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AN
. PREFACE.

| saiah to M alachi

Those books of scripture are all prophetical of which here, in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling, we have endeavoured a methodical explication and a practical improvement. |
call them prophetical because so they are for the main, though we have some histories (here and
there brought in for the illustration of the prophecies) and a book of Lamentations. Our Saviour
often puts the Law and the Prophets for all the Old Testament. The prophets, by waiving the
ceremonia precepts, and not insisting on them, but only on the weightier matters of the law, plainly
intimated the abolishing of that part of the law of M oses by the gospel; and by their many predictions
of Christ, and the kingdom of his grace, they intimated the accomplishing the perfecting of that
part of the law of Moses in the gospel. Thus the prophets were the nexus—the connecting bond
between the law and the gospel, and are therefore fitly placed between them.

These books, being prophetical, are, as such, divine, and of heavenly origin and extraction.
We have human laws, human histories, and human poems, aswell as divine ones, but we can have
no human prophecies. Wise and good men may make prudent conjectures concerning future events
(moral prognostications we call them); but it is essential to true prophecy that it be of God. The
learned Huetius® lays this down for one of his axioms, Omnis prophetica facultas a Deo est—The
prophetic talent is entirely from God; and he proves it to be the sense both of Jews and heathen
that it is God's prerogative to foresee things to come, and that whoever had such a power had it
from God. And therefore the Jews reckon all prophecy to be given by the highest degree of
inspiration, except that which was peculiar to Moses. When our Saviour asked the chief priests
whether John's baptism were from heaven or of men, they durst not say Of men, because the people
counted him a prophet, and, if so, then not of men. The Hebrew name for a prophet is nby'—a
speaker, preacher, or orator, a messenger, or interpreter, that delivers God's messages to the
children of men, as a herald to proclaim war or an ambassador to treat of peace. But then it must
be remembered that he was formerly called r'h or hsh, that is, a seer (1 Sam. ix. 9); for prophets,
with the eyes of their minds, first saw what they were to speak and then spoke what they had seen.

Prophecy, taken strictly, is the foretelling of things to come; and there were those to whom
God gave this power, not only that it might be a sign for the confirming of the faith of the church
concerning the doctrine preached when the things foretold should be fulfilled, but for warning,
instruction, and comfort, in prospect of what they themselves might not live to see accomplished,
but which should be fulfilled in its season: so predictions of things to come long after might be of
present use.

The learned Dr. Grew* describes prophecy in this sense to be, "A declaration of the divine
prescience, looking at any distance through atrain of infinite causes, known and unknown to us,
upon a sure and certain effect.” Hence he infers, "That the being of prophecies supposes the
non-being of contingents; for, though there are many things which seem to us to be contingents,
yet, were they so indeed, there could have been no prophecy; and there can be no contingent

9 Demonstrat. Evang. pag. 15.
10 Cosmol. sacra, lib. 4, cap. 6.
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seemingly so loose and independent but it isalink of some chain." And Huetius gives this reason
why none but God can foretel thingsto come, Because every effect depends upon an infinite number
of preceding causes, all which, in their order, must be known to him that foretels the effect, and
therefore to God only, for he alone is omniscient. So Tully argues. Qui teneat causas rerum
futurarum, idem necesse est omnia teneat quaefutura sint; quod facere nemo nisi Deus potest—He
who knows the causes of future events must necessarily know the events themselves; this is the
prerogative of God alone.** And therefore we find that by this the God of Israel proves himself to
be God, that by his prophets he foretold things to come, which came to pass according to the
prediction, Isa. xlvi. 9, 10. And by this he disproves the pretensions of the Pagan deities, that they
could not show the things that were to come to pass hereafter, Isa. xli. 23. Tertullian proves the
divine authority of the scripture from the fulfilling of scripture-prophecies: ldoneum, opinor,
testimonium divinitatis, veritas divinationis— conceive the accomplishment of prophecy to be a
satisfactory attestation from God.? And, besides the foretelling of thingsto come, the discovering
of things secret by revelation from God isabranch of prophecy, as Ahijah's discovering Jeroboam'’s
wifein disguise, and Elisha'stelling Gehazi what passed between him and Naaman. But*® prophecy,
in scripture language, is taken more largely for a declaration of such things to the children of men,
either by word or writing, as God has revealed to those that speak or write it, by vision, dream, or
inspiration, guiding their minds, their tongues, and pens, by his Holy Spirit, and giving them not
only ability, but authority, to declare such things in his name, and to preface what they say with,
Thus saith the Lord. In this sense it is said, The prophecy of scripture came not in old time by the
will of man, as other pious moral discourses might, but holy men spoke and wrote as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. The same Holy Spirit that moved upon the face of the
waters to produce the world moved upon the minds of the prophets to produce the Bible.

Now | think it is worthy to be observed that all nations, having had some sense of God and
religion, have likewise had anotion of prophets and prophecy, have had aveneration for them, and
a desire and expectation of acquaintance and communion with the gods they worshipped in that
way. Witness their oracles, their augurs, and the many arts of divination they had in use among
them in all the ages ad all the countries of the world.

Itiscommonly urged as an argument against the atheists, to prove that thereisa God, That all
nations of the world acknowledged some god or other, some Being above them, to be worshipped
and prayed to, to be trusted in and praised; the most ignorant and barbarous nations could not avoid
the knowledge of it; the most learned and polite nations could not avoid the belief of it. And this
isasufficient proof of the general and unanimous consent of mankind to this truth, though far the
greatest part of men made to themselves gods which yet were no gods. Now | think it may be urged
with equal force against the Deists, for the proof of adivine revelation, that all nations of theworld
had, and had veneration for, that which they at least took to e a divine revelation, and could not
live without it, though in this also they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. But, if there were not atrue deity and atrue prophecy, there would never have been
pretended deities and counterfeit prophecies.

11 Cicero deDivin. lib. 1.

12 (Apoal. cap. 20).
13 Du Pin, Hist. of the Canon. lib. 1, cap. 2.
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Lycurgus and Numa, those two great lawgivers of the Spartan and Roman commonwealths,
brought their people to an observance of their laws by possessing them with anotion that they had
them by divinerevelation, and so making it a point of religion to observe them. And those that have
been ever so little conversant with the Greek and Roman histories, aswell aswith the more ancient
ones of Chaldeaand Egypt cannot but remember what a profound deference their princes and great
commanders, and not their unthinking commonalty only, paid to the oracles and prophets, and the
prognostications of their soothsayers, which, in al cases of importance, were consulted with
abundance of gravity and solemnity, and how often the resolutions of councils and the motions of
mighty armies turned upon them, though they appeared ever so groundless and farfetched.

Thereisafull account given by that learned philosopher and physician Caspar Peucer# of the
many kinds of divination and prediction used among the Gentiles, by which they took on them to
tell the fortune both of states and particular persons. They were al, he says, reduced by Plato to
two heads: Divinatio Mantike, which was akind of inspiration, or was though to be so, the prophet
or prophetess foretelling things to come by an internal flatus or fury; such wasthe oracle of Apollo
at Delphos, and that of Jupiter Trophonius, which, with others like them, were famous for many
ages, during the prevalency of the kingdom of darkness, but (as appears by some of the Pagan
writers themselves) they were all silenced and struck dumb, when the gospel (that truly divine
oracle) began to be preached to the nations. The other kind of divination was that which he calls
Oionistike, which was a prognostication by signs, according to rules of art, asby theflight of birds,
the entrails of beasts, by stars or meteors, and abundance of ominous accidents, with which afoolish
world was miserably imposed upon. A large account of this matter we have also in the late learned
dissertations of Anton. Van Dale, to which | refer the reader.*> But nothing of this kind made a
greater noise in the Gentile world than the oracles of the Sibyls and their prophecies. Their name
signifies a divine counsel: Shyllag qu. Sobulae Sos, in the Aolic dialect, being put for Theos.
Peucer says, "Almost every nation had its Sibyls, but those of Greece were most celebrated.” They
lived in several ages,; the most ancient is said to be the Sbylla Delphica, who lived before the Trojan
war, or about that time. The Sbylla Erythrea was the most noted; she lived about the time of
Alexander the Great. But it the Shylla Cumana of whom the story goes that she presented herself,
and nine books of oracles, to Tarquinius Superbus, which she offered to sell him at so vast arate
that he refused to purchase them, upon which she burnt three, and, upon his second refusal, three
more, but made him give the same rate for the remaining three, which were deposited with great
care in the Capitol. But, those being afterwards burnt accidentally with the Capitol, a collection
was made of other Sibylline oracles, and those are they which Virgil referstoin hisfourth Eclogue.*®
All the oracles of the Sibylsthat are extant were put together, and published, in Holland, not many
years ago, by Seryatius Gallaaus, in Greek and Latin, with large and learned notes, together with
all that could be met with of the metrical oraclesthat go under the names of Jupiter, Apollo, Serapis,
and others, by Joannes Opsopaaus.

The oracles of the Sibyls were appealed to by many of the fathers for the confirmation of the
Christian religion. Justin Martyr'” appeals with agreat deal of assurance, persuading the Greeksto

14 De Praecipuis Divinationum Generibus, A. 1591.
15 DeVeré ac Falsd Prophetia, A. 1696.

16 Vid. Virg. Aneid. lib. 6.

17 Ad Graecos Cohortat. juxta finem.
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givecredit to that ancient Sibyl, whose works were extant all theworld over; and to their testimony,
and that of Hydaspis, he appeals concerning the general conflagration and the torments of hell.
Clemens Alexandrinus'® often quotes the Sibyls verses with great respect; so does L actantius;*® St.
Austin,? De Civitate Dei, hasthe famous acrostic at large, said to be one of the oracles of the Shylla
Erythrea, the first letters of the verses making | esous Christos Theou hyios Soter—Jesus Christ
the Son of God the Saviour. Divers passages they produce out of those oracles which expressly
foretel the coming of the Messiah, hisbeing born of avirgin, hismiracles, hissufferings, particularly
his being buffeted, spit upon, crowned with thorns, having vinegar and gall given himto drink, &c.
Whether these oracles were genuine and authentic or no has been much controverted among the
learned. Baronius and the popish writers generally admit and applaud them, and build much upon
them; so do some protestant writers; |saac V ossius haswritten agreat deal to support the reputation
of them, and (as | find him quoted by Van Dale) will needs have it that they were formerly a part
of the canon of scripture; and alearned prelate of our own nation, Bishop Montague, pleadslargely,
and with great assurance, for their authority, and is of opinion that some of them were divinely
inspired. But many learned men look upon it to be a pious fraud, as they call it, concluding that
those verses of the Sibylswhich speak so very expressly of Christ and the future state were forged
by some Christians and imposed upon the over-credul ous. Huetius,? though of the Romish church,
condemns both the ancient and more modern compositions of the Sibyls, and refers his reader, for
the proof of their vanity, to the learned Blondel. Van Dale and Gallaaus look upon them to be a
forgery. And the truth isthey speak so much more particularly and plainly concerning our Saviour
and the future state than any of the prophets of the Old Testament do, that we must conclude St.
Paul, who was the apostle of the Gentiles, guilty not only of avery great omission (that in al his
preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles, and in all his epistles to the Gentile churches, he never so
much as mentions the prophecies of the Sibyls, nor vouches their authority, as he does that of the
Old-Testament prophets, in his preaching and writing to the Jews), but likewise of a very great
mistake, in making it the particular advantage which the Jews had above the Gentiles that to them
were committed the oracles of God (Rom. iii. 1, 2), and that they were the children of the prophets,
while he speaks of the Gentiles as sitting in darkness and being afar off. We cannot conceive that
heathen women, and those actuated by dsemons, should speak more clearly and fully of the Messiah
than those holy men did who, we are sure, were moved by the Holy Ghost, nor that the Gentiles
should be entrusted with larger and earlier discoveries of the great salvation than that people of
whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ was to come. But enough, if not more than enough, of the
pretenders to prophecy. It is a good remark which the learned Gallaeus makes upon the great
veneration which the Romans had for the oracles of the Sibyls, for which he quotes Dionysius
Halicarnassaaus, Ouden oute Romaioi phylattousin, oute hosion ktema oute hieron, hosta Sibylleia
thesphata—The Romans preserve nothing with such sacred care, nor do they hold any thing in
such high estimation, as the Sbylline oracles. Hi s pro vitreis suis thesauris aded decertarunt,
quid nos pro genuinis nostris, a Deo inspiratis?—f they had such a value for these counterfeits,

18 Apol. 2. p. mihi. 66. 1.

19 Quasst. et Respons. p. 436.

20 (Aug. deDiv. Dei, lib. 18, cap. 23.)
21 Demonstrat. p. 748.


http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Rom.3.xml#Rom.3.1 Bible:Rom.3.2

Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV (Isaiah to Malachi) Matthew Henry

how precious should the true treasure of the divine oracles be to us! Of these we come next to
speak.

Prophecy, we are sure, was of equal date with the church; for faith comes, not by thinking and
seeing, as philosophy does, but by hearing, by hearing the word of God, Rom. x. 17. In the
antediluvian period Adam received divine revelation in the promise of the Seed of the woman, and
no doubt communicated it in the name of the Lord, to his seed, and was prophet, as well as priest,
to his numerous family. Enoch was a prophet, and foretold perhaps the deluge, certainly the last
judgment, that of the great day. Behold the Lord comes, Jude 14. When men began, as a church, to
call upon the name of the Lord (Gen. iv. 26), or to call themselves by his name, they were blessed
with prophets, for the prophecy cameinold time (2 Pet. i. 21); it isvenerablefor itsantiquity. When
God renewed his covenant of providence (and that a figure of the covenant of grace) with Noah
and his sons, we soon after find Noah, as a prophet, foretelling, not only the servitude of Canaan,
but God's enlarging Japhet by Christ, and his dwelling in the tents of Shem, Gen. ix. 26, 27. And
when, upon the general revolt of mankind to idolatry (as, in the former period, upon the apostasy
of Cain), God distinguished a church for himself by the call of Abraham, and by his covenant with
him and his seed, he conferred upon him and the other patriarchs the spirit of prophecy; for, when
he reproved kings for their sakes, he said, Touch not my anointed, who have received that unction
from the Holy One, and do my prophetsno harm, Ps. cv. 14, 15. And of Abraham he said expresdly,
Heisa prophet (Gen. xx. 7); and it was with a prophetic eye, as a seer, that Abraham saw Christ's
day (John viii. 56), saw it as so great a distance, and yet with so great an assurance triumphed in
it. And Stephen seems to speak of the first settling of a correspondence between him and God, by
which he was established to be a prophet, when he says, The God of glory appeared to him (Acts
vii. 2), appeared in glory. Jacob, upon his death-bed, as a prophet, told his sons what should befal
themin the last days (Gen. xlix. 1), and spoke very particularly concerning the Messiah.

Hitherto was the infancy of the church, and with it of prophecy; it was the dawning of that
day; and that morning-light owed its rise to the Sun of righteousness, though he rose not till long
after, but it shone more and more. During the bondage of Israel in Egypt, this, as other glories of
the church, was eclipsed; but, as the church made a considerable and memorable advance in the
deliverance of Isragl out of Egypt and the forming of them into apeople, so did the Spirit of prophecy
in Moses, theillustrious instrument employed in that great service; and it was by that Spirit that he
performed that service; soitissaid, Hos. xii. 13, By a prophet the Lord brought I srael out of Egypt,
and by a prophet was he preserved through the wildernessto Canaan, that is, by Moses as aprophet.
It appears, by what God said to Aaron, that there were then other prophets among them, to whom
God made known himself and hiswill in dreams and visions (Num. xii. 6), but to Moses he spoke
in apeculiar manner, mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches, Num. xii. 8. Nay,
such a plentiful effusion was there of the Spirit of prophecy at that time (because M oses was such
a prophet as was to be a type of Christ the great prophet) that some of his Spirit was put upon
seventy eldersof Isragl at once, and they prophesied, Num. xi. 25. What they said was extraordinary,
and not only under the direction of a prophetic inspiration, but under the constraint of a prophetic
impulse, as appears by the case of Eldad and Meded.

When Moses, that great prophet, was laying down his office, he promised Israel that the Lord
God would raise them up a prophet of their brethren like unto him, Deut. xviii. 15, 18. In these
words, says the learned Bishop Stillingfleet? though, in their full and complete sense, they relate

22 QOrig. Sacr. B. 2, c. 4.
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to Christ, and to him they are more than once applied in the New Testament), there is included a
promise of an order of prophets, which should succeed Moses in the Jewish church, and be the
logia zonta—the living oracles among them (Actsvii. 38), by which they might know the mind of
God; for, in the next words, he lays down rules for the trial of prophets, whether what they said
was of God or no, and it is observable that that promise comes in immediately upon an express
prohibition of the Pagan rites of divination and the consulting of wizards and familiar spirits. "You
shall not need to do that" (said Moses), "for, to your much better satisfaction, you shall have prophets
divinely inspired, by whom you may know from God himself both what to do and what to expect.”
But as Jacob's dying prophecy concerning the sceptre in Judah, and the lawgiver between his feet,
did not begin to be remarkably fulfilled till David's time, most of the Judges being of other tribes,
so Moses's promise of asuccession of prophets began not to receiveits accomplishment till Samuel's
time, a little before the other promise began to emerge and operate; and it was an introduction to
the other, for it wasby Samuel, asaprophet, that David was anointed king, which was an intimation
that the prophetical office of our Redeemer should make way, both in the world and in the heart,
for hiskingly office; and therefore when he was asked, Art thou a king? (John xviii. 37) he answered,
not evasively, but very pertinently, | came to bear witness to the truth, and so to rule as a king
purely by the power of truth.

During the government of the Judges there was a pouring out of the Spirit, but more asa Spirit
of skill and courage for war than as a Spirit of prophecy. Deborah is indeed called prophetess,
because of her extraordinary qualifications for judging Israel; but that is the only mention of
prophecy, that | remember, in all the book of Judges. Extraordinary messages were sent by angels,
asto Gideon and Manoah; and it is expressly said that before the word of the Lord came to Samuel
(1 Sam. iii. 1) it was precious, it was very scarce, there was no open vision. And it was therefore
with more than ordinary solemnity that the word of the Lord came first to Samuel; and by degrees
notice and assurance were given to al Isragl that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the
Lord, 1 Sam. iii. 20. In Samuel's time, and by him, the schools of the prophets were erected, by
which prophecy was dignified and provision made for a succession of prophets; for it should seem
that in those colleges, hopeful young men were bred up in devotion, in a constant attendance upon
the instruction the prophets gave from God, and under a strict discipline, as candidates, or
probationers, for prophecy, who were called the sons of the prophets; and their religious exercises
of prayer, conference, and psalmody especialy, are called prophesyings; and their pradect, or
president, is called their father, 1 Sam. x. 12. Out of these God ordinarily chose the prophets he
sent; and yet not always. Amos was no prophet nor prophet's son (Amos vii. 14), had not his
education in the schools of the prophets, and yet was commissioned to go on God's errands, and
(which is observable) though he had not academical education himself, yet he seems to speak of it
with great respect when he reckons it among the favours God had bestowed upon Israel that he
raised up of their sonsfor prophets and of their young men for Nazarites, Amosii. 11.

It is worth noting that when the glory of the priesthood was eclipsed by the iniquity of the
house of Eli, the desolations of Shiloh, and the obscurity of the ark, there was then amore plentiful
effusion of the Spirit of prophecy than had been before; a standing ministry of another kind was
thereby erected, and a succession of it kept up. And thus afterwards, in the kingdom of the ten
tribes, where there was no legal priesthood at al, yet there were prophets and prophets; sons; in
Ahab's time we meet with a hundred of them, whom Obadiah his by fifty in a cave, 1 Kings xviii.
4. When the people of God, who desired to know hismind, were deprived of oneway of instruction,
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God furnished them with another, and a less ceremonious one; for he left not himself without
witness, nor them without a guide. And when they had no temple or altar that they could attend
upon with any safety or satisfaction then had private meetings at the prophets’ houses, to which the
devout faithful worshippers of God resorted (as we find the good Shunamite did, 2 Kingsiv. 23),
and where they kept their new-moons and their sabbaths, comfortably, and to their edification.

David was himself a prophet; so St. Peter calls him (Actsii. 30); and, though we read not of
God's speaking to him by dreams and visions, yet we are sure that the Spirit of the Lord spoke by
him, and hisword was in his tongue (2 Sam. xxiii. 2), and he had those about him that were seers,
that were his seers, as Gad and Iddo, that brought him messages from God, and wrote the history
of histimes. And now the productions of the Spirit of prophecy were trandated into the service of
the temple, not only in the model of the house which the Lord made David understand in writing
by his hand upon him (1 Chron. xxviii. 19), but in the worship performed there; for there we find
Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, prophesying with harps and other musical instruments, according to
the order of the king, not to foretel things to come, but to give thanks and to praise the Lord (1
Chron. xxv. 1-3); yet, in their psalms, they spoke much of Christ and his kingdom, and the glory
to be revealed.

In the succeeding reigns, both of Judah and Israel, we frequently meet with prophets sent on
particular errands to Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Asa, and other kings, who, it isprobable, instructed the
people in the things of God at other times, though it is not recorded. But, prophecy growing into
contempt with many, God revived the honour of it, and put anew lustre upon it, in the power given
to Elijah and Elishato work miracles, and the great things that God did by them for the confirming
of the people'sfaith in it, and the awakening of their regard to it, 2 Kingsii. 3; iv. 1, 38; v. 22; vi.
1. In their time, and by their agency, it should seem, the schools of the prophets were revived, and
we find sons of the prophets, fellows of those sacred colleges, employed in carrying messages to
the great men, asto Ahab (1 Kings xx. 35), and to Jehu, 2 Kingsix. 1.

Hitherto, the prophets of the Lord delivered their messages by word of mouth, only we read
of onewriting which came from Elijah the prophet to Jehoram king of Israel, 2 Chron. xxi. 12. The
histories of those times which are left us were compiled by prophets, under adivine direction; and,
when the Old Testament is divided into the law and the Prophets, the historical books are, for that
reason, reckoned among the prophets. But, in the later times of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel,
some of the prophets were divinely inspired to write their prophecies, or abstracts of them, and to
leave them upon record, for the benefit of after-ages, that the children who should be born might
praise the Lord for them, and, by comparing the event with the prediction, might have their faith
confirmed. And, probably, those later prophets spoke more fully and plainly of the Messiah and
his kingdom than their predecessors had done, and for that reason their prophecies were put in
writing, not only for the encouragement of the pious Jews that |ooked for the consolation of Isradl,
but for the use of us Christians, upon whom the ends of the world have come, as David's psams
had been for the same reason, that the Old Testament and the New might mutually give light and
lustre to each other. Many other faithful prophets there were at the same time, who spoke in God's
name, who did not commit their prophecies to writing, but were of those whom God sent, rising
up betimes and sending them, the contempt of whom, and of their messages, brought ruin without
remedy upon that sottish people, that knew not the day of their visitation. In their captivity they
had some prophets, some to show them how long; and though it was not by a prophet, like Moses,
that they were brought out of Babylon, asthey had been out of Egypt, but by Joshuathe high priest
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first, and afterwards by Ezrathe scribe, to show that God can do hiswork by ordinary means when
he pleases, yet, soon after their return, the Spirit of prophecy was poured out plentifully, and
continued (according to the Jews computation) forty years in the second temple, but ceased in
Malachi. Then (say therabbin) the Holy Spirit was taken from Israel, and they had the benefit only
of the Bathkol—the daughter of a voice, that is, a voice from heaven, which they look upon to be
thelowest degree of divinerevelation. Now herein they are witnesses against themselvesfor rejecting
the true Messiah, for our Lord Jesus, and he only was spoken to by a voice from heaven at his
baptism, his transfiguration, and his entrance on his sufferings.

In John the Baptist prophecy revived, and therefore in him the gospel is said to begin, when
the church had had no prophets for above 300 years. We have not only the vox populi—the voice
of the people to prove John a prophet, for all the people counted him so, but vox Dei—the voi ce of
God too; for Christ calls him a prophet, Matt. xi. 9, 10. He had an extraordinary commission from
God to call people to repentance, was filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb, and was
therefore called the prophet of the Highest, because he went befor e the face of the Lord, to prepare
hisway (Lukei. 15, 16); and though he did no miracle, nor gave any sign or wonder, yet this proved
him atrue prophet, that all he said of Christ was true, John x. 41. Nay, and this proved him more
than aprophet, than any of the other prophets, that whereas by other prophets Christ was discovered
asat agreat distance, by him hewas discovered as aready come, and he was enabled to say, Behold
the Lamb of God. But after the ascension of our Lord Jesus there was a more plentiful effusion of
the Spirit of prophecy than ever before; then was the promise fulfilled that God would pour out his
Soirit upon all flesh (and not as hitherto upon the Jews only), and their sons and their daughters
should prophesy, Actsii. 16, &c. The gift of tongues was one new product of the Spirit of prophecy,
and given for a particular reason, that, the Jewish pale being taken down, al nations might be
brought into the church. These and other gifts of prophecy, being for asign, have long since ceased
and laid aside, and we have no encouragement to expect the revival of them; but, on the contrary,
are directed to call the scriptures the more sure word of prophecy, more sure than voices from
heaven; and to them we are directed to take heed, to search them, and to hold them fast, 2 Pet. i.
19. All God's spiritual Israel know that they are established to be the oracles of God (1 Sam. iii.
20), and if any add to, or take from, the book of that prophecy, they may read their doom in the
close of it; God shall take blessings from them, and add curses to them, Rev. xxii. 18, 19).

Now concerning the prophets of the Old Testament, whose writings are before us, observe,

|. That they were all holy men. We are assured by the apostle that the prophecy camein old
time by holy men of God (and men of God they were commonly called, because they were devoted
to him), who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. They were men, subject to like passions
as we are (so Elijah, one of the greatest of them, is said to have been, Jam. v. 17); but they were
holy men, men that in the temper of their minds, and the tenour of their lives, were examples of
serious piety. Though there were many pretenders, that, without warrant, said Thus saith the Lord,
when he sent them not, and some that prophesied in Christ's name, but he never knew them, and
they indeed were workers of iniquity (Matt. vii. 22, 23), and though the cursing blaspheming lips
of Balaam and Caiaphas, even when they actually designed mischief, were over-ruled to speak
oracles, yet none were employed and commissioned to speak as prophets but those that had received
the Spirit of grace and sanctification; for holiness becomes God's house. The Jewish doctors
universally agreein thisrule, That the Spirit of prophecy never rests upon any but aholy and wise
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man, and one whose passions are allayed,? or, as others express it, a humble man and a man of
fortitude, that is, one that has power to keep his sensual animal part in due subjection to religion
and right reason. And some of them? give this rule, That the Spirit of prophecy does not reside
where there are either, on the one hand, grief and melancholy, or, on the other hand, laughter and
lightness of behaviour, and impertinent idle talk: and it is commonly observed by them, both from
the musical instruments used in the schools of the prophets in Samuel's time and from the instance
of Elishas caling for a minstrel (2 Kings iii. 15), that the divine presence does not reside with
sadness, but with cheerfulness, and Elisha, they say, had not yet recovered himself from the sorrow
he conceived at parting with Elijah. They have also atradition (but | know no ground for it) that
all the while Jacob mourned for Joseph, the Shechinah, or Holy Spirit, withdrew from him. Yet |
believe that when David intimates that by his sinin the matter of Uriah he had lost the right Spirit,
and the free Spirit, Ps. li. 10, 12 (which therefore he begs might be renewed in him and restored to
him), it was not because he was under grief, but because he was under guilt. And therefore, in order
to the return of that right and free Spirit, he prays that God would create in him a clean heart.

[1. That they had all afull assurance in themselves of their divine mission; and (though they
could not always prevail to satisfy others) they were abundantly satisfied themselvesthat what they
delivered as from God, and in his name, was indeed from him; and with the same assurance did
the apostles speak of the word of life, as that which they had heard, and seen, and looked on, and
which their hands had handled, 1 Johni. 1. Nathan spoke from himself when he encouraged David
to build the temple, but afterwards knew he spoke from God when, in his name, he forbade him to
do it. God had various ways of making known to his prophets the messages they were to deliver
to his people; it should seem, ordinarily, to have been by the ministry of angels. In the Apocalypse
Christ isexpressy said to have signified by hisangel to hisservant John, Rev. i. 1. It was sometimes
donein avision when the prophet was awake, sometimes in a dream when the prophet was asleep,
and sometimes by a secret but strong impression upon the mind of the prophet. But Maimonides
haslaid down, asamaxim, That all prophecy makesitself known to the prophet that it is prophecy
indeed; that is, says another of the rabbin, By the vigour and liveliness of the perception whereby
he apprehends the thing propounded (which Jeremiah intimates when he says, Theword of the Lord
wasasafirein my bones, Jer. xx. 9), and therefore they always spoke with great assurance, knowing
they should bejustified, Isa. i. 7.

[11. That in their prophesying, both in receiving their message from God and in delivering it
to the people, they always kept possession of their own souls. Dan. x. 8. Though sometimes their
bodily strength was overpowered by the abundance of the revelations, and their eyes were dazzled
with the visionary light, as in the instances of Daniel and John (Rev. i. 17), yet till their
understanding remained with them, and the free exercise of their reason. This is excellently well
expressed by a learned writer of our own:® "The prophetical Spirit, seating itself in the rational
powers aswell asin the imagination, did never alienate the mind, but inform and enlighten it; and
those that were actuated by it always maintained aclearness and consistency of reason, with strength
and solidity of judgment. "For" (says he afterwards?®) "God did not make use of idiots or fools to

23 See Mr. Smith on Prophecy.
24 Gemara Schab. c. 2.

25 Smith on Prophecy, p. 190.
%6 Pag. 266.
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reveal hiswill by, but such whose intellects were entire and perfect; and he imprinted such a clear
copy of his truth upon them as that it became their own sense, being digested fully into their
understandings, so that they were able to deliver and represent it to others astruly as any can paint
forth his own thoughts." God's messengers were speaking men, not speaking trumpets. The Fathers
frequently took notice of thisdifference between the prophets of the Lord and the fal se prophets—that
the pretenders to prophecy (who either were actuated by an evil spirit or were under the force of a
heated imagination) underwent alienations of mind, and delivered what they had to say in the utmost
agitation and disorder, as the Pythian prophetess, who delivered her infernal oracles with many
antic gestures, tearing her hair and foaming at the mouth. And by this rule they condemned the
Montanists, who pretended to prophecy, in the second century, that what they said was in a way
of ecstasy, not like rational men, but like men in a frenzy. Chrysostom,?” having described the
furious violent motions of the pretendersto prophecy, adds, Ho de Prophetes ouch houtos—A true
prophet does not do so. Sed mente sobrid, et constanti animi staut, et intelligens quaeprofert, omnia
pronunciat—He under stands what he utters, and utters it soberly and calmly. And Jerome, in his
preface to his Commentaries upon Nahum, observesthat it is called the book of the vision of Nahum.
Non enim loquitur en ekstasei, sed est liber intelligentis omnia quae loguitur—For he speaks not
in an ecstasy, but as one who understands every thing he says. And again,? Non ut amens loquitur
propheta, nec in morem insanientium foeminarum dat sine mente sonum—The prophet speaks not
as an insane person, nor like women wrought into fury, does he utter sound without sense.

V. That they all aimed at one and the same thing, which was to bring people to repent of their
sins and to return to God and to do their duty to him. This was the errand on which al God
messengers were sent, to beat down sin, and to revive and advance serious piety. The burden of
every son was, Turn you now every one from his evil way; amend your ways and your doings, and
execute judgment between a man and his neighbour, Jer. vii. 3, 5. See Zech. vii. 8, 9; viii. 16. The
scope and design of all their prophecies were to enforce the precepts and sanctions of the law of
Moses, the mora law, which is of universal and perpetual obligation. Here is nothing of the
ceremonial ingtitutes, of the carnal ordinances that were imposed only till the times of reformation,
Heb. ix. 10. Those were now waxing old and ready to vanish away; but they make it their business
to press the great and weighty matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and truth.

V. That they all bore witness to Jesus Christ and had an eye to him. God raising up the horn
of salvation for us, in the house of his servant David, was consonant to, and in pursuance of, what
he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets who have been since the world began, Lukei. 69, 70.
They prophesied of the grace that should come to us, and it was the Spirit of Christ in them, one
and the same Spirit, that testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Christ was then made known, and yet comparatively hid, in the predictions
of the prophets, as before in the types of the ceremonial law. And the learned Huetius® observes
it asreally admirable that so many persons, in different ages, should conspire with one consent, as
it were, to foretel, some one particular and others another, concerning Christ, all which had, at
length, their full accomplishment in him. Ab ipsis mundi incunabulis, per quatuor annorum millia,
uno ore venturum Christum praedixerunt viri complures, in gjusque ortu, Vita, virtutibus, rebus

27 In1cCo. 12. 1.
28 Prolog. in Habac.
29 Demonstrat. Evang. p. 737.
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gestis, morte, ac tota denique Oikonomia praamonstranda consenser unt—Fromthe earliest period
of time, for 4000 years, a great number of men have predicted the advent of Christ, and presented
a harmonious statement of hisbirth, life, character, actions, and death, and of that economy which
he came to establish.

V1. That these prophets were generally hated and abused in their several generations by those
that lived with them. Stephen challenges his judges to produce an instance to the contrary: Which
of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? Yea, and, as it should seem, for this reason,
because they showed before of the coming of the Just One, Acts vii. 52. Some there were that
trembled at the word of God in their mouths, but by the most they were ridiculed and despised, and
(as ministers are now by profane people) made a jest of (Hos. ix. 7); the prophet was the fool in
the play. Wherefore came this mad fellow unto thee? (2 Kings ix. 11) said one of the captains
concerning one of the sons of the prophets! The Gentiles never treated their false prophetssoiill as
the Jews did their true prophets, but, on the contrary, had them always in veneration. The Jews
mocking the messengers of the Lord, killing the prophets, and stoning those that were sent unto
them, was as amazing unaccountable an instance of the enmity that is in the carnal mind against
God as any that can be produced. And this makestheir rgjection of Christ's gospel the less strange,
that the Spirit of prophecy, which, for many ages, was so much the glory of Isradl, in every age
met with so much opposition, and there were those that always resisted the Holy Ghost in the
prophets, and turned that glory into shame, Actsvii. 51. But thiswasit that was the measure-filling
sin of Isragl, that brought upon them both their first destruction by the Chaldeans and their final
ruin by the Romans, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.

VII. That though men dlighted these prophets, God owned them and put honour upon them.
Asthey were men of God, hisimmediate servants and his messengers, so he always showed himself
the Lord God of the holy prophets (Rev. xxii. 6), stood by them and strengthened them, and by his
Spirit they were full of power; and those that slighted them, when they had lost them, were made
to know, to their confusion, that a prophet had been among them. What was said of one of the
primitive fathers of the prophets was true of them al, The Lord was with them, and did |et none of
their wordsfall to theground, 1 Sam. iii. 19. What they said by way of warning and encouragement,
for the enforcing of their calls to repentance and reformation, was to be understood conditionally.
When God spoke by them either, on the one hand, to build and to plant, or, on the other hand, to
pluck up and pull down, the change of the peopl€'s way might produce a change of God'sway (Jer.
xviii. 7-10); such was Jonah's prophecy of Nineveh'sruin within forty days, or God might sometimes
be better than hisword in granting areprieve. But what they said by way of prediction of aparticular
matter, and as a sign, did always come to pass exactly as it was foretold; yea, and the general
predictions, sooner or later, took hold even of those that would fain have got clear of them (Zech.
i. 6); for thisisthat which God gloriesin, that he confirms the word of his servants and performs
the counsel of his messengers, Isa. xliv. 26.

In the opening these prophecies | have endeavoured to give the genuine sense of them, asfar
as | could reach it, by consulting the best expositors, considering the scope and coherence, and
comparing spiritual things with spiritual, the spiritual things of the Old Testament with those of
the New, and especially by prayer to God for the guidance and direction of the Spirit of truth. But,
after all, thee are many things here dark and hard to be under stood, concerning the certain meaning
of which though I could not gain myself, much less expect to give my reader, full satisfaction, Y et
| have not, with the unlearned and unstable, wrested them to the destruction of any, 2 Pet. iii. 16.
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It is the prerogative of the Lamb of God to take this book and to open all its seals. | have likewise
endeavoured to accommodate these prophecies to the use and service of those who desire to faith
and holiness. And we shall find that whatever is given by inspiration of God is profitable (2 Tim.
iii. 16), though not all alike profitable, not all alike easy or improvable; but, when the mystery of
God shall be finished, we shall see, what we are now bound to believe, that there is not one idle
word in all the prophecies of this book. What God has said, as well as what he does, we know not
now, but we shall know hereafter.

The pleasure | have had in studying and meditating upon those parts of these prophecieswhich
are plain and practical, and especially those which are evangelical, has been an abundant balance
to, and recompence for, the harder tasks we have met with in other parts that are more obscure. In
many parts of this field the treasure must be dug for, as that in the mines; but in other parts the
surface is covered with rich and precious products, with corn, and flocks, of which we may say, as
was said of Noah, These same have comforted us greatly concerning our work and the toil of our
hands, and have made it very pleasant and delightful; God grant it may be no less so to the readers!

And now let me desire the assistance of my friends, in setting up my Eben-Ezer here, in a
thankful acknowledgment that hitherto the Lord has helped me. | desire to praise God that he has
gpared my lifeto finish the Old Testament, and has graciously given me sometokens of his presence
with me in carrying this work, though the more | reflect upon myself the more unworthy | see
myself of the honour of being thus employed, and the more need | see of Christ and his merit and
grace. Remember me, O my God! for good, and spare me accor ding to the multitude of thy mercies.
The Lord forgive what is mine, and accept what is his own!

| purpose, if God continue my life and health, according to the measure of the grace given to
me, and in aconstant and entire dependence upon divine strength, to go through the New Testament
in two volumes more. | intimated in my preface to the first volume that | had drawn up some
expositions upon some parts of the New Testament; namely, The gospels of St. Matthew and St.
John; but they are so large that, to make them bear some proportion to the rest, it is necessary that
they be much contracted, so that | shall be obliged to write them all over again, and to make
considerable alterations, and therefore | cannot expect they should be published but asthese hitherto
have been, if God permit, a volume every other year. | shall begin it now shortly, if the Lord will,
and apply myself to it as closely as| can; and | earnestly desire the prayers of all that wish well to
that undertaking that, if the Lord spare me to go on with it, | may be enabled to do it well, and so
asthat by it some may be led into the riches of the full assurance of understanding in the mystery
of God, even of the Father and of Christ, Col. ii. 2. And, if it shall please God to remove me by
death before it be finished, | trust | shall be able to say not only, Welcome his blessed will, but,
Welcomethat blessed world, in which, though now we know in part, and prophesy but in part, that
knowledge which is perfect will come, and that which is partial will be done away (1 Cor. xiii.
8-10, 12), in which all our mistakes will be rectified, all our doubts resolved, all our deficiencies
made up, all our endeavours in preaching, catechising, and expounding, superseded and rendered
useless, and all our prayers swallowed up in everlasting prai ses,—in which prophecy, now so much
admired, shall fail, and tongues shall cease, and the knowledge we have now shall vanish away, as
the light of the morning-star does when the sun has risen,—in which we shall no longer see through
aglassdarkly, but face to face. In abelieving, comfortable, well-grounded, expectation of that true
and perfect light, | desire to continue, living and dying; in a humble and diligent preparation for it
let me spend my time, and in the full enjoyment of it Oh that | may spend a glorious eternity!
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| saiah

AN
EXPOSITION,
WITH PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET

| SATAH.

Prophet is a title that sounds very great to those that understand it, though, in the eye of the
world, many of those that were dignified with it appeared very mean. A prophet is one that has a
great intimacy with Heaven and a great interest there, and consequently a commanding authority
upon earth. Prophecy is put for al divine revelation (2 Pet. i. 20, 21), because that was most
commonly by dreams, voices, or visions, communicated to prophetsfirst, and by them to the children
of men, Num. xii. 6. Once indeed God himself spoke to all the thousands of Isragl from the top of
Mount Sinai; but the effect was so intolerably dreadful that they entreated God would for the future
speak to them as he had done before, by men like themsel ves, whose terror should not make them
afraid, nor their hands be heavy upon them, Job xxxiii. 7. God approved the motion (they have
well said, says he, Deut. v. 27, 28), and the matter was then settled by consent of parties, that we
must never expect to hear from God any more in that way, but by prophets, who received their
instructions immediately from God, with a charge to deliver them to his church. Before the sacred
canon of the Old Testament began to be written there were prophets, who were instead of Bibles
to the church. Our Saviour seems to reckon Abel among the prophets, Matt. xxiii. 31, 35. Enoch
was aprophet; and by him that wasfirst in prediction which isto belast in execution—the judgment
of the great day. Jude 14, Behold, the Lord comes with his holy myriads. Noah was a preacher of
righteousness. God said of Abraham, He is a prophet, Gen. xx. 7. Jacob foretold things to come,
Gen. xlix. 1. Nay, all the patriarchs are called prophets. Ps. cv. 15, Do my prophets no harm. Moses
was, beyond all comparison, the most illustrious of al the Old-Testament prophets, for with him
the Lord spoke face to face, Deut. xxxiv. 10. He was the first writing prophet, and by his hand the
first foundations of holy writ were laid. Even those that were called to be his assistants in the
government had the spirit of prophecy, such aplentiful effusion wasthere of that spirit at that time,
Num. xi. 25. But after the death of Moses, for some ages, the Spirit of the Lord appeared and acted
in the church of Israel more as amartial spirit than as a spirit of prophecy, and inspired men more
for acting than speaking. | mean in the time of the judges. We find the Spirit of the Lord coming
upon Othniel, Gideon, Samson, and others, for the service of their country, with their swords, not
with their pens. Messages were then sent from heaven by angels, as to Gideon and Manoah, and
to the people, Judgesii. 1. In al the book of judges there is never once mention of a prophet, only
Deborahis called a prophetess. Then the word of the Lord was precious; there was no open vision,

15

Matthew Henry


http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.iiPet.1.xml#iiPet.1.20 Bible:2Pet.1.21
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Num.12.xml#Num.12.6
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Job.33.xml#Job.33.7
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Deut.5.xml#Deut.5.27 Bible:Deut.5.28
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Matt.23.xml#Matt.23.31 Bible:Matt.23.35
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Jude.1.xml#Jude.1.14
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Gen.20.xml#Gen.20.7
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Gen.49.xml#Gen.49.1
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Ps.105.xml#Ps.105.15
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Deut.34.xml#Deut.34.10
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Num.11.xml#Num.11.25
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Judg.2.xml#Judg.2.1

Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV (Isaiah to Malachi) Matthew Henry

1 Sam. iii. 1. They had the law of Moses, recently written; let them study that. But in Samuel
prophecy revived, and in him afamous epocha, or period of the church began, atime of great light
in aconstant uninterrupted succession of prophets, till sometime after the captivity, when the canon
of the Old Testament was completed in Malachi, and then prophecy ceased for nearly 400 years,
till the coming of the great prophet and his forerunner. Some prophets were divinely inspired to
write the histories of the church. But they did not put their namesto their writings, they only referred
for proof to the authentic records of those times, which were known to be drawn up by prophets,
as Gad, Iddo, & c. David and others were prophets, to write sacred songs for the use of the church.
After them we often read of prophets sent on particular errands, and raised up for special public
services, among whom the most famous were Elijah and Elishain the kingdom of Israel. But none
of these put their prophecies in writing, nor have we any remains of them but some fragmentsin
the histories of their times; there was nothing of their own writing (that | remember) but one epistle
of Elijah's, 2 Chron. xxi. 12. But towards the latter end of the kingdoms of Judah and Isradl, it
pleased God to direct his servants the prophets to write and publish some of their sermons, or
abstracts of them. The dates of many of their prophecies are uncertain, but the earliest of them was
in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and Jeroboam the second, his contemporary, king of Israel,
about 200 years before the captivity, and not long after Joash had lain Zechariah the son of Jehoiada
in the courts of the temple. If they begin to murder the prophets, yet they shall not murder their
prophecies; these shall remain aswitnesses against them. Hoseawasthefirst of the writing prophets;
and Joel, Amos, and Obadiah, published their prophecies about the same time. 1saiah began some
time after, and not long; but his prophecy is placed first, because it is the largest of them all, and
has most in it of him to whom all the prophets bore witness; and indeed so much of Christ that he
isjustly styled the Evangelical Prophet, and, by some of the ancients, a fifth Evangelist. We shall
have the general title of thisbook (v. 1) and therefore shall here only observe some things,

I. Concerning the prophet himself. He was (if we may believe the tradition of the Jews) of the
royal family, his father being (they say) brother to king Uzziah. He was certainly much at court,
especialy in Hezekiah'stime, aswe find in his story, to which many think it is owing that his style
ismore curious and polite than that of some other of the prophets, and, in some places, exceedingly
lofty and soaring. The Spirit of God sometimes served his own purpose by the particular genius of
the prophet; for prophets were not speaking trumpets, through which the Spirit spoke, but speaking
men, by whom the Spirit spoke, making use of their natural powers, in respect both of light and
flame, and advancing them above themselves.

[1. Concerning the prophecy. It is transcendently excellent and useful; it was so to the church
of God then, serving for conviction of sin, direction in duty, and consolation in trouble. Two great
distresses of the church are here referred to, and comfort prescribed in reference to them, that by
Sennacherib's invasion, which happened in his own time, and that of the captivity in Babylon,
which happened long after; and in the supports and encouragements laid up for each of these times
of need we find abundance of the grace of the gospel. There are not so many quotations in the
gospels out of any, perhaps not out of all, the prophecies of the Old Testament, as out of this; nor
such express testimonies concerning Christ, withess that of his being born of avirgin (ch. vii.) and
that of his sufferings, ch. liii. The beginning of this book abounds most with reproofs for sin and
threatenings of judgment; the latter end of it is full of wood words and comfortable words. This
method the Spirit of Christ took formerly in the prophets and does till, first to convince and then
to comfort; and those that would be blessed with the comforts must submit to the convictions.
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Doubtless Isaiah preached many sermons, and delivered many messages to the people, which are
not written in this book, as Christ did; and probably these sermons were delivered more largely
and fully than they are here related, but so much isleft on record as Infinite Wisdom thought fit to
convey to us on whomthe ends of the world have come; and these prophecies, aswell asthe histories
of Christ, are written that we might believe on the name of the Son of God, and that, believing, we
might have life through his name; for to usis the gospel here preached as well as unto those that
lived then, and more clearly. O that it may be mixed with faith!

| SATAH.

CHAP.I.

Thefirst verse of this chapter isintended for atitle to the whole book, and it is probable that
thiswasthefirst sermon that this prophet was appointed to publish and to affix inwriting (as Calvin
thinks the custom of the prophets was) to the door of the temple, as with us proclamations are fixed
to public places, that all might read them (Hab. ii. 2), and those that would might take out authentic
copies of them, the original being, after sometime, laid up by the priests among the records of the
temple. The sermon whichiscontained in thischapter hasinit, 1. A high charge exhibited, in God's
name, against the Jewish church and nation, 1. For their ingratitude, ver. 2, 3. 2. For their
incorrigibleness, ver. 5. 3. For the universal corruption and degeneracy of the people, ver. 4, 6, 21,
22. 4. For the perversion of justice by their rulers, ver. 23. 1. A sad complaint of the judgments of
God, which they had brought upon themselves by their sins, and by which they were brought almost
to utter ruin, ver. 7-9. 111. A just rejection of those shows and shadows of religion which they kept
up among them, notwithstanding this general defection and apostasy, ver. 10-15. IV. An earnest
call to repentance and reformation, setting before them life and death, life if they compiled with
the call and death if they did not, ver. 16-20. V. A threatening of ruin to those that would not be
reformed, ver. 24, 28-31. V1. A promise of ahappy reformation at last, and areturn to their primitive
purity and prosperity, ver. 25-27. And all thisisto be applied by us, not only to the communities
we are members of, in their public interests, but to the state of our own souls.

TheVision of Isaiah. (b. c. 738.)

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and

Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Hereis, . The name of the prophet, Isaiah, or Jesahiahu (for so it isin the Hebrew), which,
in the New Testament isread Esaias. His hame signifies the salvation of the Lord—a proper name
for aprophet by whom God gives knowl edge of salvation to his people, especialy for this prophet,
who prophesies so much of Jesus the Saviour and of the great salvation wrought out by him. Heis
said to be the son of Amoz, not Amos the prophet (the two names in the Hebrew differ more than
in the English), but, as the Jews think, of Amoz the brother, or son, of Amaziah king of Judah, a
tradition as uncertain as that rule which they give, that, where a prophet's father is named, he also
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was himself a prophet. The prophets pupils and successors are indeed often called their sons, but
we have few instances, if any, of their own sons being their successors.

I1. The nature of the prophecy. It isavision, being revealed to him in a vision, when he was
awake, and heard the words of God, and saw the visions of the Almighty (as Balaam speaks, Num.
xxiv. 4), though perhaps it was not so illustrious avision at first as that afterwards, ch. vi. 1. The
prophets were called seers, or seeing men, and therefore their prophecies are fitly called visions.
It was what he saw with the eyes of his mind, and foresaw as clearly by divine revelation, was as
well assured of it, as fully apprised of it, and as much affected with it, asif he had seen it with his
bodily eyes. Note 1. God's prophets saw what they spoke of, knew what they said, and require our
belief of nothing but what they themselves believed and were sure of, John vi. 69; 1 John i. 1. 2.
They could not but speak what they saw, because they saw how much all about them were concerned
init, Actsiv. 20; 2 Cor. iv. 13.

[11. The subject of the prophecy. It was what he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, the
country of the two tribes, and that city which was their metropolis; and thereislittlein it relating
to Ephraim, or theten tribes, of whom thereis so much said in the prophecy of Hosea. Some chapters
there arein this book which relate to Babylon, Egypt, Tyre, and some other neighbouring nations;
but it takesitstitle from that which isthe main substance of it, and istherefore said to be concerning
Judah and Jerusalem, the other nations spoken of being such as the people of the Jews had concern
with. Isaiah brings to them in a special manner, 1. Instruction; for it is the privilege of Judah and
Jerusalem that to them pertain the oracles of God. 2. Reproof and threatening; for if in Judah, where
God isknown, if in Salem, where hisnameis great, iniquity be found, they, sooner than any other,
shall be reckoned with for it. 3. Comfort and encouragement in evil times; for the children of Zion
shall be joyful in their king.

V. The date of the prophecy. Isaiah prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah. By thisit appears, 1. That he prophesied long, especiadly if (as the Jews say) he was at
last put to death by Manasseh, to a cruel death, being sawn asunder, to which some suppose the
apostle refers, Heb. xi. 37. From the year that king Uzziah died (ch. vi. 1) to Hezekiah's sickness
and recovery was forty-seven years; how much before, and after, he prophesied, is not certain;
somereckon sixty, otherseighty yearsin all. It was an honour to him, and a happinessto hiscountry,
that he was continued so long in his usefulness; and we must suppose both that he began young
and that he held out to old age; for the prophets were not tied, as the priests were, to acertain age,
for the beginning or ending of their administration. 2. That he passed through variety of times.
Jotham was a good king, and Hezekiah a better, and no doubt gave encouragement to and took
advice from this prophet, were patrons to him, and he a privy-counsellor to them; but between
them, and when | saiah wasin the prime of histime, thereign of Ahaz wasvery profane and wicked;
then, no doubt, he was frowned upon at court, and, it is likely, forced to abscond. Good men and
good ministers must expect bad times in this world, and prepare for them. Then religion was run
down to such a degree that the doors of the house of the Lord were shut up and idolatrous altars
were erected in every corner of Jerusalem; and Isaiah, with all his divine el oquence and messages
immediately from God himself, could not help it. The best men, the best ministers, cannot do the
good they would do in the world.

The Degeneracy of Israel; The Sinfulness of |srael; The Sufferingsof Israel. (b. c. 738.)
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2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, | have
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 3 The ox
knoweth hisowner, and the ass hismaster's crib: but Isragl doth not know, my people
doth not consider. 4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evildoers, children that are corrupters. they have forsaken the Lord, they have
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. 5Why
should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is
sick, and thewhole heart faint. 6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there
IS no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying sores: they have not
been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 7 Y our country is
desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your
presence, and it isdesolate, as overthrown by strangers. 8 And the daughter of Zion
Isleft asacottage in avineyard, as alodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged
city. 9 Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should

have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.

We will hope to meet with a brighter and more pleasant scene before we come to the end of
this book; but truly here, in the beginning of it, every thing looks very bad, very black, with Judah
and Jerusalem. What is the wilderness of the world, if the church, the vineyard, has such adismal
aspect asthis?

|. The prophet, though he speaks in God's name, yet, despairing to gain audience with the
children of his people, addresses himself to the heavens and the earth, and bespeaks their attention
(v. 2): Hear, O heavens! and give ear, O earth! Sooner will the inanimate creatures hear, who
observethelaw and answer the end of their creation, than this stupid sensel ess people. Let thelights
of the heaven shame their darkness, and the fruitfulness of the earth their barrenness, and the
strictness of each to its time their irregularity. Moses begins thus in Deut. xxxii. 1, to which the
prophet here refers, intimating that now those times had come which Moses there foretold, Deut.
xxxi. 29. Or thisis an appeal to heaven and earth, to angels and then to the inhabitants of the upper
and lower world. Let them judge between God and hisvineyard; can either produce such an instance
of ingratitude? Note, God will be justified when he speaks, and both heaven and earth shall declare
his righteousness, Mic. vi. 1, 2; Ps. |. 6.

I1. He charges them with base ingratitude, acrime of the highest nature. Call aman ungrateful,
and you can call him no worse. L et heaven and earth hear and wonder at, 1. God's gracious dealings
with such a peevish provoking people as they were: "I have nourished and brought them up as
children; they have been well fed and well taught” (Deut. xxxii. 6); "1 have magnified and exalted
them" (so some), "not only made them grow, but made them great—not only maintained them, but
preferred them—not only trained them up, but raised them high." Note, We owe the continuance
of our lives and comforts, and all our advancements, to God's fatherly care of us and kindness to
us. 2. Their ill-natured conduct towards him, who was so tender of them: "They have rebelled
against me," or (assomeread it) "they have revolted from me; they have been deserters, nay traitors,
against my crown and dignity." Note, All the instances of God's favour to us, as the God both of
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our nature and of our nurture, aggravate our treacherous departures from him and al our
presumptuous oppositions to him—children, and yet rebels!

[11. He attributes this to their ignorance and inconsideration (v. 3): The ox knows, but Israel
does not. Observe, 1. The sagacity of the ox and the ass, which are not only brute creatures, but of
the dullest sort; yet the ox has such a sense of duty asto know hisowner and to serve him, to submit
to his yoke and to draw in it; the ass has such a sense of interest as to know has master's crib, or
manger, where he is fed, and to abide by it; he will go to that of himself if he be turned loose. A
fine pass man has come to when he is shamed even in knowledge and understanding by these silly
animals, and is not only sent to school to them (Prov. vi. 6, 7), but set in aform below them (Jer.
viii. 7), taught more than the beasts of the earth (Job xxxv. 11) and yet knowing less. 2. The
sottishness and stupidity of Israel. God is their owner and proprietor. He made us, and hiswe are
morethan our cattle are ours; he has provided well for us; providenceisour Master's crib; yet many
that are called the people of God do not know and will not consider this, but ask, "What is the
Almighty that we should serve him? He is not our owner; and what profit shall we have if we pray
unto him? Hehasno crib for usto feed at." He had complained (v. 2) of the obstinacy of their wills;
They haverebelled against me. Here herunsit up to its cause: " Therefore they have rebelled because
they do not know, they do not consider.” The understanding is darkened, and therefore the whole
soul isalienated from the life of God, Eph. iv. 18. "Israel does not know, though their land isaland
of light and knowledge; in Judah is God known, yet, because they do not live up to what they know,
itisin effect asif they did not know. They know; but their knowledge does them no good, because
they do not consider what they know; they do not apply it to their case, nor their mindstoit." Note,
(1.) Even among those that professthemsel ves God's peopl e, that have the advantages and lie under
the engagements of his people, there are many that are very careless in the affairs of their souls.
(2.) Inconsideration of what we do know isas great an enemy to usin religion asignorance of what
we should know. (3.) Therefore men revolt from God, and rebel against him, because they do not
know and consider their obligationsto God in duty, gratitude, and interest.

IV. He laments the universal pravity and corruption of their church and kingdom. The disease
of sin was epidemic, and all orders and degrees of men were infected with it; Ah sinful nation! v.
4. The prophet bemoans those that would not bemoan themselves: Alas for them! Woe to them!
He speaks with holy indignation at their degeneracy, and a dread of the consequences of it. See
here,

1. How he aggravates their sin, and shows the malignity that there was in it, v. 4. (1.) The
wickedness was universal. They were asinful nation; the generality of the people were vicious and
profane. They were so in their national capacity. In the management of their public treaties abroad,
and in the administration of public justice at home, they were corrupt. Note, It isill with a people
when sin becomes national. (2.) It was very great and heinous in its nature. They were laden with
iniquity; the guilt of it, and the curse incurred by that guilt, lay very heavily upon them. It was a
heavy charge that was exhibited against them, and one which they could never clear themselves
from; their wickedness was upon them as a talent of lead, Zec. v. 7, 8. Their sin, asit did easily
beset them and they were proneto it, was aweight upon them, Heb. xii. 1. (3.) They came of abad
stock, were a seed of evil-doers. Treachery ran in their blood; they had it by kind, which made the
matter so much the worse, more provoking and less curable. They rose up in their fathers' stead,
and trod in their fathers' steps, to fill up the measure of their iniquity, Num. xxxii. 14. They were
arace and family of rebels. (4.) Those that were themselves debauched did what they could to
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debauch others. They were not only corrupt children, born tainted, but children that were corrupters,
that propagated vice, and infected otherswith it—not only sinners, but tempters—not only actuated
by Satan, but agentsfor him. If those that are called children, God's children, that are looked upon
as belonging to his family, be wicked and vile, their example is of the most malignant influence.
(5.) Their sin was a treacherous departure from God. They were deserters from their allegiance:
"They have for saken the Lord, to whom they had joined themsel ves;, they have gone away backward,
are alienated or separated from God, have turned their back upon him, deserted their colours, and
quitted their service." When they were urged forward, they ran backward, as a bullock unaccustomed
to the yoke, asa backsdliding heifer, Hos. iv. 16. (6.) It was an impudent and daring defiance of him:
They have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger wilfully and designedly; they knew what
would anger him, and that they did. Note, The backdlidings of those that have professed religion
and relation to God are in a special manner provoking to him.

2. How heillustrates it by a comparison taken from a sick and diseased body, all overspread
with leprosy, or, like Job's, with sore boils, v. 5, 6. (1.) The distemper has seized the vitals, and so
threatens to be mortal. Diseasesin the head and heart are most dangerous; now the head, the whole
head, is sick—the heart, the whole heart, is faint. They had become corrupt in their judgment: the
leprosy was in their head. They were utterly unclean; their affection to God and religion was cold
and gone; the things which remained were ready to die away, Rev. iii. 2. (2.) It has overspread the
whole body, and so becomes exceedingly noisome; Fromthe sole of the foot even to the head, from
the meanest peasant to the greatest peer, there is no soundness, no good principles, no religion (for
that isthe health of the soul), nothing but wounds and bruises, guilt and corruption, the sad effects
of Adam'sfall, noisome to the holy God, painful to the sensible soul; they were so to David when
he complained (Ps. xxxviii. 5), My wounds stink, and are corrupt, because of my foolishness. See
Ps. xxxii. 3, 4. No attempts were made for reformation, or, if they were, they proved ineffectual:
The wounds have not been closed, not bound up, nor mollified with ointment. While sin remains
unrepented of the wounds are unsearched, unwashed, the proud flesh in them not cut out, and while,
consequently, it remains unpardoned, the wounds are not mollified or closed up, nor any thing done
towards the healing of them and the preventing of their fatal consequences.

V. He sadly bewails the judgments of God which they had brought upon themselves by their
sins, and their incorrigibleness under those judgments. 1. Their kingdom was amost ruined, v. 7.
So miserable were they that both their towns and their lands were wasted, and yet so stupid that
they needed to be told this, to have it shown to them. "Look and see how it is; your country is
desolate; the ground is not cultivated, for want of inhabitants, the villages being deserted, Judg. v.
7. And thus the fields and vineyards become like deserts, all grown over with thorns, Prov. xxiv.
31. Your cities are burned with fire, by the enemies that invade you" (fire and sword commonly
go together); "as for the fruits of your land, which should be food for your families, strangers
devour them; and, to your greater vexation, it is before your eyes, and you cannot prevent it; you
starve while your enemies surfeit on that which should be your maintenance. The overthrow of
your country is as the overthrow of strangers; it is used by the invaders, as one might expect it
should be used by strangers.” Jerusalem itself, which was as the daughter of Zion (the temple built
on Zion was a mother, a nursing mother, to Jerusalem), or Zion itself, the holy mountain, which
had been dear to God as a daughter, was now lost, deserted, and exposed asa cottagein a vineyard,
which, when the vintage is over, nobody dwells in or takes any care of, and looks as mean and
despicable as a lodge or hut, in a garden of cucumbers; and every person is afraid of coming near
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it, and solicitous to remove his effects out of it, asif it were a besieged city, v. 8. And some think,
it is a calamitous state of the kingdom that is represented by a diseased body, v. 6. Probably this
sermon was preached in the reign of Ahaz, when Judah was invaded by the kings of Syria and
Israel, the Edomites and the Philistines, who slew many, and carried many away into captivity, 2
Chron. xxviii. 5, 17, 18. Note, National impiety and immorality bring national desolation. Canaan,
the glory of all lands, Mount Zion, the joy of the whole earth, both became a reproach and aruin;
and sin made them so, that great mischief-maker. 2. Y et they were not al reformed, and therefore
God threatens to take another course with them (v. 5): "Why should you be stricken any more, with
any expectation of doing you good by it, when you increase revolts as your rebukes are increased?
You will revolt more and more, as you have done," as Ahaz particularly did, who, in his distress,
trespassed yet more against the Lord, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. Thus the physician, when he sees the
patient's case desperate, troubles him no more with physic; and the father resolves to correct his
child no more when, finding him hardened, he determines to disinherit him. Note, (1.) There are
those who are made worse by the methods God takes to make them better; the more they are stricken
the more they revolt; their corruptions, instead of being mortified, are irritated and exasperated by
their afflictions, and their hearts more hardened. (2.) God, sometimes, in away of righteous judgment,
ceases to correct those who have been long incorrigible, and whom therefore he designsto destroy.
Thereprobate silver shall be cast, not into the furnace, but to the dunghill, Jer. vi. 29, 30. See Ezek.
xxiv. 13; Hos. iv. 14. He that isfilthy, let him be filthy still.

V1. He comforts himself with the consideration of aremnant that should be the monuments of
divine grace and mercy, notwithstanding this general corruption and desolation, v. 9. See here, 1.
How near they wereto an utter extirpation. They were almost like Sodom and Gomorrah in respect
both of sin and ruin, had grown almost so bad that there could not have been found ten righteous
men among them, and almost as miserable as if none had been left alive, but their country turned
into a sulphureous lake. Divine Justice said, Make them as Admah; set them as Zeboim; but Mercy
said, How shall | doit? Hos. xi. 8, 9. 2. What it was that saved them from it: The Lord of hosts | eft
unto them a very small remnant, that were kept pure from the common apostasy and kept safe and
alive from the common calamity. Thisis quoted by the apostle (Rom. ix. 27), and applied to those
few of the Jewish nation who in his time embraced Christianity, when the body of the people
rejected it, and in whom the promises made to the fathers were accomplished. Note, (1.) In the
worst of times thereis aremnant preserved from iniquity and reserved for mercy, as Noah and his
family inthe deluge, Lot and hisin the destruction of Sodom. Divine grace triumphsin distinguishing
by an act of sovereignty. (2.) This remnant is often a very small one in comparison with the vast
number of revolting ruined sinners. Multitudeis no mark of thetrue church. Christ'sisalittleflock.
(3.) It is God's work to sanctify and save some, when others are |eft to perish in their impurity. It
isthework of his power asthe Lord of hosts. Except he had left us that remnant, there would have
been none left; the corrupters (v. 4) did what they could to debauch all, and the devourers (v. 7) to
destroy all, and they would have prevailed of God himself had not interposed to secure to himself
aremnant, who are bound to give him all theglory. (4.) It isgood for apeople that have been saved
from utter ruin to look back and see how near they wereto it, just upon the brink of it, to see how
much they owed to a few good men that stood in the gap, and that that was owing to a good God,
who left them these good men. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed.

The Vanity of Mere Ritual Obedience. (b. c. 738.)
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10 Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our
God, ye people of Gomorrah. 11 Towhat purposeisthe multitude of your sacrifices
unto me? saith the Lord: | am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed
beasts; and | delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 12
When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread
my courts? 13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me;
the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, | cannot away with; it is
iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 14 Y our new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hateth: they are atrouble unto me; | am weary to bear them. 15 And when
ye spread forth your hands, | will hide mine eyesfrom you: yea, when ye make many

prayers, | will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

Here, 1. God callsto them (but callsin vain) to hear hisword, v. 10. 1. Thetitle he gives them
is very strange; You rulers of Sodom, and people of Gomorrah. This intimates what a righteous
thing it would have been with God to make them like Sodom and Gomorrah in respect of ruin (v.
9), because that had made themselves like Sodom and Gomorrah in respect of sin. The men of
Sodom were wicked, and sinners before the Lord exceedingly (Gen. xiii. 13), and so were the men
of Judah. When the rulers were bad, no wonder the people were so. Vice overpowered virtue, for
it had the rulers, the men of figure, on its side; and it out-polled it, for it had the people, the men
of number, on itsside. The streams being thus strong, no less a power than that of the Lord of hosts
could securearemnant, v. 9. Therulersare boldly attacked here by the prophet as rulers of Sodom;
for he knew not how to give flattering titles. The tradition of the Jews is that for this he was
impeached long after, and put to death, as having cursed the gods and spoken evil of the ruler of
his people. 2. His demand upon them is very reasonable: "Hear the word of the Lord, and give ear
to the law of our God; attend to that which God hasto say to you, and let hisword be alaw to you."
Thefollowing declaration of disliketo their sacrificeswould be akind of new law to them, though
really it was but an explication of the old law; but special regard isto be had to it, asisrequired to
thelike, Ps. I. 7, 8. "Hear this, and tremble; hear it, and take warning."

I1. He justly refuses to hear their prayers and accept their services, their sacrifices and
burnt-offerings, the fat and blood of them (v. 11), their attendance in his courts (v. 12), their
oblations, their incense, and their solemn assemblies (v. 13), their new moons and their appointed
feasts (v. 14), their devoutest addresses (v. 15); they are all rgjected, because their hands were full
of blood. Now observe,

1. There are many who are strangers, nay, enemies, to the power of religion, and yet seem very
zealous for the show and shadow and form of it. This sinful nation, this seed of evil-doers, these
rulers of Sodom and people of Gomorrah, brought, not to the altars of false gods (they are not here
charged with that), but to the altar of the God of Israel, sacrifices, amultitude of them, as many as
the law required and rather more—not only peace-offerings, which they themselves had their share
of, but burnt-offerings, which were wholly consumed to the honour of God; nor did they bring the
torn, and lame, and sick, but fed beasts, and the fat of them, the best of the kind. They did not send
othersto offer their sacrifices for them, but came themselves to appear before God. They observed
the instituted places (not in high places or groves, but in God's own courts), and the instituted time,
the new moons, and sabbaths, and appointed feasts, none of which they omitted. Nay, it should
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seem, they called extraordinary assemblies, and held solemn meetingsfor religiousworship, besides
those that God had appointed. Yet this was not all: they applied to God, not only with their
ceremonial observances, but with the exercises of devotion. They prayed, prayed often, made many
prayers, thinking they should be heard for their much speaking; nay, they were fervent and
importunatein prayer, they spread forth their hands as men in earnest. Now we should have thought
these, and, no doubt, they thought themselves, a pious religious people; and yet they were far from
being so, for (1.) Their hearts were empty of true devotion. They came to appear before God (v.
12), to be seen before him (so the margin reads it); they rested in the outside of the duties; they
looked no further than to be seen of men, and went no further than that which men see. (2.) Their
hands were full of blood. They were guilty of murder, rapine, and oppression, under colour of law
and justice. The people shed blood, and the rulers did not punish them for it; the rulers shed blood,
and the people were aiding and abetting, asthe elders of Jezreel wereto Jezebel in shedding Naboth's
blood. Malice is heart-murder in the account of God; he that hates his brother in his heart has, in
effect, his hands full of blood.

2. When sinners are under the judgments of God they will more easily be brought to fly to
their devotions than to forsake their sins and reform their lives. Their country was now desolate,
and their cities were burnt (v. 7), which awakened them to bring their sacrifices and offerings to
God more constantly than they had done, as if they would bribe God Almighty to remove the
punishment and give them leave to go on in the sin. When he slew them, then they sought him, Ps.
Ixxviii. 34. Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, ch. xxvi. 16. Many that will readily part with
their sacrifices will not be persuaded to part with their sins.

3. The most pompous and costly devotions of wicked people, without a thorough reformation
of the heart and life, are so far from being acceptable to God that really they are an abomination to
him. It ishere shown in agreat variety of expressionsthat to obey is better than sacrifice; nay, that
sacrifice, without obedience, isajest, an affront and provocation to God. The comparative neglect
which God here expresses of ceremonial observance was a tacit intimation of what they would
come to at last, when they would all be done away by the death of Christ. What was now made
little of would in due time be made nothing of. "Sacrifice and offering, and prayer made in the
virtue of them, thou wouldest not; then said I, Lo, | come." Their sacrifices are here represented,

(1.) Asfruitless and insignificant; To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices? v. 11.
They are vain oblations, v. 13. In vain do they worship me, Matt. xv. 9. Their attention to God's
ingtitutions was all lost labour, and served not to answer any good intention; for, [1.] It was not
looked upon as any act of duty or obedience to God: Who has required these things at your hands?
v. 12. Not that God disowns his institutions, or refuses to stand by his own warrants; but in what
they did they had not an eye to him that required it, nor indeed did he require it of those whose
hands were full of blood and who continued impenitent. [2.] It did not recommend them to God's
favour. He delighted not in the blood of their sacrifices, for he did not look upon himself as honoured
by it. [3.] It would not obtain any relief for them. They pray, but God will not hear, because they
regard iniquity (Ps. Ixvi. 18); he will not deliver them, for, though they make many prayers, none
of them come from an upright heart. All their religious service turned to no account to them. Nay,

(2.) As odious and offensive. God did not only not accept them, but he did detest and abhor
them. "They areyour sacrifices, they are none of mine; | am full of them, even surfeited with them."
He needed them not (Ps. I. 10), did not desire them, had had enough of them, and more than enough.
Their coming into his courts he calls treading them, or trampling upon them; their very attendance
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on his ordinances was construed into a contempt of them. Their incense, though ever so fragrant,
was an abomination to him, for it was burnt in hypocrisy and with an ill design. Their solemn
assemblies he could not away with, could not see them with any patience, nor bear the affront they
gave him. The solemn meeting isiniquity; though the thing itself was not, yet, as they managed it,
it became so. It is a vexation (so some read it), a provocation, to God, to have ordinances thus
prostituted, not only by wicked people, but to wicked purposes. "My soul hates them; they are a
trouble to me, aburden, an incumbrance; | am perfectly sick of them, and weary of bearing them.”
God isnever weary of hearing the prayers of the upright, but soon weary of the costly sacrifices of
the wicked. He hides his eyes from their prayers, as that which he has an aversion to and is angry
at. All thisisto show, [1.] That sin is very hateful to God, so hateful that it makes even men's
prayers and their religious services hateful to him. [2.] That dissembled piety is double iniquity.
Hypocrisy in religion is of al things most abominable to the God of heaven. Jerome applies the
passage to the Jews in Christ's time, who pretended a great zeal for the law and the temple, but
made themselves and all their services abominable to God by filling their hands with the blood of
Christ and his apostles, and so filling up the measure of their iniquities.

A Call to Repentance; Repentance and Refor mation Urged. (b. c. 738.)

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doingsfrom before mine
eyes, ceaseto do evil; 17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed,
judgethefatherless, plead for thewidow. 18 Comenow, and let usreason together,
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be aswool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient,
yeshall eat thegood of theland: 20 But if yerefuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured

with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Though God had rejected their services asinsufficient to atonefor their sinswhilethey persisted
in them, yet he does not reject them as in a hopel ess condition, but here calls upon them to forsake
their sins, which hindered the acceptance of their services, and then all would be well. Let them
not say that God picked quarrels with them; no, he proposes a method of reconciliation. Observe
here,

I. A call to repentance and reformation: "If you would have your sacrifices accepted, and your
prayers answered, you must begin your work at the right end: Be converted to my law" (so the
Chaldee begins this exhortation), "make conscience of second-table duties, else expect not to be
accepted in the acts of your devotion." As justice and charity will never atone for atheism and
profaneness, so prayers and sacrifices will never atone for fraud and oppression; for righteousness
towards men is as much a branch of purereligion as religion towards God is a branch of universal
righteousness.

1. They must cease to do evil, must do no more wrong, shed no more innocent blood. Thisis
the meaning of washing themselves and making themselves clean, v. 16. It is not only sorrowing
for the sin they had committed, but breaking off the practice of it for the future, and mortifying all
those vicious affections and dispositions which inclined them to it. Sin is defiling to the soul. Our
business is to wash ourselves from it by repenting of it and turning from it to God. We must put
away not only that evil of our doings which is before the eye of the world, by refraining from the
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gross acts of sin, but that which is before God's eyes, the roots and habits of sin, that are in our
hearts; these must be crushed and mortified.

2. They must learn to do well. Thiswas necessary to the completing of their repentance. Note,
It is not enough that we cease to do evil, but we must learn to do well. (1.) We must be doing, not
cease to do evil and then stand idle. (2.) We must be doing good, the good which the Lord our God
requires and which will turn to a good account. (3.) We must do it well, in aright manner and for
aright end; and, (4.) We must learn to do well; we must take pains to get the knowledge of our
duty, beinquisitive concerningit, in care about it, and accustom ourselvesto it, that we may readily
turn our hands to our work and become masters of this holy art of doing well. He urges them
particularly to those instances of well-doing wherein they had been defective, to second-table duties:
"Seek judgment; enquire what is right, that you may do it; be solicitous to be found in the way of
your duty, and do not walk carelessly. Seek opportunities of doing good: Relieve the oppressed,
those whom you yoursel ves have oppressed; ease them of their burdens, ch. lviii. 6. Y ou, that have
power in your hands, useit for therelief of those whom others do oppress, for that isyour business.
Avenge those that suffer wrong, in a special manner concerning yourselves for the fatherless and
the widow, whom, because they are weak and helpless, proud men trample upon and abuse; do you
appear for them at the bar, on the bench, as there is occasion. Speak for those that know not how
to speak for themselves and that have not wherewithal to gratify you for your kindness." Note, We
are truly honouring God when we are doing good in the world; and acts of justice and charity are
more pleasing to him than all burnt-offerings and sacrifices.

I1. A demonstration, at the bar of right reason, of the equity of God's proceedings with them:
"Come now, and let usreason together (v. 18); whileyour handsarefull of blood | will have nothing
to do with you, though you bring me amultitude of sacrifices; but if you wash, and make yourselves
clean, you are welcometo draw nigh to me; come now, and let ustalk the matter over." Note, Those,
and those only, that break off their league with sin, shall be welcome into covenant and communion
with God; he says, Come now, who before forbade them his courts. See Jam. iv. 8. Or rather thus.
There were those among them who looked upon themselves as affronted by the slights God put
upon the multitude of their sacrifices, as ch. lviii. 3, Wherefore have we fasted (say they) and thou
seest not? They represented God as ahard Master, whom it wasimpossibleto please. "Come," says
God, "let us debate the matter fairly, and | doubt not but to make it out that my ways are equal, but
yours are unequal,” Ezek. xviii. 25. Note, Religion has reason on its side; thereis all thereasonin
the world why we should do as God would have us do. The God of heaven condescends to reason
the case with those that contradict him and find fault with his proceedings; for he will be justified
when he speaks, Ps. li. 4. The case needs only to be stated (as it is here very fairly) and it will
determineitself. God shows here upon what termsthey stood (as he does, Ezek. xviii. 21-24; xxxiii.
18, 19) and then leaves it to them to judge whether these terms are not fair and reasonable.

1. They could not in reason expect any more then, if they repented and reformed, they should
be restored to God's favour, notwithstanding their former provocations. "This you may expect,”
says God, and it is very kind; who could have the face to desire it upon any other terms? (1.) It is
very little that is required, "only that you be willing and obedient, that you consent to obey" (so
some read it), "that you subject your wills to the will of God, acquiesce in that, and give up
yourselves in al things to be ruled by him who isinfinitely wise and good" Here is no penance
imposed for their former stubbornness, nor the yoke made heavier or bound harder on their necks;
only, "Whereas hitherto you have been perverse and refractory, and would not comply with that
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which wasfor your own good, now betractable, be governable" He doesnot say, "If you be perfectly
obedient,” but, "If you be willingly so;" for, if there be awilling mind, it is accepted. (2.) That is
very great which is promised hereupon. [1.] That all their sins should be pardoned to them, and
should not be mentioned against them. "Though they be as red as scarlet and crimson, though you
lie under the guilt of blood, yet, upon your repentance, even that shall be forgiven you, and you
shall appear in the sight of God as white as snow." Note, The greatest sinners, if they truly repent,
shall have their sins forgiven them, and so have their consciences pacified and purified. Though
our sins have been as scarlet and crimson, as deep dye, a double dye, first in the wool of original
corruption and afterwards in the many threads of actual transgression—though we have been often
dipped, by our many backdlidings, into sin, and though we have lain long soaking in it, asthe cloth
does in the scarlet dye, yet pardoning mercy will thoroughly discharge the stain, and, being by it
purged as with hyssop, we shall be clean, Ps. li. 7. If we make ourselves clean by repentance and
reformation (v. 16), God will make us white by afull remission. [2.] That they should have al the
happiness and comfort they could desire. "Be but willing and obedient, and you shall eat the good
of theland, theland of promise; you shall have all the blessings of the new covenant, of the heavenly
Canaan, al the good of the land." Those that go on in sin, though they may dwell in a good land,
cannot with any comfort eat the good of it; guilt embitters al; but, if sin be pardoned,
creature-comforts become comforts indeed.

2. They could not in reason expect any other than that, if they continued obstinate in their
disobedience, they should be abandoned to ruin, and the sentence of the law should be executed
upon them; what can be more just? (v. 20); "If you refuse and rebel, if you continueto rebel against
the divine government and refuse the offers of the divine grace, you shall be devoured with the
sword, with the sword of your enemies, which shall be commissioned to destroy you—with the
sword of God's justice, hiswrath, and vengeance, which shall be drawn against you; for thisisthat
which the mouth of the Lord has spoken, and which he will make good, for the maintaining of his
own honour." Note, Those that will not be governed by God's sceptre will certainly and justly be
devoured by his sword.

"And now life and death, good and evil, are thus set before you. Come, and let us reason
together. What have you to object against the equity of this, or against complying with God'sterms?’

The Degener acy of Jerusalem; Reformation of the Church. (b. c. 738.)

21 How isthefaithful city becomeaharlot! it wasfull of judgment; righteousness
lodged in it; but now murderers. 22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed
with water: 23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one
loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth
the cause of the widow come unto them. 24 Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of
hosts, the mighty One of Israel, Ah, | will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge
me of mineenemies. 25 And | will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away
thy dross, and take away all thy tin: 26 And | will restore thy judges as at the first,
and thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of
righteousness, the faithful city. 27 Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her
convertswith righteousness. 28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the
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sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 29 For
they shall be ashamed of the oakswhich ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded
for the gardensthat ye have chosen. 30 For ye shall be as an oak whose |eaf fadeth,
and asagarden that hath nowater. 31 And the strong shall be astow, and the maker

of it asa spark, and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them.
Here, |. The woeful degeneracy of Judah and Jerusalem is sadly lamented. See, 1. What the
royal city had been, afaithful city, faithful to God and the interests of his kingdom among men,
faithful to the nation and its public interests. It was full of judgment; justice was duly administered
upon the thrones of judgment which were set there, the thrones of the house of David, Ps. cxxii. 5.
Men were generally honest in their dealings, and abhorred to do an unjust thing. Righteousness
lodged in it, was constantly resident in their palaces and in all their dwellings, not called in now
and then to serve aturn, but at home there. Note, Neither holy cities nor royal ones, neither places
wherereligion is professed nor places where government is administered, are faithful to their trust
if religion do not dwell in them. 2. What it had now become. That beauteous virtuous spouse was
now debauched, and become an adulteress; righteousness no longer dwelt in Jerusalem (terras
Astraea reliquit—Astrea left the earth); even murderers were unpunished and lived undisturbed
there; nay, the princes themselveswere so cruel and oppressive that they had become no better than
murderers; an innocent man might better guard himself against atroop of banditti or nsthan
against a bench of such judges. Note, It isagreat aggravation of the wickedness of any family or
people that their ancestors were famed for virtue and probity; and commonly those that thus
degenerate prove the most wicked of all men. Corruptio optimi est pessima—That which was
originally the best becomes when corrupted theworst, Luke xi. 26; Eccl. iii. 16. See Jer. xxii. 15-17.
The degeneracy of Jerusalemisillustrated, (1.) By similitudes (v. 22): Thy silver has become dross.
This degeneracy of the magistrates, whose character is the reverse of that of their predecessors, is
agreat areproach and injury to the kingdom as the debasing of their coin would be and the turning
of their silver into dross. Righteous princes and righteous cities are as silver for the treasury, but
unrighteous ones are as dross for the dunghill. How hasthe gold become dim! Lam. iv. 1. Thy wine
is mixed with water, and so has become flat and sour. Some understand both these literally: the
wine they sold was adulterated, it was half water; the money they paid was counterfeit, and so they
cheated all they dealt with. But it is rather to be taken figuratively: justice was perverted by their
princes, and religion and the word of God were sophisticated by their priests, and made to serve
what turn they pleased. Dross may shine like silver, and the wine that is mixed with water may
retain the colour of wine, but neither is worth any thing. Thus they retained a show and pretence
of virtue and justice, but had no true sense of either. (2.) By someinstances (v. 23): "Thy princes,
that should keep othersin their allegiance to God and subjection to hislaw, arethemselvesrebellious,
and set God and hislaw at defiance." Those that should restrain thieves (proud and rich oppressors,
those worst of robbers, and those that designedly cheat their creditors, who are no better), are
themselves companions of thieves, connive at them, do as they do, and with greater security and
success, because they are princes, and have power in their hands; they share with the thieves they
protect in their unlawful gain ( Ps. |. 18) and cast in their lot among them, Prov. i. 13, 14.[1.] The
profit of their placesis all their aim, to make the best hand they can of them, right or wrong. They
love gifts, and follow after rewards; they set their hearts upon their salary, the fees and perquisites
of their offices, and are greedy of them, and never think they can get enough; nay, they will do any
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thing, though ever so contrary to law and justice, for a gift in secret. Presents and gratuities will
blind their eyes at any time, and make them pervert judgment. These they love and are eager in the
pursuit of, Hos. ix. 18. [2.] The duty of their places is none of their care. They ought to protect
those that are injured, and take cognizance of the appeals made to them; why else were they
preferred? But they judge not the fatherless, take no care to guard the orphans, nor does the cause
of the widow come unto them, because the poor widow has no bribe to give, with which to make
way for her and to bring her cause on. Those will have agreat deal to answer for who, when they
should be the patrons of the oppressed, are their greatest oppressors.

I1. A resolution is taken up to redress these grievances (v. 24): Therefore saith the Lord, the
Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel—who has power to make good what he says, who has hosts
at command for the executing of his purposes, and whose power is engaged for his Israel—Ah! |
will ease me of my adversaries. Observe,

1. Wicked people, especialy wicked rulers that are cruel and oppressive, are God's enemies,
his adversaries, and shall so be accounted and so dealt with. If the holy seed corrupt themselves,
they are the foes of his own house.

2. They are aburden to the God of heaven, which isimplied in his easing himself of them. The
Mighty One of Israel, that can bear any thing, nay, that upholds all things, complains of his being
wearied with men'siniquities, ch. xliii. 24. Amosii. 13.

3. God will find out atime and away to ease himself of this burden, by avenging himself on
those that thus bear hard upon his patience. He here speaks as one triumphing in the foresight of
it: Ah. I will ease me. He will ease the earth of the burden under which it groans (Rom. viii. 21,
22), will ease his own name of the reproaches with which it is loaded. He will be eased of his
adversaries, by taking vengeance on his enemies; he will spue them out of his mouth, and so be
eased of them, Rev. iii. 16. He speaks with pleasure of the day of vengeance being in his heart, ch.
Ixiii. 4. If God's professing people conform not to hisimage, as the Holy One of Isradl (v. 4), they
shall feel the weight of his hand as the Mighty One of Isragl: his power, which was wont to be
engaged for them, shall be armed against them. In two ways God will ease himself of this
grievance.—

(1.) By reforming his church, and restoring good judges in the room of those corrupt ones.
Though the church has a great deal of drossin it, yet it shall not be thrown away, but refined (v.
25): "1 will purely purge away thy dross. | will amend what is amiss. Vice and profaneness shall
be suppressed and put out of countenance, oppressors displaced, and deprived of their power to do
mischief." When things are ever so bad God can set them to rights, and bring about a complete
reformation; when he begins he will make an end, will take away all the tin. Observe, [1.] The
reformation of a people is God's own work, and, if ever it be done, it is he that brings it about: "I
will turn my hand upon thee; | will do that for the reviving of religion which | did at first for the
planting of it." He can do it easily, with the turn of his hand; but he does it effectually, for what
opposition can stand before the arm of the Lord revealed? [2.] He does it by blessing them with
good magistrates and good ministers of state (v. 26): "1 will restore thy judges as at the first, to put
the laws in execution against evil-doers, and thy counsellors, to transact public affairs, as at the
beginning," either the same persons that had been turned out or others of the same character. [3.]
Hedoesit by restoring judgment and righteousness among them (v. 27), by planting in men'sminds
principles of justice and governing their lives by those principles. Men may do much by external
restraints; but God doesit effectually by the influences of his Spirit, asa Spirit of judgment, ch. iv.
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4; xxviii. 6. See Ps. Ixxxv. 10, 11. [4.] The reformation of a people will be the redemption of them
and their converts, for sin is the worst captivity, the worst savery, and the great and eternal
redemption isthat by which Israel isredeemed fromall hisiniquities (Ps. cxxx. 8), and the blessed
Redeemer is he that turns away ungodliness from Jacob (Rom. xi. 26), and saves his people from
their sins, Matt. i. 21. All the redeemed of the Lord shall be converts, and their conversion istheir
redemption: "Her converts, or those that return of her (so the margin), shall be redeemed with
righteousness.” God worksdeliverancefor usby preparing usfor it with judgment and righteousness.
[5.] The reviving of a peopl€'s virtues is the restoring of their honour: Afterwards thou shalt be
called the city of righteousness, the faithful city; that is, First, "Thou shalt be so;" the reforming of
the magistracy isagood step towards the reforming of the city and the country too. Secondly, "Thou
shalt have the praise of being so;" and a greater praise there cannot be to any city than to be called
the city of righteousness, and to retrieve the ancient honour which was lost when the faithful city
became a harlot, v. 21.

(2.) By cutting off those that hate to be reformed, that they may not remain either as snares or
as scandalsto thefaithful city. [1.] itisan utter ruin that is here threatened. They shall be destroyed
and consumed, and not chastened and corrected only. The extirpation of them will be necessary to
the redemption of Zion. [2.] It is a universal ruin, which will involve the transgressors and the
sinners together, that is, the openly profane that have quite cast of all religion, and the hypocrites
that live wicked lives under the cloak of a religious profession—they shall both be destroyed
together, for they are both alike an abomination to God, both those that contradict religion and
those that contradict themselvesin their pretensionsto it. And those that for sake the Lord, to whom
they had formerly joined themselves, shall be consumed, as the water in the conduit-pipe is soon
consumed when it is cut off from the fountain. [3.] It is an inevitable ruin; there is no escaping it.
First, Their idols shall not be able to help them, the oaks which they have desired, and the gardens
which they have chosen; that is, the images, the dunghill-gods, which they had worshipped in their
groves and under the green trees, which they were fond of and wedded to, for which they forsook
the true God, and which they worshipped privately in their own garden even when idolatry was
publicly discountenanced. " Thiswasthe practice of the transgressors and the sinners; but they shall
be ashamed of it, not with a show of repentance, but of despair, v. 29. They shall have cause to be
ashamed of their idals; for, after al the court they have made to them, they shall find no benefit by
them; but theidolsthemselves shall go into captivity,” ch. xlvi. 1, 2. Note, Those that make creatures
their confidence are but preparing confusion for themselves. You were fond of the oaks and the
gardens, but you yourselves shall be, 1. "Like an oak without |eaves, withered and blasted, and
stripped of all its ornaments.” Justly do those wear no leaves that bear no fruit; as the fig-tree that
Christ cursed. 2. "Like a garden without water, that is neither rained upon nor watered with the
foot (Deut. xi. 10), that had no fountain (Cant. iv. 15), and consequently is parched, and all the
fruits of it gone to decay.” Thus shall those be that trust in idols, or in an arm of flesh, Jer. xvii. 5,
6. But those that trust in God never find him as a wilderness, or as waters that fail, Jer. ii. 31.
Secondly, They shall not be able to help themselves (v. 31): "Even the strong man shall be as tow
not only soon broken and pulled to pieces, but easily catching fire; and his work (so the margin
reads it), that by which he hopes to fortify and secure himself, shall be as a spark to his own tow,
shall set him on fire, and he and his work shall burn together. His counsels shall be his ruin; his
own skin kindlesthe fire of God's wrath, which shall burn to the lowest hell, and none shall quench
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it." When the sinner has made himself as tow and stubble, and God makes himself to him as a
consuming fore, what can prevent the utter ruin of the sinner?

Now al this is applicable, 1. To the blessed work of reformation which was wrought in
Hezekiah's time after the abominable corruptions of the reign of Ahaz. Then good men cameto be
preferred, and the faces of the wicked werefilled with shame. 2. To their return out of their captivity
in Babylon, which had thoroughly cured them of idolatry. 3. To the gospel-kingdom and the pouring
out of the Spirit, by which the New-Testament church should be made a new Jerusalem, a city of
righteousness. 4. To the second coming of Christ, when he shall thoroughly purge his floor, his
field, shall gather the wheat into his barn, into his garner, and burn the chaff, the tares, with
unquenchablefire.

| SATAH.

CHAP. II.

With this chapter begins a new sermon, which is continued in the two following chapters. The
subject of this discourse is Judah and Jerusalem, ver. 1. In this chapter the prophet speaks, |. Of
the glory of the Christians, Jerusalem, the gospel-church inthe latter days, in the accession of many
toit (ver. 2, 3), and the great peace it should introduce into the world (ver. 4), whence he infersthe
duty of the house of Jacob, ver. 5. Il. Of the shame of the Jews, Jerusalem, as it then was, and as
it would be after itsrejection of the gospel and being rejected of God. 1. Their sin wastheir shame,
ver. 6-9. 2. God by his judgments would humble them and put them to shame, ver. 10-17. 3. They
should themsel ves be ashamed of their confidence in their idols and in an arm of flesh, ver. 18-22.
And now which of these Jerusalems will we be the inhabitants of—that which is full of the
knowledge of God, which will be our everlasting honour, or that whichisfull of horsesand chariots,
and silver and gold, and such idols, which will in the end be our shame?

I ncrease of the Church Predicted. (b. c. 758.)

1 The word that |saiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted abovethe hills;
and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and
he will teach us of hisways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 And he shall judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spearsinto pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and
let uswalk in the light of the Lord.
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The particular title of this sermon (v. 1) isthe same with the genera title of the book (ch. i. 1),
only that what isthere called the vision is here called the word which Isaiah saw (or the matter, or
thing, which he saw), the truth of which he had as full an assurance of in hisown mind asif he had
seen it with his bodily eyes. Or this word was brought to him in avision; something he saw when
he received this message from God. John turned to see the voice that spoke with him. Rev. i. 12.

This sermon begins with the prophecy relating to the last days, the days of the Messiah, when
his kingdom should be set up in theworld, at the latter end of the Mosaic economy. In the last days
of the earthly Jerusalem, just before the destruction of it, this heavenly Jerusalem should be erected,
Heb. xii. 22; Gal. iv. 26. Note, Gospel times are the last days. For 1. They were long in coming,
were agreat while waited for by the Old-Testament saints, and came at last. 2. We are not to look
for any dispensation of divine grace but what we have in the gospel, Gal. i. 8, 9. 3. We are to look
for the second coming of Jesus Christ at the end of time, as the Old-Testament saints did for his
first coming; thisisthe last time, 1 Johniii. 18.

Now the prophet here foretels,

|. The setting up of the Christian church, and the planting of the Christian religion, in the world.
Christianity shall then be the mountain of the Lord's house; where that is professed God will grant
his presence, receive his people's homage, and grant instruction and blessing, as he did of old in
the temple of Mount Zion. The gospel church, incorporated by Christ's charter, shall then be the
rendezvous of al the spiritual seed of Abraham. Now it is here promised, |. That Christianity shall
be openly preached and professed; it shall be prepared (so the margin reads it) in the top of the
mountains, in the view and hearing of all. Hence Christ's disciples are compared to a city on ahill,
which cannot be hid, Matt. v. 14. They had many eyes upon them. Christ himself spoke openly to
the world, John xviii. 20. What the apostles did was not done in a corner, Acts xxvi. 26. It wasthe
lighting of a beacon, the setting up of a standard. Its being every where spoken against supposes
that it was every where spoken of. 2. That isshall befirmly fixed and rooted; it shall be established
on the top of the everlasting mountains, built upon arock, so that the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it, unlessthey could pluck up mountains by the roots. He that dwells safely is said to dwell
on high, ch. xxxiii. 16. The Lord has founded the gospel Zion. 3. That it shall not only overcome
all opposition, but overtop all competition; it shall be exalted above the hills. This wisdom of God
in a mystery shall outshine all the wisdom of thisworld, al its philosophy and all its politics. The
spiritual worship which it shall introduce shall put down the idolatries of the heathen; and all other
ingtitutions in religion shall appear mean and despicable in comparison with this. See Ps. Ixvi. 16.
Why leap ye, ye high hills? Thisisthe hill which God desiresto dwell in.

I1. The bringing of the Gentiles into it. 1. The nations shall be admitted into it, even the
uncircumcised, who were forbidden to comeinto the courts of the temple at Jerusalem. The partition
wall, which kept them out, kept them off, shall be taken down. 2. All nations shall flow into it;
having liberty of access, they shall improvetheir liberty, and multitudes shall embrace the Christian
faith. They shall flow into it, as streams of water, which denotes the abundance of convertsthat the
gospel should make and their speed and cheerfulness in coming into the church. They shall not be
forced into it, but shall naturally flow into it. Thy people shall be willing, all volunteers, Ps. cx. 3.
To Christ shall the gathering of the people be, Gen. xlix. 10. Seech. Ix. 4, 5.

I11. The mutual assistance and encouragement which this confluence of converts shall giveto
one another. Their pious affections and resolutions shall be so intermixed that they shall comein
in one full stream. As, when the Jewsfrom all parts of the country went up thrice ayear to worship
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at Jerusalem, they called on their friends in the road and excited them to go along with them, so
shall many of the Gentiles court their relations, friends, and neighbours, to join with them in
embracing the Christianreligion (v. 3): "Come, and let usgo up to the mountain of the Lord; though
it be uphill and against the heart, yet it is the mountain of the Lord, who will assist the assent of
our souls towards him." Note, Those that are entering into covenant and communion with God
themselves should bring as many as they can along with them; it becomes Christians to provoke
one another to good works, and to further the communion of saints by inviting one another into it:
not, "Do you go up to the mountain of the Lord, and pray for us, and we will stay at home;" nor,
"We will go, and do you do as you will;" but, "Come, and let us go, let us go in concert, that we
may strengthen one another's hands and support one another's reputation:” not, "We will consider
of it, and advise about it, and go hereafter;" but, Come, and let us go forthwith. See Ps. cxxii. 1.
Many shall say this. Those that have had it said to them shall say it to others. The gospel churchis
here called, not only the mountain of the Lord, but the house of the God of Jacob; for in it God's
covenant with Jacob and his praying seed is kept up and has its accomplishment; for to us now, as
unto them, he never said, Seek you me in vain, ch. xlv. 19. Now see here, 1. What they promise
themselvesin going up to the mountain of the Lord; There hewill teach us of hisways. Note, God's
ways are to be learned in his church, in communion with his people, and in the use of instituted
ordinances—the ways of duty which he requiresusto walk in, the ways of grace in which he walks
towards us. It is God that teaches his people, by hisword and Spirit. It isworth while to take pains
to go up to his holy mountain to be taught his ways, and those who are willing to take that pains
shall never find it labour in vain. Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord. 2. What
they promise for themselves and one another: "If he will teach us his ways, we will walk in his
paths; is he will let us know our duty, we will by his grace make conscience of doing it." Those
who attend God's word with this humble resolution shall not be sent away without their lesson.

V. The means by which this shall be brought about: Out of Zion shall go forth the law, the
New-Testament law, the law of Christ, asof old thelaw of Mosesfrom Mount Sinai, even theword
of the Lord from Jerusalem. The gospel isalaw, alaw of faith; it isthe word of the Lord; it went
forth from Zion, where the temple was built, and from Jerusalem. Christ himself began in Galilee,
Matt. iv. 23; Luke xxiii. 5. But, when he commissioned his apostles to preach the gospel to all
nations, he appointed them to begin in Jerusalem, Luke xxiv. 47. See Rom. xv. 19. Though most
of them had their homes in Galilee, yet they must stay at Jerusalem, there to receive the promise
of the Spirit, Actsi. 4. And in the temple on Mount Zion they preached the gospel, Actsv. 20. This
honour was allowed to Jerusalem, even after Christ was crucified there, for the sake of what it had
been. And it was by this gospel, which took rise from Jerusalem, that the gospel church was
established on the top of the mountains. Thiswasthe rod of divine strength, that was sent forth out
of Zion, Ps. cx. 2.

V. The erecting of the kingdom of the Redeemer in the world: He shall judge among the
nations. He whose word goesforth out of Zion shall by that word not only subdue souls to himself,
but rule in them, v. 4. He shall, in wisdom and justice, order and overrule the affairs of the world
for the good of his church, and rebuke and restrain those that oppose his interest. By his Spirit
working on men's consciences he shall judge, and rebuke shall try men and check them; hiskingdom
isspiritual, and not of thisworld.

V1. The great peace which should be the effect of the success of the gospel in theworld (v. 4):
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares; their instruments of war shall be converted into
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implements of husbandry; as, on the contrary, when war is proclaimed, ploughshares are beaten
into swords, Joel iii. 10. Nations shall then not lift up sword against nation, asthey now do, neither
shall they learn war any more, for they shall have no more occasion for it. This does not make all
war absolutely unlawful among Christians, nor isit aprophecy that in the days of the Messiah there
shall be no wars. The Jews urge this against the Christians as an argument that Jesus is not the
Messiah, because this promise is not fulfilled. But, 1. It was in part fulfilled in the peaceableness
of thetime in which Christ was born, when wars had in a great measure ceased, witness the taxing,
Lukeii. 1. 2. The design and tendency of the gospel are to make peace and to slay all enmities. It
has in it the most powerful obligations and inducements to peace; so that one might reasonably
have expected it should have this effect, and it would have had it if it had not been for those lusts
of men from which come wars and fightings. 3. Jew and Gentiles were reconciled and brought
together by the gospel, and there were no more such wars between them as there had been; for they
became one sheepfold under one shepherd. See Eph. ii. 15. 4. The gospel of Christ, as far as it
prevails, disposes men to be peaceable, softens men's spirits, and sweetens them; and the love of
Christ, shed abroad in the heart, constrains men to love one another. 5. The primitive Christians
were famous for brotherly love; their very adversaries took notice of it. 6. We have reason to hope
that this promise shall yet have a more full accomplishment in the latter times of the Christian
church, when the Spirit shall be poured out more plentifully from on high. Then there shall be on
earth peace. Who shall live when God doeth this? But do it he will in due time, for heisnot a man
that he should lie.

Lastly, Here is a practical inference drawn from all this (v. 5): O house of Jacob! come you,
and let uswalk in the light of the Lord. By the house of Jacob is meant either, 1. Isragl according
to the flesh. Let them be provoked by this to a holy emulation, Rom. xi. 14. "Seeing the Gentiles
are thus ready and resolved for God, thus forward to go up to the house of the Lord, let us stir up
ourselves to go too. Let is never be said that the sinners of the Gentiles were better friends to the
holy mountain than the house of Jacob." Thusthe zeal of some should provoke many. Or, 2. Spiritua
Israel, al that are brought to the God of Jacob. Shall there be such great knowledge in gospel times
(v. 3) and such great peace (v. 4), and shall we share in these privileges? Comethen, and let uslive
accordingly. What ever others do, come, O come! let uswalk in the light of the Lord. (1.) Let us
walk circumspectly in the light of this knowledge. Will God teach us his ways? Will he show us
his glory in the face of Christ? Let us then walk as children of the light and of the day, Eph. v. 8;
1 Thess. v. 8; Rom. xiii. 12. (2.) Let us walk comfortably in the light of this peace. Shall there be
no more war? Let us then go on our way rejoicing, and let this joy terminate in God, and be our
strength, Neh. viii. 10. Thus shall we walk in the beams of the Sun of righteousness.

A Charge against the | sradlites. (b. c. 758.)

6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be
replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please
themselvesin the children of strangers. 7 Their land also isfull of silver and gold,
neither isthere any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is
there any end of their chariots: 8 Their land also is full of idols; they worship the
work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made: 9 And the mean
man boweth down, and the great man humbl eth himself: therefore forgive them not.
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The calling in of the Gentiles was accompanied with the rejection of the Jews; it wastheir fall,
and the diminishing of them, that was the riches of the Gentiles; and the casting off of them was
the reconciling of the world (Rom. xi. 12-15); and it should seem that these verses have reference
to that, and are designed to justify God therein, and yet it is probable that they are primarily intended
for the convincing and awakening of the men of that generation in which the prophet lived, it being
usual with the prophetsto speak of the things that then were, both in mercy and judgment, as types
of the things that should be hereafter. Here s,

|. Israel's doom. Thisis set forth in two words, the first and the last of this paragraph; but they
are two dreadful words, and which speak, 1. Their case sad, very sad (v. 6): Therefore thou hast
forsaken thy people. Miserable is the condition of that people whom God has forsaken, and great
certainly must the provocation be if he forsake those that have been his own people. This was the
deplorable case of the Jewish church after they had rejected Christ. Migremus hinc—Let us go
hence. Your houseisleft unto you desolate, Matt. xxiii. 38. Whenever any sore calamity came upon
the Jews thus far the Lord might be said to forsake them that he withdrew his help and succour
from them, else they would not have fallen into the hands of their enemies. But God never leaves
any till they first leave him. 2. Their case desperate, wholly desperate (v. 9): Thereforeforgivethem
not. This prophetical prayer amounts to a threatening that they should not be forgiven, and some
think it may be read: And thou wilt not forgive them. This refers not to particular persons (many of
them repented and were pardoned), but to the body of that nation, against whom an irreversible
doom was passed, that they should be wholly cut off and their church quite dismantled, never to
be formed into such abody again, nor ever to have their old charter restored to them.

I1. Israel’'s desert of this doom, and the reasons upon which it is grounded. In generd, it issin
that brings destruction upon them; it isthis, and nothing but this, that provokes God to forsake his
people. The particular sins which the prophet specifies are such as abounded among them at that
time, which he makes mention of for the conviction of those to whom he then preached, rather than
that which afterwards proved the measure-filling sin, their crucifying Christ and persecuting his
followers; for the sins of every age contributed towards the making up of the dreadful account at
last. And there was apartial and temporary rejection of them by the captivity in Babylon hastening
on, which was atype of their final destruction by the Romans, and which the sins here mentioned
brought upon them. Their sinswere such asdirectly contradicted all God'skind and gracious designs
concerning them.

1. God set them apart for himself, asapeculiar people, distinguished from, and dignified above,
all other people (Num. xxiii. 9); but they were replenished fromthe east; they naturalized foreigners,
not proselyted, and encouraged them to settle among them, and mingled with them, Hos. vii. 8.
Their country was peopled with Syrians and Chaldeans, M oabites and Ammonites, and other eastern
nations, and with them they admitted the fashions and customs of those nations, and pleased
themselves in the children of strangers, were fond of them, preferred their country before their
own, and thought the more they conformed to them the more polite and refined they were; thus did
they profane their crown and their covenant. Note, Those are in danger of being estranged from
God who please themselves with those who are strangers to him, for we soon learn the ways of
those whose company we love.

2. God gave them his oracles, which they might ask counsel of, not only the scriptures and the
seers, but the breast-plate of judgment; but they slighted these, and became soothsayers like the
Philistines, introduced their arts of divination, and hearkened to those who by the stars, or the
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clouds, or the flight of birds, or the entrails of beasts, or other magic superstitions, pretended to
discover things secret or foretel thingsto come. The Philistines were noted for diviners, 1 Sam. vi.
2. Note, Those who dlight true divinity are justly given up to lying divinations, and those will
certainly be forsaken of God who thus forsake him and their own mercies for lying vanities.

3. God encouraged them to put their confidence in him, and assured them that he would be
their wealth and strength; but, distrusting his power and promise, they made gold their hope, and
furnished themselves with horses and chariots, and relied upon them for their safety, v. 7. God had
expressly forbidden even their kingsto multiply horsesto themselves and greatly to multiply silver
and gold, because he would have them to depend upon himself only; but they did not think their
interest in God made them a match for their neighbours unless they had as full treasures of silver
and gold, and as formidable hosts of chariots and horses, as they had. It is not having silver and
gold, horses and chariots, that is a provocation to God, but, (1.) Desiring them insatiably, so that
thereisno end of the treasures, no end of the chariots, no bounds or limits set to the desire of them.
Those shall never have enough in God (who aloneisall-sufficient) that never know when they have
enough of this world, which at the best is insufficient. (2.) Depending upon them, as if we could
not be safe, and easy, and happy, without them, and could not but be so with them.

4. God himself was their God, the sole object of their worship, and he himself instituted
ordinances of worship for them; but they slighted both him and his ingtitutions, v. 8. Their land
was full of idols; every city had itsgod (Jer. xi. 13); and, according to the goodness of their lands,
they made goodly images, Hos. x. 1. Those that think one God too little will find two too many,
and yet hundreds were not sufficient; for those that love idols will multiply them; so sottish were
they, and so wretchedly infatuated, that they worshipped the work of their own hands, as if that
could be a god to them which was not only a creature, but their creature and that which their own
fancies had devised and their own fingers had made. It was an aggravation of their idolatry that
God had enriched them with silver and gold, and yet of that silver and gold they made idols; so it
was, Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked, see Hos. ii. 8.

5. God had advanced them, and put honour upon them; but they basely diminished and
disparaged themselves (v. 9): The mean man boweth down to hisidol, a thing below the meanest
that has any spark of reason left. Sinis adisparagement to the poorest and those of the lowest rank.
It becomes the mean man to bow down to his superiors, but it ill becomes him to bow down to the
stock of atree, ch. xliv. 19. Nor isit only the illiterate and poor-spirited that do this, but even the
great men forgets his grandeur and humbles himself to worship idols, deifies men no better than
himself, and consecrates stones so much baser than himself. Idolaters are said to debase themsel ves
even to hell, ch. lvii. 9. What a shame it is that great men think the service of the true God below
them and will not stoop to it, and yet will humble themselves to bow down to anidol! Some make
this a threatening that the mean men shall be brought down, and the great men humbled, by the
judgments of God, when they come with commission.

The Doom of Idolaters. (b. c. 758.)
10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the
glory of his mgesty. 11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the

haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that
day. 12 For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every onethat is proud and
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lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low: 13 And
upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of
Bashan, 14 And upon al the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted
up, 15 And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall, 16 And upon all
the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures. 17 And the loftiness of man
shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day. 18 And the idols he shall utterly abolish. 19
And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear
of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the
earth. 20 Inthat day aman shall cast hisidolsof silver, and hisidols of gold, which
they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; 21 To go
into the clefts of therocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord,
and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 22
Cease yefrom man, whose breath isin hisnostrils: for whereinis heto be accounted
of ?

The prophet here goes on to show what a desolation would be brought upon their land when
God should have forsaken them. This may refer particularly to their destruction by the Chaldeans
first, and afterwards by the Romans, or it may have a general respect to the method God takes to
awaken and humble proud sinners, and to put them out of conceit with that which they delighted
in and depended on more than God. We are here told that sooner or later God will find out away,

|. To startle and awaken secure sinners, who cry peace to themselves, and bid defiance to God
and his judgments (v. 10): "Enter into the rock; God will attack you with such terrible judgments,
and strike you with such terrible apprehensions of them, that you shall be forced to enter into the
rock, and hide yourself inthe dust, for fear of the Lord. Y ou shall lose all your courage, and tremble
at the shaking of aleaf; your heart shall fail you for fear (Luke xxi. 26), and you shall flee when
none pursues,” Prov. xxviii. 1. To the same purport, v. 19. They shall go into the holes of the rocks,
and into the caves of the earth, the darkest the deepest places; they shall call to the rocks and
mountainsto fall on them, and rather crush them than not cover them, Hos. x. 8. It was so particularly
at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans (L uke xxiii. 30) and of the persecuting pagan powers,
Rev. vi. 16. And all for fear of the Lord, and of the glory of his majesty, looking upon him then to
be a consuming fire and themselves as stubble before him, when he arises to shake terribly the
earth, to shake the wicked out of it (Job xxxviii. 13), and to shake all those earthly props and supports
with which they have buoyed themselves up, to shake them from under them. Note, 1. With God
isterrible majesty, and the glory of it is such as sooner or later will oblige usall to flee before him.
2. Those that will not fear God and flee to him will be forced to fear him and flee from him to a
refuge of lies. 3. Itisfolly for those that are pursued by the wrath of God to think to escape it, and
to hide or shelter themselves from it. 4. The things of the earth are things that will be shaken; they
are subject to concussions, and hastening towards a dissolution. 5. The shaking of the earth is, and
will be, aterrible thing to those who set their affections wholly on things of the earth. 6. It will be
in vain to think of finding refuge in the caves of the earth when the earth itself is shaken; there will
be no shelter then but in God and in things above.
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[1. To humble and abase proud sinners, that look big, and think highly of themselves, and
scornfully of all about them (v. 11): The lofty looks of man shall be humbled. The eyes that aim
high, the countenance in which the pride of the heart showsitself, shall be cast down in shame and
despair. And the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, their spirits shall be broken, and they
shall be crest-fallen, and those things which they were proud of they shall be ashamed of. It is
repeated (v. 17), The loftiness of man shall be bowed down. Note, Pride will, one way or other,
have afal. Men's haughtiness will be brought down, either by the grace of God convincing them
of the evil of their pride, and clothing them with humility, or by the providence of God depriving
them of all those things they were proud of and laying them low. Our Saviour often laid it down
for a maxim that he who exalts himself shall be abased; he shall either abase himself in true
repentance or God will abase him and pour contempt upon him. Now here we are told,

1. Why this shall be done: because the Lord alone will be exalted. Note, Proud men shall be
vilified because the Lord alone will be magnified. It is for the honour of God's power to humble
the proud; by this he proves himself to be God, and disproves Job's pretensions to rival with him,
Job xl. 11-14. Behold every onethat is proud, and abase him; then will | also confess unto thee. It
islikewise for the honour of hisjustice. Proud men stand in competition with God, who is jealous
for hisown glory, and will not suffer men either to take to themselves or give to another that which
is due to him only. They likewise stand in opposition to God; they resist him, and therefore he
resists them; for he will be exalted among the heathen (Ps. xlvi. 10), and thereisaday coming in
which he alone will be exalted, when he shall have put down all opposing rule, principality, and
power, 1 Cor. xv. 24.

2. How this shall be done: by humbling judgments, that shall mortify men, and bring them
down (v. 12): The day of the Lord of hosts, the day of hiswrath and judgment, shall be upon every
onethat is proud. He now laughs at their insolence because he seesthat hisday is coming, thisday,
which will be upon them ere they are aware, Ps. xxxvii. 13. Thisday of the Lord is here said to be
upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up. Jerome observes that the cedars are
said to praise God (Ps. cxlviii. 9) and are trees of the Lord (Ps. civ. 16), of his planting (Isa. xli.
19), and yet here God's wrath fastens upon the cedars, which denotes (says he) that some of every
rank of men, some great men, will be saved, and some perish. It is brought in as an instance of the
strength of God's voice that it breaks the cedars (Ps. xxix. 5), and here the day of the Lord is said
to be upon the cedars, those of Lebanon, they were the straightest and statliest,—upon the oaks,
those of Bashan, that were the strongest and sturdiest,—upon the natural elevations and fortresses,
the highest mountains and the hills that are lifted up (v. 14), that overtop the valleys and seem to
push the skies,—and upon the artificial fastnesses, every high tower and every fenced wall, v. 15.
Understand these, (1.) As representing the proud people themselves, that are in their own
apprehensions like the cedars and the oaks, firmly rooted, and not to be stirred by any storm, and
looking on all around them as shrubs; these are the high mountains and the lofty hills that seem to
fill the earth, that are gazed on by all, and think themselvesimmovable, but lie most obnoxious to
God's thunderstrokes. Feriuntique summos fulmina montes—The highest hills are most exposed to
lightning. And before the power of God's wrath these mountains are scattered and these hills bow
and melt like wax, Hab. iii. 6; Ps. Ixvi. 8. These vaunting men, who are as high towersin which the
noisy bells are hung, on which the thundering murdering cannon are planted—these fenced walls,
that fortify themselveswith their native hardiness, and intrench themselvesin their fastnesses—shall
be brought down. (2.) As particularizing the things they are proud of,in which they trust, and of
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which they make their boast. The day of the Lord shall be upon those very things in which they
put their confidence as their strength and security; he will take from the all their armour wherein
they trusted. Did theinhabitants of Lebanon glory intheir cedars, and those of Bashan in their oaks,
such as no country could equal? The day of the Lord should rend those cedars, those oaks, and the
houses built of them. Did Jerusalem glory in the mountains that were round about it, as its
impregnable fortifications, or in its walls and bulwarks? These should be levelled and laid low in
the day of the Lord. Besides those things that were for their strength and safety they were proud,
[1.] Of their trade abroad; but the day of the Lord shall be upon all the ships of Tarshish; they shall
be broken as Jehoshaphat's were, shall founder at sea or be ship-wrecked in harbour. Zebulun was
ahaven of ships, but should now no more rejoice in his going out. When God is bringing ruin upon
apeople he can sink all the branches of their revenue. [2.] Of their ornaments at home; but the day
of the Lord shall be upon all pleasant pictures, the painting of their ships (so some understand it)
or the curious pieces of painting they brought home in their ships from other countries, perhaps
from Greece, which afterwards was famous for painters. Upon every thing that is beautiful to
behold; so someread it. Perhapsthey werethe pictures of their relations, and for that reason pleasant,
or of their gods, which to theidolaters were del ectabl e things; or they admired them for the fineness
of their colours or strokes. There is no harm in making pictures, nor in adorning our rooms with
them, provided they transgress not either the second or the seventh commandment. But to place
our pictures among our pleasant things, to be fond of them and proud of them, to spend that upon
them which should be laid out in charity, and to set out hearts upon them, asit ill becomes those
who have so many substantial things to take pleasure in, so it tends to provoke God to strip us of
all such vain ornaments.

[11. To make idolaters ashamed of their idols, and of all the affection they have had for them
and the respect they have paid to them (v. 18): The idols he shall utterly abolish. When the Lord
alone shall be exalted (v. 17) he will not only pour contempt upon proud men, who like Pharaoh
exalt themselves against him, but much more upon all pretended deities, who are rivals with him
for divine honours. They shall be abolished, utterly abolished. Their friends shall desert them; their
enemies shall destroy them; so that, one way or other, an utter riddance shall be made of them. See
here, 1. The vanity of false gods; they cannot secure themselves, so far are they from being ableto
secure their worshippers. 2. The victory of the true God over them; for great is the truth and will
prevail. Dagon fell before the ark, and Baal beforethe Lord God of Elijah. The gods of the heathen
shall be famished (Zeph. ii. 11), and by degrees shall perish, Jer. x. 11. Therightful Sovereign will
triumph over all pretenders. And, as God will abolish idols, so their worshippers shall abandon
them, either from a gracious conviction of their vanity and falsehood (as Ephraim when he said,
What have | to do any more with idols?) or from alate and sad experience of their inability to help
them, and a woeful despair of relief by them, v. 20. When men are themselves frightened by the
judgments of God into the holes of the rocks and caves of the earth, and find that they do thusin
vain shift for their own safety, they shall cast their idols, which they have made their gods, and
hoped to make their friendsin the time of need, to the moles and to the bats, any where out of sight,
that, being freed from the incumbrance of them, they may go into the clefts of the rocks, for fear
of the Lord, v. 21. Note, (1.) Those that will not be reasoned out of their sins sooner or later shall
be frightened out of them. (2.) God can make men sick of thoseidolsthat they have been most fond
of, even theidols of silver and theidols of gold, the most precious. Covetous men make silver and
gold their idols, money their god; but the time may come when they may fed it asmuch their burden
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as ever they made it their confidence, and may find themselves as much exposed by it as ever they
hoped they should be guarded by it, when it tempts their enemy, sinks their ship, or retards their
flight. There was atime when the marinersthrew the wares, and even the wheat into the sea (Jonah
i. 5; Acts xxvii. 38), and the Syrians cast away their garments for haste, 2 Kings vii. 15. Or men
may cast it away out of indignation at themselves for |eaning upon such a broken reed. See Ezek.
vii. 19. The idolaters here throw away their idols because they are ashamed of them and of their
own folly in trusting to them, or because they are afraid of having them found in their possession
when the judgments of God are abroad; asthethief throws away his stolen goodsthen heis searched
for or pursued. (3.) The darkest holes, where the moles and the bats lodge, are the fittest places for
idols, that have eyes and see not; and God can force men to cast their own idolsthere (ch. xxx. 22),
when they are ashamed of the oaks which they have desired, ch. i. 29. Moab shall be ashamed of
Chemosh, as the house of Israel was ashamed of Bethel, Jer. xlviii. 13. (4.) It is possible that sin
may be both loathed and left and yet not truly repented of—Iloathed because surfeited on, left
because there is no opportunity of committing it, yet not repented of out of any love to God, but
only from a davish fear of hiswrath.

V. To make those that have trusted in an arm of flesh ashamed of their confidence (v. 22):
"Cease from man. The providences of God concerning you shall speak this aloud to you, and
therefore take warning beforehand, that you may prevent the uneasiness and shame of
disappointment; and consider, 1. How weak man is: His breath isin his nostrils, puffed out every
moment, soon gone for good and all." Man is adying creature, and may die quickly; our nostrils,
inwhich our breath is, are of the outward parts of the body; what isthereislike one standing at the
door, ready to depart; nay the doors of the nostrils are always open, the breath in them may dip
away erewe are aware, in amoment. Wherein then is man to be accounted of ? Alas! no reckoning
isto be made of him, for heis not what he seemsto be, what he pretends to be, what we fancy him
to be. Man is like vanity, nay, he is vanity, he is altogether vanity, he is less, he is lighter, than
vanity, when weighed in the balance of the sanctuary. "2. How wise therefore those are that cease
from man;" itisour duty, it isour interest, to do so. "Put not your trust in man, nor make even the
greatest and mightiest of men your confidence; cease to do so. Let not your eye be to the power of
man, for it is finite and limited, derived and depending; it is not from him that your judgment
proceeds. Let not him be your fear, let not him be your hope; but look up to the power of God, to
which all the powers of men are subject and subordinate; dread his wrath, secure his favour, take
him for your help, and let your hope be in the Lord your God."

| SATAH.

CHAP. 1II.

The prophet, in this chapter, goes on to foretel the desolations that were coming upon Judah
and Jerusalem for their sins, both that by the Babylonians and that which completed their ruin by
the Romans, with some of the grounds of God's controversy with them. God threatens, |. To deprive
them of al the supports both of their life and of their government, ver. 1-3. Il. To leave them to
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fall into confusion and disorder, ver. 4, 5, 12. 111. To deny them the blessing of magistracy, ver.
6-8. IV. To strip the daughters of Zion of their ornaments, ver. 17-24. V. To lay all waste by the
sword of war, ver. 25, 26. The sinsthat provoked God to deal thuswith them were, 1. Their defiance
of God, ver. 8. 2. Their impudence, ver. 9. 3. The abuse of power to oppression and tyranny, ver.
12-15. 4. The pride of the daughters of Zion, ver. 16. In the midst of the chapter the prophet is
directed how to address particular persons. (1.) To assure good people that it should be well with
them, notwithstanding those general calamities, ver. 10. (2.) To assure wicked peoplethat, however
God might, in judgment, remember mercy, yet it should go ill with them, ver. 11. O that the nations
of the earth, at this day, would hearken to rebukes and warnings which this chapter gives!

Judgments Denounced. (b. c. 758.)

1 For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem and
from Judah the stay and the staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of
water, 2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the
prudent, and the ancient, 3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and the
counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. 4 And | will give
children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them. 5 And the people shall
be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his neighbour: the child shall
behave himsalf proudly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable.
6 When aman shall take hold of his brother of the house of hisfather, saying, Thou
hast clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy hand: 7 In that day
shall he swear, saying, | will not be a healer; for in my house is neither bread nor
clothing: make me not aruler of the people. 8 For Jerusalem isruined, and Judah
isfallen: because their tongue and their doings are against the Lord, to provoke the
eyes of hisglory.

The prophet, in the close of the foregoing chapter, had given a necessary caution to all not to
put confidence in man, or any creature; he had also given a general reason for that caution, taken
from the frailty of human life and the vanity and weakness of human powers. Here he gives a
particular reason for it—God was now about to ruin all their creature-confidences, so that they
should meet with nothing but disappointmentsin all their expectations from them (v. 1): The stay
and the staff shall be taken away, all their supports, of what kind soever, all the things they trusted
to and looked for help and relief from. Their church and kingdom had now grown old and were
going to decay, and they were (after the manner of aged men, Zech. viii. 4) leaning on a staff: now
God threatens to take away their staff, and then they must fall of course, to take away the stays of
both the city and the country, of Jerusalem and of Judah, which are indeed stays to one another,
and, if one fail, the other feels from it. He that does thisis the Lord, the Lord of hosts—Adon, the
Lord that is himself the stay or foundation; if that stay depart, al other stays certainly break under
us, for heis the strength of them all. He that is the Lord, the ruler, that has authority to do it, and
the Lord of hosts, that has the ability to do it, he shall take away the stay and the staff. St. Jerome
refersthis to the sensible decay of the Jewish nation after they had crucified our Saviour, Rom. xi.
9, 10. | rather take it as a warning to all nations not to provoke God; for if they make him their
enemy, he can and will thus make them miserable. Let us view the particulars.
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|. Was their plenty a support to them? It is so to any people; bread is the staff of life: but God
can take away the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water; and it is just with him to do
so when fulness of bread becomes an iniquity (Ezek. xvi. 49), and that which was given to be
provision for the life is made provision for the lusts. He can take away the bread and the water by
withholding the rain, Deut. xxviii. 23, 24. Or, if he allow them, he can take away the stay of bread
and the stay of water by withholding his blessing, by which man lives, and not by bread only, and
whichisthe staff of bread (Matt. iv. 4), and then the bread is not nourishing nor the water refreshing,
Hag. i. 6. Christ isthe bread of life and the water of life; if he be our stay, we shall find that thisis
agood part not to be taken away, John iv. 14; vi. 27.

I1. Was their army a support to them—their generals, and commanders, and military men?
These shall be taken away, either cut off by the sword or so discouraged with the defeats they meet
with that they shall throw up their commissions and resolveto act no more; or they shall be disabled
by sickness, or dispirited, so as to be unfit for business; The mighty men, and the man of war, and
even theinferior officer, the captain of fifty, shall be removed. It bodesill with a people when their
valiant men arelost. Let not the strong man therefore glory in his strength, nor any people trust too
much to their mighty men; but let the strong people glorify God and the city of the terrible nations
fear him, who can make them weak and despicable, ch. xxv. 3.

[11. Were their ministers of state a support to them—their learned men, their politicians, their
clergy, their wits and virtuoso? These also should be taken away—the judges, who were skilled in
the laws, and expert in administering justice,—the prophets, whom they used to consult in difficult
cases,—the prudent, who were celebrated as men of sense and sagacity above al others and were
assistants to the judges, the diviners (so the word is), those who used unlawful arts, who, though
rotten stays, yet were stayed on, (but it may be taken, asweread it, in agood sense),—the ancients,
elders in age, in office—the honourable man, the gravity of whose aspect commands reverence
and whose age and experience make him fit to be a counsellor. Trade is one great support to a
nation, even manufactures and handicraft trades; and therefore, when the whol e stay is broken, the
cunning artificer too shall be taken away; and the last is the eloquent orator, the man skilful of
speech, who in some cases may do good service, though he be none of the prudent or the ancient,
by putting the sense of others in good language. Moses cannot speak well, but Aaron can. God
threatens to take these away, that is, 1. To disable them for the service of their country, making
judges fools, taking away the speech of the trusty and the understanding of the aged, Job xii. 17,
&c. Every creature is that to us which God makes it to be; and we cannot be sure that those who
have been serviceable to us shall always be so. 2. To put an end to their days; for the reason why
princesare not to be trusted in isbecause their breath goeth forth, Ps. cxlvi. 3, 4. Note, Theremoval
of useful men by death, in the midst of their usefulness, is a very threatening symptom to any
people.

V. Was their government a support to them? It ought to have been so; it isthe business of the
sovereign to bear up the pillars of theland, Ps. Ixxv. 3. But it is here threatened that this stay should
fail them. When the mighty men and the prudent are removed children shall be their
princes—children in age, who must be under tutors and governors, who will be clashing with one
another and making a prey of the young king and his kingdom-children in understanding and
disposition, childish men, such as are babes in knowledge, no more fit to rule than a child in the
cradle. These shall rule over them, with all the folly, fickleness, and frowardness, of a child. And
woe unto thee, O land! when thy king is such a one! Eccl. x. 16.
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V. Wasthe union of the subjects among themselves, their good order and the good understanding
and correspondence that they kept with one another, a stay to them? Where thisisthe case a people
may do better for it, though their princes be not such as they should be; but it is here threatened
that God would send an evil spirit among them too (as Judg. ix. 23), which would make them, 1.
Injurious and unneighbourly one towards another (v. 5): "The people shall be oppressed every one
by his neighbour," and their princes, being children, will take no care to restrain the oppressors or
relieve the oppressed, nor is it to any purpose to appeal to them (which is a temptation to every
man to be his own avenger), and therefore they bite and devour one another and will soon be
consumed one of another. Then homo homini lupus—man becomes a wolf to man; jusque datum
scel eri—wi ckedness receives the stamp of law; nec hospes ab hospite tutus—the guest and the host
areindanger fromeach other. 2. Insolent and disorderly towardstheir superiors. Itisasill anomen
to a people as can be when the rising generation among them are generally untractable, rude, and
ungovernable, when the child behaves himself proudly against the ancient, whereas he should rise
up before the hoary head and honour the face of the old man, Lev. xix. 32. When young people
are conceited and pert, and behave scornfully towards their superiors, their conduct is not only a
reproach to themselves, but of ill consequence to the public; it slackens the reins of government
and weakens the hands that hold them. It is likewise ill with a people when persons of honour
cannot support their authority, but are affronted by the base and beggarly, when judges are insulted
and their powers set at defiance by the mob. Those have a great deal to answer for who do this.

VI. It is some stay, some support, to hope that, though matters may be now ill-managed, yet
other may be raised up, who may manage better? Y et this expectation also shall be frustrated, for
the case shall be so desperate that no man of sense or substance will meddle with it.

1. The government shall go a begging, v. 6. Here, (1.) It is taken for granted that there is no
way of redressing all these grievances, and bringing thingsinto order again, but by good magistrates,
who shall be invested with power by common consent, and shall exert that power for the good of
the community. And it is probable that this was, in many places, the true origin of government;
men found it necessary to unite in a subjection to one who was thought fit for such atrust, in order
to the welfare and safety of them al, being aware that they must either be ruled or ruined. Here
therefore is the original contract: "Be thou our ruler, and we will be subject to thee, and let this
ruin be under thy hand, to be repaired and restored, and then to be preserved and established, and
the interests of it advanced, ch. Iviii. 12. Take care to protect us by the sword of war from being
injured from abroad, and by the sword of justice from being injurious to another, and we will bear
faith and true allegiance to thee." (2.) The case is represented as very deplorable, and things as
having come to a sad pass; for, [1.] Children being their princes, every man will think himself fit
to prescribe who shall be amagistrate, and will be for preferring his own relations; whereas, if the
princes were as they should be, it would be left entirely to them to nominate the rulers, asit ought
to be. [2.] Men will find themselves under anecessity even of forcing power into the hands of those
that are thought to be fit for it: A man shall take hold by violence of one to make him a ruler,
perceiving him ready to resist the motion: nay, he shall urgeit upon hisbrother; whereas, commonly,
men are not willing that their equal s should be their superiors, witnessthe envy of Joseph's brethren.
[3.] It will be looked upon as ground sufficient for the preferring of aman to be aruler that he has
clothing better than his neighbours—a very poor qualification to recommend a man to a place of
trust in the government. It was a sign that the country was much impoverished when it was arare
thing to find a man that had good clothes, or could afford to buy himself an alderman's gown or a

43


http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Judg.9.xml#Judg.9.23
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Isa.3.xml#Isa.3.5
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Lev.19.xml#Lev.19.32
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Isa.3.xml#Isa.3.6
http://www.ccel.org/b/bible/asv/xml/asv.Isa.58.xml#Isa.58.12

Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV (Isaiah to Malachi) Matthew Henry

judge'srabes; and it was proof enough that the people were very unthinking when they had so much
respect to a man in gay clothing, with a gold ring ( Jam. ii. 2, 3), that, for the sake thereof, they
would make him their ruler. It would have been some sense to have said, "Thou hast wisdom,
integrity, experience; be thou our ruler.” But it was ajest to say, Thou hast clothing; be thou our
ruler. A poor wise man, though in vileraiment, delivered a city, Eccl. ix. 15. We may aludeto this
to show how desperate the case of fallen man was when our Lord Jesus was pleased to become our
brother, and, though he was not courted, offered himself to be our ruler and Saviour, and to take
this ruin under his hand.

2. Those who are thus pressed to come into office will swear themselves off, because, though
they are taken to be men of some substance, yet they know themselves unable to bear the charges
of the office and to answer the expectations of those that choose them (v. 7): He shall swear (shall
lift up the hand, the ancient ceremony used in taking the oath) | will not be a healer; make not me
aruler. Note, Rulers must be healers, and good rulers will be so; they must study to unite their
subjects, and not to widen the differences that are among them. Those only arefit for government
that are of a meek, quiet, healing, spirit. They must also heal the wounds that are given to any of
the interests of their people, by suitable applications. But why will he not be a ruler? Because in
my house is neither bread nor clothing. (1.) If he said true, it was a sign that men's estates were
sadly ruined when even those who made the best appearance really wanted necessaries—acommon
case, and a piteous one. Some who, having lived fashionably, are willing to put the best side
outwards, are yet, if the truth were known, in great straits, and go with heavy hearts for want of
bread and clothing. (2.) If he did not speak truth, it was a sign that men's consciences were sadly
debauched, when, to avoid the expense of an office, they would load themselves with the guilt of
perjury, and (which is the greatest madness in the world) would damn their souls to save their
money, Matt. xvi. 26. (3.) However it was, it was a sign that the case of the nation was very bad
when nobody was willing to accept a place in the government of it, as despairing to have either
credit or profit by it, which are the two things aimed at in men's common ambition of preferment.

3. The reason why God brought things to this sad pass, even among his own people (whichis
given either by the prophet or by him that refused to be a ruler); it was not for want of good will
to his country, but because he saw the case desperate and past relief, and it would be to no purpose
to attempt it (v. 8): Jerusalemisruined and Judah is fallen; and they may thank themselves. They
have brought their destruction upon their own heads, for their tongue and their doings are against
the Lord; in word and action they broke the law of God and therein designed an affront to him;
they wilfully intended to offend him, in contempt of hisauthority and defiance of hisjustice. Their
tongue was against the Lord, for they contradicted his prophets; and their doings were no better,
for they acted as they talked. It was an aggravation of their sin that God's eye was upon them, and
that his glory was manifested among them; but they provoked him to hisface, asif the more they
knew of his glory the greater pride they took in slighting it, and turning it into shame. And this,
this, isit for which Jerusalem isruined. Note, The ruin both of persons and peopleisowing to their
sins. If they did not provoke God, he would do them no hurt, Jer. xxv. 6.

Judgments Denounced.. (b. c. 758.)
9 The show of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare

their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded
evil unto themselves. 10 Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for
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they shall eat the fruit of their doings. 11 Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with
him: for the reward of his hands shall be given him. 12 Asfor my people, children
aretheir oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee
cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. 13 The Lord standeth up to
plead, and standeth to judge the people. 14 The Lord will enter into judgment with
the ancients of hispeople, and the princesthereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard;
the spoil of the poor isin your houses. 15 What mean ye that ye beat my people

to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord God of hosts.

Here God proceedsin his controversy with his people. Observe,

|. The ground of his controversy. It was for sin that God contended with them; if they vex
themselves, let them look a little further and they will see that they must thank themselves. Woe
unto their souls! For they have rewarded evil unto themselves. Alas for their souls! (so it may be
read, in away of lamentation), for they have procured evil to themselves, v. 9. Note, The condition
of sinnersiswoeful and very deplorable. Note, also, It isthe soul that is damaged and endangered
by sin. Sinners may prosper in their outward estates, and yet at the same time there may be awoe
to their souls. Note, further, Whatever evils befals sinnersit is of their own procuring, Jer. ii. 19.
That whichishere charged upon thenis, 1. That the shame which should have restrained them from
their sins was quite thrown off and they had grown impudent, v. 9. This hardens men against
repentance, and ripens them for ruin, as much as anything: The show of their countenance doth
witness against them that their minds are vain, and lewd, and malicious; their eyes declare plainly
that they cannot cease from sin, 2 Pet. ii. 14. One may look them in the face and guess at the
desperate wickedness that there isin their hearts. They declare their sin as Sodom, so impetuous,
so imperious, arethelr lusts, and so impatient of the least check, and so perfectly areall theremaining
gparks of virtue extinguished in them. The Sodomites declared their sin, not only by the exceeding
greatness of it (Gen. xiii. 13), so that it cried to heaven (Gen. xviii. 20), but by their shameless
owning of that which was most shameful (Gen. xix. 5); and thus Judah and Jerusalem did: they
were so far from hiding it that they gloried in it, in the bold attempts they made upon virtue, and
the victory they gained over their own convictions. They had a whore's forehead (Jer. iii. 3) and
could not blush, Jer. vi. 15. Note, Those that have grown impudent in sin are ripe for ruin. Those
that are past shame (we say) are past grace, and then past hope. 2. That their guides, who should
direct them in the right way, put them out of the way (v. 12): "Those who |lead thee (the princes,
priests, and prophets) mislead thee; they causetheeto err.” Either they preached to them that which
was false and corrupt, or, if they preached that which was true and good, they contradicted it by
their practices, and the people would soon follow a bad example than a good exhortation. Thus
they destroyed the ways of their paths, pulling down with one hand what they built up with the
other. Que te beatificant—Those that call thee blessed cause thee to err; so some read it. Their
priests applauded them, as if nothing were amiss among them, cried Peace, peace, to them, as if
they were in no danger; and thus they caused them to go on in their errors. 3. That their judges,
who should have patronized and protected the oppressed, were themselves the greatest oppressors,
v. 14, 15. The elders of the people, and the princes, who had learning and could not but know better
things, who had great estates and were not under the temptation of necessity to encroach upon those
about them, and who were men of honour and should have scorned to do abase thing, yet they have
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eaten up the vineyard. God's vineyard, which they were appointed to be the dressers and keepers
of, they burnt (so the word signifies); they did asill by it asits worst enemies could do, Ps. Ixxx.
16. Or the vineyards of the poor they wrested out of their possession, as Jezebel did Naboth's, or
devoured the fruits of them, fed their lusts with that which should have been the necessary food of
indigent families; the spoil of the poor was hoarded up in their houses; when God came to search
for stolen goods there he found it, and it was a witness against them. It was to be had, and they
might have made restitution, but would not. God reasons with these great men (v. 15): "What mean
you, that you beat my people into pieces? What cause have you for it? What good does it do you?'
Or, "What hurt have they done you? Do you think you had power given you for such a purpose as
this?' Note, There is nothing more unaccountable, and yet nothing which must more certainly be
accounted for, than the injuries and abuses that are done to God's people by their persecutors and
oppressors. "You grind the faces of the poor; you put them to as much pain and terror as if they
were ground in amill, and as certainly reduce them to dust by one act of oppression after another."
Or, "Their faces are bruised and crushed with the blows you have given them; you have not only
ruined their estates, but have given them personal abuses.” Our Lord Jesus was smitten on the face,
Matt. xxvi. 67.

[1. The management of this controversy. 1. God himself is the prosecutor (v. 13): The Lord
stands up to plead, or he sets himself to debate the matter, and he stands to judge the people, to
judge for those that were oppressed and abused; and he will enter into judgment with the princes,
v. 14. Note, The greatest of men cannot exempt or secure themsel vesfrom the scrutiny and sentence
of God'sjudgment, nor demur to the jurisdiction of the court of heaven. 2. Theindictment is proved
by the notorious evidence of thefact: "L ook upon the oppressors, and the show of their countenance
witnesses against them (v. 9); look upon the oppressed, and you see how their faces are battered
and abused,” v. 15. 3. The controversy is aready begun in the change of the ministry. To punish
those that had abused their power to bad purposes God sets those over them that had not sense to
use their power to any good purposes. Children are their oppressors, and women rule over them
(v. 12), men that have as weak judgments and strong passions as women and children: this was
their sin, that their rulers were such, and it became a judgment upon them.

[11. The distinction that shall be made between particular persons, in the prosecution of this
controversy (v. 10, 11): Say to the righteous, It shall be well with thee. Woe to the wicked; it shall
beill with him. He had said (v. 9), they have rewarded evil to themselves, in proof of which he here
showsthat God will render to every man according to hisworks. Had they been righteous, it would
have been well with them; but, if it be ill with them, it is because they are wicked and will be so.
Thus God stated the matter to Cain, to convince him that he had no reason to be angry, Gen. iv. 7.
Or it may betaken thus: God isthreatening national judgments, which will ruin the public interests.
Now, 1. Some good people might fear that they should beinvolved in that ruin, and therefore God
bids the prophets comfort them against those fears: "Whatever becomes of the unrighteous nation,
let the righteous man know that he shall not be lost in the crowd of sinners; the Judge of all the
earth will not slay the righteous with the wicked (Gen. xviii. 25); no, assure him, in God's name,
that it shall be well with him. The property of the trouble shall be altered to him, and he shall be
hidden in the day of the Lord's anger. He shall have divine supports and comforts, which shall
abound as afflictions abound, and so it shall be well with him." When the whole stay of bread is
taken away, yet in the day of famine the righteous shall be satisfied; they shall eat the fruit of their
doings—they shall have the testimony of their consciencesfor them that they kept themselves pure
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from the common iniquity, and therefore the common calamity is not the same thing to them that
it is to others; they brought no fuel to the flame, and therefore are not themselves fuel for it. 2.
Some wicked people might hope that they should escape that ruin, and therefore God bids the
prophets shake their vain hopes. "Woe to the wicked; it shall be ill with him, v. 11. To him the
judgments shall have sting, and there shall be wormwood and gall in the affliction and misery."
There is a woe to wicked people, and, though they may think to shelter themselves from public
judgments, yet it shall beill with them; it will grow worse and worse with them if they repent not,
and the worst of al will be at last; for the reward of their hands shall be given them, in the day
when every man shall receive according to the things done in the body.

The Vanity of the Daughters of Zion. (b. c. 758.)

16 Moreover the Lord saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk
with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and
making atinkling with their feet: 17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the
crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will discover their secret
parts. 18 Inthat day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments
about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tireslike the moon, 19 The chains,
and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs,
and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 21 Therings, and nose jewels,

22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the
crisping pins, 23 The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils. 24
Andit shall cometo pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead
of agirdle arent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher
agirding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty. 25 Thy men shall fall by the
sword, and thy mighty in thewar. 26 And her gates shall lament and mourn; and
she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.

The prophet's businesswas to show all sorts of people what they had contributed to the national
guilt and what share they must expect in the national judgmentsthat were coming. Here hereproves
and warns the daughters of Zion, tells the ladies of their faults; and Moses, in the law, having
denounced God'swrath against the tender and delicate woman (the prophets being acomment upon
the law, Deut. xxviii. 56), he here tellsthem how they shall smart by the calamitiesthat are coming
upon them. Observe,

|. The sin charged upon the daughters of Zion, v. 16. The prophet expressly vouches God's
authority for what he said, lest it should be thought it was unbecoming in him to take notice of such
things, and should be resented by the ladies: The Lord saith it. "Whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear, let them know that God takes notice of, and is much displeased with, the folly
and vanity of proud women, and his law takes cognizance even of their dress." Two things that
here stand indicted for—haughtiness and wantonness, directly contrary to that modesty,
shamefacedness, and sobriety, with which women ought to adorn themselves, 1 Tim. ii. 9. They
discovered the disposition of their mind by their gait and gesture, and the lightness of their carriage.
They are haughty, for they walk with stretched-forth necks, that they may seem tall, or, asthinking
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nobody good enough to speak to them or to receive alook or a smile from them. Their eyes are
wanton, deceiving (so the word is); with their amorous glances they draw men into their snares.
They affect aformal starched way of going, that people may look at them, and admire them, and
know they have been at the dancing-school, and have learned the minuet-step. They go mincing,
or nicely tripping, not willing to set so much as the sole of their foot to the ground, for tenderness
and delicacy. They make a tinkling with their feet, having, as some think, chains, or little bells,
upon their shoes, that made a noise: they go asif they were fettered (so some read it), like a horse
tramelled, that he may learn to pace. Thus Agag came delicately, 1 Sam. xv. 32. Such anice affected
mien is not only aforce upon that which is natural, and ridiculous before men, men of sense; but
asit is an evidence of avain mind, it is offensive to God. And two things aggravated it here: 1.
That these were the daughters of Zion, the holy mountain, who should have behaved with the gravity
that becomes women professing godliness. 2. That it should seem, by the connexion, they werethe
wives and daughters of the princes who spoiled and oppressed the poor (v. 14, 15) that they might
maintain the pride and luxury of their families.

[1. The punishments threatened for this sin; and they answer the sin as face answersto facein
aglass, v. 17, 18. 1. They walked with stretched-forth necks, but God will smite with a scab the
crown of their head, which shall lower their crests, and make them ashamed to show their heads,
being obliged by it to cut off their hair. Note, Loathsome diseases are often sent as the just
punishment of pride, and are sometimes the immediate effect of lewdness, the flesh and the body
being consumed by it. 2. They cared not what they laid out in furnishing themselves with great
variety of fine clothes; but God will reduce them to such poverty and distress that they shall not
have clothes sufficient to cover their nakedness, but their uncomeliness shall be exposed through
their rags. 3. They were extremely fond and proud of their ornaments; but God will strip them of
those ornaments, when their houses shall be plundered, their treasures rifled, and they themselves
led into captivity. The prophet here specifies many of the ornaments which they used as particularly
as if he had been the keeper of their wardrobe or had attended them in their dressing-room. It is
not at all material to enquire what sort of ornaments these respectively were and whether the
trandations rightly express the original words; perhaps 100 years hence the names of some of the
ornaments that are now in use in our own land will be as little understood as some of those here
mentioned now are. Fashions alter, and so do the names of them; and yet the mention of them is
not in vain, but is designed to expose the folly of the daughters of Zion; for, (1.) Many of these
things, we may suppose, were very odd and ridiculous, and, if they had not been in fashion, would
have been hooted at. They werefitter to be toysfor children to play with than ornamentsfor grown
peopleto go to Mount Zion in. (2.) Those things that were decent and convenient, as the linen, the
hoods, and the veils, needed not be provided in such abundance and variety. It is necessary to have
apparel and proper that all should have it according to their rank; but what occasion was there for
so many changeable suits of apparel (v. 22), that they might not be seen two days together in the
same suit? " They must have (asthe homily against excess of apparel speaks) one gown for the day,
another for the night—one long, another short—one for the working day, another for the
holy-day—one of this colour, another of that colour—one of cloth, another of silk or damask—one
dress afore dinner, another after—one of the Spanish fashion, another Turkey—and never content
with sufficient." All this, asit is an evidence of pride and vain curiosity, so must needs spend a
great deal in gratifying a base lust that ought to be laid out in works of piety and charity; and it is
well if poor tenants be not racked, or poor creditors defrauded to support it. (3.) The enumeration
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of these things intimates what care they were in about them, how much their hearts were upon
them, what an exact account they kept of them, how nice and critical they were about them, how
insatiable their desire was of them, and how much of their comfort was bound up in them. A maid
could forget none of these ornaments, though they were ever so many (Jer. ii. 32), but they would
report them as readily, and talk of them with as much pleasure, as if they had been things of the
greatest moment. The prophet did not speak of these things as in themselves sinful (they might
lawfully be had and used), but as things which they were proud of and should therefore be deprived
of.

[11. They were very nice and curious about their clothes; but God would make those bodies of
theirs, which were at such expense to beautify and make easy, areproach and burden to them (v.
24): Instead of sweet smell (those tablets, or boxes, of perfume, houses of the soul or breath, as
they are called, v. 20, margin) there shall be stink, garments grown filthy with being long worn,
or from some loathsome disease or plasters for the cure of it. Instead of a rich embroidered girdle
used to make the clothes sit tight, there shall be a rent, a rending of the clothes for grief, or old
rotten clothes rent into rags. Instead of well-set hair, curiously plaited and powdered, there shall
be baldness, the hair being plucked off or shaven, aswas usual in times of great affliction (ch. xv.
2; Jer. xvi. 6), or in great servitude, Ezek. xxix. 18. Instead of a stomacher, or a scarf or sash, there
shall be a girding of sackcloth, in token of deep humiliation; and burning instead of beauty. Those
that had a good complexion, and were proud of it, when they are carried into captivity shall be
tanned and sun-burnt; and it is observed that the best faces are soonest injured by the weather. From
all thislet uslearn, 1. Not to be nice and curious about our apparel, not to affect that which is gay
and costly, nor to be proud of it. 2. Not to be secure in the enjoyment of any of the delights of sense,
because we know not how soon we may be stripped of them, nor what straits we may be reduced
to.

IV. They designed by these ornaments to charm the gentlemen, and win their affections (Prov.
vii. 16, 17), but there shall be none to be charmed by them (v. 25): Thy men shall fall by the sword,
and the mighty in the war, Thefire shall consume them, and then the maidens shall not be givenin
marriage; asitis, Ps. Ixxviii. 63. When the sword comes with commission the mighty commonly
fall first by it, because they are most forward to venture. And, when Zion's guards are cut off, no
marvel that Zion's gates lament and mourn (v. 26), the enemies having made themselves masters
of them; and the city itself, being desolate, being emptied or swept, shall sit upon the ground like
adisconsolate widow. If sin be harboured with in the walls, lamentation and mourning are near the
gates.

| SATAH.

CHAP. V.

In this chapter we have, 1. A threatening of the paucity and scarceness of man (ver. 1), which
might fitly enough have been added to the close of the foregoing chapter, to which it has a plain
reference. 11. A promise of the restoration of Jerusalem's peace and purity, righteousness and safety,
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in the days of the Messiah, ver. 2-6. Thus, in wrath, mercy is remembered, and gospel graceisa
sovereign relief, in reference to the terrors of the law and the desolations made by sin.

Humiliation of the Daughtersof Zion. (b. c. 758.)

1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat
our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take

away our reproach.

It was threatened (ch. iii. 25) that the mighty men should fall by the sword in war, and it was
threatened as a punishment to the women that affected gaiety and aloose sort of conversation. Now
here we have the effect and consequence of that great slaughter of men, 1. That though Providence
has so wisely ordered that, communibus annis—on an average of years, there is nearly an equal
number of males and females born into theworld, yet, through the devastations made by war, there
should scarcely be one man in seven left alive. As there are deaths attending the bringing forth of
children, which are peculiar to the woman, who wasfirst in transgression, so, to balance that, there
are deaths peculiar to men, those by the sword in the high places of thefield, which perhaps devour
more than child-bed does. Here it is foretold that such multitudes of men should be cut off that
there should be seven women to one man. 2. That by reason of the scarcity of men, though marriage
should be kept up for the raising of recruits and the preserving of the race of mankind upon earth,
yet the usual method of it should be quite altered,—that, whereas men ordinarily make their court
to the women, the women should now take hold of the men, foolishly fearing (as Lot's daughters
did, when they saw the ruin of Sodom and perhaps thought it reached further than it did) that in a
little time there would be none left (Gen. xix. 31),—that whereas women naturally hate to comein
sharerswith others, seven should now, by consent, become the wives of one man,—and that whereas
by the law the husband was obliged to provide food and raiment for hiswife (Exod. xxi. 10), which
with many would be the most powerful argument against multiplying wives, these women will be
bound to support themselves; they will eat bread of their own earning, and wear apparel of their
own wor king, and the man they court shall be at no expense upon them, only they desireto becalled
hiswives, to take away the reproach of asingle life. They are willing to be wives upon any terms,
though ever so unreasonable; and perhaps the rather because in these troublesome times it would
be akindness to them to have a husband for their protector. Paul, on the contrary, thinks the single
state preferable in atime of distress, 1 Cor. vii. 26. It were well if this were not introduced here
partly as areflection upon the daughters of Zion, that, notwithstanding the humbling providences
they were under (ch. iii. 18), they remained unhumbled, and, instead of repenting of their pride and
vanity, when God was contending with them for them, all their care was to get husbands—that
modesty, which is the greatest beauty of the fair sex, was forgotten, and with them the reproach of
vice was nothing to the reproach of virginity, a sad symptom of the irrecoverable desolations of
virtue.

The Future Glory of Zion. (b. c. 758.)
2 Inthat day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit
of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 3

And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in
Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in
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Jerusalem: 4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the
spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 5 And the Lord will create upon
every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke
by day, and the shining of aflaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a
defence. 6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the

heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

By the foregoing threatenings Jerusalem is brought into a very deplorable condition: every
thing looks melancholy. But here the sun breaks out from behind the cloud. Many exceedingly
great and precious promises we have in these verses, giving assurance of comfort which may be
discerned through the troubles, and of happy days which shall come after them, and these certainly
point at the kingdom of the Messiah, and the great redemption to be wrought out by him, under the
figure and type of the restoration of Judah and Jerusalem by the reforming reign of Hezekiah after
Ahaz and the return out of their captivity in Babylon; to both these events the passage may have
some reference, but chiefly to Christ. It is here promised, as the issue of all these troubles,

|. That God will raise up arighteous branch, which shall produce fruits of righteousness (v.
2): In that day, that same day, at that very time, when Jerusalem shall be destroyed and the Jewish
nation extirpated and dispersed, the kingdom of the Messiah shall be set up; and then shall be the
reviving of the church, when every one shall fear the utter ruin of it.

1. Christ himself shall be exalted. He is the branch of the Lord, the man the branch; it is one
of prophetical names, my servant the branch (Zech. iii. 8; vi. 12), the branch of righteousness (Jer.
xxiii. 5; xxxiii. 15), arod out of the stem of Jesse and a branch out of hisroots (ch. xi. 1), and this,
as somethink, isalluded to when heis called a Nazarene, Maitt. ii. 23. Here heis called the branch
of the Lord, because planted by his power and flourishing to his praise. The ancient Chaldee
paraphrase here reads it, The Christ, or Messiah, of the Lord. He shall be the beauty, and glory,
and joy. (1.) He shall himself be advanced to the joy set before him and the glory which he had
with the Father before the world was. He that was a reproach of men, whose visage was marred
more than any man's, is now, in the upper world, beautiful and glorious, as the sun in his strength,
admired and adored by angels. (2.) He shall be beautiful and gloriousin the esteem of all believers,
shall gain aninterest in the world, and a name among men above every name. To those that believe
heis precious, heisan honour (1 Pet. ii. 7), the fairest of ten thousand (Cant. v. 10), and atogether
glorious. Let usrejoice that heisso, and let him be so to us.

2. His gospel shall be embraced. The success of the gospel is the fruit of the branch of the
Lord; al the graces and comforts of the gospel spring from Christ. But it is called the fruit of the
earth becauseit sprang up in thisworld and was cal cul ated for the present state. And Christ compares
himself to agrain of wheat, that fallsinto the ground and dies, and so brings forth much fruit, John
Xii. 24. The success of the gospel is represented by the earth's yielding her increase (Ps. Ixvii. 6),
and the planting of the Christian church is God's sowing it to himself in the earth, Hos. ii. 23. We
may understand it of both the persons and the things that are the products of the gospel: they shall
be excellent and comely, shall appear very agreeable and be very acceptable to those that have
escaped of Isradl, to that remnant of the Jews which was saved from perishing with the rest in
unbelief, Rom. xi. 5. Note, If Christ be precious to us, his gospel will be so and al its truths and
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promises—his church will be so, and all that belong to it. These are the good fruit of the earth, in
comparison with which all other things are but weeds. It will be a good evidence to us that we are
of the chosen remnant, distinguished from the rest that are called I srael, and marked for salvation,
if we are brought to see a transcendent beauty in Christ, and in holiness, and in the saints, the
excellent ones of the earth. As atype of this blessed day, Jerusalem, after Sennacherib's invasion
and after the captivity in Babylon, should again flourish as abranch, and be blessed with the fruits
of the earth. Compare ch. xxxvii. 31, 32. The remnant shall again take root downward and bear
fruit upward. And if by the fruit of the earth here we understand the good things of this life, we
may observe that these have peculiar sweetness in them to the chosen remnant, who, having a
covenant—right to them, have the most comfortable use of them. If the branch of the Lord be
beautiful and glorious in our eyes, even the fruit of the earth also will be excellent and comely,
because then we may take it as the fruit of the promise, Ps. xxxvii. 16; 1 Tim. iv. 8.

I1. That God will reserve to himself a holy seed, v. 3. When the generality of those that have
aplace and a name in Zion and in Jerusalem shall be cut off as withered branches, by their own
unbelief, yet some shall be left. Some shall remain, some shall still cleave to the church, when its
property is altered and it has become Christian; for God will not quite cast off his people, Rom. xi.
1. Thereis here and there one that is left. Now, 1. Thisis aremnant according to the election of
grace (asthe apostle speaks, Rom. xi. 5), such as are written among the living, marked in the counsel
and fore-knowledge of God for life and salvation, written to life (so the word is), designed and
determined for it unalterably; for "what | have written | have written." Those that are kept alivein
killing dying timeswere written for life in the book of divine Providence; and shall we not suppose
those who are rescued from a greater death to be such as were written in the Lamb's book of life?
Rev. xiii. 8. As many as were ordained unto eternal life believed to the salvation of the soul, Acts
xiii. 48. Note, All that were written among the living shall be found among the living, every one;
for of al that were given to Christ hewill lose none. 2. It isaremnant under the dominion of grace;
for every onethat iswritten among the living, and is accordingly left, shall be called holy, shall be
holy, and shall be accepted of God accordingly. Those only that are holy shall be left when the Son
of man shall gather out of his kingdom every thing that offends; and all that are chosen to salvation
are chosen to sanctification. See 2 Thess. ii. 13; Eph. i. 4.

[11. That God will reform his church and will rectify and amend whatever isamissinit, v. 4.
Then the remnant shall be called holy, when the Lord shall have washed away their filth, washed
it from among them by cutting off the wicked persons, washed it from within them by purging out
the wicked thing. They shall not be called so till they are in some measure made so. Gospel times
aretimes of reformation (Heb. ix. 10), typified by the reformation in the days of Hezekiah and that
after captivity, to which this promise refers. Observe, 1. The places and persons to be reformed.
Jerusalem, though the holy city, needed reformation; and, being the holy city, the reformation of
that would have a good influence upon the whole kingdom. The daughters of Zion also must be
reformed, the women in a particular manner, whom he had reproved, ch. iii. 16. When they were
decked in their ornaments they thought themselves wondrously clean; but, being proud of them,
the prophet call them their filth, for no sinismore abominable to God than pride. Or by the daughters
of Zion may be meant the country towns and villages, which were related to Jerusalem as the
mother-city, and which needed reformation. 2. The reformation itself. The filth shall be washed
away; for wickedness is filthiness, particularly blood-shed, for which Jerusalem was infamous (2
Kings xxi. 16), and which defiles the land more than any other sin. Note, The reforming of a city
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isthe cleansing of it. When vicious customs and fashions are suppressed, and the open practice of
wickedness is restrained, the place is made clean and sweet which before was a dunghill; and this
is not only for its credit and reputation among strangers, but for the comfort and health of the
inhabitants themselves. 3. The author of the reformation: The Lord shall do it. Reformation-work
is God's work; if any thing be done to purpose init, it is his doing. But how? By the judgment of
his providence the sinners were destroyed and consumed; but it is by the Spirit of his grace that
they are reformed and converted. Thisisthe work that is done, not by might, nor by power, but by
the Spirit of the Lord of hosts (Zech. iv. 6), working both upon the sinners themselves that are to
be reformed and upon magistrates, ministers, and others that are to be employed as instruments of
reformation. The Spirit herein acts, (1.) Asaspirit of judgment, enlightening the mind, convincing
the conscience,—as aspirit of wisdom, guiding usto deal prudently, (Isa. lii. 13),—asadiscerning,
distinguishing, Spirit, separating between the precious and the vile. (2.) As a Spirit of burning,
quickening and invigorating the afflictions, and making men zealously affected in a good work.
The Spirit works asfire, Matt. iii. 11. An ardent loveto Christ and souls, and aflaming zeal against
sin, will carry men on with resolution in their endeavours to turn away ungodliness from Jacaob.
See Isa. xxxii. 15, 16.

IV. That God will protect his church, and all that belong to it (v. 5, 6); when they are purified
and reformed they shall no longer lie exposed, but God will take a particular care of them. Those
that are sanctified are well fortified; for God will be to them a guide and a guard.

1. Their tabernacles shall be defended, v. 5.

(1.) Thiswrit of protection refersto, [1.] Their dwelling places, the tabernacles of their rest,
their own houses, where they worship God alone, and with their families. That blessing which is
upon the habitation of the just shall be a protection to it, Prov. iii. 33. In the tabernacles of the
righteous shall the voice of rejoicing and salvation be, Ps. cxviii. 15. Note, God takes particular
cognizance and care of the dwelling-places of his people, of every one of them, the poorest cottage
as well as the statliest palace. When iniquity is put far from the tabernacle the Almighty shall be
its defence, Job xxiii. 23, 26. [2.] Their assemblies or tabernacles of meeting for religious worship.
No mention is made of the temple, for the promise points at a time when not one stone of that shall
be left upon another; but all the congregations of Christians, though but two or three met together
in Christ's name, shall be taken under the special protection of heaven; they shall be no more
scattered, no more disturbed, nor shall any weapon formed against them prosper. Note, we ought
to reckon it agreat mercy if we have liberty to worship God in public, free from the alarms of the
sword of war or persecution.

(2.) Thiswrit of protection isdrawn up, [1.] In asimilitude taken from the safety of the camp
of Israel when they marched through the wilderness. God will give to the Christian church asreal
proofs, though not so sensible, of his care of them, as he then gave to Israel. The Lord will again
create a cloud and smoke by day, to screen them from the scorching heat of the sun, and the shining
of a flaming fire by night, to enlighten and warm the air, which in the night is cold and dark. See
Exod. xiii. 21; Neh. ix. 19. This pillar of cloud and fire interposed between the Israelites and the
Egyptians, Exod. xiv. 20. Note, Though miracles have ceased, yet God is the same to the
New-Testament church that he was to Israel of old; the very same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.
[2.] In asimilitude taken from the outside cover of rams' skins and badgers skins that was upon
the curtains of the tabernacle, as if every dwelling place of Mount Zion and every assembly were
as dear to God as that tabernacle was. Upon all the glory shall be a defense, to save it from wind
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and weather. Note, The church on earth hasits glory. Gospel truths and ordinances, the scriptures
and the ministry, are the church's glory; and upon all this glory there is a defence, and ever shall
be, for the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church. If God himself bethe glory in the midst
of it, he will himself be awall of fire around about it, impenetrable and impregnable. Grace in the
soul isthe glory of it, and those that have it are kept by the power of God asin a strong-hold, 1 Pet.
i.5.

2. Their tabernacle shall be a defence to them, v. 6. God's tabernacle was a pavilion to the
saints (Ps. xxvii. 5); but, when that is taken down, they shall not want a covert: the divine power
and goodness shall be a tabernacle to all the saints. God himself will be their hiding-place (Ps.
xxxii. 7); they shall be at home in him, Ps. xci. 9. He will himself be to them as the shadow of a
great rock (ch. xxxii. 2) and his name a strong tower, Prov. xviii. 10. Hewill be not only a shadow
from the heat in the daytime, but a covert from storm and rain. Note, In this world we must expect
change of weather and all the inconveniences that attend it; we shall meet with storm and rain in
this lower region, and at other times the heat of the day no less burdensome; but God is a refuge
to hispeoplein all weathers.

| SATAH.

CHAP. V.

In this chapter the prophet, in God's name, shows the people of God their transgressions, even
the house of Jacob their sins, and the judgments which were likely to be brought upon them for
their sins, |. By a parable, under the similitude of an unfruitful vineyard, representing the great
favours God had bestowed upon them, their disappointing his expectations from them, and the ruin
they had thereby deserved, ver. 1-7. 11. By an enumeration of the sinsthat did abound among them,
with athreatening of punishments that should answer to the sins. 1. Covetousness, and greediness
of worldly wealth, which shall be punished with famine, ver. 8-10. 2. Rioting, revelling, and
drunkenness (ver. 11, 12, 22, 23), which shall be punished with captivity and all the miseries that
attend it, ver. 13-17. 3. Presumption in sin, and defying the justice of God, ver. 18, 19. 4.
Confounding the distinctions between virtue and vice, and so undermining the principlesof religion,
ver. 20. 5. Self-conceit, ver. 21. 6. Perverting justice, for which, and the other instances of reigning
wickedness among them, agreat and general desolation in threatened, which should lay all waste
(ver. 24, 25), and which should be effected by aforeign invasion (ver. 26-30), referring perhapsto
the havoc made not long after by Sennacherib's army.

Israel Compared to a Vineyard. (b. c. 758.)

1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved asong of my beloved touching hisvineyard.
My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 2 And he fenced it, and
gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a
tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forthwild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants
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of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, | pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that | have not done in it?
wherefore, when | looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild
grapes? 5 And now go to; | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard: | will take
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof,
and it shall be trodden down: 6 And | will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor
digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: | will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain uponit. 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house
of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but

behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold acry.

Seewhat variety of methodsthe great God takes to awaken sinnersto repentance by convincing
them of sin, and showing them their misery and danger by reason of it. To this purport he speaks
sometimes in plain terms and sometimes in parables, sometimes in prose and sometimes in verse,
ashere. "We havetried to reason with you (ch. i. 18); now let us put your caseinto apoem, inscribed
to the honour of my well beloved." God the Father dictatesit to the honour of Christ hiswell beloved
Son, whom he has constituted Lord of the vineyard. The prophet sings it to the honour of Christ
too, for heishiswell beloved. The Old-Testament prophets were friends of the bridegroom. Christ
is God's beloved Son and our beloved Saviour. Whatever is said or sung of the church must be
intended to his praise, even that which (like this) tends to our shame. This parable was put into a
song that it might be the more moving and affecting, might be the more easily learned and exactly
remembered, and the better transmitted to posterity; and it is an exposition of he song of Moses
(Deut. xxxii.), showing that what he then foretold was now fulfilled. Jerome says, Christ the
well-beloved did in effect sing this mournful song when he beheld Jerusalem and wept over it (Luke
xix. 41), and had reference to it in the parable of the vineyard (Matt. xxi. 33, &c.), only here the
fault was in the vines, there in the husbandmen. Here we have,

|. The great things which God had done for the Jewish church and nation. When all the rest of
the world lay in common, not cultivated by divine revelation, that was his vineyard, they were his
peculiar people. He acknowledged them as his own, set them apart for himself. The soil they were
planted in was extraordinary; it was a very fruitful hill, the horn of the son of oil; so it isin the
margin. There was plenty, a cornucopia; and there was dainty: they did there eat the fat and drink
the sweet, and so were furnished with abundance of good things to honour God with in sacrifices
and free-will offerings. The advantages of our situation will be brought into the account another
day. Observe further what God did for this vineyard. 1. He fenced it, took it under his special
protection, kept it night and day under his own eye, lest any should hurt it, ch. xxvii. 2, 3. If they
had not themsel ves thrown down their fence, no inroad could have been made upon them, Ps. cxxv.
2; cxxxi. 4. 2. He gathered the stones out of it, that, as nothing from without might damage it, so
nothing within might obstruct its fruitfulness. He proffered his grace to take away the stony heart.
3. Heplanted it with the choicest vine, set up apurereligion among them, gave them amost excel lent
law, instituted ordinances very proper for the keeping up of their acquaintance with God, Jer. ii.
21. 4. He built atower in the midst of it, either for defence against violence or for the dressers of
the vineyard to lodge in; or rather it was for the owner of the vineyard to sit in, to take a view of
the vines (Cant. vii. 12)—a summer-house. The temple was this tower, about which the priests
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lodged, and where God promised to meet his people, and gave them the tokens of his presence
among them and pleasure in them. 5. He made a wine-press therein, set up his altar, to which the
sacrifices, asthe fruits of the vineyard, should be brought.

I1. The disappointment of hisjust expectations from them: Helooked that it should bring forth
grapes, and a great deal of reason he had for that expectation. Note, God expects vineyard-fruit
from those that enjoy vineyard-privileges, not leavesonly, asMark xi. 12. A bare profession, though
ever so green, will not serve: there must be more than buds and blossoms. Good purposes and good
beginnings are good things, but not enough; there must be fruit, a good heart and a good life,
vineyard fruit, thoughts and affections, words and actions, agreeable to the Spirit, which is the
fatness of the vineyard (Gal. v. 22, 23), answerable to the ordinances, which are the dressings of
the vineyard, acceptable to God, the Lord of the vineyard, and fruit according to the season. Such
fruit as this God expects from us, grapes, the fruit of the vine, with which they honour God and
man (Judg. ix. 13); and his expectations are neither high nor hard, but righteous and very reasonable.
Y et see how his expectations are frustrated: It brought forth wild grapes; not only no fruit at all,
but bad fruit, worse than none, grapes of Sodom, Deut. xxxii. 32. 1. Wild grapes are the fruits of
the corrupt nature, fruit according to the crabstock, not according to the engrafted branch, from the
root of bitterness, Heb. xii. 15. Where grace does not work corruption will. 2. Wild grapes are
hypocritical performances in religion, that look like grapes, but are sour or bitter, and are so far
from being pleasing to God that they are provoking, as theirs mentioned in ch. i. 11. Counterfeit
graces are wild grapes.

[11. An appeal to themselves whether upon the whole matter God must not be justified and
they condemned, v. 3, 4. And now the caseis plainly stated: O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men
of Judah! judge, | pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. Thisimpliesthat God was blamed about
them. There was a controversy between them and him; but the equity was so plain on his side that
he could venture to put the decision of the controversy to their own consciences. "L et any inhabitant
of Jerusalem, any man of Judah, that has but the use of his reason and a common sense of equity
and justice, speak his mind impartialy in this matter." Here is a challenge to any man to show, 1.
Any instance wherein God had been wanting to them: What could have been done more to my
vineyard, that | have not done in it? He speaks of the external means of fruitfulness, and such as
might be expected from the dresser of a vineyard, from whom it is not required that he should
change the nature of the vine. What ought to have been done more? so it may be read. They had
everything requisitefor instruction and direction in their duty, for quickening themto it and putting
them in mind of it. No inducements were wanting to persuade them to it, but all arguments were
used that were proper to work either upon hope or fear; and they had all the opportunities they
could desire for the performance of their duty, the new moons, and the sabbaths, and solemn feasts;
They had the scriptures, the lively oracles, a standing ministry in the priests and Levites, besides
what was extraordinary in the prophets. No nation had statutes and judgments so righteous. 2. Nor
could any tolerable excuse be offered for their walking thus contrary to God. "Wherefore, what
reason can be given why it should bring forth wild grapes, when | looked for grapes?' Note, The
wickedness of those that profess religion, and enjoy the means of grace, is the most unreasonable
unaccountable thing in the world, and the whole blame of it must lie upon the sinners themselves.
"If thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it, and shalt not have aword to say for thyself in the judgment
of the great day." God will prove his own ways equal and the sinner's ways unequal.
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IV. Their doom read, and a righteous sentence passed upon them for their bad conduct towards
God (v. 5, 6): "And now go to, since nothing can be offered in excuse of the crime or arrest of the
judgement, | will tell you what | am now determined to do to my vineyard. | will be vexed and
troubled with it no more; since it will be good for nothing, it shall be good for nothing; in short, it
shall cease to be a vineyard, and be turned into a wilderness: the church of the Jews shall be
unchurched; their charter shall be taken away, and they shall become |o-ammi—not my people.” 1.
"They shall no longer be distinguished asapeculiar people, but belaid in common: | will take away
the hedge thereof, and then it will soon be eaten up and become as bare as other ground.” They
mingled with the nations and therefore were justly scattered among them. 2. "They shall no longer
be protected as God's peopl e, but left exposed. God will not only suffer thewall to go to decay, but
hewill break it down, will remove al their defences from them, and then they will become an easy
prey to their enemies, who have long waited for an opportunity to do them a mischief, and will
now tread them down and trample upon them.” 3. "They shall nolonger have theface of avineyard,
and the form and shape of a church and commonwealth, but shall be levelled and laid waste." This
was fulfilled when Jerusalem for their sakes was ploughed as a field, Mic. iii. 12. 4. "No more
pains shall be taken with them by magistrates or ministers, the dressers and keepers of their vineyard;
it shall not be pruned nor digged, but every thing shall run wild, and nothing shall come up but
briers and thorns, the products of sin and the curse,” Gen. iii. 18. When errors and corruptions, vice
and immorality, go without check or control, no testimony borne against them, no rebuke given
them or restraint put upon them, the vineyard is unpruned, is ot dressed, or ridded; and then it will
soon be like the vineyard of the man void of understanding, all grown over with thorns. 5. "That
which completes its woe is that the dews of heaven shall be withheld; he that has the key of the
clouds will command them that they rain no rain upon it, and that alone is sufficient to run it into
a desert.” Note, God in a way of righteous judgment, denies his grace to those that have long
received it in vain. The sum of all isthat those who would not bring forth good fruit should bring
forth none. The curse of barrennessis the punishment of the sin of barrenness, asMark xi. 14. This
had its partial accomplishment in the destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, its full
accomplishment in the final rejection of the Jews, and has its frequent accomplishment in the
departure of God's Spirit from those persons who have long resisted him and striven against him,
and the removal of his gospel from those places that have been long a reproach to it, while it has
been an honour to them. It isno loss to God to lay his vineyard waste; for he can, when he please,
turn awilderness into a fruitful field; and when he does thus dismantle a vineyard, it is but as he
did by the garden of Eden, which, when man had by sin forfeited his placein it, was soon levelled
with common soil.

V. The explanation of this parable, or akey to it (v. 7), where we are told, 1. What is meant
by the vineyard (it is the house of Israel, the body of the people, incorporated in one church and
commonwealth), and what by the vines, the pleasant plants, the plants of God's pleasure, which he
had been pleased in and delighted in doing good to; they are the men of Judah; these he had dealt
graciously with, and from them he expected suitable returns. 2. What is meant by the grapes that
were expected and the wild grapes that were produces: He looked for judgment and righteousness,
that the people should be honest in all their dealings and the magistrates should strictly administer
justice. This might reasonably be expected among a people that had such excellent laws and rules
of justice given them (Deut. iv. 8); but the fact was quite otherwise; instead of judgment there was
the cruelty of the oppressors, and instead of righteousness the cry of the oppressed. Every thing
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was carried by clamour and noise, and not by equity and according to the merits of the cause. It is
sad with a people when wickedness has usurped the place of judgment, Eccl. iii. 16. It is very sad
with a soul when instead of the grapes of humility, meekness, patience, love, and contempt of the
world, which God looks for, there are the wild grapes of pride, passion, discontent, malice, and
contempt of God—instead of the grapes of praying and praising, the wild grapes of cursing and
swearing, which are a great offence to God. Some of the ancients apply thisto the Jewsin Christ's
time, among whom God looked for righteousness (that is, that they should receive and embrace
Christ), but behold a cry, that cry, Crucify him, crucify him.

Worldly-Mindedness Reproved; The Punishment of the Sensual. (b. c. 758.)

8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no
place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! 9 In mine ears said
the Lord of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair,
without inhabitant. 10 Y ea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed
of ahomer shall yield an ephah. 11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning,
that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them!

12 And the harp, and thevial, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts. but
they regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands.
13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge:
and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.
14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure:
and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rgjoiceth, shall
descend intoit. 15 And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man
shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: 16 But the Lord of
hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in
righteousness. 17 Then shall thelambsfeed after their manner, and the waste places
of the fat ones shall strangers eat.

The world and the flesh are the two great enemies that we are in danger of being overpowered
by; yet we are in no danger if we do not ourselves yield to them. Eagerness of the world, and
indulgence of the flesh, are the two sins against which the prophet, in God's name, here denounces
woes. These were sinswhich then abounded among the men of Judah, some of the wild grapesthey
brought forth (v. 4), and for which God threatens to bring ruin upon them. They are sinswhich we
have all need to stand upon our guard against and dread the consequences of .

|. Here is a woe to those who set their hearts upon the wealth of the world, and place their
happiness in that, and increase it to themselves by indirect and unlawful means (v. 8), who join
house to house and lay field to field, till there be no place, no room for anybody to live by them.
If they could succeed, they would be placed alone in the midst of the earth, would monopolize
possessions and preferments, and engross all profits and employments to themselves. Not that it is
asin for those who have a house and afield, of they have wherewithal, to purchase another; but

1. Their fault is, (1.) That they are inordinate in their desires to enrich themselves, and make
it their whole care and business to raise an estate, asif they had nothing to mind, nothing to seek,
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nothing to do, in thisworld, but that. They never know when they have enough, but the more they
have the more they would have; and, like the daughters of the horseleech, they cry, Give, give.
They cannot enjoy what they have, nor do good with it, but are constantly contriving and studying
to make it more. They must have variety of houses, a winter-house, and a summer-house, and if
another man's house or field lie convenient to theirs, as Naboth's vineyard to Ahab's, they must
have that too, or they cannot be easy. (2.) That they are herein careless of others, nay, and injurious
to them. They would live so asto let nobody live but themselves. So that their insatiable covetings
may be gratified, they care not what becomes of all about them, what encroachments they make
upon their neighbours' rights, what hardships they put upon those that they have power over or
advantage against, nor what base and wicked arts they use to heap up treasure to themselves. They
would swell so big asto fill all space, and yet are still unsatisfied (Eccl. v. 10), as Alexander, who,
when he fancied he had conquered the world, wept because he had not another world to conquer.
Deficienteterra, non impletur avaritia—f the whol e earth were monopolized, avarice would thirst
for more. What! will you be placed alone in the midst of the earth? (so some read it); will you be
so foolish asto desire it, when we have so much need of the service of others and so much comfort
intheir society? Will you be so foolish asto expect that the earth shall be forsaken for us (Job xviii.
4), when it is by multitudes that the earth is to be replenished? An propter vos solos tanta terra
creata est?—Was the wide world created merely for you? Lyra.

2. That which isthreatened asthe punishment of thissin isthat neither the houses nor the fields
they were thus greedy of should turn to any account, v. 9, 10. God whispered it to the prophet in
his ear, as he speaks in a like case (ch. xxii. 14): It was revealed in my ears by the Lord of hosts
(as God told Samuel athing in his ear, 1 Sam. ix. 15); he thought he heard it still sounding in his
ears; but he proclaimed it, as he ought, upon the house-tops, Matt. x. 27. (1.) That the houses they
were so fond of should be untenanted, should stand long empty, and should yield them no rent, and
go out of repair: Many houses shall be desolate, the people that should dwell in them, being cut
off by sword, famine, or pestilence, or carried into captivity; or trade being dead, and poverty
coming upon the country like an armed man, those that had been housekeepers were forced to
become lodgers, or shift for themselves elsewhere. Even great and fair houses, that would invite
tenants, and (there being a scarcity of tenants) might be taken at low rates, shall stand empty without
inhabitants. God created not the earth in vain; he formed it to be inhabited, ch. xlv. 18. But men's
projects are often frustrated, and what they frame answers not theintention. We have asaying, That
fools build houses for wise men to live in; but sometimes, as the event proves, they are built for no
man to livein. God has many waysto empty the most populous cities. (2.) That the fieldsthey were
so fond of should be unfruitful (v. 10): Ten acres of vineyard shall yield only such a quantity of
grapes as will make but one bath of wine (which was about eight gallons), and the seed of a homer,
abushel's sowing of ground, shall yield but an ephah, which was the tenth part of a homer; so that
through the barrenness of the ground, or the unreasonableness of the weather, they should not have
more than a tenth part of their seed again. Note, Those that set their hearts upon the world will
justly be disappointed in their expectations from it.

I1. Hereisawoeto those that dote upon the pleasures and delights of sense, v. 11, 12. Sensuality
ruins men as certainly as worldliness and oppression. As Christ pronounces a woe against those
that arerich, so also against those that laugh now and arefull (Lukevi. 24, 25), and fare sumptuously,
Luke xvi. 19. Observe,
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1. Who the sinners are against whom this woe is denounced. (1.) They are such as are given
to drink; they maketheir drinking their business, havetheir heartsupon it, and overcharge themselves
with it. They rise early to follow strong drink, as husbandmen and tradesmen do to follow their
employments; asif they were afraid of losing time from that which is the greatest misspending of
time. Whereas commonly thosethat are drunken are drunken in the night, when they have despatched
the business of the day, these neglect business, abandon it, and give up themselves to the service
of theflesh; for they sit at their cupsall day, and continuetill night, till wineinflame them—inflame
their lusts (chambering and wantonness follow upon rioting and drunkenness)—inflame their
passions; for who but such have contentions and wounds without cause? Prov. xxiii. 29-35. They
make aperfect trade of drinking; nor do they seek the shelter of the night for thiswork of darkness,
as men ashamed of it, but count it a pleasureto riot in the day-time. See 2 Pet. ii. 13. (2.) They are
such asare given to mirth. They have their feasts, and they are so merrily disposed that they cannot
dine or sup without music, musical instruments of all sorts, like David (Amosvi. 5), like Solomon
(Eccl. ii. 8); the harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, must accompany the wine, that every sense
may be gratified to a nicety; they take the timbrel and harp, Job xxi. 12. The use of musicislawful
in itself; but when it is excessive, when we set our hearts upon it, misspend time in it, so that it
crowds our spiritual and divine pleasures and draws away the heart from God, then it turnsinto sin
for us. (3.) They are such as never give their mind to any thing that is serious: They regard not the
work of the Lord; they observe not his power, wisdom, and goodness, in those creatures which they
abuse and subject to vanity, nor the bounty of his providence in giving them those good things
which they make the food and fuel of their lusts. God's judgments have already seized them, and
they are under the tokens of his displeasure, but they regard not; they consider not the hand of God
inal thesethings; hishand islifted up, but they will not see, because they will not disturb themselves
in their pleasures nor think what God is doing with them.

2. What the judgments are which are denounced against them, and in part executed. It is here
foretold, (1.) that they should be dislodged; the land should spue out these drunkards (v. 13): My
people (so they call themselves, and were proud of it) have therefore gone into captivity, are as
sure to go as if they were gone already, because they have no knowledge; how should they have
knowledge when by their excessive drinking they make sots and fool s of themselves? They set up
for wits; but because they regard not God's controversy with them, nor take any care to make their
peace with him, they may truly be said to have no knowledge; and the reason is because they will
have none; they are inconsiderate and wilful, and are therefore destroyed for lack of knowledge.
(2.) That they should be impoverished, and come to want that which they had wasted and abused
to excess. Even their glory are men of famine, subject to it and slain by it; and their multitude are
dried up with thirst. Both the great men and the common people are ready to perish for want of
bread and water. This is the effect of the failure of the corn (v. 10), for the king himself is served
of the field, Eccl. v. 9. And when the vintage fails the drunkards are called upon to weep, because
the new wine is cut off from their mouth (Joel i. 5), and not so much because now they want it as
because when they had it they abused it. It is just with God to make men want that for necessity
which they have abused to excess. (3.) What multitudes should be cut off by famine and sword (v.
14): Therefore hell has enlarged herself. Tophet, the common burying-place, proves too little; so
many are there to be buried that they shall be forced to enlargeit. The grave has opened her mouth
without measure, never saying, It is enough, Prov. xxx. 15, 16. It may be understood of the place
of the damned; luxury and sensuality fill these regions of darkness and horror; there those are
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tormented who made agod of their belly, Lukexvi. 25; Phil. iii. 19. (4.) That they should be humbled
and abased, and al their honours laid in the dust. This will be done effectually by death and the
grave: Their glory shall descend, not only to the earth, but into it; it shall not descend after them
(Ps. xlix. 17), to stand them in any stead on the other side death, but it shall die and be buried with
them—poor glory, which will thus wither! Did they glory in their numbers? Their multitude shall
go down to the pit, Ezek. xxxi. 18; xxxii. 32. Did they glory in the figure they made? Their pomp
shall be at an end; their shouts with which they triumphed, and were attended. Did they glory in
their mirth? Death will turn it into mourning; he that rejoices and revels, and never knows what it
isto be serious, shall go thither where there are weeping and wailing. Thus the mean man and the
mighty man meet together in the grave and under mortifying judgments. L et aman be ever so high,
death will bring him low—ever so mean, death will bring him lower, in the prospect of which the
eyes of the lofty should now be humbled, v. 15. It becomes those to look low that must shortly be
laid low.

3. What the fruit of these judgments shall be.

(1.) God shall beglorified, v. 16. Hethat isthe Lord of hosts, and the holy God, shall be exalted
and sanctified in the judgment and righteousness of these dispensations. Hisjustice must be owned
in bringing those low what exalted themselves; and herein heisglorified, [1.] AsaGodisirresistible
power. He will herein be exalted as the Lord of hosts, that is able to break the strongest, humble
the proudest, and tame the most unruly. Power is not exalted but in judgment. It is the honour of
God that, though he has a mighty arm, yet judgment and justice are always the habitation of his
throne, Ps. Ixxxix. 13, 14. [2.] Asa God of unspotted purity. He that is holy, infinitely holy, shall
be sanctified (that is, shall be owned and declared to be holy) in the righteous punishment of proud
men. Note, When proud men are humbled the great God is honoured, and ought to be honoured by
us.

(2.) Good people shall be relieved and succoured (v. 17): Then shall the lambs feed after their
manner; the meek ones of the earth, who followed the Lamb, who were persecuted, and put into
fear by those proud oppressors, shall feed quietly, feed in the green pastures, and there shall be
none to make them afraid. See Ezek. xxxiv. 14. When the enemies of the church are cut off then
have the churchesrest. They shall feed at their pleasure; so someread it. Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth, and delight themselves in abundant peace. They shall feed according
to their order or capacity (so others read it), as they are able to hear the word, that bread of life.

(3.) The country shall be laid waste, and become a prey to the neighbours: The waste places
of the fats ones, the possessions of those rich men that lived at their ease, shall be eaten by strangers
that were nothing akin to them. In the captivity the poor of the land were left for vine-dressers and
husbandmen (2 Kings xxv. 12); these were the lambs that fed in the pastures of the fats ones, which
were laid in common for strangers to eat. When the church of the Jews, those fat ones, was laid
waste, their privileges were transferred to the Gentiles, who had been long strangers, and the lambs
of Christ's flock were welcome to them.

Denunciations against Sin. (b. c. 758.)
18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin asit werewith

acart rope: 19 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may
see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we
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may know it! 20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness
for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21
Woe unto themthat are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 22
Woe unto themthat are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong
drink: 23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of
the righteous from him! 24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the
flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom
shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 25 Thereforeisthe anger of the Lord
kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand against them, and
hath smitten them: and the hillsdid tremble, and their carcases weretornin the midst
of the streets. For all this hisanger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out
still. 26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto
them from the end of the earth: and, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly:
27 None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep;
neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be
broken: 28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs
shall be counted likeflint, and their wheelslikeawhirlwind: 29 Their roaring shall
be like alion, they shall roar like young lions. yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of
the prey, and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it. 30 And in that day
they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if onelook unto the land,
behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.

Here are, |. Sins described which will bring judgments upon a people: and this perhaps is not
only acharge drawn up against the men of Judah who lived at that time, and the particular articles
of that charge, though it may relate primarily to them, but is rather intended for warning to all
people, in al ages, to take heed of these sins, as destructive both to particular persons and to
communities, and exposing men to God's wrath and his righteous judgments. Those are here said
to bein awoeful condition,

1. Who are eagerly set upon sin, and violent in their sinful pursuits (v. 18), who draw iniquity
with cords of vanity, who take as much pains to sin as the cattle do that draw a team, who put
themselves to the stretch for the gratifying of their inordinate appetites, and, to humour abase lust,
offer violence to nature itself. They think themselves as sure of compassing their wicked project
as if they were pulling it towards them with strong cart-ropes; but they will find themselves
disappointed, for they will prove cords of vanity, which will break when they come to any stress.
For the righteous Lord will cut in sunder the cords of the wicked, Ps. cxxix. 4; Job iv. 8; Prov. xxii.
8. They are by long custom and confirmed habits so hardened in sin that they cannot get clear of
it. Those that sin through infirmity are drawn away by sin; those that sin presumptuously draw
iniquity to them, in spite of the oppositions of Providence and the checks of conscience. Some by
sin understand the punishment of sin: they pull God's judgments upon their own heads as it were,
with cart-ropes.
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2. Who set the justice of God at defiance, and challenge the Almighty to do hisworst (v. 19):
They say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work; this is the same language with that of the
scoffers of the last days, who say, Where is the promise of his coming? and therefore it isthat, like
them, they draw iniquity with cords of vanity, are violent and daring in sin, and walk after their
own lusts, 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. (1.) They ridicule the prophets, and banter them. It is in scorn that they
call God the Holy One of Israel, because the prophets used with great veneration to call him so.
(2.) They will not believe the revelation of God's wrath from heaven against their ungodliness and
unrighteousness; unless they see it executed, they will not know it, as if the curse were brutum
fulmen—a mere flash, and all the threatenings of the word bugbears to frighten fools and children.
(3.) If God should appear against them, as he hasthreatened, yet they think themselves able to make
their part good with him, and provoke him to jealousy, asif they were stronger than he, 1 Cor. x.
22."We have heard hisword, but it isall talk; let him hasten hiswork, we shall shift for ourselves
well enough.” Note, Those that wilfully persist in sin consider not the power of God's anger.

3. Who confound and overthrow the distinctions between moral good and evil, who call evil
good and moral evil (v. 20), who not only live in the omission of that which is good, but condemn
it, argue against it, and, because they will not practise it themselves, run it down in others, and
fasten invidious epithets upon it—not only do that which is evil, but justify it, and applaud it, and
recommend it to others as safe and good. Note, (1.) Virtue and piety are good, for they are light
and sweet, they are pleasant and right; but sin and wickedness are evil; they are darkness, all the
fruit of ignorance and mistake, and will be bitternessin the latter end. (2.) Those do agreat deal of
wrong to God, and religion, and conscience, to their own souls, and to the souls of others, who
misrepresent these, and put false colours upon them—who call drunkenness good fellowship, and
covetousness good husbandry, and, when they persecute the people of God, think they do him good
service—and, on the other hand, who call seriousnessill-nature, and sober singularity ill-breeding,
who say all manner of evil falsely concerning the ways of godliness, and do what they can to form
in men's minds prejudices against them, and this in defiance of evidence as plain and convincing
as that of sense, by which we distinguish, beyond contradiction, between light and darkness, and
between that which to the taste is sweet and that which is bitter.

4. Who though they are guilty of such gross mistakes as these have a great opinion of their
own judgments, and value themselves mightily upon their understanding (v. 21): They arewisein
their own eyes; they think themselves able to disprove and baffle the reproofs and convictions of
God'sword, and to evade and elude both the searches and the reaches of hisjudgments; they think
they can outwit Infinite Wisdom and countermine Providence itself. Or it may be taken more
generaly: God resists the proud, those particularly who are conceited of their own wisdom and
lean to their own understanding; such must become fools, that they may be truly wise, or else, at
their end they shall appear to be fools before al the world.

5. Who glory in it as a great accomplishment that they are able to bear a great deal of strong
liquor without being overcome by it (v. 22), who are mighty to drink wine, and use their strength
and vigour, not in the service of their country, but in the service of their lusts. Let drunkards know
from this scripture that, (1.) They ungratefully abuse their bodily strength, which God has given
them for good purposes, and by degrees cannot but weakenit. (2.) It will not excuse them from the
guilt of drunkenness that they can drink hard and yet keep their feet. (3.) Those who boast of their
drinking down others glory in their shame. (4.) How light soever men make of their drunkenness,
itisasin which will certainly lay them open to the wrath and curse of God.
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6. Who, as judges, pervert justice, and go counter to all rules of equity, v. 23. This follows
upon the former; they drink and forget the law (Prov. xxxi. 5), and err through wine (ch. xxviii.
7), and take bribes, that they may have wherewithal to maintain their luxury. They justify the wicked
for reward, and find some pretence or other to clear him from his guilt and shelter him from
punishment; and they condemn the innocent, and take away their righteousness fromthem, that is,
overrule their pleas, deprive them of the means of clearing up their innocency, and give judgment
against them. In causes between man and man, might and money would at any time prevail against
right and justice; and he who was ever so plainly in the wrong would with a small bribe carry the
cause and recover the costs. In criminal causes, though the prisoner ever so plainly appeared to be
guilty, yet for areward they would acquit him; if he were innocent, yet if he did not fee them well,
nay, if they were feed by the malicious prosecutor, or if they themselves had spleen against him,
they would condemn him.

I1. The judgments described, which these sins would bring upon them. L et not those expect to
live easily who live thus wickedly; for the righteous God will take vengeance, v. 24-30. Here we
may observe,

1. How complete this ruin will be, and how necessarily and unavoidably it will follow upon
their sins. He had compared this peopleto avine (v. 7), well fixed, and which, it was hoped, would
be flourishing and fruitful; but the grace of God towards it was received in vain, and then the root
became rottenness, being dried up from beneath, and the blossom would of course blow off as dust,
as alight and worthless thing, Job xviii. 16. Sin weakens the strength, the root, of a people, so that
they are easily rooted up; it defaces the beauty, the blossoms, of apeople, and takes away the hopes
of fruit. The sin of unfruitfulness is punished with the plague of unfruitfulness. Sinners make
themselves as stubble and chaff, combustible matter, proper fuel to the fire of God's wrath, which
then of course devours and consumes them, as the fire devours the stubble, and nobody can hinder
it, or caresto hinder it. Chaff is consumed, unhelped and unpitied.

2. How just the ruin will be: Because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and
would not have him to reign over them; and, as the law of Moses was rejected and thrown off, so
the word of the Holy One of Israel by his servants the prophets, putting them in mind of his law
and calling them to obedience, was despised and disregarded. God does not reject men for every
transgression of hislaw and word; but, when hisword is despised and his law cast away, what can
they expect but that God should utterly abandon them?

3. Whence this ruin should come (v. 25): it is destruction from the Almighty. (1.) The justice
of God appointsit; for that isthe anger of the Lord which iskindled against his people, his necessary
vindication of the honour of his holiness and authority. (2.) The power of God effects it: He has
stretched forth his hand against them. That hand which had many a time been stretched out for
them against their enemies is now stretched out against them at full length and in its full vigour;
and who knows the power of his anger? Whether they are sensible of it or no, it is God that has
smitten them, has blasted their vine and made it wither.

4. The conseguences and continuance of this ruin. When God comes forth in wrath against a
peoplethe hillstremble, fear seizes even their great men, who are strong and high, the earth shakes
under men and isready to sink; and asthisfeels dreadful (what does more so than an earthquake?)
so what sight can be more frightful than the carcases of men torn with dogs, or thrown as dung (so
the margin readsit) in the midst of the streets? Thisintimates that great multitudes should be dlain,
not only soldiers in the field of battle, but the inhabitants of their cities put to the sword in cold
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blood, and that the survivors should neither have hands nor heartsto bury them. Thisisvery dreadful,
and yet such isthe merit of sin that, for all this, God's anger is not turned away; that fire will burn
as long as there remains any of the stubble and chaff to be fuel for it; and his hand, which he
stretched forth against his people to smite them, because they do not by prayer take hold of it, nor
by reformation submit themselvesto it, is stretched out till.

5. Theinstruments that should be employed in bringing this ruin upon them: it should be done
by the incursions of aforeign enemy, that should lay all waste. No particular enemy is named, and
thereforewe aretotakeit asaprediction of all the several judgments of thiskind which God brought
upon the Jews, Sennacherib'sinvasion soon after, and the destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans
first and at last by the Romans; and | think it is to be looked upon aso as a threatening of the like
desol ation of those countrieswhich harbour and countenance those sins mentioned in the foregoing
verses, it is an exposition of those woes. When God designs the ruin of a provoking people,

(1.) He can send a great way off for instruments to be employed in effecting it; he can raise
forces from afar, and summon them from the end of the earth to attend his service, v. 26. Those
who know him not are made use of to fulfil his counsel, when, by reason of their distance, they can
scarcely be supposed to have any ends of their own to serve. If God set up his standard, he can
incline men's heartsto enlist themselves under it, though perhaps they know not why or wherefore.
When the Lord of hosts is pleased to make a general muster of the forces he has at his command,
he has agreat army in an instant, Joel ii. 2, 11. He needs not sound a trumpet, nor beat a drum, to
give them notice or to animate them; no, he does but hiss to them, or rather whistle to them, and
that is enough; they hear that, and that puts courage into them. Note, God has all the creatures at
his beck.

(2.) He can make them come into the service with incredible expedition: Behold, they shall
come with speed swiftly. Note, [1.] Those who will do God's work must not loiter, must not linger,
nor shall they when his time has come. [2.] Those who defy God's judgments will be ashamed of
their insolence when it istoo late; they said scornfully (v. 19), Let him make speed, let him hasten
hiswork, and they shall find, to their terror and confusion, that hewill; in one hour hasthe judgment
come.

(3.) He can carry them on in the service with amazing forwardness and fury. Thisis described
here in very elegant and lofty expressions, v. 27-30. [1.] Though their marches be very long, yet
none among them shall be weary; so desirousthey beto engagethat they shall forget their weariness,
and make no complaints of it. [2.] Though the way be rough, and perhaps embarrassed by the usual
policies of war, yet none among them shall stumble, but all the difficultiesin their way shall easily
be got over. [3.] Though they be forced to keep constant watch, yet none shall slumber nor sleep,
so intent shall they be upon their work, in prospect of having the plunder of the city for their pains.
[4.] They shall not desire any rest of relaxation; they shall not put off their clothes, nor loose the
girdle of their loins, but shall always have their belts on and swords by their sides. [5.] They shall
not meet with the least hindrance to retard their march or oblige them to halt; not alatchet of their
shoes shall be broken which they must stay to mend, as Josh. ix. 13. [6.] Their armsand ammunition
shall all befixed, and in good posture; their arrows sharp, to wound deep, and all their bows bent,
none unstrung, for they expect to be soon in action. [7.] Their horses and chariots of war shall all
befit for service; their horses so strong, so hardy, that their hoofs shall be like flint, far from being
beaten, or made tender, by their long march; and the wheels of their chariots not broken, or battered,
or out of repair, but swift like a whirlwind, turning round so strongly upon their axle-trees. [8.] All
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the soldiers shall be bold and daring (v. 29): Their roaring, or shouting, before a battle, shall be
like a lion, who with his roaring animates himself, and terrifies all about him. Those who would
not hear the voice of God speaking to them by his prophets, but stopped their ears against their
charms, shall be made to hear the voice of their enemies roaring against them and shall not be able
to turn adeaf ear to it. They shall roar like the roaring of the sea in a storm; it roars and threatens
to swallow up, as the lion roars and threatens to tear in pieces. [9.] There shall not be the least
prospect of relief or succour. The enemy shall comein like aflood, and there shall be none to lift
up a standard against him. He shall seize the prey, and none shall deliver it, none shall be able to
deliver it, nay, none shall so much as dare to attempt the deliverance of it, but shall giveit up for
lost. Let the distressed ook which way they will, every thing appears dismal; for, if God frowns
upon us, how can any creature smile? First, Look round to the earth, to the land, to that land that
used to be the land of light and the joy of the whole earth, and behold darkness and sorrow, all
frightful, all mournful, nothing hopeful. Secondly, Look up to heaven, and therethelight is darkened,
where one would expect to have found it. If the light is darkened in the heavens, how great is that
darkness! If God hide his face, no marvel the heavens hide theirs and appear gloomy, Job Xxxiv.
29. It isour wisdom, by keeping a good conscience, to keep all clear between us and heaven, that
we may have light from above even when clouds and darkness are round about us.

| SATAH.

CHAP. VI.

Hitherto, it should seem, Isaiah had prophesied as a candidate, having only avirtual and tacit
commission; but here we have him (if | may so speak) solemnly ordained and set apart to the
prophetic office by amore express or explicit commission, as hiswork grew more upon his hands:
or perhaps, having seen little success of hisministry, he began to think of givingit up; and therefore
God saw fit to renew his commission here in this chapter, in such a manner as might excite and
encourage his zeal and industry in the execution of it, though he seemed to labour in vain. In this
chapter we have, |. A very awful vision which Isaiah saw of the glory of God (ver. 1-4), the terror
it put him into (ver. 5), and the relief given him against that terror by an assurance of the pardon
of hissins, ver. 6, 7. I1. A very awful commission which Isaiah received to go asaprophet, in God's
name (ver. 8), by his preaching to harden the impenitent in sin and ripen them for ruin (ver. 9-12)
yet with areservation of mercy for aremnant, (ver. 13). And it was as to an evangelical prophet
that these things were shown him and said to him.

Isaiah's Heavenly Vision. (b. c. 758.)
1 Intheyear that king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upon athrone, high
and lifted up, and histrain filled the temple. 2 Above it stood the seraphims. each

one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and withtwain hedid fly. 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
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holy, isthe Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of hisglory. 4 And the posts of

the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

The vision which Isaiah saw when he was, asis said of Samuel, established to be a prophet
of theLord (1 Sam. iii. 20), wasintended, 1. To confirm hisfaith, that he might himself be abundantly
satisfied of the truth of those things which should afterwards be made known to him. This God
opened the communications of himself to him; but such visions needed not to be afterwards repeated
upon every revelation. Thus God appeared at first asa God of glory to Abraham (Actsvii. 2), and
to Moses, Exod. iii. 2. Ezekiel's prophecies and St. John's, begin with visions of the divine glory.
2. Towork upon his affections, that he might be possessed with such areverence of God as would
both quicken him and fix him to his service. Those who are to teach others the knowledge of God
ought to be well acquainted with him themselves.

Thevisionisdated, for the greater certainty of it. It wasin the year that king Uzziah died, who
had reigned, for the most part, as prosperously and well as any of the kings of Judah, and reigned
very long, above fifty years. About the time that he died, Isaiah saw this vision of God upon a
throne; for when the breath of princes goesforth, and they return to their earth, thisis our comfort,
that the Lord shall reign for ever, Ps. cxlvi. 3, 4, 10. Israel's king dies, but Israel’'s God still lives.
From the mortality of great and good men we should take occasion to look up with an eye of faith
to the King eternal, immortal . King Uzziah died under acloud, for he was shut up as aleper till the
day of hisdeath. Asthe lives of princes have their periods, so their glory is often eclipsed; but, as
God iseverliving, so hisglory iseverlasting. King Uzziah diesin an hospital, but the King of kings
still sits upon his throne.

What the prophet here saw isrevealed to us, that we, mixing faith with that revelation, may in
it, as in a glass, behold the glory of the Lord; let us turn aside therefore, and see this great sight
with humble reverence.

|. See God upon his throne, and that throne high and lifted up, not only above other thrones,
as it transcends them, but over other thrones, as it rules and commands them. Isaiah saw not
Jehovah—the essence of God (no man has seen that, or can see it), but Adonai—his dominion. He
saw the Lord Jesus; so thisvision is explained John xii. 41, that 1saiah now saw Christ's glory and
spoke of him, which is an incontestable proof of the divinity of our Saviour. He it is who when,
after hisresurrection, he sat down on the right hand of God, did but sit down where he was before,
John xvii. 5. See the rest of the Eternal Mind: Isaiah saw the Lord sitting, Ps. xxix. 10. See the
sovereignty of the Eternal Monarch: he sits upon a throne—a throne of glory, before which we
must worship,—athrone of government, under which we must be subject,—and athrone of grace,
to which we may come boldly. This throne is high, and lifted up above al competition and
contradiction.

I1. See his temple, his church on earth, filled with the manifestations of his glory. His throne
being erected at the door of the temple (as princes sat in judgment at the gates), histrain, the skirts
of hisrobes, filled the temple, the whole world (for it isal God's temple, and, as the heaven is his
throne, so the earth is his footstool), or rather the church, which is filled enriched, and beautified
with the tokens of God's special presence.

[11. Seethe bright and blessed attendants on histhrone, in and by whom hisglory is celebrated
and his government served (v. 2): Above the throne, as it were hovering about it, or nigh to the
throne, bowing before it, with an eye to it, the seraphim stood, the holy angels, who are called
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seraphim-burners; for he makes his ministers a flaming fire, Ps. civ. 4. They burnin love to God,
and zeal for hisglory and against sin, and he makes use of them as instruments of his wrath when
heisaconsuming fireto his enemies. Whether they were only two or four, or (as| rather think) an
innumer able company of angels, that I saiah saw, isuncertain; see Dan. vii. 10. Note, It isthe glory
of the angels that they are seraphim, have heat proportionable to their light, have abundance, not
only of divine knowledge, but of holy love. Specia notice is taken of their wings (and of no other
part of their appearance), because of the use they made of them, which is designed for instruction
to us. They had each of them six wings, not stretched upwards (as those whom Ezekiel saw, ch. i.
11), but, 1. Four were made use of for a covering, as the wings of afowl, sitting, are; with the two
upper wings, next to the head, they covered their faces, and with the two lowest wingsthey covered
their feet, or lower parts. This bespeakstheir great humility and reverencein their attendance upon
God, for heisgreatly feared in the assembly of those saints, Ps. Ixxxix. 7. They not only cover their
feet, those members of the body which are less honourable (1 Cor. xii. 23), but even their faces.
Though angdl's faces, doubtless, are much fairer than those of the children of men (Acts vi. 15),
yet in the presence of God, they cover them, because they cannot bear the dazzling lustre of the
divine glory, and because, being conscious of an infinite distance from the divine perfection, they
are ashamed to show their faces before the holy God, who charges even hisangelswith folly if they
should offer to vie with him, Job iv. 18. If angels be thusreverent in their attendance on God, with
what godly fear should we approach his throne! Else we do not the will of God asthe angels do it.
Y et Moses, when he went into the mount with God, took the veil from off hisface. See 2 Cor. iii.
18. 2. Two were made use of for flight; when they are sent on God's errands they fly swiftly (Dan.
iX. 21), more swiftly with their own wingsthan if they flew on the wings of the wind. This teaches
us to do the work of God with cheerfulness and expedition. Do angels come upon the wing from
heaven to earth, to minister for our good, and shall not we soar upon the wing from earth to heaven,
to share with them in their glory? Luke xx. 36.

IV. Hear the anthem, or song of praise, which the angels sing to the honour of him that sitson
the throne, v. 3. Observe,

1. How this song was sung. With zeal and fervency—they cried a oud; and with unanimity—they
cried to another, or one with another; they sang alternately, but in concert, and without the least
jarring voice to interrupt the harmony.

2. What the song was; it is the same with that which is sung by the four living creatures, Rev.
iv. 8. Note, Praising God always was, and will be to eternity, the work of heaven, and the constant
employment of blessed spirits above, Ps. Ixxxiv. 4. Note further, The church above isthe samein
its praises; there is no change of times or notes there. Two things the seraphim here give God the
praise of:—

(1) Hisinfinite perfectionsin himself. Here is one of his most glorioustitles praised: heisthe
Lord of hosts, of their hosts, of all hosts; and one of hismost glorious attributes, his holiness, without
which hisbeing the Lord of hosts (or, asitisinthe parallel place, Rev. iv. 8, the Lord God Almighty)
could not be so much asit is the matter of our joy and praise; for power, without purity to guideit,
would be aterror to mankind. None of all the divine attributesis so celebrated in scripture as this
is. God's power was spoken twice (Ps. Ixii. 11), but his holiness thrice, Holy, holy, holy. This
bespeaks, [1.] The zeal and fervency of theangelsin praising God; they even want wordsto express
themselves, and therefore repeat the same again. [2.] The particular pleasure they take in
contemplating the holiness of God; thisis a subject they love to dwell upon, to harp upon, and are
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