christ has
opportunity to make him strong (9b-10)

C. THE SSIGNSOF AN APOSTLE (11-13)
1. Hewas compeled to engage in foolish boasting by those who ought to have commended
him (11a)
a.  For in nothing was he behind "the most eminent gposties’ (11b)
b. For among them he accomplished the sSigns of an gpostle: sgns, wonders, and mighty
deeds (12)
2. Hisonly mistake? He had not been afinancid burden to them! (13)

II. PAUL'SLOVE AND CONCERN (14-21)

A. HISLOVE FOR THEM (14-19)
1. Ready to comefor thethird time, he will not be burdensome to them (14-16)
a. Hedoes not seek what isthers, but them (14a)
b. Like parents providing for their children, he will gladly spend and be spent for their souls
(14b-15a)
c. Eventhoughit ssemsto jeopardize ther love for him (15b)
2. Some have taken this to be craftiness and guile on his part (16-19a)
a. But he asks them whether he has taken advantage of them by any of those he had sent
to them (17-18)
b. He needsno excuse, for he does dl things for their edification (19)

B. HISCONCERN FOR THEM (20-21)
1. Hisfear isthat when he comes, they will not find one another the way they wish (20a)
2. Hisfear isthat there will dl sorts of grife (20b)
3. Hisfear istha hewill find many of them unrepentant of their sns (21)
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REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Paul's "foolish boasting” continues (1-13)
- Paul's love and concern (14-21)

2) AsPaul continues his" foolish boasting” , what does he now cometo? (1)
- Visgons and revelaions of the Lord

3) Wherewasthe" manin Chrigt" taken? What did he hear? (2-4)
- To the third heaven (Paradise); inexpressible words, unlawful for aman to utter

4) Of himsdf, in what would Paul boast? About what was he concer ned? (5-6)
- In hisinfirmities; lest anyone think of him too highly

5) Why was Paul given "athorn in theflesh" ? (7)
- Lest he be exalted above measure by the abundance of revelations he received

6) How many timesdid Paul plead with the Lord to removethe" thorn"? What did theLord
respond? (8-9)
- Three times, "My graceis sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weskness."

7) Inwhat, then, did Paul chooseto boast? Why? (9-10)
- Hisinfirmitiesfor Chrigt's sake
- That Chrigt's power might rest upon him and make him strong

8) What werethe " signsof an apostle" that Paul had done among the Corinthians? (12)
- Signs, wonders, and mighty deeds

9) What did Paul do that some charged made the Corinthiansinferior to other churches? (13)
- He had not been a burden to them (i.e., had not accept monetary support)

10) Why would Paul continue not to be a burden to them? (15)
- He would very glad spend and be spent for their souls, like a parent does for achild

11) What was the motive behind all that Paul did for the Corinthians? (19)
- Their edification

12) What was Paul afraid might occur when he got to Corinth? (20)
- Contentions, jedlousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits,
tumults

13) What was Paul afraid of finding when he got to Corinth? (21)
- That some of them had not repented of their uncleanness, fornication, and licentiousness
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The Second Epistle To The Corinthians
Chapter Thirteen

OBJECTIVESIN STUDYING THISCHAPTER

1) To appreciate that atime must come when discipline can no longer be spared
2) To seethe need for periodic self-examination in order to prove that Christ does indeed dwell in us
3) To notice what will ensure that the God of love and peace will be with us

SUMMARY

Inthisfina chapter, Paul makes find commentsin preparation for hiscoming. This being the third time
he is coming, there has been ample opportunity for those in need of repentance to do so. Especidly
snce they seek proof of Christ spesking in him, he will not spare them on thisvist (1-4).

His desire, however, isfor their faithfulness. He therefore encourages them to engage in self-
examination to prove whether or not they are in the faith, and whether Chrigt isin them (5-6). His
earnest prayer isthat they do no evil, but that which is honorable, and to be made complete. Itisin
keeping with this that he has written this epistle, and to avoid having to use sharpness when in thelr
presence (7-10).

Paul closes his epistle with exhortations designed to ensure that the God of love and peace will be with
them, some words of greetings, and a benediction that includes dl three Persons of the Godhead
(11-14).

OUTLINE

|. FINAL COMMENTSIN PREPARATION OF HISCOMING (1-10)

A. WARNING OF IMPENDING DISCIPLINE (1-4)
1. Thiswill be histhird visit, which will serve to verify their true condition (1)
2. With thisvist, he will not spare to exercise his authority in Chrigt (2)
3. Sincethey seek proof of Chrigt spesking in him (3-4)

B. EXHORTATION TO SELF-EXAMINATION (5-6)
1. To prove whether or not they are in the faith (5)
2. Histrugt isthat they will know that he is not disqudified (6)

C. HISDESIRE FOR THEIR FAITHFULNESS (7-9)
1. Hisprayer isthat they do no evil, but that which is honorable (7)
2. Not for his ske, for even if he should seem disqudified, he can do nothing againg the truth
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(7-8)
3. Hewill gladly be wegk if it means they are strong, for his prayer isthat they may be
complete (9)

D. HISPURPOSE IN WRITING THISEPISTLE (10)
1. Sothat when present he does not need to use sharpness
2. Whichisin keegping with the authority he has from the Lord for their edification

II. CONCLUDING REMARKS (11-14)

A. FINAL EXHORTATIONS (11)
1. Become complete
2. Beof good comfort
3. Beof onemind

4. Livein peace
--  For then the God of love and peace will be with them

B. GREETINGS (12-13)
1. Anadmonition to greet one another with aholy kiss (12)
2. Gredtings sent to them from the saints (13)

C. BENEDICTION (14)
1. Thegrace of the Lord Jesus Christ
2. Theloveof God
3. The communion of the Holy Spirit
-- Bewiththemdl. Amen

REVIEW QUESTIONSFOR THE CHAPTER

1) What arethe main points of thischapter?
- Find comments in preparation of his coming (1-10)
- Concluding Remarks (11-14)

2) What will bethe significance of Paul'sthird visit to them? (1)
- Sufficient evidence will have been gathered to make afind judgment ("By the word of two or
three witnesses every word shdl be established.”)

3) What isPaul'swar ning should he come again? (2)
- "1 will not spare”

4) What does Paul exhort them to do? (5)
- Examine themselves as to whether they arein faith
- Prove themsdlves

5) What was Paul's prayer for them? (7,9)
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- That they do no wrong, but that which is honorable
- That they may be made complete

6) Why was Paul writing this epistle? (10)
- Lest being present he might have to use sharpness

7) Inexpressng farewel, what four exhortations does he leave with them? (11)
- Become complete
- Be of good comfort
- Beof onemind

- Livein peace

8) Provided they heed these four exhortations, what blessing will they enjoy? (11)
- The God of love and peace will be with them

9) What final exhortation does he give to them? (12)
- To greet one another with aholy kiss

10) What three blessings does Paul pray for them as he closesthis epistle? (14)
- The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
- The love of God
- The communion of the Holy Spirit
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